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The Rev. Stuart Abrahams has been
appointed Director of the Archbishop of
Sydney’s Vision for Growth Appeal
1984-1990. The Appeal, which was
endorsed by the 1983 Synod, will provide
for ministries in the newer and
developing areas to the west and south of
Sydney

Mr Abrahams, who began duties at St
Andrew’s House on 1 May, will work with
the Archbishop and the Bishops in co
ordinating efforts to present the

campaign to all churches in the Diocese

Mr Abrahams was rector of All Saints,
Nowra. He has served as Chaplain to the
Wollongong Children’s Court and as a
member of the Deaconess Institute
Council, and was also actively involved in
the recent Leighton Ford Crusade

The launching of the Vision for Growth
Appeal will take place during the October
1984 Synod -

Executive resigns to be missionary

Greg Blaxland, well known executive
officer of the South American Missionary

istrahia, has re ed to

) South America with his wife

Judy. They will be part of a new urban
mission team in Caracas, Venezuela
Other members are Peter and Va
Chifford, | ind Morna Bissent
reg ad Judy will leave behind their
three ns Feter (23), John (20) and
ire 1«
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(Tho Australian Church Record has bee
news on Church affairs for over 100 yes

an independent provocative
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas ¢ very
Iwo weeks
Full Subscription $16 — Tertiary Students $13

The Australian ,f\) CHURCH
I RECORD

‘4

Theological Students $10

Payment may be made from your Bankcard if you mplete and relurn this authorisatior
DO NOT SEND YOUR BANKCARD

Your Bankcard A/c No. 4964 l
Amount § Card expiry
Your signature
NAME
ADDRESS

POSTCODE
INTRODUCED BY
Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church Record
I enclose $16( | $13[ ] $10[ | subscription for 12 months’ issues

Post coupon to The Australian Church Record, 1st Floor, St. Andraw’s House,
Sydney Square, Sydney, NSW 2000.
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Wanted: new subscribers

We are making a special offer to present

subscribers. For every three new subscribers

btain for us you receive a free book

that you

choose your book from the list

Believe in Man G. Carey
in Church Growth E. Gibb
M. Green

M. Green

ve in the Holy Spirit

I Believe in Satan’s Downfall

| Believe in the Creator |. Heuston
I Believe in the Resurrection of Jesu
G. E Ladd

| Believe in the Historical Jesus
L. K. Marshall
| Belie in Revelation L. Morris
| Believe in the Second Coming
I Believe in the Great Commission
M. Warren
I Believe in Fvangelism
| Believe in the Church

S. Travis

D. Watson
D. Watson

We have chosen the | Believe Series
because it is an important contribution to
evangelical literature. The Series was edited by
Michael Green and sought to make modern
scholarship on important issues available at a
level that the ordinary Christian could
understand. Sadly, the books have been too
expensive for most people — some of the
titles selling for almost $15. Some titles were
issued in cheaper editions. We are offering the
better quality edition 10 our readers

What you have to do

11 Get your friends to subscribe

2) When they do, fill in the extra space on the
subscription form with your own name

3) Send in the subscription forms with a year’s
payment

-

4) When you have three new subscribers (you
have up to 12 months to obtain them — you
do not have to send them all at once!) write to
us and tell us which title you wish to claim as
your free title

(Note: unfortunately this offer only applies to

full subscriptions theological students rates

are not included.)

An Example

One subscriber, immediately this offer was
made, found three members of her local
congregation who wanted to subscribe. She
has obtained her free book and donated it to
her Church library

There are many people who are not

subscribers who might be interested if current
ibout the Church
Record. Why not try in your al

congregation?

subscribers spoke to the

Newest Title

The last title to be released in the | BELIEVE
SERIES is “I Believe in Satan’s Downfall”
Written by the series editor, Michael Green, it
attempts to deal with the modern trend in
theology to disregard the idea of a personal
Satan. At the same time, however, there is an
increase in the interest of our age in the occult

Michael Green addresses himself to the
Biblical material about Satan and evil and, in
particular, to the guaranteed downfall of Satan
Since Christians are continually engaged in a
spiritual warfare this book is of great
importance and we thoroughly recommend it

You can obtain a copy FREE by introducing

Church Record

three new subscribers to the Australian
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For Melbourne — An Archbishop — at last!
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Francic Schaeffer dies of cancer Distinguished Theologians’ visit

Dr. David Wells, t1 the Gordon-( ell fulfil preaching engagements. He also wi
AFTER A six-year battle with cancer, ippeared in 1968 a edtul reminder Theological Seminary in Massachusett visit Wollongong and Par
Francis Schaeffer, 72, founder of U'Abri that Christian commitmen uld extend USA, wi sit Sydney in June | )r Wells is the author of several
Fellowship, died on May 15 in Rochester, beyond personal pie tica Dr. Wells is Professor of Historical and | rtant theological books, including
Minnesolta, assessment of modere Systematic Theology at the seminary | ut nR TM_ ) ¢
He was known for an ability to convey attitude from a biblical v poI A g his time in Sydney he will addres Evangelicals hich he « wuthored with
the truth of the Bible with keen favourite expression of Schaeffer's w hool for Anglican clergy and churct Dr. John Woodbridge

" s Lordship of tin the totality of
awareness of the moral and philosophical | “the Lordship of Chr e totality worker

Life)” Accordingly, his further writings

yeak at Moore College and

INSIDE

MOW debates women’s ordination,
doubie feature

movements which have shaped modern
Waestern culture, His wide influence on encouraged the application of revealed
either side of the Atlantic was due both to truth to endeavours too often untouched
the work of LAbri Fellowship, which he
founded in Switzerland in 1955, and to
the full schedule of speaking and writing

he maintained up to a month before his

by Christian influence, including the art

education, and politics

In particular, Whatever Happened to

- Py , 7
the Human Race? (1979) urged Christians “ae ' (‘},( sb & /

death to more actively defend the unique
He and his wife and Edith began UAbri dignity and worth of human iy “Maranatha”, studies on Galatians ... Page 11
(“the shelter”) by simply opening their society which too easily accepts abortion
home to those who came with questions He was deeply concerned for the
and needs. As a result, their Swiss chalet Church and pleaded not only that it A"“'(“S('riminﬂli()n r0|)()rl o Pdg(_‘ 9

acknowledge the full authority of
Scripture but also that it demonstrate in
inter-personal relations a loving

became known as a place where
Christianity was discussed and explained
with unusual clarity, and where seekers of
truth found acceptance and love as well

“This one hurts”, editorial ...Page8

orthodoxy of community

Escape from Reason and The God Who
Is There, the first among 23 books

CEd— “Tell Bishop to affirm creeds” ... Page 10
Moore C
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The filmsteips of the World Home Bible League are also available in Chine se, complete

with Chinese scenes and cassette tapes. The ace ompanying discussion literature, is also
in Chinese, but pages and questions are numbered the same as in the English versions
In this way, anyone can use the material!

Photo: Ramon Williams

supporters and by the nature of the
League as a non-profit organisation. A
recent generous gift has made possible a
current offer applying to the Leag
most popular New Testament (aimed at
use in evangelism) which involves “Buy
two get one free This effectively
reduces the price of these attractive New
Tesatments to about 80¢ per copy

One unusual venture by the World
1 by the

30. This was

t used (or rather

Home Bible League was be

American headquarters |
a project
copies of t ripture
Western christians Yok

the homes of third-world | )
speaking people. Many of these could
| ever hope to purchase a Bible of thei
| ow n their life time, It ped to reach
millior ) ple in Arrican and Asiar
untries in thi A \
est bili ntt pre 1 the
Philippir ind already thousands of
| Bible ) in christia
have be Lo
1 b ) the poore 12¢
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t tur f rougl ]
|
It { ble can be \ |
‘ 15
| ’
Equipping for evangelism
theological pt yph
| f its minist t sees the
primary elisn
hurch
most effective means of evangeli 1

seen the League's material proving
effective in evangelism, Neil heard of the
availability of much of the material
including the evangelistic audio visual
The Touch of His Hand”, in Chinese. He
immediately began using this material
now has Chinese workers lrene Mok and
| Min Yaw on the staff of his ¢
and sees about ninety Chinese-speaking

hurch

believers attending services at his church
every Sunday afternoon
Another Anglican Church on the

outskirts of Sydney has commenced a

programme of New lTestament

distribution, and of offering the

evangehstic Bible Study the “lTouch of His
Hand” to interested people. Each street i
being systematically visited. An amount
o $2,500 has beer ated by the Parish
( 1cil tor the project. Already twenty
eople ar ing their through the
rse, and many N [ ts have

been placed in homes wi

had Cop

h previously

of the Scripture

Wide use

mplain of the
) 15 schemes of
Perhaps they should be

chowce! The World

que material is not

ultimate in ey

ingelist

outreach, but as the kind of material that
n ipplement other material

ind I that are used in reachi

people tor Christ. In the United States as

well as here, many Churches engaged in
the Evangelism Explosion method of

World Home Bible League serves evangelism

About 80% of all new
translations undertaken by many
different agencies are eventually printed
and distributed by the World Home Bible

League

Many of these
study booklets have sold in the hundreds
of thousands in this country alone, and
Australian commencement are currently used by many hundreds of
Anglican and other churches across
( b Australia

Bill Worner Pty.Ltd.

Mittagong
phone (048) 711044
MAZDA and Volkswagens — Sales and Services

N

It was

headquarters, at Werrington

e greatest need i

ANGLICAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Secretary/Clerk

rea’ day for the World Home Bible League when they opened their new

(L to R) Bishop Ken Short, who gave the main address during the ceremony, Rev. John
Emery, Field Secretary and Gerald Hanscamp, General Secretary

Photo: Ramon Williams

outreach find the League material
especially appropriate. Such ¢hurche
ippreciate the low-ke

tudies like the “Touch of Hi

Bible-teaching

ipproach

Hand" in establishing people in a re
mmit to Christ, and in an
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) with other beli in their
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! orpa 0. " a truly
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though emanating from the Reformed
table’, enjoys ar try right across the
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Phone (02) ¢ 1206 or 6 120
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New Victorian State Secretary

for Bible Society

If the church is to grow, it has to be
through the Word in one way or another
according to the newly appointed
Victorian State Secretary of the Bible
Society, Mr Brian Good

“The 2 is a sureness that God blesses
through His Word,” Mr. Good said. Mr
Good, 50, will take up his new position on
Jlune 1, 1984, following the recent
resignation of former Victorian State
Secretary, the Reverend Wesley Girvan

Executive Director for the Gideons
International in Australia for 12 years and
more recently owner of his own business
Christian Resource Services, Mr Good
said he was looking forward to settling

into his new role

It will offer a real challenge,” he said
‘especially because it is such a well

established Society

Christian Resource Services became
national coordinator for Brian Willersdorf
Evangelistic Association, coordinator for
Explo ‘83 Melbourne and national
coordinator for Open Air Campaigners
(OAC)

Mr Good has been married for 28 years
and has four children

He and his wife Sylvia do not expect

many problems in their move to

It was their

still have

Melbourne from Canberra
home town until 1958 and they

many tnends and some family there

Christian Ski Lodge celebrates
21 years of ministry to the

snowfields

The Southern Cross Ski Lodge is 21 years
of age this winter season of 1984, Built

and opened in May 1963 the Lodge was
the first in Australia to provide a base in
the snowfields for Christian ministry and

holiday opportunities

Peter Goodwin-Hudson, Assistant Youth
Chaplain Sydney Diocese in 1963 and
currently School Chaplain, Repton
School, Derbyshire, UK.

Directors of the Ski Lodge are planning
a Week of Celebration and Outreach to
Smiggin Holes and Perisher Valley for
August 11-18. A team of thirty-five will
share holiday activities and the Christian
Gospel with both skiers and valley staff
during that week. Leading the team is
lony Molyneaux, Director of the Sydney

Anglican Youth Department and a

member of the Ski Lodge Board of
Directors

Well known Sydney rock group The
Tony Williams Band will support the team
by playing the major resort hotels during
the week, sharing their unique blend of

ntemporary music and entertainment
m a Christian perspective. Other
protessional art

onthet

Sydney’s Greg Dimmock (s

guitarist), and from Melbourne, Denn
Clare, with his entertaining clown/mime

act “Button

Tony Molyneax, Director, Anglican Youth
Department and member Ski Lodge
Board of Directors.

Peter was the driving force behind the
establishment of the Lodge in 1963

A Thanksgiving Service and Dinner will
27th July, 1984. More
details and information can be obtained
from the Anglican Youth Department, St
Andrews House, Sydney Square 2000

be held on Friday

Programmes will be run daily at both
Smiggin Holes and Perisher Valley, where
up to 10,000 tourists visit each week at the
height of the ski season. Overseas tean
members will include Reverend Peter

Goodwin-Hudson and his wife Br

who are revisiting Australia for this event

Chapman returns

An Anglican preacher of international
reputation will return home when he
speaks at St Paul’s, Oatley early in June

Canon John Chapman grew up at
Oatley and attended Sydney Technical
High School

He later qualified as a manual arts
teacher before being posted to the
northwest of the state in 1952

lohn Chapman was ordained 25 years
ago, and served in Armidale diocese for
12 years, being Director of Christian
Education form 1966 to 1968

While Youth Director from 1960 to 1965
he received his first invitation to preach
overseas

Since then he has attracted large
congregations in places as diverse as

home

Loandon, Philadelphia, Vancouver, Karachi

and Hong Kong

He has been Director of Evang n

the Diocese of Sydney since 196

Each year he preaches over a wide area
of Australia and regularly acc epts
overseas engagements

John Chapman last year preached at a
e in Oatley Park to
celebrate the suburb's 150th anniversary

large public servi

He has surrounded afterwards by old
residents who remembered his parents or

knew him as a boy

It was great to be back”, he said. “1
met people | hadn'’t seen for years and we
reminded one another of many events of

30 1o 40 years ago

Quick Cuts

A survey on God

A million dollar survey of religious
attitudes has recently been conducted in

Western Europe. The results may surprise

some 75% of those questioned

believed in God; 37% regularly go to
church; but only 85% of regular church
goers believe in the concept of sin — why
the other 15% think that Jesus Christ
came into the world it is hard to imagine
One of the most interesting results
however was amongst the 25% of
unbelievers. Of these, 4
in God, but they do believe in the devil

Why?

lo not believe

Well we can't say for sure, of course
although it is possible to think of some
explanations. It may be that some people
are merely illogical; they have not

thought through the implications of their

may well be, of course, bec ause of our
own sinfulness. We find it very hard
indeed to imagine someone who is really
good, because we have no experience of
what such a person may be like. This
observation shows, by the way, just how
miraculous the gospels are. They do
portray a perfectly good person, but they
make him seem real, not sentimental
romantic or wowserish

But there is a second, rather more
sinister reason why people may believe in
the devil rather than God. This is the rise
of occult and magical practices. There is
more of this in the community than is
sometimes realised, and much of it is
directed to getting in touch with spiritual
forces beyond the allowable barrier. |
believe in the devil, not just because the
Bible speaks of him (though that is

beliefs. Or again, people may be |
protesting against God by claiming to ‘ sufficient reason) but because | have met
be in his adversary. But | can think | people who have experienced his

two rather more profound reasons for presence, Often they were badly

this strange result frightened — a foolish game had turned

very, very nasty. Yet what else can we

expect?! When a culture turns its back on

magine or portray ar

God the devil is the alternative, and

man, than it s 1o iImagimne a good one
b 5 that way is death and madness
Hell seems more interesting tc than
heaven; darkness rather than light. It that you might like to use thic

nterested in perfectior

Parish Paper

Peter Jensen.

e You S
JESUs i 1he eyes

caia’?

Jesus said “Whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers
ofmine, you did for me

Today Jesus is hungry, thirsty and
sick. Without clothes and alone
You can see Him all over the world
reflected in the eyes of 350 million
malnourished children

By becoming a World Vision child
sponsor, you can have a special
relationship with “one of the least of
these” and provide essentials such
as food, clean water, clothing
education and loving care.

A monthly gift of $21is enough to
change a life forever

s A

Yes, [will Sponsor achild...

Please send me the name and details of a child in need
Hereis [} $21 for the first month, (] $63 for 3 months, $21
$126 for 6 months, (] $252 for 1 year.

| can't sponsor a child but want to give $ AMONTH
Please send me more information
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
Address.
Postcode Phone
wish to make my contributions by Bankcard or Visa Card No P03 224
4 I
WORLD VISION
3ifts $2 or more are 1ax deductible

SPGNSORSHIP

GPO BOX 9944 SYDNEY NSW 2001 PHONE: (02) 267 9117

(R ——— —— V—— T—— — — —— — S—— — —— —— — —
World Vision is a Christian humanitarian rganization reaching out o a hurting world
Registered office: World Vision of Australia (inc. in Victoria), 161 Sturt Street South Melbourne, 3205
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Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

indertake sp
d nursing care of
age, nationality

320 beds

r reli

0-operaling with certar
the retraining of eligible

Ar NOrmal environment

needed for our immedi
ng the rehabili

hospital
PLEASE REMEMBER THE
HOSPITAL IN YOUR WILL

All donations over $2 are allowable

deductions for income tax purposes

For further information phone or

write to
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
N.SW., 2048
Telephone: 560 3866

A4
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The Long
Journey

was interested t eIve a review copy
The Long Journey Vietnamese
Migrat ind Settlement in Australia, by
Nancy Vivia whe ( ecturer
the Sche f Modern Asian Studies at

t e ’ Pub
Ha 326.00 t y

gical s perso

pula € | les th ta

backg act ) ¢ ek
f {0-Ct
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1k !
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' 2 pact or
grants from Vietna I
ajorit ndo-(
X ea { Laotians she er
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k between th thnic Chir
M fled Vietnarn ct
g bers, and the ethnic
etna e. With language and cultura
fiffe es, they form two distinct group
n Austr t

Challenge to Democracy

fer final chapter discusses in detai
relationships between Australians and the
ewcomers from Vietnam. She quote
Felix Rohatyn's ¢ nent (on America
Democracy may be a great luxury that

works so long as there is growth 1o

allocate. The system has not been tested

in allocating sacrifice” If imes get
tougher, will the Australian middle-class

s 1o ensure that Vietnamese
mobility that

they themselves have had?

make sacnif
can have the same clas
Her answer i

(P.275)

And to Churches

Yet our own experience is showing us

1 PeSSIMIStic ane

that Christian congregations can play a
| partin welcoming these neediest of
| newcomers to our shores. In so doing
not only are our Vietnamese friends
helped, but we are enriched by knowing
them

1984

Deaconesses in Aboriginal
ministry development

A'report by the Rev. David Thompson of
Nungalinya College, Darwin

The culmination of many struggles and
hopes by two Aboriginal women took
place at Ngukurr, Roper River, in the
diocese of the Northern Territory, in their

ordination as Deaconesses on May 12

Betty Roberts and Dinah Garadji, who
are sisters, are both widows with grown
up children. In 1979 they began attending
Church leadership courses at Nungalinya
College, Darwin, and this led to a year of
full-time studies in English as a Second

Language in 1980, followed by three years

of study Diploma of Theology
They were awarded the Diploma in
December 1983 and returned to Ngukurr
to complement the ministry of the Rey
Gumbul Wurramarra, the diocese’s first
Aborigina

mnest
f

the tirst Abonginal Deaconesses in

the diogese they represent a significant
step forward in the development of local
form f ministry Aborigina
) Other Anglican students
e NOw yving at Nungalinya College
preparation tor a pattern of shared
st with other men and women in
the mmunit Aringan Wurramarra
Angurugu, ¢ te Eylandt, is now
the final year of Diploma studies while
three er me W mmenced fu
e studie wards the Certificate of

Theology. They are Jock Wurragwagwa
from Umbakumba (NT), Rupert
Nunggumajbarr from Numbulwar (NT)
and Stephen Giblet from Lockhart River
(Diocese of Carpentaria). Their wives are
also involved in stadies in a special
Aboriginal Women's Studies course

Other men and women from northern
communities attend short courses and
are studying by extension for the
Certiicate

Evidence of growth in the life of the
Church in such communities is seen not
only in the patterns of shared ministry
that are emerging but also in significant
adult baptisms in recent months at
Numbulwar and Umbakumba. This also
occurred at Ngukurr on the day following
the ordination, in the baptism of 8 adults
and 11 children by Gumbuli in the Roper
River, and their confirmation by Bishop
Clyde W

wide-brimmed hat

with stalf and
the bank of the

od, complete

river

Betty Roberts and Dinah Garadji now
g0 on with the struggles and hopes
sorrows and joys of their ministry as
deaconesses as they share with Gumbuli
and their people in the Lord’s task of
teaching and witness, of love and
reconciliation in a community that has its
share, for good and ill, in the cultural and
material changes that are occurring in

Aboriginal communities

Bible Society no room for complacency

ng th and cture of
the Bible Societ erve 1o § 101¢
¢ e ¢ o1 ( 1's Word
ibandoned
the of he Reverend ) R
Payne, Australian ( etary of the
S¢ n Australia, expressed in hi
enera s, presented
ts nal Ce n Melbourne
We have to formulate new insight
and give orientation and assistance to the
wi ¢ Bible Society move
r ihead,” Mr. Payne ne

made significant prog in the period
under review, however there is never any
room for complacency, “Any Christian
yrganisation that does not rest on the
rock of God’s Word will fail and fall. We
must, as a Bible Society, re-examine our
foundations, “We would all concede
there is much to be done to accomplish
greater achievements in fundraising to
upport the World Service Budget of the
United Bible Societies and for more
*ctive circulation of the Word of God

intually needy country

inours

at does not contribute to

Anything th
this might as well be thrown out before it
taken away

Very Rev. Lance
at St Andrew
tly at the Ninth Annual
e of Commemoration of the Most

ent Order of the British Empire. The

il was crowded with members of

1 O and their friends. The Dean
and
The report of the N.SW. Anti
Discrimination Board on
iscrimination and Religiou

Convichion’ this week takes a big stick
against major denominations by
highlighting the legitimate rights of
minor sects and by claiming that these
major denominations are in positions
of privilege in respect to rates an
taxation, it does not acknowledge the
[t
work done by members of these

it volume of Christian voluntary

denominations over a period of 200

ears

Bookaire — Alive and Well

‘ w last read about BOOKAIRE, the
tian Bookshop, in th
many adventures have

the work of selling Christiar

terature and novelties to the “outback
ha being billetted in caravan

hotels, mote ewing rooms, stud

1001 chool roorr churches, church

halls, chinic halls and the occasional guest

hedroon
arriving to find all accommodation
taken but being warmly welcomed by

clergymen and their familes

landing on the local emergency stnip
then walking, at night, through the
mullock hills in order to make contact
with our hosts

having all navigation aids
malfunction because of numerou
thunderstorms in the vicinity, Fortunately
the Lord’s voice is louder and He attend

to our guidance, Praise His Holy name !!

running very low on fuel when one's
destination suddenly fogs in or other
weather problems prevent progress and
one needs to return to last point of
departure, Racing before dust storms

conducting deputations to many
Churches and other groups and being
interviewed on radio and TV

The places visited, other than

deputations and properties have been as
far North as Proserpine and Alice Springs,
as far West as Perth and as far South as
Lake Grace, as far isolated as Andamooka
libooburra and Kukerin, and high as Mt
Buffalo

have been

numbering about 37. Some
visited at least three times
One trip entailed 30 hours flying time,

3,000 nautical miles and three weeks

Stalls have been set up at fetes, District
Shows, shop fronts, BBQs, in Schools
Churches, Church Halls, kitchens, lounge
rooms, clinics, hangars, verandahs
bedrooms, conference rooms, and at one
time on the wing of the aircraft

Who said “There’s no more adventure

1o be had! Try doing the Lord’s work

Fhe aim of BOOKAIRE is to enhance the
work of Ministers, Missionaries, Padres
Pastors, Lay Preachers and the many
others in the Feld as well as the
establishment Christian Bookshops by
visiting the isolated people and letting
them see what is available in the way of
Christian Literature and novelties

“The hour of difference” makes
all the difference

Dario and Martha Rosso

The radio programs “THE HOUR OFf
DIFFERENCE" are described by the
producers as “a message of meaning for
families”. They are in Spanish and English
and are the results of a lot of hard work
by Dario and Martha Rosso, of the
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE in Sydney
At first they worked at night, as the
recording studio’ was in their home,
near a busy highway, They had vait
until traffic noise
they have been offered better quarters

vas at its lowest. Now
but the challenge of producing program
for three of Sydney’s FM radio stations is
very challenging

Each station requires a different format
2RDJ-FM at Burwood uses a quarter hour
English speaking program with Spanish
songs. The programs are aired every first
and third Friday, at 8,30 pm. The area
covered, of 170,000 people, would
include approximately 2,000 Spanish

speaking people

At Liverpool, Radio Station 2GLF-FM
reaches a Spanish speaking Community
of over 25,000! The General Manager, Mrs
Joan Killorn expects very high standard
programs but is happy to use “THE HOUR
OF DIFFERENCE", every Sunday at 8.00
pm. The quarter hour program is
completely in Spanish

A lady at Fairfield has written to say

What a nice experience to listen to our

beloved hymns on 2GLF-FM, in our
mother tongue. | pray that God will help
you in the continuance of this ministry

M at

Narwee, is one of the largest, because of

The areas reached by 2NB(

the more powerful transmission signal
Listeners have written from as far apart a

Hornsby and Wollongong! over 100 miles

2NBC-FM broadcasts a half hour
program in Spanish, every Friday evening
at 8.00 pm. The total number of Spanish
speaking people reached could be in
excess of 35,000, commented Dario

Rosso

A lady at Hurstville wrote, “Because of
family problems | am unable to attend
church services regularly

program “THE HOUR OF DIFFERENCE

offers me, every Friday, the spiritual food

Therefore your

I am deprived of and also helps me to

cope with my pr ems

| pray for you regularly that the

program may continue and reach families

who undergo the same problems as
This letter was similar to many
POCKET
TESTAMENT LEAGUE, and which have
encouraged the Rossos to keep going

myselt

which have reached the

It it were not for the generous support

by the various radio stations

giver
the program, the work would not be

using

possible. It is not the type of work people

rush to support, yet it

aching a
mission field in the midst of Sydney’s
population

The programs produced by Dario and
Martha Rosso are available for any
interested radio station. Literature, ir

15 also available, from

POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE

Snanish the

Melbourne release, What it’s like
being a State Ward

How does it feel to be a State Ward? A |
new booklet detailing the opinions of the f
young people themselves was launched
recently by the Associate Director of the
Mission of St. James and St. John, th

Reverend lan Paxton

Entitled 'Kids Speak Out; What it’s like
being a State Ward
the views of twenty-six children and

the booklet presents

vouths from eleven family group homes

administered by the Mission

In launching the booklet, Mr. Paxton
referred to a number of significant
individuals, Government Committees and
Programs that should take note of what
has been said by the children

Mr. Paxton said today, “the children’s

statements cannot be dismissed like a

grain of salt. They speak loudly to
legislators, policy developers, service
providers and to parents about the way

adults can neglect children

For the booklet, young people were
interviewed on a wide range of subjects
including their family backgrounds, what
life is like in a family group home and
future aspirations. Their comments have

been produced under these and ott

headings. They make compelling reading
The
their early teens, although people as

majority of the children were in

young as seven and as old as seventeen
were interviewed. All comments were
made in confidence, and no names were
linked to the opinions printed in the

booklet

ACC: The rac

The Australian Council of Churches has
expressed its disappointment at the way
consideration of Australia’s refugee and
immigration policy has been reduced to a
low level of public and political debate

No one questions the right of
individual citizens or responsible
members of Parliament to question any
aspect of government policy or to reflect
upon the basic principles of that policy
and its effects on Australian society

The Australian Council of Churches is
concerned, however, that the manner in
which the debate has been handled,

ism debate

particularly in the Australian Parliament
has cloaked the essentials of the issues in
an emotionalism that has allowed
extremist viewpoints to assume
predominance

This has overwhelmed any
consideration of the moral and
humanitarian elements of Australian
immigration and refugee policy

The Australian Council of Churches is
concerned that the government
maintains its commitment to a policy of
family reunions and of the acceptance of

“Vm Listening,
But...”

Being able to listen properly is an

important skill for all relationships. The
ability to listen opens channels of
but it

used

s a skill not readily acquired or
There are many factors which
appear to make us too ready to express

point of view when in fact we should be

listening to someone else’s viewpoint
This not only applies in our relationship
with other persons but also to our
relationship with God

The Bible contain
which God calls upon His people tc

many passage

listen. The word of God was often

brought 1o Israel through the prophet
and was prefaced by an injunction t«

hear or to listen. This was no casual call

for a half-hearted and half-heard

response”. For example, Jeremiat
Hear and pay attention, dc

t, for the Lord ha

commented

not be arr poker

fyo not histen | will weep ir
ecret because of your pride.” (13:15-17
The suggestion here is that arrogance
and pride can keep Israel from liste
Yet this would be their loss, for the i

they fail to hear are words of warni

Here we see a principle wh

operate to the detriment of rela
in all kinds of circumstances. The

attitudes of the hearer either block or

d the message intended for the
hearer

Recently, | saw a video-tape of a
married couple engaged in marital

ounselir r ry hurt and

£ WiTe was ve

to be wasted in the lor

work were going

run if they had no re: iy lite left to
enjoy

The husband listened
he let her have her say. He

looked at her as she spoke

ydded from t

me to time & I
But when he spoke it

hadn’t listened 1«

agreement with her
was apparent that he

her message as it was intended at all. He

restated what he believed she was saying

as aform of reflective listening. But he

didn’t reflect her message. His vision was
what he thought she was saying and was

a product of his own emotional state
f

He felt angry, for he regarded his work

effort as a sacrifice made on behalf of an
ungrateful family. The plea for
involvement
him

need or the love

AMe across as an attack on
He couldn’t see the concern, the
All he could see was
what he felt. re felt angry and let-down
and hence saw nagging and denigration

rather than love and need

His reaction to his wife's statement was

then mis-heard by the wife. In the face of
her need for more time she was feeling
desperate and frustrated. So when he
responded mistakenly, she mis-heard his
message too. She missed his frustration at
not being thanked and respected for his
effort and heard him saying he didn‘t
want her or the children and liked his job
more than them

This is a tragic comedy of
communication errors which largely
emerges out of a faillure to listen carefully
and accurately, Such care and accuracy
requires one to concentrate on the
message being expressed by the other
person. Rather than concentrate on our
own feclings and what our response is to
be, we need to concentrate on the
feelings of the speaker. If the husband in
our example had done this he would
have understoad his wife’s need and love

refugees on humanitarian grounds

for him better. If his wife had been able to

communication and can keep them open

Alan Craddock

understand his feeling of family
commitment this would have helped her
t00. Instead of being driven apart they
would have come a little closer and more
able to make changes in their attitudes
and behaviours which could resolve their

) differences

They needed to reason together, but a
prerequisite for such a process is careful
accurate and active listening. This applies
equally to our relationship with God. We
can fail to listen to God when we read the
Bible or pray in a frame of mind that is
dominated by unhelpful personal
attitudes. We can be closed-minded

eeking only words which reinforce an
existing viewpoint or prejudice. We can
be dominated by particular unhelpful
emotions and thus listen selectively and
only register those messages which

somehow complement our current
The risks of distortion, of

misinterpretation and of overlooking

emotional state

certain aspects of God’s total message are

extremely great in these circumstances

lesus recognized this problem when he

| preached in parables. There were those

| among his listeners who would not

i

understand and who heard only what

they wanted to hear or expected to hear
} in the light of their fears and prejudices
| hose who feared a change in the status

quo heard only a blasphemous and
Those who had
heard the

dangerous heretic

secular political hope
sibilities

i poss for politic

al change

‘ No wonder Jesus kept saying, “He who

frustrated by her husband’s failure to has ears to hear let him hear” {Luke 8:8)
spend time with her and the children and He kes the point later that there are
by his obsession with work and those who hear but who do not
consequent financial success. She was | understand (8:10) and that we need to
trying to tell him that she needed him, the ‘ consider carefully how we listen (8:18). It
hildren needed him, that they loved hin s also clear that hearing leads t¢

and were anxious that all his efforts at obedient action. The response of

understanding is followe

Dy action
which is in harmony with the

But I tell you who hear
me: love your enemies, do good to those

ke 6:27)

understanding

who hate you” (L
The need to really listen, with a view to

learning and acting in appropriate and

helpful way 'y need in all

nships. Itb

relat
| tolis

‘ and benefit all our human relationships

gins with our readiness

0 God and then can flow into

| | FRANK AKEHURST

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
“ARTISTIQUE GIFTS"”
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Handpainted Plates & Ofl Paintings by Sydney
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DREWS REMOVALS
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This is a discussion on 14th May on the
theological issues raised by MOW's call
for the ordination of women to christian
ministry on the same basis as men, John
you are BOIng o H‘J(' or ‘)f(ll)()\l‘ 4 way
forward?

Agreement and disagreement

Woodhouse To begin with, we would
want to set forward points where we
agree with MOW so that we do not argue

at cross purposes. But there are also some

crucial points of disagreement

Let me suggest areas of agreement
Firstly, we would want to affirm that there
have been many ways, and there
continue to be, in which in church life
women have been wrongly regarded
wrongly treated, and wrong attitudes
have prevailed; and there is need for
reformation and change. Secondly, there
Is a need to explore ways in which
denominational structures can be
developed to encourage much more fully
than they
involved in full-time Christian service

do at the moment women

There are great inadequacies in our
Jenominational structures at the moment
you would agree. Thirdly, as far as
treatment of the Bible is concerned, and

this is a crucial issue in this deb. there

are considerable cultural differences
between the New Testament and our
own day which at times involve

differences in the specific terms in wh

the will of God is going to be followed
There will be differences in the ways in
which God's will is expressed in the New

Testament world and in our own

Fourthly, we want to affirm wh.
heartedly with the MOW material that
men and women share equally as joint

heirs in the grace of life

H ever, there are two radical
disagreements we have with the m
in which the oncerns are bei
pursued by MOW, and these to our mind
are very serious points which need to be
confronted and de: th. The first is tha

to affirm that accord

exual distinctic

and 3 art of God’s purposes for H
Church. Further, there nconsistency
between this situation and the fact that
men and women share equally as joint
heirs in the grace of life. Secondly, we
would want to affirm tt Bit Cd
affirmations about the significance of

sexual distinctions cannot be

as belonging only to an ancient cu

a
For they are, within the Bible, based
firmly on the nature of creation, and

indeed on the nature of the Godhead

itself, Now those 2 areas of disagreement

constitute our greatest difficulty wi

ch MOW is moving

direction

Sherlock We

I will happily agree

your agreemer appily agree
the first of your disagreement
distinctions do matter, if you like, vivq

difference

A preliminary « ment would be tha

the ordination of womer appear

small number of Christiar

kely to be

affect only

The n yer of wome

ordained in the next 20 years, if s

to allow it, is probably not going

» ordained in the next 20 years and

right constitute, say f 1% of the
Christian population. But the reason
given for excluding women from
Christian ministry, assuming we're talking

about the presbyterate, or priesthoc

¢ those reasons

what bother me, bec

aftect the way we think about God

| think the doctrine of the Trinity now
at stake which means that the status of
the Catt

Gospel a Gospel which brings

ic creeds is at stake. Is the

to all people who he

is it something which brings part

liberation to 50% of those who hear it
Trying to maintain that the maleness of
Christ’s humanity is theologically
significant brings distortion into the
doctrine of humanity. Further, how you
understand the doctrine of the image of
God affects the way you think about the
church. Because, as | understand it the
image of God it is a corporate entity, and
the church is w
renewed. That brings us to the ministry
and the whole problem of authority
What is authority? Does anybody have it?

that image is being

If they have it, how is it to be exercised?
How does that square with the New
Testaments clear emphasis upon
diakonia, service as being the key aspect
of Christian ministry? It then gets us onto
eschatology, because to what extent do
we think God’s rule is seen in this
creation? Is it something which is seen at
least in part, or is it something which
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The Pain of Second

At ourinvitation, knowing that the ACR is a positional paper, the Movement for the Ordination of Women kindly agreed to discuss
the theological issues raised by their current moves to have women ordained for christian ministry on the same basis as men, By
agreement, so as to enable critical questions to be raised and answered by all concerned we set up the discussion in the form of

a debate.

The ACR wishes to unreservedly thank the participants for the generous way in which they gave not only of their time, but also

of themselves

really isn’t seen at all, or only seen by
faith? And, | guess, finally we get to
hermeneutics, which | must say I'm not
that bothered about. It seems to me that
the theologians have argued themselves
silly on either side, and that should be set
on to talking

aside and we should ge
about theology

ACR Charles, can you summarise?
Sherlock | think there are theological
reasons why women may not be
admitted to the presbyterate, but what
bothers me is the reasons given for them
end up compromising the doctrine of the
Trinity, the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine

of humanity, the doctrine of Sc ripture

the doctrine of the Church, the doctrine
of the Ministry ;

changed my mind about 10 years ago

d Eschatology

because it seemed to me the price to be

pad for maintaining the status quo was

just simply much too high

Preece | would think that the second area

of disagreement is the key-issues of
reation, and to what extent we can base
wr view of humanity on some sort of

tural law, or whether it is more

historically determined and does develop

historically? And also the issue of the
Godhead

How
God t

trictly can sexual language about

od’s being, or to

applied 1

what extent

analc A 1 ee an

ssue in Paul’s strategy « g all things

to all men. He actually ed thatin a
specific sense in a patniarchal culture

does that work out now in our

ocrety? | think Paul was trying above all

1o avo any scandal other than tt
andal of the cross. And vet, today it

would seem to me that the scandal is

y the perceived second

snship that many women see

ng in the church; many

womer

utside the church seeing

women having that second class

tizenship. And so I'd see ordination as

symbolic in a sense of those wider

B

I don’t see ordination as anythir

ularly magical in itself

No separation of spiritual, social,
political
ACR Thanks. Now Susan would you like

ay something by way of introduction

Glover Yes. | took «

tatements John

YWN your 0 ng

And | can agree with

ir first three points until w

number 4 which says that me

women share equally in the grace of life

And | think there the fundamental

fiffe ces begin, Because in the way
en are regarded, treated

nce of, in an ontological sense
there i1s no way they share in the grace of
fe. | think that in the Scriptures there
every ation that they do, but | think
in the ¢ ch’s theology concerning
women *ry radical separation is made

between spiritual life and social and

political life, and | think making that
distinction on any grounds whatsoever |
a radhical distortion of the Gospel itself

Jecause if the Gospel doesn't begin to

work itself out in the fundamentals of life

n framework then it really ha

ithing at all to say. To make statement

that women sh very way in the

grace of God and that they are equally
edeemed with men, and they are called
to serve but in a very limited capacity
indermines the very fundamental issues

f the Gospel

Not only redemption, but also all the
acraments of the church speak against
this situation. Baptism itself is a protest
against separating the spiritual from the
kind of cultural and social life in which
we live. All the tenets of the Creed talk
about a spiritual equality, but which is not
yet worked out in church life and in social
life. 90% of the Scriptures shout and
scream that there is a total inadequacy
and distortion in our present situation. So
I would take issue with your proposed
fourth area of agreement

I also agree with Charles and Gordon
about all the other things that it therefore
affects too. But | think that one
fundamental thing that we've got to get

past is making this tremendously artificial
distinction in life, that compartmentalises
our life into various issues that have no
relation to one another. Because if you
end up saying to women, “You are equal
in this, this, this and this, but you are
limited in some way in your capacity to
serve Christ” then in effect you render
equality” meaningless

St. Peter in trouble

Forsyth | want to tell Susan that we do
really mean what we say when we say we
believe that men and women share
equally as joint heirs in the grace of life
And that | cannot believe that Susan has
understood what she has just said to me
Because if what she said is true, not only
Robert and John are in trouble, which is
small fryl, but the man who says that we
are joint heirs in the grace of life is in
trouble. The Apostle Peter said those
words in the very text in which he makes
the distinction between men and women
In other words the assumption in your
mind, which is that spiritual “one-ness” is
compromised if there’s any other kind of

non-oneness” at any level is challenged
by the very structure of the material. But
if you're right, the Apostles Paul and Peter
have committed a gross error
Glover | think you've misunderstood. |
think that what you've got in the New
Testament is two very different strains of
matenal

You have got a goal to which you
move, and to which the church works
and your whole teaching of eschatology
shows you the direction in which the
whole of creation goes. The whole
concept of the Xingdom of God, and
Jesus's and Paul’s perspective on it is a
movement towards the realisation of

God's rule in the lives of

any women in
our society. So therefore, what you have
in 90% of the New Testament is teaching
related to the ning of the rule of God
into a social fracnework, into spiditual
lives and beings. | use the word spiritual
to mean the total capacity of, the
encompassing of all those things

But | think also, in the midst of that
you have other strands of material that
relate to situations where the Gospel, or
that spiritual material, comes like a seed

into the cultural situation to work its
way through and to move towards the

goal of the realisation of God's Kingdom

Now, if you therefore cut the material
it at one point, and say, “This is as far as
it goes, because Paul or Peter have taken
it thus far,”” what you're doing is
dismis all the material which pushes
you further towards a greater realisation

10% and 90%

Forsyth But you've just begged the
question by the way you set it up, We
deny the “10% versus 9% tension” which
yOu are assuming
Glover Because
10% as being %

re holding onto that

Forsyth Far from it. We're holding on to
both equally and strongly, I'm denying
there is a tension, because I'm denying
the very assumption that you're assuming
to get the whole hermeneutic going
Stendall made this mistake; “Here is Paul
who, Saul the poor man couldn’t quite
get it all together

If Paul had said, “Wives submit to your
husbands because it is inappropriate to
gO any further at this stage”, your case
would be well argued. But since he says,
‘As Christ 1s head of the Church” and
even goes back to the creation accounts,
it's quite clear Paul meant his
congregations to understand that his
reasons flowed from what they would call

the Scripture”, or God, and not merely
as an accommodation of the
circumstances

Paul is able to accommodate, and I'm
aware of that, but he's also a man who
loves to educate his congregation. And
when he is accommodating he often
makes it very clear, as in the very passage
I think Gordon mentioned “All things to
all men”. Butin 1 Cor. 11, Ephesians,
Colossians, and here in Peter, there is no

mention at all of accommodation which
suggests to me thatthe Apostle actually
believed that these matters were
fundamental matters of Apostolic
teaching, not merely strategy

Sherlock | think we're talking at about 6
cross purposes. | hate to rephrase
peoples words but if | may, | think Susan
is challenging number 4 not in terms that
the Scriptures say men and women share
equally as joint heirs in the grace of
eternal life. The Bible says that. Nobody's
BOINg to question it. But in terms of the
Church affirming it, that is quite another
matter

Forsyth I'm saying that John and | affirm
that, and don't regard that as inconsistent
with denying the ordination of
presbyterate to women. But was Peter
inconsistent when he affirmed that, and
then told wives to submit to their
husbands?

Sherlock No

Forsyth In that case why am | inconsistent
and not Peter?

Sherlock Because you think it means that
husbands should rule their wives

Submission and freedom
Forsyth How do you know what | mean?

Sherlock Because that’s the only way (if
I've read all the literature properly) you
can get the idea that ministry has
anything to do with authority. And the
problem, as | see it, with the ordination of
women to the presbyterate amongst
those who take the New Testament
seriously is that it involves women
exercising an authority over their
husbands. Now, if that brings an
inconsistency into the New Testament,
well | think we've got problems. I'm not
convinced myself that it does because it's
one thing to call wives to submit to their
husbands; it's quite another thing to tell
husbands to ensure that they submit. The
New Testament never does that. And you
can back that up further by saying why is
itin a society in which wives were given
no legal rights, in which they were
hedged about by all sorts of restrictions
in Judaism, that Paul has to twice, and
Peter once, tell wives to submit, and

slaves to submit. The answer is because
the Gospel had freed them and made
them responsible people who could
stand on their own two feet, The very fact
that Paul enjoins these people to submit
in a particular way, as he enjoins all
Christians to submit to each other, is
showing that he is treating them as
human beings with a full humanity in
every respect entirely open to take part in
the church in every way that God may
call them to. But if they think that’s
licence to go running around bossing
people, that's outed

Forsyth Can | ask you a question? Are you
saying that there is an asymmetry in
husband/wife relationships taught by the
apostles

Sherlock Yes

Forsyth That's not what Susan is saying
She is saying that this was the part of the
10% which is a wise accommodation

Glover Robert, one of the biggest
mistakes we make in exegesis is simply
lifting texts out. One of the great
difficulties is getting to the real context of
something, and it's not just the context of
words. It includes the context of
background, and an understanding of
background, One of the things | think
we've all got to agree on is that on that
much of the material we're working in
area of s¢ arcity, in almost “poverty” on
the background of some of these issues
That’s what makes the whole situation
much more difficult and ambiguous
Therefore | can understand your position
when you simply say, “Well, it's written
there in black and white — either you
accept what it says or you say that Peter
or Paul is wrong”

Now | don't think that Paul is at all
wrong, but | think we're basically
misunderstanding a lot of what he's
saying because we really haven't got
sufficient information from which to
really put those words into context. But
from what | can read and understand of

Class Citizensh

Charles Sherlock is a lecturer at Ridley College, Melbourne.
Robert Forsyth is Rector of 5. Barnabas’ Broadway, serving the University of Sydney
Moore College and London University, is doing post graduate research at the University

Susanne Glover is a graduate in theology 1
of Sydney, and serves in her local church

Gordon Preece is Curate at Christ Church, Blacktown in the western area of Sydney
fohn Woodhouse is a lecturer at Moore College, Sydney

the rest of the New Testament teaching,
and Paul’s use of that material, | see Paul
accommodating to various groups of
people. Not just women, but also to
masters and slaves. | see his
accommodation regarding what he eats
and doesn’t eat, where he goes and
where he doesn’t go. Even though he
maintains every time his freedom to do
these things. My feeling for Paul is that
“the tension” is only there in the way we
exegete the material, and that is due to
the scarcity of our background
information

‘Asymmetry’

Forsyth Do you think there is an
asymmetry between husband and wife? If
someone said that the Bible makes no
distinction between husband and wife
and we should all be perfectly equal in
every possible respect, does that reflect
as you understand it the teaching of the
apostles?

Glover | think that you've got, as | said
before you, two different strands of
material, | think you have an
accommodation to a patriarchal society
Forsyth And would this be in the
accommodation?

Glover Yes

Forsyth Then that is different from what
Charles said

Glover No, | haven't finished. | think, that
you have an accommodation, but | think
also on the part of Paul you have a vision
of where things ought to be moving
towards

Forsyth Was accommodation a denial of
the other realities for today?

Glover | think it is now, because of how
radical Paul’s concept of the relationships
of men and women in that society. He
has to remind women in a Greek culture
and a Jewish culture to be submissive,
you don’t remind women to be that if
there is any question of them being that
So something comes to create that
foment

Forsyth Indeed, and | think there is more
to be said. But the big difference between
us is not the way we read the New
Testament, but it’s an assumption that we
bring to it. You read the 90% and say that
is inconsistent with submission
Submission is impossible with “joint heirs
in the grace of life”, except as a
missionary strategy

Sherlock Hang on, hang on. Submission is
the core of the gospel

Forsyth No, no, no, asymmetrical
submission, where the husband is the
head of his wife

Sherlock Hang on, hang on, hang on. |
prefer to get this debate off particular
texts on to more substantial matters
Forsyth Well you might, but let me say
no, that’s not adequate because the
problem is not one of the texts, It is one
that goes behind the texts,

Sherlock Alright, to the doctrine of God
Forsyth It is certainly that, and | want to
definitely challenge your Trinitarian
theology on this very line. But it comes
back to whether people can be the same
and yet different. And what differentness
challenges their sameness.

A new start

Sherlock Can | start with something els.
How do we conduct our Christian lives?
Do we conduct our Christian lives
primarily with the vision of what God
created this world for, and in the
unfortunate interrupted state in which we
live of sin, is recreating this world for? Do
we live in the light of that now?

?

Forsyth Yes

Sherlock Or do we live primarily in the
light of this fallen world with a dim hope
of something that once was and might
be?

Forsyth No

Sherlock Right. Now, | cannot imagine in
heaven there being the sorts of
differences between the openness of
men and women to God, and to each

other, and to ministry to each other
which are presently being maintained in
the church

Woodhouse Can you imaging anything
like them in the Garden of Eden?

Sherlock No.

Woodhouse The apostle Paul could see
them there though, couldn’t he?

Sherlock | don’t think the apostle Paul
can see them there. | would like to start
with a wider framework. God has
fashioned this universe and human
beings are made in the image of God
What the image of God is we don’t know
nor can we know of course, because of
the second commandment. But what it
means to be made in the image of God is
to live under God, and over the world
And it means to live as male and female
as fellow man and fellow woman, There is
a diversity within that unity. It is the sort
of unity, which is the unity of a harmony
or a society, rather than a plain oneness
Further, this unity and diversity somehow
reflects the divine character, | think it is
quite clear in Genesis

Woodhouse We go along with that
thought

Sherlock When we come to the New
Testament, Paul preaches the gospel of
Jesus, which is the inbreaking of the
kingdom of God. That is, God's creation
the making of a human society which is
to live in harmony is now to some degree
at least by the power of the Spirit
restored, and the church is called to be
the place where the image of God begins
to be regrown afresh. And in that society
there is a call for variety; variety of gifts
variety of gender, variety of ministry
Woodhouse And the gender makes a
difference?

Sherlock Yes, but Paul doesn’t in my
opinion particularly line up authority
structures or institutional structures with
those varieties. And that’s the problem
Forsyth We are not defending the
indefensible. I'm not defending
exploitation and authoritarianism

Sherlock | know you are not, But you are
still defending the idea that there are
particular structures in the church which
correspond one for one with particular
varieties in the human race, and within
the recreated human race in the church
to the point where the variety within God
has become compromised, and the
freedom and the power of the gospel are
diminished

Forsyth We utterly deny that. We utterly
deny that

Unity and diversity, Genesis 1,2, 3

Woodhouse Tell us how the distinction of
the sexes is expressed in congregational
lite? What difference does it make?
Sherlock By being men and women
Woodhouse Just by being men and
women? The relationships are all entirely
symmetrical?

Sherlock | get a different reaction from
men than what | get from women

Woodhouse Kight

Sherlock | mean that is as simple as that

I think the arguments that talk about the
family as somehow the model of
congregational life are not in the New
Testament. | first of all want to know what
we mean by the family, The assumption is
that we are talking about two adults, a
few kids, a car and a cat. In the New
Testament we are talking about extended
households

But when we come to ordain particular
people, what we are doing is we are
setting people within a permanent
structure within the church where the
concept of the family as we use it does
not readily fit. Given the sinful condition
of the world that is sadly a necessity. But
when it comes to the point of some
Christians, baptized and brought into
Christ, being ineligible for that struciure,
what you are saying to that g oup of
Christian is, “You are really less saved’
Glover Its something in the question of
exegesis. When we read Genesis 2 or
even Genesis 1, we focus on the spiritual

MOW debates
women'’s ordination

priority of Adam and fail to see where the
passage really comes down, the climax of
that passage is on the unity of male and
female, and the oneness of the one flesh
And it just shows the structure of our
own culture and of our own sexuality and
minds that we go straight to that text and
focus on the spiritual priority of Adam
and see that as the key issue there, And
that is the point that | want to challenge

Forsyth As Paul did
Glover | don’t think Paul did

ACR | think John and Robert will need
some time to now reply to a number of
things, so please go on
Woodhouse Well, | think that we have to
work with texts Charles, | don't think we
can avoid referring to texts, it is the only
control we have. And | would want to
affirm that the control on how we read
Genesis 2, (which of course can be taken
in a whole lot of different ways) is the
control of the rest of Scripture where it is
available to us. And | would have thought
that in 1 Timothy Paul sees significance in
the order of creation. He draw
consequences for the ¢ ongregation from
that order in Genesis 2, not from Genesis
3. MOW is constantly accusing people of
defending the rule of men over women
from Genesis 3, | certainly don’t want to
do that and | havent struck many that do
But the apostle Paul does it from Genesis
2 and | think that those consequences are
the ones that we ought to say are not
inconsistent, in Paul, with equality
Robert?
Forsyth Well, | want to agree with Charles
very much that the New Testament
Christians were very radical in their
society, and that there is no way in the
world that | am defending the denial of
the presbyterate to women on the
grounds that this is the 10%

| believe that when Paul said that
women are to be subordinate to their
husbands he was speaking of the order of
the kingdom. This is so because he goes
back, as the New Testament writers often
do, to the primeval history, to the
beginning to find the way things ought to
be. Jesus does the same

I think that Charles is right that people
really do feel the denial of ordination as
making them second class Christians
And | think that reflects a very deep crisis
in our church, But | don't think it is to be
solved the MOW way. | think the MOW
way is to say along with our society that
unless you do the same thing as me you
are not equal” You see, the argument if
pushed to its limits says, unless anybody
can be ordained they're not equal to me
in grace. But of course, none of us want
the ordination of idiots, children, people
who haven't got the gifts, you know

Feeling the pain
Glover And women, fall into the category
too?

Forsyth That's absurd. That'’s an absurd
comment, and an unhelpful comment

Glover | am sorry, but that's the way it
comes right across

Woodhouse No, no, listen

Forsyth That is not what | am saying
believe me, | am not

Sherlock But it is what you
communicated

Glover Yes

Forsyth It is what you heard me say. Give
me the credit of believing | can actually
be a reasonable person and say what |
say

Sherlock But can | make a little plea here?
What you intend is nothing unhelpful
but what we hear is unhelpful, The
difficulty is, that far too many evangelicals
on this issue who want to defend the
status quo, | think, need to be heard !«
way they are heard

Forsyth | will pay that one immediately, |
agree with that, We have got to feel the
pain. There is no cheap way out of this
Sherlock Exactly

Forsyth There is no cheap answer. There
is no sort of ‘she’ll be right in a day, keep
it our way.! There is no way wjthout pain

I'll give you that one immediately. But |
say, do we not all agree that ordination
should be restricted in some way?
Everyone agiees with that?

Woodhouse All agree? Do you want to
ordain everybody?

Glover No, | am not so sure on what basis
itis going to be restricted

Forsyth OK

Sherlock In principle | would agree, but |
am not quite sure what is coming next
Go on

Forsyth Since not every Christian can be
ordained, and there are some Christians
at present, like my child who is a 10 year
old Christian, | don’t want him ordained
Woodhouse But he is a joint heir in grace
Forsyth Indeed, he stands, he is a
baptized Christian, he stands with me
cheek and jowl in the kingdom. Equal
And yet, in order of the family, | am his
father, and in the order of the church, it
just happens by sheer coincidence to be
also his minister. He is not less a Christian
he is not less a member of Christ because
he is not ordained

Glover But he has the opportunity
Forsyth Yes, but other members of the
congregation will never have the
opportunity

Glover For what reasons? Sex? )
Forsyth Some difficulty in their
backgrounds The restriction of ordination
Is not denial of membership of Christ

Glover Yes, but

Forsyth And if you can see that point
when obvious, and agree, why not agre«
about it then

Sherlock Can you hang on?

Woodhouse You'll find it a hard case
prove

ACR Can | just say something now? That
if you all speak at once, the tape recorder
can't differentiate the words

Forsyth Right, | understand that

ACR It is important that you speak one at
a time for that reason otherwise
Forsyth Can |

ACR It can’t sort it out okay?

Forsyth Can | just proceed to the point

then? We heard you in silence. Write it

down quickly and then, come back at the
end so that we get a chance to get our
arguments out, Otherwise | will keep
getting derailed on the way, and that
doesn’t help me nor | suspect you in

hearing what | want to say

Glover Of course

Time bombs

Preece F. F. Bruce says of Galatians 3:28
that there was no reason as far as Paul

was concerned why a Gentile could not
excercise full functions in the church
there was no reason why a slave could
not exercise full functions in a church
Then, what is the reason why women
cannot? Now, that is where it comes
across to women that they have second
class citizenship. It comes across at that
point

Galatians 3:28 is a very clear text which
Paul sees as having social consequences
And he did see it as actually breaking
down the barriers between Jew and
Gentile, When Peter was obviously quite
happy to accept the spiritual equality of
lews and Gentiles, but he wouldn't sit
down to eat with them, or socialize with
them, or relate with them in a way that
gave any social or concrete expression to
that spiritual equality, Paul objected

I would think that all evangelicals
would want to accept that the abolition
of slavery was actually in accord finally
with the teaching of Paul. That is, it is not
out of character with it. And in terms of
women exercising full functions in
congregations, that also in the long term
is in full accord with Paul

Paul operates by dropping time bombs
and he seeks to transform relationships
that may take a very long time. Firstly, he
says that masters and slaves should see
each other as brothers. Then, he seeks to
transform relationships within the church
and regards the church as some sort of
alternate social structure. But he seeks to
do it without causing a scandal to the
gospel, and without limiting the
effectiveness of the gospel in the society
at the time. And then thirdly, in the
ongoing progression of history, when the
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This one hurts

A brother helped is like a strong city but quarrelling is like the bars
of a castle” (Prov. 18:19)
It may well be impossible for an outsider to understand, but part
reason for the pain we see in the debate over women’s ordination is
Here, in fact and representatively in the

because it is a lover's quarre
Movement for the Ordination of Women are persons we have stood
shoulder to shoulder with for the cause of the gospel, been
encouraged by, prayed for and who also have been deeply hurt

Hurt by whom? Hurt by christian men, often leaders and sometimes
of inferior gifts who by slight or plan so viewed women'’s service in
the church as to imply a second-class personhood or citizenship in
the kingdom of God. And what is being done at a personal level is
made worse when reinforced by our institutions which at their very
best can only be impersonal, and therefore when positively
inadequate on matters of relationship, anti-personal

Another reason for the distress is that both sides see great
theological truths at stake, truths that are at the foundation of the
gospel. And these have to be aired, defined and decided for or
against. It is not that the ACR does not have a great responsibility both
to explore and attempt to resolve the personal hurt or the institutional
inadequacy in the question of women'’s ministry — our commitment
is ongoing, but also we have to look critically at the theological issues
involved

In the course of the debate three major areas of concern emerged
1. the way we interpret the bible, technically known as
‘hermeneutics’”’, 2. the nature of the Trinity and its meaning for
relationships, 3. the question of headship. All these of course are
inter-related and finally must be viewed together, but for reasons of
space as we follow the course of the discussion we will comment on

each in turn

Interpreting the Bible

It is claimed that unless we have an interpretive or organising
principle we will do the Bible an injustice as we try to read it. For
example, Deuteron v 14:8 commands ““the swine their flesh you
shall not eat”’, but christians know that eating pork does not break
God’s law because Jesus declared all foods “clean’, Mark 7:19. Jesus’
words and actions, we believe, act as an interpretive or controlling
principle

Now, to overcome the difficulties posed by the places in the New
festament which restrict the ministry of women, especially in Paul
(e.g. 1 Corinthians 11 & 14, 1 Timothy 2) a hermeneutic or interpretive
principle is appealed to: “the gospel brings liberation to all persons
and the whole person.” Restrictions on the liberty of women to
minister, few though they are, are seen to be accommodations to

* culture, only necessary until a different cultural environment allows

such restrictions to be lifted, even though the New Testament may
appear to ground them in the doctrine of God or in creation Further
it is argued, because of the progressive nature of the effect of the
kingdom of God on society as well as the church, the time comes
when such restrictions must be lifted as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes

to identify which people now need liberation. The example often
given to illustrate and strengthen this point of view is slavery

A “Perjorative” question

Here, though, we need to ask a question which because of the
emotions it rightly raises will probably only be thought of as
perjorative, but nevertheless needs to be asked because it is in every
way dppropriate — it is already being raised by the group concerned,
itinvolves restrictions in behaviour, and some see the possibility of a
common basis in the church’s attitude to it and women's ordination
Under the principle of the gospel bringing liberation why should not
practising homosexuals be the next group to have certain restrictions
in their behaviour lifted?

This is a legitimate question? Yes, gay groups within the church
already claim that Pauline restrictions on homosexual activity are
culturally conditioned and therefore no longer literally applicable. It
is argued that Paul had no knowledge of homosexuality as an innate
or even a learned response. Paul was speaking against bi-sexuals, not
against those with a dominant homosexual disposition. The open
expression of sexuality is a very important part of what it means to be
areal person, Compulsory celibacy for homosexuals is not liberating
but repressive. As to a possible common link, some say that at the
basis of the church’s attitude to women is an inability to come to
terms with sexual differences per se. But only a few will draw that
across to practising homosexuality.

The question remains in all its starkness, why not homosexuals? It
is possible to give an answer. “No, for the following reasons .. " "I
don't know” , “Yes”, It does need answering because the logic of the
liberation hermeneutic could take us there

A fundamental question

But is the gospel “a gospel of liberation” in just those terms? Is it
not more a gospel of relationships, a gospel of judgement (Romans
2:16) which calls forth repentance in the face of the promise of
forgiveness? “Judgement” “repentance” “forgiveness” because the
first and controlling relationship we are called to is with the holy,
righteous God revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the Lord

And therefore, seeing the gospel as judgement and thus having to
answer the practising homosexual question in the negative, and
turning to the very difficult problem of women’s ordination which
now causes us all so much real heartache, is it not under our Lord'’s
banner (which is marked “forgiveness of sins”) truer to rephrase
“who to liberate” to “how to serve’?

The interpretive principle the Bible gives us is not “liberation” as
such but the way in which liberation itself is to be understood, the
character of God revealed in the face of Jesus Christ. And we know
only one Jesus Christ, Christ clothed with his gospel. Put in the formal
terms of church theology the Trinity is the Bible's interpretive
principle. Itis, in the end, the only one which leaves Christ in the
driver’s seat as Lord, not us. This subject we need to examine at
another time
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LETTERS

Dear Sir

Alarm bells are ringing, but who will heed? The
siren voice of the Social Gospel is calling even
evangelicals into today’s fashionable religion
which reverses the ancient Faith for
reconciliation with the world, liberation of the
oppressed and many other fine sounding
unbiblical goals. Average churchgoers are
confused — and no wonder. It is a revolution
which the World Council of Churches

correctly terms “CHRISTO-MARXISM'

Liberalisers are steadily divorcing JESUS
CHRIST from the WORD OF GOD WRITTEN
which means that a new christ is being created
in their own image, one more palatable to
Modern Man. The Bible is too disturbing for
the ecumenicals’ proposed World Church of
all religions. Instead, to quote john Stott —
“Christians should immerse themselves in the
secular world of politics, economics, sociology,
race relations, comunity health, development
and a host of other such spheres”, This is the
new ecumenical thinking. We must be weaned
away from the Scriptures which our
theological giants regard as Myth and Allegory
not to be taken as historical reality, After all
dead men do not rise, nor virgin births
possible. These must not be taken literally!

But just as they have exchanged the Livi,
Waters for a Social Gospel, God has rewarded
their unbelief with spiritual blindr.. s which
means they can sit down with marxist

revolutionaries discussing the philosophy of
Dialectical Materialism, the devil's religion, as
old as the serpent himself. There will be no

barriers in the proposed World Church. Thus

in the crashing world events which lie ahead
as our LORD warned, they will have the power
to dictate to governments how to conduct
their affairs — probably through to a
frightened world, But their Prince of Peace will
be an imposter, a false christ

It is for this that many Protestant churches
are abandoning their ancestral Faith and the
LORDSHIP OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST for
the role of Judas Iscariot It looks as if it will be
very Little Flock who holds out

Yours sincerely
Phyliis Creasey

Dear Sir

Why does the stencil that makes our youth
workers have a beard?

Does a beard make a youth workers
ministry more acceptable? If so, why?

It might be that the youth worker is doing a
big con. Young people know ministers are
square, dull and boring and clean shaven
So the youth workers come across as the
opposite

But in the secular world young people
attracters gave up beards long ago. Michael
Jackson, Donnie Sutherland, Police and Cliff
Young don't need beards to communicate (¢
young people. So let’s stop making be
compulsory for our youth workers before
getting rid of them will be as hard as getting
rid of the clerical collar

ards
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DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Rev. . W. Cox, Rector of Lalor Park has
accepted the position of Rector of Lithgow

Rev. ). H. L. Johnstone, Field Officer, Board of
Education has accepted the position of Rector
of Clovelly

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND
Rev. F. Oakley, former Rector of Kilmore died
on March 28

DIOCESE OF BUNDBURY
Rev. Dr. M. Lee has accepted the position of
Rector, Boyup Brook
Rev. G. Hilton is now Minister-in-Charge,
Cranbrook
Rev. G. Priest, the new Sub-Dean was installed
in St Boniface’s Cathedral on May 20.

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE
Capt. M. Rogers of the Church Army has been
appointed Parish Evangelist in the parish of
Waratah
Rev, B, Roach became honorary assistant
minister in the parish of Belmont on May 1
Rev. L. McIntyre has been appointed honorary
assistant minister on the staff of Christ Church
Cathedral
Rev, Cannon |, Stuart became Rector of
Muswellbrook from May 14

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA
Ven., ). Green is resigning from Port Lincoln
soon
Rev. M. Bleby is resigning as Rector, Kapunda
to become Rector, Coober Pedy
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GOOD READ

Discrimination and Religious Conviction, NSW Govt, 576 pages

The NSW Anti Discrimination Board has finally released its research report,
Discrimination and Religious Conviction. The first report of its kind to be compiled in
Australia, it is 576 pages long and makes 39 recommendations

The Report is important. Recommendations will be discussed by the NSW Government
and Parliament will make the final decisions on what to enact as legislation

The ACR has often been very critical of the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board. We have
been disappointed, however, that comments on this Report have been rather superficial

Some of the recommendations made have far reaching implications for freedom in this

State — certainly for freedom for those who wish to follow the basic principles of Biblical

Christiantiy

¢

fGr this reason we are giving over our Book Review section to the ADB Report. In th

issue we publish some sections of the Report. These come from the Board’s own

summary of the full Report. In our next issue we will do a full critical review of the Report

What the report found
The report found sufficient evidence of

religious prejudice | discrimination to

warrant its major recommendation that
religious discrimination should be made
unlawful under the NSW Ant
Discrimination Act. Prejudice flouishes in
the widespread ignorance that exists
about religion. Knowledge and
understanding of many different religions
are all the more necessary as Australia’s

population becomes more diverse
What the major recommendation
means

We have recommended that religious

discrimination should be made unla

ful
by amending the Anti-Discrimination Act
to include religious belief and absence of
belief as a ground. This means that the
Act should give a means of redress to
people who are discriminated against
because they do not have any beliefs, as
well as to those who have the kind of
belief of which another person does not
approve

A further important recommendation
extends discrimination on the ground of
religious belief to include religious

practice

However, the requirement that
religious practices should be
accommodated is conditional. Our
recommendation says that practices
should be “reasonably” accommodated
unless doing so would cause an
enterprise “undue hardship
Inconvenience, it should be noted, is not
the same thing as undue hardship. We
believe that these conditions will give
say, an employer and an employee who
wants leave to observe a holy day
sutficient room to negotiate an
accommodation of that religious practice

Existing laws

The Board surveyed many laws which
contain references to religion. Our
recommendations for change in legal
provisions concerning religious practices
objections and the status of religious
officials are summarised here

® Aboriginal sacred sites should be part
of land rights legislation and controlled
by NSW Aborigines

® Crimes Act provisions concerning
blasphemy, sacrilege and desecration
should be reviewed, and if retained
should protect non-Christian as well a
Christian sensibilities

® Jury Act religion exemptior
provisions should cover both full-time
religious officials with pastoral
responsibilities and those who have
religious objections to jury service

® Anti-Discrimination Act exceptions
for religious officials under section 56
should be widened

® Motor Traffic Regulations should
allow an exception for religious
abjections to wearing motor cycle
helmets

® Religious meat slaughtering
requirements should be strictly observed
by the meat industry

The Board found that rating and
taxation exemptions which give financia
privileges to religious bodies are based
on nineteenth century interpretations of
ancient charities law which need to be
reviewed in the light of the social needs
and conditions of the 1980s. Non
religious and philosophical groups claim
that they should also have the benefit of
exemptions hitherto granted to religious
bodies alone. Debate has focused on
three issues: whether the state ought 1o
continue to support activities which are
purely religious, how much religious
bodies should be publicly accountable
for savings made at the community’s

expense, and whether religious aims are
compatible with social aims
The Board has taken the view that the

most appropnate torums for the review

of rating and taxation exemption would
be the State and Commonwealth Law
Reform Commissions which would be
able to take an informed overview of the
law and receive submissions from all

interested parties

Education

International conventions recognise
not only the right of parents to educate
their children according to their
convictions, but also the right of children
to an education in understanding and
tolerance. The report examines the
vanous school systems in Australia, a

well as the history of state aid

We recommend that it should be
unlawful to discriminate on religious
grounds in education. This
recommendation will not affect the kind
of education, religious or non-religious
which is given in any school. Students
religious practices should be
accommodated by all schools, and

students’ conscientious objections to

religious education or observance at
least at secondary school level) should be
permitted in government schools. Non

government schools should be al

allowed to enrol students of their

particular religion

Conflicts may arise between orthodox
religious teaching or practice and the
content of school curricula, such as the
evolution-creation controversy in biology
teaching, sex-role divisions and equal

opportunity policies. These conflicts need

to be handled with sensitivity

We conclude that government school

!

le, and

education should more accurately
the cultural diversity of NSW pe«
that it should promote understanding and

tolerance of racial and religious
differences. We have recommended that
the content of general religious education
programs should include accurate and
unbiased information about Christianity
and other world religions, together with
philosophies which reject religion, and
that teacher education courses should be

feveloped accordingly

Employment

We have recommended that religious
discrimination in employment should be
made unlawful. Discrimination in
employment occurs in two ways, directly
and indirectly. Direct discriminatior
occurs, for example, when an employer
hires, fires or promotes an employee on
the basis of religious behefs, not
giving

preference to a person with a specif

individual mernt. Howev

religious belief is not discriminatory
where such a belief is an essential
qualification for a job such as religiou
teaching or broadcasting

Other areas

We have recommended that religious
d mination in the area of goods and

services should be unlawful

Religious discrimination in
accommodation falls into two categories
disciimination against religious minorities
because of prejudice and
misunderstandings about their practices
and discrimination by religious
organisations offering accommodation as

a charitable service

We have also recommended that
religious discr'mination in access to
public places should be made unlawful
The manifestation of religious belief
through religious processions and
distribution of tracts is already subject to
local government ordinances
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Chronicle

Robert Barnes, the English
Lutheran

Chancellors of universities seldom die by execution, but Thomas Cromwell was
Chancellor of Cambridge University when he was beheaded in July 1540. His death was
a triumph for his enemies who had carefully plotted his downfall

Robert Barnes was named in the Act of Attainder that sealed Cromwell’s fate, The Act
said “that in March 1539 he had said in London that the English Lutheran Robert Barnes
and others taught truth

Cromwell, chief minister of King Henry VIII, was a man of great political skill. Barnes
was a royal chaplain and represented Henry in ecclesiastical negotiations on the
Continent. The two men shared acquaintance at court and a full sympathy for Protestant
theology. They shared a similar fate oo, for Barnes was executed only two days after
Cromwell

Robert Barnes was described as “The English Lutheran”. because he had been closely
associated with Martin Luther. Further, he had done a great deal to spread the doctrine
Luther taught. yet he did not hold these views all his life

Barnes was born in Norfolk in 1495, He was a clever lad and went to ( ambridge as a
novice with the Augustinian Friars. Popular and brilliant, he was sent on to Louvain
University where he gained the D.D. degree. He returned to Cambridge as Prior of the
Augustinian Friary

At Barne's instigation a more Bible-centre approach was taken to requirements for the
Cambridge B.D. degree. His reputation as a forthright preacher grew

White Horse Inn conversion

It was at this time that Barnes joined a group of men who read and discussed the works
of Luther. They met at the White Horse Inn, close to the Friary. Barnes brought a fellow
Augustinian, Miles Coverdale, (whose version of the Psalms was included in the Book of
Common Prayer) into the group too

There they met Hugh Latimer and Thomas Bilney, These days we would describe Bilne
as an exceptionally gifted personal evangelist. He had already won Latimer to a
n to adopt

commitment to Christ. Now he was just as successful with Barnes, who beg,

a much more Protestant stance

The historian John Foxe described the change: “Barnes, with his reading, disputation
and preaching, became famous and mighty in the scriptures preaching ever against
bishops and hypocrites; and yet did not see his inward and outward idolatry, which he
both taught and maintained, until good master Bilney, with others, ¢ onyerted him to
Christ

At the end of 1525 great changes began in Barnes's life. The remaining fifteen years of
his career threw the spotlight on to his greatest strengths and weaknesses. His learning
made him an able theological writer and ecclesiastical ambassador. But his intemperate
outspokenness and lack of political judgment landed him in hot water again and again

Very near the Friary, in the centre of Cambridge, stood St Edward’s Church. Barnes
preached there on Christmas Eve 1525 and spoke rashly against Cardinal Wolsey. When
reports of this reached the authorities the preacher was questioned about twenty-five
statements in his sermon. Each was regarded as offensive, if not heretical. Eventually
Barnes was imprisoned, He escaped, feigned suicide and crossed the English Channel

That Barne's language was intemperate, none could deny. Once he described the Pope
as being “as holy as my horse”. Papists who refused the Bible to laymen were asked, “vou
worms’ meat, you stinking carrion, you nourishment of hell fire, how dare you thus
presume against your God omnipotent?” Later he was to write, “I confess that many
words have been sharply written by me, which | would gladly had been more charitably

written

At Wittenberg with Luther

On the Continent Barnes assumed a false name and went to Wittenberg. There he
befriended Luther and was favourably regarded by many other leading reformers. These
contacts admirably fitted Barnes to be a theological negotiator for King Henry. Time and
again he crossed the Channel in his King’s interests and as his envoy

Barnes wrote works explaining and defending his opinions. He believed that the Bible
had full divine authority. “How are you able to defend a thing,” he asked, “that you
cannot prove openly by holy scripture?”’ He warned that it is no child’s game to trifle
with God's word

With Luther Barnes believed in the bondage of man's will, saying, “free will without
grace can do nothing nothing that is fruitful, nothing that is worthy of thanks, that
Is acceptable before God.” He flatly denied the semi-Pelagian view that man “disposes
himself by attrition to receive grace, and then God helps him,” No, man redts all
goodness “until God of his mere mercy comes and gives grace, and changes man's will
o grace

Luther’s doctrine of justification by faith alone found full expression in Barne's work
also. Christ alone can justify. “If the law helps to justify — for that was the opinion of
the Jews — then is not Christ alone your justifier. If he is not your justifier alone, then
he is dead in vain!” By his perfections, especially by the perfect worth of his
substitutionary sacrifice, Christ offered a right relationship with God

Repentance and faith were the conditions of such a status. “Christ comes not except
to those who see their sins in the law and repent. Repentance, that is to say, this mourning
and sorrow of the heart, lasts all our lives long,” he said. Faith is not a work, but a
necessary response to God’s promises. “The scripture says that faith alone justifies
because it is that thing by which alone | depend on Christ”, wrote Barnes. “And by faith
alone | am a partaker of the merits and mercy purchased by Christ’s blood, and faith it
is alone that receives the promises made in Christ”

Barnes insisted that good works must follow justification. Good works are, he said, “not
done to justify man, but a just man must needs do them

Robert Barnes, by God's grace, was one such “just man”, though faults of character
remained, He spoke again against church authorities in 1540, again in terms of bitter
invective. As much for his intemperate words as for his Protestantism an Act of Attainder
was drawn up against him (there was no trial) and he perished in the flames at Smithfield
on 30 July 1540

REMOVALS

Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable
SMITH OWENS SERVICE

9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little
19 Barden Street,
Amcliffe 2205
Phone: 599 7348
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English Petition
— ‘Tell Bishop-
designate to
affirm Creeds’

A NATIONWIDE petition has been
launched “earnestly begging” the
Archbishop of York to invite the Bishop
designate of Durham (Prof. David
Jenkins) to affirm publicly the Creeds —
and, should Prof. Jenkins refuse, to
question seriously whether it is right to
proceed with his consecration as bishop

The petition is the brainchild of the
Rev. William Ledwich, Chaplain of
Hereford Cathedral School, who, with a
group of mostly young lay supporters,
plans tofcirculate it throughout the
country with the help of a Catholic and
an Evangelical in each diocese

Mr. | h and his supporters — who
p ire communicant

th of England — say
ire “grievously
snkins's recent
Virgin Birth

Grace/’ the
te Professor
hat he believes
hias consistently
hould he refuse
seriously question
wi o proceed with his
consecration as bishop.”

The petition has so far been circulating
in the West Midlands, where it has
already attracted five hundred signatures,
says Mr. Ledwich

Meanwhile the Chapter of the Bath
Deanery, at a recent meeting, has passed
a motion calling on the bishops to be

true guardians of the faith

The motion, which was carried by
twenty-nine voies to two with no
abstentions, states: “This Chapter
composed of members of the clergy of
varied Churchmanship, calls on the
bishops to be true guardians of the faith
once delivered to the saints and requests
the Archbishops to consecrate as fellow
bishops only those who, privately and
publicly, firmly adhere to that holy faith in
the one who alone brings salvation to all
mankind

Church Times
The Bishop’s appointment has raised a
number of problems which plague The
English Church, The issues are well put in
an Editonal in the Church of England
Newspaper.

What the bishop designate said

“I THINK it quite likely that Jesus
performed miracles or was thought to
perform miracles” “The Virgin Birth, I'm
pretty clear, is a story told after the event
in order to express and symbolise a faith
that this Jesus was a unique event from
God!" "It doesn’t seem to me reading the
records and what Paul says in 1
Corinthians, that there was any one event
which you could identify with the
Resurrection”

The man who said those things on
television recently has no place in the
leadership of the Church of England
David Jenkins may be a professor of
theology, but he is not a Christian
believer in the New Testament sense; he
is a hinderance rather than a help to the
people of God; he should not be allowed
to take up his appointment as Bishop of
Durham

These are hard things to say, but we are
convinced they need saying — and we
lament the total inaction on the part of
our archbishops. Perhaps they have had
private words with Prof Jenkins, warning
him against incautious statements, But
they have neglected their God-given duty
of defending the faith and protecting the
faithful

And who on earth says that our system
of appointing Bishops is satisfactory? It is,
quite clearly, an affront to God, an
offence to every right-thinking Christian,
and a stumbling block to every would-be
Christian

Romanian
Baptist Pastor
fined for
having a
Christian Book

On 24 February Pastor STEFANUT of the
Braila Baptist Church was heavily fined
when he was tried under article 90. The
charges relate to an accusation of
distributing religious literature, and result
from an incident which occurred in July
1983

The pastor and one of his deacons
were stopped in July 1983 by the secret
police and their cases searched, without a
search warrant. They were told the police
were carrying out random checks in
connection with a theft. Each man was
carrying a religious book from abroad,
but Stefanut told the police he had
loaned the other man the book, and
accepted full responsibility for possession
of the books. Since that day, a long
investigation with the threat of a trial has
faced Pastor Stefanut. Despite the fact
that the maximum legal period of time for
carrying out an investigation without
bringing the accused to trial or dropping
the charges had elapsed, the charges
were not dropped throughout the
autumn and winter of 1983

Believers in Romania thought the real
purpose of the investigation was to bring
pressure on the pastor and his
congregation and, ultimately, to remove
him from the local association of Baptist
pastors. Stefanut was elected secretary of
the Bucharest Association with the
authorities” anticipation that he would be
someone likely to co-operate with them
However, this was not the case and
Baptists in Romania believed the
authorities would like to see him out of
the Association. Because of the court
case and fine, Stefanut now has a
“criminal” record and may not continue
as secretary of the Bucharest Association
The surprising development, however, is
that Vasile TALOS, pastor of Bucharest's
Sfinta Treime (Holy Trinity) Baptist
Church has been asked to replace
Stefanut.

Keston College comments that the
authorities have hinted to the Baptist
Union of Romania that it may be able to
hold the overdue Baptist Congress, at
which elections for the Union leadership
would be held. Perhaps they would not
like such independently-minded pastors
as Stefanut in positions of influence at the
Congress, when there are sure to be
candidates for the leadership of the
Union favoured by the government
However, with the selection of the
delegates from Romania to the European
Baptist Federation Congress in Hamburg
in August still to be made, the authorities
may also be considering carefully who
they would prefer to represent not only
the Baptists but also Romania abroad. In
this case, the delegates’ suitability may
hinge more on their being seen as
uncompromised spiritual leaders than
compliant figures because of Romania’s
need for further Western economic aid

Keston College

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral

Annesley-Westwood Guest
House
11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old building 6 acres park-like
grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required

REVIEW

‘Insensitive’ to
clergy wives

In England a HOUSE of Bishops working
party looking into the situation of
divorced or separated clergy wives will
find it difficult to collect evidence under
its present set-up because itis
“insensitive,” a former clergy wife said
this week

Mrs. Pauline Morrell, secretary of the
deserted clergy wives’ association
Broken Rites, with Mr. Frank Field, MP,
and the association’s assistant secretary
has already given evidence to the
working party — which is chaired by the
Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich,
the Right Rev. John Waine. The wives
were asked to describe their personal
stories before the whole group — which
was uncomfortable and “an insensitive
thing to ask,” said Mrs. Morrell, “even
after a long time

‘We were not consulted about how to
get evidence from our members and their
response to the working party has been
pretty small, The Church of England is a
small world, and one is sure to know
somebody who knows someone in the
group,” Mrs. Morrell said

“We should like to see evidence being
collected by smaller groups, perhaps by a
bishop and assistant bishop in each area
1 am hoping to be called again, because |
would now want to discuss the wider
issues involved.

‘Much to be done’

‘We should like to see somebody
working full-time, either at Church House
or the Church Commissioners, doing the
work we are doing in Broken Rites. There
is alot to be dene, and it is difficult for
people obliged to work full-time in their

own jobs, as we are

Many divorced or separated clergy
wives have turned their backs on the
Church because of the way things have
been made easy for their husbands, “who
have told a great many lies”, said Mrs
Morrell

“Our correspondence reveals stories so
similar that they are staggering. The same
phrases occur again and again. Most
commonly, the husbands claim that they
are ‘not supported enough in their
ministry.

“There is an element of fantasy in all
this, and a lot of deceit and self-deceit
They always have plausible-sounding
excuses to justify what they do — in their
own eyes if not in anyone else’s. | think
there are many in orders who should
never have been ordained

“Many of us are disturbed by the way
our husbands have been allowed to
continue their ministry and by the way
that, if one bishop will not accept a man
another will. | myself am uncomfortable
about the implications for ministry when
a man who has treated his wife and family
in such a way is allowed to continue!

Church Times

World Vision
Joins the Team

World Vision will team up with a number
of Christian agencies and the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees to
assist 45,000 Ugandan refugees now living
in Southern Sudan

ST. JOHN'S ANGLICAN
CHURCH, GLEBE.

h councl and the rector
Apply In the first instance to:
The Rector

St. John's Glebe,

1384 Glebe Point Road
Glebe 2037

Phone: 660 1818 (between 4-5.30 p.m.|

Brunei Chinese
reassured

Non-citizens of Brunei — mostly Chinese
— have been assured they won't be
asked to leave the country after it
becomes fully independent on January 1
1984, according to news agency reports
New passports are being issued to Brunei
nationals, an immigration official said

Non-citizens who are permanent
residents will be given international
identification certificates after January 1
The travel document now carried by
most Bruneians is a British protected
persons’ passport

Its validity will be extended “for a limited
period” after independence, an official of
the British High Commission said

This oil-rich sultanate which shares the
north Borneo coast with the east
Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak
has a population of about 220,000, Some
140,000 are Malays and 60,000 Chinese
About 90 per cent of the Chinese are
non-citizens and their future status has
been unclear since passage of the 1961
Brunei Nationality Enactment, which
amended citizenship requirements
following an abortive rebellion

The 1961 law says the non-citizens can
become the Sultan’s subjects — if they
have lived in Brunei for 20 or more years
in the last 22 years, speak fluent Malay
and pass a general knowledge test
Unsuccessful Chinese applicants
complain that the general knowledge test
is rigged against them
Officials deny this and insist that strict
standards are necessary to ensure loyalty
to Brunei's Islamic life-style

CATW

English Synod
votes for
women priests

Derby Diocesan Synod agreed by an
overwhelming show of hands last
Saturday to urge the General Synod
towards the ordination of women priests

without delay

Votes are not counted. The Bishop of
Derby, the Right Rev. Cyril Bowles,
wanted to avoid any hint of
‘triumphalism,” one of the supporters of
women'’s ordination said afterwards. But
Bishop Bowles pronounced the motion
— proposed by General Synod member
the Rev, Martin Leigh — “clearly carried

The motion said that “now is the time
to remove the barriers to the ordination
of women and (this synod) urges the
General Synod to introduce appropnat
legislation.” Long, steady hand-clapping
followed the proposal by Mr. Leigh, who
is Vicar of Baslow

According to one observer, the
opposers were “like Canute trying to hold
back the tide” Bishop Bowles had to urge
the opposers to speak, for they were thin
on the ground — but it was thought that
many had stayed away

Three priests and one layman spoke
against the motion. “But the proponents
were very well organised, trooping up
one after the other with prepared
speeches,” said one of the three
industrial chaplain the Rev, Brian
Hackney

1 did not intend to take part, and came
with only a few notes on a piece of paper
in case they were needed; but, when the
Bishop urged the opposition to speak, |
ROt to my feet, | have heard a number of
priests were away on a pilgrimage but
I don't know if that is so

A proponent of the ordination of
women said that the whole thing had
been accomplished “without any hurt to
anyone

Church Times

MARANATHA

The Foundation of True Religion

Galatians 1

In 47 A.D. Paul travelled Galatia preaching
that Jesus Christ died for sins and by that
death delivered people from the present
evil age. This merciful act of God was
within his eternal purpose and even
comtemplating it evoked praise from Paul
(1:3-5, Acts 13 & 14). People believed and
churches were founded

Not long after, probably 48 A.D. Jewish
teachers of the “Circumcision party
visited these churches. They argued Paul’s
gospel was defective. His teaching with
respect to the Old Testament
circumcision, religious festivals and food
laws was inadequate. They came with the
full gospel

They then attacked his motives. They
suggested he left out the Old Testament
teachings because Gentiles in Galatia
would find them unpalatable. Further
they questioned his credentials as an
apostle. He was not one of the twelve and
his commission was from Antioch not
Jerusalem

Paul took issue with these teachers and
their views, Earlier he had confronted
them in Jerusalem (c46 A.D.), more
recently he had dealt with them in
Antioch and now he would confront
them by letter

In Galatians 1 he aves two
arguments together. He defends his

gospel and his apostleship

Argument 1: Paul’s
Apostleship came from God.

Paul does not open his letter with the
customary words of thanksgiving and
encouragement. He immediately defends
his apostleship (1:1)

a) His Apostleship was not of man: 1:1

He was not an apostle by human

appointment. He certainly did not have

delusions of grandeur and appoint
himself nor did he receive that
appointment by a church group
deciding he had the gifts

He was not even appointed by God

through a human agency. It was true

that he and Barnabas went out from

Antioch after the Holy Spirit had

separated them for the work and the

teachers and prophets of that church
laid hands on them (Acts 13:1-3). It was
also true that Ananias had laid hands
on him and instructed him concerning
the nature of his apostleship (Acts

9:10-19, 22:12, 16). Neither of these

actions, nor any other actions by men

however, appointed him as an apostle
b) His Apostleship was of God 1:1

He was given his apostleship through

the resurrected Jesus Christ on the way

to Damascus. The light from heaven
the voice of Jesus, being thrown to the

ground and the consequent blindnes
was a revelation of Christ himself, (Acts
9:3.9, 22:6-11, 26:12-18). In this meeting
lay Paul's authority as an apostle

CLASSIFIE

God’s Gospel — Revealed to Paul

This of course was not where his
choice was decided. Like the prophets
of old (e.g. Jer. 1:5), he had been set
apart before he was born to be the
apostle to the Gentiles (1:15,16). He
was an apostle by God'’s choosing and
this choice was made known to Paul in
a revelation of the risen Christ

Argument 2: Paul’s gospel
came from God.

Paul preached a gospel of grace
Moreover this gospel was the only gospel
Anyone changing this gospel, in the case
by adding regulations of a ritual kind, was
in danger of being put under God's ban
Even angels and apostles ought to
beware! God's judgment would fall upon
anyone who preached a different gospel
from the one the Galatians had received
(1:6-9)

Why could Paul be so dogmatic and
even offensive with such strong
language?

a) His gospel was not man’s gospel

No man taught Paul the gospel

(1:11,12). He points out that his contact

with the apostles was minimal the

first three years of his Christian life he

spent in Arabia and Damascus (1:17)
when he did go to Jerusalem he was
only with Peter a little over a fortnight
(1:18-20) and then he went off to Syria

lerusalen

and Cilicia returning

t Damascus

fourteen years after tt
experience (1:21-2:1). His movements
since his calling made it difficult to
substantiate that other apostles taught
him the gospel

b) His gospel came through a revelation
of Christ
But surely Paul would receive some
information about the gospel from
Peter in that fortnight and even before
that from the Christians he had so
zealously persecuted? True, but it was
the essence of the gospel Paul learned
from the revelation of Christ. The Son
was revealed in Paul (1:16). The light
no only shone around him but in him
too (2 Corinthians 4:6)
The gospel he learned was the gospel
of grace (1:3, 6,15). Paul had been a

works” man of the very worst kind

even to opposing God by persecuting

his church. He had no claim or
all (1:13-14), vet Ge
delivered him

mercitully

Not only was Paul’s mission but also

his message directly from God

What Lessons are there for us?

Firstly let us note that Paul is God's

h

messenger to us Gentiles and rea
carefully

Secondly let us observe that God
message is a message of mercy to men
and that this message is the only gospel

there is

Reg Piper
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