
Lord Coggan of Canterbury and 
Sissinghurst, former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, will give major addresses to 
Members of Parliament, lawyers and 
businessment during his ten days of 
ministry in Melbourne tinder the auspices 
of St. James' Old ( dt11,1,11 

The Incument of St. James, the Rev. 
Alan Nichols, who is also Executive 
Director of the mission of St. James & St. 
John, released details of the itinerary of 
Lord and Lady Coggan for their period in 
Melbourne from November 4 to 14. This 
follows Lord Coggan's delivery of the 
Oliver Beguin Lectures for the Bible 
Socieity of Australia. 
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Will Melbourne be next? CHURCH 
RECORD 

On Monday November 8, Lord Coggan 
will address Members of Parliament at a 
luncheon at the Parliament House of 
Victoria for the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Executive. This 
will be hosted by the Hon. Fred 
Grimwade, MLC President of the 
Legislative Council. 

On November 6, 9 and 10, Lord and 
Lady Coggan will be guests at dinners for 
leading city businessment and their wifes. 

On Wednesday November 10, the 
Chief Justice of Victoria, Sir John Young, 
will host a lunch for lawyers and judges at 
which Lord Coggan will speak. For many 
years he has been, as a Member of the 
House of Lords, involved in Christian 
contributions to debates on legislation. 

Lord Coggan will speak at four public 
functions. 

Mr. Nichols, explaining the basic 
purpose of the ministry of Lord and Lady 
Coggan, said: "The series of special 
events, luncheons and dinners have been 
designed to give Lord Coggan maximum 
opportunity of speaking with leaders of 
various aspects of Melbourne society 
about the fundamentals of the Christian 
Faith and the implications of Christian 
ethics for business, legislation and justice. 
At this time when there is much 
questioning of the ethics and values of 
community leaders, nothing could be 
more important or appropriate than a 
clear exposition of the fundamentals of 
the Gospel and its implications for 
integrity, truth and responsible 
leadership. I hope that Christians 
throughout the City of Melbourne will be 
praying for effective opportunities of 
making this presentation to many 
community leaders." 

Cameron gives 

parliament 

compelling 

evidence of 

Christian 

quickening 
Leading for the Opposition of the 
Churches of Christ in the New South 
Wales Incorporation (Amendment) Bill, 
1982 recently, Mr. Cameron said that, 
regardless of what scoffers said to the 
contrary, Australia was on the threshold 
of a great Christian quickening. "At the 
moment, Christian renewal is least 
evident in Western-style countries like 
Australia and the countries of Europe; but 
comingethere and coming surely!' he 
said. 

"Already, it has evidenced itself 
dramatically locally among the 
Pentecostals — or Charismatics as they're 
sometimes called. As well, the mainline 
churches are beginning to gather impetus 
too. 

"In the Third World countries, renewal 
is spectacular. 

"Behind the Iron Curtain, it is positively 
exciting. 

"Throughout the world more than 1500 
new Christian churches are being opened 
every week. 

"Each fresh day rises on 70,000 new 
Christians. These are new Christians 
being won predominantly by conversion 
or by new awakening. 

"By contrast while Muslims are 
experiencing enormous natural growth 
attributable to biological increase they 
are enjoying little perceptible growth by 
conversion. 

"Everywhere in the Christian world, it is 
churches that are themselves 
conservative in doctrine; centrally 
focussed on Christ and his word without 
addition, with minimum accent n 
denominationalism, which are in the 
vanguard of dramatic expansion." 

Mr. Cameron said he used to believe 
that our media, who prided themselves 
on being so up-to-date, would not get 
round to recognising or reporting 
renewal until it was at least one or two 
decades old. 

There were now, however, some 
helpful signs to the contrary, he said. Mr. 
Cameron cited to Parliament extensive 
portions of the Sun Herald report of 
September 12, 1982 head "Religion Makes 
a Comeback". 

Primate calls 
for justice in 
housing 
I he Anglican Primate, Archbishop John 
Grindrod of Brisbane, has called for new 
initiatives from the Federal and State 
Governments to meet the housing needs 
of people. 

He made his called on a day observed 
as Social Justice Sunday in Anglican 
churches throughout Australia. 

Archbishop Grindrod said that access 
to good housing, for ownership or rental, 
is a basic human need and right. High 
interest rates, high rentals, and long 
waiting lists for Housing Commission 
homes, delay such access to many 
thousands of people for long periods and 
cause much suffering and hardship. 
Without Government intervention access 
to housing would be denied altogethef to 
people on low incomes. 

The Archbishop said the Government 
should take immediate steps to fill the 
gap in available housing. It should also 
consider the allocation of subsidies 
towards rent for people on income below 
the accepted poverty line, 

1983 AFES 
conference 

The 1983 National Conference of the 
Australian Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (AFES) will be held at the 
Convention site Mt. Tamborine, Southern 
Queensland, from 14-21 January 1983, 
costs students $73, graduates $83. The 
theme for the Conference is 'God's 
People — God's Purpose' with the 
campus, the nation, the world in view. 

Major speakers will be Rev. Robert 
Forsyth who will deliver a series of 
addresses explaining the vital message of 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. Dr. Michael 
Griffiths Principal of London Bible 
College and formerly General Director of 
the Overseas Missionary Fellowship will 
give six addresses devoted to mission and 
missions with particular emphasis on 
student opportunities and involvement in 
the study environment and further afield. 
Professor Brian Hill of Murdoch 
University in Perth is AFES President for 
1982 will not only deliver his presidential 
address but contribute three further talks, 
developing aspects of the Conference 
theme. 

In addition to a mid conference day's 
outing, there will be an elective series of 
small groups to consider particular 
aspects of campus witness and ministry 
and opportunities to reflect on the inputs 
from major sessions. 

Conference Director, John Sugars, 
states 'AFES Conference promotes a great 
opportunity for tertiary students to hear 
the Bible expounded by nationally and 
internationally know speakers; an 
opportunity not as readily available on 
their campuses or in their churches. 
Students are challenged to think through 
biblical issues and relate them to the 
tertiary situation providing a good 
grouding for later professsional 
discipleship. Conference provides a 
forum for discussion of issues in small 
group situations within a biblical context 
and in a atmosphere of supportive 
fellowship and Christian encouragement' 

Prof. B. V. Hill 

Tony McCarthy, AFES General Secretary, 
says 'National Conference has a 
significant place in the life of AFES as it 
provides an opportunity for students 
from all over Australia to learn what God 
is doing on over 100 Australian campuses 
to encourage and be encouraged by 
reporting witness on their own campus 
and learning of the challenges and 
blessings elsewhere. So often, 
Conference has been the means of giving 
further stimulus to groups and a 
significant catalyst in the formation of 
new groups. Many students have 
received significant challenges in their 
discipleship and redirection as wider 
horizons for ministry are opened up 
whether through the formal programme 
or more informally in small group 
discussion or private reflection. 

"I believe", said Archbishop Grindrod, 
"that unless there is speedy Government 
intervention to help solve the housing 
crisis, thousands of Australian individuals 
and families would suffer permanent 
deprivation." 

The Archbishop also called on 
Christian people who own property they 
do not personally need or use, or who 
are landlords, to consider as a matter of 
priority the housing needs of people 
without housing. 

"Homosexuals win rights in State schools 
." read the heading of the Sydney 

Morning Herald (Oct. 16). The headline 
referred to a report of proposed changes 
to the Anti-Discrimination Act in N.S.W. 
I his follows the release in June of a 
Report by the Anti Discrimination Board 
on Homosexuality. Current moves to 
change the Act have caused alarm 
amongst Christians. They have also 
caused concern amongst a variety of 
community groups and organisations. 

The N.S.W. Premier, Mr. Wran, 
announced three major changes to the 
Anti-Discrimination Act which were 
approved by Cabinet Legislation arising 
from these changes will: 

• Make it illegal to discriminate on the 
grounds of homosexuality or intellectual 
impairment in public education, 
employment, accommodation, provision 
of goods and services and registered . 
clubs. 

• Make it an offence carrying a fine of 
$1,000 to lodge or publish discriminatory 
advertisements. 

• Double the limiton damages the 
Equal Opportunities Tribunal can award 
to $40,000, and integrate the Office of the 
Counsellor for Equal Opportunity with 
the Anti-Discrimination Board. 

The report in the S.M.H. highlighted the 
fact that non-Government Schools would 
be exempted from these changes. Many 
activists including representatives of the 
Teachers' Federation and the Council for 
Civil Liberties attacked this exemption as 
the major issue. They see no reason for 
the exemption. According to 
Government sources the major reason 
for the exemptions is that if they were not 
made it would prove "electorally 
unpopular". 

State Education 

The proposed changes were bitterly 
attacked by the Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Dowd. He was particularly concerned 
about its effect on the State Education 
system. He said, "Most parents of this 
State are forced to send their children to 
the local State school. 

"They have a right to have some say 
over the person who will be the greatest 
influence in their children's lives, outside 
the home. 

"Obviously there are male and female 
homosexuals now in the teaching 
profession as there are right throughout 
the Public Service and throughout 
society. 

"What parents of this State must be 
concerned about—and I am concerned 
about — are those homosexuals who 
would try to use their own ideas to 
attempt to influence the children under 
their care. 

"Most homosexuals don't force their 
ideas on others and that is why they have 
remained in the Public Service without 
being discriminated against 

"But the problems that will rise are with 
activists who push homosexuality as an 
alternative lifestyle. They try to convert 
people to their lifestyle and the parents of 
this State are entitled to have their 
children protected against that sort of 
person. 

The Church Record understands that 
Mr. Dowd's concern has been echoed by 
many educators. At a time when non-
government schools are expanding 
rapdily and when confidence in the State 
school system is rapidly declining they 
see this as yet another reason why 
parents will choose to send their children 
to private schools. Most parents will not 
want to run the risk of having their 
children taught by militant homosexuals. 
We know of at least one P. & C. which, at 
the request of the headmaster, has  

already discussed this matter and sent 
strongly worded letter to their local 
member condemning the current plans 
to change the Act We expect that, as they 
meet, others will do the same. 

General Comments 

Mr. Dowd went on to say: 

"The other changes to the Act are as 
cosmetic as the Act itself. 

"The Governn ent has gone mad with 
these measures b interfering with 
people's right of c -mice 

"The changes make a mockery of 
existing laws. On one hand, it is a criminal 
offence in N.SW. for males to practice 
homosexuality. 

"On the other, it is an offence to 
discriminate against persons who 
practice this illegal activity. 

"This Government has not, even after 
three attempts, been able to change the 
law on homosexuality as is stated in their 
policy. 

"Employment relationships, teacher/ 
pupil and accommodation relationships 
are all very close personal relationships 
and people ought to be able to exercise 
freedom of choice in the type of person 
they associate with." 

Another opposition MR, Mr. Jim 
Cameron, said in a Press Release: 

"Already before State Parliament is the 
Education Commission (Amendment) 
Bill, 1982, which proposes absolute 
preference in employment to aboriginal 
teachers over any other equally qualified 
persons on the waiting list. Now we have 
heard over the weekend that State 
Cabinet has approved of new 
amendments to the Anti-Discrimination 
Act aimed at making employers 
defenceless against homosexual 
intrusions into their workforce." 

Mr. Cameron called on the "orthodox 
community to stage an all-out rebellion" 
against this latest move by the 
government He called for a massive 
lobbying of members by "the straight" 
community. 

Synod 

The Sydney Synod dealt with this 
matter on its last night of meeting, A 
motion was passed stating: 

That the Synod calls on the members of 
State Parliament to reject those 
recommendations of the Anti-
Discrimination Board's Report on 
"Discrimination and Homosexuality", if 
and when it is tabled in Parliament which 
equate or promote homosexual activity as 
an acceptable and normal life style. 

The Synod totally rejects the notion that 
Homosexual acts are a normal variant of 
human sexuality and entitled to the same 
degree of social acceptability as 
heterosexuality. 
The recommendations designed to equate 
homosexual relationships with marriage 
relationships, in the opinion of the Synod, 
pose a serious threat to the family and 
especially to the young in the formative 
stage of their development. 

In addition, the Synod views the 
recommendations which propose the 
removal of the exemption of non-
government schools and private education 
authorities from the provisions of the Anti-
Discrimination Act as a threat to the 
integrity of Christian educational 
institutions and to the free exercise of 
religious convictions. Synod also opposes 
the application of the recommendations in 
the area of public education. 
Further, that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to each member of State 
Parliament 

The motion was moved by Rev. Bruce 
Ballantine-Jones. In his speech to Synod, 
cut short by reductions in time allowed 
for speeches, Mr. Ballantine stated, 
"Rarely has an issue come before the 

ottlinunily and the Synod that is so 
serious in its implications or so deserving 
of an unequivocal condemnation as the 
recommendations of the Anti-
Discrimination Board's Report on 
Homosexiialityr Claiming that 
sympathetic Government ministers had 
allowed people with a strong alignment 
with radical homosexual groups to have 
positions of influence within the A.D.B., 
he said that the report was, "biased ... 
slanted in favour of the radical 
homosexual movement and against 
conventionally accepted views of 
sexuality especially those based on 
Christian prinr 

He was commenting on an article in 
the Sydney Morning Herald on October 9 
reporting on the proposed development 
of the site by the building of a parish 
centre. The article focuses on the 
church's architectural magnificence: it 
was designed by Francis Greenway in 
1820 and is classified by the National 
Trust. It quotes the Trust's director as 
saying: "The setting of St Matthew's 
church and rectory is of such significance 
that no new building, however sensitive 
or sympathetic should be permitted to 
intrude, The open space around the two 
buildings has been maintained for 160 
years and there is no justification for 
intruding upon it now." 

"It was a highly emotive article based 
on information from a local pressure 
group. It has the effect of misleading 
readers because it highlights aspects of 
the church building which will be 
unaffected by the project. For example, 
the article quotes William Hardy-Wilson: 
"At St. Matthew's Windsor, Greenway 
seems to have caught the sunlight of the 
Hawkesbury Valley on his glowing 
westward wall." The proposed project is 
on the eastern side of the church. The 
article speaks of the church grounds as 
being the site for the centre whereas it is 
in fact the rectory grounds," said Mr, 
Abbott. 

"At no stage has the National Trust 
made a direct official approach to the 
church. The first I knew of the objection 
was through the papers. The local 
pressure group had sent the letter of 
complaint and subsequently asked me to 
discuss the question at their next 
meeting. The National Trust did not 
contact me, but pressed the architect for 
plans which they put up in their offices 
with a petition they asked passers-by to 
sign. 

FIRST PUBLISHED 
IN 1880 

Mr. Ballantyne-Jones then highlighted 
several of the matters that most 
concerned him. The first was 
Recommendation 5:71 which states that: 
"In any future moves to reform criminal 
law relating to activity between males the 
N.S.W. Parliament adopt without 
modification the proposals put before 
the Parliament by Mr. George Peterson." 
Mr. Ballantine-Jones pointed out to 
Synod that those proposals have twice 
been defeated by Parliament "They 
would include repealing all criminal 
sanctions relating to adults, allow  • 
soliciting and legalise homosexual acts 
with minors," Mr. Ballantine-Jones added. 

The second recommendation he 
highlighted was 5:143(ij which 
recommends that the Commissioner of 
Police instruct his officers to cease 
surveillance of public toilets and other 
places frequented by homosexuals 
except on receipt of a substantial 
complaint Mr. Ballantine-tones said that 
this put at risk our freedom, privacy and 
safety. "A substantial complaint," he said, 
"means that if you are alone when an 
approach is made to you or your child 
the,police will not be permitted to act" 
He added, "What this recommendation is 
asking for is a licence to turn public 
toilets and other public places where 
homosexuals carry out their acts into a 
haven and a protected place for them." 

,  Continued Page 2 

"Their objections are at ideas we 
discussed informally with the Heritage 
Council. We were proceeding along their 
initially suggested lines which have since 
by consent been dropped. The Council 
has been constructive and sympathetic 
and we've been glad to co-operate with 
them. We have now engaged Ridley 
Smith as architect, as he has received 
awards for his sensitive designs matching 
new buildings with old; for example, St. 
Andrew's House behind the Cathedral. 
We are willing to co-operate to the limits 
of our ability and think we now have a 
more workableplan. 

"But we object to attempts at coercion 
for three reasons. Firstly because of the 
way in which the local group and the 
National Trust have registered their 
complaints. 

"Secondly because they are attempting 
to hinder the purposes for which the 
buildings were originally built 

-Thirdly, in 1960 people gave money 
towards the church's restoration. It seems 
that they now think that they should be 
consulted on any further development: 
that they have a veto power on issues 
affecting the current life of the church. It's 
like someone rescued from the surf being 
expected to lick the boots of his rescuer 
for the rest of his life — it makes the act 
not a gift but a bribe. , 

"We have a tumbledown hall in a 
separate location from the church and 
rectory. There has to be changes if the life 
of the congregation is going to function 
in a way that meets the needs of today's 
Christians. The church building through 
history has been adapted for current 
needs and I can't see why it now can't be 
done again tastefully," said Mr. Abbott 

Evangelist Bill Newman in the studios of "Video Image Produr lions" in Brisbane. 
The TV series "Bill Newman Speaks Out" was produced by this firm, and is now 
being shown on several channels around Australia. The lastest station to accept the 
programs is Channel 0, Brisbane, the first major city to do so. 

Photo: Ramon Williams 

Lord Coggan to speak to 
parliamentarians, lawyers and 
businessmen 
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HOMOSEXUAL VICTORY? 

"Don't hinder a church building's function" 
"We want to be able to use our church buildings for the purposes for which they were 
designed — that is, to preach the gospel. I object to attempts at coercion which will 
affect the ongoing religious work of the parish;' Mr. Len Abbott, rector of St. Matthew's 
Windsor, told Church Record. 

— AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, OCTOBER 18. 1982 , Moore College 
Libury 
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ED" imiTORIAL 

The Sexual Missionaries of the 

Anti-discrimination Board ... 

and the Cabinet 
As the ACR goes to press the N.S.W. State Government Cabinet and its A.L.P. Caucus 
are reported to be in the process of moving legislation which will grant 
homosexuals, amongst other things, rights in our State Schools. It will be illegal to 
refuse a teaching job to an active homosexual on the grounds of his or her sexual 
preference. 

Now there is no real surprise in these proposals, for they have been 
foreshadowed for some time. And especially, the governmental body, the Anti-
Discrimination Board which released its report, Discrimination and Homosexuality 
in. June, has vigorously argued a case for such legislation. The Report deserves close 
scrutiny. 

It is perhaps too easy to criticise this report as a hotchpotch — cant riding high on 
the back of civil rights, and no doubt others will take up its contents in detail, but 
for the present at least two basic methodological errors can be seen running 
through it. First, although quite rightly it demands that evidence advanced by those 
opposing homosexual practices meets certain standards of truthfulness and reality, 
it does not apply those same standards to its own evidence. Again and again the 
Report accepts uncritically any statement that advances the homosexual cause, 
whether that statement is true, has a foot in reality, or not. The Report is its own 
worst enemy in that regard. 

Second, much of the evidence advanced by the Report is not open to public 
verification because it consists of pseudonymous first hand accounts of a 
homosexual's own experiences and activities. The A-DB is aware of the problem, 
but in the end dismisses it by questioning the fairmindedness of those who would 
dare not to'trust such data. The ACR made an educated guess as to the possible 
identity of two of the Report's homosexual subjects in these accounts. On 
questioning some of the people associated with these reconstructed incidents the 
ACR received the following range of responses: "true", "but .. f', "not quite so", 
and "not the case at all". Further, the two accounts appear to have omitted, in a 
self-serving way, some relevant material. 

But for all that, the Report has done us a great service because it clearly shows 
that the Anti-Discrimination Board aims to actively promote the idea that 
homosexual practices are both moral and viable expressions of sexuality. And 
further, they are going to, by legislative force, teach our children the same. - 

The grounds for such a strong assertion are plain. Not only does the Report from 
beginning to end argue the case for the acceptability of homosexuality by the . 
prejudicial citing of the "against" evidence and uncritical acceptance of "for" 
evidence, but it also makes many explicit value-judgements for the moral status of 
homosexual practices. For example, "gays" are given credit points for being in the 
thinking vanguard of the inevitable radical changes that, the Report says, history will 
bring to the "traditional" family, and its stand on "inter-generational and inter-
sexual relationships". The Festival of Light, on the other hand, in defending the 
moral norms that the "traditional" family reflects, is sarcastically abused by the 
A-DB Report (section 3.74 & 75). 

But two other pieces of specific evidence make the aims of these government 
sponsored sexual missionaries plain. First, the Report advocates sex education that 
will actively encourage children to challenge "conventional" sexual morality and to 
explore and approve all forms of sexual expression, and, to that end, remove books 
from schools that "contain inaccurate, outdated, or judgemental material on 
homosexuality". Secondly, in a recent edition of a major Sydney newspaper, a 
member of the A-DB, over the Board's name, while denying the right of a certain 
Queensland doctor to publicly espouse her own private (and conventional) beliefs 
on sexual morality, unblushingly goes on to assert that any (consensual) sexual 
activity is moral with or without marriage! 

This stance by the Anti-Discrimination Board is perfectly logical. The crusading 
zeal with which these missionaries will bias evidence, enforce the standing of 
blatant and unacceptable sexual models before our children from primary to high 
school, deny the public expression of 'private' opinion, and, censor books, can only 
come near to being justified if what they are striving for is moral. What makes 
acceptable the draconian measure of outlawing racist literature is that racism is 
itself immoral, not just uncomfortable. It is the clear, but sadly, unstated aim of the 
A-DB to not just remove sometimes unnecessary restrictions on a homosexual's 
civil rights, or to make a plea for sympathetic toleration, but to actively promote 
and enforce the notion that homosexual practices between consenting parties are 
both moral and viable alternative expressions of sexuality. 

What of the Cabinet, the Caucus, and the Parliament? The current proposed 
legislation does not seek to enfold all the aims of the A-DB Report. But it does stand 
firmly within those aims, and cannot be divorced from them. On commonsense 
grounds, to try and do so would express either gross naivety, or, outright 
deception. Whatever may be the lobbying pressure on members of parliament, and 
the strengths of the case for a limited review of the civil rights of homosexuals, your 
consciences will by and large not assent to the immoral aims of these sexual 
missionaries. Please put your vote where your conscience is. If that is not enough, 
strengthen your backs with the knowledge that the public will inevitably continue 
to lose confidence in our public school system which already bears the brunt of 
this crusade. 

Finally, and this should be of comfort to all christians, the Report makes the 
mistake of thinking 'whatever is, is right'. Not so, morality is a given. Wherever 
people might be on a scale of lying from 0-6, "lying" 011 remains bad, and "telling 
the truth" good. The "givens" of morality are witnessed to by conscience, and 
plainly revealed in Holy Scripture. This Report, as does so much deliberately 
outrageously gay behaviour (like the "Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence"!), has clearly 
woven throughout it the theme "guilt ... guilt ... guilt". The good news for the 
gay community, and the A-DB, is that although this guilt will not be removed by 
forcing the populace to say "not guilty", it is removed, definitely and in a healing 

-way, by the forgiveness of sins and the re-direction of behaviour that comes from 
the gracious hand of Jesus Christ. Do you want forgiveness? 

Denis Wann 

New 
archdeacon 
appointed 
I he appointment of the Rev. Denis Wann 
as Archdeacon of Wollongong and 
Camden has been announced by the 
Archbishop of Sydney. 

Archbishop Donald Robinson said that 
the appointment, to take effect from 
October 1,19112, would be for two years 
and during that time Mr. Wann would 
combine his new duties with those as 
Rector of Albion Park. 

Mr. Wann is a graduate of Trinity 
College, Dublin, and was ordained in the 
Diocese of Down and Dromore in 1956. 
He served as a Bible Churchman's 
Misionary Society Missionary in the 
Docesse of Central Tanganyika for seven 
years and in the Diocese of Morogora 
Tanzania for seven years. He had 
considerable administrative experience in 
those years and become a Canon of 
Morogor Cathedral. He came to Australis 
as Rector of Port Kembla in 1973, and 
became Rector of Albion Park in 1978, 
and Rural Dean of Shoalhaven in 1979. 

Mr. Wann brings to his new position a 
reputation as a caring pastor. 

School 
appointment 
A new Sydney Anglican School, the 
Peninsular Anglican Boys' School, will 
begin next year. The school Council has 
just named the school's first Master-in-
Charge. He is Rev. Lloyd Bennett. 

Mr. Bennett is currently Chaplain at 
Trinity Grammar School, Summer Hill, 
and Co-ordinator of the R.E. Department 
of the School. Formerly Mr. Bennett has 
held positions with the Diocesan Youth 
Department and C.M.S. and has been 
Rector of Mulgoa and Avalon with Palm 
Beach. 

Continued from Page 1 

The third recommendation he 
highlighted was 7:25 which recommends 
that courses in sex education be 
introduced into Primary schools and that 
such courses include "balanced non-
judgmental information on lesbianism 
and male homosexuality". This means 
that "they want the right for homosexuals 
to promote their lifestyle among Primary 
school children and to r.hallenge 
conventional sex roles," Mr. Ballantine-
Jones continued. 

Mr. Ballantine-Jones referred to 
references to literature in school libraries., 
He pointed out to Synod that the 
suggestion that outdated and judgmental 
literature be withdrawn means that the 
Bible, which is not outdated but is 
certainly judgmental in this area, could 
be challenged as a legitimate book to 
have in a school library. He added that 
the Report recommended that books 
such as "Young, Gay and Proud" should 
be in school libararies. 

Mr. Ballantine-losses then moved on to 
the recommendations which attacked the 
family. He mentioned 8:18 which 
rectimrnends that in the N.S.W. Public 
Service Board handbook the terms 'wife', 
'widow', etc. be replaced by 'spouse' and 
'partner', the terms being defined to 
mean both homosexual and heterosexual 
de facto partners. He also mentioned 8:12 
which suggests that next of kin be 
extended to include lesbian or male 
homosexual partners, and 8:94(ii) which 
suggests that the Health Commission 
adopt a policy that whenever sexuality is 
discussed in health promotion material 
published by the Commission the 
context should treat lesbianism and 
homosexuality together with 
heterosexuality as part of the normal 
range of sexual experience. 

He spoke of the attempt of the Report 
to equate homosexual relationships with 
marriage and then attacked the 
suggestion that non-government schools 
should not be given exemption when 
changes to the Act occurred. He 
concluded by pointing out to Synod that 
time had prevented him from dealing 
with many of the other recommendations 
and called on Synod to pass the motion 
and so strengthen the position of those 
parliamentarians who are still 
sympathetic to a Christian position. 

Debate 
There was much debate and numerous 

amendments were moved. Some were 
finally incorporated in the motion before 
it was passed. One notable amendment 
from Rev. C. Harcourt-Norton would 
have added to the end of the motion the 
following words, "but Synod considers 
that homosexual acts between 
consenting adults should not be criminal 
offences punishable by imprisonment". 
This amendment was overwhelmingly 
defeated. 

The motion was passed by a very large 
majority. 

Action 
As we went to Press it was not clear 

what was to happen to the changes to the 
Anti-Discrimination Act. It is assumed 
that they will be brought before the 
Parliament quickly. There are many both 
within the Churches and within the State 
education system who will hope that the 
consciences of Government members 
will cause them to reject these changes 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
This story has been put together over 

the period of a week. We sought 
information from the Premier's 
Department and the Anti-Discrimination 
Board and later we sought comments 
from both Government and Opposition 
members. 
1. The Leader of the Opposition and his 

staff and other Liberal members were 
most helpful and gave us an excess of 
information. 

2, The Anti-Discrimination Board, despite 
knowing that we were going to be very 
critical of them, patiently answered all 
questions put to them and prevented 
us from including some assertions 
which would have been untrue. 

3. We are still waiting for a return call 
from all the ALP people and 
departments we contacted. In one 
instance we have now despite 
numerous calls, been waiting a week. 

A VISITOR 
FROM 
JERUSALEM 
The General Secretary of the Anglican 
Home Mission Society, the Rev. Allan 
Whitham, outlines the scope of the 
Society's work to a visiting dignitary, all 
the way from Jerusalem. The visitor was 
Assistant Bishop Samir Kafity of 
Jerusalem, with right of succession to the 
See in 1983. 

Accompanied by his wife Najat, Bishop 
Kafity was here at the Primate's invitation 
on a private visit. His purpose was to 
learn something of the workings of the 
Anglican Church in Australia. 

By means of a wall chart, maps, 
brochures and personal discussion, 
Bishop Kafity was given a 2-hour insight 
into what the HMS budget of $10 million 
in 1982 means in terms of church 
expansion and help given to the people 
of Sydney having special needs. 

AMERICAN EVANGELICALS 
In an attempt to get a better understanding of the evangelical scene in the United States, 
Church Record interviewed Dr. Norman Geisler during his recent Australian visit. This 
our third part of the interview. The previous two sections were in our last two issues. 

ACR: What about spiritual gifts and the 
Charismatic movement in the U.S.? 

GEISLER: The charismatic movement is 
very strong in the U.S. and is growing in 
terms of churches, missionary outreach 
and penetration into mainline 
denominations. It is strong in the Roman 
Catholic Church and most evangelicals in 
Lutheran, Episcopalians and Presbyterians 
have links with the charismatic 
movement. 

However there is now some 
moderation. There is less and less 
emphasis on the absolute necessity of 
tongues as a sign of higher spirituality. I 
see them reaching out to other groups 
and de-emphasising to some extent the 
doctrines that have kept them apart from 
other evangelicals. But there is still a great 
danger —their tremendous emphasis on 
experience has led them to a very weak 
view on the authority of scripture. We 
could find many in the major 
denominations who were strong on the 
inerrancy of Scripture but it was very 
difficult to find a charismatic. The reason 
is that their strong emphasis on 
experience causes their scholars, when 
they do their doctorates, to adopt a neo-
orthodox approach because this position 
has an existential background and it fits 
their position better. 
ACR: Australians generally don't 
understand why American evangelicals 
get so heated about the second coming 
and dispensationalism. 
GEISLER: In America, unlike England and 
other Commonwealth countries, most 
evangelicals are pre-millenialists. This is 
primarily a hermeneutical debate and 
most American evangelicals have taken a 
literal approach to hermeneutics. For 
example Revelation 20 talks about a first 
and second resurrection with a millenium 
which, if taken literally gives a pre-
millenial view. A great majority of pre-
millenialists are also dispensationalists. 
Dispensationalism was popularised by C. 
I. Schofield and the Schofield Bible and 
then later by the Bible Conference 
movements and the Plymouth Brethren. 

The dispensationalists have moderated 
their view so that for all practical 
purposes there is not a great deal of 
difference on all the central doctrines 
between evangelicals who hold a 
dispensationalist view and those who 
don't. Dispensationalists believe that the 
prophecies of the Old Testament will be 
literally fulfilled for Israel. They are 
therefore very pro-Israel. But this is no 
longer dividing denominations as it once 
did. 
ACR: There are some major issues for us 
which seem to be lesser issues amongst 
evangelicals in the U.S. What is 
happening in relation to the role of 
women in the Church? 
GEISLER: This is a very hot issue in the U.S. 
It was given its greatest impetus by Paul 
Jewel's book, Male and Female, but it has 
begun to abate a little. Fortunately, from 
my point of view, Jewet's position was 
weakened because he connected his 
book with one of the strongest denials of 
the inerrancy of Scripture ever accepted 
by evangelicals. What he said was that 
what the Apostle Paul affirmed about 
husbands as head of their wives was 
wrong! He said in that, that the Bible was 
not the Word of God. 

Because the women's liberation 
movement has been associated with left 
wing, radical people who have a weak 
view of inspiration people, it has tended 
to isolate itself. Along with this the Equal 
Rights Amendment was lost and that 
shows that most Americans are still not in 
favour of the women's lib. position. 

The place the line is being drawn is 
here—women have the spiritual gifts—
there are no sex symbols on the gifts — 
women's ministry — yes, this is simply 
exercising the gifts that the Holy Spirit has 
given them — women in authority — No. 
The line is being drawn on unlimited 
ministry but limited authority. This is 
because elders and bishops in the New 
Testament were clearly male, the order of 
creation was men first, and the nature of 
the Godhead is used as a ground for the 
headship of men. To alter those things 
would be to give up our whole 
hermeneutic — it would be a hopeless 
position.  

ACR: What is the main issue in the U.S. 
today amongst evangelical Christians? 

GEISLER: Jt's the topic of the lectures I'm 
delivering here the inroads humanism 
is making into our society and into the 
Church even, 

This is resulting in Christians who are 
concerned with the humanist takeover of 
education turning to private Christian 
schools to educate their children. Three 
iew schools a day are being started in 
the U.S. It is predicted that by 1990 51% of 
all primary and secondary education in 
the U.S. will be in private schools. 

ACR: We trust that your views will help 
our readers understand the situation in 
the U.S. and the issues which affect 
evangelicals there. 

ABM Board in financial dilemma 
Partners ask for 42% increase 
Anglican Churches in South-East Asia and 
the Pacific have asked the Australian 
Board of Missions for a forty-two per 
cent increase in their mission grants. On 
the other hand, Australian dioceses have 
offered ABM a six per cent increase on 
their 1982 objectives. 

This financial dilemma was faced by 
the Board of the Australian Board of 
Missions when it met in Sydney from 25th 
to 27th October. 

New requests for financial assistance 
include lay evangelist and pastoral care 
conferences in Sabah (East Malaysia), a 
lay training programme in Burma, a new 
Christian Training College for Aborigines 
in North Queensland, and theological 
education in Polynesia. 

The mother is the forgotten 
member of a desperate family 
in a poor country. She works 
hard. Often she sees her 
children die young. And dies 
young herself. 

World Vision International 
Clubs are women who care for 
their struggling sisters and 
their families, around the 
world. They try to understand 
more deeply the suffering of 
these people. 

They express their concern by supporting development projects. 
Also, handcrafts made by needy women are sold through the clubs. 
Money raised not only helps a project, it also helps the women who made 
them. 

There are over 120 clubs throughout Australia. Join a WVI Club today 
and enjoy the fun and friendship while working for a purpose. 

r  ======== MINIM 11111 111111 MB NM OM INN NI 

yle, g litoNig /cinklea  to  

grip  I would like more Illf01171,90011 

MrsiMiss/Ms 

Address 

Postcode  Phone 

POst this coupon (or nhone) 
WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL CLUBS 
GPO, BOX 399C, MELBOURNE, VIC. 3001  PHONE (03)699 8522 

1111111111111111111101111111M11111111111M11111111.2.1111111MNIIIIIIIMINIMILIIIIIIIII 
World Vision d a Mast., ortjanIzatm reaming out to aourono WOr1,1 

14,,tereC1011.,  World V1410,1 Ot nostraoa ontorPorateo Viclorril .1 Sr art Street swan Wanoordo Vir sa 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, NOVEMBER 1, 198 - 

ACR: How do American evangelicals 
contend with the increasing divorce rate? 
GEISLER: This continues to be a great 
problem in the evangelical church. The 
evangelical church in America is looking 
on divorce with greater and greater 
favour. Some of our great evangelical 
heroes are divorced and are still accepted 
in their ministry — for example Hal 
Lindsey and Keith Miller —and the 
number seems to grow daily. 

Divorce is occurring more and more 
often and it is being accepted more and 
more as normal in the U.S. And at the 
present time, although I hear voices in 
the wilderness, I can't say that there is a 
significant turnabout likely to occur. I 
certainly don't see a strong conservative 
movement saying that God hates divorce 
(as Malachi did). 

The world is squeezing us into its 
mould and divorce is becoming a 
Christian phenomenon just as it is a 
secular phenomenon. 

ACR: Has there been an attempt to come 
to grips with Matthew 19 and the whole 
position of remarrying divorcees or do 
American evangelicals just fit in with the 
norm of society? 
GEISLER: By and large we are 
pragmatically determined on that issue. 
Our interpretation of those passages 
seems to be dependent on the exigencies 
of the situation and I don't see anything 
but a vast disagreement of interpretation 
on the passage and the interpretation 
seems to follow party lines dictated by 
the particular experiences the people are 
going through. 

I hope evangelicals will start to come to 
the position where they say that there is 
no justification for divorce because God 
intended one man for one woman until 
death do us part. But it is not the 
unpardonable sin and should not, if their 
is proper repentance alienate such 
people from the grace of God and from 
the fellowship of the church, any more 
than any other sin does. 

Divorce is always unjustifiable but it is 
always forgiveable. 
ACR: What about evangelicals and social 
action? 
GEISLER: There has always been a 
separation because of tha 
fundamentalist/liberal controversy. The 
fundamentalists saw the liberals as being 
involved in social gospel and so they 
took all the social implications away from 
evangelism. However this has begun to 
change and there's been a low grade 
reversal on a practical level. On a 
doctrinal level I do not see that we've 
integrated what it means to have social 
involvement with a spiritual position. 

For example a few years ago I wrote an 
article showing how the social 
implications of the gospel are part of the 
gospel itself, I sent it to the two most 
respected evangelical magazines in the 
country and they both turned it down. 
They didn't think American evangelicals 
would want an article suggesting that 
social action was a part of the gospel. 

The reason for this problem is that we 
have a Platonic dualistic view of man. 
We've come to believe that the soul is 
more valuable than the body and so 
we've preached to save the soul and 

Part III of an 
interview 
with 
Dr, Norman Geisler 
neglected the Biblical wholistic view that 
the soul and body are united together. 
Until we get back to that we won't 
appreciate that Christ died for the 
physical as well as the spiritual aspects of 
man and so we won't fully appreciate the 
social aspects of the gospel — they'll 
always be secondary and separate 

A.B.M.'s Secretary for Education and 
Promotion, Mr. Daniel McDiarmid 
commented "While some churches in the 
Pacific and South East Asian region, such 
as the Church of Melanesia, are all now 
financially independent of Australia, 
other churches require massive financial 
assistance if their evangelistic 
programmes are to be continued or 
increased." 

"Most of the requests are concerned 
with training for evangelism" he said. 
"We can only hope that Australia's 
Anglican Christians are sufficiently 
concerned for the spread of the gospel in 
these areas, to increase their financial 
support for the missionary work of the 
church" 
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World Alliance suspends white 

South African churches 
WHAT A Wi I

I
• RLD 

(Ottawa, Canada) At its General Council 
in Ottawa Ontario (August 17-27), the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(WARC) decided by near unanimous vote 
to suspend the privileges of membership 
to the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk 
(NGK) and the Nederduitsch Hervormde 
Kerk (NHK) of South Africa because of 
their support of aprtheid. The action 
deprives the two churches of sending 
delegates to General Councils and 
holding membership in departmental 
committees and commissions. An earlier 
effort to expel the churches was replaced 
by the decision to suspend, an action 
which will continue in effect until the two 
churches give evidence of a change of 
heart The larger NGK has been a 
member of the Alliance since 1876 and 
belongs to no other ecumenical body 
except the Reformed Ecumenical Synod. 
This is the first time in the history of the 
Alliance that it has suspended a member. 

Both the NGK and the NHK not only 
support the South African policies of 
separate development (apartheid) but 
also (except for some racial integration in 
the NGK) practice segregation in worship, 
including Holy Communion. 

The WARC chose this resolute course 
as the most forceful condemnation of 
apartheid. The Alliance had earlier (1964, 
1970, and 1977) spoken out against 
apartheid and now felt that these earlier 
actions had produced no good effect. At 
this meeting in Ottawa the Alliance 
decided to distance itself from those who 
defend these policies. 

The resolution to suspend called 
separate development a pseudo-religious 
ideology that (1) is based on a 
fundamental irreconcilithility of human 
beings, thus rendering ineffective the 
reconciling and uniting power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; (2) has led to exclusive 
privileges for the whites at the expense of 
the blacks, and (3) has created a situation 
of injustice, oppression, and "suffering to 
millions". 

The strong rejection of apartheid and 
the action of the consensus resolution 
reached its sharpest focus in describing 
the situation as a status confessionis that  

is "an issue on which it is not possible to 
differ without seriously jeopardizing the 
integrity of our common confession as 
Reformed churches". The moral and 
theological justification of apartheid, the 
Council said, is "a travesty of the Gospel, 
and in its persistent disobedience to the 
Word of God, a theological heresy". 

The suspension will be lifted only 
when 

— black Christians are no longer 
excl uded from white church services, 
especially Holy Communion; 

— the two white Afrikaner churches give 
concrete support in word and deed to 
those who suffer under apartheid; 

— the churches' synods reject apartheid 
and commit the churches to 
dismantling the system. 

The discussion on apartheid 
dominated the Council from the 
beginning until the next to the last day. 
Behind the action was a well-organized 
orchestration of anti-apartheid forces. 
These functioned in the preparatory 
materials, the opening Communion 
service, addresses in plenary, Bible 
studies, and the extensive discussions in 
the sections. At the opening Communion 
service, eleven black delegates from 
South Africa declared that because the 
blacks are not permitted by custom and 
church decision to partake of the Lord's 
Supper in the NGK and NHK, they could 
not participate with them in Ottawa. "To 
share communion with those who 
represent this disobedience to the 
Gospel would mean eating and drinking 
judgment upon ourselves," they said. To 
top it off, the nominating committee 
nominated as the new President of the 
Alliance, Dr. Allan Boesak, whose 
exposure in the Council was striking. He 
will replace Dr. James McCord who has 
served as President since 1977. The 
chairman of the nominating committee 
stated that what was needed was an 
action that would be understood as an 
unequivocal rejection of separate 
development. Others felt this last action 
had in it an element of overkill. In the 
section which spent most time on the  

issue, the resolution to suspend was 
taken by 72 to 2 and the action of the 
entire assembly was similar. 

The response of the delegates of the 
two suspended churches was to absent 
themselves from the final day's 
discussions. Prof. Johan Heyns (NGK) 
who had pleaded that the assembly not 
close the door on them, and welcomed 
the assembly's criticism, said afterwards 
that the Alliance had yielded to radical 
forces in its ranks. "This is not a Christian 
approach but discrimination against a 
member church that is trying to apply the 
Gospel to its circumstances!' The 
delegates of the NHK intimated that they 
would propose that their church 
withdraw, but the four NGK delegates 
said they hoped their church would 
continue in the Alliance, although they 
doubted that their church would. 

In his acceptance speech at the end of 
the meeting, Dr. Boesak described the 
action to suspend as an historic and 
awesome step. As a minister of the Dutch 
*formed Mission Church, he hoped the 
two white churches would accept the 
action in the same spirit in which it was 
taken. "We refuse to let these churches 
go and we hope they will seriously 
reconsider their stand!' 

The responses of the NGK delegates to 
this tone of reconciliation gave hope that 
significant change may occur in their 
church when the NGK meets in General 
Synod in October 1982. 

(RES News) 

SYDNEY 
FAMILY GO TO 
EAST AFRICA 
A .35 year old Sydney accountant with 
African experience has gone with his wife 
and their two young children to Nairobi 
in Kenya to be financial administrator for 
African Enterprise in East Africa. 

He is Mr. Ken Horsley, who grew up in 
Mosman and in recent years, has been 
associated with the Anglican parish of St. 
Peter's, Cook's River. 

Mr. Horsley has been senior accountant 
in the office of the Amoco Oil Company 
in North Sydney since March, 1978, and 
both he and his wife were attracted by 
the opportunity to return to Africa, which 
they had come to know so well. And they 
were not unduly perturbed by the news 
of the attempted coup in Kenya that 
surprised the world a few days before 
they left for Nairobi, early in August. They 
were accompanied by their daughter, 
Hannah, aged four, and their son, Silas, 
aged two. Mr. Horsley's appointment is 
for three years. 

LEBANON 
The crisis in Lebanon has been well 
documented in news reports. Analyses of 
who was right and who was wrong and of 
the political implications of the Israeli 
attack can be found in most newspapers. 
But no amount of reporting can 
adequately cover the horror that is faced 
by those in Lebanon. However, we 
reprint parts of the report by Douglas 
Anderson, General Director of Middle 
East Christian Outreach, after a visit to  

Lebanon during the Israeli invasion. We 
do this because we believe it will give our 
readers a better insight into the situation 
in this strife-torn country. 

Tyre and Sidon 

Dulcie and I had travelled this road 
together just six months previously when 
we attended the Christmas celebrations 
at the Lebanese Evangelical school in Tyre 
but now the scene was horribly different. 
Large apartment buildings were ripped 
apart, shanty towns which had housed 
refugees from the earlier inter-communal 
fighting no longer existed except as 
flattened charred and mangled remains. 
All along the side of the road as we 
travelled to Sidon through small towns 
and villages were the burnt-out chassis of 
destroyed cars, trucks and buses caught 
up and passed over by the tide of war. 
White flags fluttered horn houses, road 
signs in Hebrew stood beside the familiar 
Arabic ones, large concentrations of 
Israel's military might were in camps at 
every strategic point and Israel's blue and 
white flag was flying. 

Sidon, as we approached it in the clear 
morning light, still looked picturesque 
beside the Mediterranean sea, until we 
came closer. It is a wounded city of 
gaping holes and ugly empty spaces. The 
Israeli soldiers were still rounding up 
young men for questioning and we saw 
them being taken away hand-cuffed to 
the interrogation centres and we 
wondered if they would end up along 
with thousands of their fellows in the 
concentration camps. We visited the 
relief team arranged by Youth With A 
Mission at the Evangelical Girls' school in 
Sidon. Our daughter Helen and Brenda 
de Smidt who travelled with us, are 
members of the team which was busy 
clearing away rubble from the destroyed 
Boys' school next door. They are 
permitted to do relief work and give out 
copies of the scriptures and so in this way, 
are one of the first groups into occupied 
south Lebanon to share, from a truly 
Christian stand, something of the love 
and concern felt for these people in 
need. 

Tyre presented another scene of 
destruction. 

The majority of the civilian population 
had fled before the worst attacks took 
place and so the death toll had been 
lighter but houses, offices, shops and 
schools had all suffered damage. We 
were encouraged to see the Evangelical 
church building on the waterfront with 
almost no damage but then we turned 
the corner and stopped in front of the 
wreckage of the house and caretakers' 
room of the Lebanese Evangelical school 
in TyreThis was an evangelical Christian 
school caring for 900 children where 
God's Word was faithfully taught and 
children and parents were loved for 
Christ's sake. Why had it been a target for 
bombing? "You were harbouring 50 
armed men” was the excuse given by the 
Israeli military governor now in charge of 
Tyre. "We were sheltering the evangelical 
pastor and his wife and four lady 
teachers," replied Mrs. Abboud the 
school principal, but the wreckage 
remains. The school house is destroyed 
beyond repair as is the caretaker's room 
and entrance, the school building has 
suffered some serious structural damage 
to classroom columns, beams and 
cantilevers, walls have been blown out, 
windows and doors including the frames 
have disappeared but the main school 
building is already being repaired and the 
piles of rubble cleared away. Mr. and Mrs. 
Abboud are there among the charred 
section directing operations. Both are in 
their seventies. Working with them were 
Kamal and Najwa Khoury, teachers in the 
school. They showed us the remains of 
their home opposite the school. At 2.00 
am. one morning they were wakened by 
the sound of explosions. As they carried 
out their two young sons their home 
received direct hits. 

They staggered out, their night clothes 
torn and their home collapsing. Kamal's 
eighty year old mother was trapped 
inside and killed. Fire spread quickly 
through what remained of their home 
and they stood there in the night with 
nothing whatsoever left. As a Palestinian 
married to a Syrian, Kamal, whose 
Lebanese naturalization papers were 
burrit along with everything else, has no 
claim for compensation. What an 
amazing thing it was to see them working 
hard, uncomplaining, smiling and 
enthusiastic as they helped in the repairs 
of the school. Their attitude contrasted 
sharply with the bitterness that others are 
showing. 

Billy Graham in 
England —1984 

A Report on the planning for Billy 
Graham's Mission to England in 1984 by 
Nigel Sharp — reprinted from Church of 
England Newspaper, U.K. 
MISSION ENGLAND and the visit to this 
country, of Dr. Billy Graham in 1984, will 
undoubtedly provide some excellent 
source material for many books. Long 
before the Mission gets under way 
however, there is already a wealth of 
fascinating facts in the build-up to Dr. 
Graham's five-month-long Mission, 
which make interesting reading. 

Not only have four well known 
Christian personalities been seconded to 
work on the Mission for the best part of 
three years — now known affectionately 
as the "gang of four" — many Church 
leaders throughout the country are 
devoting up to half their time for this 
Mission and many more have resigned 
other positions to be involved in what is 
being described as the 'spiritual re-
awakening of England'. 

On top of this, in hard economic times, 
the Mission will be funded on a million-
pound shoestring. In the struggle to get 
the Mission off the ground the CEN, 
unwittingly perhaps, played a major part. 

Study group 

Since the mid-50's the Billy Graham 
organisation had been exploring the 
possibilities of a large scale mission in this 
country. At a meeting in the latter part of 
1975 it was agreed that although the 
American evangelist was still warmly 
thought of and much respected by the 
British people, somehow it wasn't right 
for Dr. Graham to hold any more 
crusades in the same way as the crusades 
of the fifties and sixties. A study group 
was then set up under John Stott and 
chaired mainly by the Bible Society's 
chief executive, Tom Houston. 

With the brief — How do you set 
about mass evangelism today? — a report 
entitled "Let my people grow" was 
produced and in the words of Mission 
England's National Director, Gavin Reid, 
"It was given the thumbs down!' Then a 
remarkable chain of events, over a four 
year period, led to Dr. Graham agreeing 
to a five month tour in 1984, which was 
finally settled and sealed in the early part 
of this year. 

The then Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Donald Coggan, presented his "Call 
to the Nation", the British Council of 
Churches were discussing some possible 
ideas and out of this mix came the 
Nationwide Initiative in Evangelism. 
While NIE was making a very valuable 
contribution, working on a country 
structure throughout the country, it soon 
became evident that, because of the 
theological mix, large scale evangelism 
would provide many difficulties. 

On November 17 in the CEN, Gavin 
Reid's article appeared, asking the 
question "Have we shut the door on 
Billy?" 

The article sparked off a letter to the 
Guardian newspaper saying "For heaven's 
sake keep Billy Graham out!" The 
newspaper received a colossal postbag 
on the subject and BBS's radio Sunday 
religious programme put Peter Mullen 
and Ian Barclay together arguing the 
merits of Billy Graham evangelising this 
country. They then asked the question to 
listeners "What do you think?" The 
response was one of the largest ever 
received by the programme and 
produced overwhelming support in 
favour of Dr. Graham's ministry. 

Interest revived 

I his brought about a revival of interest, 
on both sides of the Atlantic and 
meetings, discussions, correspondence 
culminated in Gavin Reid, senior 
evangelist with the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society, Eddie Gibbs, church growth 
specialist with the Bible Society and 
national Youth for Christ Director, Clive 
Calver, flying out to Nice in the south of 
France last year to talk with Dr. Graham 
who was on vacation with his wife. 

The talks were successful. If the British 
churches really wanted a crusade, then 
Dr. Graham was agreeable. 

Formidable team 
Joined by Brian Mills of Evangelical 

Alliance, Gavin Reid, Eddie Gibbs and 
Clive Calver visited the proposed four 
regions, north-east, north-west, south-
west and the midlands to find out their 
reactions. Soon, East Anglia made 
application to be included. Following 
successful meetings around these five 
regions, the Billy Graham organisation 
agreed to eight days being spent in each 
region, spread over a period of five 
months, starting in May 1984. 

The Billy Graham organisation then 
suggested that the four-strong team 
remained together on a permanent basis 
to head up the million-pound operation. 
The four agreed, funded by their 
respective employees or trusts. They have 
formed a formidable team preparing for a 
three year period of emphasis upon 
prayer, outreach and evangelism under 
the slogan of "Mission England is you and 
me as well as Billy Graham beginning 
now." As national director Gavin Reid 
commented, "None of us expected this. I 
was going back to parish work!' 

Each region will be autonomous. For 
the next two years they will be preparing 
in readiness for the evangelist's visit and 
the vast amount of counselling and 
integration needed to cope with new 
converts. 

A football ground will be used in each 
region for the actual crusade and 
although final agreements have not yet 
been signed it is proposed that for the 
Midlands the venue will be Aston Villa's 
ground, Villa Park. North East's site will be 
Roker Park, Sunderland. Goodison Park, 
Everton is wanted for the North West, 
Ashton Gate the home of Bristol City for 
the South West. East Anglia's venues will 
be split between Portman Road, Ipswich 
Town and Norwich City's, Carrow Road. 

Each region will fund their own 
operation and make a contribution 
towards the expenses of the national 
office, staff and costs. This money will be 
raised by way of local support and it is 
anticipated that the total cost will exceed 
one million pounds. As Gavin Reid 
remarked, "This is a shoestring budget 
fora mission of this magnitude." 

Two well known Christian agencies have 
joined forces to publish a new resource 
for families. The Joint Board of Christian 
Education and Scripture Union Australia 
are co-publishing Together with God an 
80 page book to help Christian families 
celebrate Christmas and the summer 
holiday season. 

The book has been specially designed 
for Australian and New Zealand families 
and may be unique in its southern 
hemisphere summer Christmas outlook. 

Reading for 
renewal 

There is a danger for Christians who, like 
myself, are avid readers. We are liable to 
be, very literally, armchair Christians, 
whose experience is obtained more from 
books than from the Book, more from 
reading than obeying and more second-
hand than first-hand. 

On the other hand, if we read little 
Christian literature, whether papers, 
magazines or books, and we confine our 
experience to the first-hand alone, we 
run the risk of being parochial and 
prejudiced through sheer ignorance of 
what the Lord is doing in other lives and 
other places. 

In general, however, those who are 
spiritually hungry will read. Ideally, good 
Christian books will penetrate our various 
defences and take powerful effect, just as 
good sermons will. Writing in "An 
Unfading Vision — The adventure of 
books" of his ministry as a publisher of 
Christian books, Edward England of 
Hodder & Stoughton stated: "I learned to 
publish only what fired my own mind 
and heart. If a book on prayer did not 
make me pray, if a book on hungry 
people did not make me give, if a volume 
on the Holy Spirit did not make me seek 
his blessing, I turned aside." I feel a 
similar responsibility as a reviewer. On 
the whole, I turn aside from books that 
mean less to me — I don't enjoy slating 
a book which may be a blessing to 
someone else—and only review and 
quote from those which I am most 
enthusiastic about. 

One area of reading which valuably 
enriches and broadens my experience, 
though not without its dangers, concerns 
the renewal movement "Renew Us by 
Your Spirit" by Tom Walker (Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1982, $4.95) is one such book. 
Walker's background is I.V.F. and 
evangelical Anglican, one with which I 
can identify. A great deal of what he 
writes is relevant to evangelical Anglicans 
in Australia. Theologically, he aligns with 
John Stott more than traditional 
pentecostalism in his understanding of 
the terms baptism/filling of the Spirit; but 
whatever the terminology, the testimony 
of renewal is impressive and undeniable. 

The danger is that in reading of the 
Holy Spirit's outpouring elsewhere, we 
become too impatient in our own 
situation. Yet that is a healthier situation, 
it seems to me, than smug complacency, 
or despair. Reading of renewal, we know 
it is real and does happen. The Holy Spirit 
is sovereign—we cannot demand that 

There's not a sign of snow or reindeers 
and even the advent candles have gum 
leaves around the base! 

The format is a smorgasbord of ideas 
for activities, readings, prayers, family talk 
topics and action notes. The framework is 
provided by ten 'weekly specials' which 
focus on Bible readings linked with the 
many churches. The activities flow from 
this structure. There is more than enough 
material for the period from late 
November to early February. Apart from  

the wind blow with power — but God 
does fill the longing individual, and 
whole churches too if enough barriers 
come down. 

Aboriginal Renewal 

It was thrilling to read in a recent issue 
of On Being (August) of the remarkable 
impact of renewal/revival/conversion, or 
call it what you will, amongst Aborigines 
in Western Australia. The article, by Peter 
Mickelburough, is headed "It's got the 
pub owner worried! Aboriginal 
Christianity sweeps the outback." 

He writes that in Wiluna, a formerly 
depressed and depressing town in the 
very centre of WA., there was a startling 
response to the mission led by a group of 
Aborigines from Warburton and other 
centres. As a result, "court appearances 
have dropped 90%, there have been few 
arrests and so the new gaol is hardly 
used. Police and hospital staff have little 
work; rubbish and litter have dramatically 
decreased ... the hotel is offering free 
beer with counter lunches to try and 
attract customers back .. !' 

Stories like these can be repeated 
about settlements all over outback 
Australia. Such is the power of the gospel. 
I have heard too that fringe-dwelling 
Aborigines in NSW centres — 
Condobolin and Griffith to name two —
are experiencing similar transformations. 
Mickelburough writes: "If a specific 
beginning to this movement carT6e 
pinpointed it is probably the time of 
renewal that took place amongst Elcho 
Islanders, off Arnhem Land, in 1979, when 
hundreds of Aborigines went forward to 
commit themselves to Christ at 
evangelistic meetings conducted by the 
Rev. Dan Armstrong." Ever since then it 
has been ministry by Aborigines to 
Aborigines. 

Whereas before they would drink and 
gamble the days and nights away, now 
they meet constantly to sing, pray, study 
the Bible and share testimonies. Children 
are being properly cared for; couples are 
getting legally married. The secular world 
may be cynical, puzzled or scornful, but 
they cannot ignore the changes. Most 
feel they will not last — let's pray that for 
the sake of a lost people, time will prove 
them wrong. 

But unless we white Australians can 
learn humbly from our black brothers 
and sisters, we will he the deprived ones. 

holiday, Advent and Christmas ideas, 
there are suggestions for New Year and 
the return to school and work. Even 
Australia Day rates some attention. 

The writer, Merril Corney, has specially 
considered the needs of families who 
have never before tried this kind of 
Christian focus in their homes. As well, 
families who are more experienced in this 
area will find a wealth of enriching and 
compelling new ideas. 

Christmas and Holidays — Australian Style 

Lesley Hicks 
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Tr°„(!) UNDERSTAND EACH THER 
Dr. Alan Craddock 

There are times when the predictable 
routines of life become interrupted by 
events which are hard to understand. Not 
only do we find it hard to find meaning 
in the midst of the crisis but we can 
become intensely discouraged as the 
events frustrate us in various ways. We 
gain a sense of being thwarted, of having 
our progress towards the goals we desire 
blocked by these unexpected 
circumstances. For a Christian there is the 
additional problem of having to rethink 
and re-examine the purposes and goals 
which God would have us pursue. 

As we are faced by these kinds of 
difficulties, or when we see others 
confronted by them, we can be unsure of 
how we should think and act. I believe 
that Paul provides a most appropriate 
model. It is clear that when Paul was 
writing to the Christians at Philippi he 
was facing at least two areas of possible 
discouragement. Furthermore, the 
recipients of his letter were living in a city 
which generally would have been very 
hostile to the early Christians and so they 
too had grounds for discouragement. 

Paul had to face up to what could have 
been seen as an interruption to his 
ministry. He had been imprisoned and 

could have retreated into himself 
obsessed with the question "why has 
God let this happen to me?" Not only 
that, but he also had to contend with the 
fact that some were preaching Christ for 
motives which had to do with envy, 
rivalry and selfish ambition. Whereas in 
the meantime, Paul was in chains! These 
men were free and trying to stir up 
trouble for Paul to question the plans and 
purposes of God. 

In the face of these crises Paul did not 
waver from his conviction that God was 
working out His purposes in His way. Paul 
shifted his perspective from himself and 
the effects that these events could have 
upon him, to what God was achieving in 
the situation. He recognised the 
advantage his imprisonment gave to the 
gospel: "What has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel ... it 
has become clear throughout the whole 
palace guard and to everyone else that I 
am in chains for Christ. Because of my 
chains most of the brothers in the Lord 
have been encouraged to speak the word 
of God more courageously and 
fearlessly." (Philippians 1:15-18a) 

Again, we can perceive the way in 
which Paul actively sought to gain a 

proper perspective on the events taking 
place. Events have their effects upon 
many persons and in many different 
ways. It is a mistake to react to difficult 
events by narrowing one's view, by 
retreating into oneself and by becoming 
solely concerned with the impact of the 
events upon one person. A better 
reaction is to broaden one's view, to 
maintain one's faith in what God is doing, 
and to look for effects which clarify the 
situation. 

We can learn one more thing from 
Paul. He W."%; prepared to share his 
perspective on his situation with other 
Christians facing difficult circumstances. 
His intention was to give guidance and 
encouragement to them in order to aid 
their search for meaning in the face of 
their persecution (Philippians 1:18b-30). 

What Paul did here is a natural 
development from his outward-looking 
perspective. He first looks to God for 
encouragement and then having gained 
peace and strength he continues to look 
beyond himself and helps those who 
struggle in the same fashion. 

The implications of this for us are clear: 
(1) When we are troubled by 
discouraging and frustrating 
circumstances we need to prayerfully 
seek a proper perspective on what is 
happening to us. This perspective needs 

to be the opposite e the common and 
unhelpful narrow view of what is 
happening to me and the effect it is 
having upon me. The broader perspective 
does not ignore this aspect, but goes 
beyond it and in so doing enables the 
sufferer to cope with his/her personal 
situation more effectively. 

12) When we gain insight into our 
situation we should share constructively 
and sensitively with others. As we rejoice 
and understand we can help others to 
gain insight as we teach and share from 
our experience. Thir is not merely an 
emotional sharing but something which 
includes the intellect as well. We believe 
and have faith in what God is doing, and 
so we feel comfort and peace in the 
midst of discomfort and turmoil. 

However, not all people can see what 
God is doing through them and their 
circumstances as clearly as Paul. Consider 
the case of Job. The heavenly dialogue 
between God and Satan was apparently 
never revealed to Job and so the exact 
purpose of his suffering could not be 
known by him. Such persons now have 
an added source of frustration — prayer, 
faith and well-meaning advisers do not 
appear to help at all! In the face of such 
extreme difficulty what can be done? This 
is a topic in its own right and I'll take up 
some of the issues in the next column. 

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING TO ME? 

HELP FROM PAUL 

Be in the Growth Area! 
Know your Bible! 

I-, Christmas Holidays,‘ 

Take the opportunity to enjoy a study from the Certificate In 
Theology Correspondence Course in the fourth term from 
December to February. 

Printed study notes are provided for each subject with a reading 
guide for those who wish to delve deeper. 
Studies include the Epistle to The ROMANS with notes prepared 
by Marcus Loane, The Gospel and Epistles of JOHN, OLD 
TESTAMENT III (Poets & Prophets). 

$9.00 Per Subject — $2.00 Per Exam 

External Studies, 
Moore Theological College 

I King Street, Newtown, N.S.W. 2042 (02) 51 2437 
Ring today for full details 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHER FOR HIGH SCHOOLS IN 
CAMDEN 

The Camden Churches Board of Christian Education is seeking a fully 
committed Christian teacher, who accepts the Bible as the inspired Word 
of God, to be Religious Education teacher for years 7 and 8 and Christian 
Counsellor in the two High Schools in Camden. 

The applicant should have the desire and skills necessary to impart 
Biblical truths to students; and also have some counselling ability. 
Salary negotiable. 
Interested persons are invited to apply in writing to:  Rv.  B. Waters, 
Secrtary, Camden Churches Board of Christian Education, Box 101 P.O. 
Camden, N.S.W. 2570. 

Please include details of qualifications and experience, together with 
appropriate referees 

RETIRED OR UNEMPLOYED 
ARE YOU A 

RETIRED OR UNEMPLOYED BUILDER OR 
TRADESMAN? 

A Chance to help unemployed Youth? 
If you are a builder, supervisor, tradesman or labourer, with time on your hands, we need your 
skills to help build our new Vocational Employment Training Scheme (V.E.T.C.) centre to train 
unemployed young people at Mt. Druitt. 
We've got the land and much of the building material, now we're looking for volunteers to give 
a smelt slice of their lives — say eight to ten weeks — so that unemployed youth can have 
the chance of employment. 
You'll be doing something really worthwhile — helping citizens of tomorrow develop their 
skills. 
It you would like to help the Mission build this vital community centre, please fill out the 
coupon below or write giving details of the skills you can offer. Send to: New V.ET.S. Centre, 
Sydney City Mission, 103 Bathurst Street, Sydney 2000. 

I would like to help the Sydney City Mission build the new Mt. Druitt Centre for unemployed 
young people. 

NAME   
ADDRESS   
  Postcode   
TELEPHONE   
SKILLS OFFERED   
FUNDS DONATED TO THE NEW MT. DRUITT CENTRE ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

ELVY'S 
established 1863 

205 Clarence Street, Sydney, 2000 

Specialists in the installation of 

CONN ORGANS 
UNIQUE ELECTRONIC PIPE MODELS 
Ring or Write Pat O'Malley 29 7222 

FOR INFORMATION — CITY OR COUNTRY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND HOMES 
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

TAKE NOTICE that an extraordinary general meeting of The Church of England Homes has 
been convened for 7.30 p.m. on the fourteenth day of December 1982 at Kingsdene Special 
School,  19 Gibbons Street, lblopea, at which a resolution will be submitted that the 
Constitution of The Church of England Homes he amended by altering the objects appearing 
in clauses 4(18, and 4(c) thereof by deleting therefrom the words "social welfare" where 
appearing in each case and substituting for those words in each case the word "charitable". 
Dated 14th October, 1982  D. W. Lewarne 

Honorary Secretary 

WOOD COFFILL 
FUNERALS 

Phones: 
Metropolitan (All Branches) SO 0396 

Katoomba 82 2411 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
K. J. Little 

19 Barden Street. 
Arncliffe 2205 

Phone: 599 7348 

BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS! 

Required tor Moore College Book Sale 

23-26 FEBRUARY, 1983 

All kinds of books appreciated 
Please leave with The Bursar at College 

Ph. 519 2328 

Pick-up can be arranged — please 
phone 524 3801, 524 7114 

Banner of Truth 
1 & 2 Thessalonians 
by Geoffrey B. Wilson. 1982. 128pp 
GBW is hardly the author of this 
commentary. He is more an editor. The 
book's subtitle is "A digest of Reformed 
Comment". It is a bonanza for preachers 
who want to give the impression they 
have read every "good" commentary on 
Paul's letters. Names are dropped with 
gay abandon, sometimes without even 
identifying what words or ideas are 
actually being quoted. By the time the 
reader has cruised through the 128 pages 
he feels he has got to know Calvin, 
Berkhof, Bruce, Findlay, Hendriksen, 
Morris, Trench Plummer etc. etc. 

Geoffrey B. (Bowerbird?) Wilson writes 
for new Christians. The commentary is 
certainly easily understandable. However 
whether new Christians would benefit 
from or appreciate the host of heavies 
that are spread before us is open to 
question. As is the use of the AV. 

1&2 Thessalonians 

GBW sets out the AV of each verse in 
bold type. He then discusses that verse 
phrase by phrase, again in bold type but 
this time from a different translation. 
Many translations (no GNB here) are 
used here including translation made by 
some of the great commentators of the 
past. 

I appreciated that GBW spent almost 
no time arguing back and forth about 
endless critical questions. 1 & 2 
Thessalonians are both written by Paul, 
they are written early in the piece to real 
people and are now part of God's 
revelation to us. Hence the main energy 
of this digest of reformed comment is 

Large selection of 
,logical Books, to-

General Litera-
I Cassette Lectures.  

Bookstalls and House 
I 'arty Accounts Arranged 

°tact Charles Mann (Manager) 
Telephone (02) 51 2225 

Look for the NEW Strop-trent her,. 
Queen Street 
MOORE COLLEGE, 
18 King Street, Newtown 2042 

ANNESLEY-WESTWOOD GUEST 
HOUSE 

11 Aitken Road, BOWFU)L 
Phone (048) 61 21 54 

Gracious old building, 6 acres park-
like ground close town, golf courses 
Moderate tariff. Special rates for 
groups_ 
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REMOVALS 
Small or Large 

STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS 
Reasonable and Reliable 

SMITH OWENS SERVICE 
9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH 

Phone: 84 6467 
A/H. I. Owens 48 1539 

Appeals 
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL 

(Deaconess Institution) 

EVERSLEIGH 
274 Addison Road, Petersham 

NERINGAM 
Neringsh Avenue, Wahroonga 

GREENWICH 
River Road, Greenwich 

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake 
specialised medical and nursing care of 
chronically ill patients of any age, 
nationality or religious faith. 
These hospitals are co-operating with 
certain general hospitals in the 
retraining of eligible patients to return to 
their normal environment (home, etc). 
Your help is urgently needed for our 
immediate and future needs, including 
the rehabilitation units at each hospital. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL 
IN YOUR WILL 

All donations over $2 are allowable 
deductions for income tax purposes. 
For further information phone or write to: 

Box 124, Post Office Petersham 
NSW. 2049 

Telephone: 560 3866 

DREWS REMOVALS 
Local, Country & Interstate 

G. & C. DREW 
PTY. LTD. 

(Established 1946) 
No connection in any way with firms of 

similar name. 
68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220 

Telephone: 50 8366 
After Hours: 605 3690 

FRANK AKF.HURST 
JEWELLERS 

The National Building 
Suite 1, 6th Floor 

250 Pitt St, Sydney 2000 
Specialist in high quality handcrafted 

jewellery 
Diamond and sapphire rings and all 

precious stones available a Jewellery 
redesigned and remade• Wedding ring.. 
• Jewellery and watch repairs • Insurance  

Valuations 

PHONE 264 6368 

1HE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, Edi-
torial and Business, First Floor, St. 
Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney 
2000. This is a National paper issued 
fortnightly on alternate Mondays. Subscrip-
tion is $16.00 per year, posted. 
Printed by J. Bell & Co. Pty. Ltd., 13 
McCauley Street, Alexandria, N.S.W. 2015. 

PIANO TUNING 
Homes * Churches * Halls 
All Areas * Special Rates 

Nick Croft 660 0787 

CLASSIFIEDS 
11.1.1,  lolf .0  „honest

to 264 8349 up to noon Pt days before data of publIcaron 
Charge is 54 .20 per column centimetre.  

I 

 

Interstate Services 
 

I 

COORPAR00-  Si Stephen s Brisbane. Cnr. Cavenish and 
Chatsworth Roads. Visitors welcome I 30 am and 9 am Holy 
Communion 7 pm Sunday at Seven Roster Rev Ken Baker.  

MELBOURNE: St Jude's Carlton. Near city centre. cat Lygon 
and Palmerston Streets. Sundays 10 a m Holy communion, 7 
Rm. Evening Worship. Minister, Peter Adam. Visilors wel-
come. 

For Sale 
HAMMONt) 1 Series organ gully reconthhe I Posh of,. 
over $1000 Ao9111.1III Chiffon. Cowry (q5'. 

Positions Vacant 

PART TIME or RESIDENT CARETAKER at the 
Crusader Union Lake Macquarie Campsite. 
Limited accommodation Is available if 
needed, with a negotiable part-time salary 
depending on duties to fit the Individual. 
This is an important task for a person 
interested in sharing his/her faith and would 
best suit a single person or an active retired 
couple. 
If you want details or know of someone who 
might, please contact Bruce Taylor (Property 
Manager) on 653 1676. 

Abbotsleigh requires for 1983 a 
Housemistress or married couple to 
be in charge of a boarding house. 
This is a challenging and rewarding 
position for someone who enjoys 
working with young people. 
Vacancies also exist for tertiary 
students as residents. Please apply 
to Headmistress — 48 1071. 

Accommodation 
BARNABA'S HOSTELS. Holiday houses available between 

December 8, 1982 and February 13, 1983 Close city. For 
details contact Warden, 76 Glebe Pt Rd.. 515130 2037. phone 
(02) OrlO 6762 

FREE AD 

II pie advertreernain is successful, the sOvelliser m fished r 
pee The Church Record 10 per cent of the value al the salt 
once, up toe maximum of 010 per advertisement.  

The service is known as FREE AD and runs on en honour 
system. The advertiser will be responsible for lorwardlno to 
The Church Record office whet is owing. 

AMPLIFIED-SPEAKER portable plug-In. suitable for use in 
small hall/classroom it with cassettes, etc. Cost $213 Sall as 
new van (D2) 59 0102 Also reel tape recorder $30 

ORGAN LOWFtEY U.S.A.. Two 44 Mote Manuals, 13 Base 
Pedals, full range 16 voices producing pipe organ sound—
suit small church er hall $075. Any trial. Phone 955170. 

THE FOUR CANDLES (The Secret of the Fourth Candle) by 
Patricia St. John. Copies wanted by Judy Heath, 356 3300 
(bus.) 463062 (home). 

WANTED second-hand Hymns of Faith word books. 
524 6112 

WANTED back rear concave lens (aewl. 5 cm die.) (site 
behind global or a gurney 35 won film strip projector. From 
an old dis-used machine or where to buy. (042) 43 3590. 

God Beyond Nature 
Robert E. D. Clark, Paternoster,112p 
£1.95 (UK), (Aus t) 
This paperback is a revision of Clark's 
apologetic work 'Creation' first published 
in 1946, but the material has been 
updated throughout It is an argument for 
theism directed especially towards the 
young agnositic. 

I tie Itrst two c hap(01, contain the 
argument for the existence of God as the 
intelligent, purposeful Creator. Use is 
made here of the 'big bang' theory of the 
origin of the universe and the argument 
from design in nature developed in the 
different branches of science. Clark has a 
good aquaintence with the technicial 
literature and the evidence used is 
scientif icially up to date. The author, a 
scientist himself, has a clear love for 
science and demands of the reader at 
least some scientific background to 
follow the argument. Clark is aware of 
possible criticisms of some Christians 
towards attempts to 'prove' the existence 
of God but notes that an apologetic 
proof of the existence of the Creator as 
the only plausible explanation of the 
scientific facts in insufficent to make us 
know and love God 'but can be a pointer 
that makes that love possible'. 

The main body of the book (chapters 
3-7) seeks to answer agnostic objections 
concerning the unknowability of God, 
the problem of evil and evolution. The 

[2/fig 
final chapter contains an appeal for 
decision against arguments for 
procrastination. There is a careful and 
thorough treatment of common agnostic 
arguments in these chapters, although at 
times the dfcussion seems to assume 
God's existence as a hidden premise. This 
is an indication of the author's 
commitment to the god revealed in the 
Bible but also simplified problems that 
are not so easy for Christians to answer. 

This book is a good, little apologetic 
tool, in an easy to read style. It could be 
given to agnostic friends who have some 
scientific awareness but also profitably 
read by Christians interested in the 
relationship of science to their faith. 

John L Bales 

Jesus — More Than a Prophet 
Edited by It. W. F. Wootton. Published by 
I.V.P. (price £1.25) Paperback 80 pages. 
This very readable book contains the 
testimony of 15 Muslims who became 
Christians. 

Some are young, some are old. They 
come from different countries and 
backgrounds. Their experiences differ but 
the end result is the same. 

I was impressed by the way each 
person wrote. Humility before God and a 
thankfulness to Him for His grace was 
very evident An appreciation of much of 
the Muslim way of life and discipline is 
recorded. The need for conversion and 
the blessings of forgiveness are 
emphasised by each writer. 

One could not but be impressed by the 
keenness of each convert to minister to 
their own (sometimes hostile) family and 
people. The value of loving Christian 
missionaries and the importance of the 
Bible was very clear. 

A final short statement of the Christian 
Faith makes this book a helpful tool in 
ministry. It would be helpful to those who 
are Muslims and to those who believe all 
religions are the same. 

For any Christian it serves as a reminder 
of the power of the gospel to change 
lives and so bears testimony to the 
graciousness of God. It also was a helpful 
reminder of the need to be loving, gentle 
and concerned for those seeking God. 
P. R. Brain 

spent making the meaning of the text 
crystal clear. 

My sympathies to any commentator 
who fails to get a mention. 

S. Miller 

MALAYSIA BANS INDONESIAN 
BIBLES 

The Malaysian government's ban on the 
importation of Indonesian Bibles has only 
served to increase interest in the book, 
ocean:ling to Dr. David Soesilo, Translation 
Advisor of the Indonesian Bible Society. 

The ban was enforced in February this year 
because the Govemment felt that the name 
Allah, which was used for God, was an 
exclusively Islamic name and that other 
expressions in the Bible were also Islamic anti 
should not appear in a Christian book. 

Wont your Church Group or 
any of its individual families 
to go somewhere different? 

e for Easter 19837? 
a for low priced holidays in December 

1982 or 19831? 
TRY the CRUSADER CONFERENCE 
CENTRE at Galatea Gorge, near 
Hornsby or our campsite on the Colo 
River Cod has provided these great 
locations. 
Extra special rates apply to disabled 
and disadvantaged groups. 
Ilbr information and bookings, phone 
Bruce 'Taylor on 6531876 any time. 

BOOKING SECRETARY 
Vision Valley, Arcadia, (a Christian Conference Centre near 
Hornsby) wishes to 'appoint a Booking Secretary. The centre 
operates 7 days a week providing residential accommodation of 
near motel standard for 152 persons, and picnic and recreation 
facilities for day visitors. 

The person to be appointed will be a committed Christian 
(evidenced by active involvement in a Christian church) and will 
receive on the job training, gradually taking increased responsibility 
for the promotion and securing of bookings for the centre. 

Other duties include conducting site inspections, deputation, 
producing kits and aids for hirers, establishing new contacts and 
the clerical work associated with the position. Some typing skills 
would be an advantage. Applicants should be 30 years and over. 
This position is full time and non-residential. Own transport is 
essential. 

Apply in writing to, or for further information contact: The Manager, 
Vision Valley, Vision Valley Rd., Arcadia 2159. Telephone (02) 
65,5 1515. 
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A new clothing store in BlacktOwn offers 
its customers two unusual benefits — big 
savings on the cost of family clothing, 
and the chance to help people in need —
all in the name of the Anglican Church. 

Called, the "Op Shop Bargain Bazaar', 
the new store was opened on 13th 
October at Shop 22, upper level, Seville's 
Arcade, Blacktown. It will be staffed by 
volunteers from Christ Church, 
Blacktown. Mr. John Dring, manager of 
the Opportunity Shop said the reason for 
the two unusual benefits was quite 
simple. 

"Firstly, the clothing we sell is mostly 
second hand — even though it looks 
brand new. That of course, means greatly 
reduced prices. Secondly, all proceeds 
from our sales go to the Home Mission 
Society's Welfare work, much of which 
happens right here in Blacktown in 
association with the local congregation at 
Christ Church, Blacktown." 

An observer at the last day of the recent 
Synod of the Diocese of Sydney would 
have come away with very little respect 
for the value of Synod. 

The day began late. A motion, passed 
without debate (or thought!) on the 
previous Thursday meant that Synod 
commenced three quarters of an hour 
late. Many Synod members arrived at 3.15 
p.m. and then had to wait until 4 p.m. 
when one of the first moves was to limit 
the time of speeches. As a result some 
important motions which had been on 
the business paper since the first day 
were not properly debated. 

The Synod passed a motion from Mr. 
Rollason calling on the Diocesan 
Ecumenical Affairs Committee and the 
Doctrine Commission to study and 
report on the W.C.C. "Baptism, Eucharist 
and Ministry" Report. They then, 
predictably, amended his motion of 
nuclear weapons. 

The debate on Homosexuality and the 
Anti Discrimination Board Report was 
lively and is reported elsewhere. 

An ordinance to allow the Clergy of the 
Diocese to dispense with wearing a 
surplice during Sunday services was mt 
put. It will be looked at by a legal 
committee and probably brought back 
next year. The discussion on this 
Ordinance was an indication of how 
divided the Diocese is on this matter, 
with the Ordinance seeking to make legal 
what is a growing trend among clergy 
and parishes in the diocese. 

As the night drew on, the Synod 
looked at a motion by Rev. Neil Flower 

"It's interesting to see the different 
attitudes developing in the community 
towards our Op Shop," said Mr. Dring. "It 
used to be that ordinary people would 
never buy from us, in case their friends 
thought they were down on their luck. 

"Now, however, lots of budget-
conscious families look to us for their 
clothing needs. Our clothing is of 
excellent quality, the prices are very low 
— and there's that extra dimension of 
knowing that your purchases are helping 
needy people. 

"We're very pleased that Op Shopping 
is now a socially acceptable thing to do." 

The new Blacktown Op Shop is 
carrying a wide range of clothing, 
including footwear and manchester, and 
even books. New stock is supplied daily 
from the Op Shops' central depot at 
Summer Hill. 

that would have frozen clergy stipends 
for twelve months. The motion was one 
which, in the present economic climate, 
would have met with applause from 
many in both Church and community. 
However, the most telling point made 
was that it was wrong for clergy to be 
singled out to make the sacrifice. This 
point was made by Mr. N. Cameron 
before he moved that, because any 
decision could be misinterpreted, the 
motion not be put. 

There were two motions left on the 
paper as time ran out. The first was a mild 
motion on the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer. Rev. John Bunyan spoke as Synod 
became more restless and began looking 
longingly at the doors. The motion was 
passed, probably because it was so mild 
that it really said nothing and because 
passing it would save Synod yet more 
Petitions and Motions on this matter in 
future years. 

But a motion which needed to be 
passed—on the implementation of the 
Report on "Religion in Education in 
N.S.W. Government Schools" — was 
referred through lack of time to Standing 
Committees. Synod thus lost a chance to 
make a valuable request to the Minister 
for Education — a letter from Standing 
Committee will be far less effective. 

It seems poor that after three dull days 
of sitting, when finally important and 
ontroversial matters come before Synod 

--- all of which had been on the business 
papers since the first day! — debate 
should be shortened and the motions 
dealt with in a way that many considered 
quite unsatisfactory. 

PERTH 

BUCHANAN, The Rev. Fred, has been 
appointed Rector of Nollamara and will be 
commissioned on Wednesday, 13 October at 8 
pm. 
DEAN, The Rev. Michael, has been appointed 
Anglican Chaplain at the Mont Park Psychiatric 
Hospital and Associated Hospitals in 
Melbourne. 

HISCOCK, The Rev. Donald, was welcomed to 
the Parish of Pinjarra on 17 September. 

HILL, The Rev Robin, has been appointed 
Rector of Armadale and will be commissioned 
on Friday, 15 October at 8 p.m. 

OGLE, The Rev. Walter, was commissioned as 
Rector of West Perth on 6 October at 5 p.m.  

WARNER, The Rev. John, at present Rector of 
Warrnambool in the Diocese of Ballarat has 
been appointed Rector of Christ Church, 
Claremont and will be commissioned on 
Wednesday, 10 November at 8 p.m. 

WEST, The Rev. Bernard, was commissioned on 
19 September as first Rector of the Parish of St. 
Nicolas, Carine/Duncraig. 

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY 
Rev. B. A. Jobbtns, Rector Holy Trinity 
Mowbray has accepted the position of Rector, 
St. Swithun's Pymble as from mid-January 1983. 

Rev. R. N. Wheeler will retire from St. Peter's 
Burwood East on 1st January, 1983. 

Rev. D. F. Wann, Albion Park has been made 
Archdeacon of Wollongong and Camden. 

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE 
Archdeacon I. Eley, at present Diocesan 
Archdeacon to be Rector of Merewether and 
Archdeacon of Newcastle from January 1983, 
Induction January 23. 
Rev. K. Dean-Jones, at present assistant priest 
in the parish of St Chad's Leicester, U.K., to be 
Rector of Gloucester from October 1, 1981 

The Rev. J. Hudson, at present assistant priest 
in the parish of Forster/Tuncurry (Wallamba) 
to be Rector of.Dungog from September 1. 

The Rev. D. Simpson, is to be the GFS Chaplian 
within the diocese. 

The Rev. C. Bled, at present assistant priest in 
the parish of Wallsend to be Rector of 
Aberdeen. Induction October 1, 7.30 p.m. 

The Rev. G. Browning, Rector of Singleton to 
be Archdeacon of the Upper Hunter. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 
Rev. G. Fryar has accepted appointment as 
Rector, St. Ambrose, North Mackay, North 
Queensland. 
Canon R. Philp was collated as Archdeacon on 
September 9. 
Rev. P. Gribble is now a Canon of St Paul's 
Cathedral. 

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE 

The Rev. M. Smith, Priest in Charge of St. 
Mark's, Maylands with St. Barnabas, Fide, has 
accepted the cure of souls of the Parish of 
Angaston and will be inducted at the end of 
January, 1983. 

The Rev. D. J. L. Richardson has tendered his 
resignation as Sub-Warden of St. Barnabas' 
College, Belair as from 13 December, 1982. He 
expects to be inducted as Rector of Christ 
Church, St Lucia (Diocese of Brisbane) on 14 
Dec-_,mber. 
The Rev. A. It. Cameron will be installed to the 
Marryat Honorary Canonry on 3 October, 
1982. Canon Cameron is Rector of Christ 
Church, North Adelaide. 

UT PE LPPLE 
MELBOURNE 

Appointments 

CHIN, Michael S. C. From Assistant Chaplain 
Missions to Seamen (Victoria) to Senior 
Chaplain Missions to Seamen (Victoria) as 
from 1st January, 1983. 
COGGINS, Stephen E. From incumbency S. 
Michael and All Angels' Mount Dandenong to 
the staff of St. John's Homes for Boys and Girl,' 
Canterbury, as from 1st October, 1982. 

DARGAVILLE, A. Douglas From Secretary of 
Victorian Council of Churches to Regional 
Field Officer (Western Region) within the 
Department of Christian Education as from 1st 
December, 1982. 

DEAN, Michael H. From the Diocese of Perth 
to Assistant Curate within the Department of 
Chaplaincies, Diocese of Melbourne. 

De BLANK, John from assistant curate at St. 
hide's Carlton to Priest-in-Charge (under the 
direction of the Regional Bishop) of the parish 
of Christ Church Newport with St. Luke's 
North Attona. Commissioning by Bishop D. 
Penman on Wednesday, 17th November J1 

8.00 p.m. 
McINTYRE, John C. From incumbmtcy 
.thomastown with Epping as from 7th 
February, 1983. To take up an appointment at 
Ridley College, Melbourne. 

PINNIGER, Jonathan From assistant curate 
Greensborough with Watsonia to incumbency 
S. Mark's Spotswood. Induction by Bishop D. 
Penman on Wednesday, 24th November at 
8.00 p.m. 

PORTER, Brian M. From the Diocese of 
Canberra/Goulburn to Chaplain at Ivanhoe 
Grammar School as from 1st January, 1983. 

TAYLOR, Geoffrey J. From the diocese of 
Bunbury, W.A. to the incumbency Christ 
Church, Essendon. Induction by Archbishop 
Dann on Thursday, 25th November, at 8.00 
p.m. 

WHITE, Peter I. From Priest-in-Charge St Linus' 
Merlynston to incumbency St Peter and St 
Andrew, Braybrook. Induction by Bishop D. 
Penman on Wednesday, 3rd November at 8.00 
p.m. 

DIOCESE OF BATHURST 

Rev. B. Walker was ordained Priest at St. John's 
Forbes on September 21, 

Rev. H. Smith was collated as Archdeacon of 
Camidge on 24th October. 

Very Rev. R. Appleby, Dean of Bathurst has 
been appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Newcastle. 
His consecration will be on 2nd February, 1983. 

Rev. R. Ellmore, Rector of Cumnock is to 
become Rector, West Wyalong from 
November. 
Rev. N. Kempson, Rector Holy Trinity Orange, 
has resigned his archdeaconary. 
Rev. M. Wearne has been appointed Minister-
in-charge, Brewarrina. 
Rev. R. Date, Macksville is to be Rector of 
Greet ell. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA 

Rev. R. Smith is Minister-in-charge of Balranald 
with Moulamein. 

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND 
Rev. It. Tressillian has been appointed to the 
Co-operating Churches of Cann River. 

Rev. G. Vines has accepted appointment to 
Nowa Nowa Lake Tyers. 
Rev. B. Cliff, Rector, Stratford has been 
appointed B.C.A. Representative for South 
Australia. 

the former Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Lord Coggan, is visiting Australia to 
deliver the ninth annual Olivier Beguin 
Memorial Lecture for the Bible Society. In 
a Press Conference in Sydney Lord 
Coggan spoke about the importance of 
the Bible in the Church. 

"From one point of view the whole 
history of the Christian Church can be 
seen as the history of translating and 
disseminating the Bible, which is the 
main tool of its mission to the world". 

"It is quite impossible", he said, "for 
the Church to do its work unless it has 
that tool in the language of the people, 
and in a form which they can easily 
grasp". 

"It is essential that the Church in 
Australia back to the hilt this work of 
making the Bible available to ordinary 
people. The translators, the Bible 
Societies are the handmaidens of the 
Church seeking to assist it in furthering its 
mission". 

Other Issues 

At the Press Conference he fielded 
questions on a wide range of issues. 
Reflecting on his Episcopacy he said, 
"There were the great services and great 
occasions to be sure, but my deepest 
satisfaction lay in my individual contacts 
with people. As Archbishop of 
Canterbury you are given endless 
opportunities for contact with 
individuals, from the Royal Family to the 
chap who sweeps the streets: all of them 
are precious to God ... every letter, every 
interview reveals behind it a human need. 
And in the heat of the day, I get great 
satisfaction from eye-ball to eye-ball with 
fellow human beings, people who at 
some point can be met by the Grace of 
God". 

Lord Coggan fielded questions ranging 
from Koo and Andrew to the Falklands 
War, Anglican/Roman Catholic relations, 
the Royal Family and the impact of 
modern biblical scholarship on our use of 
the Bible. 

"I am very wary", he said, on this last 
issue, "when people wish just to study 
the Bible with no helping aids. Some 
Christians cultivate fog and call it 
reverence. I have no sympathy for that. 
Christians ought to welcome every bit of 
light that modern scholarship can bring, 
after all, it is God the Holy Spirit who 
brings the light". 

Speaking about the decline of 
Christianity in the West, Lord Coggan 
said, "The rot of materialism has bitten 
very deeply into our society. The curse is 
that we think the verb "to have" is more 
important than the verb "to be.". 

At the same time, he reflected on the 
impact of the Industrial Revolution on 
mankind saying, "there are a whole 
concatenation of problems which arise 
when you uproot man from the soil and 
put him into high-rise buildings, old 
people and little children on the top and 
without a blade of grass in sight". 

New Translations 

When Lord Coggan was asked about 
new translations he said, "I would like to 
see a rest period as far as English 
translations are concerned. I have greatly 
welcomed new translations of the Bible, 
the same as I welcomed the revised 
Service Books. The message of the Bible 
is always relevant for all people at all 
times but the language in which it is 
expressed changes. I strongly welcome 
revised translations. But I think there is a 
danger that we will get too many. If I 
were bringing up a family today I would 
have them use one revised version. I 
would not want to muddle them with too 
many. 

The Lecture 

The Olivier Beguin Lecture has been 
delivered in a number of places around 
Australia. It has been favourably received. 

Distinguished Australian biblical 
scholar, Dr. Leon Morris, who delivered 
the Beguin Lecture in 1980, said that Lord 
Coggan's subject was profound and it 
should be an inspiration to many people. 
"He has given us a stimulating treatment 
of the basic unity between the teaching 
of Jesus and that of Paul;' said Dr. Morris. 

Printed copies of the Lecture are 
available from the Bible Society. 

Review 

A Church Record book reviewer has 
written: "It is a pleasure, given the rather 
strange beliefs of the present Archbishop 
of Canterbury, to hear such a clarion call 
for the truth of the Scriptures. 

Under the title "Christ's Second Eye" 
Lord Coggan chose to tackle the oft 
raised problem of Paul's teaching and its 
relationship to the teaching of Jesus. 
Often it is suggested that Paul has 
unnecessarily confused the clear, simple 
teaching of Jesus. Such a position, held 
by many, completely undermines the 
inspiration and authority of the Bible. 

Lord Coggan could not have been 
clearer in his assertion that Paul is a 
faithful interpreter of Jesus and that there 
is no conflict in the arguments of the two. 
He agrees in his conclusion with I. 
jeremies who wrote, "It was Paul's 
greatness that he understood the 
message of Jesus as no other New 
Testament writer did. He was a faithful , 
interpreter of Jesus." 

Lord Coggan's reasoned treatment of 
this issue and his obvious understanding 
of the deep underlying theological 
controversies are coupled with a 
presentation that is not too academic for 
ordinary readers. 

This little booklet would be a valuable 
addition to any library."  

The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Coggan at the press conference arranged for 
him, upon his arrival in Sydney. (I to r) Keith Ellem (Bible Society National Headquarters), 
Warwick Olson (Pilgrim International), and Lord Coggan  photo Ramon Williams 

Submission To M.P.'s On New Legislation 
the new Anti-Disc rimination Legislation proposed by the N.S.W. Government 
has brought about a number of responses from concerned individuals and 
groups. In an unusual move the Sydney Anglican Education Commission has 
prepared a submission which has been sent to every member of the N.S.W. 
Parliament. The document has been taken up and endorsed by a cross-section 
of people concerned with education. 

The document begins by stating that its 
focus is "that homosexuality should not 
be included as a category of "unlawful 
discrimination" in relation to any form of 
education (non-government or public 
schools), because of the unique 
characteristics of education itself. To do 
so would constitute active discrimination 
against parents and children." 

In seven careful reasoned pages the 
submission addresses itself only to the 
issue of the effects of this new legislation 
on education. As such it is most 
impressive, carefully avoiding much of 
the emotionalism of the usual debate on 
this subject 

State that homosexuality can never 
become "the lifestyle characteristic of the 
majority of the community" the 
submission claims that the use of the 
word "discriminatrion" in the Act is 
unfortunate. It really means Anti-
Prejudice. And no law can really be 
passed that can cope with this. So "some 
forms of discrimination against 
homosexuality are essential in education 
to avoid discrimination against parents 
and children." 

The submission sets out six unique 
features of education. The most 
important is the "Primacy of parental 
responsibility for the education of 
children." This gives rise to undeniable 
rights for parents. The other features are: 
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At the opening (left to right) Rev. Jim Thomson, Rector, Christ Church, Blacktown; 
Rev. Allan Whitham, General Secretary, H.M.S.; Mrs. P. Rollo, Op Shop Supervisor 
and Mr. John Dring, Manager, Opportunity Shops. 
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which parents are legally obliged to 
submit their children, 

— teachers are standing in loco 
parentis, 

— teachers exercise the greatest 
influence on children outside of the 
influence of the home, 

— children are in a transitional stage 
of growth and development, 

— there must be trust between 
parents and teachers. 

As a result of these features the 
submission suggests that it is wrong for 
the proposed laws to be introduced 
because they go against the requirements 
of both public and private education. 

The submisSion also points out that 
under our system there is limited choice 
open to parents, there is a policy which 
requires children to go to the "local 
school" if they choose to use public 
education. And for many there is no 
option of choosing a private school for 
reasons of geography or finance. 

The response to this submission has 
been so great that the Board of Education 
is planning to have it printed (it is 
currently in its second printing in 
duplicated form) to make it available to 
all clergy and to any interested people. 

At the time of going to print the Record 
is not aware of any response from 
Parliamentarians who have received the 
submission. 
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