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Anglican
Church —
“NO” to
Indonesian
Christians

Legacy of the Red Book Case

An Indonesian Christian fellowship has
been refused permission to worship in an
Anglican Church in Sydney, The reason
given is the High Court ruling in the Red
Book Case which, it is said, forbids
groups other than Anglican Church
congregations from using the churct
building. The Anglican Information
Officer, Miss Charlotte Rivers, told the
Church Record, “A church is Church
Property Trust and the principle
established in the Red Book Case appea
to be binding on the Diocesan Bishop

who, therefore, does not have discretior

to license the church or allow its use in a
way which may be regarded as a breach

of trust

There is no reason why a church hal
cannot be used for the purpose which
the Indonesian Christian fellowship has ir
mind, namely, a worship service
church itself cannot be made avai

she concluded

Wrong Theology

Something has to be done about the
situation,” said Mr. Gerald Christmas, the
Registrar of the Diocese of Sydney. “Or
the one hand, we must ensure that the
churches are not handed over to way
groups. On the other hand, some
flexibility should be allowed. It is a matter
of balancing these two issues, The
present restraints are legally quite severe,
and are based on wrong theology that
there is some magic aura attached to
church buildings. The legal structures
need to catch up to our theology

We have had a few similar requests
over the last two years, particularly in
inner-city parishes. We have had to
decline them for the same reason,” said
Mr. Christmas

The matter will be raised with
Standing Commiittee in the New Year, and
then certain ways will be investigated to
relax the present situation in certain
permitted cases. It will take most of next
year,” Mr. Christmas told the Church
Record
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“Drop-in” visit to Camp Howard’s disabled childrens’ camp
|

Campers and staff at Camp Howard Disabled Children’s Camp were treated to a special visit during their summer camp at Blue Sum
Lodge, Springwood. The N.SW. Police helicopter “Pol-air Three” dropped in at noon for a friendly visit. Constable First Class Robert
Herbert is seen demonstrating the lifting gear with Pilot Peter Lesley in the harness.

The Anglican Youth Department has organised these camps for over ten years. The first camp in 1969 was directed by Rex Harris who
also directed this year’s camp. Rex was awarded the British Empire Medal in the Queen’s New Year Awards’ list (Photo courtesy Ross

Willis).

First biblical
book in Kriol

The Bible Society in Australia has
published the first ever complete book of
the Bible in the Kriol language spoken in
the northern part of Australia. An initial
print run of 500 copies of the book of
Ruth will be distributed through the
major Kriol centres at Roper River and
Bamyili in the Northern Territory, and at
many other places

T'he first draft of Ruth in Kriol was made
by a team at a Bible Society Translation
Waorkshop, he

team consisted of Joy Sandefur from the

I at Bamyili in 1979, The

immer Institute of Linguistics and a
small group of Aboriginal women

According to the Summer Institute of
Linguistics there are an estimated 15,000
speakers of Kriol in Northern Australia
from Western Queensland to the
Western Australia

coast ot

The books of Genesis and Revelation
are currently being wranslated into Kriol
and should be published within the next
two years

——

|

Scripture Union leader released

from re-education camp i
Vietnam

The Scripture |

nion Regional Office ha

just received the news that the former

Secretary of the S.U. Committee in later v ved back into H

Vietnam — Daniel Thuar has been City. She and many others now live

released from re-educatior, camp their church building This is to pr

First word came from Ho Chi Minh City the authorities,” says David (

to Mrs. Margaret Hollensen that the

Dear Margaret

| came home a couple of weeks ago > RSP e §
care” Please pray tor her and als
and wi lad to rece ur letters to

K Daniel as he considers the p
my sister ank you f

ind F )
my brother
Yours sincere

Daniel Thuar

r your concern

leaving Vietnan

will write to you through

Daniel worked closely with Scripture

Union’s full time staftf worker

Pham Thi
Son until the fall of saigon in 1974, He
was educated in Melbourne as an

and learned about Si

engineer s work

during his student days

Pacific Area Secretary, David Claydon
omments, “Daniel has been in re
education camp since 1974 and we never
expected him 1o survive it Many ople
have been praying for Daniel and we
praise God for his survival and
unexpected release. We thank Margaret
Hollensen for her faithfulness in keeping
S.U friends abreast with any contacts she
could make and thus keeping us praying
Margaret sought the help of Amnesty
International and others to get Daniel
reteased
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A racism crisis

dccederation o

will be the pre
stepped-up programme for 1982

The overall effect will be t

of the Aboriginal issues and
Many whites will look at
distance of a suburbia i

prices. Other white

the Aborigines are a favoured race

at an athletics

Response determiners

and they, like other Australians,
hardened by events

on the issue of race. Ephesians 2

racism. Althot

Fall and the s
there is a proud conviction that we

Christ has

(Ephesians 2)

1ons

CoNgre

be determined by the “privileges

enmity

ED=:TORIAL

1982 promises to be a year of racial crisis for Australia

For radical Aboriginal groups this year will simply see the

a programme to redress the discriminatory misde
intended or otherwise, of past days. We need to remember there are
still white Australians who recollect the days whe

were issued with a government licence to shoot Aborigines

For .ess radical Aborigines who simply want to be able to live
wihy dignity and take their place in the Australia of the 1980's, there

ssure from the radicals to join their ranks in the

) polarise opinion even more on many

n Aborigines themselves

the Aboriginal issues from the safe
solated from Aborigines by reason of land
s who live in country towns will look at the issues

rather differently and argue that there is white discrimination and that

Opinions will be polarised even more with the proposed
disruption of the Commonwealth Games of which the recent debacle

meet was only a foretaste

What will determine the response of Christians on this issue?
This vear will be a year of crisis for Christians as well on the race issue
will have their attitudes formed or

fowever, there is one event which must determine our attitudes
is crystal clear on the question of

sh most of us do not get past Ephesians 2: 8-9 on the
teaching of salvation by grace and not by works, the remainder of the
chapter teaches that the death of Christ has dealt with the issue of
racial enmity. It has been nailed to the Cross

Every person is a racist, This has come About as a result of the
attering of the nations. Secretly in every’person’s heart
like the Athenians of St. Paul’s
day, are somehow a cut Above other ethnic groups. Given an
incident, how readily we rush to explain the behaviour of a person
on the grounds of race. Yet overseas we resent others saying that the
drunken behaviour of an Australian tourist is typical of Australians
We resent that comment as unfair, as do Aborigines who are
categorised as a race of drunks, or Italians as members of the Mafia

we all have to come to grips with our sinful nature and work

hard at our feelings of ethnic superiority which is simply racism

fone to death the enmity between races

The implications are especially difficult for Australians who now
live in a multi-racial society. The implications of His work on the
Cross touch questions of justice, dignity and evangelism, that is
evangelism of ethnic groups for membership in our local

In cities or country towns, the Christian response on race cannot
given to some or political

programmes of others, It must be determined by the ever
event of Christ on the Cross whose death also did to death racial

property owners

valued

MAINLY AB " UT PE“*'PLE

DIOCESE OF BATHURST
Rev. P Lane is n ocum tenens at St johr
Mudgee

Archdeacon A. Reeder, Rector of Mudg
Archdeacon of Barker retired on November
30, 198

Archdeacon ). Reeves, Rector of Parkes and
Archdeacon of Camidge will be retiring on
February 28, 1982

Rev. L. Johnston is to be on the stafi of All
Saints’ Cathedral with special responsibility for
the Chaplaincy work at Mitchell College of
Advanced Education. Itis also expected that
the Rev. jJohnston will spend some time with

the clergy conducting in-service training

SYDNEY DIOCESE

Rev. R. Patfield, will resign as Rector, St Paul's
Seaforth on 29th January, 1982

Rev. T. W. Edwards, Curate St Barnabas
Broadway will take up appointment as Rector,
St Aidan’s Hurstville Grove on 18th Februar
1982

Rev. D, Eastway, formerly Diocese of Adelaide
will become Rector, St Clement’s, Marrickville
on 24th March, 1982
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s Miranda,

Rev. D. Mansfield, Curate St Luke

has accepted the pos Rector, St. Paul's

Fairy Meadow

Rev. J. A, Darlington, will resign as Rector, St
John's Penshurst on 31st March, 1982 tc
become Rector, St Peter
1982

Rev. R Hildebrand, w
Trinity Wentworth Falls on 31st January, 1982

Campbelltowr or

esign as Rector, Holy

Rev. R S, Smyth-King, Curate Christ Church
Blacktown, has accepted the position as
Rector, Holy Trinity Bexley North

Rev. R. R Gibson died 26th November, 1981

Rev. I I, Lawrence died 7th December, 1981

Rev. L. Daniels died 24th December, 1981

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA
Rev. B. Mitchell, will leave Deniliquin in

January 1o take up new post as Chaplain to the
Church School in Launceston '
Rev. . Myhill-Taylor retired from the parish of
Coolamon on 315t December, 1981

Rev. G. Green and Rev. P Anderson, were
ordained priest at St Alban’s Griffith on 30th
November, 1981

1982

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

In his beautifully balanced letter, Alan

Barron st; the whole

some very deep
theological truths” (ACR 11/81)
Undoubtedly, this is true. The figurative

husband's headship contair

relationship between God and Israel began as
4 Divine Marriage, even to the Bride agreeing
that “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do
(Ex. 19:8). She did not keep her vow “to obey
His voice” and was eventually issued with a Bill

f Divorcement (Isaiah 50:1)

Humanly e end of

speaking, divorce is
marriage, but Divine Love found out a way

onsister th His honour. He pursued her

where she had become

into the wildernes
10t My people

grace in Christ, she became “sons of the living

and through His ar

zing

God Christians. Today we see the church
coming “up from the wilderness leaning upon

her Beloved

The symbolism is quite remarkable. When
the church (the bride) ceases to lean upon

1. Like Hosea's

Him, she loses ritual §

wife, she has to learn fre sad experience
that only the Bridegroom can supply her
needs, and protect her from the fiery darts of
the enemy

Human marriage, however, does not stand
up on all points with this symbolism. Ideally it
should, bufwhen Adam fell, and Eve, instead
of turning to God, looked instead to fallen
man for advice and protection, Thus, trouble
began in Paradise. Nevertheless, women's
nborn compassion so often seeks to protect
her man from himself, Sometimes it works, for
men must realise that women generally defer
to their husbands, often against their better
judgment

Women’s Liberation (so-called) will alway
be confined to a few exceptional cases. God
undoubtedly raised Deborah to be a Judge of

Isr and Priscilla (whose name is mentioned

before that of her husband Aquila Il Tim, 4:19)
plus many other women were very active in
the early churches. The work of God has
grown and developed tremendously since
those times when women were largely
uneducated and girl babies were thrown into
the river. Have we not yet learned that
theological symbolism should not be rigidly
carried to extremes and women banned from

exercising God-given gifts in the churches?

Yours sincerely
(Mrs.) P. Creasey

Dear Sir

Itis always distressing to read the type of
paranola shown in the letter to the editor by
Edward Rock (Church Rec 16 Nov. 1981). |
cannot let his comments pass unanswered. His

rather simplistic attitude to complex world
of the Joe McCarthy

events is reminiscer
approach to foreign affairs, and is equally as
Inaccurate. Each of the problem regions
mentioned in his letter viz, Vietnam
Kampuchea, Zimbabwe and South Africa must
be analysed independently. No-one is any the
wiser when the problem-maker in each of
these places n some nebulous way, said to
be the anti-christ. In addition it is impossible to

suggest that the governing regimes in South
Africa, pre-Mugabe Zimbabwe are (or were)
examples of righteousness and goodness

In relation to South Africa particularly it is
clear that the whole of the society is based

upon racial oppression. There can be nothing
remotely scriptural in policies which subjugate
one race 1o another; that have pass-laws; that
entrench wealth with a small minority; that
impose strict censorship; that remove basic
human rights from the legal system and that
allow people to be “banned"”

If certain segments of the population in
places like South Africa are discontented, then
itis wrong to assert that their discontent is

m d from without, or that they are being

ski

ully manipulated. If they are being “used
by the marxists then the minority rulers in such
places have only themselves to blame

| certainly have no brief for atheistic
marxism, but it is no good trying to oppose it
by supporting oppressive and inhuman
regimes which are not more christian in their
outlook than the marxists. That is the mistake
that the so-called “new-right” or “moral
majority” consistently makes, They seem to be
50 ready to criticise in area of personal
morality, (and that is alright, so long as we do
not forget how jesus treated the adultress)
but are prepared to tolerate, if not support, the
obscenity of the oppression of one human
being by another. Thev too readily forget
Jesus’ injunction to us in Matthew 25 vv 31-46

Yours sincerely,
John Watts

Dear Sir

I am sorry that Alan Barron (letter 30/1
appointed in Dr. Alan Craddock
helpful article, “Marriage, Male Power or

Equality?” (2/11/81)

In his 4th paragraph Alan Barron says that
whereas the husband is responsible for hi
wite and children, it is not a 50/50 affair. | am

sre that practically all wives, whether

Christ or not, do fee ponsible
for their husbands and fact, if the
Christian home exist sy and praise
of Ge achieved if

1, surely this can o

each partne L and is able to

develop and use the tale
by the Lord

an him ¢

In each marriage partner esponsibilitie
will be divided differently, depending on gifts
and commitments but nevertheless the scale
should balance harmoniously

Yours sincerely

Alison Fine

1 his article Dr, Cra A ¢ ¢
good points as 1o the questior \
have children

In today’'s world, pregnancy is regarded as a
disease to be treated, as a deviation from the

norm”’, However, the Bible clearly record

d's command

be fruitful and multiply, and

he earth and subdue it”, For the Christian
financial waorries and one’s own persona
expectations are of secondary impoi e. The
Bible regards children as the “norm” for
Christian marriage, and couples who are

able of having children should be
encouraged to fulfil Genesis 1:28, indeeds as

Ps. 127 puts it so well, “Lo children are an
heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the

1s Hi ward. As arrows are in the hand of a
mighty man; so are children of thy youth
Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of

them!” {vv 3-5)

Children then are not “optional extras” for
Christians, but the natural result of the twe
partners becoming “one flesh” and being
obedient to God's command to “multiply and
fill the earth”. The Lord Jesus says oper
Matthew 6:25 if that God will supply all our
needs, as we seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness, (v. 33). This certainly

has been our testimony, praise God

It is the destiny of mankind to be familial

Abaortion is anathema to the (
lates Genesis 1:28

Yours sincerely

Alan Barron, Macleod

Dear Sir

It is not surprising that “a ripple of laughter
arose from the journalists” at the report of the
Doctrine Commission of the Church of
England” (ACR 30/11/81). The report from
Church Times puts it in a nutshell “The Crisis
of Behef AND HOW TO EVADE 1T

It is tragic that while Britain is floy
for a rock on which to grasp, they are given

ering

nothing at all, save an exa. rated concern for

tender consciences” on basic beliefs, Apart
from a small number of Anglicans who
although recognised as dissenters, would “not
be unchurched”, one wonders whether the
Doctrine Commission are the dissenters and
the “unchurched” are the masses of British
Anglicans who have given up seeking for the
Divine Truth from the Bishops (save for a few
exceptions) and coming to their own

conclusions.

The theme of se il essays that “Scripture

consi { ’stories’ which the Church tells in
order that its members, hearing them, may do
1s suggested” is incredible from blind leaders
Surfeited with Higher Criticism and doubts
Scripture states truly “The wisdom of the wise
shall perish”. The Open Book has become
sealed to both the unlearned and the learned
1ts “stories” are learned in infancy, and are
merely the scaffolding of the great treasures, at
many levels, which a lifetime is too short to
discover the full riches of God's Word, which
can only be unravelled by comparing Scripture
to Seripture, Once embarked on the true
method of study, the Bible vindicates itself
with ever increasing wonders

To be blunt, the great historic Anglican faith
which formed the character of our peoples, is
being consumed away, not by the simple lay
folk, but by the intellectuals who have
become wiser than God

Yours sincerely,
(Mrs.) P. Creasey

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE

Rev. S. Clark is to become assistant curate to
the Rev. A. W. Cheesman, Rector of the Parish
of St Michael's, Mitcham with St Wilfrid's
Torrens Park as from 1st February, 1982

Rev. D. E. Eastway, State Secretary of the Bush
Church Aid Society has resigned from that
position in order to accept the cure of souls in
the Parish of St Clement, Marrickville, Diocese
of Sydney. He has also resigned as Honorary

Assistant Curate in the Parish of Norwood, S.A

These resignations are 10 be effective from
J0th March, 1982

Rev. C. B. Patterson (Prest-in-Charge Morphett
Vale) and the Rev. M. R Little (Rector of
Penola) as Canons of The Murray. Canon
Patterson has alsc been appointed Rural Dean
of Willunga to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of the Rev, Canon G, E. A, Cameron, the
former Rector of the Parish of Willunga

Rev, E. A, P. Allen at present Rector of Waikerie
will be inducted as Rector of the Parish of
Willunga late in January, 1982

What has the Gospel to
do with professional life?

ates attended Australia’s

About 200 dele

first conference for Chnstians in the

professions this month. Around the
general theme of what it means to be a
Christian in the professions, questions
relating to ethics, the impact of the
gospel in professional life, social concern
and economic systems and in areas
relating to particular disciplines were

considered

Individualistic faith is not enough

John Gladwin, the Director of the
Shaftsbury Project on Christian
Involvement in Society, was keynote
speaker

He raised questions of accountability
to the whole community; to fight against
USINgG OuUr position as a means of gaining
power: “One can think of doctors who
adopt a sort of imperialist attitude
towards their patients as though they
were the only ones who knew anything
about health. Small wonder if the
relationship is lacking in a sense of equal
human dignity and worth

He noted the tension of our duty to
develop knowledge and to acknowledge
that it is limited: professional orthodoxies
are not sacred; there is a need to consult
with others in related fields and respect
the self understanding of those they are
serving

We have a responsibility to promote
improvement of skills; to see that they are
available where they are most needed; to
guard standards; and to protect against
abuse and by sectional groups

A Christian cannot accept as a whole
a commitment to personal standards
which is blind to social and collective
standards, and vice versa, we are unable
to accept a commitment to radical
structural reform without an equal
concern to exhibit our social values in
our personal relationships. The Gospel is
as interested in the motives of our hearts
as in our actions themselves

How are we to live in a world in which
we no longer set all the rules? How are
we to change society to reduce the
problems and prevent tragedies? Is not
justice a biblical theme?

Every Christian is a part of the world
and has an impact upon it for good or for
ill. All human history and work is

ultimately responsible to Christ

There are connections between faith
and social order. The deeper and more
searching our faith, the more far reaching
will be our expectation and hopes for the
ocial order. A narrow, pietistic and
individualistic faith which is all about
Christ and me’ can never hope to offer
anything of substance to the social order
A gospel about the redemption and
transformation of the world in jesus is
bound to seek nothing less for the social
order

John saw as God’s gifts to all creation
established in Genesis 1 and 2, the basic
institutions of life — marriage, family
work and social order. Looking at them in
this light should make us “concerned to
change culture and the social order to
better reflect what God seeks

If every place where human ufe is in
crisis the church is to be found buried in
action founded on a moral concern then
we might, in the grace of God in Christ
alert our world to its ultimate
accountability and turn the pain and
crisis of these days into the hopeful

future of God's final plan

We must work on the implications of
the gospel for economic systems — but
we can't pull out texts and directly apply
them. Gospel themes will, when sifted
and applied to today’s situation ask: Does
the system of power in operation se.ve
the human good? Does it increase
freedom and responsibility? Is an
organisation’s accountability appropriate
to its size and power?

We need practical things to do now
and policies to pursue, We need a
strategy for industry, for welfare, for
international economic relationships, for
taxation, and for investment which offer
some present hope in the face of all that
exists now. Christians are in the business

of seeking to achieve things

Sometimes these things are small. We
can witness to the Kingdom in small
things even at the level of our own
lifestyle. At other times we have the
chance for bigger things — for more
substantial changes in the systems. We
dare not be asleep when the door opens
for great things. Thus we must always be
at work looking at the larger structural
can

issues even when it seems that little

be achieved in the immediate.”

Is there a distinct Christian
professional ethic?

In a symposium on “Ethics professional
and Christian” various issues were raised
On use of time: “Is time left over (after

eetings, curriculum writing, etc.) the
right time for teachers to give their
pupils?” The problem of paternalisi
versus lack of client’s knowledge. In
accounting, the proble of social
accounting — the responsibility to the
community as well as to shareholder
creditors, etc. The problem for the
Christian lawyer that legal ethics
presuppose a client there are no legal
duties to the poor and needy. The reverse
in fact applies: a lawyer cannot advertise
that he will act below cost, or go out to
find people that need his services. The
problem of injustices in the system, for
example in tax, the criminal law, and
compensation. True justice is not found
short of heaven

Why do we choose to live and work
as do our pagan counterparts? (Both
where we live and work and how we do
it)? Why do we find it necessary to
develop middle class standards as if
cleanliness were in fact next to godliness?
Why are we partners with pagans in their
idolatrous pursuit of money as a principal
objective?” asked one delegate

Are we aiming towards merely a
professional standard or a Christian
one?

Our participation in the society was
jiscussed in small groups, and various
recommendations were put to the whole
conferences vote, For example, the
research and tertiary teachers group

notéd, “We should work not to enhance

I

our personal reputations, or our money
incomes, but to enhance God’s glory, We
believe it is important for Christians to be
aware of the total ramifications of their
research on the resources of this earth
God made the natural elements, and we
all these

have a sacred trust to use

resources in His interest
In plenary session the Conference
adopted the following statement

The Conference was sponsored by

the Australian Fellowship angelical
Students Graduates Fellowship, the
Christian Medical Fellowship, The

A

stralian Fellowship, and the Zadok Cer

Christians in the profe ns should

seek to live out the g in such an

explicit way that both the Church and the
world at large will be challenged to take

the claims of Christ seriously
All who know the love of Christ will
seek not only a widespread turning to

t struc

God but also to bring abe
and other changes in society ir
accordance with the gospel

As Christians in the professions we

should see ourselves as servants

Christians in the professions support

and/or

vise Christian lobbygroups and

assist in forming new ones

Sponsoring bodies develop lists of

resource people who can be called on to

Provic ecialist advice about the range

of options available on contentious 1ssu
in order to enable informed and

competent Christian comment
A future conference include in its
programme the consideration of the

lifestyle of Christians in the professions

John Gladwin cross-examined

John and Lydia Gladwin

What is the Shaftebury Project?

It produces materials and writes
submissions on social issues, Itis IVF
supported, and is similar to the Zadok
Centre in Canberra. About 1,000
members are on the mailing lists, and a
couple of hundred are actively involved

in their spare ime, on committees

yoking at specific issues. There are a
couple of people working full-time. It is a
small organisation, but its matenials are

well received

\\ hidt motivates you to do what you have
done?

A variety of things. I'm learning all the
time. Family experience, We were all
highly political. We rowed about politics
when we got together: it bound us
together and tore us apart. A feeling that
the world was not a fair one, and | was a
part of it. Twenty years ago, | was part of
a mission that went to Manchester, and |

was moved to see living conditions there

and people coping with them, The
influence of others, which encouraged

me to see wider things, including politics

The painful business of self knowleds

Sholud we be working for people’s
spiritual or social benefit?

I am unable to separate them. | refuse
to accept that there is a clash between
our evangelistic responsibility and our
response to our neighbour in need. Both
are responses to the love of Christ which

constrains us

Do you expect to see in your own, or in
vour children’s lifetime, such changes in
the community to make it just and
equitable? It not, why not?

Itis my ultimate hope as a Christian, It
15 that for which | work and which God
commands us. | don't expect anything of
this work, but | don’t give up in the face
of defeat. Like Jeremiah

Are you suggesting that if we work on the
structures of society we will see changes?
I'm simply interested in getting good

politics. Our society needs to be
governed, and we should pray for them

and support them. Knocking is not
Christian. We should be jolly thankful

that we live irsg

eace

If you take the attitude that you are not
going to achieve anything, you will
achieve nothing. If Christians can’t
vision for society who will? This
ompared to the 18th

century, but the Clapham sect were not

produce

1S & tea party

rforce went to

frightened, Wi
Parliament for 30 years, bar one, to
introduce the abolition of slavery. He did
it, because he thought it ought to be
done. It is an ungodly response to say the
task is too difficult

If God has overcome the world, why is it

like it is?

We are living in the last days: th

won, but the mess is not cleaned up. It's
he

dawning of a new day. You can live in the

like living at the beginning of

light of the night passing, or of the day
coming. The world believes that the night
is predominant. It is only our faith which

tells us otherwise

What do vou think the Kingdom of God
will ultimately be like?

I think the second coming represents
the way in which through crisis, reality is
brought to bear. The whole world will go
through judgement, death and
resurrection. It will then conti n the

f way, but of course, perfectly

same sort

Can vou give examples of changes you
would advocate, as a Chnstian?

The context here is different, but
Britain is very class structured. Class
structure is a breach of fraternity, of
fellowship. It is very difficult to
communicate across the classes. We
need to work for a more fraternal society
especially in our approach to wealth, tax

welfare
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"

ty should Ch

What ¢

the various current issues

The Bible goes to the very crunch of

1ssues the balance ower, wealth

The temptation of the middle class is

O live 1in an overt non-political manner

We can’t suddenly become working

class, but we can use what we have. We

can confront issues seriously. We car
establish fellowship with people who live
with different social experiences, and

» receiving end of the

who are on

problems

Aren’t Christian ethics just for Christians

God speaks to us all, not just
Christians. Irrespective of who we are, He

faith. As

entance a

Christians, we are to live and speak so
that all hear and understand God'’s word
I do not want the task of proclaiming the
gospel to be undermined, but we must

also look as the social implications

JOHN GLADWIN’S
KEYNOTE
ADDRESSES

at the Australian Conference of
Christians in the Professions
will be published in

INTERCHANGE 30
(available mid-February)

$5 posted in Australia

Write to,

A.EES.

129 York Street,
Svdney 2000

or Phone now (02) 290 3222 to get
your copy




What of legislating Christian values?

count of what is happening

. Everyone is in the game of
Marxists, humanists

ontribution to social structures
to go on, and Christians

a Christian deal with party

ur inescapable duty

stralia. We cannot look ¢

at both the Conference

Record are includec

Word of lm- Fellowship,
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Bearing one another’s burdens — One to cne

About 300 tertiary students from around
Australia met this inonth in Canberra for
the National Conference of the Australian
Fellowship of Evanglical Students which
now has groups in about 70 campuses on
the theme of “bearing one another’s
burdens”

One to one, the national focus for 1982
was launched; this year being the first in
which groups have shared a common
focus. "We hope that in having a national
focus, AFES groups will be strengthened
and unified, One to one is the first rung
d

elising people. From there

in the ladder of encouraging

Christians can move out to small groups
and beyond,” said John Sugars, the
Conference Director

Reports on the different groups were

given throughout the Conference, and

campuses described missions

they
Many plan missions for the coming year

} run with varying successes

ncluding Adelaide, UNSW, Macquarie

erina, Mitchell, CAE Melbourne and

Latrobe

Confessions of a Fundamentalist

ng his Presidential

Bishop Robinson gi
Address at the Conference traces the
history of Fundamentalism and reactions
to it

It began as an opposing group to
modernists, whose tacit thought was that
the fundamentalists relied on an outworn
creed. It saw its mission to uphold the
fundamentals of Christianity; but
opponents to it claimed that it left no
place for Biblical criticism and denied
that other areas of study could throw any

light on it. By the mid 50' it had t

Come
associated with three extravagances: a
total rejection of all Biblical criticism an

excessive literalism and mechanical

thearies

Jiblical interpretation

In the late 70s it was attacked for
being not a theological position but an
inflexible religious attitude that feared
academic liberty

But it is concerned about what goe
wether they

on within religious forms
are guided and governed by the Spirit of
God, and that the Word of God in that

al. Scripture has an immediate

power to convince and edity and convert

and is the supreme authority in matters of
aith. Christian traditions must be

reformable by scripture, which itself

remains irreformable

The first task of theology is to

understand scripture in its own terms and
the second is to express and interpret it in
our own day and culture

The Bishop spoke on what “holy
scripture” is and how its content came to
be define. He spoke of its infallibility
defining t term as “that which cannot
fall or fail”. "It stands fast for ever. It does
not return void. Its not empty. It
accomplishes what it intended. It does
not lie, Itis the expression of God's will

and we may depend on it. We are
worried by the trivial matter of whetner it
contains any mistakes, But ‘Error’ is a
relative term, depending on the purpose
of the writer. God is able and does use
written scripture and we don't expect it

to fail in its purpose, and we should
approach incidental features without

o sumpti
prior assumptions

“Aggravating but invigorating”

‘We protect ourselves from the Bible
by dismembering it — we so dissect it
that we take away its life: it's no more
than a cadavie on the theological
dissecting table,” quoted Tony McCarthy
AFES General Secretary of |. B, Phillips

To get around this problem the major
Bible study at the Conference was by the
manuscript discovery method
individually reading the gospel of John as
a whole considering its structure and
themes. The text was typed out without
headings or paragraphs, so that questions
on why (and how) John wrate and
structured the gospel could be asked and

discussed
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| saw the gospel in a new light reading

it as a whole. It gave me freedom not
being confined to chapter and verse, and

a new perspective on its themes

studer. s said

Have Australians lost their right?

1 don’t think that Australians have the
right to hear the gospel ten times when
others haven't heard at all,” said Bel
Megalit, Associate General Secretary of
IFES for East Asia, at the Conference
Dinner which focused on missions

Our region contains more than half
the world’s population and the largest

number of unevangelised people in the
world. There are 3,000 million people in
the world today who don’t bow the knes

to Jesus,” he said

There was an amazing similarity
between students there and here despite

their problems of oppression and unrest

I was really struck with the primary task

ol eva

gelism and building up that must
be done” said Jenni Payne, reporting on
+d last

1 student conference she attenc

year in South Americ
t

God’s word is born out of Politics

'God has spoken and met us in the
diversity of our experiences suffenng,
requited love, injustice, the dilemmas of
human development. The whole political
and social area of our life is very
important God speaks out of and to
our society,” said John Gladwin in his first

talk at th

conference

He illustrated his point by reference to
Joseph, Moses, Elijah, Amos and
Jeremiah, whose experience he paralleled
to German Christians seeking to
undermine their national structures in the

last War

Getting involved in social justice helps

us understand scripture. In God's
providence he is as much at work in the
public service of this town as in this

conference

The Media is the Message

The manner of God's speaking to us is
as important as the message. This is
supremely true about Jesus. He spoke to

us by a man in weakness and humility

“Probe your experiences”

If you are to hear God speaking you
must probe your own personal
experiences,” said John

Hosea loved his unfaithful wife. It was
at this point that God could speak to him
of the whole nation’s unfaithfulness tc
Himself

We are a very cocooned group. Inside
we are enjoying our Christian activities
and outside there is a notice 'Having a
happy time — do not disturb

The more we probe our society and
its problems, the more we can hear God

peaking about them. The nature of our
discipleship is worked out in public. We
are all called to care for society”

Basis is common humanity

The basis of our involvement is that
we share the same humanity.In creation
we are given structures common to all
marriage, work, social organisation

We should not think that because

a Christian, he will be better
at whatever he performs than a non
Christian. God has shared his gifts with all

SOMeone I

humanity!

Hope and the human future

We are fighting forces stronger than

ourselves ‘the principalities and powers

But Jesus has overcome them, All trials in
politics and personal life can be seen as
the creation in travail. We as sons of God
are the key to the whole. It waits for us
Ne are thrust into creation to change the
the world!

Fight class distinctions

We quickly stratify ourselves into class
distinctions, and each group has a
different life experience.” John outlined
the differences between the classes: of
life expectancy, health, pay, education
convictions effects on family life. “The
Bible is very distrustful of societies that
are too divided in wealth, | believe that
class is one of the fundamental problems

In our society

The church inadvertently adopts the
cultural values of one class, Have we got

——

a modern heresy like the New Testament
circumcision party” to do with adopting

middle class values?

Let brotherly love continue in the
midst of war

At no time does the word of God

glorify war, It has a « aste of war even

where it is considered necessary, and it
always the result of sin. It is opposed to
military imperialism, and commands love
and respect for life. God's intention is for
peace, and His kingdom will not be
established by force of arms

John then outlined variou

unacceptable distinctions: be

oldier and civilian, and nuclear and
conventional weapons, “It cannot be
argued that because more damage
done by one method it is morally worse

to use it

Church to be peacemaker

We should attend a deal sight more tc

peacemaking than to reduction of arms
campaigns. We need to get to the root

of the problem. We must work on the
morality of our international relations. We
can live at peace with the Russians once
we agree on the rules and accept the

limitations of our own influence

Conference |

Last year at Natio
inspired and challeng

become involved with feminists and 1«
| do some research into the subject, This
led to my reading the ZADOKX resource
paper, and most of the books on the

bibliography and reading list it gave. |

also did some research into Biblical
Feminism and | receive the American

Jical Women's Caucus’ newsletter

As a result of my study | became better
nformed on the topic of feminism than
il of the feminists on my campus
(Adelaide Uni). They were rather
urprised that | as a Christian was
interested in feminism and | did get to
know them. | very quickly discovered the
many levels of feminism and the fact that
none of the women were radical, and
really only paid lip-service to the radical

beliefs they supposedly espoused

especially the ones in leadership

positions, Itis not only ‘trendy’ to take up

the very attractive philosophy of
feminism (that is to women) but it is

practically essential for some women to

further their careers, especially young

women involved in left-wing politics

Feminism at its most basic level is
power politics in every sense that John
Gladwin has described to us in his
lectures, They adopt an anti-Christian
stance mainly through political
expediency, they don’t know the Gospel
and they don't care, they don't bother to
find out what FOL really is trying to do

he more they knock the FOL and WAA

WWWW the better

I have also been to FOL meetings, |
heard Mary Whitehouse speak when she
was out here, | didn't like the general
attitudes of the speakers towards

feminists. | felt they were knocking the
people and not their beliefs, their attitude
was not one of Christan love — love the
realised that the

sinner hate the sin
Evangelical Church has quite some
nythology when it comes to the

| dangerous topic of feminism the

feminist leaders and politicians who

| cause most of their trouble have rather

suspect motives, The feminists who do

care and have compassion are usually
those who get involved with Women's
helters and Rape Crisis Centres rather

than politics and | could find no scriptural

condemnation of the work they are
doing. Others involved with W. Lib and
WEL have had extremely bad
relationships with men fathers
brothers and husband/boyfriends
experiences which have left them twisted

and bitter and they find support and
identity from the feminist groups
Something | found interesting was the

fact that some of the leaders of the
Women's Movement of the late 60's early
70's have become Christians

Maybe | have over simplified matters
but thank you so much for listening and
allowing me to share some of the things
I've learned since last conference

Tania Hubmayer is at Adelaide Uni
doing B.Mus Il She made these
comments at the AFES Conference held

_this month in Canberra

Confessions of a ( 'H(\ll.(ll Feminist

i by Jlohn Smith to

WHAT A W&

The joys and snares of

hospitality

Late last year, a small family arrived or
the doorstep of the Rectory. A hippy-style
husband, wife and baby, they claimed
accommodation as a right. They were

homeless, unemployed, and convinced

that the Lord had led them to live in
dependence, not on social security, but
on their rightful share of generosity from
fellow-Christians. They were allowing
Christian people the privilege of sharing
as Christ commanded them

he Re
1asm nlv« arpeted room adjacent to
the |h! hall to sleep in, It was indignantly
rejected as too shabby. At other

offered them some bedding

churches, they said, they'd been

welcomed into the minister’s own home
They finally accepted the alternative of
Fellowship

the creche room in the nev
Centre

Then the couple asked for a meal and
milk for the baby. These were provided
with as good a grace as possible in view

of the unexpected strain on the resources
of the Rectory family. When white bread
ffered it was refused: “We only eat
health foods — brown bread, please

But the
the he

just wasn't any brown bread ir

The next day they were given breakfast
amid more protests that their exact
requirements were not being met. The
Rector’s wife was reduced to tears. The
Rector challenged the couple over the
biblical basis of the “rights” they claimed
the resulting argument culminated in
them swearing at him for his lack of love
and being thereupon o/ dered off the
premises. A distressing experience all

round

“Professional Bludgers”

Most Rectory families have had painful
personal encounters with those one
could call professional Christian
bludgers. I'm not a clergy wife, but our
family has also experienced something of
the problem. These people pose a
dilemma for conscientious disciples
eager to obey Christ’s call to costly
hospitality and generosity. Others would
probably give them very short shrift
indeed

Our main experience has been with a
man I'll call him Jim who has a
perennial hard-luck story about being
unable to get the dole, about to lose his
accommodation, needing money to tide
him over for some reason or other. He
claims to be a Christian and is not a
drinker or drug addict, but is obviously
one of life’s inadequates. Yet with

Hostel require
e Cook

stmas
Commencing February, 1982

For Intervieu

phone Mrs. Blowes 660 4881

ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL |

| St Luke's is a Church of England ger

| s. As it is a

profit organisation, the Board appeals for

your help to raise funds for this work

STAGE 1 development br t St Luke's

up to a hospital with 140 beds, includin |‘
3 new operating theatre

pital open to all cre

16 private suit

theatre slerile y unit, intensiy e

unit and es: equipment

ng equig

upgrading pla f ex
services. Tax dec ln.mm gift duty-exempt
donations of $2.00 or more, payable to)
St Lukes Development Fund
knowledged by official receipt

Lesley Hicks

considerable ingenuity, by means of his
concocted, constantly embroidered tale

f woe, he manage Ve as a parasite

on the Christian communit
We have given him money and a mea
in return for a couple of hours work in

arden. But generally when he rings

up wanting money and we promise it
only in return for work, he doesn’t turn
up. He seems to be allergic to work. We
have encouraged “Jim” to seek a more
responsible lifestyle — he seems quite
intelligent but apparently he is
unwilling to or incapable of change
When it was revealed to us that he had
been blatantly lying to us and using
various aliases, we were less gentle with
him and called his bluff. We may not hear
from Jim again

Suckers or skinflints?

Yet he is needy and poor. “Suppose a
brother or sister is without clothes and
daily food. If one of you says to him ‘Go
I wish you well; keep warm and well fed
but does nothing about his physical
needs, what good s it? Faith by itsell
if it is not accompanied by actior
dead” (James 2:15-17) We are to be
generous and willing to share. Whether
the poor are “deserving” or undeserving
doesn’t much matter — far better for
Christians to be taken for suckers than for
skinflints

But where the claimants on our
generosity are professing Christians also
God's Word has something to say to
them: “We hear that some among you are
idle. They are not busy; they are
busybodies. Such people we command
and urge in the Lord to settle down and
earn the bread they eat”” (See 2 Thes
3:6-15) Of course our economic situation
or physical incapacity to work present
other problems, but deliberate

bludging” is condemned

Open Heart — Open Home

All this is rather dampening and
negative. Far more important is that al

Christian people should be responsive to
the Holy Spirit’s prompting to be as
open-hearted and hospitable as possible

in our circumstances. A book to inspire
ne to be like that, sensitively and
thoughtfully written, and full of practical
hints and checkpoints, is Karen Burton
Mains’ “Open Heart Open Home" (David
C. Cook Pub.) | recommend it warmly
and am asking the Lord’s help to put
more of it into practice
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MAKE A RESERVATION FOR
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CO-ORDINATOR OF CARE FORCE
STREET WORK PROGRAMMES

(02) 799 5222 A.H. (02) 798 3779

The Director
Care Force
(Anglican Home Mission Society)
16 Brunswick Parade, Ashfield, NSW 2131

POSITION VACANT

Executive Secretary of C.A.R.E. work in NNSW.
(Committee for Alcohol Reform and Education)

The President,
C.ARRE., PO. Box 59
Five Dock 2046

ELECTRICIAN

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY ABORIGINES COMMITTEF
32 BATHURST STREET. SYDNEY 200
11

OPPORTUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE
CATERING

CLEANING

tiol € 78 2195 — M. Jock Stewart between 7 p.m.-9 p.m. daily.
Moore Theolegical College, 1 King Street, Newlown 2042

Be in the Growth Area!
Know your Bible!

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Join the hundreds of students working their way throug
ertificate In Theology Correspondence Course. 1st Term
3y l
commences the first week in March, 1982.

Work on vour own or with friends in a group. Printed study notes

a reading guide for those who

are provided for each subject, wit
wish to delve deeper
Start with New Testament | —- a study in the Life of Christ from
Mark and vou will want to go on from there
00 PR 00 PER
sll SUBJECT s2 EXAM

(02) 512437
External Studies,

Moore Theological College.
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SMITH OWENS SERVICE

) PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little
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One of the great problems facing youth

groups in our church today is the ‘drop

it rate’. | refer not to ups and dowr

in attendance at meet but mainly to

s) UNDERSTAND EACH

Youth groups: conformity or conversion?

iving of the Christian life’ whi hi
referred to earlier can be motivated ir

much the ime way. What | would

st is that the motives bringr

® For some people insecurity is a strong

“*THER

Dr. Alan Craddock

The solution lies in an under

the true nature of the Gospel, God's

what we might call ‘loss of { the the apparent acceptance of Chnst were are redemptive t was concerned witk
rejection of what was once an active not really concerned with the claims of man’s sin, not with his pa |
Christian life by many young people, Christ but were mure concerned with ecurity and the like. God is
yur mind back over the last ear g social needs. These needs were Ince th these, but know
vour particular youth group has passed it n the a ties of a hristian youtt they ster ' the sinful nature of mar
through. If your group is fairly typical p and by tak n the 2roul a f his 1 | R¢ weribes the fact that we
then you can probably rec yers of rance of | 1 Chr met. If a ’ ) by sin. Because of thi
g people who once belonge the ymples of these ‘needs’ ar t } it we suffer the consequences of sin in ou
up, apparently be ( ) ] 110 an it he p (ar sua t present lives and suffer death
went on to live and grow in the Christiar apparer tian faith follow per wish becor e thar Verse t
life 10 either gradually or sudde ® The need for achievement | p ssider, th ( tian faitt n eCause
turned away from Christ and the ! ng peog ke y be profe { Th ¢ 1 n
Christian life, perhaps never to retur I ) ¢ tivit I 2 fro
I y tragic problem sin q b | % or «
¢ ) ! a4 er ¢ t Int ¢ es the real f
f then, t il wi eocming a ( tian. In the face of ma
N,
it wh ke Ch ans § rebe God an that He
il " 4 1 ar ’ that ( 1de it possit o be dea
g ! he act like ( r ce Gie 1
1 I i t alisat  sir he 1
: i | st eve t 1 ! e UL
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t of hat ® The need for friendship . 1t L smme of tea
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The International Bible ‘ ' ¢ f
8 - t € i )
Encyclopedia, Vol. 1, 1979
General Editor, G. W. Bromiley, Eerdmans The o ct
The International Standard Bible INTERNATIONAL P
Encyclopedia STANDARD i | the
ind embodied work by suct BIBLE \ it that . ’
holars as James Orr, B. 8. Warfield ENCYCLOPEDIA - he same apy
Robertson a S Ferdr )
have now produced pletely revised es W
editior ch will a r, when it { t g
hed, in four volumes. There is a [ ) as i
derable continuity with the old tic §
jition, but for a | vorth ask pt
must be regarded ) } g ( be [
he edi N hat altt he | pedia ha W
he are many ( iries and " he { t 4
encyclopedias a le they pu i ' a Liberation Theology
Tk E¥hvi ¢ be g . ea
STV N ¢ N by ). Andrew Kirk
e is even a judic article or ’ ¢ a s ( >3
Bible Dictionaries! N } s refe hict ea ¢ es he Bit al b K Marshall, Morgan & Scott. $7.95 UK
pective buyer will almost certainly t efuine the work (e.g. see the 1 few 1979. 246 pp
shing up the competing claims of heading " Wa ) € have T hi the fourth volume in the
everal similar works, What ISBE t es are up-to-date d . S aluat ha T he gica
have to offer vield satisfactory guidance for ¢ Canonsis.ret s Cannons on the ries e { by Peter Toon. It is P
First of all, who are the contributors reading p of § vhethe Evangelical View from the )
Quite a number of articles are basically In one particular respect the new ISBI ng € he yrdd Murray had ir
that of the original authors, but they have has a distinctive emph G.W d on p. 5( i
all been revised and brought up-to-date Bromiley’s editorship has meant the Naturally, however, everyone will have

The new contributors seem for the most
part to be theologically conservative, This

not inevitably the case (WHC. Frend is
isted, for example), but the tamiliar
names of k. F, Bruce, G, E. Ladd, W
Gasque, R K. Harrison, K. A. Kitchen, B
Ramm and many others (including our
own L, Morris, D. W, B. Robinson, E. A
judge and B. k. Harris) appear as
contributors, This suggests both the
theological orientation and level of
competence 1o expect

It is worth noting, however, that two of
the editors, R K. Harrison and G, W

omiley make a particularly large
contribution, Harrison is responsible for
scores of short articles on various matters
to do with the Old Testament, Bromiley
has made an even more substantial
impact through many major new articles
on the side of theology

Second, what is in the ISBE? Preliminary
comparison with other encyclopedias
shows that it compares favourably in
scope. Careful attention has been paid to

es which i

nclusio M many d
from the Biblical material into the area of
historical theology. An instance of this s

the article on authority which begins with
the Bible but has a survey of

medieval

1ts in the patristic

reformation and modern periods
Another instance is the historical survey
which Bromiley provides on the subject
of Divorce. He thus enables the reader to
assess the Biblical material in the light of
attitudes taken up in the Church. This
greatly enhances the value of the work

It is interesting, too, that the new IS8t
follows the old one by including articles
on baptism from the Baptist, Lutheran
and Reformed points of view. Bishops
100, receive ecumenical treatment

Another feature of the ISBE is the
illustrations. These include several in
colour, and an excellent section of maps
The illustrations throughout the text are
well chosen, making full use of the great
archaeological advances of the twentieth

century

their quibbles about a work as extensive
as this. For myself | regard it as a welcome
addition to the field of Bible
Encyclopedias and | look forward eagerly
to the good things that are sure to be in

the succeeding volumes

Peter Jensen

Contact Charles Mann (Manager)

/ Telephone (02) 51 2225
K for the NEW Shop-front near

MOORE COLLEGE,

18 King Street, Newtown 2042

en offers his own

stions. He is

e need to interpret

gical viewpoint a
it with the theology he discusses for a
failure to give scripture its place
Nonetheless he is sympathetic to the
position which he is assessing and would
endorse the call to study theology from

vithin the necessities and challenges of

the devastating human results of the evil

of this present age This brief summary

does not do justice to a complex and
interesting work and | would commend a
caretul study of it to those interested in
the issues. A word of caution, however
the language of Liberation Theology
(with its incessant use of words like
praxis”’) is sometimes obscure and even
pretentious, and Dr. Kirk’s own style is

not as lucid as could be desired

Peter Jensen
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