Lord Mayor launches new

Telephone service to help youth

in crisis
B

TELEPHONE NFORMANON

%64 57!

¢ wz R

MISSIONBEAT
h—J

The Lord Mayor of Sydney, Alderman Douglas Sutherland (seated) takes the first call at
the Sydney City Mission’s official launching of its new Telephone Information and

Counselling Service “Startover”

This service is a joint project of the Sydney City Mission and Radio 2UW. Looking on is
Mr. lan Lane, General Manager of 2UW and Mrs. Merle Hurcomb, Associate Executive

Director of the Mission
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Zadok Centre releases

Scripture and Economics

ripture and Econor might be said to
be hike chalk and ches r Go
mon, but the latest Zadok (

booklet called Scripture a

ese two areas nterest

nd should be brought toge r
ributors are by no means of
the same mind but the booklet as a
sle provides helpful insight to how
» two bodies of th ght be

stood in light of ea

It is usetul reference for pe
interested ir hrist inciple
to contemporary is in e i
Chapter headings include “A Christian

View of Economic Order” by Kennett
zinga, "Wealth Poverty and the Bib

by David Seccombe a he Bible and

Contemporary Economics” by Andrew

Kirk. As well there is a large resource

biblic hy

The booklet has been produce

Zadok Christian Econ sts’ Group
Doug Hynd

Zadok Centre

which is co-ordinate

Publication Officer of the

Canberra. It is available from Zadok

Centre, 13 Edgar Street, Ainslie 2602 at
$4.20 p opy including postage
Like other Zadok Centre initiative
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of life

Il aspects ¢

and that Christians
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echnology
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ACR Ugandan Appeal

“The Australian Church Record” has ‘
opened an appeal to purchase X-ray |
equipment from Mego Hospital at |
Kampala in Uganda !
There is no X-ray equipment in the |
hospital which treats nearly 100,000 |
patents a year
The hospital surgeon (Dr. Christian De
Wind) said in a letter recently that people
with serious injuries such as gun shot
wounds could not be properly treated
without X-ray |
Our old machine broke down some
time ago,”’ Dr. De Wind said
We have received some money but it |
is not yet enough
However we need the machine so
urgently that we have acted in faith and
ordered it [
Dr. De
and trained in Britain |
England two vears ago by CMS i
|

Wind, who was born in Holland |
was sent from

Apart from the breakdown of X-ray
equipgent, fire last October caused
damage to the hospital estimated at
$150,000, putting work back

years

at least five
Mego Hospital began in 1897, with two
mud huts each containing six beds with a
smaller hut used as an operating theatre
The staff of 13 English missionaries had
Mombasa for

travelled by foot fron

month

Albert Cook, the first doctor, had ar |
$18 microscope and was able to |
jetermine that the large number of

women dying form anaemia suffered |
from hookworm

A year after the hospital was

established Cook started safari work on

what was the sixth bicycle imported to
Uganda

In 1900, he married one of the original
nursing staif, Katherine Timpson, and
they served another 34 years

The hospital was destroyed by fire in
1902 and nearly all the instruments were
lost

Three days later new plans were drawn
and in 1904, a hospital and laboratory
were built and are still standing.

As Mego became increasingly famou
patients included an Englishman who in
1910, walked from South Africa and a
German from Ethiopia

The first X-ray equipment was installed
in 1910, followed four years laterbya *
generating plant and an internal
telephone system. Ophtha'mic work
commenced at the same time

Cook “graduated” to a motor cycle in
1913 and four years later King George V
awarded the OBE to him and the MBE to
Mrs. Cook

Between 1918 and their retirement in
1934, Cook, who was knighted in 1932
supervised establishment of maternity
and nursing training schools, as well a
hospitals at other centres

Lady Cook died in 1938 and Sir Albert
in 1951

The 190-bed hospital has another 45
beds in three maternity centres

It treats nearly 9000 in-patients and

over 83,000 out-patients a year

Donations to “Mego Hospital X-ray
Appeal” may be forwarded to the Record
office and will be acknowledged in our

columns

“Unemploy-
ment and our
response”’ |

Anglican youth Ministries in the Diocese
of Sydney are trying to faise the
areness of Christians to the problems

of unemployment. They have released an
Education and Resource pack or

unemployment (reviewed on page 3 of

our last issue) and now they have
planned a series of seminars for leaders
youth workers and clergy

will be held on five

at five differ

The seminar

nt places, the

parate date

programme being the same at eact

venue. The sites chosen give a coverag

f the metropolitan area of Sydney |
Th anisers hope that the evening ;

will feature a close look at ‘

unemployment and at what the response |

of the church and its members might be

The seminars will be addressed by Rey
Allan Whitham, Mr, Whitham w

formerly Rector of Mr, Druitt and is

retary of the Anglican Home
't

ord that his expectation wa

General Se
Mission Socie
told the Re

two-fold, “We

|
|
now |
; |
in Sydney Diocese. He |

want to lift the awarenes

of Christians in parish situations of the

he problems and the pain that

they're causing,” he said

cope of

We also want

to bring this realisation and all the work

that has bee

n done down out of

stratosphere and earth in the life

of local congregations in t
He added, “It

witne

community fatally easy |

to pass off onto professional agencies
either voluntary or State; community

problen h a real community would |
want 1o s ] 1ns own inter 1

Mr. Whitham will be joined at the

eminars by led Cox (see the front ¢
|

f the last ACR) will be

followed by ample opportunity for

he addres

discussion of the issues raised

This is an important initiative and
organisers are hoping for a good
attendance. Details of dates and venues
can be obtained by phoning 269 0642 ext

The Australian Church Record
commends this series of seminars, We

organise a sixth seminar in Wollongong

|
|
|
hope the Anglican Youth Ministries will |
where the problem of unemployment is 1

taking on massive proportions

Dean on
alcohol

The Dean of Sydney, The Very Rev

Shilton has spoken out in favour of

Lance

andom breath testing and against

consumption of alcohol

Speaking in services at St Andrew
Cathedral the Dean said

Don't let the crocodile tears of the
clubs blind you to the facts

Drinking before driving at clubs and
pubs is proving to be a significant factor
in the road carnage

The big reduction in casualties since
the introduction of random breath
testing supports the view that some club
users have been doing the wrong thing
by the public for a long-time

The Government should resist a
pressure from the liquor industry to
modify the excellent and proved random
breath testing procedures

some jobs may be at stake but many
lives are being saved and long term
injuries reduced with a consequent cost
saving to the community

Many families will benefit by the
presence of parents in the home rather
than being separated from them at the
club

Nith the prospect of social changes for
the better in our community, Christians
hould pray that those with the
bility of decision-making will be

yy God to do what is best for all

commented further on hi

He

The Dean
radio broadcast on 2Ul aid

“Congratulations to the Governn t

for at last legislating to bring in random

breath testing in New South Wales

It pity this obvious means of
reducing maiming and death on tt
roads inflicted by irresponsible drinking

0 long

drivers has been delaye

I hope that the community education

programme will be intensified anc

the policy will keep up their pressure
with special attention to areas outside

pubs and clubs

America

Itis interesting to note that a Gallup
Poll in America has shown that in the
twelve months to August 1982 the
number of Americans who drink alcohol
has fallen from 70% of the population to

65
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Katoomba Youth Convention breaks all records

»

5 3 P

Over 2,300 young people packed out the | -

auditorium and :\':-r!h'm llm ilities, at the ‘ ’ - X
KATOOMBA YOUTH CONVENTION, held
over the Australia Day Weekend, January
29th-31st. This was the highest

attendance figure, for any convention
held at the Centre

Message by message, on the theme of [

THE HOLY SPIRIT”, teenagers, young
married couples, church groups, all had ‘
their heads down, following the study

booklet and the Bible ve
a sight to see a sea of thousands of heads

It was quite

bowed, following each point made by
peakers

the two
The speakers were the Rev. Phillip
Jensen, Rector of St. Mathias” Anglican
Church, Centennial Park, Sydney and the
Rev. David Cook, Minister of the Ashfield
Presbyterian Church, Sydney
Both are wuth

experienced y

al appli

nd spoke with practi
illustrations, which “brought the Bit

passages alive

Rev. David Cook praised the
community singing of the young people

and mentioned the wonderfu

atmosphere engendered with the

presentation of Bible passages, in song

This alone created a receptiveness, tc
what the Bible had to say, about the
power of the Holy Spirit in our daily

living, according to Mr. Cook [

Rev. Phillip Jensen told of after-session
meetings, where the young people
sought even greater depth and
understanding, of the passages presented

during the studies. “They really showed
an understanding of what was being .
y p

The two speakers, Rev. David Cook and Rev. Phillip Jensen against a background of some of the 2,300 young people who came along
to learn from the scriptures

some very searching
said Mr

taught and ask

yet practical, questions jensen

The young people themselves spoke of
Photo: Ramon Williams

never hearing “anything like this before

Some mentioned it was “nothing new

but had been forgotten. It was great to be

se conventions, according to

reminded again thr
Committes

Minister
discriminated
against

The Right to

member Graham Conway

English division
over
absolution

The appreciation and application of the
The

tudies was evidenced in many ways It is already evident that those

bookshop on the convention site attending are growing, marrying and now
onducted by the Christ

Crusade, reported a “phenomenal

Stock of some items had to be

st 24 hours

an Literature coming along as young families. Word

has spread and groups of young people

response are bringing their friends

rushed from Sydney, in the fir Some church groups had travelled ife Association (NSW) The various “house

Books on the Holy Spirit by Billy Grahar hundreds of miles to be present today condemned the transfer on 26th General Synod will make histo {
were very much in demand Newcastle, Riverina, Wollongong were January of Mr. Kevin Stewart from the nth when they meet separat

Helpful, practical, deeper life book only some of the many areas mentioned! Youth and Community Services Portfoli consider an item of liturgical busi
and even Christian record albums were They come from all denominations and as an example of blatant discrimination The five ¢tonstituent bodies a
L ought | are accommodated in anything fror by the Premier, Mr. Neville Wrar 1 House of Laity, and the Upper and Lowe

Nearby to the C.L.C. Bookshop, and the dormitory style, single rooms, caravans 2 Minister who had op . Houses of the Convocations of
creche for young toddlers, were two new tents, church halls and other camp having abortions on der Canterbury and York ust each vote
tents and displays. One was set up by the | entres “within driving distance Mr. Wran has really h motion “that the drafts A
Scripture Union and the other by the John Dykes spoke of the young people olours this time,” said Mrs. D. Brauer Form for the Reconciliatic t
Sydney Missionary and Bible Society oming “Not for froth and bubble, but Right to Life President, “anc is time Pr be approved for a period of use

John Dykes of the Katoomba for the deep teaching of the Scriptures Life Labor politicians stood up to hin commencing on june 1, 1983, and ending
Convention Committee, explained that They find they are getting the good stherwise their conscience vote will be n December 31, 1990
these two groups had a wide acceptance Already plans are underway for the npromised by Mr. Wran and his trenc Behind this dry and apparently
amongst evangelicals, as had many Easter Convention, when the speaker cohorts,” she added uninteresting phraseology there lie
similar groups. However, these two vill be the Rev. David Stewart, Princ ' frama and tension, as 1$ history
represented Bible Study programs; active the Bible College of New Zealand (and ¢ N he ncerned wa
nvolvement in outreach pro such | previous Youth Convention speaker); and ew . | dran frawn just before it wa
1s Beach Mission Teams; and training for )r. Barry Newman, a lecturer at the a Olntmer‘t due the Synod for its fina
were welcome new additions to the Ramon Williams for NSW standing Committee of the He )

Lanty alled Tor arel

Ihe messages were taped by the

copemenmecwncens - | Broederbond. - | Temperance R ki
‘.‘."‘\“"::‘:‘1\:“h“.":“}r/r’-i‘!r.(‘.lz‘u‘ ““":'.H " 5 tO 'OSe Alll nce "' : i, ‘L“ e

Street, Sydney 2000, telephone (02)

.
264 2046.) These tapes would also be anon mlt Provisior ippointed the Rev. Robert the laity’s actior as a feeling that the
suitable for use by Christian radio | John Bowden as its new Gener ervice asit stands now might prove
stations, as well as Church youth Secretary divisive
(Capetown, S« g Asked by the A
meetings General Svr f the (white) Dutch He was ordained pastor with the he service has certainly proved
Such a record attendance has alread Reformed Church (NGK) to re hit | Churches of Christ and served for three introversial because of the sentence
years with that church in Queensland. He absolve you,” which it contains and

tarted the organizers planning for ever secret character, the South Africar

i which has caused misgivir and

has also sery ith the Tribes

New
in the Philippines

increasing numbers Broederbond (Fraternity of brothers) has

opposition among Evangelicals

Mission for five vears

It was a stirring sight to see young

announced that it will surrender its i
people sitting on the roadway, on the | anonymity. An alleged champion of the | For the past five The leading opponent of this sentence
|

ground and along the bush.embankment
surrounding the main hall. However
something would have to be done if the

years he has lived in
government’s apartheid’s policy, this all New South Wales and has been activel Canon Colin Buchanan (Southwell), wil

| white fraternity counts many ministers involved with the Blacktown Baj make yet another attempt to have it
| and other influential figures in the NGK

bers His

(RES NE 12

Chure He is married with two childrer removed during the debate by the

| Convocation of York

among its mern work with the Alliance commencec |

numbers keep on increasing at the rate of

0%, as they have done over the past 7/82) | on january 17, 1983 | (Church Times)
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Dz2TORIAL

Cynicism and politics

Announcing his resignation recently, a Minister in the present Government
accused the media of being, among other things, cynical. But in the light®
of recent events it is hard not to be cynical. As Australia goes to the polls,
yet again, the prospects for the future seem far from bright

To begin with the Prime Minister has called an election early because he
claims that effective government is difficult when he does not have control
of the Senate (which we were always taught was a House of Review)
However, by calling a double dissolution, he has made it easier for the
smaller parties and independents to get in. Very few political pundits see
any possibility of a situation after March 5th in which either major party
holds a majority in the Senate. As a result, does that mean that the newly
elected government, whichever Party it is, will automatically be inefficient?

And then the Labor Party changed leaders. Almost everyone seems to
agree that Hawke has more chance of success than Hayden — but the
reason is a bit strange. It seems that Bill Hayden’s problem is that he is
honest; at least that’s what we keep reading. He is simply too nice to win
How can we help but be cynical when honesty is a political liability?

Up north, the Liberals have virtually dumped Senator Bonner. At the very
time when concern for our aborigines is becoming a major issue, and not
before time, the only aboriginal in our Federal Parliament is dropped to the
bottom of the ticket presumably because he was doing his job and

speaking out on some aboriginal affairs

There is also the attitude of the Unions that can only lead to cynicism
They have called off strikes so that they won't embarrass the Labor Party
We always understood that strikes were the ultimate weapon by which
workers gained what they believed to be a fair deal. If a strike is legitimate
then surely it is the ultimate in cynicism to put it off until after the election
particularly since most strikes are battles with employers not governments
Except of course in N.SW., where the railway unions are striking regardless
of the effect on the A.L.P. and their strike is a dispute directly with the
government which is not only an A.L.P. Government but is headed by the
National President of the Party

Further cynicism is caused by the growing move towards the
showmanship that marks American presidential elections. The campaign
centres very much on the leaders of each party. Yet our political system
does not give the Prime Minister anything like the role that the American
President has. As a result we get lots of information about the leaders but
at times it's difficult to even discover who the local candidate is. | will be

in my electorate and Mr. Hawke's sex

voting for a man to represent r
appeal, which has been a major headline grabber, does nothing to help me

make an informed decision about the local candidate

) the act. The Call to Australia Party
No. 6 position on their ticket is Mrs

And even Christians are getting int
has announced its N.SW. Senate tean
Elaine Nile. We recognise that filling the six positions is just a matter of
ontemplate being elected. But surely
go forward suggests that, if elected, she would serve

This despite the fact that her husband is committed to

expediency and that she does not «
to allow her name to
in Canberra
Parliament in Svdney. We cannot help but be a little cynical as a result

ves a husband and wife who are not

when our idea of “pro-family

separated for long periods of time doing separate jobs

Marct

ed a government that

Australia goes to the polls or yth with some very important issues

at stake. We will take a strong stand on the

implementation of an economic programme that will solve our present
prot above all else. Those trying to win our votes need to explain their
policies clearly and in concgete terms, Christians, who are committed to

supporting the elected government need to make an informed decision on

whe should receive their vote, It is a pity that we cannot help but be

cynical about the promises we hear
more seriously the Biblical

Perhaps, most importantly, we ought to take

to pray for oursel

injunction to pray for our leaders. And at the present
and other voters. And we ought to be urging more godly men and women
to take a greater interest in politics, from the local party branch up, so that

some of the causes of our present cynicism can be banished

MOORE THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE AS A CONFERENCE
CENTRE

YES

* We have our facilities available for your next conference or meeting

* We can provide you with a choice of rooms to seat up to 300 people

* We offer our top class catering service at reasonable prices, as well as a
variety of menus frorm which to choose

* We are close to the city and public transport, either bus or train

* Ring us for a free quote and you will be surprised to find our rates so
competitive

* Overhead projector, PA. system, etc. available

* A two and one bedroomed self-contained flat is available for library
\‘l"’\‘ Or researc 'l purposes
No alcohol alowed on the pre

Enquiries to: The Bursar, Moore Theological College,

1 King Street, Newtown 2042

Phone: (02) 519 2328
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Letters to the Edctor

Dear Sir,

Unemployment is certainly a serious
problem (ACR 24/1/83) and'as Christians we
should endeavour to think through this issue
carefully

However, Governments have failed to come
to grips with unemployment, in particular to
ensure that each family has at least one
income. The correlation between poverty and
unemployment is not given the attention it
deserves.

Recently Mr. Macphee, the Minister for
Labour, announced a job creation scheme for
the states. In order for the states to obtain
some of the $300 million scheme, they had to
agree 1o try and fill 50% of jobs created with
women. But how is this going to help ease
unemployment?

Mr. Macphee’s scheme ignores several
important factors, Firstly, the scheme ignores
its own premise of helping those who have
been the longest unemployed. On average,
men are unemployed for 15 months, wemen
for 10 months (over 45 years of age)

SecoAdly, there are almost four males on the
dole for each female, so how can giving 50% of
new jobs to women Le consistent with the
realities of the job market of the eighties? The
Minister has not done his homework

For instance, the Bureau of Statistics recently
issued the unemployment figures for
December. In seasonally adjusted terms,
64,700 lost their jobs in November and
December. Men made up 61,300 of this
number. (The News 27/1/83 p.4). Where is our
sense of social justice?

Lastly on a philosophical note, don’t we
believe that the husband is the basic provider
of the family? Surely each family should have
one income, instead of some families having
two or more, whilst others have none

There are not enough jobs for all males,
females and young people. What then are our
priorities going to be? Should women take
jobs away from male breadwinners and so
disadvantage the wives and children of these
men? Women may have the “right” to work
but surely not at the expense of other women
who choose to be full-time mothers and
homemakers and/or young teenagers seeking
to save for the future

The family is basic to society, individual

rights” are not necessarily, and governments
should look to the welfare of families rather
than take an individualistic stance which only
leads to the atomistic society. It is the destiny
of mankind to be familial

Alan Barron

Dear Sir

Your latest issue once more takes up the
issue of unemployment and asks again as did
your issue of August 23/82, what is the
Christian response to the unemployed?

The example of Christian Concern by men
like Ted Cox is most admirable, but does it

1 the real problem? One can argue that

1 if it does not Christians should be so

involved. Agreed, but should not Christians

also endeavour to get to the core of the

problem which must centre around the role of
producer and consumer. If the producer
through modern technology is eliminating
human labour, are we to accept this as a sin
against God, or a blessing from God?

Is God through the blessing of technology
giving us the opportunity to replace full
employment to produce the necessities of life,
with fuli creativity? To enjoy the necessities of
life when they are given as a free gift from God

eems 1o me the fulfilment of God's grace in

the economic field. Most Christians cannot
possibly conceive that God can bestow his
Grace in this field, so there is a rejection of the
promise, “Consider the lilies of the field, they
weave not neither do they spin,” and yet the
key to reconciling the horrors of
unemployment lie in the acceptance that God
15 bestowing upon us a unique gift

The key to accepting that gift lies in the
administration of the symbol of finance. This
ymbol can be used 1o give access or refuse
access. The control of the financial symbol is
in the hands of men who see it as a means of
controlling mankind. Under their policies the

centralisation of political and economic power

goes on apace destroying the Grace of God

and enslaving man to the power of

government. Those exercising such policies

fove money for the power it gives them, and
Paul’s statement 1o Timothy “the love of
maoney is the root of all evil” is tulfilled in
them

The unemployment problem will disappear
like the morning mist when God's g
economic field is accepted with thankfulness
through the distribution of financial income
outside of, and not dependent upon the work
ethic. We may then rel
bondage exercised by that greatest of evils and
replace full employment with full creativity

ace in the

e mankind from

Yours sincerely

Fdward Rock

Dear Sir,

Has the Anglican Social Responsibilities
Commission any Christian economists serving
on it

The statement released by the Chairman
(issue of January 24th) smacks of trendy, left
wing, WCC. sentiments, not scriptural
Christianity

Rather than calling for a return to honesty,
what about a call for a return to the 10
Commandments? And a call for a return to the
One, True God of the Bible? (2 Chr. 7:14)

The redistribution of wealth favoured by the
Commission is simply tired old sociaism. The
call for civil governments' intervention in
economics is also unscriptural socialism, For
the government to initiate job schemes may
mean simply an increase in public servants
(bureaucrats?) and more taxation! What
actually is the scriptural role of civil
government?

Unlike the Editor, | am on the dole (an
unemployed minister of religion). When |
advertised my services in the Church Record,
no concerned Christian saw fit to employ me
although | am led to believe there may be
vacant parishes and preaching opportunities in
the Anglican Church

All congratulations to the Church Record for
the fine article “Bridging the Gap in
Unemployment” but is it just a drop in the
bucket?

The much needed “social conscience of the
evangelicals” does not mean socialism!

Hoping you have the courage to print this
letter
(Rev.) Neil Baker
Editor — Westminster Bulletin

Dear Sir

Your readers will be saddened to hear of the
recent death of Mr. Victor Thomas, a frequent
contributor to “Letters to the Editor” (his last
letter appears on 24th January)

Mr. Thomas accomplished much in his life
He was a notable breeder of ALS. cattle,
responsible for the successful regeneration of
native bushland in the Carrington Falls area
and developed a magnificent garden of exotic
trees and shrubs at his home in Robertson,
N.SW. He played a significant role (in
association with the late Archdeacon
Goodwin, his brother-in-law) in the
establishment of St Luke’s Retirement Village.
Dapto. During his full life he constantly
witnessed to the Faith and was always ready to
speak to friend and stranger of the Things of
God

In recent years (as his many “Letters to the
Editor” show) he was greatly concerned for
the continued and living use of the Book of
Common Prayer, believing many lay people
were being unfairly and unnecessarily
deprived of its treasures. He continued Christ's
faithful soldier and servant until life’s end

Yours faithfully
L. D. Wheeler

Dear Sir

What ever happened to the Evangelical
Diocese of Sydney? The Archbishop of
Sydney, the Most Reverend Donald Robinson

rejoiced to watch the celebration in

Canterbury Cathedral, with all its reality and its
', during the Pope’s visit to England. His
Grace referred to the Roman Catholic
Cardinal’s representative at his Installation as
“a brotherly gesture”. Two letters in 1982 to
the Archbishop suggesting every Anglican
clergyman with his congregation yearly restate
the 39 Articles as an outward sign of loyalty to
Holy Scripture remain unanswered
Reformation Sunday went by with ne‘er a
whisper. The Dean, the Very Reverend Lance R
Shilton wrote in the Cathedral News, (August
October 1982), “The historic meeting of Pope
John Paul Il with the Archbishop of Canterbury
brought new hope of peace to a divided
world” The Dean joined the ecumenicals at St
Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral 100th
Anniversary and “received with others present
nce” (SMH. 20.9.82). From
the pulpit popery and sodomy are taboo. A
convener of AngGays representative in Sydney
Synod. An official photograph (AC.R Dec. 13)
show some members of Moore Theological
Faculty in pyjama tops. The College proposes
uniting with Romanists in the Sydney College
of Divinity. As | said, “what ever
happened

hope

a plenary indul

10th November is the 500th Anniversary of
Martin Luther’s Birthday. It is to be hoped that
clergymen true and faithiul to the Lord Jesus
Christ will raise their voices and speak out as
the Reformers did of old of our Protestant
Faith and Hentage

Dorothy Whitford

Working in the Inner City

During 1982, the Inner City Director of the Diocese of Sydney, the Rev. Geoff Huard,
travelled overseas to look at work in inner city areas in England, Europe and America.
He produced a report on his visit which he presented to Inner City clergy in Sydney. The

ACR is printing some sections of this report because we believe it is of wider

to the Church.

terest

Geoff began his report with comments on those places which he considered were

outstanding. He writes:

Some important issues

There are four issues that stood out for
me and | want to mention these because
| was impressed with the way they were
being grappled with,

First, there is the whole matter of
consultation that exists in different
countries, It concerns the way Christians
of different backgrounds having similar
burdens for the inner city and the issues
involved have come together to do some
hard thinking. In England there has come
together an Evangelical Coalition for
Urban Mission (ECUM.). Itis a
partnership of agencies committed to
urban concern -|’|l‘ |H').N| missionary
enterprise. It has issued a manifesto to
the church declaring its affirmation and
commitment, and I'd commend it very
warmly to you. It seeks to co-ordinate
joint action between Coalition partners
share and make known experience of
local situations and carry out research

The Church needs to be involved with
issues of justice and advocacy of the
poor.
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work, link up with the international
scene, support and encourage others
involved and foster a sense of communal

eaders and
|

solidarity, train ministers
church members more effectiy

publish relevant material, engage in
serious theological and biblical reflection
provide a comprehensive information
service and resource centre, address the
wider church and apply political pressure
on church and society. | saw two
examples of this, Firstly, EC.UM. was
considering a research proposal called
the City riots: an investigation of the
response of local Christian Fellowships. |
think the project is under way at present
(July, 1982). Secondly, EC.U.M. had
\\n'h-v\,ﬂ open letter to the Church
Commissioners, the major landholding
and financial body of the Church of

England, seeking clarification on their

investment policies and questioning

effect of their decision-making on the
poor. The Commissioners have replied
but I have not yet seen it. Interestingly
the effect of bringing r all thi
tale oncern | energ ai
possibility of establishing rba

d joint commitment in terms of
mission, personal discipline and
commitment. | understand that it would

embrace different denominations and
ot the

exist between those

vould g elationships that already
nvolved tt far. |
elt somewhat overawed by this kind of

commitment

Secondly, | was faced almost
everywhere with the church’s
commitment to justice and advocacy bf
the poor. It was different individual issues
in different places but it found expression
in almost every place | stopped. There
were job training programmes organised
for the young unemployed, public
services on Pentecost Sunday, called
Peace Pentecost’ in the United States
and the massive mobilisation of the
church to support the Disarmament
Session at the UN. There were the

campaigns to publicise the effects of new
sales tax legislation on the poor in
Atlanta, the public effort of the rioting
when the mass media sought simplistic
blame-laying, and the books written out
of the agony of inner city helplessness —
‘Weep for the City’ by Colin Bedford, and
Proverty, Revolution and the Church’ by
Mike Padget Wilkes. These issues were
clearly not an alternative option for some
to take up in Urban mission. They were
part of the package

A third matter being grappled with is
the church’s ministry to the homosexual
oy

' I 1
1
illll 3

LTS

Part 2

educational backgrounds. So the
students are Black, Hispanic, White,
Asian. They come from the suburbs as
well as the major city neighbourhoods,
they are Catholic, more than 50
protestant denominations, and even
some Jewish Rabbis — young and old
men and women, from all walks of life
They offer a variety of courses at different
levels covering Biblical material,
counsellor training, community analysis
and organisation, preaching and church
administration. The course is in English
and Spanish. It runs on Saturdays and

established. A positive move to reach their neighbours,

Following last year’s Diocesan Synod
motion by Ron Johnson and his personal
request to find out what others were
doing, | enquired in a number of places
about this difficult area of pastoral
concern that is not confined to inner city
ministry. It is clearly a difficult issue for
the church as a whole, for it is
widespread amongst the clergy. The
church’s official pastoring arms don't
appear to me to have become effective
anywhere that | was aware of. It is also a
problem for society as a whole. When we
visited the Ark in Amsterdam, Doug
Bouquist, a staff member, was away for
part of the time on a European Christian
Conference on ‘'Homosexuality and it
problems. Because of European
legislation outlawing all reference to
homosexuality as discriminatory, the
conference had to be held in secret for
fear that it would be boycotted by the
gay activist movement and banned

He
fine Christian ministry founded by Martir
Hallet. It was called True Freedom Trust. It

wever, in Liverpool | came across a

is an interdenominational teaching and
counselling ministry on homosexuality
and related problems for the church and
people seeking Christian counsel. Here |
a courageous ministry. Mr. Hallet seeks to
set up groups of those who need support
in different areas of the country as well as

dispel myths and encour * a better

understanding of the issues and

problems. His view briefly is that
homosexual tendencies are not sinful but
that Scripture condemns “the

homosexual act” rather than “the

homosexual”. Healing is possible and
should be understood in its widest
context of ‘wholeness of Christ’ | want to
commend this ministry to you and ask
that along with others we should find out
more, and not sweep it aside as
unfortunately some seem to do

Fourthly, I was anxious to discover how
others had grappled with training those
from ethnic non-academic backgrounds
for Christian ministry. New York
Theological Seminary was founded in
1900 as a mainline interdenominational
seminary for full-time ministers, Christian

educators, teachers of missionaries. But
in 1970, with declining finances and
intake, it redefined its purpose. President
George Webber explained that its
purpose now is to plﬂ\l(’(‘ training for

both part-time clergy and laity in the New

York area who come from diverse

Photo: Ramon Williams

weekday evenings beginning at 4 or

» p.m, Itis run along seminar and

workshop lines and equips those already
involved in ministry with developing their
gifts. | met the Dean of Hispanic

Concerns, Dr. Jose Carballo, who w

Peuto Rican pent

costal, He first migrate
to New York, as a boy with his father. On
return to Peuto Rico he became a
Christian and joined the Pentecostal
Church. When his family returned to
New York, he was caught up in ministry
in the Peuto Rican Pentecostal Churct
but became frustrated because of his lack
f education in general and theologica
education in particular. He started

attending a course at New York

Theological Seminary th.

t covered such

areas as Writing, Sociology, Psychology

\
Religion, Urban Affairs, Literature and

Education and progressed as a part-time

Ethnic barriers can be broken down. The Church has to train people from an Et

in Third World nations have been actively
persecuted for their faith and have
suffered. But | saw something in the
Western world that made an impact on
me. When economic recession hits a
nation, living standards fall sharply and
those less able to cushion against its
severity really suffer. Unemployment
savage cut backs in social and welfare
programmes, rising costs for food and
energy mean that pensioners have to
make a choice each week. Either they are
going to keep warm by using the one bar
electric fires and go without food, or they
are going to buy food and have a full
stomach but go without heat. All this
leads to a sense of depression and the

eling of hopelessness and
powerlessness. When schools are closed
housing repairs left unattended and
social workers go on strike for months on
end, then the local Christian community
is not exempt from feeling the pinch like
everyone else. Now the local Minister < an
opt out, he can move some members
of the congregation can withdraw from
this situation by moving away. But when
they choose to stay, they suffer, because
they belong to a community that is
helpless and at the bottom of the socia
ladder. It is this part of society that is
paying dearly in economic and social

terms during the depression. And | found
that as Christians reflected on this they
gained new insights into the life and
ministry of Jesus

I was told by one minister that he felt
that the church glossed too lightly ove

Christ’s sufferings before the cr and
had been unable to understand what wa
meant by sharing in the sufferir of
Christ. He'd seen in a new v st of

redemption, not just personal
redemption, but of the whole world

order. In New Cross, South London, a

local congregation was split tragica

er attitudes to the black

yuths of the neighbourhoc

wanted to make their church plant
available to them for youth premise

Others, mainly the elderly, deeply

| all that these voung

tood for, for they’d been the victims of

nuggings and burglaries the es. T
Issues facing society were polarised in the
local church fellowship. At great cost
God’s people are remaining there

great

Secondly, | saw the importance of

there is uffering for then ta

building Christian communities in
depressed and difficult areas of minist
verywhere, in Amsterdam, ir

Almost ¢

England and the United States, thos«

lly grappling with effective ministry

community. That

community gave them inner strength

sset with the

inspiration wk

wvhelming sense of hopelessness

N

background who can reach their own people. They understand the culture and language

already

student until he graduated with a liberal
arts degree. This kind of course geared t«
non-academic students ministering ir
store-front churches in ethnic

communities was clearly meeting a need

Lessons to Learn

Now | want to share with you finally

lessons that | learned both by way of

personal reflection and what | observe
directly

Firstly, | was struck in England in
particular with the suffering church, We
know that some Christians in totalitarian

regimes both behind the lron Curtain and

|
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A shoulder 1o cry

support wt
on and a senst jirection and vision a

they sought a way forward. Culture

shock, pressure on m

ending demands, spiritual
sense of depression could be dealt with
much better in an open committed
community of believers, Of course, the

setting up of these communities, be they

In organised local churches or in a para

yup, took time, careful spiritua

pastoring and oversight, but they
provided a real light in dark places and a

springboard for Christian mission

Continued page 4

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, FEBRUARY 21, 1983




Which School for Which Child?

The national teachers’ conference has
called upon parents to seek to make
available to all children the advantages
they desire for their own. The Australian
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship National
Conference theme was “Which School

Professor Brian Hill of Murdoch
University (WA) and Dr. Bill Andersen
covered issues in Australian education
under headings such as “A Christian View
of Education” and “Free, Compulsory
and Secular: a slogan revisited”

for Which Child?” Its intention was to
provide a Christian response to schooling |
in Australia. It was held in Wesley ‘
College, University of Sydney, 19-23 ‘
|

Dr. lan Mavor from Queensland led a
symposium “Conform or Transform: a
challenge to parents and teachers”. The
early history of education in NSW. was

January, 1983 and was attended by dealt with by John Shellard

teachers from every State and Territory
If at the end of the Conference those

who listened considered that the
intensive programme tended to afflict

representing a full spectrum of types of
schools

Lectures were given showing facets of them with indigestion they may take

state schools, Roman Catholic schools heart that its future distribution of

Parent Controlled, Community and \
Church schools and the special co
operative venture of Aberfoyle Park
School in South Australia. Dr. John
Steinle, Director General of the S.A
Department of Education, made a

materials will make a substantial
contribution to the “schools’ debate” for
a long time to come. Further, the
Conference itself at which there was a
most positive and co-operative spirit was
a witness to the fact that in a truly
valuable contribution | Christian atmosphere differences can be

Professor Edwin Judge gave three resolved and basic agreement reached

lectures dealing with education in the |
New Testament and in the early centuries

A list of principles agreed by the
Conference were recorded in the final

following plenary session

| MAKE A RESERVATION FOR

i YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY

(i) WITH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH
TRAVEL SERVICE

1. SEE THE BEST OF TASMANIA 28th March — 10 days
By air to Launceston then coach to Devonport, North West Coast, Somers
Queenstown, Gordon River Cruise, Hobart, Port Arthur, St. Helens, etc. All meals except
lunches. Fares from Melbourne $784.20; Sydney $808.40; Brisbane $993.60; Adelaide
$899.25

), VISIT THE LOVELY FLINDERS RANGES 16th April — 10 days
Travelling via Bendigo and Wedderburn to Mildura, then to Broken Hill, Wilpena Pound
Flinders Ranges, Port Augusta, Barossa Valley, Adelaide, Mount Gambier. All meals
except one lunch in Adelaide. Price from Melbourne — $623.00

3. SPECIAL TOUR TO SOUTH EAST ASIA 15th April 15 days
Visiting those places holding memosies of World War 2 the Infamous Kwal River
Bridge, the POW Cemetery and the Changi Chapel Anzac Day Commemoration is
at the Kranji War Memorial. Full American breakfasts included. Tour Leader: Rev. John
Eddy. From Sydney $1710

4. BEAUTIFUL NEW ZEALAND IN THE AUTUMN — 18 days 11th April
Both Islands — 2 meals per day. Visiting Christchurch, Tekapo, Mt. Cook, Oamaru
Dunedin, Gore, Milford Sound, Te Anau, Manapouri, Queenstown, Wanaka, Haast Pass
The Glaciers, Greymouth, Nelson, Picton, Wellington, Napier, Taupo, Waitomo, Rotorua,
Auckland, etc. Group Leader: Mrs. Eileen Russell. From Melbourne — $1280; Sydney
$1240; Brisbane $1273. Optional 4 day excursion to Bay of Islands supplement
$203.00

5. PAPUA NEW GUINEA — 14 days — 11th May with Rev. Alex Hilliard
Visiting Port Moresby, Lae, Goroka, Mt Hagen, Karawari, Sepik River, Wewak, elc
Prices from Melbourne or Sydney — $2415.00

6. LANDS OF THE BIBLE — 30th April — 32 days with M
Visiting Israel, Greece and Rome visiting sites associated
and modern. Includes Greek Island Cruise. Prices from Melbourr
$3780

7. INDIA 1983 — 17th May — 26 days with Rev. W. M. Constable
Madras, Trivandrum, Cochin, Bangalo Mysore, Bombay, Udaipur, Jaipur, Amber
Agra, Old and New Delhi, Srinagar and Calcutta. From Melbourne, Sydney or Brisbane
$3390.00.

8. U.S.A./CANADA — 21st May — 37 days with Rev. W. S. Pidgeon
Visiting Honolulu, the Canadian Rockies, Montreal, Niagara Falls, New York,
Washington, New Orleans, Grand Canyon, Los Angeles, Disneyland, San Francisco, etc
Price —— from Sydney $4838.00 or Melbourne $4903.00

9. GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE WITH ISRAEL AND GREECE — 4th June 67 days
Israel, Greece, England, Wales, Scotland, France, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Austria,
Bavaria, West Germany, ltaly, Luxembourg, Belgium, Holland, etc. Two meals per day
(except in London breakfast only). Good value from Melbourne or Sydney $5224.00

el, Zeehan

'

Lynette Wallin
th Christianity both ancient
e, Sydney or Brisbane

10. TOUR TO CAIRNS WITH ACT.S./TRANS OTWAY — 25th June — 26 days with Phemie
Hatton
Relaxing cruises to beautiful islands, visit Townsville, Cairns, innisfail, Mackay

Rockhampton, the Gold Coast. Coach all the way. Fares from Melbourne $1839.00
Sydney $1499.00, Brisbane $1099.00

11. NOR'WEST COASTER TOUR WITH ACT.S./AUSTRALIAN PACIFIC — 1st July 25
days
Perth, Darling Ranges, Geraldton, Carnarvon, Exmouth, Dampier, Karratha, Hamersley,
Tom Price, Port Hedland, Broome, Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Geike Gorge, Wyndham,
Kununurra, Ord River, Katherine, Darwin, ctc. Group Leader: Rev. & Mrs. W. M
Constable. Most meals and hotel/motel accommodation. From Melbourne $2622
Sydney $2608, Adelaide $2514, and Brisbane $2687. An air alternative also is
available. Concession for pensioners

12. GO CRUISING WITH ACT.S./SITMAR in beautiful TSS FAIRSTAR from SYDNEY.
22nd April 15 nights 6 ports from $930. 21st May 14 nights 6 ports from $855.00. 8th
July 16 nights 6 ports from $930.00. 2nd August 14 nights 7 ports from $1005.00. 11th
September 15 nights 5 ports from $990.00. 10th October 15 nights 6 ports from $975
17th November 14 nights 5§ ports from $910.00. Book early on these cruises

13. WEST AUSTRALIA AT WILDFLOWERTIME — 23rd September 16 days with Mr
Nelson Warden
Coach across the Nullarbor and around the south west to Esperance, Albany, elc
Cruise on the Blackwood River, and see the Spanish Dancing Horses at El Caballo
Return is by air and fares are from Melbourne $1143.00; Sydney $1284 .00, Adelaide
$1007.00; Brisbane $1355.00 and Hobart $1271.00

14. GRAND TOUR OF BRITAIN — 6th August — 37 days
Enjoy a leisurely lrip throughout England Scotland and Wales, visit Isle of Skye, Island
of lona and the Edinburgh Military Tattoo, explore villages and places not usually
included in tour itineraries. From Melbourne or Sydney $3730.00

1984 — 350th ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF OBERAMMERGAU

Australian Church Travel Service will be operating a number of tours that will include
attendance at these special presentations of the Oberammergau Passion Plays. They will
rover the whole series which run from mid May until mid September. The itineraries will vary
in duration and places visited — from 4 weeks to 9 weeks with additional time away for any
who Jesire it. All itineraries will include Oberammergau, with a selection of countries such
as U.S.A./Canada, Jordan, Israel, Egypt, Yugoslavia, Britain. Proposed itineraries together
with estimated prices are now available and will be forwarded upon request. As it is
anticipated that our Oberammergau programme will be very popular it is suggested that you
should make your enquiry as soon as possible
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“WORKING IN THE INNER CITY” continued

t

Thirdly, | observed that Christians meet
across the denominational barriers far
more easily than | sense we do in Sydney
| cannot speak of other Australian cities
Issues that united Christians in the United
States and England were seen as more
important than denominational
commitment. | went on a Peace Rally in
Detroit on Pentecost Sunday afternoon
and was surprised at the wide variety of
those present — Protestant, Catholic,
Orthodox and Jewish, In Washington,
members of all denominations used the
Potters House as a place of meeting and
exchange of ideas. Everywhere the cause
seemed more important than the
denominational background

Fourthly, | was impressed with the
Episcopal Church’s vision on mutual
support. The Diocese of New York
publishes each year a book describing
programmes and ministries that
individual churches wish to have
sponsored, After getting an approval
procedure, a Co-ordinator writes up all
the programmes giving details of the
project, cost and contact person and it is
published and distributed widely. Any
church or individual is then free to direct
their giving to wherever they wish. For
example, the parish of St. Anne’s Bronx
wants to run a community development

“There is a need for mutual support in rundown areas”, says Rev. Geoff Huard.
Photo: Ramon Williams

programme and are asking for $95,000
and itis described in three sentences. St
Andrew’s Bronx want $6,000 for a
summer day camp. And in Liverpool
England some careful thought has gone
into how this mutuality might be
practised. The Anglican Diocese has
looked at assessment quota adjustment
the setting up a centre of professional
kills and resources that can be tapped
and the straightforward twining of
parishes in mutual fellowship and
support

And finally perhaps | could share what
was to me one of the most daring visions
about to be implemented. Washington
Episcopal Diocese had just agreed to a
budget of $120,000 being made available
for three years for a clergy re-training
programme, Urban Ministry has now
become such a widespread need and
requires much specialist skills that a full-
time two year course is being set up so
that men may leave their suburban and
rural parishes, be supported for two
years, undergo a sandwich course of
theological training and practical and
community skills training seconded, to
inner city parishes. A pilot project is
being set up and will begin next January
| am waiting to hear details of the
syllabus, and the in-service training being
offered

New Chinese constitution

adopted

Beijing Review of 13 December, 1982
reports that the new Chinese
Constitution was adopted on 4
December at the Fifth National People’s
Congress. A draft had been published in
May, with the intention that the proposed
clauses should be discussed and possibly
amended before the People’s Congress
made its final decision

A comparison of the new Constitution
with the published draft reveals that quite
a number of amendments have in fact
been made. The following changes
particularly affect religious believers

Article 36 reads as follows: “Citizens of
the People’s Republic of China enjoy
freedom of religious belief

‘No state organ, public organisation
or individual may compel citizens to
believe in, or not to believe in, any
religion; nor may they discriminate
against citizens who believe in, or do
not believe in, any religion

“The state protects normal religious
activities. No one may make use of
religion to engage in activities that
disrupt public order, impair the health
of citizens or interfere with the
educational activity of the state

"Religious bodies and religious affairs
are not subject to any foreign
domination’

The first and second clauses of this
Article remain as in the draft, and
represent an even-handed legal attitude
to religious believers that had been found
wanting in the previous (1978)
Constitution. In the third clause the draft
phrase “(No one may use religion) to
carry out counter-revolutionary

activities” has been omitted. No doubt it
is felt that counter-revolutionary activities
are clearly enough outlawed by the
Constitution as a whole, The new
wording of the fourth clause (compared
with the draft “No religious affairs may be
dominated by any foreign country”) is
significant. While the threat to the Vatican
remains, these words could clearly be
used to check ecumenical activities in
general

Article 24 is quite new. It was not to be
found anywhere in the draft, and should
be noted carefully by religious believers
The Article states that

‘The state strengthens the building of
socialist spiritual civilisation through
spreading education in high ideals and
morality, general education and
education in discipline and the legal
system The state educates the
people in patriotism, collectivism,
internationalism and communism and
in dialectical and historical
materialism; it combats capitalist,
feudalist and other decadent ideas.”

CGreat stress was laid on this article by
Peng Zhen, Vice-Chairman of the
Committee for Revision of the
Constitution, during his speech to the
National People’s Congress. Though the
positive aims of this article should not be
lost sight of, religious believers cannot
but be worried about the “building of
socialist spiritual civilisation” and the far
reaching claims made for the educational
process; they enjoy freedom of religious
belief, but are strictly forbidden to
“interfere with the educational system of
the state”

(Keston News Service)

Commission offers guidelines on
artificial insemination

The Anglican Social Responsibilities
Commission has decided that Artificial
Insemination by Donor is inconsistent
with the Christian understanding of
marriage
Recognising that AID has been
operating for some years and may
continue, the Commission issued five
guidelines for its operation:
® AID should be available only to married
couples. Single women and lesbian
couples should be excluded
® AID children should be told of their
true origins because deception is
damaging to both parents and child

@ All aspects of AID should be covered by
law.

® Lcgal handicaps applying to AID
children should be removed

® Professional counselling should be
available before, during and after the
process

On the moral question, the
Commission said

“The Commission is not able to
recommend AlD because of the Christian
understanding of marriage as an exclusive
relationship between husband and wife
While we recognise that there is no
adulterous intent involved in the process
of AID it nevertheless involves the
intrusion of a third party into the intimate
sphere of the marital state as represented
by his sperm, i.e. his reproductive
capacity

““We must also consider the question of
origins and the rights of the child

produced by AID. Any person is entitled
to know something of their personal
inheritance, their history, which includes
their full genetic background. At present
the focus is more or less entirely on the
needs of the married couple who make
use of the process and there is
insufficient consideration given to the
child so conceived who might, in later
life, wish to know in full his or her origins
This right is presently acknowledged in
the case of adopted children. Why then
should we deliberately contrive to cause
human beings to be born who are denied
any chance of knowing their full
biography?

“The motives and responsibilities of
semen donors are regarded as requiring a
good deal of questioning. It has long
been a moral principle of western sexual
morality that persons should be
responsible for the offspring of their
body. AID may involve men receiving
payment for their own reproductive
material and forfeiting any moral, legal or
social responsibility for what is done with
it. While some have attempted to draw an
analogy between semen donation, and
blood or organ donation, the two must
be seen as completely different. In the

latter an existing life is being sustained,
while in AID a new life is contrived
outside of any personal procreative
relationship between the biological
parents/

The statement is the first statement by
a national church body other than
Roman Catholic on the morality of
artificial insemination ’

Chinese
authorities
close Canton’s
largest house
church

HONG KONG (EW.N.S.)
authorities this month closed Canton’s
largest church which operated outside
the auspices of the government’s Bureau
of Religious Affairs. This church, like
similar ones throughout the country, met
in private homes, and thus became
known as a “house church”

Chinese

Pastor Lam Hin-ko was told December
2 that services and Bible studies had to be
discontinued, informed sources report. A
meeting scheduled for December 3, was
cancelled

Lam’s 200 member congregation was
one of the largest which met semi-openly
in Canton. While the government knew
of Lam’s Christian activities, it firmly
deplored them. Lam was repeatedly
warned to close the church

While there are surely several small
house churches still meeting in the
Canton area, this was the last of the large
ones. There are three officially recognised
Protestant bodies which remain open, yet
separate from Lam’s and other house
churches in the area

Large house churches such as Lam’s
had been possible only during the past
two to three years. Before, when Mao
Tse-Tung was in power, only extremely
clandestine groups of one to two dozen
individuals met throughout the country
Most Chinese Christians belong to house
churches

During the past two to three months,
government and Three-Self Patriotic
Movement leaders strove to shut down
the Canton church, Lam was repeatedly
urged to discontinue services. He was
also told not to meet with individuals
from the West

Members of the Canton house church
refuse to follow Three-Self and
government guidelines which press
Christians to unite with the recognised
churches. Those in Lam’s fellowship and
other house churches say the Three-Self
Movement — which is sanctioned by the
government as the Protestant churches’
overseer wants to control religious
activities on all levels and has instituted
unbiblical standards

The closure of Lam's church is the
latest in a string of attacks upon those
who refuse to join government
sanctioned churches, Chinese Christians
report the disbandment of hundreds of
house churches in recent months. Earlier
this year other sources claimed house
church Christians had been beaten and
harassed in several provinces

EWN.S.

|
Bolivian Upturn |

Reports received indicate that in spite of
a change in government and other
political and economical difficulties ir the
country of Bolivia, the new government
officials are endorsing the World Home
Bible League’s programme with
enthusiasm. David Farah, Fermin Ortega
representatives of the Bible League, have
visited the Ministers of Education
Customs, and other high government
officials reviewing the past programme
and the Bible League’s desire to continue
to work in the schools. This news was
well received by the officials. There is
now a request before the Board of the
Bible League for 150,000 New Testaments
as reference books in all of the
classrooms and universities of Bolivia as
well as some for the military. They have
also requested 100,000 Scripture booklets
on the Life of Christ for the younger
students. All of these should be sent as

soon as possible

Solitary

Confinement |
for Fr. Gleb |

According to information received in the
West, imprisoned Russian Orthodox
priest Fr. Gleb Yakunin spent four months
in solitary confinement in the internal
prison of labour camp No. 37 in the Perm
region in the second half of 1982, Fr
Gleb’s food ration for this period was 600
grams of bread daily and a serving of
skilly every second day. He received no
correspondence and had to sleep on the
solitary confinement cell floor. He was
not allowed to wear warm clothing. The
official reason for this harsh treatment
was that fr. Gleb had engaged in
“religious agitation” among the young
inmates of the camp.

(Keston News Service)

WHAT A WZSRLD

Attitudes to
Israel

Seven prominent Jews in Australia
interviewed by Sydney Morning Herald
journalist Jenna Price on their attitudes to
Israel and to Zionism, (Good Weekend
Magazine, January, 29) could agree
basically on only one thing — they all
desired peace in the Middle East. Beyond
that they had widely differing political
and religious views

| have little doubt that if a selection of
Christian leaders were interviewed, their
attitudes to the present nation of Israel
would likewise show wide differences.
Some maintain that it is largely irrelevant
to Christians — that the long-range
promises recorded in the Bible
concerning Israel are only fulfilled in the
New Israel, the Church, and that the
beleaguered political and geographical
entity that is modern secular Israel is no
more significant to God than any other
nation

It was interesting to note that one of
the Jews interviewed, the Orthodox
journalist Mark Braham, seemed in some
ways to agree with this view. “Israel can
only be Israel when the Messiah comes,
he is quoted as saying. | telephoned him
to elucidate his views further

Failure of Zionism

To him, the distinctiveness of the Jews
wherever they may live, lies in their
observance of the Law, the Torah
“Zionism has failed,” he said
has aped the Gentile nations in the
deliberate pursuit of a liberal-democratic
secularised State. Unless it is deeply God-
centred, it has no more right to survive
under His protection than any other
nation” He sees Israel’s constantly
threatened, precarious existence as
evidence that, far from being blessed by
God, it is only reaping the consequences
of the continued failure of its people to
acknowledge and serve God as God

That, of course, is a deeply biblical
view, with which many thoughtful
Christians would agree. We would see an
added element of cause and effect in
Israel’s rejection of Jesus as Messiah. O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem how often | have
longed to gather your children together,
as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing. Look
your house is left to you desolate/
(Matthew 23:37-38, N.LV.)

There are, however, a number of
prophetic passages which seem to point
to national survival and eventual salvation
in spite of apostasy. (e.g. Malachi 3
Romans 11:25-32)

At the other extreme to the views of
Mr. Braham are those of some Christians

because it

Lesley Hicks

who seem even more enthusiastically
Zionist than many Jews, as if the State of
Israel could do no wrong

My own view is that the rebirth of
modern Israel in 1948 and in particular
the occupation in 1967 of Old Jerusalem
is of significance in God’s timetable. Jesus
predicted (Luke 21:24) “Jerusalem will be
trampled on by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled”. It
seems that 1900 years of “trampling” have
passed, and the Jews are back in their
ancient city .

Teaching Neglect

In years of listening to sermons and
talks, | have rarely heard teaching about
Israel, or exposition of the prophetic
chapters of the Gospels, or of Romans
chapters 9-11, Such teaching as | have
heard has come mainly from converted
Jews representing missions like the Jewish
Evangelical Witness. Doubtless there are
preachers (and writers) who so major on
prophecy that they tend to over
emphasise these parts of Scripture

Neither neglect nor over-emphasis
seem justified to me. We need to take
very seriously what the Bible says about
the future and about Israel the nation
comparing the various passages and
being alert to their possible fulfilment

Pawson on Israel

Recently | have found listening to tapes
of the Rev, David Pawson's teaching
about Christians and Israel refreshing and
fascinating. | did not have the
opportunity to hear him in person on his
recent visit to Sydney from England. In
what he teaches | can see much scope for
fruitful discussion with Jewish friends. By
adopting a humble approach of
repentance for past wrong attitudes of
Christians towards Jews, we may be able
to search the Old Testament together
and maybe even the New if openness

continues

When we hear of increasing numbers
of Jews becoming “completed Jews”
acknowledging Jesus as Messiah
passages like Romans 11:25-32 assume
exciting significance. New developments
in Israel linking Christians and Orthodox
Jews in celebrating the Feast of
Tabernacles together are also intriguing

About much interpretation of
prophecy, however, | prefer to adopt an
alert, cautious wait-and-see pnln v,
realising that Jesus’ injunctions to watch,
pray and abide in Him are more vital than
ever if He is indeed coming soon

Bible in
Classical
Japanese

A new edition of the Japanese Bungo
Bible was published by the Bible Society
in Japan recently

Printed in classical Japanese script, the
Bible dates back to 1887 with a revision of
the New Testament in 1917

There are just over a million Christians
in Japan where Buddhism and Shintoism
are the predominant religions

A common language New Testament in
lapanese was printed in 1978 while work
on the Old Testament is nearing
completion

Itis expected that the full Bible will be
published at the end of 1984

Many Japanese, however, still prefer
the classical text which led the Bible
Society to publish a new edition of the
Bungo Bible

|
|

Religious
Publishers at
Communist
book fair

A number of Catholic publishing houses,
the Serbian Orthodox Church and the
Islamic religious organisation had stands
at the international book fair held in
Belgrade last October. The Yugoslav
Catholic news agency AKSA reports that
the Krscanska Sadasnjost publishing
stand included material from its
Hungarian section and was visited by a
representative of the pro-nuncio, Mgr
Cecchini and Archbishop Turk of
Belgrade, as well as representatives of the
Serbian Orthodox theological faculty in
Belgrade, socio-political organisations
and publishers and cultural workers from
Zagreb and Belgrade

(Keston News Service)
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® Christianity at Macedonia

1 House Party

MOORE COLLEGE

® The gospel comes to Macedonia

® Paul and the churches of Macedonia

Now availaible

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS — by F. F. Bruce

(Second volume in the Word Biblical Commentary

Series)
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® Early Christian experience at Thessalonica
® Eschatology at Thessalonica
® Excursus on Antichrist
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ANNESLEY-WESTWOOD GUEST
HOUSE
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FUNERALS
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THE ARCHBISHOP'S COMMISSION TO
CONSIDER PREPARATION FOR THE
ORDAINED MINISTRY

As indicated in his Presidential Address to
Synod in October, 1982 the Archbishop
has appointed a Commission to consider

the formation of men for the ordained
ministry within this Diocese

Believing that 'the key to the effectual
worship, work and witness of the local
Church is the minister”’, the Commission's
task is to assist the Archbishop to ensure
that “the men whom God calls to this work
are adequately prepared for its demands
and opportunities!

Written submissions are invited from
anyone interested in this vital matter. They
should be directed to.

Rt Rev. R H. Goodhew,
Anglican Church Centre,

49 Market St., Wollongong 2500,
by 8th April, 1983,

Phone contact (042) 284816.

TRAVEL CONSULTANT

FOR
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD,

Dug to a vacancy we require an
experienced consultant who is fully
conversant with ITA ticketing and fare
construction

Applications in writing stating personal
details and experience should be directed
to

Jim Castle, Manager, ITA
Box 3313, G.PO. Sydney, 2001,

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.

(Established 1946)

No connection in any way with firms of

similar r

68 Smiths Ave., Hurslvulle 2220

Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 605 3690

¢

BUILDING
WORSHIP
TOGETHER

BETTY PULKINGHAM
AND THE FISHERFOLK
IN AUSTRALIA 1983
CONFERENCE
10-13th May
at Matraville High School

CONCERTS
Willoughby Town Hall
6th May — 8 p.m
Andrew’s Cathedral
20th, 21st May — 8 p.m.

Information and Registration

Contact St. Mark's Anglican Church,
Malabar — 661 6873

CLASSIFIEDS

64 8349 ug 14 day

[ Interstate Services i

I E. 644 410¢€

FOR SALE

Why doesn’t
my class

pay attention
like hers does
every Sunday?

Maybe they would. Sometimes all it takes
is the right lesson materials. Or the
“extras” stimulating little teaching
helps that can make a world of difference
in getting the attention, interest and re-
sponse that make Sunday school teach-
ing so rewarding! To see a truly involving
curriculum and a complete line of con-
temporary supporting materials, mail the
coupon below today for your free copy of
our all-new Christian Education Re

source Catalog. It's your “idea book!"

T%® UNDERSTAND EACH “* THER

| love you but | don’t trust you!

Love can easily lead to desperation and
desperation to suspicion and
unintentional cruelty. Does this statement
sound far-fetched, especially so if applied
to relationships between Christians? In
my experience as a counsellor the
statement has been illustrated and shown
to be valid in numerous cases, yes even
those involving Christians.

A person can come to love someone
and due to certain factors that person can
have considerable difficulty appearing
loving. In fact from the “loved one’s”
perspective there is little happening
which could be called loving. Let me
clarify the circumstances with two
examples

In the first example we have Ron, an
eighteen year-old who has fallen in love
with Kylie, a girl of the same age in his
fellowship. Ron is head over heals in love
with Kylie and he has no doubt about
how he feels. However, he is less certain
about Kylie’s feelings. She appears to love
Ron too, but is not as clear and emphatic
in what she says to Ron as Ron is to her.
This uncertainty becomes a significant
fear which breeds insecurity and
suspicion in Ron, He wants to be sure
that Kylie’s love is real and that he is the
only person in Kylie’s life. In his search for
certainty he fears to let Kylie out of his
sight, he questions her on every move, he

1

tries to put words in her mouth — the
words he wants to hear, and he reads
between the lines in every word and
action

In short he becomes a source of
aggravation to Kylie. His over-
attentiveness is far from satisfying. Every
action of Ron's emphasizes lack of trust
and Kylie begins to resent this. Her
resentment adds to Ron’s desperation
and he is pushed by his emotions into
extreme actions intended to secure his
love but which only serve to further
alienate her. The very thing he desires is
rendered more remote by his attitudes
and behaviour. The relationship is
doomed and it would not be surprising if
these two young people had little to do
with each other ever again.

The second example is parallel to the
first. The difference is that the people
involved are married to each other and
their difficulties have emerged in the
fifteenth year of their marriage. John has
become aware of what he believes to be
an ever-widening gap between himself
and Helen, his wife. John believes his wife
is obtaining a great deal of satisfaction
through activities which do not involve
him. Such activities include Helen's work
in the Church and the support groups
associated with their children’s schools
Helen appears so caught up in these and

other activities that John believes he has
become superfluous

In his attempt to regain what he
believes to be Helen’s flagging interest in
him, John begins to give the appearance
of being jealous and aggressive. As his
desperation increases so does his
insensitivity and Helen’s reaction changes
from puzziement to resentment John's
attempts to keep Helen at home for
himself became so bizarre that he now
clearly appears as an impatient, cruel,
envious, angry, rude and self-seeking
person who is obsessed with keeping a
record of alleged wrongs. Rising above all
these attitudes and emotions is a
tremendous shadow of distrust. Unless
things change, the relationship could be
doomed for exactly the same reasons as
those occurring in my first example

The Bible indicates the real nature of
love. | chose my list of characteristics of
John's attitudes very carefully. Not only
are they clinically true, but they are the
opposite of love’s characteristics listed in
| Corinthians 13:4-7. This love is much
more than romantic love. This is the love
which should fill all Christians in all of
their relationships. Paul makes it clear
that there is no room for distrust and its
consequent manipulations

Paul writes: “Love is patient, love is

Alan E. Craddock

kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
itis not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not
rejoice in evil but rejoices with the truth
It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres” (I Cor. 13:4-7)

People who love can easily come to the
point where the loved person becomes
an object to be possessed. They can be
motivated by their pride to boast of their
possession. When so motivated they
become uneasy when their possession is
out of their sight. They cannot
acknowledge that their relationship
involves separate persons in one flesh. To
them one flesh is domination and
possession rather than mutual loving
service in which two persons become so
sensitive to one another that they are
able to show equal concern for one
another.

In such a relationship there will be
many times of real closeness coinc iding
with physical closeness, but there will be
times of physical separation as they
express their unique interests, but this
need not jeopardize their spiritual and
psychological closeness. Mutual trust and
a mutual concern for the needs of the
other will enable, rather than disable, the
relationship

(Ask for free sample lesson materials,
too.) No obligation
-
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BOOK REVIEWS

Faith with Understanding

Gordon Dicker

Unichurch

The title tells us much about the book. It
stands within the broad Augustinian
tradition of “faith seeking understanding”
though the formula is from Anselm

“Faith bears within itself an impetus
towards understanding” the author tells
us. Theology is therefore rational, without
being reduced to rationalism. Gordon
Dicker is wholistic in his approach seeing
faith in its threefold sense as trust,
understanding and assurance

The author lectures in the United
Theological College in Sydney. He is
ecumenical without being an ecumaniac
He doesn’t seek to paper over differences
between denominations or between
Christianity and other religions but he is
acutely aware of the scandal Christian
disunity causes the world. The book is
neither parochial in time or place and so
seeks to bring to bear the whole mind of
the Church on the whole counsel of God

Moderately critical, he makes much use
of Karl Barth — a theologian maligned by
many, particularly Van Til and Francis
Shaeffer who haven’t read him in an
understanding way. He is particularly
dependent on Barth in his view of the
Bible and the Trinity

While treating all positions with great
fairness, | felt he put too much of a
wedge between propositional (true

supernatural statements) and personal
revelation. A letter needs to tell us about
a person if it is to be a vehicle for a
relationship to develop. However, he
does show the problems of limiting
Scripture to a merely literalistic view of
truth as against the poetic and parabolic
as well. Many may not agree with his
views of the very |)t'g|nulng or the very
end but they will certainly make you
think

This is a well written book for educated
lay persons seeking to broaden their
theological knowledge. It would provide
a good partner in dialogue to T. (
Hammond’s “In Understanding Be Men"

Gordon Preece

Death and Eternal life

by John Hick

Collins, G.B., 1979, p.495, £5.95
recommended price.

In this interesting book John Hick, a
noted philosopher of religion, argues that
the basic religions claim, that there is life
after death, cannot be ruled out by an
established scientific findings or by any
agreed philosophical arguments, He
backs up his claim by a competent survey
of the findings of paranormal studies and
of philosophical arguments, for and
against, eternal life and with his own
informed, critical comment on both
areas. As well he explores the teachings
of the great, world religions on the
subject and suggests that their teachings
converge, Hinduism, Buddhism and
Christianity, he maintains points towards
a common view of the eternal state;
although he acknowledges, they do differ
as to the process by which the individual
arrives at it. Hick's aim is to construct a
global theology of death which
encompasses the best insights of these
great religions

Hick's book is thorough, readable and
immensely stimulating. But from an
evangelical perspective, his position is
deeply compromised by his liberal view
of Scripture and degree to which his
philosophical speculation is allowed to
triumph over the clear affirmations of the
Bible on death at all convincing, The
claims of the great world religions aren’t
that easily synthesized. Indeed as another
noted philosopher of religion, £. S
Brightman has suggested: a universe in
which both the Roman Catholic and

Jehovah Witness were both right would
be a madhouse. Brightman who believed
in neither religion, recognized that those
religions differed. His insight applies to
facile comparisons of Christianity and
other religions with equal force

G. A. Cole

Celebration of Discipline —
The Path to Spiritual Growth

Richard Foster
Hodder & Stoughton

Gordon Dicker’s book “Faith With
Understanding” spoke of the shame of
having to split rational theology from the
more worshipful, spiritual side of the
discipline, largely for reasons of space |
suppose. Richard Foster provides the
missing link in a book which gets the

ultimate accolade — it fulfilled its sub-
title and generated spiritual growth in me
— challenging me to pray more, and pray
more effectively

The book dwells on the classical
spiritual disciplines which he claims have
been the backbone of the Church
through the ages, are currently being
rediscovered and cannot be dispensed
with. There is no detour around them to
spiritual growth

Split into three sections, the Inward
Disciplines are Meditation, Prayer, Fasting
and Study. The Outward ones are
Simplicity, Solitude, Submission and
Service. The Corporate Disciplines are
Confession, Worship, Guidance and
Celebration

This is the work of much reading and
praying. It is inspired by the Bible, the
Great Fathers, Augustine, the Mediaeval
mystics, Puritans and modern masters like
Bonhoeffer. It doesn’t sphit the spiritual

off into some other stratosphere separate
from earthly life, but is commendably
wholistic in its approach to worshipping
in the world. | found it of great help and
commend it in this day when modern
man finds it so hard to pray

Gordon Preece

POSITION VACANT — committed Christian
16-17 yrs. required for typing, film checking
and general office duties. Mon-Fri 8.30-5.30
Please apply in writing
Suppliers and Producers of
CHRISTIAN FILMS — FILMSTRIPS &
VIDEO

Blenheim Rd. & Warwick St, PO. Box 97,
NORTH RYDE, 2113, NSW.

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake
specialised medical and nursing care of
chronically ill patients of any age,
nationality or religious faith

These hospitals are co-operating with
certain general hospitals in the
retraining of eligible patients to return to
their normal environment (home, etc)

-
Your help is urgently needed for our
immediate and future needs, including
the rehabilitation units al @ach hospital

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL

All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes

For further information phone or write to
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
NSW, 2049
Telephone: 560 1866

JEWELLERS
The National Building
Suite 1, 6th Floor
250 Pitt St, Sydney 2000
Specialist in high quality handcrafted
Jewellery
Diamond and sapphire rings and all
precious stones available ® Jowellery
redesigned and remade ® Wedding rings
® Jewellery and watch repairs @ Insurance
Valuations

PHONE 264 6368
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New Film Series on the Family

) -

Fact and Faith Director, Earl Hingston with Roy Ashton, discuss the study guide and
promotional material, available for “The Family” series.

Fact and Faith Films of Woolloomooloo is
distributing a powerful new series of
films on The Family produced by the
Moody Institute of Science, a ministry ot

the Moody Bible Institute

The Moody Institute is well-known fo
its excellent “Fact and Faith” films based
on science but has now branched into a
more specific sphere focusing upon the
family

The series features John MacArthur Jr

a highly respected pastor, author ar

radio speaker in the United States

ns of thousand

preaches to congreg
on Sundays
The series on “The Family
God's Patt
Bible based. The aim of the series

for Living" is thoroughly
to

submit families to the power of God’s
Word so that husbands, wives, parents
and children can experience all the
dignity, joy and fulfilment of family life as
God intended it to be

John MacArthur Jr. is fluent in his
presentation and outlines Biblical

Photo: Ramon Williams

both gripping and easy to comprehend
There are six films in the series

* “God's Pattern for Relationships

+ "God's Pattern for Wives

s Pattern for Husbands

+ “God

+ “God's Pattern for Children

* “God’s Pattern for Parents

s Pattern Broken Divorce

marriage

on outlines are available with

which are basically for Christian

but should also prove very

worthwhile to non-Christians seeking a

firmer base for family life

Fact and Faith Films are encouragir

either single churches or groups of loca

urches to screen the films with the

yjective of f ring a return to a

s for family life and it

riptural b3
problems

he hims each

the hiring cost i e serie

Tom Muir
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Rev. R G. K. McEwin has been issued with

n to Officiate from 4 February, 1983
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David Watson
makes progress

Canon David Watson is making
encouraging progress after his major
operation. Already he is sitting up and
beginning to eat and walk normally

“We are enormously grateful to God
for bringing David safely through the
operation and rejoice that he did not
have to have a colostomy. He and Anne,
his wife, are conscious of God'’s presence
with them in response to the many
prayers,” said the Rev. John Collins, Vicar
of Holy Trinity, Brompton, where David is
based

During the week a team gathered
around David to pray specifically for his
complete healing and especially that the
spread of the cancer might be checked
and that the
detected, might disappear. The

condaries which had been

congregation of Holy Trinity like many

other churches, were urged to fast and

pray not only for David’s healing, but also

for his family

| know that people in many parts of
the wond cor »d for David have
made a point of praying regularly for his
return to full health. David
one to the whole Church, the whole

T

Church therefore suffers through this

When a man like David in the prime
of his ministry is taken seriously ill
Christians should rise up in faith
recognise the source of this attack and
pray to God to enable him to overrule

and bring blessing

Bishop of
Bunbury
resigns

The Bishop of Bunbury, the Rt Rev
Stanley Goldsworthy has resigned
because of ill health

His resignation takes effect on April 30
and he has been granted sick leave until
that date

Bishop Goldsworthy was consecrated
in St. George's Cathedral in October
1977. He came to the Province from
Victoria, where he had been Archdeacon
of the Diocese of Wangaratta

The Archbishop of Perth, Dr. Peter
Bishop Stanley has
important contribution to

Carnley commented

made a ver
the life of the Diocese of Bunbury which
will ever remember his human warmth

and enthusiasm. We shall be sorry to se¢

him leave this Provincs

Anglican Messenger

Roger
Climpson in
new Mission
film

Television personality, Roger Climpson
has just completed a 26-minute colour
videotape documentary about the
Sydney City Mission called “Heart of the
City

The video was made, along witt

series of training vide th a specia

grant from the AMP Society
The video covers the Mission’s work

s and unemployed

he

the mentally handicapped

amongst homeles

slics, the aged and

young people, al

The “Heart of the City” video on three
quarter inch umatic tape, VHS or Beta is
available for hire (free of charge) from
the Mission’s Communication
Department, 3rd Floor, 103 Bathurst
Street, Sydney. Telephone 267 6136,

WORLDWIDE photos Itd

A Religious Photo & News Service a

F

h

\
Contact \
Ramon A. Willlams "
381 Pitt S1, Sydney  « vt or il
Ph: 264.7220 ¢
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Michael
Bourdeaux to
visit Australia

The latest telex received from Keston
College, England, tells of an increasing
thirst for the gospel in the Soviet Union

Although the basic polarity between
Christians and Marxist ideology usually
results in persecution, all the news is not
bad. There is triumph to report as well as
conflict, and much that we in a free
society can learn from Christians like
Anna Chertkova — now in her ninth year
in Tashkent Special Psychiatric Hospital
who writes

Eternal glory to God for
g! | ask you all to carry me to
The Lord in prayer, and that His will

everyt

for me may be done

The Rev. Michael Bourdeaux, founder
of Keston College

1969 to monitor the life and experier

a centre established in

of religious believers of all creeds and
denominations in communist countries
will be visiting Australia in February and
March. He will be in
TASMANIA from 19th-23rd February
SOUTH AUSTRALIA from 24th-27th
February
N.SW. from 28th February-6th March
ACT. from 7th-9th March

VICTORIA from 10th-22nd March

1772

MARCH 7, 1983

Registered by Australia Post Publication N¢

NAR1678

Telephone 264 8349

PRICE 50 CENTS

ACC Faith and Order Group
begins work

Encouraging Australian churches to
respond to the World Council of
Churches agreed statements on Baptism
Eucharist and Ministry was given top
priority by the recent inaugural meeting
of the ACC Faith and Order Commission

Fifteen delegates from 8 ACC member
churches attended the two meetings of
the Commission under the chairmanship
of the Rev. Winston O'Reilly, former
President of the Uniting Church in
Australia. The meeting received a letter
from the Roman Catholic Bishops
accepting the invitation to be
represented on the Commission. The
Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Churches of Australia is also
expected to appoint a representative

In an effort to encourage widespread
study and discussion of the agreed
statements on Baptism Eucharist and
Ministry the meeting decided to hold a
national consultation on December
12-14, 1983. Each church will be invited to
prepare a working paper to present to the
consultation and it is hoped the gathering
will enable the churches to hear one
another, to reflect on the issues and so

|

assist them in preparing a formal
response by 1984

The Faith and Order Commission also
examined responses to the Covenanting
for Unity proposals that have been under
discussion in Australian churches over
the past three years. The meeting agreed
to request State Councils of Churches to
encourage Heads of Churches to
participate in a service of commitment to
Unity during the 1983 Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity (May 12 to May 22)

Other decisions of the meeting
included

® agreement to publish “Paths to Unity in
Australia”, a report of the ACC's work in
Christian unity presented to the 1982
ACC General Meeting;

®in view of Roman Catholic agreement
to participate on the Commission, it
was decided to discontinue the (ACC
RC) Joint Working Group
Churches represented at the meeting
were Anglican, Assyrian Church of the
East, Church of Christ, Lutheran,
Romanian Orthodox, Salvation Army,
Society of Friends and the Uniting
Church

Canberra Human Rights Protest

Building
worship
together

The Fisherfolk, the outreach ministry of
the Society of the Communities of
Celebration, a U.S. based group, are well
known for their creative use of the folk
arts-music, dance, drama, poetry and

mime-in worship

Betty and Graham Pulkingham are
internationally recognised as authorities
on music for todays church, the folk arts
and worship, and for Renewal Hymnals

Betty and Graham Pulkingham and the
Fisherfolk will be in Australia during April
and May of this year 1983

Mr. Jordan Georgiev is ¢ urrently
protesting outside the Bulgarian Embassy
His wife and two small children have
been refused permission by the Bulgarian
Government to join Mr. Georgiev in
Australia

Mr. Georgiev is being supported in his
protest by a number of concerned
Australians including Michael Maher M.P.
and Rev. Fred Nile. In a recent statement
Mr. Nile writes

“Jordan Georgiev is a refugee from
Bulgaria who left Bulgaria on 18th
October, 1979 by travelling to Austria on
a tourist visa and on 29th October, 1979
entered the Austrian refugee camp
“Three Churches Camp” as a refugee, He
entered Australia as a refugee on 4th
April, 1980. He has been patiently seeking
the release of his wife and two small
children by all normal methods, such as
interviews, correspondence, etc., so that
they could join him in Australia and
become Australian citizens

“Jordan has been encouraged for three
years by the Bulgarian Authorities to
believe if he was patient that his wife
Stefka, aged 27 and his two small
children, both sons, Manol aged 6 years
and Georgi aged 3% years would be
allowed to leave Bulgaria to join him in
Australia

“However, the Bulgarian Consul in
Sydney has now advised Jordan in a letter
dated 6th January, 1983 that his wife and
two sons will not be allowed to leave
Bulgaria and that Jordan should return
under the current amnesty law. Refer
letter attached, appendix ‘A’ and the
English translation below.

‘We inform you, that the authorities of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria do
not permit your wife and children to
come and join you in Australia

They advise, if you wish, to use the law
for the amnesty, which expires on
31.X11.1983!

“This brutal decision means his wife
and two sons are virtually hostages in an
effort to force him to return to Bulgaria
where, he believes, he would face instant
imprisonment for his successful attempt
to leave Bulgaria and migrate to Australia
without Bulgarian Government approval.
This heartless decision is a major human
rights violation which must not be
allowed to go unnoticed by the

Australian or world mass media and
public

“The Australian Government has
already agreed to accept Jordan's wife
and two sons into Australia on a Entry
Visa

“The Australian Government has also
agreed to grant Australian citizenship to
Jordan during February 1983, The
Australian Government has already
agreed to provide “Family Allowances’
for his two sons. Jordan transmits a
money order each month to his wife and
shows the receipt to the Australian Social
Security Department

“Earlier assurances of co-operation
were given if Jordan was patient by the
Bulgarian Consulate in Sydney through
one of its officers, Mr, Baev, a vice consul
However, Jordan has been advised by his
wife that the Police Officials at the town
of Veliko Tirnovo said
(a) They have not heard anything from

the Bulgarian Consulate in Sydney

(b) They would not issue an exit visa

They refused to give reasons for this
refusal, either orally or in writing

(¢

(d) They refuse to return the Statutory
Declaration which stated Jordan'’s
request for family reunion

Pressure has also been placed on
Jordan’s wife to get a divorce if she
wants special permission to live in a
village of her choice or else she has
to continue to travel 600 km to the
Police Officials concerned with her
case

(e

(f) Jordan's wife and parents are living
under difficult situations in a small
place of accommodation. She and
her family are both mentally,
physically and financially desperate.
His wife’s health is suffering and her
father has suffered two breakdowns
They are also experiencing constant
pressure by the Bulgarian
Government and Police Officials.

Further pressure is being placed on
Jordan's family by the regular
interference by the Bulgarian
Authorities to both mail and
telephone calls to and from Jordan’s
wife.
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“We list the following points
concerning Jordan to show that he has
been a loyal citizen in the eyes of the

Christian Ambassador

from Jerusalem

Photo: Ramon Williams

The Rev. Johann Luckoff (right), Director of International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem,
thanks Christian Lebanese leader, Bashir Jemayel (centre) for allowing a press conference
with the Christian media in Lebanon. Bashir Jemayel was subsequently murdered.

The Rev. Johann Luckhoff, a Dutch
Reformed pastor originally from South
Africa, has been visiting Australia as
Director of the International Christian
Embassy, Jerusalem. Under the auspices
of Intercessors for Australia, he is here to
inform Austraiian Christians about the
aims and work of the Embassy

The Embassy was set up in 1980,
occupying a building vacated by one of
the many government embassies which
withdrew in protest when the Knesset
declared Jerusalem to be the eternal
undivided capital of Israel. Its position,
then, is not without controversy, both
political and religious

Staffed mainly by volunteers, the
Embassy represents those Christians from
many different countries and
denominations who identify strongly
with the Jewish people and the State of
Israel, and see the latter’s existence as a
fulfilment of Biblical prophecy. They
envision Christians and Jews coming
together as history draws to its close and
Christ’s return becomes imminent

Mr. Luckhoff says that this is indeed
happening, and that the Embassy has
been accepted and welcomed by the
Jews to a remarkable extent. The
Christians believe that the Jews will
increasingly come to recognise Jesus as
their past and future Messiah, but their
aim is to love them unconditionally even
before that happens, to “comfort” them

in obedience to Isaiah 40:1, “Comfort, O
comfort my people, says our God’

The Embassy distributes aid sent by its
supporters in many countries to Jews,
Arabs and Christians in Israel and
Lebanon; produces media material
mainly supportive of Mr. Begin’s
government; provides a centre for visiting
Christians; and encourages prayer for the
peace of the whole area

Mr. Luckhoff spoke of media bias
blackening the role of Israel in last year’s
invasion of Lebanon, and defended the
action as being in the eyes of the
Lebanese, a liberation from the
dominance of the PLO. Israel’s recent
inquiry into the Phalangist massacre of
Palestinian refugees has accepted a
measure of blame for Israel, and this, Mr
Luckhoff said, showed the strength of
Israeli democracy

Each year in September religious Jews
celebrate Succot, the Feast of
Tabernacles, and increasing numbers of
Christian pilgrims are now joining in a
concurrent Christian celebration of this
feast. It is the only Jewish feast, Embassy
literature points out, with instructions for
both Jew and Gentile to gather before the
Lord in Jerusalem and offer a “sacrifice of
thanksgiving” together, in anticipation of
the coming of the Messiah

-

Bulgarian Government, neither has the

Bulgarian Government been able to give

any reason for their lack of co-operation

® Jordan Georgiev aged 32 years is a
University Graduate in Philosophy
after studying for 7 years at the
important University in Sofia, the
capital city. The importance of this
philosophy course will be better
understood when it is realised that
there are only a maximum of 60
“Philosophy Graduates” each year out
of the whole of the Bulgarian
population of 9,000,000 people.

@ Jordan has no Police record or any
kind of punishment record

® He spent two years in the Bulgarian
Army as a conscript.

® He was a member of the various
communist youth movements such as
KOMSOMOL' (Community Youth
League) and was appointed secretary
of the Komsomol branch in his army
unit.

® After his army service he was a
member of the Komsomol Special
Voluntary Squad at the university
which had important functions such as
the supervision of other students, and
the provision of security for V.I.Ps at
official government demonstrations

Jordan's father was secretary of the
Communist Party in his village and was
until recently a member of the
Communist Party for 33 years from
1942-1975 which includes 2 years in
the communist underground before
the communists came to power

“Jordan, who had doubts concerning
communism at the university has become
a Christian and was baptised in Australia
on 11th January, 1981 and regularly
attends his local Church”
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