Founder of the Australian
Navigators dies at 70
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Jack and May Griffin (right) with Deanne and Franklyn Elliott, the First Australian

National Director of the Navigators.

After some years of illness culminating in
several brain tumours detected earlier
this year, Jack Griffin passed to be with
the Lord on November 1, 1982

Much of the ministry of The Navigators
in Australia has its roots in Jack Griffin
Many of the tools and methods have their
prototype in him and, in terms of spir
parentage, most of the people involved
are the fruit of his labour

At a time of life when most Christians
have already determined and
accomplished half of their life ministry
Jack Griffin and his wife May were
making the first steps in coming to know
Jesus Christ

Jack and May were born again on
Sunday, April 12, 1959 — the first day of
the Sydney Billy Graham Crusade

photo Ramon Williams

A busy round of church programmes
began, until Jack met Bob Glockner two
years later. Bob was training the
counsellors for a series of Leighton Ford
meetings. As a Navigator-trained
businessman, Bob was praying for one
faithful man to carry on the work of

reproducing disciples in Australia

A month after commencing a 5.30 a.m
‘ prayer meeting seemed to Bob that Jack

was the man — he was the only one left

Jack recalled, “Bob taught me how to
have a quiet time, how to pray, read the
Bible daily, memorise Scripture, how to
get a grip on the Scriptures and how to
meditate on what | read. He also taught
me how to lead another person to Christ
and how to stay beside him and help
him

New Anglican
Consultative
Council
Secretary
General
appointed

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most
Reverend and Rt. Hon. Robert Runcie and
Mr. John G. Denton, OBE, respectively
President and Chairman of the Anglican
Consultative Council, have announced
the appointment of the Reverend Dr
Samuel Van Culin (52) as the new
Secretary General of the Australian
Council of Churches

Dr. Van Culin will succeed Bishop John
Howe who is concluding 14 years in this
post at the end of 1982, on January 1

1983

The ACC, which was proposed by the
1968 Lambeth Conference, is a ‘
represeptative body of Bishops, clergy |
and laity from the 28 self-governing |
Provinces of the 64 million strong
Anglican Communion, Its task includes
planning international mission policy and
ecumenical initiatives, and fostering
inter-Anglican co-operation and
communication ‘

The Archbishop of Canterbury has
welcomed the appointment. He referred
to Dr. Van Culin as “someone who |
already seems to belong to the whole
Anglican Communion rather than any
one Province

He is known and respected all over
the world for the warmth of his
fuiendship and the range of his abilities
He will bring to his new work a rare
blend of imaginative Christian

A.CC. comes under fire at Perth Synod

Perth Synod recently rejected a proposal
that it should withdraw from the
Australian Council of Churches

The Reverend Tas Cope of No'th Perth
said that both the WCC and the ACC had
a great potential for unity but over recent
years their methods had become a
hindrance and both bodies were causing
divisions in Australian society

He said the fiasco of Noonkanbah had
made him aware that the Aboriginal land
rights issue had the potential of ¢ reating
a form of apartheid in which the
Aboriginal people had land rights denied
to others. “What we see now is a double
standard in favour of Aboriginals

Where the gospel is received people
have no need for land rights, because
Christ is received and he
said. He went on to criticise the
Programme to Combat Racism funded by

our peace,” he

the World Council of Churches. He said
! the programme had contributed to
i atrocities in various parts of the world
He called on Synod to recommend to
Perth’s General Synod delegates that the
Diocese of Perth should withdraw all
| support from both the ACC and the
|  WACC until they ceased involvement in
activities which fragmented the
community
Archdeacon Dutton said it was not
surprising the WCC was coping with
issues that were divisive, there was much
‘\ that was divisive going on in the world
He said the alternative to involvement
was to close our minds and hearts and to
stop speaking about the things which
were important
He said it was vital for church people to
get involved with the West Australian

Council of Churches rather than tanding

The Australian Church Record t

news on Church affairs for over 1

Twe 3
Become a subscriber now: Subs

The Australian 5t

Payment may be made from your Bankcar
DO NOT SEND YOUR BANKCARD

Your Bankcard A/c No. 496 |+ I |
Amount $

Your signature

NAME
ADDRESS

Enter me as a new Subscrib
Subscription for 12 months

1e8

Cydney Square, Sydney, NSW 2000

an independent provocative
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church n

f CHURCH

he Australian

Post coupon to The Australian Church Record, 1st Floor, St. Andrew s House,

.

2ws from Australia and overseas every

h Students

eclogical

if you complete and re this authorisatior

POSTCODE

Church Record. | enclose $16.00.

8 — AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, NOVEMBER 29, 1982

outside and condemning it. “If we don't
like what is going on, let us change our
representatives rather than using this
motion as a stick with which to beat the
Council of Churches

The Reverend Roy Poole, Secretary of
the WACC said the motion showed a lack
of awareness at what was going on in the
world. Most Christians, he said, were not
white and comfortable, but black, brown
and poor. He reminded the Synod that
the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church
made equally clear and forceful
statements and that the Primate of the
Anglican Church had recently said that
we were in the Australian Council of
Churches because it was God's will

It was a valuable debate and a useful
airing of the irreconcilable views of those
who believe the church should be deeply |
involved in the cut and thrust of life and
those who believe the church’s task is to
spell out principles and leave their

working out to others

Archdeacon Brian McGowan summed
up the feelings of most people when he
said the gospel was a paradox; a uniting
thing in the community and at times a
fragmenting thing. The motion to pull out
of the ACC was lost

Archdeacon Dutton said he believed
the debate had allowed a certain number

I prejudices to be aired and a good deal

of light to be shed on the fact that our
involvement in the Australian Council of
Churches means that as Anglicans we |
bear some responsibility for what is said [
and done by the AC( |
Reprinted from “Messenger the official |

Anglican newspaper for the Province of WA

New principal
for Bible |
College

The Council of the Bible College of South
Australia has invited the Rev. Dr. Ross
Bensley to be Principal-designate of the
College from January 1984, The present
Principal, Dr. Gryan Hardman, has
indicated his desire to resign from his
position at BCSA in order to commence
fuller involvement with Karachi

Theological Seminary, Pakistan I

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Van Culin,

sympathies and outstanding
administrative ompetence. | welcome
his appointment and look forward to
working in close harmony with him " he
said

Mr. Denton paid tribute to the work of
Bishop John Howe over 14 years as “a
remarkable contribution to the
development of mutual responsibility
and partnership among the Churches of
the Anglican Communion
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revival
amongst
Aborigines
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The Third Annual Moore College Lectures have just been published under the titie *
Rev. Dr. D. B. Knox. Dr. Knox dedicated his book to the Faculty of Moore Theological
College. He is seen here holding his book and accompanied by the Faculty members

They are (from left to right) Rev, Dr. P. Jensen, Dss. M. Rodgers, Rev. G. Cole, Dr. Knox, Rev

MOORE SCHOLAR LAUNCHES NEW BOOK

The Everlasting God” The Lectures were

W. Lawton, Rev, Dr. P. O’Brien, Rev. Dr
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Call to debate
Family Law Act
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with immediate
th improving legis
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Evangelicals
little interested
in reformation
of the church

We're having a
holiday

t f avast r of Australia | rv 24tl
he Anglican body h has beer The Office will be clo ille
meetng ir anberra, ¢ shed in 1981 a trom Decer th 1«
book “Family Law in Australia: A though news items will eceived
Anglican Response”, which co ited by post or through our answering service
1 the report of the Parliamentary
Committee on the Family Law Act. The The Editorial Staff and the Office Staff
Commission supported most of the join with the Board of Directors i
proposed amendments, with the wishing all our readers a happy and safe
exception of “divorce-by-post Christmas
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Shadow Over Christmas

It must have been the most spectacular production in
the history of show business. The announcer was

angel. The angel was joined by a great company of the

heavenly host. Obviously the message that God
wanted to proclaim; the message of Christmas, was of

vital importance.

But translators got it all wrong. The angel and the
heavenly host said “Glory to God in the highest” but
they did not say, as the old versions of the Bible put
it, “and peace on earth to all men.!” Rather, they said,
“Peace on earth to men on whom His favour rests.” It
is easy to see why the wrong translation has become
so popular and has found its way into the Christmas

story.

foday we desperately seek peace, but the peace we
seek is a superficial peace. Christmas suggests to our
world that peace is easily obtainable.

We have been lulled into believing that peace can
be obtained by throwing a party; by back-slapping

and laughte
candelight

by singing Christmas Carols by
y giving unwanted presents; by sending

Christmas cards to people we do not bother to

contact for the rest of the vea

r; by sipping some

bubbly with friends, relatives or co-workers. To
believe those things about Christmas is to make a

mockery of the mind of God

When God proclaimed the Christmas message He
knew what was involved in the peace he spoke about
| He knew that the Bethlehem babe would only bring
peace to men by a life of complete obedience to
Himself; a life that would lead to the Hill of Calvary
and to the physical and spiritual agony of crucifixion

lhat was the price God was prepared to pay to
make possible peace between fallen man and Himself

fo see Christmas in any other wa
Christmas is the (

shadow over

is to cheapen it. The

ross

So God’s peace is for men of whom His favour rest

Who are they? They are those

who, in the words of

the original angelic announcement, recognise Jesus as
both Saviour and Lord; and who recognise Him not in
any corporate way Saviour and Lord but as personally

‘MY Saviour and MY Lord’

lhe sad truth about Christmas is that many who
celebrate it; who enjoy its benefits; who talk and even
believe about peace on earth, will one day discover

that the babe of Bethlehem; the gentle Jes

1s meek and

mild of the antiseptically-clean stable, is the same
Jesus who today sits at the right hand of God as their
Judge. No wishy-washy talk of love or peace will
matter on the Great Day when they face Him. The
message of Christmas for those who do not

acknowledge Jesus as Saviour and Lord is a message of

eternal judgment.

Given this it is no wonder people have built around
Christmas a mythology that prevents them from facing
reality. The shadow over Christmas is the Cross. Let us
this Christmas proclaim the biblical message that men
everywhere must repent and believe or must face
eternal damnation. The seeds of this judgment began
to be worked out on that first Christmas morn.
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Letters to the Edctor

Dear Sir

The ordination of women has become a
current concern to the extent that the 1982
Synod has just appointed a committee to
consider the question and report back to
Synod

Over a number of years, because of my
commitment to Christianity and my activities
in the sphere of education, | have carefully
considered the role of women in society and
in the church, lest, in any way, in fulfilling what
I believed was my own calling, | might be
guilty of d
these deliberations, | should like to

edience to God. As a fruit of
ake the

following comments
1

1. Men and women in recent years have
been given an equal opportunity to obtain
theological training. They study the same

nd the same lectures and qualify

Therefore 1 any

the Biblical role of women,

st remember that there are now womer
wr community, who are

ute t

ompetent to

ssing the Biblical positior

and whose opinion should therefore be
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ment, it bel €

wrinted

t
Having made thi

ne to note that

v studyin,

itements made by men and women
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the 1 a ]
glect the men wt | serve ir
this capacity. A close scrutiny of the possibilit
aconate mperative. Thi
) establish an extende

Ness ministry in more vi

e than are a

inistry th
ould Bibhical research establist
T4 ith the principle of the ordinatio
of o the priesthood, attention should
be paid to t rrent role of the parish priect
y to women. Sufficient
it been paid 1o the possible
age, childbearing and the
rearing of children or h prie
and on the parish she serve yat
matter, on her husband. It ible

theoretically for the husban n the home

and rear the children, releasing his wife for

parish duties, but the bearing of childrer
the case of each child the tation and
lactation penods) cannot oby y be
delegated to the male

6. Sufficient attention has not been paid to

tudying individually the various duties
performed by the parish priest, 1o decide what
part the Bible and what part church tradition

ed in determining these. It may be

0 assign 1o a diaconate such as

ed in point 4 some priestly duties at least
in some carefully defined circumstances or
even 1o find grounds for a limited ordination
of women with carefully defined spheres of
operation. Such duties as officiating at
marriages and celebrating Holy Communion
could well be examined. Any such ordination
would need to be justified on Biblical grounds

Yours sincerely,
Joy Parker

erous feature on Ridley College
(15.11.82) has given great encouragement. |
thank the Record on behalf of the Appeal

for the article’s excellence and for

Committe
your warm commendation
No diocese as

except throug

s the College budget

es. No Government aid is

given the building programme, apart from the

grant of tax deductibility. The busines
recession means that the $750,000 we need
must come mostly from gifts made by

fioceses, parishes and personal supporters

The library and lecture hall are essential

now, to cope with additional classes
mounting enrolments. Our fine staff should be

matched by adequate equipment

Gifts from your readers should be sent to
the Bursar, Ridley College, Parkville 3052. | de
hope many of them will see the importance
Ridley and help us to complete our facilitie

for this vital ministry

orge Pearson, Appeal Director

Dear Sir
was glad to see your words on the back
page of Church Record concerning The
Sydney Re e Work ) e Destitute
or “The Homele as they're more
respectiully called today
May | firstly suggest the Anglican church
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be prepared 1o examine a manusce "
The state of the urrent churc
New Zealand” with particular
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iblishing it to awaker

he evils of the hour?

o | wish to thank y

letter to the editor

for publishing my
(18th

ertainly have courage — | nev

in the same issue
Oct '82). You
really expected it to be published

ncerely in HIM,

R A Seale
Dear Sir

| refer to the ecumeni ce for the
Queen at All Saints’ Church lie during

Her Majesty ra, 101082

recent visit i d
The service was arranged by the Rt Rev, C. A
Warren, Bishop of Canberra and Goulburm

Also participating was Roman Catholic Bishog

Clancy

In a wild act of constitutional lawlessnes
Bishop Warren has violated the Act of

ment by establishing full relationship

wit Church of Rome and destroying the
heritage of the Reformation. The Act of
Settlernent was framed as a Defensive
Measure, and not out of malice or bigotry. The
Protestant religion is based on the teachng of
Christ as revealed in the New Testament. The
Roman Religion is the idolatrous religion of
the old pagan priests of Baal and of the pagan

Continued page 4

The challenges facing Evangelical Anglicans
in the remainder of this century

The Secular Spirit
Thirteen years ago Peter Berger wrote “If
commentators on the contemporary
situation of religion agree about
anything, itis that the supernatural has
departed from the modern world

He continued by making reference to
the work of Herman Kahn and Anthony
Weiner of the Hudson Institute seeking to
project the course of the final third of this
century. He noted that they were able to
do this with “only minimal mention of
religion” and on the assumption that
twentieth century culture will be
increasingly ‘sensate a term defined as
meaning “imperial, this worldly, secular

humanistic, pragmatic, utilitarian
contractural, epicurean or hedonistic and

the like

If Berger is only half correct he

indicates an area from which evangelicals

face a major challenge the secular
mind and spirit
The challenge is at least threefold. (1)
h a mind makes it hard to aspire to a
realistic doctrine of hope. The Christiar
conviction that he has an inheri Al
up tor him in the future is the fol

for costly obedie e and !

denial. Without that clear doc

hope, the petus for obedience and
If-denial € ned

f wgiver
It encourages the Christia
I i vith t
f-satisfacti rather thar vice; t
ak fenial and to indulge
ratit
n therefore be reckoned that
) ’ th
that |
f \a )

i halle O not
I with the | of this ¢ he
v yody of Christiar act
rel Had

Capitulation to Excessive

Individualism
The value and responsibilities of the

wdividual are theme h are
nportant to evangelicals, The need |

personal faith and the dev

personal piety are elements

trong essed

Karl H. Wilson write

in America is focusing

Modern thought

almost entirely on

the nghts of the individual over the socia
good He quotes Dr. William Glasser
people today concern themselves more

and more with an independent role

their identity” and Paul Vitz author of
Psychology as Religion: The Cult of Self
Worship, speaks of “selfisiy

The determination to satisfy self
interest at any cost becomes a threat to

family and society. For men it has meant

the abandonment of the family as a focus
for intere oncern and effort. Self
realisation is to be found in pursuits

which neglect that area of leadership

For women, the pressure for greater

personal freedom again leads away fror
the

per

amily as an area of worthwhile
1al fulfilment

In the church it has meant an
unwillingness to sacrifice for the sake of
the mission of the church

It makes the corporate element of local
church life little more than a verbal
reality, where individuals feel only a
minimal commitment to the spintual
growth of other members of the body

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, in the 1978
commencement address at Harvard, said
“The defence of individual rights has
reached such extremes as to make
society as a whole defenceless against

certain individuals. It is time in the west
to defend not so much human rights as
human obligations

Such excessive individualism is only
another name for self-seeking and a
challenge to the spirit of loving sacrificial

service

The Challenge to the Family

There was a time when protestants saw
the home as the training ground for
church and state and the seed bed of
election. When role expectations were
more clear and satisfying, the fan
|

provided a focus for a large comr en
of life. The family which was large
enough in extension to provide support

in moments of weakness and challenge

helped to maintain the individual
Numerous forces now operate to weaker

this basic structure as individual rights

come to over-ride any commitment to

wider loyalties like the family, Thu

vorce becomes i

re prevalent. The

pleasure
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Calvin that Script the sceptre

God" the instrument by which Ct

King exercises his authority anr

there is no escape from the challe
patently working at the way in w
understand, collate and apply the
revelation which God has chosen to giv

15 in this form

Within this d
equipped to ta

ese those

he comg

this issue t

G o teach In «

ollege, Each successive generation of

tudents is exposed to their influence and
direction. But when that situation is left
behind the working pastor may fron

then on have little or not contact with
those best fitted to grapple with these

1SSUes

We mu
intormed the practitioner

t aim to keep alive and

of ministry in
the local parishes, They need the regular
and continuing encouragement, input
and stimulation, that our best theologica
minds can provide. Pastors are the key to
the life of the local church

At the local level the communication
from pastor to people must be based on
the best information and expressed in
such a way that it is felt to be relevant
applicable, appropriate and effectual
Communication rieeds to be Biblically
and theologically accurate and pastorally
relevant to people at all points on the

scale of literary competence

The Capacity to make Disciples

The call to make discipies arises from
the roots of our convictions as
evangelicals, We sense that thefe is a
divine imperative which presses us to

win, nurtur

and equip for ministry al
whom God may give us ability to contact
We are called to the process of making
converts and developing them to the
stage where they become disciple
makers

I am impressed at the evangelistic

activity of clergy and many lay people

the gion of the Diocese 1 which |
am most familiar. Noneth s, | an
concerned about the depth of this zeal

and aoility in congregations numerically

considere I * it appears that it
n small percentage of eact
r yation that is realistically
ted to that nistry
( Jiite t € A
differ, but other ct ! ther place
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The Ministry of Lay People
Generally and Women in
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A Gospel for the Whole of Life

As people who aim to subject personal

life and that of society to the judgr
God's Word Evangelicals strip thems
of credibility when they are no more than
in echo of the value of their own class or

culture

There is a constant challenge to bring
Gospel truth to all departments of life
politics, personal value, style of living
goals, ambitions, leisure, science
education, art, music

Sadly and painfully, worldliness is born
with us. We are dealing with our own
hearts when many of these issues
confront us. Regardless of this we cannot
simply privetize the gospel. It must be

made to touch us and our world. The
upheavals of a social and political
character born out of years of
exploitation and greed require
sympathetic understanding and
evaluation
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A Structure which serves the
needs of the Gospel

With a diocese which rejoices in an

evangelical heritage, we who prize its
character must continue to reflect on its
adequacy to promote the gospel of

which it is a servant. From Synod to Parish

Councils we must be regularly asking the

questior Why are we here?” “What are

we meant to be doing Are we doing it

in the best way?” “Do we have the
courage to change where that is

needed?

There is the challenge of the tendency

to institutionalize inspiration and to

thereby throttle There is no other

answer but ¢ tant reflection and

onstant renewal

% % ok
1982 Church
Record Dinner
Address

The Challenges facing Evangelical
Anglicans in the Remainder of this

cenlury

Rt. Rev, R H. Goodhew

New Head
Deaconess for

ippointed Head De.
D Mary

The

tive from Decem ber

appoint

Her role will be to fulfil representative
functions, to pastor the deaconess and
parish sisters and to be a liaison between

the Ar

chbishop and the deaconesses

Deaconess Standfield has also been
wppointed to the Sydney Diocesan
Synod

In 1968 she was appointed Deaconess
attached to the Home Mission Society’s
Chesalon Homes

Her work with Chesalon includes
visiting each of the ten homes regularly
and endeavouring to be a supportive
Christian friend to staff and residents
alike

Deaconess Standfield will continue in
her position with Chesalon and of her
new appointment says she looks forward
to seeing the Lord’s goodness and
greatness in her new responsibilities as
Head Deaconess

1982 — 3
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continental reformation was first

doctrinal and subsequently political

In Britain events followed a different
pattern., John Wyclif (the morning star of
the Reformation) had translated the
Scriptures, and itinerant preachers had
gone about the land with the Gospel in
the 14th Century, Outside of England, in
Bohemia, Wyclif's work had great effect
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blessing to Luther. But there is not a clear

unbroken line of cause and effect he
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Statute of Six Articles of 1539, restated the

essential Roman Catholic teaching. The

political breach with Rome prepared the
ground for Reformation. The
appointment of Thomas Cranmer to the
Archdiocese of Canterbury, and the brief
reign of the boy King Edward Vi
(1547-1553), with the protestant Protector
Somerset in power, provided the
circumstances for reformatic n, 50 people
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t about the reintrod n of Romish
| doctrine and practice, The Tracts for the
| imes were the propaganda programr
the 1 ement. In the notorious Tract

90 ). H. Newman (later Cardinal) used all
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Thomas called “The experiment of a via
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theology and history, are taking up the

ediaidea. They mistakenly st

he Reformation produced thre
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lea or Coffee?” they would answer
loffee”. But toffee not part of the
question

The question was, and has been, and
will remain, “Reformed or Romant” The
author of Tract 90 realised that ntually

and then the Rev. H. J. Newman became
Cardinal Newman. Reformed Christian
are those who submit to the supreme
authority of the Scriptures. Rome and her
adherents serve the Pope, and accept that
Church and his infallibility as their
supreme authority. “Yes” it is. “Tea or
Coffee?” or rather, “Pope or Gospel?”
What is your answer?!
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@ They spent hours debating moral issues [ WEF Theological Commission and political fortune? K.G.B. Yet we do not react to his
involved in the current high level of various staff, post-doctoral scholars, and Answer: Leonid llyich Brezhnev who accession to the top as we would if
unemployment, especially the students of the Tyndale House. The study with Alexei Kasygin and Nikolai Heinrich Himmler had become top man
possibility of job creation schemes for unit is planning to meet again in early Podgorny, effected a non-violent transfer of his outfit. After all, George Bush, the
unemployed young people |  December 1983 and continue its present of power at the top. Podgorny was the former Director of the C.LA,, is now U.S

® They debated the ethical complexity of I emphasis on the church but now nominal head of State, Brezhnev, as Party Vice-President and no one seems to be
artificial insemination by donor, and will focusing on a positive enunciation of the Secretary, had the real power. Some disturbed. Bush recently declared that he
complete a report on this topic within identity, unity, function, nature, limits and observers underestimated him as “a great found Andropov “impressive”. Two
the next month discipline of the church bear of a man”, wooden and lacking in professionals!
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One of the paradoxes confronting
counsellors is that some people come to
counselling talking a great deal about
change and yet they are not seriously
prepared to make those changes. There
are four common categories of this

paradox

(1) We're in trouble but he/she
must change

In this example a couple present for
counselling, they have agreed that their
relationship is deteriorating. They are
both honest about their conflict and even

agree as to some aspects in which they
both accept responsibility for their
difficulty, Howe ver, one person sees the
other as primarily to blame and believes
that if that person would simply change
his or her behaviour their relationship
would improve

On rare occasions this view can be

correct. It is more common for it to be a
fallacy. Relationship tension is almost
always brought about by the attitudes
and behaviours of both parties to that
relationship. Thus it follows that
relationship satisfaction and
improvement involves change in the
attitudes and behaviours of both partie
Even in the situation where one
member is more responsible than the
other it is not helpful for the appare
innocent victim to remain fixed ir

present position, Their partner need

Change: Talking versus Doing

help and understanding, and even if past
intentions and strategies have been
reasonable, they need to be modified if
they are going to be more helpful in the
future

(2) We're in trouble but I'm afraid
to change

Change in attitudes and behaviour will
produce consequences which cannot
always be reliably predicted. This
unknown factor leads to fear and anxiety
in some people. In one case a couple
who had been married for over 20 years
began to quarrel a great deal during the
last 5 years of their marriage, It became
f their habits and
» they

clear that some

routines had to change beca

were bored and exasperated each other

oo eas

They needed to change their routine
in ore . r to get some excitement and
spontaneity into their lives, The wife was
prepared to do this but her husband
feared that tt

» char would

jeopardize his business and his health. He
couldn’t anticipate the effects of such

changes without feeling apprehensive

The solution for this couple was to make
light changes slowly, get used to these
and if they 'iked the changes, to risk more

radical changes in the future, They

benefited more from negotiating change

together, than from the change

themselves

UNDERSTAND EACH “* THER

(3) We're in trouble but we can't
change

This is a tragic situation. People can see
their difficulty, are agreed upon its
causes, are agreed upon the kinds of
changes which would ease their tension
and yet firmly believe that they cannot
work those changes, Such people lack
confidence in themselves or their partner
and see their present attitudes and
behaviours as fixed and unable to be
modified. Even Christians, who should be
able to have confidence in the Holy Spirit
to help them make these change:s
sometimes feel that their situation 1s so

bad that God is unable to help them

It is necessary for people in this
situation to recognize that change does
not have to be so great and so dramatic
th
simultaneously. That kind of demand is

t the desired goal is achieved

daunting and may not be achievable in
such a form. But changes can proceed

step-by-step, forming a gradual

progression to the desired goal. The
nitial changes make subsequent changes

The later changes would not be

possible
possible without the effects produced by

the initial and intermediate changes

(4) We're in trouble but | won't
change — it doesn’t suit me
I can illustrate this situation with a case

study, Norm and Irene were a married

Alan E. Craddock

couple who came for counselling
because Norm was thinking of leaving
Irene. He felt very isolated from Irene and
their two teenage sons, They seemed to
live only for themselves and he felt he
was just the “breadwinner”, home
maintenance-man and gardener. There
was little satisfaction in the relationship
from his point of view

Family therapy succeeded in changing
the attitudes of the sons toward their
father and things began to improve
dramatically. However, the wife
sabotaged the process and refused to
participaie in further family therapy. In an
individual session, when confronted with
her “sabotage” she said she knew she
could change just as her sons had, but
she didn’t want to. Why? Because she
her. She

wanted her husband to le
didn’t want to leave him because, as a
Christian, divorce initiated by her would
be wrong. But if he left her she could
hardly be blamed. An extraordinary
rationalization! She wouldn’t work for

hange because it didn’t suit her ultimate
goal

n all four of these paradoxical

situations chan talked about a great

s invested in

but little energ

producing change. In each situation there |
is understandable but faulty thinking and |
the first step towards changing the

ituation is an examination of that

thinking

BOOK REVIEWS

Vv (;n\(\,l’
Colossian> ik

Waord Biblical Commentary,
Volume 44, Colossians,
Philemon

+Peter T. O'Brien

Word Books, Publishers, Waco, Texas,
1982,

p.p. liv + 328, $18.95

It is a pleasure to welcome this full-scale
commentary from the pen of Dr. O'Brien
A former Principal of Moore College (A
Lukyn Williams) and a former Warden of
St. Paul’s College (L. B. Radford) both
wrote commentaries on Paul's Epistles to
the Colossians and Philemon. But they
apy
and one of the features of Peter O'Brien's

red in 1907 and 1931 respectively

work is his use and assessment of
scholarly discussion of matters related to
Colossians which has taken place in more
recent imes

This volume is the first | have seen in
the new “Word Biblical Commentary”: 52
volumes being published in the US.A
with 46 contributors from many parts of
the evangelical world. The series has
David Hubbard as General Editor, and
Ralph P. Martin as New Testament Editor
The series “seeks to serve the needs of
professional scholars and teachers,
seminary students, working ministers
anyone who seeks to build a theological
understanding of Scripture upon a solid
foundation of scholarship”

As in such commentaries,.the material
is tightly packed, and systematically

treated, There 1 tion, and
ample indices. Eact xt has it
wwh bibliograph by the

commentator, textual notes,

literary form or setting, comm tt
Greek text (the main comy and
theological alse
expanded n vords or
features, e.g oron The Ru
or the Household
This systematic handling is an aid t
careful study, and my only ¢
the intrusion of so many bracketed
1ces to others’ wor n the midst {
ences of expe
Dr. O'Brien has made a spe | study ot

St. Paul’s formulas of thanksgiving, and
also of what St. Paul understands by
Both aspect
relevant to Colossians, with
What

are “the elements of the universe” in

principalities and powers
of study ar

is empha hation

n “recon

yught? Or in the thought of

Paul’s ¢

O'Brien’s

temporaries?! One of Dr
strengths is his awareness of the
relation between ancient thought forms
and the issues of our own day

This is a very thorough and competent
commentary, meticulous in detail, and
firm in its grasp of the leading truths of
the Epistles

Donald Robinson

The Sons of God are the
Servants of All

Geoffrey C. Bingham
New Creation Publications Inc., pp.130
Paperback.

Geoffrey Bingham's latest book takes up
a theme pursued in earlier books. The
book’s theme is a call to Christians at
large to practise love, expressed in service
to others and so fulfil the meaning of
being human. This topic is an urgent one
for the church today and Bingham’s
approach is both fresh and telling as he
deals with ethics and its relation to faith
There is a helpful summary at the end
where the author states “the core of this
book is the fact that Christ was truly man
and it is truly human to love in the way he
did, and to serve in the manner he
served’

This Christological centre is worked
out from the Old Testament moral law
through the life and teaching of Jesus to

the role of the Church in the world, The

author argues that the context of the
that this

lies behind the creation ordinances and is

moral law is essentially to love

in fact the nature of God. Fallen man and
the redeemed in their fallen nature
interpret law legalistically. It is only by
faith that its essential nature is seen. Thi

is evident in the whole life and minist
Jesus not only on the cross. Bingham
objects to the reformers distinction
between the active and passive
obedience of Jesus and relates his
obedience to his human and not divine
nature. The implications of this are then
discussed for the gifts of ministry in the
Church and the relation of the Church to
the world in preaching and service

This book had great potential but just
did not seem to make it. The style of
writing is digressive and the argument
often hard to follow. We found several
theological ambiguities. For instance
Bingham on the one hand discards the
two nature model for obedience (p.61)
but then goes on to relate obedience
only to Christ’s human nature. The
statement that “it is true his deity co
existed with his humanity, yet it is true
also that it did not impinge upon it” (P59)
does little justice to the union of the two
natures in the one person. Furthermore
the identification of law and love is made
too easily without sufficient attention to
the whole law in the Old Testament, the
different nuances of law in the gospels
and epistles and the theological
discussion of law since Luther and Calvin
Finally we felt that the book as a “stirrer
of conscience, a reminder to shake
oneself and get on with the primary task

the service of others” (p.2) just did
not get down to earth, Who and how are
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we to serve? What is the connection
between preaching and service in the

concrete of everyday lifé

Rev. John Bales

The Last Days of Jesus

by T. V. Moore

Banner of Truth Trust, 212 pp. pbk
English price, $1.95

This devotional of 20 chapters deals with
the torty days between the re rrectior

ascension of Christ, a period rare

AN
« I

expounded in detai

Moore was a graduate of the old
Princeton and in 1867 was Moderator of
the General Assembly of the ithern

resbyterian Churcl

ably comt

theological ins naking the book

helpful for those on the lookout for fresh

tudy or sermon material

in the apostolic commission (Lt

asks why the first offer was made

Jerusalem. “If Jerusalem could be

forgiven, none need ¢ air,” he writes

If Jerusalem can be saved, none need be

ost

Those who d

pute the significance of
agapao and phileo in John 21, will be
interested in his claim that there is a
distinction. Moore bases this on the
words of Socrates in Xenophon
Memorabilia Il. 7 and 9
(phileseis) them, when you see that they

You will love

are serviceable to you, and they will grow
attached to you (agapesousin)

Worthwhile putting in the bag to read
during the holidays

Donald Howard

Paul Stookey
sings for Jesus

Internationally famous singer Paul
Stookey of Peter, Paul and Mary fame, wil
be touring Australia in January and
February of 1983 and presenting gospe!
concerts at 12 different venues

The tour organised by the Jesus People
group in Perth will be Stookey’s 3rd visit
to Australia as a solo gospel singer. The
organiser of the tour, Mr. Jeff Hopp, said
Stookey's 2 previous tours have been
overwhelming successes, with crowds of
up to 3,000 in attendance at concerts




HEAD DEACONESS RETIRES | PROBLEMS AT | Theos summer
KATOOMBA missions to

CONVENTION | young people

No enough room, chairs, hymn books

b ear The imer m
accommodat to cater for the This year Theos summe

people wanting to attend the Australia v zain be in National Park
Day Youth Convenion January 19¢ resort ountry towns and city suburt

We've been praying for these problen Fo W to thirty voluntary Theo

for years” said one of the Counci workers in each team, it may be a change
embers “and now God is answering but it won't be a holiday. They will run

prayers coffee-shops, drop-in centres and craft

1ops, give concerts, hold meeting
The Convention Council is anticipating f
’ and plan events ranging from surfing
ibout 2,000 young people will attend the
championships to raft races. They will be
mnvention at Katoomba and it is
{ meeting young people, making friends
wted t at all ¢ nvention residential
2 and sharing their faith during severa
accommod n will be booked we
n location’ in centre
davance

Additional camping space anc
Archbishop Robinson making a presentation to Deaconess Mary Andrews on her caravans have been booked

These Theos summer missions for
young people are one aspect of the wor
retirement as Head Deaconess of Sydney Diocese Convention site to cate: r those young people are one aspe o th ork

. _ i of Scripture Union. The movement is
Deaconess Andrews served as a missionary in China from 1938-1951. On her return to attending. Groups of 5 Ver have

Australia Archbishop Mowll appointed her as Princ ipal at Deaconess House. She retired been booking this year ; a number of
from there in 1975 house parties are being run by Church

attend the Convention

strongest in Queensland and Victoria
where rmanent urban missions operate
throughout the year. It is frontier work

build bridges between the Church and
Phillip Jensen, Chaplain to the

Gambling Handicapped

Mathigs Church of England Centennial
¢ Friendship evangelism’ is central to

K . : tosathar with Bay e it
unlimited in Christians theos mission work. Through th varied

programme of activities and events team

Church and member of the Board of the ‘ Ik i
N.SW Need Not Be Sydney Missionary and Bible College will | Workers meet and talk to a wide cross
- . .

section of young people — and soon end
udies on The Holy Spirit, which ha SEIRLET, (RIS JOU .

DisabIEd imulated tremendous interest amongst up answering questions about their faith

many groups of young people

The “exciting thing” says the Counci

that these young pec yme te hear

mewoio or con eponded s | Bishop Chadwick
returns to

Emnam——  frgland

LONDON (ACC) The Bishop of
Kimberley and Kuruman, Bishop Graham

MiSSionary Chadwick, who announced his

resignation in August because of

exist for that reason

government restrictions preventing hin

IEaderS tO ViSit from visiting his diocese, will be returning

to Britain on December 16, 1982

Australia next | Bishop Chadwick was excluded from

white South Africa in March and has since

ived in Bophuthatswana. He is unable to

year sit part of his diocese without a multi

try visa, which was not made available
onary leaders are to v | n. A further recent request by the
Australia next vear r the ausp Bishop for a permit to travel to Kimberley
the Far Fast Broadc ) to take an ordination service has so far
tralia r een granted and the Bishop intends
ake the service in Batlharos in

Bophuthatswana on December 15, The

Mr. John Whea

a
S ary with E£.B.C. for nearly th

y i O e following day he will fly back to Britain
Ry Ml with his family, lronically the Bishop will

need permission even to get from
knowiedge Batlharos to the airport at Johannesburg
African ane He writes: “Failing permission even then
be of great restt A wil to travel on the roads of South Africa, we
ng Febrt vould have to travel through desert
vads to Heuningvlei, a large salt pan two

irs' truck journey from here. A smal

4 plane from Kuruman (12 miles from
n Hong Kong and ese here) would pick us up at Heuningvlei
nsultant is exper and take us to Jan Smuts airport in

se affairs is excepti 3 wannesburg

an independent provocative MAINLY AB .‘?‘UT PE‘T.PLE

evangelical voice , )
DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY \‘.nlm Barry N. From Assistant Master the

£ t tant ¢ f ¢ r aver Penir school and Assistant Curate St

A. R Wood, The Rev. To be inducte to oo ¢ Mount

int | )y Chaplain of

Bernard G. Judd

G. W. Barnier, The Re
J ! ' ¢ ector r Temby, John N, |

hot O} Andrew’s Glen Wi

inder the ¢ n of the Regional Bish

L. Alban's Hamlyn Height

Wallace, Richard E. From co-ordinator of th

Anglican Charismatic Fellowship of Austral

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE

s, Raymond C, From the Diocese of cumbency of St John's Blackburn

Marten, Hather R From St Mark

Dalzell, D. Paul, Fron ta i Al Templestowe to St Matthew’s Mulgrave. Tc

Hnts’ Newtown to assistant curate within the commence duties on Sunday, 5th Decemby
ent of Chaplaincies, Dioces 1982

Melbourne, from 6th December

Resignations

Davis, John C. From a tant priest St Peter Hinds, Dallas ). From assistant curate
Melbourne t t-in-Charge (under th Department of Chaplaincies, Diocese of
firection of the gional Bishop) of the Melbourne, as from 28th November, 1982
Church of the Ascension Springvale

Mcinnes, Raymond ). From Priest-in-Charge St

Johnstone, Robert L From Priest-in-Charge A Luke’s North Fitzroy with St Andrew’s Clifton
aints’ Northcote to assistant priest in the Hill from bth February 1983, To become Rector

pa 1 of Greensborough /Watsonia as from of the parish of Benalla in the Diocese of

tha Aiiisra % g uesday, 15t February, 1983 Wangaratta

o Lawry, Peter R From “On Leave” Diocese of
Post coupon to The Australian Church Record, 1st Floor, St Andrew's House Melbourne to assistant curate St Mark OBITUARY

Sydney Square, Sydney, NSW 2000

N

Templestowe as from Monday, 13th Beyer, Thomas David. Died 22nd N
December, 1982 1982
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