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The luxtralian 

Wanted: new subscribers 
We are making a special offer to present 

subscribers. For every three new subscribers 
that you obtain for us you receive a free book. 
You may choose your book from the list 
below. 

Believe in Man — G. Carey 
Believe in Church Growth—E. Gibbs 
Believe in the Holy Spirit — M. Green 
Believe in Satan's Downfall— M. Green 
Believe in the Creator —J. Heuston 
Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus 
- -G. E. Ladd 
Believe in the Historical Jesus 
— I. H. Marshall 
Believe in 14velation — L. Morris 
Believe in the Second Coming—S. Travis 
Believe in the Great Commission  • 
— M. Warren 
Believe in Evangelism — D. Watson 
Believe in the Church'-0. Watsoh 
We have chosen the I Believe Series 

because it is an important contribution to 
evangelical literature. The Series was edited by 
Michael Green and sought to make modern 
scholarship on important issues available at a 
level that the ordinary Christian could 
understand. Sadly, the books have been too 
expensive for most people — some of the 
titles selling for almost $15. Some titles were 
issued in cheaper editions. We are offering the 
better quality edition to our readers. 

What you have to do 
1) Get your friends to subscribe. 
2) Whet'. they do, fill in the extra space on the. 
subscription form with your own name. 
3) Send in the subscription forms with a year's 
payment 

4) When you have three new subscribers (you 
have up to 12 months to obtain them —you 
do not have to send them all at once)) write to 
us and tell us which title you wish to claim as 
your free title. 
)Note: unfortunately this offer only applies to 
full subscriptions — theological students rates 
are not included.) 

An Example 
One subscriber, immediately this offer was 

matte, found three members of her local 
congregation who wanted to subscribe. She 
has obtained her free book and donated it to 
her Church library. 

There are many people who are not 
. subscribers who might be interested if current 
subscribers spoke to them about the Church 
Record'. Why not try in your local 
congregation? 

Newest Title 
The last title to be released in the I BELIEVE 

SERIES is "I Believe in Satan's Downfall". 
Written by the series editor, Michael Green, it 
attempts to deal with the modern trend in 
theology to disregard the idea of a personal 
Satan. At the same time, however, there is an 
increase in the interest of our age in the occult 

Michael Green addresses himself to the 
Biblical material about Satan and evil and, in 
particular, to the guaranteed downfall of Satan. 
Since Christians are continually engaged in a 
spiritual warfare this book is of great 
importance and we thoroughly recommend it 

You can obtain a copy FREE by introducing 
three new subscribers to the Australian 
Church Record. 

Race for Bibles Baptist pastor writes Hockey 
book with a message 

John Chapman brings Hong Kong to standstill 

In the context of a controversy conducted on the front pages of the daily 
newspapers over Sydney Anglican attitudes, Bishop Desmond Tutu of the Church 
of the Province of South Africa visited the N,S.W. capital under the auspices of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. During a worship service sponsored by the 
Australian Council of Churches at Pitt Street Uniting Church, the Bishop spoke 
eloquently and painfully of the experience of blacks in South Africa. Photo: Ramon 
Williams. 
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Lebanese Christians 6ntinued 

We have been looking at one side of 
the coin in the delicate equation of 
Lebanon, the Christian side. The Muslim 
side is almost equally as complex; here, 
we can only mention that the most recent 
fighting (August and September 1983) has 
revived bitter conflict between Maronites. 
and Druzes, with memories of massacres 
going back to the last century. (The 
Druze are a community which is an 
offshoot of Islam; their religion is secret, 
and includes tenets which are heretical to 
the orthodox Muslim, like the doctrine of 
re-incarnation.) There is also a Druze 
community in Israel and some serve in 
the Israeli army. This adds a complicating 
factor to their rivalry with the Marenites. 
In the fighting the Israelis have been 
unsure of which group to back, Maronite 
or Druze, and unfortunately by their 
invasion in 1982 and partial withdrawal in 
September 1983 they have destabilised 

A Tri-athalon with a difference was 
attempted on Tuesday, May 15th, at 
8.30 a.m. 

A cyclist, a rower and a runner set off 
from Pier One, Sydney, and headed for 
Lennox Park, Parramatta. 

The rower sculled up the Parramatta 
River, the runner followed Parramatta 
Road to Wentworth Road, Concord, and 
was then relieved by a second runner. 
The cyclist rode over the Harbour Bridge, 
up the Pacific Highway to Hornsby, then 
took the Pennant Hills Road to 
Parramatta. 

The four participants are members of 

Porn attack Cont. 

R Rated readily available 

A.C.R. checked a number of video 
shops. All had a large number of R rated 
video tapes and some of these were, 
according to their covers most explicit. 
The managers we spoke to told us that 
they were amongst the most hired tapes 
in their shop. One manager told us that 
he does not want to stock such tapes but 
his customers demand them and he must 
either stock them or go out of business. 
One important thing about these tapes is 
that they are on display where children 
can see them — no shop owner wanted 
to admit that he/she would let someone 
under 18 hire one — but most said they 
knew others who would. 

Growing 

The porn video industry is going. There 
is even a magazine, sold through 

, newsagents, devoted entirely to 
pornographic video tapes. It is on sale at 
one dollar per copy and contains articles, 
ads and reviews of new X rated releases. 
A newsagent told us that the first issue 
did not sell well in his shop but that as it 
has become better known he is now 
selling a number of copies of it. That 
magazine, with numerous pictures taken  

the Bible Society Staff in NSW and the 
object of the whole exercise was to gain 
sponsorship. 

$6.7 million dollars worth of translation 
and distribution projects have had to be 
shelved this year by the United Bible 
Societies and the team in NSW were 
putting some muscle into an attempt to 
activate at least a few of these shelved 
projects. 

The rower was Tom Treseder, Director 
of the Bible Society, current holder of the 
400 Metre Single Sculls Record and 
participant in the World Veteran Sculling 
Championships in Belgium later this year. 

from porn videos must, itself be close to 
the kind of pornographic material which 
is placed on restricted sale. 

Support 

The Festival of Light is committed to 
continuing its battle against pornographic 
videos. Mr. Nile writes (in the letter to the 
Attorney-General). 

"We for our part will do all we can to 
warn the public of the damage inherent 
in this flood of video porn that is 
swamping Australia and pledge to do all 
we can to warn parents of the dangers 
involved. But we need strong support 
from Federal and State Governments —
not only in pronouncements but by 
legislation. Strong legislation will be 
welcomed by all decent Australians. It will 
only be the irresponsible who have no ' 
concern for society and our children who 
will vociferously oppose such strong 
legislation and raise red herrings 
concerning adult rights and civil liberties. 
The responsible ban by the Federal and 
State Governments concerning child 
pornography is a graphic example that a 
responsible society has to draw tha line 
somewhere and exercise adequate 
quality controls over a moral pollution 
and the greedy exploiters in our society."  

. The Federal Minister of Sports and 
Tourism, Mr. John Brown, recognised the 
contribution the Christian faith has in the 
writings of Mark Tronson when he 
launched "World Hockey" at Parliament 
House, Canberra, on Thursday, April 5 
last. 

Rev. Mark Tronson, National co-
ordinator 

 
of Sports and Leisure Ministry, a 

ministry with the InterChurch Trade and 
Industry Mission and the Australian 
Christian Sports Fellowship, was received 
by the Minister for the launching of this 
his second book on Hockey. 

"I have read much about Rev. Mark 
Tronson, and what is said of him and his 
own adopted statement, 'A person is a 
soul with a body' speaks of the character 
and style of writing readily evidenced," 
Mr. Brown said. 

Dr Richard Charlesworth, Australian 
Hockey captain, said that Mark had been 
around the national titles circuit as long 
as he could remember, and his publicity 
contribution and personal contributibn 
was wirit•ly recognised and appreciated. 

Rev. F. P. McMaster, Superintendent of 
the Baptist Homes and Services in the 
A.C.T., said that Christ is at the centre of 
life, and the Christian Church is not 
peripheral. 

Mr McMaster mentioned that when 
Mark Tronson was young, Canberra 
Baptist had ten hoekey teams. He spoke 
on the subject of being "whole persons" 
rather than attempting to 
compartmentalise life. 

Message 

Mark Tronson addressed the gathering 
by illustrating the Christian life by hockey 
results, in that there are times when 
heights are reached, just as depths are 
plumbed after being beaten 6 nil. He 
continued, however, that most of life, like 
hockey matches, are played somewhere 
in between, and It was the "Living Christ" 
entering our sphere that makes the 
difference. 

World Hockey has a message to it, and 
copies are now available in local 
bookstores. 

Australian Baptist 

the region of the Shouf mountains, where 
both sects have learnt to co-exist 
peacefully. 

As I am writing, an uneasy truce is 
holding in Tripoli, north Lebanon, 
between pro-Arafat and pro-Syrian 
forces.'As this bitter tragedy has been 
played out with the loss of many civilian 
lives. I have been remembering that there 
are Muslims and Christians who share 
alike in the Palestinian movement, and' 
must be equally disheartened by this 
latest conflict. Palestinian Christians 
would be poles apart in their political 
stance from the Maronites whom we 
have been considering—yet they are 
alike in that a nationalism is their 
motivating force. 

(Extracted from Bible Lands, magazine 
of the Jerusalem and Middle East Church 
Association.)  

An Australian who brought a Hong Kong 
market to a standstill with his preaching 
will be the main speaker at a combined 
churches mission in Hurstville later this 
year. 

Canon john Chapman, an international 
convention speaker, will preach at 
"Goodspeak '84" from September 13 to 
23. 

John Chapman said that the people in 
Hong Kong had been fascinated to hear 
his Australian accent translated into 
Chinese. 

"I had preached in places as diverse as 
Philadelphia, Karachi and the Kenyan 
outback," he said, "but this was an 
unfoigettable experience." 

He had been invited to Hong Kong by 
the congregation of St. Andrew's Anglican 
Church in Kowloon. 

Few people had expected such an 
overwhelming response at the market. 

Open air meetings had been held 
before, but always in Chinese. 

"An Aussie speaker, plus the fact that it 
was Christmas, made all the difference," 
said John Chapman. 

"I was surrounded by masses of 
Chinese pressing forward out of curiosity 
and then staying to hear the Christmas 
message."

said Hethat there was a great spiritual 
hunger in Hong Kong where people 
arriving from the mainland found that 
material prosperity failed to answer their 
real need. 

Nearly 6,000 people attended the 
recent South West Outreach at Liverpool 
where he preached in the E.G. Whitlam 
Sports Centre using three interpreters, 

"Each 114111 SIMUUlleOUSly translated 
from sound-proofed rooms to people 
with receivers," John Chapman said. 

"They spoke in Italian, Chinese and 
Spanish." 

"This called for a lot of preliminary 
work as the interpreters had to familiarise 
themselves with my material. 

"I believe in enlivening my talks with 
spontaneous anecdotes, which posed a 
problem especially for the Chinese." 

"However they all burst out laughing 
when the interpreter said that a joke had 
been told but he could not understand 
it!" 

Mr. Chapman said that one of the most 
impressive congregations in his 
experience had been at St. Helen's 
Bishopsgate, London. 

"This church is strategically centred in 
'the city', the hub of banking and 
commercial life. 

"A few years ago it was almost empty, 
now services have to be "doubled-up". 

"Apart from large Sunday services, mid-
week meetings are held for people who 
work nearby. 

"These are so popular that there are 
two sessions each Tuesday to 
accommodate the crowd." 

"It is a thrilling sight to see tycoons of 
British industry sitting on the steps with 
junior clerks to heal the Word of God. 

"A few years ago this historic building 
was almost empty." 

"Now there is standing room only." 

"This shows that the Gospel is as 
relevant as ever to those living in the 
'80's."  

Bishop tutu's Address given on 9th May, 
1984 was prefaced by some brief 
comments on how the South African 
Council of Churches is at present 
providing financial support for the 
political victims of apartheid legislation, 
and supporting several thousand students 
in their educational endeavours both at 
secondary and tertiary levels. He 
proffered a vote of thanks to Australian 
christians on behalf of the South African 
Christians for their support through 
prayer & correspondence as a gesture of 
solidarity against the apartheid policies of 
the South African government. 

The substance of the Bishop's address 
was in the form of a reply to the 
accusation that he constantly mixes 
politics and religion. In standing this 
statement on its head he noted that no 
political social system is amoral, much 
less one that is considered unjust by 
much of the world's community. 
Moreover the Bible speaks clearly on the 
issue of social injustice. Jezebel is 
requited for having Naboth killed despite 
the latters lack of political kudos, this is 
because God intervenes on Naboth's 
behalf as God always acts on injustice 
and oppression. In lambasting Israel's 
abuse of the Old Testament sacrificial 
system, God calls upon her to repent and 
to do justice to the widow, orphan and 
stranger in their midst. For Isreal true 
worship must have repercussions for the 
weak of their own society, God is biased 
to the poor (Isaiah 61:1-2). God's words 
to Isreal could not be divorced from a 
political context and neither can the 
gospel today be divorced from political 
action, 

Jesus rare alignment 
In the New Testament Jesus befriended 

Blind people throughout Australia r an 
now join with the 30,000 regular users of 
Scripture Union's publication 'Daily 
Bread'. This aid to daily Bible reading is 
now available on cassette through 
Christian Blind Mission International, 
based in Hawthorn, Victoria. 

Scripture Union staff are encouraged 
by this extension of the Movement's 
Bible 1,1d1111111111,11 

Christian spirituality is a 
lived faith  ... Page 3 

Editorial: The Twin Evils 
of Apartheid  ... Page 6 

Interview — "Ministry to 
overseas Chinese" 

... Page 7 

Letters  ... Page 11 

the social outcasts of his day and 
therefore christians worship a God who is 
disreputable judging from the company 
he kept. In Matthew 25 true religion is 
pictured as feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, visiting the imprisoned and 
caring for the sick. Jesus rarely aligned 
himself with groups in his society, 
however we see him doing so in this 
passage for he is the God of the 
oppressed. He is also the God of the 
exodus seeking to liberate his people, not 
only from sin, but also political and  • 
economic bondage. 

Mankind created for fellowship 
A man's worth is exceedingly great for 

he is created in God's image and 
accorded the highest status of being 
God's viceroy on earth. This is true even 
for the oppressed, nevertheless the South 
African government says that worth is 
defined by a biological irrelevance, the 
colour of a man's skin. The Bible also 
teaches that mankind is created for 
koinonia, that is, for friendship, 
fellowship, mutual sharing and 
partnership. Adam's lack of a suitable 
partner was the only thing not good in 
God's Creation, and the creation of Eve 
fills out Adam's humanity. So a person is 
a person because of other people and 
humanity is defined by humanity. 
Apartheid with its principle of inferiority 
and segregation defies the basic spiritual 
truth. Jesus Christ's great task is as a 
reconciler, effecting reconciliation 
between man and God, and between 
man and man (Ephesians 2:14ff). But 
Apartheid teaches that mankind is 
irreconcilable and denies this 
foundational truth, this central truth of 
the gospel. 

Continued on page 4 

Margaret Munro, L id, arian for Christian 
Blind Mission International, said: "Since 
advertising the availability of 'Daily Bread' 
resources in our audio magazine late last 
year we have had a great response. Sixty-
five people from all parts of Australia now 
receive cassettes each month, and the 
number continues to increase" 

Voluntary readers transfer the 'Daily 
Bread' resources on to tape, making sure 
to include the date, Bible portion for the 
day, then the discussion material and 
questions. 

One satisfied listener commented: "It 
has been like having a friend to share the 
Word with." Another wrote: "These 
studies are a great help and a wonderful 
blessing to me." A further enthusiastic 
comment from someone who lost their 
sight five years ago and has since been 
unable to read the Bible: "I think these 
'Daily Bread' tapes are a great idea; I really 
was blessed and enjoyed them very 
much. I enjoyed hearing Jacob and his life 
again." 

DO:  You want a different place for your Church Youth 
„ Group weekend get-together 

COME:' to a Crusader Adventure Centre!! 
'AT THE GORGE, THE LAKE OR ON 
THE RIVER 

TELEPHONE: (02) 653 1676 any time for 
more details. 

Moore Coke 
Library 

Blind people now,  share 'Daily Bread' 
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Smaller island nations not shown on map. 
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New British evangelism strategy  Christian Spirituality is a Lived Faith 
Dr. Roberta Hestines is in Sydney at the invitation of World Vision. She is spending her sabbatical from Fuller College in Pasadina 
California travelling extensively. there are two purposes to her travels: firstly to visit areas of famine, hunger and need and looking 
particularly at the work of World Vision. Secondly, to look at the issue of Christian formation: how are Christians growing into the 
image of Christ? Particularly in the Y, world — from Massai land to tribal lands, Ethiopia etc. — and looking al the different influences 
brought to bear on it, Western or otherwise. 

She is an Associate Professor at Fuller where she ha,  been on staff since 1975; and was ordained into the United Presbyterian Church 
where she has been an associate minister since 1974. Dr Hestines spoke in Sydney al a seminar ( undue ted by World Vision. Her 
talk was entitled, "A Protestant look at spiritual formation and direction". 

Luis Palau addressing a London meeting late last year 

Evangelist Plans Global Media Crusade 

London, England 
When international evangelist Luis Palau 
speaks at a 20,000-seat stadium here this 
summer, virtually the entire English-
speaking world will be able to eavesdrop, 
thanks to modern technology and a 
cooperative media project known as 
Commonwealth 84. 

In a campaign backed by nearly 1,600 
London churches, Palau is scheduled to 
preach in Queen's Park Rangers stadium 
six nights a week for six weeks in June 
and lolv. He has arranged with British 

telecom International to transmit same-
day radio broadcasts of the stadium 
rallies during the final week of June. 

Major missionary broadcasters, whose 
stations blanket most of the earth with 
religious and cultural programming, have 
agreed to air the one-hour broadcasts to 
English-speaking people in 31 countries, 
many of them classified as Third World. In 
those countries, churches and para-
church organizations are tooling up to 
persaude millions to listen, and to 
provide counsel to those who heed 
Palau's appeal to become followers of 
Christ. 

The Palau Team is working with the 
Chicago-based Moody Brn.nl,  asting  

Network in planning U.S. radio coverage 
of the London meetings over Moody's 65 
affiliate stations. Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand will also be among the 
nations listening in as Palau preaches the 
gospel in the West London soccer 
stadium. 

Television coverage in the United States 
will include three special programs on the 
London crusade, plus periodic news 
reports. Among those helping Palau plan 
the TV efforts are Christian Broadcasting 
Network of Virginia Beach, VA, Trinity 

Broadcasting Network of Los Angeles, 
Channel 38 in Chicago, and Channel 66 in 
suburban Washington, D.C. They will 
furnish TV crews, equipment, and 
expertise. 

Missionary broadcast organizations 
cooperating with the Commonwealth 84 
gospel blitz include Trans World Radio, 
Far East Broadcasting Association and Far 
East Broadcasting Company, ELWA in 
Liberia, and HCJB in Ecuador. With a 
number of stations and transmitters 
dotted around the globe, these and other 
broadcast groups all feature programs in 
English as well as other languages. 

"We envision multiplied thousands 
making Christian commitments as a result  

of hearing the gospel on these 
broadcasts," commented Palau, 49, who 
was born and raised in Argentina but now 
resides in suburban Portland, Oregon. 

Palau is best known in Latin America, 
where he has preached to millions in 
numerous crusades, and where he is 
heard daily by millions more on two radio 
programs. But Europe has also warmed to 
him in recent years. He preached to 
20,(X00 in Holland a few months ago. He is 
also becoming wider known in the U.S., 
where a crusade is scheduled for 
September in Colorado Springs. 

This summer's London campaign is the 

second phase of a year-long effort for 
Palau. Last autumn, he and several 
associates preached to more than 200,000 
in a series of rallies around London, 
netting 8,000 public affirmations to 
receive Christ or follow him more closely. 

While Palau is holding forth in London, 
evangelist Billy Graham will be preaching 
in several other cities in England. 

Church leaders organizing the Graham 
and Palau crusades say they have not 
seen unity and evangelistic interest 
among Christians in Britain in decades. 
Some are predicting a revival this summer 
on a scale not seen since the visit of 
Chicago evangelist D. L. Moody 100 years 
ago. 

What happens in Britain is still of 
interest to many in the former colonies, 
notes Palau. And with Commonwealth 84, 
he muses, the ripple effect of revival 
could extend worldwide. 

Recent,,  ialau told an overflow 
Easter crowd in Puerto Rica's largest 
stadium that only Jesus Christ has the 
power to bring stability to their society. 

Palau was the major speaker at the 
seven-hour celebration, a rousing 
preview of a week-long Palau crusade 
'next March in San Juan that will be 
broadcast simultaneously throughout the 

Spanish-speaking world. Following the 
British effort this will become Palau's 
second major mull-media evangelistic 
thrust. 

The vocal, jubilant crowd began 
forming at dawn when young people 
gathered to sing in the 27,000-seat 
baseball stadium in Hato Rey, a south San 
Juan suburb. By midday the crowd, 
estimated by a local newspaper at 35,000 
had jammed the playing field and stands 
under the hot Puerto Rican sun. 

In the rally's climax, an estimated 1,000 
people responded publicly to Palau's 
request that they dedicate their lives to 
Jesus Christ. 

Christian spirituality 

There are quite different ways of looking 
at this, according to the different christian 
traditions a person comes from. I see it in 
terms of the image of a rope — various 
strands woven into a whole, each being 
on its own insufficient to hold a weight, 
but together being strong. 

What are the strands? 

Strand 1: spirituality as a personal 
relationship with God in Christ through 
the Holy Spirit. 

This has both theological and personal 
significance. My family was hostile to 
Christianity and wouldn't allow the 
children any contact with it, saying they 
must, when adult, make their own 
decision. Thin left in me an enormous 
vacuum: what was life for? In late 
adolescence, I went to church, and found 
I believed in God. But my understanding 
of him was as a powerful, creative force 
—God at a distance. At university I found 
that this great God wanted to relate to us 
personally—and my life was radically 
transformed. I discovered that it was not 
enough to have knowledge but I must 
have a relationship with God. 

All definitions of Christian spirituality 
must begin here. 

Strand 2: the journey towards wholeness. 

Jesus' summary of the law was the call 
to love God with your whole heart, mind 
and soul and your neighbour as yourself. 
1 realised the totality of the response 
required, which deepens as we 
understand his character; and in loving 
our neighbours finding how surprising 
they can be. 

It is a journey. A person doesn't start all 
at once understanding all. Paul in Phil. 3 
asked that he might know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection — and he was 
a long way along the road since his 
conversion. 

Strand 3: Our Christian behaviour — the 
religious practices we engage in. Many 
people in their definition of Christian 
spirituality would start here. It is the 
participation in corporate worship, prayer 
and spiritual discipline, the behaviour of a 
person which is new to him when he 
becomes part of the Christian 
community. It is also what we don't do, 
because we are Christians — "to be holy 
as I am holy". 

It is our conduct which we are set apart 
positively to do, and not including those 
things we are called on to set aside. 

Strand 4: In the old language 'Christian 
virtues', in modern 'Christian character', 
and in Biblical terms 'living with the fruit 
of the Spirit', ie. love, joy, peace, patience, 
goodness, kindness and self-control. 

It is the way in which our character is 
being shaped, as our convictions are  

expressed through personality and the 
quality of our life. 

Strand 5: social concern and social 
engagement. 

James 1 speaks of true religion as 
'visiting widows and orphans and keeping 
cneself unstained from the world'. The 
Biblical thrust of involvement with the 
poor, oppressed and needy is shown in 
the call of the Prophets, and in Jesus' life 
recorded in the gospels. 

As Christians, we learn to care. We see 
in the gospels how the disciples trivialised 
or ignored the needy — e.g. Bartimaeus, 
the blind beggar whom they asked to 
keep quiet — but Jesus stopped the 
whole procession to hear him, talk to 
him, and to heal him. Or the mothers 
who brought their children to Jesus to 
bless — they tried to send thee) away, 
Jesus told them to bring them to him. 
And the prostitutes, tax collectors and 
sinners — and women. Note how amazed 
the disciples were to find Jesus talking to 
the woman of Samaria. 

He was engaged with people who were 
beyond those in his fold. He taught his 
followers to see those they would tend to 
ignore, or push to the margin. He shows 
sensitivity and concern for the poor and 
needy. 

Strand 6: one summary of all strands: or 
that which wraps them together—life 
lived in, through and by the Holy Spirit. 

A person has new life and reconciled to 
God through Christ, and able to say 
'Abba Father' as the Spirit intercedes for 
him, enabling him to turn to be a witness. 

These strands attempt to show the 
depths and complexity of Christian 
spirituality. 

So what is our task as leaders of 
the people God has given us in 

the church? 
What are the Biblical images of 

the Christian life? 

This is the image taken from Exodus 
and Numbers, which 1 Cor. 10 tells us 
were written for our instruction, and is 
normative in understanding the Christian 
life. 

Elements 

a) Oppression. The people were weak, 
and were being treated unjustly. They 
were astonished to find that God is 
not automatically on the side of the 
powerful. 

b) Deliverance — The God who cares 
acts mightily to deliver. In the NI this 
image shows people oppressed by sin, 
delivered by Christ. Note Moses' effort 
to deliver by his own hands failed 
utterly. 

c) Celebration. As Israel crosses the Red  

Sea after the Passover and experience 
the delivery of God, Miriam leads all 
the people in song 'Sing to the Lord he 
has acted gloriously; the horse and 
rider are thrown into the sea.' Some 
people want to finish the image here; 
and sing such songs as 'Every day with 
Jesus is sweeter than the day before'. 
The song is a half truth — some days 
are worse. 
There is one more element:— 

di Wilderness: God is with the people in 
the midst of wilderness. Wilderness is 
real, and part of the Christian journey. 
There is no issue as to whether a 
person will or will not experience 
wilderness—the issue is how he will 
deal with it when it comes. No one 
can force others into saying they won't 
experience it. Israel's wilderness 
experience is a sad record read in the 
NT. not as a guideline, but a warning. 
Israel's primary mode of response is to 
complain: the words used are 
'murmuring', 'bitter', 'cynical'. They 
have a distorted memory of the past. 
134 months after their delivery they 
complain '0 for the pots of meat in 
Egypt'. They had forgotton they never 
had pots of meat in Egypt. They 
wanted to trade the deliverance of 
God for 'the cucumbers of Egypt! 

They refused to believe in the promise 
for the future — and their disbelief 
prevented their entry into the 
promised land. 

However, Col. 3:15 —'... and be 
thankful', is what God wants of us. The 
characteristic Christian response is 
gratitude — not complaining. Paul 
sees this as a choice from a right 
remembering, not a silly thankfulness. 

I have been a pastor for nearly 20 
years, and I sometimes wonder about 
the lack of thankfulness. Ste live in 
hope as a pilgrim people. ; here are 
serious consequences of the way in 
which we conduct our pilgrimage. 

One way to see Christianity is as a static 
reality. The job is then to simply maintain 
it till heaven. The things called for are to 
go to church, to do nothing grossly 
immoral — and give money. 

(But note re. immorality — Israel's sin 
was grumbling, and this discontent led 
sometimes to immorality — but 
grumbling was the basic cause.) 

Scripture sees it as a positive pilgrimage 
— it has a goal, its not just wandering. To 
accomplish that goal, things have to be 
done, lessons learnt. It is a dynamic view. 
Are we as a congregation prepared to 
sustain that? It makes possible growth, 
not just maintenance. 

2. Running a race 

We are not only pilgrims, we are 
running a race. So we are a disciplined 
people. You don't win races by being 

casual — which is a common complaint. 
Enormous energy needs to be expended 
in a goal-orientated way — see Phil 3 —
to win a prize. Paul elsewhere speaks of 
pummelling his body, and being under 

discipline. 
The problem in Western culture is that 

we are not running the Christian race, but 
the rat race. In America, most middle 
class families keep guinea pigs in cages, 
which have wheels in them to allow them 
exercise. How many revolutions do the 
guinea pigs make — and how little 
distance? 

used to think that success in the 
Christian life was tied up with the effort I 
put into it. Now I ask, is it disciplined to 
the goal of the will of God? Could we say 
at the end of our life as Jesus did 'I have 
completed the work you give me to do'? 
Not every sick person was healed, or 
village in Palestine preached to: the need 
didn't drive him. The will of God was his 
impetus. What part of the need are we • 
committed to? 

3. Vine/branches 

Notice the great intimacy of this image 
of God and his people. Jesus told his 
disciples 'I am the vine, you are the 
branches ... abide in me .. God himself 
is with us — we are called to abide in 
him. This intimacy with God shapes who 
see are, what we do. 

.. so you shall bear much fruit.' 

My definition of fruit has changed over 
the years. Now I do not see it as the 
number of people I have brought to 
Christ. It seems to me that scripture uses 
the word fruit to mean the fruit of the 
Spirit, the life of God in and through us. 
When I read Jesus say 'Apart from me you 
can do nothing', I thought it wasn't true. 
You can run programmes, preach services 
without him. But this isn't what he was 
saying. He said 'Apart from me you 
cannot have the fruit of the Spirit.' Apart, 
you can be busy, but you won't produce 
godliness. 

There are other Biblical images, but 
these show some sense of what God 
wants people to know and experience.. 

That is, to be pilgrims with a goal, 
disciplined and abiding in Christ. Not 
casual, careless or complaining. 

Consumer Christianity is now a big 
time thing in America, as people shop 
around for the church they want, services 
they like. It shows a casual commitment 
to Christ, a shallow understanding of 
Biblical truth — a long way from a pilgrim 
people. 

This is true broadly enough that I am 
concerned for the church. 

There is widespread Biblical illiteracy. 
People have Bibles but they are dusty. 
People don't know the great story of the 
Bible—they only know bits and pieces, 
and have very little understanding of the 
whole. Research into this in America is 
frightening. People put Abraham and 
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"Autumn School" 

Nearly 100 people from northern NSW & 
Queensland attended the annual 
"Autumn School" at Copeton Dam (near 
Inverell) over the weekend April 27-29). 

Graham Farley from Wee Waa chaired 
the weekend while Ken Allen of 
Gunnedah led 3 stimulating studies from 
the book of Jonah. 

Several missionaries of the Society were 
present including: The Laws from Nepal, 
Margaret Thornton on leave from 
Tanzania, Francis Boland from Japan & 
The Wiggs who spent some years in 
Tanzania. Branch General Secretary Don 
Campbell was also present. 

A special childrens' Ministry was led by 

Ann Douglas & Margie Ross of 
Gunnedah. 

It was a most encouraging and 
profitable weekend. 

Clergy Wives Conference 

The annual conference for the wives of 
the clergy of the Diocese was held in 
Tamworth from April 30 to May 2. Mrs. 
Betty Chiswell chaired the Conference to 
which some twenty ladies came: from 
Collarenebri to Walcha and Mungindi to 
Quirindi. 

The Studies this year were given by 
Canon John Chapman, currently from 
Sydney, but also an "old boy" of the 
Armidale Diocese! John gave valuable 
input on the Old Testament. 

News from Armidale 

Handling our 
differences 

Middle-aged church-goers with teenage 
children can be caught in the centre of 
conflict between the tastes of the young 
and that of the elderly in such matters as 
styles of church music, or greater or 
lesser degrees of formality or innovation 
in the services. Sometimes I have found 
myself defending both the old to the 
young and the young to the old, trying to 
bridge the gap and keep the peace. I 
don't envy having to do the same from a 
position of leadership. It's easy to please 
neither group, and to end up the 
proverbial 'meat in the sandwich'. 

No doubt the middle generation can 
be as stubborn and intransigent as either 
of the others, but possibly our exposure 
to both can make us more tolerant of 
their foibles. However, the most 
vehement defender in our church of the 
music preferences of the average 
teenager, and the rightness of such musk 
being used in church services, is a lady of 
grandmotherly vintage. 

I debated and questioned the use of 
pop music in an article earlier this year 
(Pop Goes the Gospel, Feb. 20), but this 
lady says she's delighted to hear such 
music in church, even though it's not to 
her personal taste, so long as it means 
that young people are there to hear the 
gospel. I'm not going to revive that 
debate, however. 

Accepting each other 

I'm concerned rather to applaud the 
attitude she shows; it is one of openness 
and love to the young, with a willingness 
to accept them and their preferences. It is 
equally refreshing to meet youngsters 
who are sensitive to the feelings and 
tastes of the elderly, who make up goodly 
proportions of many congregations. How 
to keep all the generations content at 
once is a challenge indeed; flexibility and 
give and take are necessary. We must 
"welcome one another, therefore, as 
Christ has welcomed you, to the glory of 
God." (Romans 15:7 RSV) The New 
International Version has "Accept one 
another". 

Sometimes I'm surprised at an 
unexpected and incongruous sharpness 
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of intolerance towards the young in an 
older person I expected to be genuinely 
loving and eager to be tolerant of 
'differences in the interests of true unity in 
the Spirit It gives me the same kind of 
shock I get when I suddenly strike a 
vicious seam of racial hatred when in 
conversation with someone I imagined 
would find that attitude untenable. 

That we may be one 

For handling our differences in love, 
every church could do with an annual 
dose of teaching based on Romans 14 
and 15. That teaching forms the core of 
Michael Harper's small paperback "That 
We May Be One" (Hodder & Stoughton, 
1983, $4.95). It is an appeal to Christians, 
both within their congregations and on 
the wider scene, to avoid sinful 
divisiveness and to accept one another, 
with our differences, warts and all. He's 
not just talking about the generation gap, 
but about sharp differences over doctrine 
and the nature of the church which may 
lead, especially in the heady excitement 
of renewal, to groups of Christians 
splitting off from the "dead" or resistant 
main denominations to form "pure" new 
churches. 

He asks: "Should all Churches be 'pure' 
in the sense of having only true Christians 
as members, or can the Church be a 
mixture of the good and the bad, the 
spiritual and the carnal, the dedicated 
and the half-hearted, the free and the 
formal, the committed and the nominal, 
the renewed and the unrenewed?" (P.9) 
Harper clearly considers the first ideal 
neither attainable nor even desirable in 
this present world. 

He corrects fallacies about the alleged 
purity of the New Testament churches, on 
which most breakaway groups try to 
model themselves. For instance, the Lord 
Jesus, addressing the far from perfect 
seven churches in Revelation 1-3, never 
calls on the faithful to leave them and 
start pure new churches. Nor is there any 
blueprint in the New Testament as to how 
a church should be governed and its 
worship regulated, Harper maintains. 

Expounding Romans 14 and 15, he says 
we must distinguish between essentials 
and non-essentials —"For the Kingdom 
of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit" (14:17). Easier said than done, 
of course, to agree on what is or is not 
essential, but our aim must be (v. 19) to 
pursue "what makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding." 

Tension Points 

Harper goes on to tackle briefly a 
number of tension points — issues which 
can and do divide Churches. They are 
water baptism, Scripture and tradition, 
the ministry of women, the ministry of 
modern "apostles" and "prophets", and 
the Second Coming. 

His charismatic viewpoint is evident, 
but like the late David Watson, he is on 
the whole wise and balanced; perhaps I 
find them so because in each case their 
background is one of evangelical 
Anglicanism. I know not all my readers 
will agree with me in approval of the 
charismatic/evangelical Anglican 
combination — but let's hope our 
differences can be contained within the 
imperative of loving acceptance. 

lust as Harper, together with others like 
Watson, Michael Green and Michael 
Cassidy, writes often on themes of 
reconciliation within the church, so do 
in this small column, because the need is 
always there for reminders about how we 
may truly be one in Christ 

1984 

I he Bible has been translated into many 
languages, but now there is an edition in 
a different language. The language of 
childien. The "International Children's 
Version", priced at $15.95 (recommended 
retail price) is being marketed by Anzea 
Bookhouse throughout Australia and has 
already drawn very favourable comments. 

Dr. Leon Morris, Australian Theologian 
and Author, has examined the publication 
and commented, "The short sentences 
and simple translation make it easy to 
understand and the meaning of the 
original is carefully preserved". 

This is claimed to be the first authentic 
Children's Bible. It is not a Bible 
storybook, not a paraphrase edition and 
not just an Adult Bible in a children's 
wrapper. The International Children's 
Version New Testament is a completely 
new, fully reliable translation written from 
the original text—with children in mind! 

"I warmly commend the International 
Children's Version to all mothers and 
grandmothers!" said Mrs. A. M. 
Chambers, noted women's speaker and 
author. "You will find your children will 
begin to enjoy reading the Bible. 
Something you have always wanted them 
to do. They will love the illustrations. They 
are fresh and vivid — definitely appealing 
to the modern child," commented Mrs. 
Chambers. 

"This text brings out the Greek Tenses 

Untold suffering 

Apartheid causes untold suffering. Men 
are separated from their families for many 
months unable to take them to their 
place of work. Massive black population 
shifts are regularly inforced by the South 
African government whose final solution 
is to strip blacks of their citizenship, and 
turn them into aliens in the land of their 
birth. Many are held in solitary 
confinement with an indefinite delay in 
their trial proceedings. Apartheid has led 

to the death of many innocent people. All 
this in a country whose government 
policy is to disrupt families and be a food 
exporter, yet allowing his own black 
children to starve. If the morality of 
apartheid is unclear one need only judge 
it by its effects so see that it is evil. 

It is true that Mr. Bothar (South African 
Prime Minister) is allowing other races to 
participate in government, yet their 
remains separate political chambers for 
whites, coloureds and Indians, with all 
parliamentary committees heavily loaded 
in favour of white opinion. South Africa's 
problems will not be solved by external 
detente but only by round table 
discussion involving all community 
leaders in an equitable role within South 
Africa itself. Why does Mr. Bothar sonsult 
London and Bonn yet not his own people 
in South Africa on these issues? 

Bishop Tutu then exhorted his 
audience to pray for God's grace so that 
South Africa might realise that true 
humanity consists of men functioning 
together as free and equal beings, also to 
keep abreast of the international news, 
receiving it with a critical mind knowing 
that the South African government is 
spending millions of dollars on the spread 
of disinformation. There should be 
concern for justice and human rights 
were it is needed, both in Australia as well 
as in South Africa, and to never allow the 
Australian government to collaborate or 
compromise in the issue of apartheid. 

accurately and clearly," stated Stanley M. 
Horton, Th.D., Professor of New 
Testament, Assemblies of God Graduate 
School. "It used simple language without 
over-simplifying. I would not hesitate to 
give the I.C.V. to my grandchildren". 

Two University tests have been carried 
out on the new International Children's 
Version. The result indicated it is "the 
easiest for children to read and 
understand, and the most suitable version 
of all for children". 

The uniqueness of this version is that its 
readability level is four years below that 
of any other translation and is therefore 
truly a Children's Bible. 

Dr. Charles K. Kinzer of the Vanderbilt 
University conducted a comparative 
study on the I.C.V. and four other major 
translations. The report summary states 
that the I.C.V. was clearly the easiest 
version for children to comprehend when 
compared with four other popular 
translations. 

The General Editor of the Pocket 
Macquarie Dictionary in Australia, Mr. 
David Blair states, "I like the obvious 
control the translators have exercised 
over both sentence structure and 
vocabulary — not only in the text itself, 
hut also in the explanatory notes at the 
bottom of each page. I heartily 
recommend it for children of primary 
school age". 

Finally, in helping those who seek for 
political equality and democricy in South 
Africa and in praying that peace may 
come soon to that land, to remember that 
Jesus has been triumphant over death, 
that good has truimphed over evil, love 
over hate, and that light is more powerful 
than darkness. This freedom will come to 
the oppressed, to South Africa, for "if 
God be for us who can be against us" 
(Romans 8:31b). 

Question Time 

In response to a question on the 
attitude of the National Country Party 
Liberal coalition's attitude towards 
apartheid, Bishop Tutu stated that he had 
a meeting with Mr. Mackellar, opposition 
spokesman on foreign affairs, and Mr. 
Peacock, leader of the opposition, who 
stated that although their policy 
statement does not contain a specific 
reference to apartheid or South Africa, 
there had been no shift from Mr. Fraser's 
position on apartheid, that is, they 
abhored it and were opposed to it. On 
the issue of separate racial development 
within South Africa the Bishop responded 
by saying that it was theoretically possible 
if all racial groups forming the country 
were to come to an equitable agreement. 
However, this was not likely in South 
Africa at the present time since not all 
groups are politically equitable and 
minority groups own the majority of the 
land. The Bishop considered that the 
Dutch Reformed Church in its official 
policy had not changed its position on 
apartheid though there were encouraging 
signs of some dissention within its 
members. The Bishop categorised the 
Church of England in South Africa as a 
group that doesn't believe in mixing 
religion with politics. And finally he 
encouraged the continuing of sports 
boycotts and trade sanctions as a useful 
means of exerting pressure for a peaceful 
political solution in that country. 

(See Editorial page 6) 

New Bible — just for kids 

Black Agony in South Africa continued 

Easter at Bathurst 

Every year at Easter the motor-cycle races 
on Mt Panorama draw thousands of 
enthusiasts to the normally quiet country 
town of Bathurst. Once again The Den 
coffee shop opened its doors to the cold, 
the drunk, and the often lonely bikers 
who come down from their campsites on 
'The Mountain° looking for warm food, 
some music, and, perhaps, someone to 
talk to. 

The Den is a unique form of Christian 
outreach. Over the years it has become as 
much a part of the culture at Bathurst as 
the races and the bikies themselves. 
Riders can be seen at the weekend's close 
proudly displaying Den signs on the front 
of their machines as they begin the long 
journey home. Some characters have 
been loyally attending the coffee shop for 
over 15 years. Consistency and 
dependability are important issues to the 
biker. The fact that The Den is now in its 
20th year straight often means more to 
him than a lot of 'Christian talk'. As one 
old faithful regular, speaking to a 
"greenie" team member, said, "You come 
back for the next two years and I'll know 
you're fairdinkum!" 

Says Gary Wagstaffe, veteran team 
member who attended the second Den in 

the 1984 school year sees an increase in 
the Christian Studies teaching staff at 
Galston High School in Sydney's north-
western suburbs. Miss Lyn Searle, full 
time teacher through 1983, is joined by 
Mr Garry Watts who will be teaching part-
time. Lyn is a trained primary teacher, a 
graduate of the Baptist Bible College, and 
is experienced in work with young 
people. Garry, who was school captain in 
his final year at Pennant Hills High, has 
had several years experience in the 
teaching of Scripture in both primary and 
High Schools in Sydney; he is also well 
qualified to contribute to school life at 
Galston in other ways, holding a soccer 
coaching certificate from the Australian 
Soccer Federation. Both Lyn and Garry 
have contact with students not only in 
the class situation but also through their 
participation in other school activities. 

The Christian Studies program at 
Galston High was initiated in 1983 by a 
committee representing the churches of 

In his Presidential Address to the Synod, 
Bishop George Hearn drew attention to 
the need for the church to have a valid 
and authentic relationship with the state. 
He said that church members tend to see 
their relationship with the state in terms 
of models from the past and this fact is 
"expressed in the unssillingness of many 
Christians to become involved in social 
justice and attitudes of often submissive 
acquiescence to political leaders of the 
right, left and centre. It is against such a 
world and social context that we need to 
address the issues of unemployment, 
peace and war, social welfare, 
pornography etc., not seeking to impose 
our dominant will upon an enemy state. 

Bishop Hearn went on to identify \alai 

1966, "Bikies are affected by actions 
rather than words. When a rider comes 
into The Den he is accepted for who he 
is. When he sits down at a table there's a 
Christian there who is more interested in 
listening to him, rather than telling him 
things. When a person enters The Den he 
starts to expand as a person because 
there is room for him to do so. It is in that 
moment of growth that the message of 
Jesus has real meaning." 

A favourite story of Gary's concerns the 
year a bikie gang, the Satans of Valhalla, 
decided to take over The Den one Friday 
night When over 30 of them invaded the 
front floor area of the hall they were 
more than surprised when, instead of 
being confronted, the waitresses brought 
out cushions for them to sit on! Bill Perry, 
one of the gang's leaders who became a 
Christian that weekend, told us, "I saw 
two miracles happen that weekend. One, 
that there wasn't a single fight between 
rival gang members — the place was like 
common ground. Second, that the whole 
hall of half-drunk bikies gave over their 
booze to be minded when Mal Garvin 
came on stage and explained that The 
Den didn't have a liquor licence. That is 
unheard of! Normally bikies would rather 
give up their women than their booze!" 

the Galston district; this committee 
continues to oversee the program. The 
Christian Studies program is not intended 
to displace the clergy of the district, who 
have taken Scripture classes in the school 
for many years; rather, it is seen as an 
opportunity for more frequent and in-
depth coverage of classes. Lyn and Garry 
take classes in years 7 to 9, and the clergy 
and lay helpers take classes in the higher 
years. The committee is grateful for the 
support of the clergy in this venture, and 
also acknowledges with gratitude the co-
operation of the Headmaster and staff at 
Galston High in the commencement and 
continuation of this work. 

Teacher's salaries and all expenses are 
met,  by voluntary donations from 
churches and interested individuals; the 
budget for the program in 1984 is $36,000. 
Tax deductibility for donations has been . 
approved by the Australian Tax Office. 

Report from the Committee 

areas of the Anglican Church's ministry 
and mission within the Diocese of 
Rockhampton. These were Christian 
initiation and formation, particularly the 
church's attitude to baptism and 
confirmation, and the admission of young 
baptised children to Holy Communion 
prior to confirmation; the development of 
concepts of lay and clerical ministry, an 
area in which the Diocese of 
Rockhampton is a leader in the Australian 
church; the development of Careforce, 
the church's family welfare agency; the 
church's greatly expanded ministry to 
aboriginal and islander communities; a 
concern with the particular social issues 
of unemployment, video pornography, 
and world peace. 

Conflict in marriage is inevitable but it is 
riot necessarily going to produce a 
deterioration in the relationship. On the 
contrary, conflict can be handled openly 
and constructively, and if this is done the 
outcome can be a better understanding 
between the couple and a better 
response to the circumstances which led 
to the conflict in the first place. 
Unfortunately not all conflict is handled 
by means of such constructive processes 
and to such helpful effect. 

Sometimes conflict involves clashes of 
will and personality. This suggests that 
differences go well beyond a conflict over 
means to achieve ends, but extends to a 
dispute over the ends themselves. 
Conflict over fundamental ends or goals 
involves a substantial clash of values in 
which each person can seek to establish 
their view of "what ought to be done" in 
order to achieve "what ought to be 
achieved". This clash of "oughts" is a 
clash of strongly held values and is the 
kind of clash which can generate a great 
deal of tension in which communication 
deteriorates as destructive conflict 
processes take over. There are three main 
features to the destructive conflict 
process. 

The first feature involves the style of 
communication which typifies the 
process. Communications become closed 
and hostile. That is, one-way angry 
remarks which come across, quite 
properly, as attacks upon the other 
person rather than as comments on the 
issue at hand. These kinds of remarks 
indicate lack of respect and trust for the 
other person, their point of view, and 
their values concerning the matter under 
debate. The debate deteriorates into an 
exchange of largely irrelevant 
communications designed to so destroy 
the other person and their viewpoint, that 
the matter is "settled" virtually by default. 
Such a "victory" rarely occurs be cause 
the other person is trying the s'...me 
strategy and neither party is prepared to 
retreat or to surrender. 

The second feature involves the style of 
influence which typifies the destructive 
conflict process. Each person is trying to 
influence the other to dismiss a viewpoint 
and to adopt their own. In destructive 
conflict this becomes a heavy-handed 
form of influence. One attacks the worth 
of the other (and hence the value of their 
viewpoint) and one seeks to impose one's 
own viewpoint by means of power. This 
is in contrast to constructive styles of 
influence in which reason prevails by 
means of a respectful, fair and equitable 
sharing of logical arguments, suggestions 
and opinions aimed at achieving a joint 
solution. 

The destructive style of influence 
involves no place for respect, fairness or 
equity. Reason is overwhelmed by power-
plays involving put-downs, raised voices, 
bullying, appeals to authority pure-and-
simple, physical violence, and even 
hysterical claims that "God is on their 
side". 

The third feature of the destructive 
conflict process is an escalation or 
intensification of the conflict. Things 
simply go from bad to worse. This is 
hardly surprising given the first two 
features already described. The angry and 
closed forms of communication and the 
heavy handed unreasonable forms of 
influence cumulate to intensify the 
'hostility and.the alienation between the 
couple. 

They now begin to misperceive one 
another because of their anger and 
frustration. Even the issue under debate 
becomes distorted and exaggerated. In 
fact, sometimes the "first cause" of their 

dispute becomes lost as old wounds 
become re-opened and issues from the 
past come to emerge as "new" targets for 
battle. All is lost but no one is prepared to 
admit it, too much appears to be at stake 
and neither party is prepared to retreat. 
The language of war is all too appropriate 
for what is occurring in a destructive 
conflict process! 

Further intensification may occur as the 
couple force themselves into such a 
hopeless and emotional situation. They 
now begin to exaggerate their differences 
by taking more extreme positions than 
those which produced the initial dispute. 
This often happens in disputes of this 
type. One finds oneself expressing an 
exaggerated and distorted view of what 
was first desired. This happens as a 
reaction to the arguments one feels 
forced to rebut, to the emotions 
generated by the hostility of the other 
person and to the felt need to win this 
dispute at all costs, for to give in is to let 
a person who appears to despise you rule 
over you. One victory of this type is 
feared, for it can be believed that it will 
set the pattern for a long time to come. 

Destructive conflict is all too cci-mon 
among married couples and within 
families. Christians are certainly not 
immune to it and it is not confined to 
marital and family situations. Destructive 
conflict can occur in church committees, 
Parish Councils, Bible study groups, Rural 
Deaneries and even in Synod, just to 
mention a few examples. 

How can it be avoided? The key is to 
understand what can happen, and armed 
with that knowledge, to be able to 
recognize the early signs of the process. It 
is lack of mutual respect and lack of a 
desire for opennness which sets things off 
on the wrong course. Our aim must be to 
love one another, expressing a sensitivity 
and open-mindedness that can only have 
the Holy Spirit as its source. 

When Paul was writing to the Ephesians 
about their relationships he described the 
attitudes we need. He told the Ephesian 
Christians to "....put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to his neighbour, for we 
are all members of one body. In your 
anger do,not sin." (Eph. 4:25-26). He went 
on to suggest: "Do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen ... get rid of all bitterness, rage and 
anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as Christ God forgave 
you." (4:29-32). 

Destructive conflict aims to overwhelm 
and to defeat another person. 
Constructive conflict is about things, and 
can be settled gainfully when the parties 

.. submit to one another out t..,1 
reverence to Christ". (Fphesians 5:21). 
This kind of attitude fr.cilitates a more 
constructive approach to conflict. This 
approach can involve careful and 
respectful clarification sf values aimed at 
producing the pursuit of joint goals. 

REMOVALS 
Small or Large • 

STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS 
Reasonable and Reliable 

SMITH OWENS SERVICE 
9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH 

Phone: 84 6487 
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539 

A High School experiment 

Rockhampton Synod 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, MAY 28, 1984-5 

s Conflict Bad? 

Alan Craddock 



&//1104thi 
The Twin Evils of Apartheid 

Apartheid, as practised by the South 
African government, suffers from two 
evils. 

Untold Suffering 
First, the theoretical background and 

implementation of the concept of 
separate development by the 
government of South Africa and many 
of the opinion leaders in the white 
Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk cuts 
clear across the teachings of the Bible 
and causes untold misery. 

In the early 1960's, prominent 
members of the N.G. Church restated 
the case for a church policy in matters 
of racial differentiation closely aligned 
to a certain metaphysical view of the 
state or nation. The idea of a people or 
Volk as a divinely ordained entity was 
stressed. It was argued that God had 
created the white nation of South Africa 
as one of many autonomous spheres of 
existence. Further, these spheres had 
been endowed by the Creator with their 
own inner structures, their own 
particular "law of life" to which 
absolute obedience was owed. Such a 
"law of life" was as much part of the 
inner structure of created things as are 
natural laws. 

So the following sorts of sentiments 
were expressed in the NC. Church 
weekly Die Kerkbode between 1961-4: 

"Justice is therefore no cowardly 
surrender of one's own strivings, 
rights and claims. Justice is 
obedience. Justice is to live 
according to the rule or law of the 
Creator. To act according to the 
law for your own life is to express 
your own pure character and 
identity. Your own particular 
character is therefore your "law of 
life" and the obedience to it is 
justice. Therefore we say that 
autogenous development is the 
best exercise of justice. Justice is 
plurality." 
"Whoever deserts his own post 
and endangers his future, who by 
virtue of a misconception of love 
or justice, undertakes to fulfill the 
task of someone else is not 
exercising justice but is disloyal to 
his own calling and law of life ..." 
(Trans. is from W.A. de Klerk, The 
Puritans in Africa, 1975, p 259). 
But justice, or the practice of right 

relationships in the Bible is not so much 
the assertion of one's own rights, 
whether natural or legal, but giving the 
other person their due. Further, the 
Bible does not summon us to look 
inwards to a "law of life" apparent in 
the history and movements of a people 
or race, but, outward to the clear words 
publicly given by God on Mount Sinai 
such as: "you shall have no other gods 
but me; you shall not steal; you shall not 
covet ..." Jesus summarised the law in 
these terms: "you shall love God ... and 
you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself." 

It is also Jesus, the Holy One of God, 
we are summoned to look at for our 
model of obedience. In the matter of 
deciding between contending 
neighbourly interests  whether 
culturally, racially, or however defined 
-- we should aim to pursue their 

benefit, even at the expense of ours. 
So, in this specific problem of 

separate development of fundamentally 
incompatable cultures. Abraham is the 
concrete example. Even though 
Abraham was the senior and the more 
powerful, in order to peacably resolve 
their land rights conflict he lets this 
junior, less mature man choose what he 
wanted first —even though it meant the 
richest pastures for Lot and the desert 
for Abraham. 

"Is not the whole land before you? 
Separate yourself frorp me. If you 
take the left hand then I will go to 
the right. Or if you take the right 
hand then I will go to the left." And 
Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the 
Jordan Valley was well watered 
everywhere like the garden of the 
Lord ... So Lot chose." (Gen 13) 
One can perhaps understand why a 

powerful, secular government will act 
with self-interest as its all-controlling 
agenda, but for the christian church to 
do that, to advise that "obedience ... to 
the law of your own life" is justice, and 
whoever "undertakes to fulfill the task 
of someone else" suffers from "a 
misconception of love or justice" is to 
prostitute the Bible and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to a "blood and soil" 
mentality that mimics, even 
inadvertently, a thorough pagan 
mysticism. It is no coincidence that the 
N.G.K. refuses to allow a black servant 
to take the Lord's Supper with his white 
master in the same church. The 
indescribable misery and fear which has 
followed from this understanding of 
separate development is well 
documented enough not to need . 
extensive elaboration here: the greedy 
rapaciousness of the white land grab, 
the detention without trial and the 
forceful uprooting of blacks from their 
homes, the deliberate policy of not 
allowing a sub-city of one and a half 
million people in Soweto adequate 
shopping and cultural complexes less 
they become focal points for the 
exchange and fostering of black 
political views amongst this planned 
enclave of low-payed "indentured" 
labour in the midst of a sea of high-
living whites, the removal of a brown-
skinned natural born child of racially 
pure white parents from a white school 
to a coloured one up-country after 
extensive blood tests and 
questionnaires as to the sexual practices 

The christian church in South Africa 
has very badly let down that great 
nation's government with some very 
poor advice. 

Failure of Understanding 
The second evil which besets 

apartheid in South Africa is the failure of 
the governments and peoples, and 
christian churches, elsewhere in the 
world to understand its biblical and 
historical roots. 

South Africa consists of 4.5 million 
whites who have lived there for over 250 
years and are now surrounded by 17 
million blacks. For various reasons, 
amongst them great distances of 
culture, history and race, these groups 
at this point in history are incompatable. 

Tribalism, tribal war and even genocide 
are still grim realities of the African 
continent. There is no realistic reason 
why a small southern African tribe 
further distinguished by being white 
should hope to escape such a fate. And 
unlike the whites of Zimbabwe they are 
too numerous and too far culturally 
separated to be absorbed back into 
Britain, the Netherlands or even 
Australia. 

To this sort of situation, where two 
groups cannot dwell together, the Bible 
gives "separateness" as the honourable 
and God given solution in Genesis 13, 
Deut 32:8 and Acts 17:26-27: "And he 
made from every nation of men to live 
on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their habitation, that they 
should seek God ..." 

Our own governments, after the 
manifest failure over 80 years of the 
policy of assimilation have now at last 
granted Aboriginals unequal land rights 
in order to protect their culture, self-
esteem and very survival from further 
incursions by an often less than 
beneficial white culture. "Unequal" land 
rights because they are greater than 
those given to non-Aboriginal citizens 
who do not own the minerals under 
their feet. Australian Aboriginal land 
rights is apartheid, or separate 
development, in the very best christian 
and socialist sense of the word. Our 
objections to land rights come more 
from sinful self-centredness than from 
biblical principle. And our objection to 
seeing these as "apartheid" comes more 
from emotional reactions to the South 
African dilemma than from 
understanding. 

One does not expect a secular 
Australian government to understand 
and verbalise the biblical principle of 
separate development any more than its 
South African counterpart. But one 
would have hoped that the christian 
church might have. It is a great sadness 
that Australian evangelical spokesmen 
said nothing of Abraham, Lot and Acts 
17:26 in recent public statements. To 
criticise the government of South Africa 
on less than biblical grounds, although 
culturally acceptable, is only to obscure 
the truth and thus contribute to thLd 
country's mounting misery. 

Two Evils, Three Reactions 
Faced with South Africa, christians 

have publicly reacted in one of three . 
ways. We have all too often uncritically 
advanced the principle of separate 
development and further entrenched a 
sinful institution. Or we have 
vociferously denounced their white 
government without due reference to 
the historical and biblical realities 
involved and thus contributed further to 
the unhearing laager mentality of the 
South African leaders. Or, a few, 
(perhaps foo few), have moderated or 
curbed public utterances and actively 
sought in face to face contacts with 
religious, government, business and 
academic leaders to show them the 
biblical absurdity of their stance with its 
dreadful consequences, and instead 
encouraged the path of Christlikeness: 
"Is not the whole land before you ... 
you choose." 
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During his recent visit to Australia we interviewed Dr. Thomas Wang of the Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelism, 
CCCOWE, which is based in Hong Kong. Dr Wang was invited by the Sydney Anglican's Home Mission Society to view their work 
and address several meetings. 

Ministry to Overseas Chinese 
ACR Pastor Wang, we here in Australia 
have heard a number of things which 
indicate that Christian ministry amongst 
overseas Chinese is undergoing some sort 
of revival; Chinese Christians are more 
and more looking away from their own 
congregations and seeking ways to 
evangelise. We've heard a little about 
CCCOWE and China Church Research 
Centre in Hong Kong. Sir could you say 
something generally about the overseas 
Chinese Christian situation for our 
readers benefit? 

Wang Since 1949 with the takeover of 
Mainland China mainland there has been 
a massive migration of Chinese to 
overseas areas. We are scattered into over 
30 countries. And among these scattered 
Chinese there is a certain percentage of 
Christians. 

We have been a very inward looking 
people. Our culture is an inward looking 
culture. We have a family culture for over 
4000 years. Our interest and our 
allegiance is to our family, but through 
this scattering we began to live in 
different cultures, associate with different 
peoples that opened our eyes and our 
minds. We are thankful for that. Today, 
outside of Mainland China there are 
about 5000 Chinese churches. 

The CCCOWE movement is a spiritual 
movement God has raised up among the 
Chinese churches about 10 years ago. 
The purpose of this movement is to foster 
and promote unity. We don't have too 
much unity among us. It has not been 
one of our specialties. We were very 
individualistic people. The movement 
fosters and promotes unity and 
evangelism and overseas missions 
amongst the overseas Chinese Churches. 

And we praise the Lord that we have 
seen progress. Among these 5000 
churches today there are about 700 of 
them doing foreign missions work. They 
are sending out over 500 missionaries. 
And among these 500 missionaries, about 
15% of them are doing cross-cultural 
mission outreach. We look forward to 
more expansion in this area. 

Chinese missionaries 
ACR What groups are they working with? 

Wang Well, we have Chinese missionaries 
working in Japan, the Philippines, 
Thailand and Indonesia. Also in Africa, for 
instance, in Nigeria. So I think God is 
gradually opening up the eyes of the 
Chinese Christians and Churches to be 
outward looking. This is a healthy sign. 

ACR In countries like Malaysia where 
there is a very large Chinese population 
which has been there for many 
generations, and the largest percentage of 
that Chinese population is non-Christian, 
what sort of things are happening there 
amongst the Chinese churches by way of 
missionary outreach to their non-
Christian neighbours? 

Malaysian Bible Seminary 
Wang Malaysia, as you know, is divided 
into East and West Malaysia. East Malaysia 
consists of Sarawak and Sabah. Because $ 
Islam is the state religion, Christianity is 
under a certain degree of limitation. 
Further, because of the immigration laws 
it is very difficult for missionaries to get 
into the country. Therefore, the Chinese 
churches in Malaysia have learned to be 
self-sufficient 

They no longer can depend upon 
workers and preachers or ministers 
coming from the outside. Now they tra'n 
their own people for the ministry. In 
Malaysia CCCOWE has three district 
committees — West Malaysia, SarawA 
and Sabah. Through the CCCOWE 
movement we have established a 
seminary near Kuala Lumpur, in West 
Malaysia, about 4 years ago. It is not in 
CCCOWE's name; it is called The 
Malaysian Bible Seminary, but CCCOWE 
initiated it. That seminary now has 70 
students. We anticipate that after a few 
more years it will produce enough 
graduates to fill a great part of the need 
of the Chinese churches. 

ACR Is that at all levels, pastors, 
missionaries, and part-time workers? 

Wang The Chinese churches which send 
out missionaries are confined to Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and North America, 
perhaps a little bit in Singapore. But in a 
place like Malaysia they are still in a 
developing stage, and have a hard time 
supplying their own need. However, their 
time will come, and in the near future the 
Chinese churches in Malaysia will also be 
able to send out missionaries. 

ACR What denominational groups are at 
present taking graduates from the 
Malaysian Bible Seminary? 

Wang I think most of the smaller 
denominations and a great number of 

Dr. Thomas Wang 

independent churches. The bigger 
denominations in Malaysia such as the 
Methodists, which is the biggest 
denomination have their own seminaries. 
So we tend more to serve the needy ones, 
the smaller ones. 

Trinity College Singapore 
ACR Do you see Trinity College in 
Singapore as having a role in this airn of 
encouraging evangelism and evangelical 
activity amongst Chinese churches? What 
sort of relationships do you have with 
Trinity College? 

Wang There are two seminaries in 
Singapore: one is Trinity, the other is 
Singapore Bible College. I think Trinity 
caters more to denominational needs, 
such as the Methodists. The larger 
denominations send most of their 
students to Trinity. Singapore Bible 
College caters more to the individual 
churches and smaller denominations, 
mainly the evangelical churches. 

ACR In recent days there's been a change 
in The staffing and headship of Trinity. 
Some of the graduates of Moore College 
in Sydney, Chinese graduates, have been 
involved in that. Is there a degree of 
friendly cooperation between the people 
of Trinity and often independent 
evangelical groups? 

Wang We anticipate that cooperation will 
grow. The new president of Trinity, Dr 
Choong Chee-pang, is a personal friend 
of mine. I think he is leading the school 
into a more evangelical stance. It is not 
easy, of course, especially in the English 
department, but I think he is travelling to 
that direction. I have no doubt in the 
foreseeable future there will be more 
understanding and cooperation. 

ACR Chinese churches have the same sort 
of spread of beliefs as churches 
throughout the world: there are liberals, 
ritualists, traditionalists, and there are 
evangelicals. Has CCCOWE noticed a 
strengthening of the evangelical cause in 
the major denominational groups — an 
increase in evangelism —or is it too early 
to say? 

Revival of evangelism 
Wang We praise the Lord. .Since the early 
beginning of the Chinese church God has 
mercy upon us in that he has laid a good 
foundation of faith. The doctrinal purity 
of the Chinese is something we are happy 
with. We thank the Lord. That is not to 
say there are no liberals among us —. 
there are. But they are a minority. 

Replying to the latter part of your 
question, in the major denominations I 
think there are signs that people are more  

and more concerned with evangelism. I 
think the second world war has sort of 
chastened the liberals — it made it plain 
to church leaders around the world that 
educated people can kill each other in 
such a massive manner. But the liberals 
were forced to believe, to acknowledge, 
that there is such a thing called sits after 
all; that human beings are wicked. So I 
think in general, not only among the 
Chinese speaking denominations but all 
over the world, there is a revival of 
evangelicalism for which we are thankful. 

ACR Sir could you say something for our 
readers about the China Church Research 
Centre in Hong Kong, the nature of its 
work and so on. 

Wang The China Church Research Centre 
in Hong Kong is an independent 
evangelical group which has a burden to 
really research into the situation in China 
with integrity — I have an admiration for 
them. They try to give factual reports on 
the situation over there, and I would say 
most of the reports are documentary. 
They are doing a good service to the free 
world. 

Hong Kong situation 
ACR If we can turn to Hong Kong. 
Towards the end of last year there were a 
number of meetings amongst Christians 
in Hong Kong as to what they should do 
or aim to do after 1997 when the Territory 
goes back so the Chinese government 
Also, recently, when the Three Self 
Patriotic Movement was here in Sydney 
we were told their policy, or the policy of 
the Chinese Government towards Hong 
Kong and towards its Christianity. Were 
you part of those consultations in 1983, 
and if so could you say something 
generally about them for our readers 
benefit? 

Wang Yes, I was invited to be an advisor 
to those consultations. I think they were 
very timely. We couldn't afford to hide 
our heads under the sand. 

This series of consultations was 
spearheaded by, shall I say, a group of 
middle-aged and responsible evangelical 
church leaders in whom I have great 
confidence. They wanted to express 
themselves in a united way. But not only 
the church leaders. I think they also have 
an intention to gather, if possible, the 
educational leaders, the leaders of the 
legal profession so that together they can 
make known where they stand and what 
they think should be a joint effort, so the 
people would not think this is just a small 
group of church fanatics. 

In a way they are thinking for the whole 
church community. They want the people 
in Hong Kong to know, as well I think 
people in Peking and London to know 
that there is a voice in Hong Kong. They 
want the TSPM, or the Chinese 
Government to know that the Hong Kong 
Council of Churches is not the only voice 
there is. There is an alternative voice 
which represents more of the Chinese 
Christian people. And I think this is 
something crucial, something needed, in 
a way — heroic — and I think it's a good 
thing. 

ACR It's early days yet, arid without a 
doubt in these sort of consultations there 
must be a great deal of tentativeness 
about what might happen and what we 
should do now to prepare for the future, 
and so on. With that sort of 
understanding, what broad strategies are 
Christians in Hong Kong talking about, 
both those in the Hong Kong Church 
COuncil of Churches, and those in the 
more independent evangelical groups? Is 
there yet any broad strategies, broad 
understandings that are emerging; what is 
the state of the situation? 

Wang I think the groups are trying to 
steer away from a specific strategic 
approach. I think what they hope to 
achieve is to map out a so-called "bottom 
line" of a Christian stand: a Christian 
interpretation of the present situation, 
and a Christian attitude in time of stress 
and pressure. The basic responsibilities of 
Chinese christians in I long Kong — what 
is it? I think that these consultations are 
trying to lay out some basic concepts 
instead of detailed strategies. Now we're  

going to leave the detailed strategies to 
each church and denomination. 

ACR Are you able to say what these basic, 
general attitudes are at this time, these 
basic concepts that people are trying to 
form so as to inform what they do in the 
future? 

Wang It's going to come out soon in a 
statement. I have a copy of it already in 
Chinese. It will come out within the next 
month. Hopefully you will get a copy and 
get an English translation here. 

Australian response 
ACR It is to my mind far too early for 
Western churches, especially in Australia, 
evangelicals and the church in general, to 
start to think about specific ways that we 
can assist our Chinese brethren as we 
move toward 1997, and certainly it would 
be somewhat arrogant to form attitudes 
at all at this stage. But as we move closer 
to 1997, are there any main centres or 
voices in Hong Kong that we should 
listen to so that we can gain the best 
understanding, the best information hi" 
inform decisions here in Australia in the 
future? 

Wang As a tradition, evangelicals are not 
necessarily united in any given 
circumstance. I think the Hong Kong 
situation is no exception, although 
recently, as you mentioned, through 
these series of consultations there is 
emerging a kind of consensus among 
many evangelicals. I think the voices in 
Hong Kong that you could benefit from 
are the publications of the China Church 
Research Centre', and the paper 
published by Christian Communications 
Ltd, and CCCOWE also publish a monthly 
magazine Chinese Around the World' 
and of course the emerging group which 
is leading these consultations — they are 
going to, from time to time, publish some 
papers. 

As to your question of how the 
churches here can help, I think prayer is 
the most important. Second, as the 
pressure in Hong Kong is mounting 
among the churches there is a certain 
degree of feeling of urgency. I wouldn't 
be surprised that if after 2 or 3 years of 
growing pressure there is a spiritual 
revival in Hong Kong. As a rule through 
history trials and tribulations always bring 
renewal, spiritual renewal among God's 
people. So, who knows? Maybe after a 
few more years there will be a colony-
wide evangelisation campaign, such as 
"Hong Kong for Christ" or something like 
that. I think it entirely possible. We need 
encouragement, we need input from the 
outside. 

I think there will be more emigrations 
from Hong Kong, to Australia perhaps. 
After they have come here please look at 
them with a sympathetic attitude instead 
of saying "Oh, you are running away". I 
think some of them are justified to run 
away because of their past experiences. 
They might be in deep trouble if they 
stay. So I would ask that all the churches 
in Australia look at the thing with 
sympathy and compassion. Through the 
Church Research Centre, through the 
CCCOWE organisation, we can help to 
filter whatever kind of help you could 
give to the Chinese churches. 

Maybe some of your people would like 
to come and help the evangelisation of 
Hong Kong. 

Chinese refugees in Australia 
ACR Picking up the refugee, or immigrant 
theme, as you know because of the Indo-
China situation Australia, and especially 
Sydney, has received a large number of 
overseas Chinese refugees in the last 7 
years. Evangelicals in Sydney have tried to 
turn their hand as best as possible to 
encouraging, or even directly engaging in 
Christian work amongst the Chinese 
refugees. There are two major groups 
who are doing this. There are, first of all, 
the already pre-existing Chinese churches 
in Sydney of, varying understandings, but 
all evangelical churches. There is also the 
usual Australian churches, for example 
the Anglican Church at Cabramatta and 
so on, who are in a situation wtiere they 
are ministering to refugees. Sir, from your 
experience, do you have any general or 
broad guidelines or words of advice you 
would like to give to the Australian 

Continued next page 
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Overseas Chinese Ministry continued WORLD Christians, either from traditional Anglo-
Celtic churches like the Anglican church, 
or from Chinese ethnic churches in 
Sydney, things that can help us best to 
serve the cause of the Gospel? 
Wang I am very grateful for what the 
Anglican church here is doing. In the past 
few days I have visited Wollongong and 
Parramatta churches, and have spoken 
with the Care Force people — I think they 
are doing a very wonderful work there 
trying to work with the minority groups 
including the Chinese. One way to reach 
Chinese refugees is through the existing 
Chinese churches, the ethnic link is a 

it good channel. Chinese are basically a 
very shy people, especially in a new 
country. They will not reach out their 
hand first. You have to do that first 
Sometimes they would rather suffer a 
little bit rather than asking for help, 
asking for welfare. We say "Beat the iron 
while it is hot". Because when they have 
settled down, when they've got their jobs 
they're not interested in Christianity as 
much as when they first arrive. 

You should explore more the channel 
to reach them through existing Chinese 
churches. 
ACR Should local Australian churches, 
where they're unable to use or help 
Chinese ethnic churches in refugee work, 
encourage Chinese pastors within their 
own denomination, and to strive to 
overcome the cultural boundaries in that 
way? 
Wang Most of the Chinese churches and 
leaders should really make an effort to 
break their own cultural confines, and to 
be able to reach across the cultural line. 
I think they need be encouraged, and in 
a way helped to make that cross-over. If 
the Australian churches here are able to 
help them in that way that would be 
really wonderful. The Chinese churches 
need to break through their brick walls. 

What is a Chinese church? 
ACR Three further questions. First, how 
do you define a Chinese church? In 
Sydngy, for example, you have the 
Central Baptist church which may not be 
recognized by some as a Chinese church. 
You have the Randwick Baptist church 
which has about 40% of overseas 
students, mostly Chinese. Do you call 
that a Chinese church? Then, we have an 
Asian Christian church which only uses 
English without any other languages, like 
Chinese. Would you classify that as a 
Chinese church? 

Secondly, you have talked about 
bursting through or breaking through the 
cultural confines. Should then the 
Chinese church maintain its Chinese 
identity? Wouldn't it be better then for 
the Chinese to work together with the 
Australian church and do away with the 
Chinese church as such? 

And thirdly, how do you maintain the 
Chinese identity in a country such as 
Malaysia, or Indonesia which has racial 
tension? Any mention or the exultation of 
the Chinese above the other races creates 
that kind of tension. So how do you 
maintain the Chinese church's identity in 
countries such as this? 
Wang Trying to define what a Chinese 
church is as hard as trying to define what 
is a Jew today. It is not an easy task. I 
think the general idea is that whichever 
congregation feels comfortable to 
identify itself as a Chinese or as an ethnic 
Chinese church is a Chinese church. 
Because the Chinese church has a 
relationship with culture as well as with 
language some of the Chinese churches 
which no longer use Chinese language at 
all may still want to identify as a Chinese 
church. So I think the individual 
congregation 'catty has to make that 
decision. 

Secondly, in the Chinese church I think 
we have talked about this question for 
quite a few years now, especially in North 
America: whether the Chinese church is a 
permanent set-up or a transient one? I 
think the conclusion is, as long as there is 
continuation or in-flow of immigrants, 
and as long as there are local-born 
Chinese who are willing to identify with 
the Chinese congregation there will 
always be a need for a "Chinese" church. 
Some of the local-born Chinese may no 
longer know the Chinese language. They 
speak perfect English. But yet they still 
want to go to a Chinese church. they feel 
the identification, the ethnic affinity. So if 
that is the case in a locality then there is 
the need for a perpetual set-up of the 
Chinese church. 

In response to your third question, in 
other places it is not quite the same 
situation. For instance, Indonesia. 
Emigration is extremely difficult, and the 
Chinese language is no longer permitted 
Therefore, we say that the days of the so-
called Chinese Church is numbered. It 
varies with different situations. For the 
propogation of Chinese churches in 
places like Malaysia where there is racial 
tension, I think that throughout these 
past years the Chinese have learned to be 
accommodating. 

We learn to accommodate, we learn to 
fit ourselves into any kind of situation in 
order to survive, and to survive 
wonderfully, and to survive in a not too 
bad sense. 

World christians 

ACR What is the Chinese church's 
understanding of social concern for the 
society at large? You mentioned about 
the Chinese being an inward looking 
culture. Does this also carry on into the 
church in matters of social concern? 
Wang Yes I think that in this respect 
Chinese churches are not much different 
from the other evangelical churches. We 
have been criticised by the liberals that 
we are not concerned with peoples 
physical needs. We talk about the pie in 
the sky, but we don't feed people right 
now. To a degree that is true. We 
evangelicals are a little too unconcerned 
in this area. However, there is a gradual 
change. Social concern and social action 
is gradually being realised among the 
Chinese churches, along with other 
evangelicals around the world. Probably 
Chinese history is one step behind 
because we inherited with other 
evangelicals a heavy dose of pietism.  
Pietism compartmentalises a persons' lite 
"This is spiritual, this is tinspiritual", 
which resulted in this departmentalised 
way of life. It is said that we care only for 
the spiritual, the church and the Gospel, 
and we leave all the relief work to the 
secular group. 
But I think there is coming back a 
realisation that we cannot separate the 
two — we are born into this world, we 
are touched with every sphere of the 
world. Therefore there is a popular saying 
of today that we should be "world 
Christians". By "world Christian" we do 
not mean worldly Christian. But a world 
Christian is one who really immerses 
himself into the needs of the world, the 
people of the world; every sphere of 
discipleship. 

Footnotes 
1. The Chinese Church Research Centre publishes 

China and the Church Today, six times a year. 
Subscriptions are US 56 by sea and US 510 by al, 
payable to Chinese Church Research Centre Ltd. " 
Kent Rd, Kombon, Hong Kong. 

2. Chinese Around the Woad is published by 
CCCOWE. CATW is sent tree upon request, but 
donations to help cover production costs are 
appreciated. Address is CAPN, PG tow 94415, -I, I 

Hong Kong 

Mysterious 
deaths of four 
Christians 
For the third time there has been a 
mysterious death of a Christian in the 
Soviet Army. All three deaths occurred in 
the Semipalatinsk region (Kazakhstan). As 
reported by the Friedensstimme Mission, 
the parents of 20-year-old Yuri Burda, a 
reform Baptist, received a letter last 
November informing them that their son 
was fatally electrocuted. Later the parents 
opened the coffin at home and 
discovered signs of torture: their son's 
tongue had been torn out, both eyes 
horned out, hands and fingers had been 
smashed. 

In two previous cases, the dead bodies 
of two other Christians, Vladimir Muzyka 
and Philipp Korniyenko, also bore signs 
of torture and maltreatment The official 
cause of death given was brain infection 
resulting from cranial injuries. All three 
were said to have run into problems 
because of their confession of the 
Christian faith. 

At the end of last year, Ivan Ivanovich 
Popov, a Christian living in Shachty in the 
Rostov-on-Don region, died under 
mysterious circumstances. According to 
the report, for ten years meetings of the 
unregistered Baptist church took place in 
his house until it was confiscated by the 
authorities in 1981. A fire broke out 
recently in the annexe where he lived. 
After the flames had been extinguished, 
Popov was found dead in his room. 
Christians who were present when the 
body was found reported that Popov was 
lying in a pool of blood with singed 
clothes and burns on his head and toes. 
They assume that Popov had been killed 
before the fire broke out 

Keston College 

Presbyterian 
church in 
Taiwan 
inaugurates 
year of 
evangelism 
In the sixth year of a 10-year Tithe Growth 
Movement, the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan has declared.1984 as a Year of 
Evangelism, and has launched an 
aggressive program combining training in 
friendship evangelism and a series of ' 
evangelistic rallies, according to the 
Missionary News Service. 
The program is based on the principles 
and techniques utilized by Campus 
Crusade in their Evangelism 1980 
program, in which 500 churches 
throughout Taiwan participated. 
The Presbyterian Church's 1,018 churches 
are expected to join in the year-long 
program, through which the 
denomination hopes to gam a 10 per cent 
increase in membership and in numbers 
of churches, MNS said. 
The program utlizes a "spiritual 
adoption" technique, in which church 
members spiritually adopt neighbours, 
friends, and other people with whom 
they come into contact. Church members 
are expected to befriend, love, and pray 
for their adoptees, and then, eventually, 
when the time is right, invite them to an 
evangelistic rally or other evangelistic 
gathering. 
The first three months of the year have 
been set aside for the establishment of 
prayer chains and gospel teams, and for 
the preparation of the laity for the three-
month period of training in personal 
evangelism to be held April through June. 
July through September will be devoted 
to evangelism, and the rest of the year the 
church will concentrate on follow-up. 

EATW 

Billy Graham 
Undergoes 
Surgery in 
London 
Minneapolis — 7th May, 1984. Mr. 
Graha:n was temporarily released from 
the hospital yesterday to fulfil a speaking 
engagement at Westminster Chapel at 
Buckingham Gate in London at six-thirty 
in the evening. He did return to the 
hospital over night, however, and was 
released this morning, Monday, May 7, 
following a final check-up by his doctor. 

Mr. Graham was admitted to a hospital 
in London on May 5 to undergo 
treatment for a serious sinus infection. A 
leading Harley Street Ear, Nose and 
Throat Specialist performed an operation 
on Mr. Graham under general anaesthesia 
which was slightly more complicated 
than anticipated. Although a hole had to 
be opened in his nose which caused 
bleeding through the night, Mr. Graham 
has been resting well. Mr. Graham's 
doctor was optimistic that he will be able 
to maintain his present commitments for 
the three-month long Mission England 
tour. The series of forty major meetings in 
six major cities throughout England will 
begin with a press conference in Bristol, 
May 10. The public meetings will 
commence May 12 at Ashton Gate 
Football Stadium. 

Ruth Graham underwent tests recently 
and was released from the hospital in 
Omaha, Nebraska last Thursday night 
She is now at home and is making 
preparations to go over and be with Mr. 
Graham for these meetings in England 
this summer. 

U.S.-Soviet 
Christian 
exchanges 
planned 
T he Ecumenical Press Service (21-30 
April) reports that nearly 300 Christians 
from the U.S. are to spend two weeks in 
the USSR on 4-22 lune on one of five 
exchanges planned between churches in 
the Soviet Union and United States in 
1984 and 1985. The American Christians 
will visit 13 Soviet cities, worshipping with 
Christians there and expressing a 
common concern for world peace. A 
return visit of Soviet church leaders to the 
U.S. will follow an official National 
Council of Churches-sponsored church 
leaders' visit to the USSR. A visit to the 
U.S. by Russian Orthodox seminary 
students is also planned. 

Initial funding for the exchanges came 
from the Presbyteri,  n Church in the 
U.S.A. and the Reformed Church in 
America but the programme was 
expanded last October by the National 
Council of Churches to include 
representation from the 32 NCC member 
denominations with a more extensive 
programme. 

Keston College 
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BUILD UP 
YOUR 
FAITH 
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THROUGH BIBLE 
KNOWLEDGE 

And join the hundreds of students in Australia and other countries 
seriously studying their Bibles and getting to know God. 

Offers a six-subject Preliminary Course to start with and the 
challenge of a further 12-14 subjects to complete the whole course. 

Terms commence March, June, September and December — any-
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Quick Cuts 
Success in Small Business 

REVIEW MARANATHA 
Who is He? 

Scots idea of 
'motherly 
Father' God 
Scottish women base been invited to opt 
for God as "a motherly Father" ... and, 
that being so, there is no need to 
withdraw from the traditional way of 
calling him "Father," says a report 
published on Tuesday. 

But this concept of God can be 
complemented by language which brings 
out "the fact of the Father's 
motherliness," suggests the report, The 
Motherhood of God, compiled by a 
Church of Scotland study group 
appointed by the Women's Guild and the 
Panel on Doctrine. 

"We have found that the Bible itself 
provides such complementary language 
by speaking of God in analogies and 
metaphors drawn from the female 
experiences of human life," the report 
says. 

"We must say of every woman, with no 
more and no less astonishment and 
boldness than of a man, that she is 'like' 
God, and that her humanity images and 
resembles the eery creator of all things." 

Male Language 

But the report acknowledges "the 
plight of those people who feel alienated 
and distanced from their Maker and 
Saviour by the exclusive use in the 
Church of male language for a God 
known not to be male." And it concludes 
that Scripture itself provides precedents 
for the restrained and sensitive use of 
feminine language to describe and 
address God. 

The majority of those in the group 
"believe that they have heard it said in 
the Word of God that the father of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the maker of us all, 
resembles, though he far transcends, 
everything that is best in the female way 
of being human and the human way of 
being motherly." 

Church Times 

Taiwan elects 
new Christian 
vice-president 
Taiwan has re-elected incumbent 
President Chiang Chingkuo for another 
term and former Taiwan Governor Lee 
Teng-hui as Vice-President. Both have 
been nomiLated by the Kuomintang 
Nationalist Party. 

Lee is known to be an evangelical 
Christian. He has served as an 
agriculturist in both Government and 
university contexts and also served as 
Mayor of Taipei before being appointed 
Governor of Taiwan in 1981. 

It is said that had he not taken up that 
career, he would have become a pastor. 
Lee's position may draw attention to the 
needs and interests of Christians, who are 
still a small percentage of Taiwan's 
population. 

CAEW 
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Classification 
of churches by 
Christians in 
China 
According to a house church leader from 
East China, churches in the mainland 
today may be classified into four types, 
Chinese Church Research Centre said. 

The first type is called libaijang or 
"worship hall." This is the type commonly 
known as "open churches", which have 
been reopened for church service 
through the efforts of the Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement of a city or 
Prefecture. To do so, TSPM receives the 
permission of the Government Religious 
Affairs Bureau or the Religious Affairs 
Desk of the Party's United Front Work 
Department. 

Most of the preachers in these 
churches were pastors in various 
denominational churches prior to 1950. It 
is estimated that about 1,300 such 
churches are in operation under the 
TSPM. 

The second type is called juhui dian or 
"meeting points." These are house 
meetings that are located near TSPM 
open churches, but were in operation 
before the restoration of the open 
churches. 

They are now aliewed to continue by 
permission of the TSPM and the local 
government. Once or twice a month a 
TSPM pastor goes to these churches to 
speak. Otherwise, these meeting points 
are independent in financial matters, 
prayer, and visitation. 

The third type is called jiating juhui or 
"home meetings". After 1958, many 
Christians met in their homes because 
their churches were closed. These home 
meetings have registered with the TSPM 
and with the local government 

Once or twice a year their leaders must 
go to the prefectural headquarters of the 
TSPM to attend meetings — mainly to 
learn about policies and to study politics. 
These churches are free to appoint their 
own preachers and manage their own 
finances. 

The fourth type is called ziyou juhui or 
"free meetings!' Nowadays these home 
meetings are held in different places and 
at different times that are known only to 
those who participate. 

Leaders in these free meetings are 
opposed to the TSPM, believing that some 
of the TSPM pastors have betrayed other 
Christians during the Cultural Revolution, 
or had been apostate for sometime, and 
therefore are not worthy to be pastors. 

They refuse to register themselves with 
the TSPM or the local government Such 
free meetings are found in both large 
cities and in the countryside. 

The informant is from the third type of 
registered home meetings. He has 
travelled to Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Shanghai, 
Beijing, Liaoning, Shandong, Shanxi, 
Shaanxi, Gansu, Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, 
and Guangdong provinces, CCRC said. 

According to his estimate, the number 
of believers belonging to type 1 and 2 is 
about 13,000,000, 

He estimates the number of believers in 
types 3 and 4 to be-about 17,000,000 
making a total estimate of at least.  0 
million Christians in mainland China. 

The CCRC commented that this 
classification reflects the state of affairs 
since late 1982. It confirms reports from 
North China that after the TSPM meeting 
in Beijing in September 1982, house 
churches were required to register 
themselves with the TSPM or the local 
government and that they are allowed to 
carry on religious activities in their 
home,, so long as they do not leave their 
home area to evangelize elsewhere. 

Those who refuse to register are 
subject to interrogation or arrest. 

His estimate of 30 million also tends to 
support CCRC's earlier estimate of 30-50 
million. However, this person has not 
been to Inner Mongolia, the South-
Western provinces, and other border 
areas. 

He was born in a borrowed stable, died a 
riminal's death, and buried in a 

borrowed tomb (mind you it didn't 
matter much, he was only there a few 
days). 

Of course I'm speaking of Jesus. We 
even set the date according to him. There 
was a time before Christ, we live after the 
year of his birth. 

He must have been someone! 
Some people who saw him in action 

and who heard him speak remarked "He 
has done everything well, he even makes 
the deaf hear and the dumb speak!' 
(Mark 7:37). 

Even the most casual reading of the 
Gospels in the New Testament leaves us 
with a sense of awe and wonder, He is 
always in control, always calm, always 
able to handle real life situations. He is 
not thrown off his stride by opposition or 
misunderstanding. Death and sickness 
are dealt with by him. 

"He has done all things well" can turn 
to "He does all things well", when we 
turn to him and allow him to run our 
lives. 

Professor Alan Williams of the University 
of Newcastle has analysed more than 
1000 small business bankruptcies and 
collapses over 15 years. His findings as 
reported in the newspaper included the 
following: 

The best age to start a small business is 
30-39 years. 

Length of education is not important. 
Men and women are equally • 

successful. 
The findings of most interest to me, 

however, concerned those who are most 
suitable and most unsuitable: 

Unsuitable people are those who are 
compliant, unselfish, sensitive to others, 
and conformist. Those likely to do well 
are aggressive, self-interested and 
manipulative. 

Now please don't get uptight if you are 
running a successful small business and 
you consider that you are not aggressive, 
self-interested and manipulative. This is 
only a generalisation. Nonetheless, it is a 
fascinating revelation. From the Christian 
point of view, people who are self-
interested and manipulative are in 
manifest rebellion against God. Yet 
they are the ones who succeed. Be 
unselfish and you will go under. It is 
better to have inaccurate scales and to 
adopt shady practices than to attempt to 
be honest. This is the way of the world. 
Only fools are honest. 

When the unrighteous flourish (even 
statistically) it is a great trial to the godly. 

He wants us to know him but it takes 
time and effort to seek him. Anyone who 
comes humbly with an open mind will 
find that as they read a Gospel they will 
be amazed at what they read. (Mark's 
Gospel can be read in about two and a 
half hours). And if we simply and 
sincerely say to God before we read 'help 
me to find you' we will find that Christ 
will become very real to us. With God's 
help we may find ourselves saying "He 
does all things well". So well that we find 
ourselves drawn to commit ourselves to 
him. 

A man I visited recently expressed the 
desire of all who know Jesus to those 
who as yet don't know him. It goes like 
this: 

"His name is Jesus 
He'll be your friend 
He's human as well as Divine 
I want you to meet him 
I want you to greet him 
This wonderful friend of mine." 

Peter Brain 

It always has been. The author of Psalm 
73, for example, was angered by the 
success of the prosperous wicked: 'they 
have no pangs', he writes 'their bodies 
are sound and sleek. They are not in 
trouble as other men are; ... their eyes 
swell out with fatness, ... the people turn 
and praise them; and find no fault in 
them ... All in vain have I kept my heart 
clean and washed my hands in 
innocence.' He became very bitter, and 
confessed that he was pricked in his 
heart, stupid and ignorant. 

The total thrust of the psalm, however, 
is very different. In the midst of his 
complaints he went into the sanctuary of 
God. In the presence of God he saw the 
truth. Fat, prosperous, self-interested, 
agressive and manipulative these folk 
may be — but the full story has not yet 
been told. Their prosperity will not last 
They are like sprinters entered in the 
marathon — a quick blinding burst, but 
no staying power. God has set them in 
slippery places and their fall is certain. 
Mind you, it's no good thinking that 
merely being decent is good enough. The 
godly are secure, but it is because they 
know God. The Psalmist concludes with 
words we could make our own: 

'For lo, those who are far from thee 
shall perish; 

But for me it is good to be near God! 
Peter Jensen 

(We suggest that you might like to use this 
article in your Parish Paper) 
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than we do. Similarly, look at the length 
of services run at the Reformation. 

I didn't call for longer sermons, but 
other formats where there is interaction. 
People remember 10% of what they hear 
and 90% of what they say. 

Q2. My church has the problem of 
relationships between those who are very 
Biblically literate, and those who are not. 
What should we do to help them relate? 

A. You are thinking of those who are 
Biblically literate in the Greek sense —
they have knowledge about, or can recite, 
facts. Biblical knowledge changes life and 
attitudes — Rom. 12:1-2 — renewal of life 
leads to changed minds. 

Spirituality and relationships are tightly 
woven together. Look at Jesus' advice 
about not presenting your gift to the altar 
if anyone has something against you; or 
Peter's advice about a marriage 
relationship which hindered prayer. 

Relationship skills can be taught —
how to listen, how to be sensitive. A good 
adult programme can include this. The 
Bible teaches a lot of practical skills. And 
look at 'The People Helper' by Gary 
Collins. 

Q.3. In your pilgrim image, what about 
the 'coming home' aspect? What does 
that mean in practical terms? What about 
the N.T. pattern of sharing all their 
possessions? 

A. I don't believe there is a N.T. pattern. 
The Jerusalem Christians shared all things 
but there is no mention of this in Gentile 
churches although they were committed 
to helping other needy Christians. I don't 
see the Jerusalem style as being 
normative. The Bible talks of caring for 
one another, commitment, stewardship. 

There is no true homecoming till Christ 
has come, or we go to hint  Heb. 11,12. 
There is now the reality of the first fruits, 
which is partial and limited. Now we 
experience sometimes joy, sometimes 
struggle. 

Q4. Is our static church life tied to the 
static nature of our buildings? 

A. I think so. I'm not sure the 
conclusion is therefore 'no buildings'. It is 
easy to let our buildings shape our goals 
— to say, we have a building, let's not 
waste it. We must work out our goals first. 
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THE GOOD READ 
Growing in God's Family ... 
Donald Bridge & David Phypers 
Hodder & Stoughton ....157 pp 
Recommended Retail Price  $4.95 
What a fantastic idea! The Bible talks 
about a person who becomes a Christian 
becoming a member of God's family. 
Bridge and Phypers have used the 
analogy with human families as the basis 
for an introduction to being a Christian. 
This allows them to illustrate the various 
subjects with stories to which people can 
relate. What a pity that it does not quite 
come off. 

Bridge and Phypers first came to our 
attention with a book called "The Water 
That Divides", an excellent introduction 
to the two views of baptism held by 
Baptists and Anglicans. Their book 
"Spiritual Gifts and The Church" was a 

valuable look at an important subject, as 
was their book or communion entitled 
"The Meal that Unites". In tackling what it 
means to be a Christian they have 
attempted to write a book to be given to 
those recently converted. The problem is 
that the book falls between a simple 
account and a complex one. 

One can only wonder what possessed 
them for example, to include some of the 
material that they did. So they included 
chapter "Key of the Door" which is 
essentially about baptism. Some of the 
material is excellent but some of it is 
confusing e.g., they claim "When we are 
baptised God gives us another lovely 
present, the Holy Spirit" and "for this 
reason, every baptismal service should 
include the laying on of hands on those 
who are baptised, and earnest prayer that 
they may receive the Holy Spirit". 

Statements such as this, and they are not 
unusual, detract from the book and make 
it unlikely that many conservative 
Christians would want to give it to a 
person new in the faith. 

There are however, some real high 
points in the book. The best example is 
the chapter entitled "Learning Together". 
It is such an excellent introduction to 
bible reading that it deserves to be 
printed separately as a small booklet. In 
that form I am sure it would be used 
often. 

The book fails as a book to be handed 
to new Christians because it is too 
complicated in some parts and contains 
doubtful material in others. That is sad 
because overall it is an excellent book. 
For this reason it could prove helpful for 
those who are preaching and teaching 
young people as a source book for 

material and in the hands of a discerning 
teacher it would become extremely 
valuable. 

Denis Kirkaldy 

MISSIONARY GIFT IDEA 
7i/e love Pe seeeloe amass ix*. 'Arms. 

These are words expressed many 
time over by missionaries who are 
serving the Lord Jesus in other parts 
of the world. Why not send a gift 
subscription of the Australian 
Church Record to a Missionary of 
your choice, or send a request to us 
and we will select a missionary for 
you to support. The cost is $18.00 a 
year. Help a missionary to keep in 
touch with home. 

A Lived Faith continued 

Barnabas together — they have no 
understanding of the space of time 
between them; no understanding of 
history. They have one line definitions of 
grace, truth, etc. — but no deeper 
understanding. 

This troubles me. I look at scripture, 
and it calls pastors and teachers to bring 
people to maturity in Christ. Not just 
maintain them, but equip them for 
ministry themselves — Eph. 4:11-12. Many 
understand that ministry is just clergy and 
elders; the others job is to support them. 

Goal 
If you don't have a goal, your task is 

hopeless. 
'... to present everyone mature in 

Christ' 
Typically in American churches, our 

aim is to teach only the children, nearly 
always by women. Is this 'everyone'? 
We've let our teaching deteriorate. We've 
shrunk our services to an hour with a 20 
minute sermon including a lead-in, 
illustrations, jokes. As against time 
watching television and reading 
newspapers, is a 20 minutes Christian 
input really enough? I think not. 

Way in which to involve adults 
1. In small groups Acts 2:42, Christians 

met as a large group in the temple, and 
then as smaller groups in homes, Col. 
3:16.17 tells us to 'teach and admonish 
one another'; 1 Thess. to 'stir one 
another up' — a mutual exercise. Paul 
planted house groups wherever he 
went. 
A friendly fellowship doesn't move 
members to Christian community —
the scripture must be the centre of the 
group. Members share listen, 
participate. They're not just spectators 
at a service. When I was in Ethiopia 
recently I talked to a Baptist man 
whose church building had been 
confiscated by the government. The 
church divided into house groups of 
no more than 8 and since then 
numbers have tripled. 
Someone said 'the government closed 
the church'. He replied, 'no, it closed 
the church building. 

2. Intentional and varied adult education 
programme— not just the traditional 
Bible class. 
Churches must understand that over a 
Christian's life span there will be 
change, transitions, crises. We teach 
the same thing to all groups at the 
same time. 
Basic truths are the same for the 
person aged 22 as for the one at 45 —
hut the applications are different. We 
must recognise life changes — the 

couple with their first baby; the couple 
whose last child just left home land 
throw a party for their making it to that 
stage! ) 
The church's rituals of passage now are 
baptism, confirmation, marriage —
and then for death. There is a huge gap 
in time now between the last two. I 
think adult electives should focus on 
major life changes during this time. For 
example, 'Now you've been a Christian 
25 years — now what?' We need to 
address people in both their faith and 
their personal pilgrimage. Every time 
you offer a programme at a different 
time, you get a different audience. 

3. Adult education — spiritual direction 
This is a term from the Roman Catholic 
tradition, but also a reality in the 
Protestant church. It means a one to 
one relationship, in which one 
Christian helps the other. It can be 
defined as 'an intentional relationship 
where one gives help so that the other 
becomes his true self in the faith'. It is 
not one ordering another around. It is 
a spiritual friendship in which 2 people 
talk of their relationship with God —
life of faith is the focus — when its 
struggling, what discipline is needed, 
etc., how is your prayer life? 
Relationships? It is hard to talk of these 
things in the wider church group. 
Christian growth is stymied because 
we stay too general. We don't practice 
medicine by a doctor addressing a 
large group: 'some of you probably 
have a headache— take 2 aspirins and 
see me in the morning.' Ministers 
should be included in this. I heard one 
minister say 'I give comfort — but who 
comforts me?' 

Questions 
Ql. You criticised a 20 minute sermon 

as inadequate — but don't people have 
an attention span limited to about that? 

A. I don't think that attention span is a 
built-in human one; I think it's cultural, 
and influenced by such things as 
television. The Africans don't have 
trouble listening for 3 times, or more, 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
The Australian Council of Churches is seeking a person to: 

i) act as Executive Secretary of the N.SW Ecumenical Council, and 
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Commission on World Christian Action 
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Public Notices 

What s Neighbourhood Mich (Sloop  ' 
What is a Neighbourhood Watch Group? 
What Is a Neighbourhood? 
Enquiries P.O.Box A587, Sydney South 201 In, 560 0020 

Hans Kung defended 

Dear Sir, 
Dr. D. B. Knox's article, 'Protestant and 

Roman Catholic Erosions of Religion' (ACR 
April 301, appears to misrepresent Hans Kung 
as a moralist, a 'defacto' pelagian and, by 
innuendo, as one who does not believe in 
salvation through forgiveness. 

His book from which Dr. Knox quotes, 'That 
the World May Believe', was published in 1963. 
It may very well have represented Kung's view 
then and in fact have been 'very highly 
commended in the Roman Catholic Church'. 
But in the intervening years Kung has written a 
considerable number of books and to do 
justice to his views it would not only seem fair 
but proper to cite from his later writing. 

Certain conventions apply when 
representing another writer's opinion. As a 
minimum one should: 
1. consult the full range of works; 
2. look at the development of an author's views 
in an historical manner; 
3. examine the most substantial and recent 
statement of the author's opinion on a given 
topic. 

There are other rules of course but following 
these I cite from Kung's 'On Being a Christian' 
(1974) on page 408 in which he is developing 
the argument that 'like Jesus, Paul too 
defended forgiveness of sins out of pure grace; 
the justification of the sinner' p. 407). 

"Whenever in the course of Church history 
the essential importance of the crucified and 
living Jesus as the model for the relationship of 
man and God, man and man, has been 
obscured, then the question of justification 
soley by faith in Jesus Christ has suddenly 
acquired a new importance and led to a 
discernment of spirits. At that point too Paul's 
letter to the Romans together with that to the 
Galations has again developed a veritable 
explosive force. So it was with Pelagianism in 
the time of Augustine. So it was with the 
medieval idea of sanctification through works 
and the Roman misuse of authority particularly 
at the time of the Reformers. So it was also 
with a cultural Protestanism which had 
become idealist-humanist and with the 
National Socialist ideology against which Karl 
Barth reacted after the First World War. And is 
it not so today at a time of a secularized piety 
of works, based on the principle of payment cif 
results? 

"All this is not to say that "through faith 
alone" — which is an echo of "through Christ 
alone" or "through grace alone" — was ever 
meant to exclude good works. But the appeal 
to any sort of good works can never be the 
basis of being a Christian and the criterion for 
justification in the sight of God. All that counts 
is to cling to God absolutely firmly through 
Jesus the Christ in a believing trust, against 
which neither human failures nor any good 
works can prevail, but from which works of 
love obviously follow. This is an extraordinarily 
consoling message which provides a solid 
basis for a man's life through all the inevitable 
failures, errors and despair. And it frees that life 
also from the pressure to produce pious 
works, sustaining it through even the worst 
situations in freedom, wisdom, love and 
hope". 

On this point Kung and Knox seem to have 
much in common. Much the pity then that Dr. 
Knox should depict him as his adversary. 

Further, Hans Kung is hardly an exponent of 
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Roman Catholic orthodoxy, having been 
censured by the Roman office for his views. 
Neither is it helpful to cite the Rev. Miller's 
pamphlet as the stance of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Interpretations of orthodoxy vary 
considerably among Redemptorists themselves 
(possibly as much as between Reformed and 
Anglo-Catholic Anglicans) and the status of the 
circular should at least been clarified. In 
addition, there are many schools of theology 
within the Roman Catholic Church. 

I suggest that in the assertion of truth one 
ought to allow others to be truly represented. 
Yours sincerely, 
Dr. Peter Marshall 
Director 
Zadok Centre, 
Canberra 

Goodwin-Hudson visit 

Dear Sir, 
1 hrough your letter page could I be allowed 

to make known the return visit to Sydney of 
the Reverend Peter Goodwin-Hudson, a 
previous assistant Youth Chaplain and CEBS 
Director in the Sydney diocese. Both Peter and 
his wife Brione will be in Sydney July 26-August 
21, 1984 as guests of the Anglican Youth 
Department Ski Lodge Ltd. Members of the Ski 
Lodge have contributed to Peter's fare in 
recognition of his efforts in founding the 
Southern Cross Ski Lodge at Smiggin Holes in 
1963. This year is the 21st season of the Lodge. 

A Thanksgiving Service will be held at St. 
Andrew's Cathedral on Friday 27th July at 
6.30 p.m. to be followed by a Celebration 
Dinner at the Carvery Restaurant nearby. Peter 
will take part in the service and speak at the 
Dinner. Friends and previous ski lodge 
members may like further information which 
can be obtained from the writer c/- Anglican 
Youth Department St. Andrew's House Sydney 
Square 2000. 
Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Molyneux 
(Director)  • 
Anglican Youth Department 

Papal visit 

Dear Sir, 
The scenario of a million South Koreans 

crowding to see "the face of Christ" in the 
Pope, and Papua-New Guineans laying palm 
fronds in the way of his triumphant 
procession, should awaken our once-
Protestant churches to the significance of these 
times. This masterpiece of pseudo-religion 
which transforms itself into the apostles of 
Christ and ministers of righteousness was not 
born today but reaches back to that lurking 
serpent in Eden, and "no marvel" writes St. 
Paul, "for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light" 

What IS a marvel is that Reformation 
churches should seek to renew their fading 
glory by huddling together with worshippers 
of an age-old pagan Madonna. Surely an act of 
the spiritually blind. Brisbane news today 
reports: "a joint study program between the 
Anglican diocese and the Roman Catholic  

archdiocese of Brisbane has started in 
response to the final report of the Anglican 
and Roman Catholic International 
Commission." 

One is reminded of that remarkable passage 
in Isaiah 28: "Wherefore hear the Word of the 
Lord, ye scornful men that rule this people ... 
Because ye have said, We have made a 
covenant with death, and with hell are at 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge 
(nuclear war?) shall pass through, it shall not 
come to us." 

Is that so? Allied to a religious system which 
God has already judged (Revelation 18), can 
our apostate churches expect Divine 
protection from the inevitable holocaust, 
unless they urgently, heed God's warning to 
"Come out of her, My people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues, for her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath rememered her 
iniquities." 
Yours sincerely, 
Phyllis Creasey 

"Dungeons and Dragons" 

Dear Sir, 
I wish to express my appreciation of your 

article on "Dungeons and Dragons". 
There is no doubt that Satan is bringing 

many young people into spiritual bondage 
through games of this nature and it is 
important that Christian parents in particular 
should be made aware of this danger. 

The occult is also being presented in a way 
that is attractive to young people through 
certain forms of rock music, movies and video 
games. 

i believe that parents need to supervise what 
cartridges children buy for their video games 
as many are based on themes to do with 
witchcraft and other occult expressions. Some 
space age games have a similar theme and it is 
a case of don't buy a cartridge by its cover. 
Read the instruction book first to make sure 
the game does not have an occult theme. 

Christian parents should also realise that it is 
important that their children, having been 
involved in such occult games, should not only 
destroy these games but renounce them as 
evil, reaffirming their love for and faith in the 
lord Jesus Christ. 
Yours sincerely, 
Matthew Burrows 

Christian home exchange 

Dear Sir, 
The Christian Home Exchange has been 

responsible for many exchange holidays both 
interstate, and also overseas for lucky people. 
Friendships have developed and people have 
been assured whilst they are away of their 
home being secure. The Christian Home 
Exchange is also an opportunity for "young 
marrieds" to be able to have a holiday 
economically also. 

I am being inundated with requests for 
Christian Home Exchange holidays, and so I 
would ask assistance per media of your 
newspaper to appeal to anyone interested to 
please make their request EARLY for any 
holidays, so that all arrangements can by made 
well in advant e 
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Amcliffe 2205 
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LETTERS 
I wish to convey my thanks for your 

assistance in the past also. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Mrs.) Flwynne M. Kilt 
27 Good Governs Street' 
Mitcham 
(03) 874 5445 

Women's ordination 

Dear Sir, 
I should like to answer several points in Mr. 

Alan Barron's letter (A.C.R. 30/4/84). 
First, he quotes Genesis 3:16 as being the 

occasion when the man was given headship 
over the womah. In my view, Adam and Eve 
must have been created in this relationship. 1 
Cor 11:9, which Mr. Barron quotes later in his 
letter, bears out this idea. But after the fall of 
Man, male headship became a punishment for 
the woman, because her husband had become 
evil. 

In Ephesians 5:21-23, St Paul sets out the 
rules for a marriage "in the Lord". The wife 
must submit herself to her husband, as the 
church does to Christ, and the husband must 
treat his wife as Christ does the church. And 
He lifts His people up to share His throne (EA. 
2:6). So the husband must not think of his wife 
as a subordinate, but as a partner. 

Secondly, Mr. Earron mentions St. Paul's - 
directions about tne ministry of older women. 
I don't think this affects the present question 
of the ordination of women, as older women 
in St. Paul's eyes, would be those over three 
score years. No widow was to be put on the 
list for church welfare under this age (1 
Tim.5:9). 

Thirdly, Mr. Barron mentions four texts to 
support his assertion that women's ordination 
is against the rules of Scripture, but does not 
elaborate upon them. I do trot think that these 
texts forbid women to be teaching elders or 
pastors, as he seems to. 

The first text 1 Tim.3:1-7, refers to the 
ordination of bishops only, as distinct from 
deacons, mentioned in verse 8. 

The second text Titus 1:5-9, does not 
specifically preclude women from ordination. 

The third and fourth references, 1 Cor. 
14:34-35 and 37, are extremely difficult verses 
to interpret as coming from St Paul. I think 
with others, that the verses 34 and 35 must be 
a verbatim quotation from the letter the 
Corinthians had written to St Paul asking him 
questions. 

Mr. Barron also claims that there are no texts 
which assert that a woman can be a pastor. 
Rom.I6,1 states that Phoebe was a deacon of 
the church at Cenchreae. Presumably, she was 
ordained. There was not a special order of 
deaconnesses in those days. 

My own views stein from a revelation God 
gave me from His word. I believe God wants 
women preaching and working for Him, and 
that He wants Christian men to accept 
Christian women as fellow-servants of God. 
Yours sincerely, 
Constance Knox 

MINIM 
CABOUT 
PEOPLE 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 
Rev. H. Norcott, formerly Curate, Moree is now 
Deacon-in-training, Wee Waa. 
Rev. A. Dircks, formerly Curate, Narrabri is now 
Curate, Moree. 

Rev. it. Witten has resigned as Rector, 
Boggabilla to be Rector, Quirindi. 
Rev. IL Hastie has resigned as Rector, Werris 
Creek to join the staff at Campbelltown, 
Diocese of Sydney. 

Mr. D. Wiedeman, Moore College is to be 
Deacon-in 'training, Guyra. 

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE 
Rev. J. Stephenson has resigned as Minister-in-
Charge, Ingle Farm as from 6th August, 1984 to 
be Minister-in-Charge, Morphett Vale in the 
Diocese of the Murray. 

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY 
Rev, B. W. Richardson will resign as Rector, Si, 
lames' Turramurra on 23rd lune, 1984 to 
become full time Archdeacon. 
Rev. T. P. Eglington died on 28th April, 1984 
Rev. A. W. Bosses died on and May, 1984. 
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