Christian Music Centre fights

pornography

The Christian M
opened ‘Whole

me Video' to pre

family entertainment on film, far

dlating pornographic fare

already the biggest retail
outlet for contemporary Christian music

records and cassettes in Sydney

Now the Centre has token

problem of combating the videc

depicting voilence, pornography

eroncisn
In stock at Wholesome Video, 1s a

ehensive rental library of

commercially released family
entertainment films, plus Bible storie

Christian feature films and message

Svnod Guide, continued
Episcapal ordination as of the essence of
a validly dispensed sacrament

ACR can only thoroughly recommend
this report for wider reading. One last
Richard
Hooker so predominantly quoted in the
16th century section? Romanticise
perhaps? Richard Hooker, a rather
obscure Bishop with a good, but obscure
pen wrote at the turn of the 16th century

quizzical comment. Why is

and was only “discovered” late in the
17th century by other equally “romantic
Anglicans who had other eggs to fry
including the divine right of kings
Although worth quoting in his own right
other 16th century theologians
dominated the scene Nilliam Perkins

Martin Bucer, Peter Martyr and Heindrich

|

f The Bullgﬂ
0!
: by
iy
o¥

videos from top Christian speakers. Also
there are many entertaining life-situation

videos of dramatised moral and family

ituations, depi 3 the moral dilemma

all Christians face, to maintain their

tandards in today’s world. Plus, of

course, some wonderful music tapes from
Fisherfolk, 2nd Chapter of Acts, Amy

Grant and many more

Christians are now having to face the
fact that a lot of television is no longer
uitable for their family viewing, and |

in

many people are buying videos to
their children away from it, and provide
good Christian entertainment in the

home

Bullinger: especially Bucer. Yes, Martyr

and Bucer were Anglican theologians! Or

did the King's Chair of Theology at
Cambridge and Oxford have holders who
did not work for the Crown and the
church for which the Crown was head?
Bullinger bears mention on the table of
Anglican theologians, Ronora causa
because of his contribution by many
letters from Zurich to the English
Reformers

Notwithstanding this quibble the
report is worth wide exposure amongst
all who seek the mind of Christ from the
Bible
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DIOCESE OF SYONEY

Rev. 5. M. Miller will resign as Resident Minister
of Cabramatta West on 10th October to be
Chaplain of Lord Howe Island

Rev. D. ). Wilson will resign a
n 18th November to become
Penrith

Rev. |. E. Hawkins, Rector of Lidcombe, has
wccepted the position of Chaplain, Macquarie
Hospital

Rev. R A, Woodward will re

Hurstville from 31,1.85

1s Rector of

PEOPLE

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE
Rev. Samuel John from West Malaysia has been

Riven permission to officiate in the Diocese
and will work at St Philip’s, Broadview till mid
December, 1984

The Rev. W. G. C. Winsall-Hall, Assistant Priest
in the Parish of Mitcham has accepted the
position of Priest-in-Charge of the Parish o
Tailem Bend in the Diocese of The Murray, as
from 14th October, 1984

Addiction destruction

A whole new approach to alcoholism and drug dependency

At a time when more and more families

are affected by the growth in alcoholisey

n this country, an organisation of
internationally respected experts is
rynin

the Mor

many of the myths and misconception

a training course at Balcombe, on

eninsula, to ‘dispel

held by most people, including |

professionals” about alcohol and drug

lependency

Mr. John Keating, the Director of the
Holyoake Ir the Western
Australian Institute on Alcohol and
Addictions will be leading a

comprehensiy

titute

e course on the subj

which is

open to the public, altho

pecifically designed to help marriage
guidance counsellors, community nursing
personnel, welfare and social workers

probation and parole officers, clergy ar

famihes involved with alcoholics or drug

Jer
deper

|
lent people {
Emphasis will be on the importance of |
identifying alcoholism and not being |
misled by other problems that are J
presented,” said John Culley, of Fusion ’
Australia, organisers of the visit to
Victoria. “It will be demonstrated how
family members are not only affected by ‘

the iliness, but are involved in the process

Tolpuddle Martyrs, continued

Methadists, the leader George Loveless |
Many 1
early Trade Union and Labor leaders in

being an outstanding lay-preacher

England came from Methodist Chapels
where they learned how to speak and
give leadership

The strength of the Tolpuddle six was
their unshakeable faith in God. From this
faith came the belief in the inherent
worth and dignity of all people and the
burning passion against
faith sustained them in the struggle

njustice. Their

against a tyrannical government, a
corrupt judiciary and opposition from the
people

The Tolpuddle story tells of courageous
men taking the initiative against evil, They
accepted the challenge of injustice and
set out to overcome it. Tribute must be
paid to the early pioneers of the Trade |
Union Movement. Without the
organization of the workers justice would
have shown little advance. People of
wealth and power rarely voluntarily offer
improved wages or conditions to the
people. Present frustration and anger
against some Unions should not blind
people to the great achievements of the
Trade Union movement in history

The quality of the character of the
Martyrs shines through a century and half
of time. Nothing embittered or destroyed
their spirit. With incredible Christian
grace they absorbed evil and overcame it

The great need of every section of
society today, including the Trade Unions,
is quality of character. Society is facing a
character-crisis. Australia desperately

MISSIONARY GIFT IDEA
" We love to recelve wews from Fome. '’

These are words expressed many
time over by missionaries who are
serving the Lord Jesus in other parts
of the world. Why not send a gift
subscription of the Australian
Church Record to a Missionary of
your choice, or send a request to us
and we will select a missionary for
you to support. The cost is $18.00 a
year, Help a missionary to keep in
touch with home.

and the progression of it. Interventior

techni s will be exp d role

demonstrating how fa

bers may become part of the

recovery instead of being part of the
iness
Am:

week-long cours

the subjects covered in the

extent of the

are th

alcohol problem; alcoholism, a

progressive and treatable iliness

caretaking the spouse’s illness; the
physiological effects of alcohol
alcoholism and sexuality; the womar
alcoholic; relationship with the law
adolescence and alcohol. The course

includes films, videos and

rkshop:s
Balcombe
Mess, near

and it takes place at the

Army Camp Officers

Mornington, now the Fusion Centre for
Youth & Community Services

T'he Course runs from October 15t
th, and is one of 15 short term courses
on a wide range of subjects designed to
15sist people engaged in youth and
community work. Pamphlets and further
details on this or other coyrses are
available from Fusion, PO. Box 293
Mornington 3931, or by ringing 059
41442

needs people who live above personal or

sectional self-interest, who are beyond
corruption and who are motivated by
love of God and love of neighbour

The Tolpuddle Martyrs’ story brings a

message of hope and the ultimate
triumph of right. The Martyrs placed
their trust in non-violence. In a world
awash with ideas let lcose by the French
Revolution they rejected the way of
virlence. cike Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, « century later they through non
violence changed the world

The story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs
presents a tremendous challenge today
The struggle for justice and freedom goes
on. Today half the human family is in
bondage to poverty, with 500,000 hidden
poor in Australia. Around the world 250
million are unemployed. Over all the
earth hangs the threat of nuclear
destruction, Here is the challenge

The Church is called far more

vigorously to take up the struggle for

justice and peace and to establish

closer links with the Trade Union

Movement

The Trade Unions are challenged to

return to their roots, seeking

inspiration from Christian worship and

values. The Unions must not trivialise a

noble heritage through trifling strikes

or the pursuit of sectional self

interest”

The Trades Union Council of N.SW. and
The World Evangelism organised the
celebration

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral
Annesley-Westwood Guest
House
11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old bullding 6 acres park-like

grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required
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A house church meeting in St Clair
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Archbisth ybinsor th

Continued page

A question of
priorities:

women priests, clothing and evangelism

Sydney Synod weighs the issues.

The First Ordinary Se
in Chapter House. Synod members
n many issues including Women
divorced persons

t

Donald Robinson drew Synod’s atten

In his Presidential addre Archlt

m

to the fact thatif all 840 members actually

came there would be no room then
stairs of the Chapter
ARre
1ssues, he

Those sitting on the

House would have heartil . Inan

address ranging over

spoke strongly on the Use of the Surplice

He said, "l would welcome some

nance which would permit a

clergyman to dispense with wearing the
surplice on certain exceptional
added that he did not

* present time we have an

occasions,” He
think that at th

adequate understanding of the purpose

of public worship or of the role of the
minister in the conduct of it The
Archbishop suggested that the Report to
Synod and the consequent Ordinance did
not satisfy him

He also attacked those in the Diocese
who have signed the following statement

undertake, so long as | hold a

* to officiate as a Minister in the
Diocese of Sydney, that | will not wear the
hasuble nor the other eucharistic
vestments, neither will | permit others to
wear them in any church over which I may
have charge; but that | will wear the surplice
at all mes of ministrations until such time
as in the judgement of the Archbishop ot
Sydney tor the ime being, declared in
writing, the eucharnistic vestments are legal
but who proceed to ignore it. This must
be signed before any clergyman receives
alicence in Sydney Diocese

Those who wear the eucharistic

S ministry

sion of the 40th Synod of the Diocese
crammed into inadequate space to hear debates

of Sydney met last week

f the surplice and remarriage of
vestment, and there are many in the
Diocese, are simply being dishonest. The
Archbishop's comme ensured a lively

on the ordinance (details of thi
debate will be in our next issue)

Women priests

On the women's issue the Archbishop
said

1 an e who holds that the
ordination of women to the priesthood

as that priesthood is presently expressed
in our formularies, would be contrary to
the apostolic tradition of the New
Testament on which the constitution of
our church is based, and that the same
apostolic order places restraints on
women preaching in the congregation
although | have licensed some to do so
where a congregation has requested it in

Continued page 9

INSIDE

World Mission Review
.. page 3

Prelate lashes out ...page9
China focus ... page 11
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he largest Baptist church in Europe b
been given less than four week 1
that it will be demolished

On 5 September leaders of the 2nd
Baptist Church of Oradea, Roma
I 1 an othicial notice from tr

Romanian authornties that their bulding i
to be demolished. Local officials told

church leaders that the demolition could
begin as soon as 1 October when Baptist
church representatives
to prot

september. One church member

t the demolition order on 6

tated
The authorities mentioned that we

would be shown four or five locations

where we might rebuild. However, when
pressed for details of them, government
officials refused to even name these

possible locations

We informed the government officials
that we would be unwilling to sign any
document agreeing to the demolition
intil we were permitted to build a new
church

The notification of demolition gave no
guarantee of new premises. Despite
protests form church leaders
government officials have still given no
assurance that permission to rebuild will
be granted. A further meeting between
representatives of the Oradea church and
government officials was due to take
place on 11 September

During 1983 NICOLAE CEAUSESCL
President of Romania, visited two large
factories located near the Baptist church
Ceasusescu publicly announced that he
wished to see several new apartment
buildings erected around the factories by
the next time he visited Oradea
Following that announcement, leaders
from the 2nd Baptist Chruch wrote to
local government officials to enquire if
their church would be demolished and if
they should plan to relocate. At this time,
government officials assured the church

in writing that their building would not

| Library

from Oradea went

Romanian Baptist shock

Oradea Baptist Church to be demolished

e affected | " I her
par nt

The Oradea Baptist Church has more
than 2,000 at its S fay ser and 15 the

t and perhaps the most a «

church in Romania, and the congregatio
had hoped to build a larger churcl

where in the city. It has reported

siderable growth recently and

following a series of evangelistic
meetings, 93 people were baptised in
May e, There have been more than

100 baptisms so far this year and a further
tism

NEGRL

100 new converst are awaiting
GHEROGHITA and P.
have had difficulties over the year

Pastors N

If we had received any warning

the demolition plans, we would have

applied immediately for permission to

a church spokesman saic

ment does grant

relocate.
Now even if the goverr
permission, we could not build sooner
than 12-18 months
The frustration and determination of
the Oradea congregation can be seen in
this statement by one Romanian Baptist

source

How can 2,000 people gather in a
home or in the forest to worship?
However, if the state does destroy our
building, our Oradea congregation will
attempt to meet somehow
outdoors if necessary since it is unlikely
the state will permit us to meet
temporarily in a government building
Our Oradea congregation legally owns
our church property and it cannot be
legally taken from us by force. If the
authorities attempt to remove us forcibly
we will defend our religious freedom and
our church

even

On 6 September this plea was made to
Western sources in Oradea
Ask Western Christians to write to the
Romanian Government requesting
permission or us to build a new church
before the old one is destroyed.”
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Faith and Life (4)

James 3:13-18

\ get at th echic f the
pistle of James, an ove v shows that
he is talking about ) s of wisdormr
By this he ans t i ent sets o
by wi We I n our live
! 1 ¢ Vise a
1 I by a !
ed he pov f ead
) t ind quar
14 f he ] he [ fror
MOVE thatwh 1 e ¢l
fa dowr f Pt
. 13. 17 and |
R king ¢ are o the
I Bt ed | ( e wl
context. Most corn ntators agree th
i prima ring to
teache he addre 1 and 1t}
{ the tongue. Dq 16 th the
fire’ of the disputes an o
w-12 irely resulted ( Mt
jealou nd party spirit which Jame
now condemn As | noted in our
previcus study on that section, the advice
was clearly not limited to teachers, and
again he David and others agree that
whilst } es" words seem pr
il ed to the teacher, they ol
find d ipplication in the live
Christ
James commences this section with t
estior Who is wise and
understanding among you?"” (v.13). We
ok firstly at

Wisdom which includes God
(v. 13, 17 and 18) [

VO ( e « out in v 1
1) tr that which is seen
| deec OW 2 | prog |
tyie
b) the [ | rh
th neekne wl t
disturbed by conflic
ve see a development from the
advice of 1:19 (“everyone should be
ck to listen, slow to speak and slow to
ecome ang th h the ful
treatment of words in 3:1-12. In like
it

contro

cts for us the character u |

illing the

FAITH AND WISDOM

rds of Jesu

in Matthew 5.9 Blessed

are the peacemakers

Clearly the challenge to those ea

Christian congregation 15 1o in fact live
15 peac ikers in situations whi
idging from much of what he i
elore d after this verse, were far from
iea
The challenge to the Cl of
today would seem to be the tion of
e extent to which we are peac iker
ithin our egation ethe t
1! or r not
Clear uchaonet rue
recognition of their being compared to
God. Such humility € iry for
vene and continual witne in
h there ) willingness to take the
lowly position, deferring to others in love
By demonstrating such characteristics we
v in peace’” and in our daily mixing
h others we thereby show how
Hractive heavenly wisdom |

lames sets a high standard for
Chnstians here, in the challer ook
wisdom which ludes God’, but it

appears even higher when compared

with the tragic alternative of

‘Wisdom’ which excludes God

(v. 14-16)

Again in direct reference 1o teacher
i verall application, James
C what occurs when we are
ittempting t peak, act, live h
reference to the guidance N

whi that happens, motives can become
twisted and self centred bitte
and selfish ambition take f

Clearly such attitude d the
ear hurch where jeq elfish
ambition had become withir
t hearts of ( h people wt

| ed wisdom but acted in suct

INNET, Wi een to be “denying
truth”. The plea of James was that they
hould east be honest and stop
claiming to be ired by the wisdom of
God (v.14)

lames then clearly sets out the I

uch “wisdom’ (v. 15). It is not fr

weaven, but ‘earthly’, a term denying any

heavenly inspiratior therefore

ompletely lacking f the

\spiration
Holy Spirit, but rather the direct opposite

being in fact, demonic. The end result of

suchsoca dom’ is revealed in

v.16. S

ed ‘w
ch people were understandal

causing disorcer

and whether they were
elf-appointed teachers or not is no
ear. The

real issue was the tragic

yutcume of such act

further developed in

illuded to in chapter 4

For each one of us then, this passage

motive in Christiar

the question of

rk and witness, and the source of our

wisdom. In it all, it sets before us the

peacemakers in our daily

ind witness

Ken Foster

Nungalinya’s cry for help

Nungalinya College, the combined church training and research centre in Darwin, is

facing a serious budget deficit

The Principal, the Rev. Tony Nichols, believes that if the « ollege ceased to be exphicitly
Christian, its financial problems would be over

“The irony is that Aboriginal people I

ganisations can get government money lor

just about any kind of study program, provided that it is not related, to Christian faith
and service” Mr. Nicholas has written in the September issue of Nungalinya News
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Australia’s first “Leprosy Week”

Launched by the Governor-General

‘There is nothing to be said now for a policy of isolation,” said the Governor-General
Sir Ninian Stepher, at the launching of “Leprosy Week” in Melbourne. He commented
that this especially was the case with modern methods of treatment of leprosy (which
then ceases to be infectious to others in just a few days)

mar A | ding at a

bourne anised by Tt f
1 ) iunch the first “Le
Week” in Australia. Tt Va n the
Box Hill Town Hall on the evening «
hursday, September 8. 1t v itend
by ma church ar ¢ nity lead
nclud Mrs. Margaret § 1

iber of Parhament for B
Councillor Robin Friday, (Mayor of Box

Rt Rev
(Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne)

Hill) and the Dr David Penma

[ referred to recent

\ leprosy treatment: and
prosy treatm AN
i These recent discoverie

w moral problem, Now we

can really do something finally to

ate this dreadful disease, which |

milienia has rumed so many human live

The Governor-General pertinent

1ske Are we going to take up the

challenge? Or will we be content to d

nott the face of the preventable

Sir Ninian emphasised the size of the

I facing those who are

work. “Reliable

tatist are difficult to come by, but the

Vorl rganisation estimates tha

there are, today between 12 and 15
million leg v suffere and this is th
horrifying part but only about |

f them are receiving | { treatr 1

i

The ( nor-General added that
hile 1 Irte "o of the

ffe i ¢ g itmer ¢
battle a nst the disease fart b

"

The chaired by Mr. lar
Milne, Managing Director of Kraft Food
td., chairman of The Leprosy Mi "

Durir ening a pre tation wi

made to Dr. Grace Warren, a leading

irthopaedic surgeon, wh 15 been
engaged in lepr vork in Asia tor

vear he nirst served in Hong Kong with
the Mission to Lepers (now the Lepro
Missior nd in more recent years ha
been with the mission in Thailand, ba

at Manorom

Juring linner, severa

rendered by M
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No, to frozen embryos

Victoria Pro-Life Responds to IVF Report

A press release from Pro-Life Victona

state

The Waller Commuittee’s final report or
IVF was marked by inconsistencies and
at odds with public feeling on some
issues, says Pro-Life Victoria

Pro-life Victoria executive director
Alan Baker, said the committes
acknowledged that the embrvo is “ar

individual and genetically unique human
entity” and said it did not regard the |
ouple stored as

that

whose embryo wa
wning or having dominion over

embryo

Yet the committee hypocritic ally
ipproved of embryo destruction if that s
the wi

sh of the parents, or if no

instructions were left, as in the case of the

Rios couple,’ Mr. Baker said

Person with Potential
The committee obviously regards an
embryonic human being as an object or
product which can be discarded if no

longer usetul, But a human embryo is a

person with potential not a prece

property to be t

disposed of at whim

Cellular Damage

Mr. Baker said

that freezing was “not iniy

he ¢ mittee claimed
cal to the

of the embry

f that 75 percent of

Yet it admitte
s showed some evidence of

{

fter thawing and cite

howing that, of 130 embryos

ince January, 1982 only 45 were

fit for transier, resulting in two births and

three conlinuing pregnancies ar

apparent survival rate ot only 38
percent
However, he said the committec
should be congratulated for disapproving
of surrogate motherhood and the
production of embryos specifically for
expenmentation, as well as
recommending the formation of a
standing review and advisory body on
fertility and reproduction which would
consider embryo tlushing and related

matters

Making God’s Voice Heard in
an Increasingly Crowded World

by Leslie K. Tarr

Release in May of the World Population Data Sheet provides an update on life on our

increasingly crowded planet. Christians must seriously ponder the church’s

evangelization mandate in a world which, by the year 2000, will be home to six billion

people
Earth’s populatior earing the five
billion mark, and, if it continues t |
ncrease at the rate o per cent, it |
top six billion by the vear 2000. The World
Population Da heet, released last
month by the respected Washington
based Population Reference Bure. 3
ther data and forecasts regarding the }
it the planet |
[ nt world populatic wa ‘ |
timated to be 4,762,000,000. It wa the
nated that 183 il popula v
A reased b i he 19 (
it e yea rease ar b
{ pu n of Nigen icl (
| pop J 1 0 [
One gamn &0 dime o of | th
the people exy n when it is realisec |
that the pr tota foub ( ;
World War Il. According to pr Lo | W
that total will be six billion in the yea
KN and about @ " n 1 e |
he jerstandabl
ONCern r b wid leader | ‘
they ponder the complex probler | v
vhich are bound to accompany th | s
wth in an alread ource-deple | '
plar eof
Christian leader especially those B
ther re e e !
ifford to brush aside o
tidings or to sense tt
th ¢ 1o i
kery of the WE
evangelization of the world in thi |
|
1ior | in
it World Population Data Sheet and | ol
readily available date indic ate )
trends which must be considered a A
rld evangelizatio plotted
Asianisation of the World
Over hall of the people of the rid |
ve in Asia ose population by the yea !
2000 will be about four billion. Seven of [ the
arth’s ten most populous nat are 1 1 ¢
be found in that continent China ‘
India, USSR (which spra f [ nat
Europe and Asia), Indonesia, lapar
Bangledesh, and Pakistan "
Although the origins of the Christian |
movement are to be traced to the ‘
western part of that continent, Christian
form a small minority in Asia, where it is
estimated that they compose about five |
per cent of the population. There are \

then proportionately fewer Christians in
the world’s
the

region have encouraged Christian

str

ategists who are aware of the
formidable evangelization challenge
sed by Asia
The big news, of course, has been the e

rey
un
me
Wi

ch

Christianity had virtually become non

velation

most populous continent

in in any other continent

Three recent developments in that key

thin the past five years of the
f the Christian

Most

and even many

expected strengl .t
wement in mainland China
wstern observer

urchmen gloomily speculated that

xistent in the Peoy

th the death ¢

vangelhistic

1984 Wor
ndicated that 40 per
fevelope

of the population in more deve

Inacrow
with widespread unemployment
form a seething cauldron of

That teeming sea of you
garded as another primary

target

In a few decades
become a global city. it
that there are
1 over one mithor

addition to thousands

proble

ng the years following the

1 takeover in 1949

tung

ed re with the outside
sradually became evident tl
pread spiritual revival had
during the Mao era
e bee mitted to to
entres, But the most
1 th has been, and
e churches which often ope
f il sanction, Estimate
trength in China range
ten and illion, but i
tively ¢ 1ated that there are
y mithion Christians there
1 to tewer than one mill
i the Communist takeove
nd bright spot for Christia
S South K cd A iwn ncey
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Ford maintained

Urbanisation

now est

in the world about 240

population
of other la

urban centres, That trend toward
urbanisation also brings with it complex
ns. Growth of urban slums, for

tance, is four per cent greater than the

growth of cities, and some experts are

World’s Ten Most Populous Nations Today
Compared with Projected Population in Year 2000

1984 Population
(in Millions)
Nation
1. China 1,034.5
2. India 746.4
3. USSR 274

4. US.A. 236.3
5. Indonesia 161.6
6. Brazil 1344
7. Japan 1199
8. Bangledesh 99.6
9. Pakistan 97.3

10. Nigeria 88.1

Bureau, Washington, DC,, US.A)

*From World Population Data Sheet (Copyright

Projected Population
Year 2000

1,303.7
1,006.1
316
268
2106
188.1
125.8
159.4
140
1501

1984, Population Reference
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Glaring Social and Economic
Disparities

The 1984 World Population Data Sheet
vd than simply a catalogue of

f 1 statist { i ! 1

e ining social and econor
disparities on our crowded plar

n less developed nat |
China), the reported infant mortality rat
was 107.1 ther Is, tor every 1,004

es births, there a ally 1 ith
of those under one year of age in thos¢

untries. That figure is over five timi !

for the more d

which reported an infant mortality rate

19 |
An exhaustive report released last fa

ndicated that 30 children die every

ninute for lack of food and inexpensi

vaccing Ihe same report added that

nations of the world spent $1.3 million

each minute for arm

According to that World Populatior
Data Sheet, life expectancy in le

ation

developec excluding China) was

vared to

)5 year omj nmore

veloped countries, People ir

Afganistan, Ethiopia, and Chad expect to

live, on average

The 1984 report also revealed glaring

nequalities between incomes in les

id more developed natior

develope

Those in “have” nations could expect

nearly ten times the wealth of those who

ire “‘have nots” In addition, eac

least 20 million people » of hunger

around the world — most of them in the

Third World

People are unevenly distributed on our
crowded planet. If everyone in the United
States were moved to California, they
would be less crowded than the people

of Japan!

Evangelization in Crowded,
Troubled World |

Critics have frequently charged that
evangelical Christians are so exlusively
pre-occupied with evangelism and the
church’s
have little or no interest in those
desperate physical and social needs
which plague most of the human family
Responsible evangelical, however, have
advocated and practised a holistic,

spiritual” concerns that they

L oof

tion reorganised by its Thailand venue, Asia
‘nge to christian missions,

p )l approach to the churct
r 10
I (
| wsanne ( nant, a
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Evangeh 1NNe t 1
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That conviction was reit { and
emphasised in more detail
focument, Evangelisr i So
Repsonsib An Evangelica
Commitment, which wa pted a
onsultation sponso by the

Lausanne Committee for World

Evangelization and the World Evangelical

Fellowship

Situation Demands a Global
Vision

Release of the world population report

therefore, un scores the priority of

world evang ition for every Christiar

and all churches, contended ford

Ford added that Christians in the
world’s more developed nations ne '
an enlarged global vision. “We can all get

so settled in

wur comtortable pews that
we hecome insensitive to the desperate
spiritual and physical plight of the

majority of earth’s inhabitants,” h

maintained

The Lausanne Committee for World
Evangelization, of which Ford is chairman
is considering the possibility of a world
evangelization
Thrid World city before the end of the
decade, That gathering would be in the

ongress to be held in a

tradition of those held in Berlin in 1966

and in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1974

Since that last congress eight years ago
significant progress has been made in
alerting more Christians to the global
task and in mobilising churches, Ford
stated. But he added that the dimensions
of the challenge made it imperative that
world evangelization be constantly
World population has
increased by nearly 25 per cent since we
met here in Lausanne eight years ago,” he
said

stressed

We Id Evangelisation,
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Quick Cuts

Good Men

I'm always amazed and astonished when
| hear people say that they believe that

the human race is fundamentally decent
and good. These remarks come from Rip
Van Winkle types
to sleep somewhere in the

they must have gone
19th century
when such rosy optimism was popular
and missed out on all the horrors of the
twentieth century. Do they know nothing
stili? Do they not realise just how
cultured, how civilized, how educated
how advanced was the Germany in which
Hitler did his worst? Do they not realise
that Hitler did not carry out his evil
programme on his own but with the
licity of thousands of decent

But why go to Hitler? There is no need
Little tyrants, little dictators are all around
us. Our homes are full of them and ou
marriages are at risk because of then
Our nation is clearly nd.

orruption and the lust for money. Our

1es have been shot to pieces
and we live in cages, secured by t
and bigger walls, locks and alarms to
»se who want to prey on

A

xperience is gloomy. We car

il we like, but it confronts us at

every turn, We can even identify others as
evil only to discover in the end that we
are carrying around evil in our own lives

O1f course we don't have to go to
expenence and history to demonstrate
these points. That old book, the Bible, has
had the secret all 3. It exposes human
sin remorselessly, and it tracks it origins
nght down to our initial rejection of God
Having rejected God we now find that
human desires and word' and deeds
have a proneness to evil which surprises
and embarrasses us

But remember Christmas! And
remember Easter! The Bible is not gloom
unrelieved by joy. |
alistic book, but it is also a

book dominated by cheerful news

S an intensely

accurate,

Christ Jesus came into the world to save

sinners! This is the Bible's Word. Evil is not

the last word; Jesus Christ is God's first,

b and latest word. And Jesus saves
ners. Have you been exposed to that

cheerful message yet?

Peter Jensen

Uganda Revisited

The Rev. Ken Prentice and Mrs Madge Prentice served as missionaries with the Anglican
( |\l|n h Missionary Society in Uganda more than 20 years ago. They recently revisited the

country after some years in Anglican ministry in Australia. Mrs Prentice sent the following

report from Kenva

I en back to hi
One night eight armed men went to the
shouted for hin

ibsolutely quie

they went away

jeeply moved as v
the older pastors and Christians v
whom we had worked and fellowshipped
in the past. There were men and women
who had remained faithtul to their Lord

and to their spinitual calling
Itw not possible to visit each parish

s0 the fan was planned for each
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explainec
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ind hard-boile
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then

and their three
ght them simple greet

and the e

urged the
mall prayer groups, pert
ast for a while

dasked them to pray for

rder t
e effectively
eaders in Kampala, and to forgive

nemies

another anc

ganda
needs Christian literature. Only tf

on a practical leve

afternoon an African said to me, “The
g kind of iterature 1s coming 1«

Uganda, we need Chnistian literat

May | make this a call to st
Australia? first, pray for Uganda, its
leaders and people. Then pray for us, that
God will guide us as to how we may feed
the minds and spinits of our courageou
sutffenng Ugandars

Our pr rs will enable Uganda to
become truly great

WORLD

Anglican
Evangelicals
called to
disobey
Bishops

On September 3rd, 45 cle 3 layme
from the dioceses of Durham and
for the sck

Newcastle met weduled mee
of the North ta

fellowship. It may have been more

t Diocesan Evange
important than many have yet
appreciated for a t meeting decision
were taker take a stand against the
Archbishop of York, the Bishop of
Durham, the Bishop of Newcastle
significant number of Bishops whe
in the rec vast declared optior
in the ¢ mb and the virgin t
Ihese concerned evangelicals be
that where there h doctrinal
confusion the churc an’t grow
editorial comments in the Church ¢
England newspaper on the above matter
15 follow

recogn

tion
saying and doir ey are prepared e
10 Ignore

oppose their bishops publically

diocesan structures and finances, tc
refuse peration with certain other
Anglican parishes, and to generate new

forms of leadership and organisation

all, potentially at least, deeply

It comes close to declaring UDI
a unilateral declaration of
ndependence from the Church
authorities and structures to which they
are committed. It is not going too far to
ay that their position, if it works out ir
will sphit

practice as it read in theory

those two dioceses and will encourage

similar splits in other parts of the country

We hope that all who hear of their
courage
integrity which they are showing
hard to stand up in such a when you
nall minority (as orthodox
beheving clergy seem to be in these
vo North-Eastern dioceses

Let three things be perfectly clea
ibout all this, First, that any deep division
r split which arises will be wholly the
fault of the Archbishop and two Bishops
in question. Second, that David Holloway
and the others are completely right in
what they are doing. Third, that t
newspaper applauds these brave

tands w ) and encourage
readers to support them in whatever v
ire appropriate

Each of those three things needs some
elaboration. As far as the first is
concerned, the Archbishop of York and
the yps of Durham and Newcast
by tt yublic denials of and deviation
from the plain meanings of Scripture
creeds and The 39 Articles, have forfeited
the right to expect ‘canonical obedience
from their clergy. They have failed in their
duty and their promises to uphold and
jefend the faith. They have cniticised
those who are concerned to procla
biblical truth. They have brought division

and dishonour on God’s Church

Second, the North-East cle who are
opposing their bishops are ing vohat is
right. They are standing up for truth
against error. They are concerned for the
life and growth of Chnist’s religion. They
are only prepared to disobey or refuse
co-operation with their bishop insofar as
those hops are disobeying God and
refusing to submit to Scripture. Thewr
stand is not only brave, it is bath right

and necessary

Third, this newspaper has already made
perfectly clear its position about heretical
and disobedient bishops. If such men will
not submit to God'’s written word and will
not teach and expect such submission in
the churches of their dioceses, they are
not God's leaders for the Church

1997
oppression or
opportunity

Hong Kong Christians concern

LONDON. Many questions are being
asked about the future of Hong Kong,
including the future position of religion
under the government of China. Li
Chuwen, a Vice-director for Cultural
Affairs at the Hong Kong bureau of the
New China News Agency addressed
himself to this issue when he spoke to a
group of Catholic youth organisations on
July 15 at the Catholic Diocesan Centre

According to a Catholic official, this
vas the first 1e that an NCNA offical
had entered Catholic premises in Hong
2. However, no senior Catholic
invited to attend
ated the assurance that had
ady been given that the churches
would remain independent after 1997
might
d that

1d that relatior the
be maintained however
no fanat s groups woul
tolerated in example Jones
ind their mass suicide
asked how contlicts that arose over
such issues would be settled replied
it such things would not happen
g to a report from the Chinese
search Centre in Hong Kong, Li
ymmunist Party member who serve
for a number of years as Deputy Director
ot Foreign Aftairs in the city of Shangha
now he is Peking's main go-between and

spokesman on religious attairs tor Hong

in this capé he has already me
ol Hong Kong

llege in Kent (UK.)
ents that if the utterances of Li
ent official policy, they cast a shalt
ght on the quality of the religiou
freedom to be enjoyed by Hong Kong
18 after 1997, The example of the
Church as a “lanatical group' is
ing comonly used in China as a
apon against the followers of Witness
so-called “Shouters” or “Yellers
official journals the distinction is often
normal religion” and
superstitic only the former is entitled
to enjoy the protection of the law, while
t should be made t

every eftor «

exterminate the latter

the characteristic of a

eaki
mal religion™ | at it has (a) an

Broadly sq
organised body doctnnes and (b) a
g body which is recognised by

Crahst regime and which acceplts

the authority of that regime

B.G. and the
KGB

Billy Graham preaches in
Russia

A MOSCOW congregation including
dozens of KGB plain clothes agents heard
Dr Billy Graham announce the planned
talks between Andrel Gromoyko and
President Reagan, as he preached earlier
this week, The talks had not been
announced in the Soviet media

Although the church was only two
thirds full, other churches where it had
been rumoured that Dr Graham would
peak in were packed

The four-hour service was conducted
by Metropolitan Hilaret, the second
highest leader of the Russian Orthodox
Church, who told Dr Graham: “We sent
greetings to Amernican people. We hope
the dark clouds of untriendliness pass

Dr Graham's 12-day visit has taken him
to Leningrad, Moscow and Tallin, the
capital of Estonia




REVIEW

Chinese
churches in W.
Malaysia get a
closer tie

Chinese churches
becoming more cooperative
established a closer tie an
themselves, K Lai Tang-s
the Canaan Baptist Churct
Malaysia, told CATW while
Hong Kong rece

Rev

hine

vange

Owing to the
upport of the
the response of tl
held last year was g
brothers and sister
e Lord full

Further, “Christian V
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from
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Through re ng the publicatior

COCCO) such as the Chine nonthl
Chir 3 rches Today and the (
bimonthly i Sharin
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nurture nd

Rev, Lai encouraged CCOWI
workers to cont e to graspt
and mission of the “"CCCOWE
Movement i faithiull
of the u r y of the future
shouldn’t be

viewed as 5, but a turn

Namibian ban

on army
chaplains?

It

lames Kauluma, has warned that he may

1e Bishop of Namibia, the Right Rey
ban all South African Defence Force
chaplains from exercising their ministry in

his diocese

They are there without the blessing or
consent of the diocese and operating
without his licence, the Bishop says in an
exclusive statement published by the
South African provincial newspaper Seek

In respect of this diocese we will never
icense SADF chaplains. We consider their
presence here a violation of our diocesan
rights and integrity,” Bishop Kauluma says
In a question-and-answer feature. “Since
some chaplains are claiming that they are
here with our permission, in the future
we may be compelled to invoke Canon
32 in order to inhibit them, on the ground
that they are operating in our diocese
without the bishop’s consent as required
by the said canon/

The Bishop was answering a
correspondent who had asked him to
clarify his attitude following a claim that
every chaplain was licensed by his
diocesan bishop and worked under his
episcopal authority. The claim was made,
apparently, by the Rev. John Daines
principal Anglican chaplain in the SADF

However, a commission appointed by
Archbishop Philip Russell at the request
of the 1982 Provincial Synod to advise the
church about chaplains is likely to report
to next year's session. And Seek forecasts
strong moves, then, to demilitarise
Anglican chaplaincies

1989 new goal
for Lausanne
movement

THIS MONTH an enlarged Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelisation
(with 75 members instead of previously
50) met in Stuttgart, West Germany, to
review the progress of the Lausanne
Movement stemming from its first
Congress in 1974, Identifying the
hundreds of millions of unreached
peoples in the world was the special
emphasis ten years ago

of big cities

(
Japti

movement

I x¢

uring the meeting

an American

nain offic

ers of the (
ional offices in |
a, and Latir

Soviets ban
parcels

ready announced in the pre
et Government has suspended
livery of parcels from abroad to Soviet

step was preceded by a

citizens, Thi
huge increase in customs charges. It has
come clear now that this ban extend
) to small parcels sent through
ordinary postal channels, which are now
being returned by Soviet authorities at a

ost to the sender alm squivalent to

the value of the goods sent. Many of the

packets have been pilfered

VOICE OF PEACE, the Soviet Believers
Own Mission in the west wishes 1o assure
Australian Christians that there is a way to
help the needy believers in the Soviet
Union through the service of a SPECIAL
RELIEF FUND operating in the Soviet
Union

In the last three years VOICE OF PEACE
Australia has provided assistance to
hundreds of Christians and their families
in Russia. The mission has helped
effectively also in the work of the
underground publishers “Khristianin
VOICE OF PEACE guarantees the safe
arrival of funds in the Soviet Union from
abroad and their distribution to those
who are in need of help

Christians who wish to contirbute to
the Relief Fund may send their donations
to VOICE OF PEACE, PO Box 339
Cronulla, NSW, 2230, or ring (02) 527 2387
tor turther information

Helpful marital
communication

KMNOWING

DISCUSSING, (3) UNDERSTANI

(1) What you need to KNOW

e area knowledge

practices
worke
what their partner wa
most matters. Not that this ites
ipon the partner rather than upor
nesell. Communication breakde
curs when two people are locke
getung their own viewpoints across
without being prepared to take any
notice of the other’s viewpoint at al
practice requires that couples listen
carefully to one another and that they
work hard to hear the real message
(factual and emotional) contained

tatements to each other

The other two areas of knowledge
involve knowing what to avoid, “"Know
that it is best not to express emotions by
sulking or pouting” and “know w

avoid certain subjects in conversatior
These two practices have to do with
restraint. Emotional withdrawal or
provocation are both destructive forms of
non-communication. They only serve to
distract and are likely to escalate negative
exchanges between couples who are
somewhat “miffed” with each other

These three areas of knowledge come
together when negative emotions begin
to occur. Itis better to concentrate on
what yvour partner is trying to tell you
without becoming provoked into
emotional withdrawal (sulking and
brooding) or into being provocative
(hitting hard where it hurts). If both
partners are prepared to work hard on
learning what each other is saying and
feeling there will be less likelihood of one

(2) Talking and discussing

categ(
ation sound
unnecessary, but the
quickly even the u
(positive or negative
be extremely he
counselling
verbal cues my client was express
to disagree with
ich ha een made
that he might like to comn
broke out on his face and he said
hid you know what | wanted to d
was clear he appreciated just how closely
t was following his involvement in our
th felt at

that point was very good for both of u

session, and the closeness we

The communication practices of the
happy couples all run around the same
theme. Those couples actively share in
each other’s lives. They want to express
to listen and to respond in a dynamic
two-way process. The effect is to inform
and to stimulate. The relationship is less
likely to become stale and more likely to
cope with stress. Heavy issues involving
frustration and resentment are less likely
to accumulate if they are shared and
handled constructively in the early stages
of the formation of such issues
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FRANK AKEHURST
MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
“ARTISTIQUE GIFTS”
Gifts for all the family
# Birthdays  Engagements

© Weddings etc.
Handpainted Plates & Oil Paintings by Sydney
Artists
A Good Range of Australian Sou
Shop 9 Eastwood Arcade
183-5 Rowe Street, Eastwood 2122
Phone 85 6712

BANKCARD AND LAY BYS WELCOME
80" Off Council Car Park in Glen Street

have

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral
Annesley-Westwood Guest
House

11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
building 6
grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities

Gracious old acres park-like

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required
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with God. It runs
have no other gods but me’

belong to the
other things alongside Him as equal or as of almost equal
importance. For example, a lot of Christians regard their
denomination as the centre of their loyalty, in practise of
greater importance for them than the Lord Jesus Christ.
I'he test of whether we belong to this group is whether we

created, but of course this is not so

L)

Denomination as a god

If you buy a car the manufacturing company provides you
with an owner’s manual to tell you how to operate the car
and to look after it in order to get the best out of it. The
fen Commandments are like the owner’s manual telling us
how to get the best out of life. God is, as it were, the
manufacturer. He created us and created the world in
which we live. We think we know best how to use this life
which He has designed and this world which He has

The creator knows

best, and has given us a very brief summary of how we

should relate ourselves to Him and to one another in the
fen Commandments. The first deals with our relationship
I am the Lord your God

you must

People fall into three groups; those who keep this
commandment and worship none but God alone,
secondly, those who don’t worship any god at all, and
thirdly those who acknowledge God but who have other
gods as well. Strange as it may seem many Christians

ast group. They acknowledge God but put

are more happy to have friendship and fellowship with
members of our own denominations who may be rather
poor Christians, than to have fellowship with Christians of
other denominations, though they be better Christians. Is

Christ or our denomination the criterion of our fellowship,

or of our giving ¢

Now, denominations mean nothing to God. They have no
basis in scripture. They have arisen since New Testament
times and are in fact no more than a convenient

association of congregation

lor certain purposes

There is

no harm in denominations, indeed they may be beneficial,
so long as they don’t become the chief centre of our

loyalty so that we associate with people

on the basis of

their common membership of our denomination rather
than on the basis of our common membership of the true
body of Christ. An example of this error is how George

Vins the heroic Russian Christian who has been expelled
from Russia recently after long prison sentences and is

now living in the United States, was excluded from

membership of a world conference of his denomination

held in America recently because of objection from the
J

official Russian members of that denomination who were
attending the conference. The organisers of the

conference preferred denominational solidarity in
preference to Christian commitment. How do we stand?
Do we limit our Christian fellowship to our denomination

being loyal to that, preferring fellowship with semi
Christians within our denomination to true members of

Christ outside

If we are to obey the first commandment, God must be

pre-eminent in our life. We must have no other centre of

loyalty besides Him

Vision for Growth contd
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L minister’s resider here are
9 1r¢ or f il needs r )"
met urgently. In some of the establishe
part e diocese four clergymen serve
the same number of people as one man
is expected to serve in the new areas, In

s the latter has inadec

s and few people to call on for

from within the congregat

While the appeal 1o

money is urgent

Ip may be given in other

ireas will be best helped by teams of

ecade going to work with the loca

clergymen as counsellors, youtt
bible study leaders

wday School teacher

or religiou

ind Su

Over the years Anglican agencie e

as the Home Mission Society and the

New Areas Committee have assisted

struggling churches in these newer area

but now the need has exploded and the

whole diocese has been called on to

help. The ultin
Growth programme is

of the Vision for

10 1a

ate godl
tate the
on of ministry, the |

provi nurture «

Chnstians and the growth of the rch
The concept of the whole church

growing together will be prominant

Churches in the community

These new areas have thousands of
attractive brick t

many double-storied, anc

ymes and townhouses
i large well
designed shopping complexes with
entertainment centres, tiled malls
schools, parks and playgrounds. These

tell the stories of hundreds of voung

House churches . .

families who are the life of the pl

future. Whole

give t s

for a vigorou

been cleared ready tor

i, kerbed and supphed witt

natural gas and electricity

Yet there are no blocks of land set aside
n the planning of new areas for
churche r ireas a hittle old
wooden church sta nong the brick
and tile, in others a pa in
tells that this is the site of the prog

Anglican Church

Some congregations meet in the local
primary school surrounded by the
paraphernalia of a classroom. Others
meet in the community centee or in

homes. In many housing areas the church
must of necessity be within walking
distance of the congregation, as very few

of them own a car

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, (X

|
|

and tent Sunday School, in Sydney’s rapidly growing west

he Archb th
or
fiocese to ask
Church in th F t
estab ow? Itis not only a
natter « We must look at what
is neede 0 ene rage people to find
the kind of support and caring those i
the established churches take for granted

Clergy need mature Ch

experienced ir

eade

move into the s and be

part of the cor

Single parent

families or families with breaking

e nearb sel and

10 care. New ¢«
balance of convinced Christians to lend
their voice and way of life, to have an
effect on the forming of community
standards

OBIR
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Now the NSW Anti-Discriminatior
Board proposes to add relig
conviction to the grounds on which it
forbids d ition. “R
fiscriminat felv fe "
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1 And ) M

ential chara n act of
relig iy wtion is that th
| iminator attaches a certair al
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have yus beliefs or who ar

ttenders, ¢ er
ple who are sir
reject 2 Ar he
person may discriminate " ty s
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ithe and elin ate the need for
€ terfe n normal hur
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eferences and freedom of assoc
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Fascinating, Frustrating Report

he Board’s consideration of

ts argumer

e action to reme

1 long and v

Hear about ...

SAMS IN CHILE

Rev. Ted Good will be
speaking about
"CHALLENGES IN CHILE", ait
@ PUBLIC RALLY at St John's
Pro Cathedral, Church
Street, Paramatta,

on Tuesday 13 November
at 8.00 p.m.

Rev. Good is at
present on furlough. His
base is Vina del Mar, near
Santiago, Chile.

8-

Discrimination
and Religious
conviction

protect the religion (or

eligion) of minorities ular

opular minorities.” (P1

At times in tl xt, examples of allegec

tion are quoted in which the

tims are members of “unpopular

minority” religions or are &

and the villains are members of

nostics

more orthodox Christian groups; eg

* A Buddhist group arranged with a local
carrier to have their large statue of

Buddha shifted to a new site. However

the carrier's er, who ow

lifting equipment, refused to
carry a “heathen

streets

statue through the

* Presbyterian Church elders and the
Churct

a country town asked the group

» committee of management in
conducting yoga classes in their church
hall 1o find some other accommodation
when someone informed them that

voga had its origin in the Hindu religion
They considered, as a matter of
principle, that it was inappropriate to

have yoga exercises conducted in their

consecrated hall

It in these cases the carrier or the
church werg fined or otherwise penalised
for discrimination, they in turn would be
suffering discrimination for their religious
convictions!

Humanist Assumptions

There is much in the report and its
recommendations that seems eminently
fair and reasonable. Its weakness lies in its
that truth
and goodness are relative and negotiable
values, that all religions are equal, and
that a government can legislate between
religions without a standard by which to
judge themn

basic humanist assumptions

AUSTRAUAN CHURCH RECORD, OCTOBER 15, 1984

Mark Straney: Australian sharing as
“Intern” in South Africa

Australian, Mark Straney (top right) with other “interns

South Africa

What

Australian to return to a

it that draws one young

aton in turmoi
to South Alnica?

Mark

veral young men

Jorn in Sydne traney |

presently one of s¢

sharing in African Enterprise’s first Intern

Programme, based at the Christian

Leadership Training Centre in
Pietermaritzburg

This programme rey

convichion ar A VISion

hat in Christ it is possible to

from across racial

togett [

young people

ocial and denominational divides. Six

young people sharing daily life together

ymbolise this reality

And AE has a vision of reaching the

people of Africa tor Christ. Mark and his
will be trained in the

fellow interns

principles and practice of evangelism and
mission. They will participate in
ipcoming AE missions planned for

Gral istown, Johannesburg and Gweru

n Zimbabwe. Through witnessing

teaching and counselling alongside tean

sts, interns will gain experience

» how did Mark come to join t

exciting programme at the Leadership

fraining Centre?

at the AE Training Cenire in

I have been involved with AE's support
ministry since 1979, In July of that year |
was able to attend SACLA (the South
African Chr

organised by AE a

stian Leadership Assembly

I witness to the

reconciling work of the Gospel in South
Africa

After working for several months in a

community in Cape Town Mark returned
1o Sydney where he completed his

theological studies at Moore College. Last

yedr was spent on a pastoral training
nducted by
department at Royal

Hospital

programme, c« the chaplain

North Shore

But throughout this time | have k

my links with AE ar believe that God

has prepared the way for me to share ir
its ministry. In our fractured world, the
lordship of Christ must be proclaimed

and lived out by each of u

Human fear, hatred and pain can only
be met and healed as people experience
the love of Christ. In South Af
Church’s «

Ica the
alling and the Christian’s

challenge is all the more urgent. My hope

is that | may learn from and contribute to
the work of God in Africa this year, and in
the years to come

AV.LA. attack Fred and Mary

Dean Lance Shilton commenting recently on the Audio Video

Industries press campaign said:

Keep Fred Nile out of your bedroon
was the title given to advertisements in
the daily press during the week

Many thousands of dollars would have
been spent by the Audio Video Industry

Association of Australia to get this
insulting message across to the publ
dressed up in fallacious arguments about
being adult and enjoying civil rights

I be

responsible

ieve that the majonity

Australians will see through
the propaganda of those who want to put
a combination of obscene sex and
excessive violence into the lives of the
people of this country

Itis

living room where the so called

ot only in the bedroom, but in the

adult
videos are being shown to children, The
Government, not only Fred Nile and Mary
Whitehouse, who get special mention in
the advertisement, need to be aware and

act responsively to prevent the

carruption entering our ho

Ihe Government has laws to prevent
incest in the bedroom and the taking of
drugs in the living room and child
bashing in the kitchen. The argument that
people should be free to do what they
like in their own homes is weak and
dangerous. It assumes that choosing evil
1s mature, when the opposite is the case
Any responsible freedom-loving adult
would reject most of the material
included in the “X” and “R" rated movies

The Premier, Mr. Wran, has already

given leadership in the banning of “X
rated video cassettes in this State. | hope
that it will be extended to the “R

classification

By all means write to the Attorney
General as suggested by the
pornographers and promoters of violence
but say how disgusted you are and how
much you are looking to the NSW
Parliament in giving a strong moral lead
for the sake of the whole community by

banning both “X" »nd “R” rated movies

Because of the deep concern in the
Australian Capital Territory there are
moves to have the “X"” classification
banned there, as it is already in some
States, and hopefully will be the case very
soon in NSW

Before this country is led further down
the drain by the devil's agents let us
decide right now that we will pray every
day for our families and their welfare, for
the Parliamentarians who must act, and
for ourselves that Christ in all his power
and love will come into our hearts

Let God come into our bedrooms, our
living rooms and our kitchens. If you put
these words in a frame on the wall of
your home unworthy things will go out
the back door

‘CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THIS HOME

THE UNSEEN GUEST AT FVERY MEAL

THE SILENT LISTENER OF EVERY
CONVERSATION.”

‘Fundamentalism is dying’

In the broad

sweep of
forore will almost certainly be seen as
evidence of modern fundamentalism in
its death throes
Archbist
writing recently in the Anglican
Messenger, WA

S0 says

Now that the dust has settled
following the recent furore in England
about the views of the new Bishop of

Durham, we may in retrospect lear
something from it

For nearly 200 years now, Biblica

scholars have brought the methods and
techniques of scientific historical enquir
to the study of the Bible. In our own
generation the results of this work are

coming home 1o roost

Nervous defense

Fundamentalism, with it

endow its own very literal an

fact interpretation of Scripture witk

bsolute divine authority and o regarc
n assessment of the meaning of
Scripture as the one and only

interpretation of it, naturally finds itself |

a nervous and defensive position, It is

natural that by way of reaction

fundamentalists will lash out in hostility

It just media, and no

s afact that the
longer the pulpit, is today the main forurn
for the public exchange and discussion of
religious opinions and ideas. If the

Church, by its amateurish approach to

the media, leaves a

acuum, then ever

such a relatively innocuous matter as the

expression of an alterr e interpretation

of a Scriptural pas 1 easily be

a sensational way and blown

reported in
up into a public issue
The end result in the case of the

1blic

Durham episode was that the |
perception of what the new bishop ot

Durham said and what he actually sa

were poles apart
Jenkins right

It appears that me mistakenly

the story of the virgin birth was amongst
the earliest and most original ways in
which this very truth was expressed by
New Testament Christians

He was also questioning whether the
virgin birth is today the best way of
expressing the truth of Christ’s divinity

given that many people with a scientific

mindset do not get beyvond the most

superficial reading of the story

Instead of grasping the story’s central

th about Christ’s uniqueness and
divinity they stumble on side issues of a
purely biological or physiological kind

they hear the ut do no

virgin birth story

hear it as good news at all

Itis a pity that the English Church ¢

not make a more serious attempt to
fy the precise point that the Bishop of
irham was making
One of the things to be learnt fron
the mishandling of the Durham matter
i the tendency of English Church
ders to “run for cover”, was that gifted
amateurs and rabid fundamentalists were

left to have a field day and to kick up the

ntroversy in the most unhelpful

Cranks and bigots

The end result is that the

general

public was left with the idea that the |
Church is full of cranks and bigots or else
Church leaders and theologians whose

faith is suspect, when in fact they are

earnestly mpling to express their faith
n a way that may be authentically heard
n the modern world

We must be more skillled at the

ommunication of our faith through the |
media and make more u it, oth I5¢
tl m we leave will continue to be
filled by well-heeled radio pastors and
journali looking more for a sensational
tory than for truth

Iti irming to note the welter of
crude and ill-informed id that were
expre d in letters to the editor column

f newspapers

WA Prelate
lashes out,

granted that until very recently Christians
have believed that Jesus, like Lazarus, was
resuscitated and brougth back to this life

trom death

Wherea
to the 20t

supposed such a principle to be

in fact, from the first century
rthodox Christians have

incompatible with faith in Christ's
Resurrection, Christ’s Res

involves His transformation and

urrection

glorification so that, as St. Paul says, “He

will never die again’ He was not like

Lazarus, simply restored to life in this

physical world
words

in basic Christian kr

In other there is a clear deficit
owledge in many
Archbishoy
whilst |

vou would have thought

Anglican congregations, A
Trevor Huddleston said to me
was in Britain

Honest to God had never been written
The tendency towards

fundamentalisim begins to show when

these groups begin to regard everybody

else’s interpretation of Scripture as

omewhat defective and even sub

Chnstiar

Psychological insecurity

Often they are people who are in
need of psychological security and wi
welcome being assured that a particular
literal interpretation of Scripture is th
only possible one, for this is a way

avoiding having to grapple with the
y Of the

transcendent God of orthe

ambiguity and myste

fox Christiar

faith

The contemporary resurgen "
fundamentalism may well be occurring in
the modern world precisely because well
meaning enthusiasts are taking advantage
of this educational vacuum by filling the
minds both of the young and of

unsuspecting adults with a very
inadequate and suspect theologica

product

ACR Comments

Because of the thoroughly pejorative

way in which Archbishop Carnley mad

his assertions about fundamentalism

describe the point of view which he
rabid, cranks, bigots, psychologically

On the right hand side of

the paper list all the adjectives he uses to

insecure, et

describe the position he holds
scientific mindset, good news, modern

world, etc. But anger needs to be resisted

The central issue is in fact a very easy
one to state. A fundamentalist is one whe
believes the Gospel writers report of
Jesus’ view of Scripture is true and

binding

This central issue our good Bishop of
course does not at all address. We wait to

hear from hin

need to put

To discuss this issue we

aside all sub-issues like ange o
people who stand within the

fundamentalist camp, whether sn

handlers, charismatics, univer
students, university professor
inerrantists, or whoever. It is not the

cultural expression of fundamentalism

which is in the end the crucial point, but

Jesus’ attitude to Scripture as reported to
us in the Gospels. If Archbishop Carnley
believes this to be wrong, and not

binding, then he should say so and

clearly argue why that is the case and put
aside pejorative approach he has
show thus far

Two other secondary issues are worth a*
brief mention, Brief, because the

Archbist

10p has not yet favoured us with
an argued point of view on either of

them

oes he mear
assertion that modern science must
preclude belief in what the gospels

clearly teach about our Lord’s virgin birth

and bodily resurrection? W vant

f mod

e Wolt

1o argue on the ground

science that one would have to believe in

then
Secondly, it is liberalism which is dying
not fundamentalism, In twenty ye
between 1960 and 1980 the liberalism of
the Episcopal Church of America has lost
it half a million members whict nline

with worldwide

Anglicani v
dominated largely by liberal and Anglo

Catholic Theologians and Bishops) losing
members except in two parts lanzania
stralia, Could not th

and A se two

Anglican growth points be related to

thought that Bishop Jenkins had forsaken
the fundamental Christian belief in the This is a sign of the Church’s own very easy to become angry. All you need |  phenomenon in the USA where al
divine significance and uniqueness of ‘ failure in the field of Christian education to do is to draw up a piece of paper in | conservative churches are growing ir
Jesus, whereas he was in fact doing | Some of Bishop Jenkins' most devout and two columns. On the left hand side list a |  membership while their liberal
nothing more than questioning wheth tile critics appeared to take for the orative adjectives he uses to | counterparts are declining
h the opport ¢ n be led )i i afte rited de eaCcOr
Sydney Synod continued whict pportuni | issed a fet D 2
| agree with the observation of p ] wdment mb vnod tha
iccordance s he D \rchbishop Wright made many years ag ease the opportu | 10d sk i fe. This princif
Readers and Othe y Person that “the deaconess is the type of trained narriage srced person if ppea be gathering stror SR
Ordinance passed b noai ut vomen worker that especially suits ou proceeded with as an Ordinance. It wi | yma od members. thot .
outside these restraint ould like to see Diocese nd | would be glad to see a 11sO remove Bishop as the arbi ) 1t casion it did r arey th 4
1 much more extensive mir deacone in every pansh. It seems to me the matter and make the local clergymar .
BRI BATBERTAT G bk i ; Foleis Caeal | W Homosexual counselling
P V esf ¢ th here was more opportunity resy ( £ 2
nistry of deacor ind 1 am look | women's pastoral ministry in paris} ha SE0a WO inistry wa RIS Bissea DINS
o 3 vy | I ( ( § t ( (
forward to ordaining three women a and more recognition of it LR S5 Towikiy, T thoBGH Brginot ? | s th ( Y
deaconesses later this year. | have also enty vears azo than there is toda ‘ BY Y : : bigk |  matera e {. The motic
y 5 y ( 1 0 womer WINg or ] 1o
ippointed a group of men and women 3 2 ‘ i H S % ) | ¢
inder the chiarmanship of Archdeacon R“’""”"‘ﬂ"“'d'"”“"‘" permanent diaconas soebdand. It ) ol d that the
Oliver, wh chaplain to Deacong On the matter ol remarnage ol | SEUIRIT O VIE A0 ‘ ution 3¢ vith rega
H to inquire into the present divorced persons the Archbishop warned bt g "., to establishing a cour ng ce for
ht (4]} 1 10N Of the &
r unities which exist for women tc that he may exercise his right as : Ko . i
pportunities whict Ist ! women to ‘ 2 parishes and Rura } 01 exuals, ha ot been me
minister in the Diocese, the difficultie Archbishop to withhold assent | mak f 1l tely, and request Standing
makes it a te ussior he 19 | i g
that are encountered and the wavs in The motion brought to Synod on thi Synod was also passed Cor ttee to investigate the ter with
A w O re fying it a on I ble
B None of the firew h ' : J b
° y o owi i s A : | eport back to the next me o
A Law ers view Should Christian morality be debate eventuated ; i
8 . persons thought the presence 1y |
Y imposed on Society? O (AR (e st < e THEACR) s Been Burstitea St oh
tter, We | continue to d )
WE HAVE ALL heard this question being asked ymen) badges on some lapels was ar ma We v ! ntinu ’ a
raise the level of emotion as wait with interest for the
Often Christians differ in their are issues in which the Christian should pttos ; Y s and Ryts mittee’s report
responses. Some say yes, God's be involved and a Christian point of view reduce serious discussio tl
sues involved \ nd of the first week most Synoc
commandments and morals are for the should be expressed r v :
good of all and should be enshrined ir Evangelism lacks proper priority members we ppointec th wha
ur laws. Others say no, we have no right My view is that the second of the two The Diocesan Income and Exg fitur ey CEMITEn. | A “dull Synod
' Y \ - : ; ’ o The s ears like 1ot
to legislate Christian morality on non views Is closer to the mark than the first Ordinance debate was highlighted by a | i e f
Christian people living in a pluralistic There is a common view of morality, even 0-minute blackout during the opening ely osf illy the debate
society, Who is fight? Should morality be in a pluralistic society, which enables a speech and then some bétter debate the Surplice Ordinance. A full report on
legalised? society to be cohesive. There are real e "‘ FohICHEBIaN xR ) i this debate will appear in the nex 1e of
difficulties in distinguishing betweer ) | & the Record
To find the answer we need first to look ditficulties i distinguisting be disappointment that the Prioritie
what is private morality and what is % g the D
at the basic purpose of law in society blic moralit Comi ee did not see the Dept. o
ublic morality
Some say the law is only concerned with P Evangelism as a prionity and received a

preventing harm to others and is not

concerne

vith preventing a person
harming himself, In other words the law is
not concerned with the private lives of

ciizens

Others would see this view of the law
as inadequate. They would maintain there
is & standard of morality which society
must accept and having accepted it, it
entitled to enforce this standard on the
individual

These differing 1ssues concerning law
have been raised in the past concerning
laws dealing with homosexuals, control of
pornography and abortion as well as
other moral and social questions. They

Law and morality are not the same but
they are related. Law regulates human
behaviour by a body of rules enforced by
the state. Morality 1s more abstract and
more concerned with internal motivation
But our laws do reflect moral standards

Itis a most alarming and quite modern
trend to drive 2 wedge between the law
and morality in the name of civil liberties
It could shake the political and moral
structures which protect and enshrine the
common ideas, values and experiences
which give cohesiveness and a meaning
to the society of which we are part

(AUSTRALIAN BAPTIST)

ovation which showed the strong support

for e tatement

However, when amendments were

moved to support the Dept. of

they were lost primarily

hecause they sought to do too much. A
motion cathng tor a better consideration

for the Dept. gives hope

an improved
deal next yea

Another amendment lost was a move
to give Moore College more fund
$20,000 more. The

against this, and other amendments, was

major argument used

that the Prionities Committee had done
the work and that Synod ought not to

change it In an attack on this positic

Al
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Spacemen invade Mungindi

The small northern NSW team of
Mungindi in the Diocese of Armidale, saw
an invasion with a difference in
september
the S
New England, under the leadership of

a student team of 13 from
Mark’s Chapel of the University of

Chaplain Hugh Begbie and Assistant
Maria Kennerley

Jeach

The programme consisted of a I
Mission

members suitably dressed in

type programme, with the team
space
ar’’, scooped an average of 55 children

each day

1984 9
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“Decision Making and the Will
of God”

rejection of an “individual” will of God

for each of us seems contrary to Biblical

emphasised that we should serve God
with the Spirit (1 Cor. 14:15): does this

THE GOOD READ

phi inde

sophy

is the good news that ‘God hat! ted

plough. The project was set up in

anticipation of good rains last Nover

These rains did not come, so plougt

was halted with only a handful of field

ITIRELENG" should be sent to AFRICA
EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIF
Castle Hill 2154

PO. Box 29

the head office

Each working «

actually commenced with a devotiona

hus it was that, at the age of 12, Helen

ere they were both converted when

evidence. They anly prove it to their book really take account of that balance? and redeemed his people’ and a
Friesen and Maxon, Multnomah Press, . actic v dismie > overvy i . done <o by sending Hic onl\
. atisfaction by dismissing every instanc I do not think that there will be many fone so by sending His onl
1980 10 the contrary in the Bible (and are Son into this world to live, and die, and
missionary candidates from among those
This is a well-intentioned book which will many, as they admit) as special cases for who accept the tenets of this book: they rise again. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the
I think nevertheless do a lot of harm. It is special people (a sort of spiritual will take the “obvious” step of staying at Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last
intended as a correction of “fiddling | hierarchy) on special occasions. But this home, whekeithet RHth ¢k ba Tare In other words, He is the one Authority
views of guidance, that seeks God's direct is to make a mockery of the Bible with no recognised and used. Perhaps it is better Salld and recommendad
intervention at unir |uv||m|lv,uuml iti : mf |.l'~ ilue to j‘ y " imy Y 50: if one went to the missionfield with S. Miller
also a corrective of anti-intellectual | yecomes an interesting religious history | only this understanding of a “call”, he or
)f guidance, where any nonsense canbe | unless the God Who called Abraham she would never last when things grew |
excused by saying that the Lord has led | individually also calls me today. This, to difficult on the field |
In fairness, it also seems designed to lift a my mind, is the most serious short |
burden of false guilt from the over | coming of the whole book. If the authors Alan Cole |
sensitive and over-introspective who | are trying to explain the practical step |
constantly fear that they may have taken | and mechanic h God le: Istoa | |
some wrong step which has removed knowledge of His individual will for our | |
them from the mai am of God's | lives, that is legitimate and helpful. If they | : ‘\
purpose to s \allow backwater. How are saying that God only g u ‘ “\(“‘ i\
can so well-intentioned a book go pecif when there is a need of \\‘
wrong? 1 firection in our ) ‘ -
L i Fave moved & eems true, If, however, they mean that | |
Chr . in God eral moral will for our |
L es, it doe itter what we € | :
Australia, ho | it ind it 1
America. Ho may be suct [ church and histor an disg ¢
| absolutely that it warn |
1gainst an unne ary danger. The 1 sl he authors to be perfe
problem is that it over-reacts grossly: it | Baltaies thisr 16 §
ends up with an intellectualist conc f | 2 A
lance which is almaost De 71 are Over-re:
to me not so much to deny as 1o igr | 2 anger. With
the work of the Holy | fisir o : ; “,”"‘ ‘ILWI.IWM.\
the place of what | ofll birit of it 4y D
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children. Both attended Brethren

as s but did not meet until they
were in their mid-teens. It v one of
those annual picnic ¢ vhen all the

churches got together

For a while Dario,worked as a ground
engineer with a leading airline. At that
time there came inner conviction that

God was calling them to full-time

Christian service

In 1980 they applied and were accepted
for training by the Sydney Missionary and
Bible College

PTL asked them to join their ranks as

thnic outreach. Dario and

specialists in
his wife are able to converse in Spanish
a little bit of
h" (that’s how he described it)

), Portuguese and

Itali

Literature is freely available in the
various languages. At the same time

Donations are gladly received

Dario and Martha are available for
deputation work. An audio-visual of the
ministry of the Pocket Testament League

has been produced

(Contact tham at, PTL, 4 Morgan Street
Kingsgrove, NSW, 2208.)

Encounters: Friends and foes
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Friends and Foes has be fuce
Brian Nicholl A\ B(
r
ne du Bourdie
ABC-TV Publicity
Phone: 437 995

Dean Lance Shilton, Bp Ting and Bp John Reid during the Chinese delegations visit to

Sydney

Continuing focus on China

Beijing to tighten curbs on
cultural exchanges

Mainlar
countries, particularly in tourism, culture and art, a top Chinese journal reported
recently
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think that everything Chinese i

aiid the moves w

to what is foreign and that socialism i
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.
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Ports or execuuons in ina NEEDED BACHELOR OF DIVINITY
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Now with electronic

) I GMH
ange, please contact

PLEASE NOTE: A new national Heet Owner Discount has been negotiate . for
Clergy which will make GM H. cars very competitively priced. | can assure you 1
attentior

Harry Dibley: Bus. 635 4022; Priv. 634 1694
HILLSDONS PTY. LTD. 87 Church Street. Parramatta

minor maintenance and

Doug Lawrence Chairman
Camp Koloona RMB 159
Cambewarra 2577 Ph. (044) 21 6613
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PERSON TO TEACH
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

required in 1985 in Girls' High
School (East Hills) Must be commit
ted Christian and trained
Apply Rev. A. Wever 77 7073

teacher
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