Crowds defy rain to hear Palau

Despite heavy rains Louis Palau spoke nightly at the Newcastie showg
to audiences of 3,00 people and nearly 100 Christian commitments were recorded each

ound last montn

night

Early in the crusade, the evangelist was welcomed at a civic reception by Lord Mayor
Ald. Joy Cummings. Mr. Palau’s itinerary during the crusade includes numerous visits to
schools, organised teas and business gatherings. On Saturday 14th Ma:ch he spoke to
several hundred shoppers during a Christian March at the Newcastle City Market Square

Jammed Switch

One night NBN 3 advertised a telephone counselling grogramme with Mr Palau during
the preceding show. As soon as it concluded the station was flooded with callers, who
were channeled to five phone lines where trained counsellors intercepted incoming calls
belore they were passed along to the evangelist

Mr. Palau counselled seven callers during the 40 minute live telecast. Over 300 callers
reached one of the five trained counsellors. Most of the callers were referred to the Palau
Team’s Family Counselling Centre

NBN 3 director Warren Cantelo said he was astonished by the number of callers, “The
programme,” said Mr. Palau, “was significant because it was a first for Australian
television; second, it showed that evangelicals have biblical answers for people’s
problems and compassion for the masses; and third, it demonstrated that there are
hundreds of people with immense deep-seated problems in the Hunter Valley Region
who are searching for help”
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Easter Family
Convention
planned

The annual Christian Convention is being
held at Katoomba over the Faster
Weekend, April 9-12

This year’s convention aims at meeting
the needs of the whole family. Witk

speakors Rev, Balchin, the minister of the
First Presbyterian Church, Papakura, New
Zealand and Canrron John Chapman the
sm for the Ar

Church the weekend

Director of Fvang

promises to be a

great one

Details
Katoomba Christian Conve

can be obtained fro

ntion, PO, Box

A0, Sydney South. Phone: 26

Gypsy Bible

I'here has been a remarkable rel

revival among

| Bible ban saga
- continues

The Bible Society in Australia is still

end

ouring to clarify the position
regarding the use of the Indonesian Bibls
in Malaysia

of March 8,

Allah” for God and

The report in our issue that

the use of the names

Anak Allah God we
new terms i orrect
Indonesian Uibles published in the

arly 1800's used both of these terms for

God and the son of God, and they

I by all churches since ther

A full report will be given a
details ¢

ne in from Mala

Unique church
tourism project
formed

April

Divided voice on

legislation

Christians are divided in their statements
to the NSW State Government, on the

proposed Crime (hom
Amendment Bill

tod
15 to de

exval behaviour)

The bill's main intention
riminalise homosexual behaviour

between consulting adults in private

Those for

The Board for Soc.al Responsibility of
the Uniting Church in Australia (NSW
Synod) supports the Bill

We believe that there would be
general agreement within the Uniting
Church in new South Wales with the
statment in the Wolfenden repaort 1957 to
the British Parliament that the purpose of

law in relation to moral issues

“is to preserve public order and decency
to protect the citizen from what is
oftensive and injurious and to provide
sufficient safe guards against exploitation
and corruption of others

We do not believe that hoimosexual
acts between consenting adults in private
are a threat to public order and decency
will cause offence or injury or will lead to
the exploitation or corruption of others
In general homosexuals offer no more
threat, nor are they more disruptive to

the community than are heterosexuals

“Without implying moral approval for
homosexual activity, we believe that
many people in the Uniting Church
would support (legislations) removing
the possibility of homosexual acts in
private between consenting adults,
resulting in criminal prosecution

The Board for Social responsibility is

concerned about community attitudes
which either discriminate against people
because of their private sexual behaviou
or oppress people who are homosexual

homosexual

Those against

The Standing Committee of the
Anglican Diocese of Sydney resolved
that
‘While agreeing that the anomaly in the
maximum penalties for homosexual
behaviour between males should be
removed by legislation, the Standing

Comm e of the Anglican Diocese of
Sydney
U] again expressed its deep concern at

the legislation before the State
Parliament for the decriminalisation
of homosexual acts; and

(i) urges Parlimentarians to reject the
proposals; as it believes the normal
sexual maturation of young people
will be further jeopardised and the
clear teaching on sexuality in the
Bible will be contravened

The Catholic Archbishop of Sydney
Cardinal Sir James Freeman, states

Homosexual acts whether above or
e of consent are morally

ntrary to natural law

v the

ng and

‘There are very few police
prosecutions for breaches of the law
relating to homosexuality. Most of those
are for assaults where young children are
involved or lack of consent is an issue

You cannot equate the homosexual
life-style with that of the married
relationship in which a man and a woman
are charged with the responsibility of
procreation and rearing of children

The proposed changes are not in
accordance with the views of citizens and
must be seen as seeking respectibility for
a whaole life-siyle, not merely to
decriminalise isolated conduct”

The Bill was subsequently defeated in
State Parliament last week
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Christians ashamed of their

beliefs
How co { Christians benet fron
coming to the Conferen

We hope that it will give many

lid foundation for

Chnistians a more s

their lives lievers, Often Christians

{

seem to be embarrassed or ashamed of
aith. Yet Christianit ally is true t
1y things are. This realisation should

make us get excited about God and our
faith and wani to c«
others, We al

will encourage Christians te

nicate itto
)y hope that the conference

involved in the culture in which they

and in the arts
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good news of Good Friday

Large crowds attended this year’s Good Friday Anglican service in Sydney Square, at w hic

front of Graham Wade’s sketch, done during the reading of the lesson from John 19; of Jesu

A variety

“ARCIC” call for new Angl
R.C. relationship

the purpose of authority "
urch in the truth

al this

f the Ge

Such a prin

would be entary 1o the

multiple and «

orldwide Cht

checks and balance

@ Unity has to be achieved by

there 1s an obviou
wkn
I'he

be “unpacked” by a new

gap between

and actual wle

churches idea of unity by st
ommi
provided the Report

received

The Commission recommend

setting up of a new body to unpack the

can

SpE

acy

§ authority

the ide

jged by both

Ages 15

favourabl

(

it

1€
R 1
reg

rot
confe
Rome

Ar

Catho

admit t

the

deper

of responses to ARCIC

reunion attempls

hurch Society sees danger in

AL

hop Dain spoke

trial and executior

Primate commends report tor

TRALIAN CHURCH RE

He is here pictured in

study
) it
e th
Al evor
Roma \
of th hop of R
hes a \ it
has b
nlv i nte
ortant earlie
tt arist and

ontinued page

CORD, APRIL. 19, 1982 1




ED==TORIAL

Anglican-Roman Catholic
relationships

There are two issues which are currently bringing Anglican-Roman Catholic
relationships to our attention. Altheugh they are both centred on England they will,
inevitably, cause many reactions here in Australia

The first is the visit by the Pope to England — an historic ocassion. Already there
have been protests which have included the disruption of an address by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Robert Runcie who was told that he was a “traitor
and a “judas” and that he “deserved to be hanged”. His conciliatory attitude to
Rome has been bitterly attacked. More demonstrations are planned and the tour
could spark off some ugly and violent scenes

How sad it is that this should happen. Evangelicals will not be happy with this
reaction by a vocal few. It will do nothing for the cause of truth. It would be better
if those opposed to the visit sat quietly by and let it sink in the morass of crass
commercialism that would do proud to some of our more imaginative football
promotions. Itis a public relations exercise and is unlikely to achieve very much

The second is far more important and it is a pity that it is likely, after the initial
excitement, to be quickly forgotten by all but a committed few. It is the recent
release of the final report of the “ARCIC” Commission

This Report demands careful study. It is a major document that signals some
important and radical changes in relationships between the two Churches. It has
already received a varied reaction in England. Those Anglicans who are generally
known as Anglo-Catholics have, of course, welcomed it with enthusiasm whilst
Evangelicals have been much less happy about it

As the debate on this document continues there are « ertain things which must
be kept in mind; for Evangelicals they are vital

We live in an age of compromise; an age when peace at all costs is a prevalent
attitude; an age when the other person’s view is respected even when it’s wrong
This means, especially in religious matters, a blurring of the edges and a willingness
1o sacrifice some present beliefs for a future unity

Never would we want to go back to the old days of name alling and hatred
which affected even school children. The bitter Catholic Protestant rivalries in our
society had historical roots rather than theological ones, Most of us remember
older relatives who were bitterly anti-Catholic but who understood nothing of their
own religion and never went near a Protestant Church. That those days are gone
Is good. Also good is the increased partic ipation at a local level in joint activities
such as R1. in schools, social welfare activities and ommunity Christmas Carol
Services

But the optimism that this Report has engendered needs to be tempered by
some sobering truths, The issues that once divided us four hundred years ago will
not go away no matter how much many would like that to happen. They are issues
for which Godly men died and we should never be allowed to forget'that

The sixteenth century produced some great men of God. The Reformers who
were responsible for the establishment of the Church of England under Edward VI
were men who acted according to what they found written in the Bible. They were
not perfect; they were products of their age and were concerned with the issues
of their age. But they battled and eventually many were burned at the stake over
issues that were important then, And they are still important

Protestantism grew out of a desire to reform a Church that had moved a long
way from the Biblical ideal. Scandal and corruption wefe an integral part of its life
and it had lost any sense of real mission for the ( sospel. The Reformers sought to
make changes that they saw as necessary in the light of their understanding of the
Biblical doctrine of the Church. Those changes were not complete when they died

who knows what changes would still have been made to the Praver Book had
Cranmer lived longer?

The Reformers were convinced that the Papacy and the Priesthood and the
Sacraments were areas which had led to the problems of the existing Church
Anglican formularies show that they were concerned to come to grips with these
matters. The 1552 Prayer Book and what later became the 39 Articles make this
clear. For example The Litany in 1552 contained the petition

from the tyranny
of the Bishop of Rome and all his detestable enormities Good Lord deliver us
whilst Articles 22, 25, 28 and 31, refer specifically to the false teac hings of the

Roman Catholic Church

Has the Roman Catholic Church changed? In many areas yes. But on these
central issues, despite the positive moves seen in the Re port, we think not. Any

future attempts at unity are ce

in to require serious changes to be made in

Anglican doctrine, If our doctrine is Biblica and we must be certain of that

before proceeding — then it cannot be changed to please man. There is no point
in discussing such a change. Further, God would be inconsistent with His ¢ haracter
as revealed in the Bible were He to be pleased with organic unity at the cost of

truth

Bishop Cameron at a press conference after the issuing of the Report was asked
We suggest that it will
never happen in any lifetime unless Scripture becomes the sole authority in matters
of faith and doctrine in the Roman Catholic Church, To have unity on any other
basis would be to establish a Church of which Evangelicals could never be part

union would occur. He answered “rot in my lifetime

By all means continue the dialogue. Much good has already come out of it. There
are ,arge areas of agreed truth. There are many avenues of co operation and mutual
participation. But we are still divided over issues as basic as the means of salvation
In all such dialogue our leaders and our theologians must never sacrifice truth for
the chance of some future organic unity

SIAST THE HOLDEN JACKAROO,

Please contact me about this or any other vehicle in the GMH range. |
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I am an active member of St. Paul's Church, Castle Hill, and would
appreciate the opporunity of meeling you

Harry Dibley: Bus. 635 4022; Priv. 634 1694
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

time that Christian white Australian

were doing more wr brethren who are

the first Austra

desce o fr

Integranon

nderstanding wil

At our last Fellowship Tea there was a tear

from ML Druitt w

10 are Abarigines. They
made a marked impression on us all. They are

tle, dedicated

N IS 4 m

0 of their nun

' )"
to go to the Fellowship Houseparty

This will enable them to have more time ¢
levelop a better understanding on both side
Hopefully, this will lead to more support for
the Aborigines. What a wide open field th
present

There are 3,000 Aborigines in Mt Drui

many of whom come from the outback and in

er to live in our society they have to be

taught how to use a stove, cook in pots and
ew, el
et us hope that many churches might seek
o know 1 about the problems of
the Al es. We have nothing to e and

probably much to gain

Yours faithtully
Beryl A, Johnstone

Dear Sir,

As the 19th April will be the centenary of
Darwin's death, it is fitting Christians should
re-examine the views they hold about the
origin of species. If we evade this question
those we are out to catch for God will evade
us, as they hold evolution of great importance
Here 1s an idea that may help on this question

lesus, The New Man, was the first to survive
death in the flesh and was thereby shown to
be the apex of evolution, At his ¢ ompletion,
God had intervened to create The New
Human Being

Could the Virgin Birth give the clue to the
creation of all the species? God could have
used the same method throughout creation
explaining it to us when he completed

creation at the coming of Jesus

This view can be fitted into the theory of
evolution for which it may provide some
answers but most importantly it states that
God's activity is the key to the evolution of the
species thus enabling us to glimpse his glory as
Creator

Yours sincerely
Elisabeth Knox

School for preachers

More than 250 men have enrolled in a
school for preaching to be led by the Rev
Dick Lucas in July

The school has drawn preachers from
several denominations and is also open
to lay preac! ind full-time Christian
workers

Anglicans have applied from several
lioceses

The director of the Department of
Evangelism in Sydney diocese (the Rey

lohn Chapman) has conducted two

teachi 1ons at St Helen's. “Dick
Lucas ha 1d an extraordinary ministry
to businessmen in the city of Londor

said Mr. Chapman yesterday

When he commenced as vicar at St
Helen's, Bishopsgate, the church seemed
ready to collapse

loday he preaches to two capacity
congregations each Sunday

He has two meetings for workers in the
city because they cannot all fit into the
church building at once

This ministry ha brought many
leaders of the commercial world to a
knowledge of Christ

This a wondertul opportunity to

learn more on preaching from a man with

great gifts to s

The preaching school will be held in
the Chapter House of St. Andrew’s

Cathedral from July 27 to 29

Mr. Lucas will speak on the school'’s

theme eaching and Ministerial
Priont
It laster of Robert Menzies College

at Macquarie University (Dr. Paul Barnett)
will give a daily study on preaching from
John's Gospel

Other speakers who have been asked
are Mr, Clitford Warne (Preparing to
Preach); Mr. Tony Morphet
(Understanding the Australian Mind) and

the Rev. Peter Watson (Planning the
Preaching Programme for My Church)

The school is to commence at 9.30
each morning. Those attending will hear
Mr. Lucas give public lunch-hour talks at

1.15 p.m. Lectures finish a

4.30 each day

The College of Preachers and the
Department of Evangelism are
conducting the school

gistrations close on May 31. They
hould be sent to the department at St
House with

Andrew a non-refundable

deposit of $5 or the full fee of $15

MAINLY AB™

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE

Ven, D. H. Chambers is 10 be inducted Recto
L Stephen's, Richmond on 15t June, 19

! ). H. Char be Archdeacon ir
Wella d Communit from 1st |

ind is 1o be acting A ol Brightor

ntil 30th Se¢

Rev. K E Dillon is to t ducted

Rev. J. C. Howells will be inducted Rector
il's, Ringwood on 2nd June, 198

Rev. G, A, Pearson is Asst. Curate, St Jar

Old Cathedral as from 1 Marct O

Rev, Dr. Peter Wellock fre the Diocese

Perth is to be Chaplain of Trinity (

Parkville as from 15th Ag )8,

Rev. P H.D. Barr, tormie Rector, St

i

Rev. L. Firman will re

Girls” Grammar School from end of first terr

1ake up a posting at St School
Rev. k. C. B. Moyle will retire as Rector, Christ
Chureh, Essendon on 12th October, 1982
Rev. E Somerville will retice o st. Curat
Department of Chaplaincies on 31st

December, 198

Rev. G, W. A, Kircher died 13th March, 198

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE
The Rev. ). M. Edwards has accepted the cure

of souls of St. Cuthbert’s Church, Prospect
which will be vacated in July by the Rev D, (
Har

n-Smith

He has resigned as Priest-in-Charge of Holy
Cross Parish, Hlizabeth as from 315t le
198 ~

SYDNEY
Rev. M. Hill, lecturer atMoore Theological

College, has accepted the position of Rector of

"UT PE““'PLE

the Par I Seatorth

Rev. E R Bird,

i of Keiraville, h

ntment as Resident Mir

the New H. ing District of Minto

DIOCESE OF BATHURST

The Rev. Allan Guyer from Assistant at Mudge

1O Assistant priest, St Johr Wellingto:

The Rev. Arnold Bloomfield was inducted as
Rector of Cobar on March 18th
The Very Rev. Richard Appleby and Canon

Lance johnston have been appointed a

xamining chaplains to the Bishop
The Rev. Ron Herde priest in charg
Brewarrina, has left the parish and the dioce
The Rev. Bruce Walker honorary assistant
feacon in Forbes, is studying in Melbourne o
an INSTEP course, and assisting in the parish of

Glen Iris. He will return to the diocese

\ugust

The Rev. Campbell Brown rec e
Kincumber, diocese of Newcastle be

nduc ted as Re f Parkes on April 20t

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON
Rev. F, Harris (o resign as Rector of Emerald
rom May 9th
Rev. Doug Edmonds to become Rector to

Parish of Gladstone. He will also be working

part-time as Diocesen Communic m
Officer

DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY

Rev. Alan Collet! o daived on 7th February, He
will continue to minister in the Parish of €hrist
Church, O'Halloran Hill

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND

Rev. Rob McDonald inducted into the Parish of
St John at Bairnsdale on March 12th

T —————

Since his election as Archbishop of
Sydney, Donald Robinson has made
himself available to the media. He sees
this as a priority. He wants to be a link
between the Anglican Church in Sydney

Diocese and the people the media serves

Despite a very hectic first few weeks
after the election, the Archbishop kindly
consented to an interview with the
Editor of the Australian Church Record
We believe that it is important for our
readers to know what the Archbishop is
thinking at this time on important
matters, For that reason we are printing
the interview in full. This will be done
over two issues of ACR. The first part
dealing with the Archbishop’s role,
pastoral care of clergy, comments on
Sydney Diocese and a look at ministry
appears below

ACR  What do you see as the role of the
Archbishop?

he role of the Archbishop clear |
into two distinct areas, certainly
histonically, You would have ar
Archbishop or . hop of the Diocese
even if there were no Synod ou have

; rview th I
ACR  Given all that, will you be able to

find time for writing and reflection?

I i I

) elo 14 I n
don’t suppose nent that i

ecome involved in the deta t
thing You can p {8]) | I YO
can write on any subject at a 1 (

ajf sraph or a book ind |
important to find ways ol rema
top of the task ana it I it eto
1se my bra ( at Ay f
Houd when | hinding dithculty i
joing that and to ask for relief

An interview with the
new Archbishop of Sydney

Archbishop but it [ { t he

ible to sen vhere his own particu

pastoral care is needed and 1

[ pect that this s a referral ministr
ember | d et k I t

ACR Is there a need in Sydney Diocese
for more Bishops and Archdeacons and
smaller regions?

ACR  What about the Diocese as a

whole? Its been said that the machinery
of the Diocese or the Administration ha
become so overwhelming that the real

work of ministry in the Parish is lost

ACR  What about the feeling that
seemed to come through at the last
Synod that it is a case in Sydney Diocese
of the richer parishes getting richer and
the poorer parishes getting poorer, Is

there any justification in that?

ACR  What about the place of
Wollongong and Parramatta either within
the Diocese or as separate Diocese?

A that the rtan ) T
hat from Parish ind Re I ha
RO their man int to get thear i {
vorth out of st t neasyt

1d the righ hink 1 the

Colege I | n |

ACR  What's your attitude to “team
ministries” as against traditional Anglic.
parish ministries?

ACR Is there a need in modern society
with increased mobility, to rethink the
whole question of Parish boundaries?

ACR  Are you in favour of experimental

ministries of a “different” type in special

now. The Bishop's role there is defined by ACR Research currently being carried it's pl that the qu ) ( places such as the Inner City and \\,“'.
the Ondinal. His teaching role, his out by a committee of General Synod eglor that " h Areas?
pastoral ponsibilitie in interesting suggests that clergy are very critical of the r 15 1N I not aga ¢ v
ned relationship with all the the lack of pastoral care they receive efe | " ( ¢ I ( I \
clergy so that h in away, as much th from their Bishops. How is it possible in 1 | ! I ! the le sugh from the
pastor or part of the pastorate »f each Sydney to make pastoral care from t ep. k ! 151 ! or } he
parish as the incumbent is — they share yourself, the assistant Bishops and the Parramatta in pr it the 1 ha wuite a lot of exy '
1storal chi Now | release that Archdeacons more meaningful? it b rta th L { notl '
there is a certain unreality in this and tha he first thing to be said there is that 1 \ [ edic
the bigger a Diccese gets the more unrea ur system of regionalisation is designe ACR  Let’s turn now to ministry. Bishop ( couldn’t get a stand
this may become. But it is real even i ke that possible througt Dain in his Presidential Address 1o Synod I f nd
only at certain points, He has thi ps. | say that not to evade a made a comment about more pastoral 1N
relationship with every memb L nsibi | n Archbishoy training at Moore College, Is this a way the t i t
Church by the fact that he confirms them have t ts onl ymmonsense that th forward or do we need to make a better esa ] rawr
it a certain point in their lives, | ar pastoring of clergy would « e througlt use of the catechist and curate positions t wha tol m
ar from taking th 5 a formality the regional Bishops. My experience as sources of training? ¢ 1 not be It i
come to find that as one of th tral hari that it is uneven but | do no  seems t et there 1 dang the | «
functions as a re I'm thinkfor one momentivs negligit averloading any pr kil ari \ i f wditional wa
or oiry that that could even diminish pa i that when some pasto ether it's for Cl o ng 1s worked be
alittle in an Archbishoy of ny ev're really ning wnything [he s rk but
I would also incl in this the wbou he pastoring the wl f he ol 1o quire ¢ der other mear
responsibility of the Archbishop to I ther there was an k then for which a certain concentra \ * %
defend his people 1 whole and to that ti is a fairly ready a needed and it can pe ea upset by te Ir next edition we wil It
peak for them as a who Ihere are pastora e regional level e man 1 The  terna 5t eportin 15 Inter
times when the peoy would want thei want to lcould wourage that more attention to what is called | Wha \rchbishop think
Archbishop to say something. Of course to make sure that the priority of the rvice Training'. Ve have soms Litur il Revisior e Place o
he has to be careful then that he is saving egional Bishops is a pastoral ministry development of that here ) licals in the Al i } h. 1
something for them and not just using hi will be more ocassional in Case could be greatly ir.creasec i ] v i t decad
continued from page 1 Nevertheless, the Cardinal \RCIC raised ‘questions on tt continued from page 1
acknowledged the report to be “an universal primacy for Roman Catholic should they invite their non-Christiar
“Important ecumenical event,” mportant ecumenical event, such as to o o \uil‘,[‘”\, MI,W iyl ”;” friends?
says Vatican constitute a significant step towards ,;H,“" e Afigitcan pol ’v“‘ was tha Certainly. Truth is one. Christianity
reconciliation between the Anglican 1e Congregation had agreed that the the truth about the way the world is. It

The first official comment from the
Vatican on the ARCIC final report came
with the publication of a letter from
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 1o Bishop Alan
Clark. Predictably, it sounded a note of
caution

Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, told ARCIC's Roman Catholic co
chairman: “It is not yet possible to affirm
that a really substantial agreement has
been reached in all the questions studied
by the Commission

Communion and the Catholic Church

This concession wa 1nte
remarkable
Hill, ARCIC

first time t

1d the Rev. Christopher

e Congregation had ever
wmitted that any ecumenical docament
W it signuiicance, There were signs ol
hope in the letter, Mr. Hill believed, for
Congregation was passing the report to
the Church for comment — and it was
not to be just the Congregation telling
people what it thought

Anglican secretary. It was the

whole thing could go to the episcopal

conference
This is made clear in the Cardinal’s
letter, which says: “The Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith, theretore, wil

e
ARCIC final report to all of the episcopa

conferences as its contribution to the

send detailed observations about th

continuation of the dialogue” So there
will begin a collegial process of
discussion, which, said Mr. Hill, will open
up a whole new range of questions for

Rome itself about Rome
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hould therefore make sense to both the

Christian and the non-Christian

Conference Details

The Sydney conference will be held at
the Kings School, Pennant Hills Road
11T May. Other
speakers are Udo and Debbie
Middiemann, Barry Seagren and Wim
Rietkerk. Attendance
or on a daily basis. For registration
enquines, nng Sydney 799 8001, and for
general conference enquiries 89 1406,

Parramatta, from 7

may be on a live-in



Persuasion by
force

Islam’s past and present success

One hundred years ago, there were three
Christians for every Moslem. Today,
despite tremendous Christian growth and
the fact that Islam has only had organised
missionary work in the last 20 years, the

numbers are even

lslam began in 600 A.D. in Arabia, a
country of illiteracy, poverty and lack of
unity. The first evidence of its expansion
was in 636, In 638, Jerusalem fell. 640
Caesarea. 642, Egypt. 646, Mesopotamia
649, Iran. 697, Carthage. By 715, Islam had
spread to Spain, India, and Central Asia

After thirteen years as a prophet in
Mecca, only 100 followed Mohammed to
Medina. Eight years later, when he took
Mecca by force, 1,000 troops were with
him. The following year, in another
assault, 30,000 fought for Mohammed

In Mecca, Mohammed’s method was
persuasion, saying complimentary things
of other religions in his “Koran” or
revelation from God, with fimited
success, At Medina, he said he had a
second revelation from God that he us:
the method of the sword: “God has all
power and can change his mind

In his first speech after Moharmmed's
Mohammed
tried for over ten years to spread the

death, his successor said

| ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL

TS POINT, SYDNEY

of England general
all creeds. As it is a non
the Board appeals for
your help to raise funds for this work
STAGE 1 development brought St Luke's
up to a hospital with 140 beds, including
16 private suites, 3 new operating theatres
theatre sterile supply unit, inten
essental equipment

hospital open t
profit organisation

ve care
unit an further
upgraaing planned of existing equipment
services. Tax deductible, gift duty-exempt
donations of $2.00 or more, payable to
St. Luke's Development Fund'' are ac
knowledged by official receipt

" : ]
FRANK AKEHURST |
The National Building |
Suite 1, 6th Floor
250 Pitt St, Sydney 2000
| Specialist in high quality handcrafted
jewellery
FIRST IN SYDNEY |
COMPUTER GEMTESTING MACHINE |
Accurate reading of faceted gems, identifies
natural from imitation, assists greatly for
insurance valuations
As usual new diamond and sapphire rings
and all precious stones available ® Jewsllery |
redesigned and remade ® Wedding rings |
o ® Jowellery and watch repairs
Selection of Silver charms, bracelets, chains
Natural sapphire and synthetic spinel dress
rings and pendants and earrings
— $2010 40
Stg. Silver and 9 ct. Christian Fish Symbols

<X PHONE 264 6368

| MUSLIMS

peaceful way of Islam, without succe
God then told him of the other method
and how much better are the results!

There is probably no parallel military
movement equal 1o this

Islam similarly developed culturally
Muslim invaders took the philosophies of
Greece back to Europe still bound by the
Dark Ages; and established modern
universities in Europe.

At the time Richard the Lionheart lead
the Crusades against it Islam was by far
the more sophisticated, and in its Golden
Age

Then it waned, and until this century
was virtually in limbo

Oil was discovered in many of their
countries. They are convinced that the
petro-dollar is an answer to their prayers,
and their response must be to seek to
dominate the world, in a re-take of
Islam’s Golden Age. This is being pushed
by those promoting Islam world

dominance

The promise of success . ..

The Israelites in the Old Testament era
fought in God'’s name alone. In Islam, the
soldiers share in the spoil. They fought to
gain riches, women, and the promise of
an after-life Paradise of rivers of wine
honey, pure water, milk and % million

blond girls

... and the threat of death

Backsliding is a capital crime, as is

saying anything against Islam
Mohammed killed a man he claimed was
a backslider, and applauded others for

killing dissenters

Doing and belonging

How is a Moslem’s heart washed? “By
continuing in prayer and reading the holy
book

Moslems desive to please God, and
Islam sets out five ‘pillars’ or ways of
doing this. By prayers, called five times a
day; fasting which ‘helps the believer to
remain God-conscious’; charity (lit
purity’): giving back to God what
belongs to him and to be free from
selfishness; pilgrimage; declaration that

Church Record attended a recent Seminar in Sydney, on “Moslem Awareness”.
Sponsored by the Moslem Study Fellowship and the Evangelical Alliance, it included
speakers who were formerly missionaries in Moslem countries as well as converted
Moslems now living in Australia and working for the conversion of their brethren here.

The material for this article was taken from the talks given by these people. Also shown
were an audio visual by CMS approved by Moslem leaders (“Whitewashed”, said one ex-
Moslem); and a World Vision film “Islam — Unlocking the Door”.

there is no god but God and his
messenger is Mohammed’

“For a Moslem it is more important to
beleng than to believe”, one

commentator said

In pertorming each of the ‘pillars’, unity
is expressed, whether by praying in
similar positions, wearing similar clothes,
fasting at similar times, or speaking the
same languag as God only speaks
Arabic. Itis a total cultural and social
system, involving the whole of life

How does it touch us?

Moslems have tremendous power. Half
the property in the city of London is
owned by Arabs; as is an increasing
amount in Australia. $2.5 million was
given by an Arabian for the teaching of
Islam¢n Australia. There are now 250,000
Moslems in Australia, having the same
peliefs, aims and methods as their Middle
Eastern counterparts

The Moslem view of Christianity

Misconceptions

The Moslem believes that there were
three revelations from God through
prophets: Moses, Jesus and Mohammed
He sees the Christian as believing only
of God's revelation, and wants him to
acknowledge the last

The Moslem sees the Christian doctrine
of Jesus as God's Son as blasphemy
because he sees his conception in terms
of human procreation. He is taught that
Jesus did not die, but was taken away
and that God changed the features of his
substitute on the Cross into Jesus
likeness. Jesus is stripped of his glory and
redemptive work. The Koran translates
the “paraclete” in John 14 as

Mohammed’

He is taught that Jews and Christians
have since the time of Mohammed,
changed the Bible to fit their own creeds,
and that in any event it has been
abrogated by the Koran. He is prohibited
from reading the Bible to check it out
himself

Antagonism

Because of their great sense of history
Moslems still feel antagonism towards
Christians because of the Crusades. They
1eel that we were “people of the Book” as

Tonga Cyclone Appeal

The arduous task of rebuilding is now
underway in Tonga, following the
devastation caused by Cyclone Isaac
Money from Australia, New Zealand and
the United States has helped in getting
this task underway
The Australian Board of Missions has
sent A$5,000 to Jabez Bryce, Bishop in
Polynesia, to assist with the rebuilding
task. The New Zealand Anglican board of
Missions sent N.Z.$4,000 and the
Episcopal Church of the U.S.A., US$5,000
Bishop Jabez Bryce gave this
description of his visit to Tonga
immediately after the Cyclone
“Houses were pushed away from their
foundations. Some buildings were
partly intact, others were totally
destroyed. Some of our European
people in this arlea who occupy

Government Quarters have lost
everything. We saw the Fisheries
Department also destroyed and a lot
of damage everywhere

| went to the western side where
much of the damage occurred and
found that from the village of
Nuburku to Kanokupolu devastation
that | have not seen before. Houses,
trees and corrugated iron all over the
place. The Villages of Kolovai to
Kanokupolu were hit badly by the
tidal wave

Shortages of food and building
materials are still a grave concern in
longa

If you have not yet responded to the
need of the Anglican Church in Tonga -
send your donations to: A.B.M. House, 91
Bathurst Street, Sydney, N.SW. 2000

On special offer to clergy

A CEN review has prompted the Bishop
of Norwich to offer free copies of a new
book on preaching to all his clergy

The book in question is John Stott’s |
Believe in Preaching. In his review for
, Lord Coggan lavished praise on the
book, calling it “fresh, deep, and
demanding” and suggested that a free
copy should be given to all clergy

1 would like to see it in all our

theological colleges; on the desks (not
the shelves) of our clergy, readers and all
who exercise the preaching ministry . . "

The Rt. Rev. Maurice Wood, Bishop of
Norwich, decided to put this into action
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As a first step he has sent a copy of the
book, together with a copy of the review,
to his Rural Deans. They are then
instructed to offer copies, free of charge,
to any of their clergy who want one

With 265 clergymen in his diocese, the
Bishop might find himself footing a bill of
over £1,500. That is, if his ministers are
not put off by the conditions that go with
the offer: that the Chapter arranges at
least one study session and that the
majority of members of the Chapter
agree to read and study their copy

CEN

were they, and resented our fighting
against them, and saying that they were
wIong

They feel antagonism also, because of
our missionary tactics of confrontation;
and the West’s methods in the Colonial
period, particularly in India

Missionary zeal

Moslems see themselves today as
being God’s instruments to bring back
moral standards in the West. When they
come to the West, they see what is done
publicly and say that Christianity benefits
no-one. Because their own religion is
bound up with the State, they presume
that the same is the case in the West

The Christian response

The Christian’s main aim must be to get
Moslems to read the Bible, particularly
the New Testament

It takes a person who can answer their
own questions, before Moslems will
listen to the gospel. The barriers behind
which they attack Christianity must first
be broken down. For example, by calling
Jesus the “Word of God”, created and
coming from the mind of God, thus
removing any physical implications in his
conception. And, “we preach Christ
crucified” as the fulfilment of God's Word
written 1,000 years before in Psalm 22
Jesus saying to Peter, “get behind me,
Satan”, when he rejects Jesus’ teaching
on his death

The secret is talking of God's character
He is characterless in Islam. Explain that
he is 100% pure, and keeps his own laws
how can he forgive sins? So the need for
Talk about sin. Don’t be
frightened into thinking that they are
more godly than you

Jesus fits in

Don't use the word “crusade”: it will be

misunderstood

We have a tremendous responsibility
to show all migrants that Christians are
different from the people they see
portrayed on V. and elsewhere and that
our morals and outlook are
fundamentally different

It must be by friendly approach to
ordinary people by ordinary people
Show compassion: “hate the cancer, love
the patient”, They will be influenced by
your spirit of neighbourliness.

Worldwide
growth in Bible
distribution

A total of 10.4 million Bibles was
distributed by Bible Societies throughout
the world last year, according to the latest
Scripture distribution report of the
United Bible Societies (UBS)

Ihe largest number of Bibles was
distributed in the UBS Americas Region
with a circulation of 3,731,223, The Bible
Society in Australia circulated 262,731
Bibles in 1981

here were more than 12 million New
Testaments circulated worldwide last
year. Bible Societies also distributed in
excess of 30 million Scripture Portions
during 1981; over 7 million of these
Portions were targeted for people with
limited reading skills.

Also distributed were 391 million
Scripture Selections, many of them in
leaflet form

The number of Bibles distributed by
the United Bible Societies was three-
quarters of a million more than in 1980
However, New Testaments recorded a
drop of nearly two million on the
previous year's figures

There is a difficulty in isolating the
reasons for these shifts in Scripture
distribution, especially when so many
countries are involved. But it is clear that
the number of common language Bibles
available in different languages around
the world is increasing.

“No moratorium on
missionaries to Africa”

“We need many more ‘inter-church
workers’ in Africa”, said Daniel Bitrus
General Secretary of the Church of Christ
in Nigeria this month. He was in Sydney
“to tell Christians here what the Lord is
doing through their prayers and support’
through the Sudan United Mission out of
which grew the Church of Christ

They are needed because of the
tremendous growth of the Church and
their need to be taught and pastored
because of the need to counter Islam
moves to squash it; and to meet the

growing challenges of our society

What is the Church doing?

We believe that God wants us to give
Christian education: children should be
brought up to fear the Lord. To give a
man education without Christ is to make
him a wise devil. So, we run 5 schools

We have a medical programme which
runs a 275-bed hospital, a leprosy mission
and a rural health programme of 25
clinics and 5 maternity centres in the area
of preventative medicine

“We are a missionary-minded church
We believe that to be alive we must be
like the Sea of Galilee which has both an
inlet and an outlet and remains fresh, and
not like the Dead Sea which only has an
inlet, So we are involved in outreach on
Lake Chad and in the Sudan where one of
our pastors is working as a Bible teacher

‘In Christian education we run several
courses. We have a Christian Training
Centre offering a 2
students; 2 Colleges for Pastors running

year course with 65

j-year courses each having 30 students
and we are one of 8 churches involved in
the Theological College of Nigeria which
offers 2 courses: a Diploma and a
Bachelor of Divinity. There are 3 students
in the latter and 20 in the former. Several
of our members are studying overseas

in Britain, U.S. and one in Australia —in
the area of leadership training

The Opposition |
“God’s church was planted in Africa a '
long time ago. It is said that before
Mohammed there were over 1,000
bishoprics in Northern Africa who spent
their time arguing about intellectual
matters and not in evangelism, When |
Islam came they were almost wiped out |
“Today, Islam is still infiltrating from the i
North into Nigeria. Till recently it won its
converts by the tactic of ‘be converted or
killed’. Now its aggression is militant in a
subtle way; and becomes more so as the |

church grows. It uses Moslems in

positions of power to promote Islam and
frustrate Christianity. For example, church
building applications are lost or officials
are ‘not available’ to help. They have
begun to open bookshops, and attracting
young people by organising groups very

Dr. Runcie de

like Boys' and Girls’ Brigade, which are
very popular in Nigeria, complete with
uniform and similar activities. On rare
occasions there are more violent
reactions in damaging church buildings
or throwing stones at open air meetings
“But Christians have a good
representation in Parliament
nationally and in the States

both

Nigeria has 19 universities where
students are scratching philosophy and
being told that God does not exist. We
need to be able to challenge people with
higher education with the gospel

What do they need?

“The greatest help is prayer that
God will continue to build his Church in

Africa

Personnel. In Education — teachers of
all subjects, but particularly the sciences
and mathematics, In medicine
practitioners, a surgeon, obstetrician and

general

physiotherapists

‘In Bible training we want to use our
own people who know our situation, But
they need training; and so we need
finances to send them to overseas
colleges. Particularly in leadership
training: ‘You can give a man a fish and
feed him for a day or teach a man to fish
and feed him for a lifetime

Literature — books of all kinds

“Money. For books, education
buildings. Our college buildings are
hindering our work because they do not
cater for the number of students we
would like to train. We need to expand
and to build water storage tanks. Gifts
can be sent through SUM

ends

Christian education

The Archbishop of Canterbury fears that
this country’s Christian tradition may be |
sacrificed on the altar of multi-
culturalism, he told the annual meeting of
the National Society on Wednesday of
last week

“lust as in early Victorian England
religion was erroneously cast as the key |
to social order, so in the late twentieth
century we must take care not to regard i
it as the key to good community |
relations,” the Archbishop warned i

Nor should it be like Gibbon's picture
of religion in the Roman Empire in which
the different modes “were all considered
by the people as equally true, by the
philosopher as equally false and by the
magistrate as equally useful”

Living as he did “with Brixton on my
doorstep and Toxteth, which | visited last
week,” Dr. Runcie was well aware that
this was a muiti-belief and a multi-faith
society, he said. And the presence of
pupils of different faiths in our schools |
presented problems “just as daunting as
those which confronted the founders of
this Society” |

But Christianity still held the allegiance '
of the majority in this country, the ‘

Archbishop reminded the Society — and
it should be the main perspective
studied as the living tradition of the host

community

Dr. Runcie agreed with critics who had
drawn attention to the possible
divisiveness of some Church schools
There was a danger that the schools
might become Anglican middle-class
ghettoes, he believed

Christianity was subversive of any form
of exclusive national pride or class
pretension, and it put forward the idea of
a universal brotherhood, said the
Archbishop. Church schools should
reflect that, and be vehicles for a vision
and protest derived from religious
conviction

Dr. Runcie also warned against the
danger that religious education might be
integrated out of existence by
assimilation to moral and social studies

“Many young people equate
Christianity with morals and personal
conduct” he said. “"We need to ensure
that they are given the resources for
making a decision for themselves”

Church Times

WHAT A WERLD

Love covers

|

|
The Pope would become the “Universal |
Primate
Roman Catholic Churches, according to
the recently released report of the
commission representing both Churches
| can imagine the frenzied rising of
Reformed hackles at the thought. But the
hope expressed was that enough
agreement had been reached to lead to
a new relationship between our
Churches as a next stage in the journey
towards Christian unity.”

in a reunion of the Anglican and

| have been reading with deep
appreciation subtitled “A
viable Platform for Christian Unity”, by
Paul E. Billheimer (pub. Christian
Literature Crusade, 1981, $4.95
paperback). | have been asking myself
how its principles, if embraced with equal
enthusiasm by all concerned, would

Love Covers

affect negotiations between giant
denominations in their gropings after
unity

Basis of fellowship

The book’s thesis is very simple, and is
reiterated severa! times. Billheimer asserts
(p. 8) “For centuries, fellowship within
the Body of Christ has been primarily on

the basis of conceptual, theological and

organizational persuasions and practices
The principal thesis of this book is that in
the Church, or Body of Christ
acceptance and fellowship with one

another should be on the basis of
common spiritual parentage rather than

on COMmMOon views or opinions on non

essentials to salvation

He goes on to admit that it can even be

hard for Christians to agree on what is
essential for the new birth. “It is unclear
to me, for instance, how anyone can be
born again without acceptance of the
Waord of God in its original autographs as |
inerrant,” he writes, and quotes as the
simplest confession of faith for
conversion Romans 10:9-10
shall confess with your mouth ‘lesus is
Lord’ and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be

That if you

saved. For it is with your heart you
believe and are justified, and it is with
your inouth that you confess and are
saved”

He is realistic enough to admit that “No
amount of grace will ever enable all born
again people to agree on what
formulated doctrinal system constitutes
absolute conceptual truth, If the prayer of
Jesus for unity of the Body is realised this
side of heaven, it will have to be on the
basis of a common Fatherhood, and that
means on the basis of agape love This
is not a call to compromise sincere
convictions. You are not compelled to
surrender personal convictions in order
to love a brother God is more
interested in love between members of
His family than in the inerrancy of one’s
opinions.”’

Scandal of the Ages

Billheimer claims that disunity in the
Body of Christ is the scandal of the ages
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Lesley Hicks

the greatest sin of the Church. But he
is not thinking primarily of the existence
of denominations. The unity the Lord
longs for can be unity in diversity, He
quotes Romans 14, and Jesus and Paul’s
injunctions against judging, both of
which presuppose differences which
must be handled in love, Sitting in
judgement upon one another in non
essential matters is sin, The remedy is the
love that covers a multitude of sins

Francis Schaeffer’s small classic “The
Mark of the Christian” makes the same
plea. Although | do not get the
impression from him either that
denominations must unite
organizationally if Christ’s High Priestly
prayer “that they all might be one
be fulfilled, he insists that love between

Isto

Christians, both individuals and
churches, must be observable by the
watching non-christian world

I find more of that observable love
amongst charismatics than any other
groups of Christians. Billheimer discusses
his own at first uneasy relationship with
charismatics, and quotes various fair but
critical assessments of some of their
doctrines and practices, including that of
Dr. James Packer. He admits that he was
guilty of judgemental attitudes towards
them. Both he and his wife, he found
needed to repent of their considering
themselves superior “outsiders” to their
charismatic brethren, and he concludes
“the problem of fellowship between
charismatics and this non-tongues
speaking charismatic has been solved
Agape love has bridged the gap

Paisleyism

The Reverend lan Paisley, as
in the ACR issue of March 22, seems to
epitomise one who sins against agape

described

love in his extreme judgementalism. Yet
in so assessing him, am | not also
judging? If someone challenged me
about him: “What about lan Paisley

he’s supposed to be a Christian!”, | would
have to say that in his public
pronouncements, especially about
Roman Catholics, he shows a gross lack

f he is a born

of love, and that therefore
again Christian, he is a gravely

disobedient one

.. Orlove

Paisleyism must be utterly repudiated
but | fear that a persistent drive towards
any organic unity between the Anglican
and Roman Churches will only cause new
schism, as happened here with the
formation of the Uniting Church
Discussions however must continue,
hopefully in a spirit of love. At local
congregational level, in gatherings for
fellowship in small and large groups, and
among the hierarchy, the world needs to
see the mark of real Christians
that transcends and covers differences

a love
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A frequent theme in my columns has
been the unhelpful role which prejudice
serves in many of our relationships. In
this column | intend to focus on this
problem in its own right

Prejudice is an attitude, and as such it
consists of certain beliefs, emotional
reactions and activities centred upon the
object or target of the attitude. Prejudice
can be a bias which causes us to pre
judge others either in an unfavourable or
favourable direction. Prejudiced attitudes
of a negative kind can seriously hinder
our relationships, especially when we are
unaware of the exact nature of these
attitudes

Jesus was often the target of prejudice
For example, in John 1:46 when Philip
witnessed to Nathanael concerning Jesus,
Nathanael was at first doubtful
“Can anything
Philip

expressing a prejudice
good come out of Nazareth?”’
simply invited him to see for himself, He |
said: “Come and see” Nathanael did so
and was forced to rise above mere
prejudice and to see Jesus as He really

was

Itis often the case that prejudice
cannot be sustained when people open

their minds and have contact with those
whom they mistrust, doubt or even fear
and have the opportunity to experience
how these people really are, Yet we
frequently fail to do this. We make token
contact only. We fail to put aside our
prejudice and close our minds. We spend
our time looking for proofs relevant to
the conclusions and judgements we have
already reached

Two examples should show the
relevance of this issue for Christians. A
church member had a long history of
falling out with the rectors of the parish
The original conflict had been a serious
one and it bore no credit to either party
However, subsequent clashes with the
successors of this rector really emerged
from the bias and prejudice shaped by
the original conflict

The church member listened to every
sermon of every minister expecting to
have his expectations confirmed. The way
in which this person could twist the
words of the preacher was amazing. It
often appeared as if he was hearing a
totally different message from that heard
by the rest of the congregation! What he
heard was determined by his prejudice
which worked to distort and filter the
true content of the message

This man needed to be made aware of
his prejudice and the function it was
serving in his life as a church member. He
needed to recognise the dangers of his
prejudice and of the need to adopt an
open mind, one which was uncluttered
by biases acquired in the past

But, it isn't easy to convince such a
person. One would need to understand
the origins of his prejudice in order to
help him. He has been hurt and
threatened by the original clash. His
present suspicion can be traced back to
this event. It is possible that he has every
reason to be indignant concerning this
clash, but he needs to recognise that that
clash is past history and that the present
events involve different people and
different issues

The second example involves almost
exactly the same dynamics but the setting
is different. Frank and Helen are Christian
parents who are having a great deal of
difficulty with their teenaged daughter
Karen, They feel they cannot trust her
since she recently lied to them, Karen is
resentful that one failure is being allowed
to cast doubt over every statement she
makes

The parents have acquired a form of
prejudice directed against their daughter

T UNDERSTAND EACH “* THER

The dangers of prejudice

Their doubts are understandable but

their obsession with her “lying nature
as such a surprising

is proving

which has come
disappointment to them
extreme and unhelpful. Their continuing
doubt is now disappointing her. Karen is
really sorry for breaking trust and has
genuinely learned from her experience. If
her parents had just let her demonstrate
this, then things would have been fine
But the continuing doubt and anger

simply made Karen angry and resentful

In such a situation parental prejudice
has overwhelmed a preparedness to trust
and to give another person a chance to
show what they have learned
eventually has the effect of generating a
prejudice in the daughter directed
against her parents. No longer can the
participants see each other honestly, All is
doubt and suspicion since the
perceptions are distorted and filtered by
the operations of prejudice

This failure

The first step to modifying this
situation is to acknowledge the existence
of the prejudice. We need to
see one another”, to let the facts speak

come and

for themselves rather than to allow
prejudice to bias our judgement as we
stand apart

BOOK REVIEWS

God’s Yes to Sexuality: Towards
a Christian understanding of
sex, sexism an sexuality

The report of a working group appointed
by the British Council of Churches

Rachel Moss (Ed.)

(Collins, London, 1981, 187 pages.)

The working party which produced this
ref

madrriage 1s the normative pattern of

have rejected the idea that

relationship against which all other
vhile
full the rich
symbolism that marriage provides of
God's faithfulnes
171

possibilities are to be measured

hoping to appreciate to the
s to his creation

(page

This view is understandable in view of
the membership of the \

orking party
who are married

which included

ome
some parents, some who are
homosexual, and some who “are celibate
by commitment”. The report expressed

regret that in the working party

despite

its diversity of theological opinion, “we

have not had any expression of

conservative approaches to biblical

studhes

The Bible 1s seen as a problem to be
grapoled with. Can it be understood in
still have

itselt, and something relevant

tor today? One would affirm the refusal
1o «;nuh texts out of context and the
attempt to understand the Bible world
The reaffirmation of agape in the New
lestament and hesed (loyal-love) in the
Old Te welcome.
What is less satisfactory is the handling ot

stament as central is

the ethical implications. Though the Bibl
15 not just a code of ethics, it does

s truths
be immediately applied in a
the situation in
which they were uttered, Nevertheless
the timeless truths ought to find their
appropriate encapsulation within any

contam time They cannot
always

uniform way outside

society at anytime. The book does not

jately appreciate that hermeneutical
paradox. The handling of Genesis 19in
relation 1o homosexuality has lost
ibsolute truth to relative cor ation
based on the authority of “ot
wperience”, to qu (p not

something which we can hold

binding on us, without asking

sty ur own experience of humar

beings and of God's concern for them
I'he book is

understanding of the psycho

to be commended for its
somati
unity of the whole person, and its
assertion that human sexuality plays a

fundamental part in all relationships, and

its expression of the value which "wou

deplore such fear of the sexual
component in friendship as would inhibit
warm affection and demonstration

between friends
tion which ne
\\I-H are the

ays to relate a

There is a ques

clarification by

Christian
appropriate (Christian) w

feeling beings with people other than

one’s spouse?

Ihe book helptully recommends
ictivities such as Marriage Enrichment

Lindsay Johnstone

Numbers
Gordon J. Wenham
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries
(Leicester, 1981). £4.95. Ph
Dr. Gordon Wenham has

nteres

done us a
service in providing this ting and
stimulating guide to yet another little
known Old Testarment book (ct. his
recent commentary on The Book of
Leviticus (NICOT))
the worthy twotold goal of expounding
the plain historical meaning of the text

Ihe commentary has

original author and
ond that
Christian reader on “the
abiding significance of the text” With
regard to this latter aim, Mr. Wenhan

rs the reminder that it was with

which it meant to the
his readers,” and providing, bey

guidance to the

ofte

reterence to stories in the Book of

Numbers that the apostle Paul wrote
they werg itten down for our
nstructior 1 Cor, 10:11)

ke me a irticul

I Htentic [}
Number
and to th 1¢
1 the Book. His
text in the light
(i nal a
re th
| d th ) n of
its various parts, | r example
that certain laws, which appear at
mexpected points in the narr: car
function as a deliberate t on the
preceding narrative. Laws may, in certain
contexts, funct pre Ine he
promulgation of a | i th it the
plication that God will put Israel into a
Iaton where aw
I'his careful attenti
questions of context frequently leads to a
ignilicant and convincing interpretatior
e thi mmentary on the
L umbi s for the
n ta € I ur Ing the
ung of Old Testame itual a
mboli fwed it understand the
ritual system of a people we do 1
understand what makes their sc
Dr. We am insists that

and arbitrary

mns of ntual

SOIMe ommentarnies

more than

Ig

interpreting muc

difficulty of
the Old Testament

ntual matenal, he proposes principle

(drawn l; from anthropology) which

throw light the ritual
ystem of the His
approachis t dly ‘structural’: he seeks
to understanc e whole ritual system
1nd the va 15 parts in the hght of the

stem, rather than interpreting in ua
rituals in themselves, The results of th
interpretation are freely admitted 1o be

very tentative, but may be expected to
of this

stament

stimulate further ir
neglec

literature

vestigations

ed area of the Old Te

Thirdly, Dr. Wenham has explicitly set
a Christian commentary. As

1 discussion of “The

out 1o write

well as including
in the
tion of the

Christian Use ot Numbers

Introduction, each s

commentary usually concludes with a
few remarks about the relationship

between the passage in question and
later biblical revelation. These remarks
are generally brief and to the point, and

although or

€ may nct always agree with
the precise lines drawn, there is a
satistying absence of strained fanciful

interpretations for the sake of relevance

valuable
student

This book will be 1o any

serous Bible

John Woodhouse
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Caring homes
sought for
homeless
teenagers

The Anglican Home Mission Society is

looking for some special people to help it
with an imaginative new project one
that could bring new hope to emotionally

deprived teenagers, many of whom are

currently homeless

Families or responsible single people

can be involved. Either way, they need to
be concerned and caring people

take

to their horme on

because the idea is that they would
a troubled teenage
basis

an indefinite from two ¢ r thre

months up to two years
During that period, the people would

be paid $85.00 a week to look after the

support fron

;0 be

teenager, Continuous
trained social workers would a
made available

Known as the “Family Plac nt
the new

similar project that operates very

Project venture is based on a
successfully in Kent, England. It is

1 practical, effectiv

seen as

low-cost solution to

a serious and soaring problem

We think it will be much more
effective and economical than its
alternatives e.8. setiing up costly
nstitvtions,” said a Home Mission Society
spokesm.an

Inviting interested families to contact
the Society, the spokesman added that
the venture was different in many
important ways from traditional fostering
schemes

The differences included the fact that
maintaining a H-I.num\hlp (where
possible) with the teenager’s natural
family was encouraged, and that all
parties involved signed an agreement that
clearly defined their roles and
responsibilities

The teenagers invelved all come from
situations of family breakdown. Some
have been in trouble with the law for
offences like shoplifting and stealing

They are, however, far from being
hardened juvenile offenders, and will
respond to consistent love and firm
guidance,” the spokesman said. “We do
urge people who could help in this way
1o contact us now. Their help could set a
troubled teenager on the path to
becoming a caring, responisible adult

Anyone who would like tc discuss the
prospect of sharing their home with a
troubled teenager is asked to contact
Pauline Shilton or Tory Nolan at Care
the social action branch of the
799 5222

Force
Home Mission Society, on
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Church Army plane blown up

port officials and workers removing the windscreen pieces, prior to impounding the
urch Army’s plane. Following the police inspection, the insurance investigators will
n commence their work. It looks as if it could be quite a while before the Church

Army have this means of transport available again
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Cornerstone Director in Sydney

Laurie Mcintosh will be in Sydney this
month at the invitation of the Anglican
Youth Department

Laurie is a graduate of Emmaus Bible
College; has worked with Wycliffe
Translators in Mexico; and is now the
inerstone Community

director ot (

His programme
27th April: Evening Seminar with
fers

voluntary/part-time youth leade

and potential leaders

for full-time

28th April: AM. Semina
youtt

workers and clergy

leaders and potential lead

I'heme; The Urgency of the Gospel
not paranoia

prioritie

PM. Cont

wing the morning

theme

Presentation of
Youth

QuUIppINg yOoung

29th April: Eveni

Diploma

night for Anglicar

Worker's Course

people for life

Inner City audio

It nner City Committee of the Diocese
iney recently launched a new Audic
Name is Legi the
{ by Michael Org )
y by Ted Harvey, Itis a
omething of the
the Inner (
h mar nr City
and i I \ I

ontent, The

felt that it did portray the

hich they experienced
( 1 keen that the
[ e realises that there
r rfktob
e A\ availabie for Churche

| be used by Inner City

Youth
7.30 p.m

30th April: Evening — Muster
rally, Ryde Civic Centre

Theme.

What is “Cornerstone”?

The Cornerstone Community is a live-in
(farm style) Christian training programme
situated at Bourke, NSW
that full rounding out of Christian

character that the early apostles urged on

Time is short

10 encourage

their followers

We intend that by the end of the term
you will have a good grasp of the Bible
and be equipped with sufficient skills for
The

|

courses are designed to be practical

a lifetime study of its contents

demanding both thought and

applic
merely

ation. It won't be a matter of
soaking up informat We are

the Word, said

meant to be doers of
lesus, not just hearers of it

ireas of study are in tian
basic iterature, concepts, evider
hist perspectives and strategie

visual launch

leputation More detai

work

in i ained from the City
Dire Rev. Geoff Huard 949
’ PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY

Owen Shelley and Robyn Atkinson at the launching of the book, “The Idea Mine”

THE IDEA MINE, a book by Robyn
Atkinson was launched in the Cowper
Room, St

25 March

Andrew’s House on Thursday

1982

Robyn, a field cificer with the Board of
Education, trains teachers for Sunday
School scripture classes and youth clubs
She is a school teacher with seven years
experience in young people’s work in the

church

THE IDEA MINE is designed to help
children’s workers gain knowledge and
practice in alternative story-telling
methods

Owen Shelley, well-known for his

many years’ work with children at
Scripture Union, launched the book

fe

Photo: Ramon Williams

said the Sunday School which had punch
and sparkle looked at its programme
critically and would put in extra effort to
THE IDEA MINE would
help teachers reach out and lift a Sunday
School from a rut and the mundane. He
encouraged teachers to make their
programme exciting even if they had only
10 children
not 10 but 12 and up to 20 children
coming to Sunday School. THE IDEA
MINE was a tool which would help
people chasing ideas

find fresh ideas

they would soon discover

The Anglican Information Office and
the Board of Education have combined to
publish the book

Itis expected to be the first of many
joint ventures.
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Word of life/
Moral Majority
confusion
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dynamic churches, He er
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her at the Youth Camps w

1 by Word of Life in N

is capacity that he is coming

) the more

Operatior

ntmare norror tra 1"
1 0 3 Those attend'ng are
varned that t should have trons

veart and stomach The Prospectus i
enlivened by photograp! ind sketches
reiated to the horror trai

The Sunday Telegraph first took

hat an
to Australia

naCamp that

satio ing Falwel

brin

d not be inve

included horror and violence. However

there een another attack, this tir
one of the better known pornographic
magazines
In a recent issue the ne publishec
reproduction of the Prospectus with

editonal com These included

kend of ghost

brochure clearly

beheading

rave robbing and

1€ Moral Majority

xual freedon

humanism, hon

pornography etc., so threatening

fe and “decency have no qu

ibout the most gruesome violence and

foul death. It seems to say something

ibout those who advocate sexual

ssion

s a criticism that is often levelled

sometimes with justification, at mora

groups: They are concerned about
pornography but show little concern for
violence

However, in this case, the criticism has
been rejected by Mr. Hillis, He explained
to the
been run betore and is very popular. He

2ecord that this particular Camp has

tate it the Horror Trail, wh

ncludes accident scenes, coffins etc. is al
At the end of it the kids watch a filny
y Dr. Charles Ryrie about how to handle

ntun

death as a Christian. This is just a few
hours in the whole weekend programme
which deals with life — challenging the

unsaved’’ kids with the Gospel

|
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Archbishop Donald Robinson arriving at St. Andrew’s Cathedral on Saturday, April 24th. In accordance with tradition the Archbishop
knocked three times on the door of the Cathedral (left). The door was opened and the Dean of Sydney, Very Rev. Lance Shilton,
welcomed the new Archbishop into his Cathedral Church (right). The Cathedr. | was packed for this Installation Service. Afterwards
there was a public welcome to the new Archbishop in Sydney Square at which community leaders, including the Governor of N.S.W.,

were present,

Falkland Island Christians

The Falkland Islands are in the news. Newspapers, Radio and Television give detailed
accounts of the preparation for battle. But what of the Church in the Falkland Islands.
To give our readers a better background for their prayers we reprint material on the
Anglican Church in the Falkland Islands from the Church of England Newspaper (from
the U.K.).

r of the island wuthorities could have misreac 15
hina ome indication that Britain wanted to
). Seventy per eir hands of the | d. [ 0Of
18 inders are ( 15 of British extraction, though borr
r own in Argentina (
n Port Stanley mir e

But the church has been something of |

in ecclesiastical ping-pong ball in recent | s iry for
years, with jurisdiction passing from | ¢
Canterbury to Argentina and back to | the e Re
Canterbury Harry Ba | 1 chapl cruited and

Until recently all Anglican work in the part-funded by the Intercontinenta
outhern half of South America, including | “‘ urch Society on behalf of the

rgentina and the Falkland Islands, came [ Archbishop of Canterbury. Mr. Bagnal
directly under the jurisdictic e | ), has been in the Falklands with his wife

| 9 and is the only Anglicar

Archhishop «

anterbury

in there. With a background in

Petition to Canterbury arketing and therefore able to talk
A at length about sheep, he is making quite
In 1974 jurisdiction was transferred to

: ) ere, by all accounts
the newly-formed Anglican South
American Council (CASA), and the Services broadcast
Falkland Island cluded in the |

for The t} that thav palaht ong The Cathedral in the capital Port St
dav come un b > has a congregation of only about 5(
séenied the g et services are broadcast to other islands and
: Bagnall spends much of his time visiting

of Argentina

with the Falkland Islands, the Rt Cyri boat or seaplane. No new % ne
Tucker (English barn), petitione ‘ "":”"'f”""”"' 1ce the
Archbishop of Canterbury to re-establis m‘mm- uur‘:.‘m»i».u:uu‘\muu,:w
direct jurisdiction ] f h ponsibilities at least. He was
| chaplain to the force of marines evacuatec
This was duly accomplished in 1977, but from the islands last weekend

due to an ecclesiastical

nix-up, Bishop

Tucker still found he was legally Bishop of

the Falkland Islands after he had retired

ind settled in Britair

ON OTHER PAGES

An analysis of the final ARCIC

His successor |
Richard Cutts, was designated Bishop only |

of Argentina and £ America

n South

Report. ..

Finally in 1978 Bishop Tucker was Page 4
relieved of his responsibility when the then Interview with
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Coggan | Inner City Director . . .
decided to appoint Bishop Cutts as his | Page 3
Commissary (representative) for the Intonview with
Falkland Islands Archbishop Robinson . . .

In the circumstances this was an ill Poge §

wdvised move, as the Argentivian

Photos: Ramon Williams

New Primate
elected

The Most Reverend John Basil Rowland
Grindrod, Archbishop of Brisbane, was
elected Primate of the Anglican Church of
Australia on Frid 16 182. He
icceeds the Most Revere Sir Marcu
Loane red at the end inuar

The cad ¢ in
Church of Australia. He is Preside 1
General Synod, President of Genera
Synod Standing Committee and, Ex
Officio, President of many national
General Synod activities

Traditionally Grindrod, 62, was
consecrated Bishop of Riverina at 5t
Andrew’s Cathedral on 24th August, 1966
In 1971 he became Bishop of

Rockhampton and was elected
Archbishop of Brisbane on 8th August
1980. He has served in England, where he
was ordained in 1952 and in Australia ir
the Dioceses of Brisbane, Rockhampton

Melbourne and R He was

ernna
Chairman of the Liturgical Commission
which produced an Australian Prayer
Book which is now approaching sales of
half a million
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