Mrs Audrey Bowie, seated at the table,

Williams, Worldwide Photos.

THE URN OF CONCERN'S IMPACT |

CMS missionary, Miss Shirley Harris, speaking at the Urn of Concern T'hanksgiving Dinner in
Sydney. Miss Harris was able to tell of the changes observed in the women who had attended
the Haggai Institute Course in Singapore, from her field of Pakistan. Miss Robyn Power and
were also speaking at this function.

- Ramon

“A MISSIONARY FOR ALL TIME"

Dr A. C. Stanley Smith died on July 28. He was the co-founder, in 1921, with his

brother-in-law, Dr Leonard Sharp, of the Ruanda Mission.

He served for 60 years in
Uganda, Rwanda and
Burundi to become the
ongest serving missionary of
the society. He and his wife

Zoe who survives him,
returned to the UK from
Uganda last year

Iribute was paid to this
“modern apostle of the
gospel of Jesus Christ'’ at the
funeral on August 2, when
many gathered to praise God
for his life

In his lifetime he saw the
work pioneered by the
Ruanda Mission bear fruit in
the growth of an autonomous
Anglican Church in Southern
Rwanda

Uganda and
Burundi

A very simple man, so

Furniture Removals loving, so humble nstru
mental in bringing the light
and Stor: 7y ?
orage of the gospel to our
G.&C.Drew Pty Ltd country,"’ said one bishop

68 Smiths Avenue *‘He was a missionary for

f all e, When he first came
Hurstville all time hen he first came
el among us, there were barriers
ocal, Country and of language, culture and

Interstate Removals
Write or phone: 50 8366
7

After Hours: 53

colour, yet he made an
impression on us. Jesus
Christ had given him that

PP PP IR P PP PP PP PP I PP r P s s s v s s ey

The Australian Church Record has been
bringing the news on Church affairs for
nearly 100 years

an independent
provocative
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church
news from Australia and overseas every two
N weeks

Become a subscriber now through our
special introductory offer: $5.00 for 12
months' issues (Normal Subscription $8.50)

‘

The Australian

NAME
ADDRESS

s s rrrrrrrrere

T4 PSSP PPl r s P PP s s st rr PP e rrrrer e e e e e e

POSTCODE

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Chuvrh
Record. | enciose $5.00, Subscription for 12 months
issues

Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St
Andrew’s House, Sydney Square, Sydney. NSW. 2000,

PP PP PP PP I PP I I P I PP PP r I PP s s s s r PP s

8 — AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, SEPTEMBER 18, 1978

Stanley Smith with his wife,

Zoe

that

love
barriers

penetrates all

“‘He will never leave our
thoughts,"" said Bishop
Sebununguri of Rwanda.

BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE

“Itis better to give than to receive”

has proved to be true to Es and Beryl W ay in

their involvement with a refugee family from Indo-China. Es Way, his wife Benl and
their friends Eric and Norma Langridge, members of the L ugarno Bllpll\l Church in
Sydney, have found true satisfaction as the result of their genuine sharing with

refugees.

Through the Indo-China
Refugee Association (ICRA)
these two families at Lugarno
have hosted a Vietnamese
family for the past 10
months

THINGSWEDO

ALLY

explains Beryl,
‘‘is not a matter of money,
but rather of caring. The
greatest demand on us is a
little time. We have visited
the family at the Refugee
Hostel and helped them with
many things that we do quite
naturally, such as filling in
forms, applying for employ
ment and making appoint-
ments. These can be major
hurdles for new people with

little understanding of our
language. Just an oppor
unity 1o practice conversa-

tional English is appreciated
by them.”

OPPORTUNITY

The Indo-China Refugee
Association is working to
help refugees to adjust to
their new home in Australia
Like these folk from Lugarno
you too can help by sharing a
little of your time and expe
rience with a family from
Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia
A meal at your home or a
day's outing can be a real
t for these people. It may
even result in a lasting and
valued friendship

For these Lao girls Australia is far from the refugee camps
which were their homes.

School Certificate useless + Frompage

Frinity Grammar has
introduced its own examina-
tion at the end of year 10 for
which its own certificate is
awarded. This certificate is
intended to let an employer
know more specifically how a
person has performed in the
basic areas of English,
mathematics, science and
history as well as in two
elective subjects.

A third

factor that Mr

West has identified was the
decline in a belief in absolute
values. Some forms of music,
some types of literature are
better than others. This is not
to mention the obvious that
some types of behaviour are
right and others wrong.
Employers want to employ
young people with a reason-

able ability in the basics of

reading, writing and number
skills but they do not believe
the average year 10 leaver

Archdeacon Eric A. Pitt

aged 65,

died instantly in a motor car accident in Surrey,

England, on 19th July, last. Hn\ wife, Pauline, survives him. Both his sons live in

Eric Arthur Pitt,
NSW,

He was vicar of St
Matthew's Rugby, when
Archbishop Mowll invited
him to become Dean of
Sydney in 1953. He was
already widely known in

English evangelical circles as
a leader in the Keswick move-
ment, in Crusaders and as a
BBC broadcaster.

Eric Pitt brought to St
Andrew's Cathedral a
refreshing, down-to-earth
vitality and an unusual
capacity for friendship

There were considerable
feelings abroad about the
appointment of an English-
man (despite the fact that he
was actually born in
Melbourne) but he quickly
won wide acceptance as a
man of great warmth, deep
humility and considerable
capacity as an administrator.

He was a godly man of
complete integrity and
despite much personal
tragedy during his years in
Sydney, his rich sense of

humour endeared him to
many.
BRIGHT (Vic)

Cook’s Pioneer Holidoy Flats
Fully self-contained. Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2
and 3 bedrooms. An ideal
holiday spot for all age
groups. Children
welcome

Box 8, Bright (Vic)

Ph: (STD 55) 1233

He was always loved and
respected by the many who
worked with him in the life of
the Cathedral and the
Cathedral Choir School. His
achievements for the school
were very considerable and
the obstacles which had to be
overcome 10 secure the new
school building brought out

The Late E. A. Pitt,

his gifts of and
resilience.

Much of his life as Dean
was lived under the constant
pressure of meetings and
committees and he was far
too active a man to relish
this. As Archdeacon of
Wollongong from 1962 and
then Archdeacon of Camden
from 1969 he was more able
to exercise his considerable
pastoral gifts

In addition to his life-long
association with numbers of
conservative evangelical
ministries, Eric Pitt had an
unfailing interest in sport,
playing cricket and golf
whenever he could. He
remained fit and vigorous to
the end.

His breadth of interests
was remarkable and included
Rotary, ex-servicemen,
Scouting, the Order of St
John of Jerusalem, church
music, the Church of
England Bible College and
ordination candidates.

He left Sydney in January,
1973, to take up the crown
living of Cheriton with Tich-
bourne in the diocese of
Chichester. He had spent the
afternoon at the home of
Canon Talbot Mohan in
Sevenoaks with the Arch-
bishop of Sydney and Lady
Loane and was killed while
driving home.

A memorial service was
held in St Andrew's
Cathedral, Sydney, and
Bishop Jack Dean preached

courage

has those skills and if he has,
the School Certificate is no
help in indicating it

““What we discovered was
that employers find it very
difficult to gauge at all

accurately what years of
secondary education have
done for their young inter
viewees, Because of this
uncertainty many potential
employers have deferred

taking on school leavers or
have insisted on hiring only
young people with the Higher
School Certificate.""

WORLDWIDE
PRAYER WATCH
FOR
ISLAMIC WORLD

A 24-hour prayer watch
for the Islamic world is being
vrganised by Sudan Interior
Mi on's Outreach
Ministries’ Gerald Swank.
The goal is to enlist “‘a select
group of prayer warriors to
form a chaim of prayer for
Muslims around the clock.”*

‘*Missions have neglected
evangelism among Muslims
for many centuries,"” Swank
explained. “‘Today among
Muslims there is a new
interest in Christianity; this
appears to be the time to
move in. Field work must
be matched by a corres-
pondmg emphasis on
prayer.

Those who join the Muslim
Prayer Watch receive news of
special items for prayer, and
have the option of being
introduced to other missions
that are working in Islamic
areas.
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ANGLICANS SUPPORT MARY

is Dean Keaney, Manager of

Brother Andrew (right) with his new book *‘Battle for Africa"’
at his news conference and book launching in Sydney.
“Open Doors'".

At left
Photo Ramon

Williams

COLPORTEURING
BIBLES TO CHINA

*“If people Down Under fail to accept responsibility
for China, the Chinese will soon be on your doorstep'’
says Brother Andrew who is currently visiting Australia
with the hope of estabilishing bases in Australia, New

Zealand and

Communist China. His

Indonesia.
organisation has
transported 20,000 Bibles to Red China.

Their main target —
already

He himself

spent his birthday in China in 1977.

T'wenty years ago a young
Dutchman visited Eastern
Furope. He found that 2,000
pastors  were without the
Scriptures as a result of the
policies of Communistic
regimes.

In order to provide much
needed Bibles he determined
on his return to Holland 1o
sell his newly acquired first
home.

Intervention by a number
of Christian Businessmen
made that step unnecessary
However, a second visit
behind the Iron Curtain
established that the number
was now 5,000,

Since 1955 ‘‘Brother
Andrew'’ (the name by which
he is known) has visited every
Communist Country with the
exception of North Korea
and Albania with the purpose

of smuggling Bibles and
other Christian literature.

Today there are four Euro-
pean bases for operation
Open Door (Brother
Andrew's Organisation).
There are also bases in Latin
America and Africa.

His organisation is also
training recruits. Much of his
training consists in motiva-
tional strategies. Volunteers
also learn how to cope with
culture shock, answer
questions which are likely to
be posed by authorities and
relate  to their Christian
brethren in the countries they
visit,

And of course there is
training for the art of smug-
gling scriptures. Members of
“Operation Open Door'' are

* To page 2

“I wish to identify the Church of England with all that this Rally stands for.
We thank God that Mary Whitehouse has come to Australia and we want to
assure her of our own deep appreciation for all that she has done for us. Also for
the sacrifice that she has made, physically and spiritually, in sustaining this

ministry. We apolog
our support!'’ said Bi¢

 for the actions of our ‘lunatic fringe’ but we assure her of
op A. J. Dain representing the Archbishop of Sydney and

the Church of England at the Climax Rally of the Mary Whitehouse Tour at the
Sydney Town Hall, Sunday, September 24.
Bishop Dain then went on to emphasise that it is essential that

people’s

forthcoming 1979 Billy Graham Crusade in Sydney,

spiritual change take place.

Police Public Relations quoted ‘‘approximately
50" officers being present. They were at every entrance
and exit. Plain clothes police were conspicuous by their
walkie-talkie sets. Others had cameras at the ready, to
photograph any disturbance. People entering the Town
Hall had their bags examined, fortunately, for several
“items'" were discovered.

basket of “‘flowers'. After
she had re-arranged them and
wilked away, a policeman of
the Rescue Squad hastily
grabbed the basket and took

In spite of the security, one
innocent young lady
managed to walk down the
side aisle, to the foot of the
stage, where she placed her

aitAuea

Mary Whitehouse addressing the Syaney Town Hall Rally,
Sunday, September 24, 1978. Photo: Ramon Williams

lives be changed and urged those present to be involved in the

to see such a

it outside, while the
lady was being arrested

young

The innocent ‘“‘basket of
flowers'" h concealed a
mixture of H\.Im en Sul
phide more commonly
known as ‘‘rotten egg gas’

The smell quickly filled the
Town Hall but did not cause
an exodus

Another
umbrellas and at a
time during the meeting
rose, unfurled their
umbrellas and walked down

group concealed
particular

the aisles towards the exists
Their umbrellas  carried
homosexual and lesbian
slogans

Throughout the Rally and
the following March for The
Child, the Dulwich Hill
Salvation Army Band pro
vided the music needed for
the community hymn singing
and the marching

Chairman of the Festival
of Light Advisory
Committee, the Hon Milton
Morris MLA chaired the
Rally

Mrs Mary Whitehouse in
commencing her address
expressed her appreciation
for all that has been done for
her around Australia during
this Tour

“The very fact of you
being here today means that
you are part of a great
movement A movement
which is just coming to birth
Just beginning to flower

““It is a movement which is
saying, in @ most positive and

creative fashion, ‘We have
had enough of certain
things and certain ideas,

which have had a false allure
but we now see them for
what they are." | believe that

* Topage$

THE CHURCH
ON THE
MOVE

“In comparison with the
churches in the West, the
feeling of the Asian churches
is one of moving forward in a
day of singular opportunity
for the gospel and the plant
ing of churches. The idea of
closing doors is a myth,"" said
the Reverend Dennis Lane,
the Overseas Director of the
Overseas Missionary Fellow-

ship.

Mr Lane presented a series
of four addresses to the
students and faculty of

Moore Theological College at
their recent convention on
the subjects of the Theo
logical Background to Mis

sion, the Issues and Struc
tures in Mission, the East
Asian Situation and the
Minister and Mission

He spoke in terms of
mission and not missions and

fact that the
lects the

underlined the
concept ref
very purposes of God

former

* Topage8

Rev Dennis Lane, Overseas
Director, Overseas Missionary
Fellowship

Church"

The hurt may

=

Helmut Thielicke in his book *‘The Trouble with the
notes the deleterious effect unforgiveness has
on the ministry of a Christian pastor.
that the gospel of forgiveness proclaims, and it robs his
words of their biting power in the proclamation to the
non-Christian person. It also saps the counsel of the
pastor to his congregation and undoes his work

It is none the less true for every Christian person who
cannot face the issue of forgiving in the same way we
ask for forgivenness from God and indeed, the way we
have come to expect it of Him.

The issue of forgiveness looms large in the Lord’s
Prayer where we ask for forgiveness from God in the
same way that we ourselves forgive others. The reason
why many Christians have lost the sense of God's
forgiveness may well come back to the fact that God is
forgiving them in precisely the same they are forgiving
others. This is how Jesus interprets the petition in the
Lord's Prayer. Matthew 6:14-15,
have
remembrance of the wrong inflicted may bring anguish,
and the consequences of the word or act may have

LS

It gives lie to all

left a deep wound, the

deeply affecied the life not only of the person hurt but
also of his family, Many Christians feel that they will
solve the issue by simply holding the offender at a
distance and if possible avoid the person at all costs

““How often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him" is a text that rolls readily from the
preacher's lips. However, until the enormity of our sin
against God of ten thousand talents is measured against
our one dollar’s worth we are asked to extend to our
brother, then we will rest content to maintain the status
quo on the issue. It may take also the interpretation of
the parable Jesus gave in Matthew 18:35 to shock us
into forgiving every one his brother from the heart.

In forgiving there may be times when it is not possible
to forget, but forgiving will mean that we will aim to
grow in fellowship with that person. That will mean we
will not hold the person at a distance not seek to avoid
him

The converse of Psalm 133:1 is only too true,
“‘Behold, how bad and how unpleasant it is for brethren
to attempt to dwell together in disunity’’, Many will be
able to bear witness to that? How many are able 1o bear

How bad and unpleasant

witness to the truth of Psalm 133:1 at this moment?

Perhaps some of the problems of our Christian life,
our local congregational life and our denominational
life can be traced back to the truth that we are being
are forgiving,
tiouble is simply a fulfilment
of our Lord's promise in Matthew 18:34-35

We all affirm that forgiveness is costly when we
reflect upon the forgiveness of sins before God. Our
own experiences will tell that to forgive others is a very
costly and sometimes difficult and vulnerable step. Yet
to the
resuming and furthering relationships with previously

forgiven in the same way w
much of our anguish and

our experiences will testify

estranged brethren

There will always be the problem of people sinning
against cach other as Christians by reason of the very
nature of the redeemed man who is both sinner as well
as justified. There will always be the temptation to move
away and break fellowship in such situations. There will
however always be the blessedness of forgiving, and the
sobering reminder of the consequences of refusing to
forgive every one his brother from the heart.

and that

blessedness of

WOORE COLLERE
LIBRARY
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PIE ON THE FLY

In some cultures in the West the throwing of pies is part
of slap-stick and although not all will readily be able to
identify with the humour, at least the intention is clear.
Children will always laugh at least,

However, the throwing of pies at Mary Whitchouse

reflects a rather different intention. It

is presumed it came

from one of those groups that would most readily support
the concept of freedom of speech provided they are

speaking

On the day before the final rally four groups of radical
students aimed to hold a counter rally in Hyde Park

entitled **Right to Choose"'

Their aim was to march on the

Chapter House where Mary Whitehouse was speaking to
disrupt the audience who apparently had no right to choose
the speaker they wished to hear. And if you cannot achieve
this, well at least make the listening unpleasant with rotten

cgg gas

T'he throwing of pies apparently aims at silencing the
speaker and marks the lowest possible rung on the ladder
of illogical arguments. It is called argument ad hominem—
abuse the man, and is a favourite device of people who
have no answer for the case presented and stoop to attack

the speaker and not the speech

Depending on who is

speaking, pie throwing would be regarded as an invasion of
the freedom of speech laid down in the charter of human

rights
One can
Whitehouse

only
interrogations commended
professional interviewers

programme after such ar

viewers that regardless

Whitehouse's Campaign she

Perhaps t

admire the
whose cool and
her position to
T'he commentator of a leading

interview
of whether you supported Mary

was compelling

courage of Mary
replies in TV
hardened

quiet
polite

stated before the

listening

pie throwing was the greatest tribute of all, and

to Christians that God

her mes a quiet reminder

purposes for all His creation that they will live His way and
man's conscience, however fallen, knows what he ought to
do. Bishop Dain was right when he expressed support for
Mary Whitehouse to remind us all of a coming campaign
whicl Il also speak to t nscience of men and present
God's will for His creation. Let us hope that like Mary
Whitehouse's Campaign it will be a three-star or three-pie

performance

BIBLES TO CHINA

* From Page 1

taught to cultivate the
“innocent look™. If for
instance you go to the Police
Station in search of di
tions and information it is
likely to mean that you won't
be followed by government
ents

In Eastern Europe since it
is the custom for Christians
not to smoke smoking at the
border is an ffective way of
providing a screen

ETHICAL

SMUGGLING?

«The approach is in Brother

Andrew's own words ‘'l
don’t tell a lie, but | pray to
God that I don’t have to tell
the truth either"’

How does Brother Andrew
justify this kind of action?

He has written a book
called The Ethics of Smug-
gling in which he goes into
detail on the subject. In
response to questions he is
quick to point out that
William Tyndale resorted to
all sorts of subterfuge in
order to circulate Bibles in
English.

“*Reople have the right to
have God's word because
God commands us to have
His word and heed it
Activities opposed by the
powers that be — anti-Chris-
tian Governments — things
which are in keeping with the
Kingdom of God must take
precedent over the rules of
these Governments.

“Peter said: ‘You must
obey God rather than men'.
There are therefore some
laws which must be broken if
we want to keep God’s
Laws."

BIBLE SOCIETY

CONFLICT?

Another controversial
aspect of “‘Operation Open
Door" is the organisation's
relationship to the Bible
Societies

I'he Binle Societies main
tain that there is no need o

send Bibles behind the Iron

Curtain using clandestine
means
Brother Andrew argues

that while at a public level
there is a constant, friendly
disagreement between
imself and the Bible Society
there is unofficial co-opera
tion between the two bodies

"*They ask me how many
Bibles I am going to need for
each year's operation. I'm
their best customer. Their
policy is to do via official
channels what we do unof
ficially. Behind the scenes we
work very closely. There is no
conflict.”

He adds that official
distribution of Bibles by
official channels provides
one ninth of the need for
Bibles in Communist
countries

AFRICAN

BATTLEFRONT

A Press Conference held in
Sydney was also the venue
for the launching of Brother
Andrew's latest book, The
Battle for Africa. Brother
Andrew argues that it took 50
years after the Russian Revo-
lution for the Church to
begin to evangelise Eastern
Europe. This he counts as a
failure.

In Asia he says it took 25
years following the revolu
tion in China for western
churches to take up the chal-
lenge of evangelism in main
land China — another
failure.

He sees the tide of nationa-
lisation in Africa as part of
an attempt by international
communism to dominate that
Continent. ““Why wait until
Africa is ‘closed’,” he asks.

Brother Andrew says that
the first part of the church’s
strategy should be a call 10
prayer. It must then get rid of
the concept of ‘‘closed
doors."" This he sees as the
only strategy whereby
revolut n of a type which
has occurred in Eastern
Europe and China will be
prevented

Brother Andrew questions
the concept of the, “*Under
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is the way the

““They were untrained laymen,"’
New English Bible translates part of Acts 4:13 (RSV
“‘uneducated, common men'’), This was, of course,
the assessment of Peter and John made by the Jewish
religious authorities. It echoes the ususal
condescension of professionals for those who are not
professionals, ie “‘laymen'’. And it is found in many
avenues of life: the medical expert vis a vis his
patient; the academic vis a vis his student; or
(perhaps without that particular terminology) the
trained mechanic and his customer.

THE AMATEURS

The distinction has been so strongly present in the church
that the words “‘laymen’’ or *‘laity’’ can be used there with
very little need of qualification. And what do these words
suggest?

I am afraid to many minds they suggest an amateur
status. I do not suppose that many Protestants would go as
far as Catholics like Yves Congar who wrote: “‘lay people
will always form a subordinate order in the church.'’ But it
has often worked out that way in practice, even though
these days there is a long-overdue re-assessment of
ministry.

We are, thankfully, light years away from the days when
ecclesiastical snobs like Sydney Smith condemned the first
(lay) missionaries as ‘‘didactic artizans'' and *‘delirious
mechanics’’ who had got above themselves simply by
speaking and writing publicly about their convictions
Thankfully, David Livingstone came along in the nick of
time to give by word and example a picture of noble
missionarvhood which was to capture the imagination of
the public and so frame a better image of lay ministry.

I'HE CHOSEN

The distinction between ‘‘clergy’’ and ‘‘laity’" has
unfortunate overtones. In the Greek city states those
chosen by lot (kleros) for high office were thus
distinguished from the masses (laos). There was, of course,
a distinction made in the Old Testament between Priest and
People. But even there the service of the former and the
dignity of the latter kept it all in a proper perspective, With
the coming of the New Testament the priestly caste
evaporated in the light of Christ's work as both High Priest
and Sacrificial Victim. The priestly caste disappeared, but
ministry, properly balanced between the whole people of
God and individuals within the whole, was established

ground Church”. He prefers
to call it the ‘‘Suffering
Church''. Iron Curtain
countries are not the only
places where this pheno
menon exists.

Asked which countries are
most hazardous both for
Christians and those who
bring Bibles to them he says
‘‘Albania, but Russia is a
good second."

Brother Andrew is
obsessed with the idea that
the Bible, not armaments is

Bibles. the 99 percent would
not be needed.

He is careful to avoid the
charge of political bias. He
won't discuss politics.
““Probably capitalism has
destroyed more souls than
communism ever will.
Perhaps the advent of
International Communism is
God's way of maintaining a
pure Church, free of
syncretism, free of libera-
lism"'. John Martin

By David Hewetson

LAY DAY?

Whilst believing very strongly in the priesthood of all
believers the Reformers were obviously most anxious to
retain an ordained ministry. They wished to publicly
recognise a particular pastoral and teaching function
within the Body of Christ which would equip other
members of the Body for the ministry that Christ left to the
church as a whole.

The relationship was probably never better expressed
than when Hans Rudi Weber wrote: ‘‘the laity are not
helpers of the clergy so that the clergy can do their job, but
the clergy are the helpers of the whole people of God, so
that the laity can be the church."

I'HE BUS DRIVER

Why, then, has it taken so long for the layman to have
his day? Hendrik Kraemer suggests that, against more
radical trends in the community, the Reformers, in order to
maintain law and order, postponed almost indefinitely any
real lay involvement. The clergy, once out front because of
their sacramental power, now gained a new prominence
based on knowledge of the Bible; and a laity, hopelessly
uninstructed in such things, slipped back again to a
subordinant place.

Thus the ‘*bus driver stereotype’’ was established: the
clergyman up front with his hands firmly placed on the
wheel, the people sitting behind him in serried ranks, one
or two of them occasionally given the great privilege of
collecting the fares!

It is hard to know who to blame most these days for
clericalism: domineering clergy or lazy laymen. But, as we
dispense with it we shall, 10 doubt, face new imbalances.
Anti-clericalism could be one. Or, more simply, a
confusion of roles on the part of both the ordained and
unordained ministry. Sorting this out is probably where we

the key to world peace
Recently he told Pentagon
officials that if one percent of
the Western World’s
armaments budget was given
over to the production of

BIBLES FOR
ANGOLA

I'he office of the Bible
Society in Angola was totally
destroyed during the war
which raged there.

When this occurred the
manuscript of the translation
of the New Testament into
Kimbundu also perished and
it had to be retranslated all
over again to be published
together with the Old Testa-
ment.

The Christians in Angola
are determined to reorganise
the Angolan Bible Society
and are already at work on
this project, in order to
provide for the great demand
for Bibles and tracts from the

Sowing

Scriptures.
The first complete Bible in
Kimbundu — spoken by

1,500,000 people — is at
present being distributed.

Justification by faith, says
Paul in Romans 5:1 and 2,
does three things for us at
once: it gives us peace with
God: it puts us firmly in the
place of all blessings; and it
enables us to exult at the
prospect of our future final
glorification. M. L-Jones

November 6th
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PREPARING

“Gicld

fyou'dlike to close the DECISION — DISCIPLESHIP gap in vour

local church by looking at the

Re /" cult
\m’dlan ivating

Harvesting

be introduced to ...
a colourful contemporary concept of teaching
with a set of four filmstrips with commentary in “Australian™, to
teach fringe members as well as inquirers

AND PREPARE THE NEW BELIEVER TO REACH OUT
TO HIS UNSAVED FRIENDS.

join us in an INSPIRATIONAL SEMINAR
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Seminar leaders: The Rev
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are at right now.
u ’ 000
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'The Circle
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THE TOUCH OF HIS HAND
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

till November 7th, closing 930 pm
John Baxter and Gerald Hanscamp

(047) 31 2795.
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~ P.0O. Box 464, Penrith

Dangers of Holman Hunt

BY JOHN INCHELY

“The ‘let Jesus come into
able and unscriptural’.” This

your heart’ appeal for children is ‘improper,
is how a fringe adult recently described his

unsatisfactory childhood experience of response as a member of a boys' Christian
Bible class — **I hud a quick touch of the Holman Hunt which never worked."

At this time of year
thousands of children will be
attending Christian camps or
joining in the activities of in-
land and seaside holiday mis-
sions. At very many of these
it is more than likely that en-
thusiastic helpers will
perpetuate the popular
evangelical insistence for
children 1o “‘Let Jesus Come
Into Your Heart"'.

The implication is that if
you have not let the Lord
Jesus into your heart you are
a complete spiritual outsider
even if you are a tiny child —
lost, guilty and on the way to
Jjudgement,

As likely as not, this non-
scriptural emphasis to “‘let
Jesus come into your heart"’

will be linked to Holman
Hunt's beautiful Pre-
Raphaelite picture and

Revelation 3:20, taken com-
pletely out of its adult
context of reproof and
chastening to the lukewarm
Laodicean church

HOLMAN MAN

For many vy I was a
Holman Hunt man myself,
constantly using the well-
known unauthentizated story
of the hand!c ui the door in
the picture being on the in-
side, and c¢ncoursging the
children to sing most of the
numerous “‘let Jesus come in
to your heart'' hymns and
choruses which almost
without exception are post
1854 when the Light Of The
World picture was made
public. I expect that this was
also the time when the “'open
the door of your heart"
teaching began

Now | have come to realise
that this is an improper and
unsuitable presentation of
the meaning of response to a
child. And for the following
reasons

It is too metaphorical. The
use of the word ‘‘heart’,
while usage may make it
comprehensible in some areas
remains an unsuitable
metaphor for junior children
aged 1l or 12

When *‘letting Jesus come
into your heart'" is exchanged
for “‘open the door of your
heart'’ often illustrated by an
unacceptable lover's heart
shaped cardboard cutout,
one difficult metaphor is ad-
ded to another. Even a door
on its own which needs to be
opened by the child will need
a deal of explaining.

It is non-scriptural, The
profound and beautiful ut-
terance of our Lord in
Revelation 3:20 has to be
taken completely out of its
context for use in teaching
about an individual’s first
coming to the Saviour. This
no doubt might be allowable
if its use in this way could be
supported by other Scrip-
tures. But this is not the case.

There is no other Scripture
to my knowledge which can
support the ‘‘let Jesus come
into your heart’ teaching.
Neither is there any sermon
in the records of Acts nor any
instance in personal confron-
tation with individuals by our
Lord himself or his followers
which uses this approach.

The opening of a door or
“letting Jesus into  your

John Inchley

heart'’ requires a critical hap-
pening in time. For insteucted
children the response to the
Saviour is almost always
developmental, much more
like a flower opening to the
sun than the opening of a
door.

It puts the emphasis
dangerously on what the in-
dividual must do instead of
what God has done in Christ
and of the present ministry of
the Holy Spirit.

In terms of intelligent
presentation to children the
use of Revelation 3:20 will re
quire an answer to the ques
tions, ‘“Why is the door a
closed door?'" *“‘Was the
child born like that?"’ Do |
really believe that this is the
normal state of a child in his
relationship to the Lord?"
““Then what did Jesus mean
when he said To such
belongs the kingdom of
heaven?"

The most important reason
for avoiding the “‘let Jesus
come into your heart'’ cliche,
and the Revelation verse, is
that there is a better, more
scriptural, more positive and
more understandable way of
teaching children about
response

ALTERNATIVE YE

The alternative,
thoroughly scriptural, ron-
metaphorical teaching about
personal response for the
child is the invitation simply
and straightforwardly to
“*say Yes to God and to Jesus
for myself”". This is im-
mediately acceptable to the
understanding of the child,
and is nothing more nor less
than a self-explanatory para-
phrase of believing and
receiving

It can be beautifully il-
lustrated from the Old Testa-
ment — eg, Jacob's ‘‘The
Lord shall be my God"' with
the oil poured upon the stone
as a confirmation of inten-
tion, viz, **And I really mean
it."" It is exemplified by the
constant preaching content in
the Acts, and by the response
of the disciples to Jesus in
John 6:66-69, and by the
literal behaviour of Zac-
chaeus.

Zacchaeus certainly receiv-
ed the Lord Jesus (joyfully it
says) into his home and into
his life, but it is important
not to confuse the issue by
saying ‘“‘into his heart" —
avoid the metaphorical heart.
He received Jesus as a
Friend, a Brother, a Saviour

When next you are considering buying a new vehicle, may |
suggest you contact me to look at the range of GMH
vehicles now available from 4 cylinder Gemini to Statesman

Caprice

| can assure you of my best attention and competitive
prices. Clergy, of course, will be allowed fleet owner

discount

| am an active member of St Paul's

Church, Castle Hill and would
appreciate the opportunity to meet you

in the widest meaning of the
word and also eventually as
Lord into his life.

MODERN

ILLUSTRATION

The modern illustration of
a2 husband and wife saying
Yes to each other and coming
to belong to one another
developmentally and pro-
gressively can also be used.

This is the meaning of
John 1:11-13 which is the
doctrinal authority for show-
ing the individual the necessi-
ty of “saying Yés'' — of
believing and receiving. He
came unto his own to be their
Lord and King and Deliverer
— they said No to him. But
1o those who received him —
who said Yes to him he
gave the right to become
children of God (experiential-
ly for themselves).

And this depended not
upon ‘‘the will of man (open
ing a door), but of God"
For covenant children this
ties up most beautifully with
the dgiirine of being pur-
posively “‘a child of God and
an inheritor of the kingdom
of heaven."

HAT YES CONV

Also, because this saying
Yes to God and to Jesus is
likely to be developmental
and progressive it avoids all
kinds of dangers. It allows
the child to keep on coming
which is right and proper; in
contrast it is unreasonable to
keep on opening the door. To
a large extent it also avoids
the constant lament of the
child, *‘1 did ask Jesus into
my heart and nothing hap
pened."”’

Saying Yes transfers the
onus to the Lord to do the
happening, and because the
response is progressive so is
the expectation, This also
becomes tied eventually to
mature and objective
teaching concerning the
mystery and reality of the
sovereign indwelling of
Christ in the heart of the
believer (John 14:23; Ephe
sians 3:7-19; Colossians
1:27; 1 Peter 3:15). With this
in mind it avoids the
dangerous teaching of ‘‘let
Jesus into your heart and live
happily ever after."’

While | constantly meet
children who are puzzled by
teaching they have received
along the lines of letting
Jesus into your heart, it is
refreshing also quite often to
receive a letter during a mis
sion which says, *'I said Yes
to Jesus when I was six. Now
I have said a bigger Yes than
ever before."

This, surely, is a true
straightforward scriptural
response CEN
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Chinese Plot Strategy

The third North American Congress of Chinese
Evangelicals, held at York University, Toronto in mid-
August, heard repeated calls for evangelisation of all
segments of the Chinese community, coupled with
cross-cultural outreach to the non-Chinese world.

Professional people and
students figure largely in
many of the 280 congrega-
tions that have emerged in
Canada and the United
States. The 300 delegates to
the Toronto congress were
warned that they should not
neglect important groups in
their ethnic community

Specifically the elderly, the
North American-born
Chinese, and working people
were cited. Failure to evange-
lise them could mean that
congregations would
continue as ‘“‘middle class,
affluent churches existing in
the midst of a hetergeneous
(Chinese) community,”’
stated a preliminary report
presented to the congress.

Delegates were also
reminded that their churches
were part of 2 larger fellow-
ship and that their churches
should not become ethnic
and cultural enclaves, ‘‘We
Chinese should pray about
the larger world beyond that
of our kinsmen," contended

Dr Eddie Lo. **What of those
non-Christians that further
crowd our world?"" he asked.
“Qur responsibility under
God extends to the whole
generation of which we are a
part."”

The increasing number of
young people enrolled in
training for full-time Chris
tian service and expanding
missionary support from the
churches were indicators of
expanded evangelisation
endeavours,

During the week that the
congress met here, China
again figured in international
news. Chairman Hua Kuo-
feng set out on a tour that
took him to Europe. During
the same week, a World Bank
development report stated
that by the turn of the
century, China’s population
would top the billion mark.

The motto displayed

prominently at congress
functions summed up the re-
sponse of Chinese evange

licals: **For Such a Time as
This™

CHURCH SCHOOL
TV CURRICULUM

A new Church School curriculum utilising the
common experience of television is being developed by

the Media Action R

arch Centre (MARC) under the

sponsorship of the Parish of Trinity Church, New Yorl.

*“The curriculum will be a
five-level study, Biblically
based,”" Dr Parks, Rector of
Trinity Church stated, “‘that
is being designed to help par
ticipants develop a
theological understanding of
their culture as derived from
values.” The study will ex
plore the development of
beliefs, as learned from
television and from Christian
teaching, about the world,
about - life styles in the
culture, about relationships
between people, and about
self

“*We are using television as
a common experience to
enable participants to define

and refine their own pe
sonal theology, to define and
refine their own personal
value system, and to apply
this theology and these values
to the television experience
We believe that as persons
begin to apply their theology
and values to television they
will move that process inte
other life experiences.””

The 12-week course will
provide material for lower
clementary, upper elemen
tary, junior high, high and
adults. It will be based largel
on the reflective method
whereby participants  will

share their common ex
perience in viewing televi
sion.

LATVIAN]
CHURCH

Pointing to uncertain
conditions, the pastor of the
largest  Baptist church in
Latvia in the USSR, said the
world is at a crossroads of
human history.

Arvids Vaskis, pastor of St
Matthew's Baptist Church in

the Baltic Sea state, spoke
about Baptist work in the
Soviet Union on missions

night during Bible Preaching
Week at Ridgecrest Baptist
Conference Centre, North
Carolina

“I feel we are at a cross-
roads of human history,"" he
said. **Many people in our
part of the world are looking
to us as Christians, seeking a
message of hope."™'

Vaskis said he was de-
lighted to report that after a
number of years of delays,
his government had finally
this year approved the use of
the ‘“‘Baptist Hymnal'' in
church services

‘‘Please pray with us that
we will get the same approyal
for distribution of the
Bible,"" he asked

Vaskis, in an interview
following his message, dis
cussed the shortage of Bibles
in Latvia, noting that visitors
may bring a copy or two with
them for friends on visits

Reports indicate that no
Bibles are available for sale
there, although the Luthe
rans printed a New Testa
ment several years ago

The Latvian pastor said his
country contains 62 Baptist
churches with a membership
of 6500. His church has 600
members and a choir of 150
My greatest wish is that |
can have my choir here to
sing for you at Ridgecrest.”’

The broad shouldered
minister reported that there is
a ‘‘great awakening and
thirst for God, particularly
among the young people.’”

He said that 16 per
were baptised in his church at

the last service before his
departure for America, and
10 of those were young
persons

He said that persons who
become Christians are not
pressured or harassed by the
government in Latvia, the
report concluded
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Ihe Rev Robert Noble, St John's Episcopal Churcl, Idaho Falls, shares a new parish
confirmation programme, Discovery Weekend.

WEEKEND CONFIRMATION CLASS

When Rev Robert

Noble of the Episcopal Church finished

his spring

confirmation class in 1977, he drove home and told his wife, ‘‘Never again. That's the

last one I'll do.™

For years at Idaho Falls,
this Idaho minister had sup
pressed a growing dissatisfac
tion with the traditional
methods of preparing people
for confirmation. Confirma
tion candidates were re-
ceiving a good academic pre
sentation of Christianity and
of the Episcopal Church, but
he felt the traditional con
firmation class does not offer
an experience of the
dynamics of the Christian
faith that leads to commit
ment Then too, newly
confirmed members often
felt on the outside of the
established congregation

So, with his wife, Gale,
and a group of members of St
Jlohn’s Parish, Mr Noble,
developed a new programme
“Discovery Weekend''. The
programme brings together
candidates for confirmation
and lay people from the
congregation

During a weekend of
sharing, individual team
members present  various
aspects of their faith: grace,
prayer, the law, the Trinity,
the work of Jesus Christ, sin
and forgiveness, God's trust,
the sacraments, the Church

Each person making a pre-
sentation shares a personal
journey, growth, understand
ing or experience of specific
areas of faith Team
members do their major
effort within the small table
groups as they explore
together

“Changes in our society
demand that we find a new
way to make disciples,”” he
suggests. *“‘The conventional
confirmation class assumes
that people already have a
solid experience of Chris-
tianity. This isn't true today;
in our post-Christian culture,
faith and commitment
cannot be assumed even in
persons raised in Christian
households, let alone those
with no background in the
Christian faith and life.""

Response to the Discovery
Weekend has been enthu
After the first such
weekend, the bishop con-
firmed the largest class in the
history of St John's. The
parish grew by 10 percent in
one class

siastic

A Discovery Weekend
involves the entire parish
Parishioners, as well as Mr
Noble, invite candidates
Support teams handle
cleaning, decorating, cooking
and serving. Some members
maintain a prayer vigil during
the weekend while others
pray with team members
prior to their presentations.

T'he weekend begins with
dinner on Friday evening in
the parish hall. Introductions
are made and people are as
signed to table communities
These smaller groups of six to
ten people, including two
team members, remain
together for workshops, pre
sentations and creative

SPIRITUAL CLIMATE
IN FRENCH QUEBEC

The volatile political and social climate in the
Canadian province of Quebec has not hampered

outreach,

according to spokesmen for

evangelical churches in that region. Baptist, Pente-
costal, and Christian Brethren churches all report
increased receptivity to the gospel and the establishment
of many new French-speaking congregations.

The separatist movement
that seeks to secure indepen-
dence from the Canadian
federation has gained
momentum and international
attention during the past
decade. The victory in 1976
of the separatist Parti
Quebecois in the provincial
election brought to power a
party dedicated in indepen-
dence for the predominantly
French-speaking province.
T'he new government
promises a referendum on the
question within the next two
years.

The majority — about 90
per cent — of Quebec’s
population of 6% million is

French-speaking, and most
of those are Roman
Catholics. The church's

leaders acknowledge a sharp
decline in influence in the in-
creasingly secuiarised society
The separatists appeal to the

French-speaking majority to
preserve the language and
culture, They contend that an
independent state is necessary
to achieve that goal.

The election of the separa-
tist party has disturbed many
in the business community
and created a climate of un-
certainty in the financial
markets. In spite of that
general unrest, evangelical
churches are reporting an
unprecedented response
among French Canadians.
All indicate that young
people are especially recep-
tive,

Four groups have regis-
tered substantial gains in the
past uecade. They are the
Pentecostal Church, the
Christian Brethren, the
Fellowship of Evangelical

Baptist Churches, and the
Union of French Baptist
Churches. '
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activities throughout the
weekend
Friday night emphasises
aloneness. Through talks,
sharing and activities, people
are led to identify their per
sonal aloneness and incom
pleteness. At one point,
during a dramatic reading,
participants are asked to sit
apart in a semi-darkened
church. After a concluding
Bible meditation, partici-
pants go home with the
promise that God meets them
in their own dilemmas
Saturday presentations
deal with how persons can
overcome separation. Team
members share their under-
standing of God's grace and
loving trust. They are free to
express their own confusions
as well as convictions.
Creative exercises and
frequent breaks follow each
group of talks. Saturday
activities include a trust walk,
and a visual prayer exercise
A forgiveness circle brings
the afternoon session to a
close. Throughout Saturday,
team members share their
convictions of Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Saviour. In the
evening, one team member
leads a prayer workshop.

The highlight of the
Sunday morning is an
intimate Holy Communion

held in the upper room where
the group has been seques
tered

In the afternoon, during an
affirmation circle, table
mates identify the gifts they
have received from each
other during the weekend.
The process moves from
aloneness to delighted
belonging. Later all partici-
pants, grouped in a large
circle, have an opportunity to
share what the weekend
means to them.

This programme tries to
emphasise that the weekend
has been just a starting point,
and that the development of
spiritual gifts will be a joyful
lifetime of growing

The surprise is the great
participation in adult educa-
tion following a weekend, he
says. There are programmes
in Christian nurture and
skills offered six days a week
to meet the need following
the weekend experience.

The Discovery Weekend is
not an attempt to teach all
there is to know about Chris-
tianity Mr Noble says. It
deals with the questions and
statements from the
baptism/confirmation
service in the Proposed Book
of Common Prayer. These
are the things necessary to
help a person make a decision
of faith, he says.

Mr Noble is currently
completing the writing of a
manual and developing train-
ing tapes so that this Dis-
covery Weekend may be
available to other parishes.

' BEHIND THE CURTAIN

BILLY GRAHAM
TO POLAND

Billy Graham will preach in six major cities of
Poland, October 6-16, 1978, on his second preaching
mission to a communist country in Eastern Europe.

Graham, who preached in
Hungary for a week in Sep-
tember of 1977, will preach in
Poland’s capital city of War-
saw and in the historic uni-
versity and religious centre of
Cracow.

He will also deliver
sermons in the industrial and
commercial centres of
Poznan, Wroclaw, Katowice
and Bialystok.

“1 will preach the same
Gospel in Poland,”” Dr
Graham said, *‘that | have
preached around the world
for 30 years. There will be no

restrictions on my preach
ing."
Details of the meetings

were worked out by Dr
Walter H. Smyth, Inter
national Vice-President of
the Billy Graham Evange:
listic Association, and
Dr Alexander S. Haraszti,
BGEA Liaison Representa-
tive for Eastern Europe.
Smyth and Haraszti visited
Poland in late July and met
with a wide range of church
and state officials, including
the Rev Michael Stankiewicz,

President of the Polish
Baptist Union, and Dr
Witold Benedyktowicz,

President of the Polish
Ecumenical Council, whose
organisations invited Dr
Graham to Poland.

The Ecumenical Council
represents approximately one
million church members.,

‘hey also met with
Minister Kazimierz Kakol,
President of the State Office
for Religious Affairs, which
approved Dr Graham’s visit.

Rev Zdjislaw Pawlik who
is General Secretary of the
Polish Ecumenical Council
and Vice-President of the
Polish Baptist "nion and
Director of the Baptist
Seminary in Warsaw, will be
Dr Graham's interpreter.

Arrangements were made

for Dr Graham to visit
historic sites, including the
infamous Nazi concentration
camp of Auschwitz, the
Polish Soldiers' Monument
in Warsaw, and the location
of the Warsaw Jewish
Ghetto.
He will also visit several loca
tions associated with Polish
religious history, including
the Shrine of Czechostowa
and the Rock Salt Chapel in
Wieliczka, near Cracow,

The Rock Salt Chapel is
hundreds of feet below
ground in an ancient salt
mine

Dr Smyth said that excite
ment over Dr Graham's sche
duled visit **is running quite
high in Poland,'" the report
concluded.

Christian faith advancing in

Eastern Europe

The Christian faith is gaining ground in Eastern
Europe — despite the State’s oppression of the Church.
This advance legitimately could be called ‘‘the greatest

miracle of the century."”

These observations have
been made by Ludek
Pachman, emigrant from
Czechoslovakia nd  inter
national chess player. He was
being interviewed at his home
in West Germany on the
occasion of the tenth anni
versary of the invasion of
Czechoslovakia

“A new springtime in
Eastern Europe is imminent.
It will mean a resurgence of
liberal ideas and of the Chris-
tian faith,"" he said.

These past years, people in
Eastern Europe have been
experiencing the ‘‘greatest
miracle of the century"
Despite the State's oppres
sion of the Church, the
Christian faith is gaining
ground, especially among
young people and intellec-
tuals

Pachman called upon
Christians in the West to
show Czech Christians
suffering from severe
reprisals political, moral
and material solidarity.

Pachman said he had
become a Communist during
World War II and had held
several political offices. Later
he belonged to the leading
representatives of the so-
called *‘Prague Spring’' of
the Dubcek era

Following
occupation of
vakia, Pachman
months in
that time, he
Christian.

In 1972, he was forced to
leave his country. Today,
Pachman is working as a
journalist in Vilshofen
(Bavaria). CEN
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: Episcopal $100,000 for African Refuge:s

UNDERGROUND
EVANGELISM

Underground Evange-
lism International reports
that during the year April
1, 1977 to March 31, 1978,
1,718,120 portions of
literature were delivered

into Communist coun-
tries.
This includes 460,021

Bibles and New Testaments;
195,754 Gospels and por-
tions; 68,513 Hymn books
and Concordances; 254,480
Bible teaching books; and
739,352 Gospel Letters with
Gospels and Gospel portions.

It is stated that this is an
increase of 25.6% over last
year. UE is aiding more than
400 national Christian
workers.

Dr Silas Hong, Director
for Asia, reports that during
a recent three months period,
1,280 UE Bibles entered into
China. For several years UE
has been transporting Bibles
into China in the new simpli
fied Chinese.

Unusual Language
in Polish Bookshop

When the Polish govern-
ment was preparing to send
development technicians fo
India and Zambia, it came
across one big problem,

There were no text books
available in the new lan-
guages that these men had to
learn

So the Bible

Poland found among iis
customers a group of
engineers who wanted to buy
Bibles in a variety of lan-
guages used in India and
Zambia.
There were a few raised
ebrows at the United Bible
Societies Regional Centre in
Brussels when an order was
received for Bibles in Telugu,
Malayam and Bemba.

But the Polish Bible
Society’'s General Secretary

Society in

Barbara Enholc-Narzynska
explained that she was
supplying the technicians

with the only texts they could
get in the languages they had
to learn for their assign-
ments.

LAMBETH REPORT

In a reference to the schism
which has occurred in the US
Episcopal Church, Bishop
T'homas of Wangaratta suc-
cessfully moved an amend-
ment which acknowledged
that both the debate about
women’s Ordination, as well
as the Ordinations
themselves, have caused
distress and pain to some
Churches.

i

The Rev Samir J. Habiby, executive director of the Episcopal Church's Presiding Bishop's
Fund for World Relief voices high praise for the response to the Fund's All Africa Refugee
Appeal which raised almost $US100,000. However, he notes that there is still great — and
growing — need to help the thousands of refugees symbolised by the woman and infant in the
Appeal poster.

ABORTION NIGHTMARE

A Christian nursing sister in New Zealand faces a difficult situation when
told her duties would involve assistance with abortions.

Having six months to fill in before doing further nursing training, I went to work at the midwifery unit of a
large public hospital where I had worked five years earlier.

Before | started, I was told
I would work on the anfe-
natal ward, work which 1
enjoy, as the mothers need so
much more caring for.

On my first day I dis-
covered to my horror that |
was expected to assist with
abortions on mothers over
three months pregnant, in
addition to caring for normal
ante-natal cases. These
abortions, done by means of
drugs ro induce labour,
require the assistance of a
midwife.

I discussed the situation
with a friend, as | wanted to
know the procedures to be
followed by nurses with con-
scientious objections to
abortion.

I met the chaplain the
following day. He told me
that many nurses hated being
involved in abortions. He
advised me to see the Matron

she was very reasonable,
and |1 had a legal right to
refuse to care for patients
having abortions, except
where necessary to save life

Matron was extremely
pleasant and said she would
have me transferred to
another ward immediately,
But 1 preferred to work on
the midwifery unit.

One day the Ward Sister
took me into the doctor's
room privately and said to
me, ‘‘As these changes have
come about | have just gone
along with them. Now you
are making me think about
what I am doing — and you
are making other people
think t0o."

For the first three weeks |
was not asked to help with
abortions. | later discovered
that, where possible, my days

off had been planned to coin-
cide with abortion days.

One day, however, coming
on duty at 3 pm, | was told
that a patient had not ter
minated as soon as expected
and that, if 1 did not agree to
look after her, the Ward
Sister, who had been on duty
since 8 am, would have to
stay on duty till 11 pm.

The mother's comment,
“If I had known it was going
to be all this trouble, I would
have gone ahead and had the
baby,”’ did nothing to
increase my faith in the argu-
ments about women making
‘‘intelligent, responsible
decisions’" about abortion.

I had frequently been told

that I would not be able to be
kind to an abortion patient,
but 1 found that this was not
true. | can feel sorry for a
person and do all I can to
relieve her suffering, even
when that suffering is self
inflicted.

When | got off duty and
had time to think about the
situation, I realised that I had
not had to do anything to
procure an abortion. 1 had
only given the routine care
that one would give any
woman in labour — except to
listen to the baby's heartbeat;
there was no point in doing
that

I had been very careful to
avoid using the word *'baby"’

MARY WHITEHOUSE RALLY

* From page 1

you and 1 are moving into a
new type of society the
post permissive society!"’

Knowing the type of
pornographic material being
produced, because of
contacts in Europe and the
United States, Mary White
house told of being prepared
for action when word was
received of similar material
being *‘under the counter” in
the Soho area of London.

Quick action prevented it
being circulated and it was
banned.

The same type of material,
she claimed, is now freely
available in Adelaide, South
Australia.

“If the children are to be

free., If they're not to be
used.

“If they're not to be ex
posed ideas, often very
heavily politically motivated,
which separates them and
breeds hate, between them
and their parents, their
history and their past . .. you

and I have a very great deal
to do, to re-infuse our
Society with a sense that life
is good; that sex is wonder-
ful; that it is possible to have
something called ‘self-con-
trol’.

““We hardly hear it men-
tioned these days! Chastity
and self-control have become
the dirty words today, that
we simply can't mention!"’

Dean Lance Shilton then
read out the wording of a
letter which was being sent to
leaders of political parties in

view of forthcoming
elections, in New South
Wales.

Questions asked of the
political parties were —

What would be your policy
concerning:

® Legalising the use of
marijuana?

® Legalising  homosexual
practices?

* Legalising Abortion-on-
demand?

® The indecent use of
children in publications and

films?

® Legalising of brothels
and prostitution?

o Legalising of de facto
relationships for adoption of
children?

The letters were then sent
to the leaders of the State
Government, the Opposition
and the Country Party.

After the close of the
Rally, over 1500 took part in
the March of the Child
through the city streets, stop-
ping en route in front of a
building now used for porno
graphic films, which used to
be a Salvation Army Citadel,
for a protest.

After attending the Mary
Whitehouse rally in the

Sydney Town Hall this after
noon Mr Jim Cameron, MP,
NSW  Shadow Attorney-
General said, **l want to pay
my own warm tribute to the
courage, good humour and
tenacity * of this wonderful
woman, She is the embodi
ment of the values which
have most enriched our
civilisation - kindlines:
family bonds, innate mora
sense and fealty to the
Creator, among them

“In particular, I want to
mark myself off from the
denigration Mrs Whitehouse
received at the hands of

South Australia's immature
Attorney-General, Mr
Duncan.

and got quite a shock when
the mother herself used it.

The next day, being deter-
mined not to face the same
situation again, 1 put my
objections to the Matron in
writing.

Although unpleasant, this
was a very useful experience.
It clarified my thinking on
abortion. | had never thought
about it seriously before, My
church taught that it is
murder, now suddenly | was
expected to assist with
abortions.

Abortion is a bereavement
situation, and the mother
needs to go through the
process of grieving. Anyone
who thinks a woman can
have a foetus removed with
as little emotional reaction as
having a tooth removed is
either dishonest, ignorant, or
abnormal

The mother
through many emotional
reactions and counter
reactions before she can
reach a decision that she can
live with for the rest of her
life

The work of a counsellor is
to take the woman's hand
and accompany her through
these reactions, not to push
her towards one decision or
the other

In spite of claims made in
the popular press — popular,
no doubt, because it tells
people what they want to
hear it is by no means
unusual for an abortion
patient to be transferred to a
psychiatric clinic the day
after the operation, or a few
months later

Sterility, ruptured womb,

should go

and anaesthetic death are
also complications to be
taken into account. Like so

many things in life, abortions
seem the easiest way out of
the problem at the time, but
the problems created for the
future are far greater.

Doctors who
recommended abortions
casily are considered kind,
but the really-kind doctors
are those who will spend
hours of their time counsel-
ling and assisting a woman to
face up to the fact of her
pregnancy

Abortion is a quick and
casy way out of a problem
for doctor as well as patient,
but it is the woman who has
to bear the after effects, long
after the doctor has forgotten
all about her

(Reprinted  from
lenge Weekly"'
Zealand.)

**Chal-
New

Businessmen learn to be Christian businessmen

The first seminar to be conducted by a newly-formed group, named Christian
Seminars Australia, was deemed to be a huge success by the participants. Over 40 men
and 2 women attended the seminar held at the Sydney Hilton Hotel. Tuesday.

September 26th.

“Estate and Tax Planning
Seminar’’ was the title given
for the meeting, which at-
tracted Christian
businessmen from manage-
ment positions in the adver-
tising field, taxation, accoun-
tancy, law, medicine, and ad-
ministration.

John Craik spoke on the
subject The Pathway to
Financial Freedom. Relevant
passages of Scripture were
applied to the aims and
motives of a businessman.
The first wording read on the
screen said *'Stewardship is
much more than an inten-
tion. It's action.'’ This set the
tone and theme throughout.

Here was a group of
leaders in business being
taken through verse after

verse, to learn or be remind-
ed, of the importance of
priorities and the Lordship of
Christ.

Robert Starky LL.B. took
the subject the Use of Trusts
and Companies for Tax and
Estate Planning. The various
structures open and possible
through law in the forming of

trusts and companies was ex-
plained in easy to understand
terminology. Several remark-
ed how helpful it was to
them, personally

Money and Its Respon-
sibilities was spoken about by
Paul Clift FCA who explain-
ed the history of taxation and
its structures today. ‘‘Best
advice is professional ad-
vice," said Mr Clift in em-
phasising that those with tax-
ation questions should deal

with those who are trained in
that particular field.

**We are to give a lead and
guide in society,” Mr Clift
continued, ‘‘but we as Chris-
tians need counsel of wise
and experienced people.”’

The Christian Seminars
Australia is a non-profit
organisation, currently offer-
ing a dual ministry in the
arcas of Personal Money

Management as well as Non-
Christian Cults.

- .

The speakers at the first seminar conducted by *‘Christian

Seminars Australia’’ answer questions from the auvdience.

They are (left to right): Paul Clift FCA, Robert Starky LL.B,

Chairman David Craik and the founder of CSA, John Craik.
Photo: Ramon Williams

HOLY SMOKE

In evidence for the strange-
ness of reality there is little to
choose between the world
chess championships and the
space between Popes.

That a contest between the
finest players of the world's
most perfect game could
degenerate into a shouting
match is weird enough; that a
conclave of aging men in
ancient garb should use
smoke signals (o announce
that they have found what
some call amusingly ‘'‘a
successor to Jesus Christ”’
borders on the absurd.

There is no denying that
God is a God of the absurd,
and a God of the unexpected
We rejoice in the way He
avoids our expectations

But when absurdity of such
an artificial kind becomes en
trenched it is time to start
thinking.

CEN

SALES
ASSISTANTS
(2)
required for Interesting
ns now availabie in a
rn supermarket at
ugu an Aboriginal Town.
n Groote Eylandt in the

ship
Gulf of Carpentaria

Suitable for women about
25/35. Experience in retall
frade check-out work elc
preferred. Active Church
affiliation essential. Modern
accommodation avallable.

Please write with Minister's
and other references (o.
CHURCH
MISSIONARY
SOCIETY
93 Bathurst 5t
Sydney
233371

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

International Tours

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE
Managing Director — Mr W. R. (Ron) Bailey
formerly senior travel consultant, Mitchell's

Fully Accredited Agent for all
Shipping Companies and Tour Operators

Please note new address:
Suite 3, 13th Floor, Erskine House
39-41 York Street, Sydney, 2000
Telephone: (02) 29 4136

Airlines

CUSTOMERS NEEDED

Over the past few months | have been given tho

full balance will be

SUITE 14

of dollars worth of jewellery to sell as

after advertising and handling cost
donated to
missions and church charities

— many articles are good investments
I still specialise in highest quality engagement, eternity
wedding and dress rings and brooches
FRANK AKEHURST
— 9TH FLOOR
250 PITT STREET, SYDNEY
Phone: 26 6368

acond-hand

s are deducte
church

Order from

1979 YEAR SCANNER

ANGLICAN YOUTH DEPARTMENT
$t Andrew’s House
Sydney Square, NSW, 2000
20642 (ext328)
Wall chart 100 centimetres x 75 centimetres to assist in
planning your year's activities
$3.00 each plus postage and packing

Experience

CEBS (Diocese of Sydney)

requires

A DIRECTOR
from January 1, 1979
Applications to: Rev K. Tutt, CEBS St Andrew's House,

Sydney Square, Sydney, 2000
Stating Age, Marital Status, Brief Statement of Relevant

Enquirles re duties to Mr J. Roe (02) 639 8801

Chairman:

Speakers:

Dip Adol

Unit.

of Council members.

The President & Council of the
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

DEACONNESS INSTITUTION

invite you and your friends to the

ANNUAL MEETING

tobeheldat
BIBLE SOCIETY AUDITORIUM

93 Bathurst St, Sydney
on
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 at 1.30pm

The Most Reverend Sir Marcus Loane, KBE,
MA

Miss Blanche Lindsay, Ass Dip RC, RGN,
RM, Director of Nursing, Home of Peace
Hospitals; Mr Allan Huggins, MEd (Manc) Ad
Dev (Lon) Cert Tech MBABP,
MBATE, Director of Pallister Young People's

LA e eeg—
The Annual General Meeting of Subscribers
will be held in the Bible Society Auditorium
on the same day at 12.30 pm.
Business — to receive and adopt the Annual
Report and Financial Statement and Election
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ACC further on

Vietnam

Sir,

I am very grateful for the
generous coverage of our trip
to Vietnam on behalf of the
30 or so agencies of the Aus-
tralian Council of Churches.

May | expand it a little
further?

For me it led to a deeper
understanding of Jesus and
the Gospel. Going back up
the way refugees had come, |
was reminded that Jesus too
was a refugee; whilst in
Vietnam | gained a new
understanding of the suffer
ing Jesus, so well depicted in
St Mark’s Gospel

I stood in a new economic
zone amidst the bomb-craters
and saw the effects of the de-
foliants on the countryside. |
had seen the cripples, the
drug addicts and the medical
work

I thought too of the effect
of the Vietnam war on Aus-
tralia, of the bereaved, the
wounded, the families
divided over the issue itself,
and wondered how the love
of God could be shown in
this situation, particularly in
reconciliation

It is of course presump
tuous to claim any real
understanding of what it is
like to be a Christian in Viet-
nam, but here are a few of
the issues

Much of what the govern
ment is doing has the support
of Christians. Programmes
are carried out to rehabilitate
drug addicts and prostitutes
There is a concern for the
well-being of the and
the government officials live
apparently simple |

There is, we

poor

1ves

were told,
universal and free education,
and health services. But
above all, with the exception

of border fighting, there is
peace after 30 years of
fighting

On the other hand, the

government is trying to bring
all the religions within a reli

gious committee. All the
schools, colleges, hospitals
and institutions have been

The fact that a
person is a Christian is
marked on h's ID card
Bringing up children to know
the Faith also has problems
T'he schools officially teach
Marxist-Leninist philosophy
and so children can only be
taught in Church on
Sundays. Further, there
would be peer group pressure
to join the various youth
Besides the number
of Christians who have been
in re-educat centres for a
number of years, others have

nationalised

groups

recently been arrested.
T'he relationship between
Christians

and the govern-

Interstate
Services

PEATH

Positions
Vacant

CREATIVE experienced machinists
ushions & bedspreads, o
tio Ji-time in workroc Othare
#-work in your homes
SKEME INTERIORS
503 Willoughby Road
Willoughby
LR

Miscellaneous

TWO AAMY HALLS ot Manly Vale need

be removed &

ing the halls at ne
se Phone Rev G

Knight 945 1451

LEITERS

ment is a tension in every
country. In Vietnam,
however, some Christians in
the south feel that Christians
in the north have com-
promised themselves by co-
operating too much with the
government. While the
reasons for this are complex,
they need our support and
prayers,

Besides prayers, | believe
that it is important to try to
express God's love in
Vietnam. At the moment, it
seems that the only way is
through the sending of
medical equipment to
support a hospital in an area
where people are suffering,
although I am hopeful that
gradually person-to-person
links will be possible.

I know of four clergymen
who have been allowed
outside Vietnam for confe-
rences and this practice may
increase

(Rev) MARTIN
CHITTLEBOROUGH,
Executive Secretary, DWCA

Education
beginnings

Sir,

T'he growing concern of
some parents and educators
over the incursions made by
secular  humanistic  philo-
sophy into educational curri-
cula, demands a fascinating
look back to the beginnings
of education in Australia. An
old saying: “‘Coming events

cast their shadows before
them'" is borne out.
The decisive moment in

Australia's cultural develop-
ment was the one in which
the decision on national
education was made. Though
not fully understood by the
majority the real nature of
the conflict was in essence a
collision hetween two oppo-
sing philosophies on the
nature and destiny of man.

But the nature of the battle
and its implementation for
the future was understood by
the leading protagonists in
the battle — the leading
Churchmen of the Anglican
and Roman Catholic
Churches and others on the
one hand and the handful of
secularists who were the
products of liberalism
severed from its Christian
philosophic roots

In the 1870's the Anglican
Bishop Moorhouse of Mel
bourne said ‘‘Choose, my
friends, which you will have
— @ religious or a secular
education! You cannot have
both. If you bring up your
children without the moral
and religious element in their
character, you cannot add it
afterwards You may
choose your course, but you
cannot choose the conse-
quences of that course. If you
sow secularism, you will reap
irreverence and immorality

He warned that under
secular education ‘‘religion
will narrow down into a weak
superstition, and morality
into a mere calculation of
consequences (Does
that strike a familiar note on
the bell of “Christian"’ situa
tional ethics?)

However, even in the face
of this united Protestant and

Catholic opposition to
secularising  schools, laws
were passed which

established free, secular and
compulsory education in all
states. This was achieved by
playing on tne fears en-
gendered on the issues of sec-
tarian interests (United we
stend, divided we fall?)

J. Wilberforce Stephens
the then Victorian Attorney
General who led the secu-
larist camp prophesised: ‘‘In
@ couple of generations,
through the missionary in-
fluence of the State Schools,
a new body of state doctrine
and theology will grow up,
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and the cultured and intellec-
tual Victorians of the future
will directly worship in
common at the shrines of one
neutral-tinted deity, sanc-
tioned by the State depart-
ment’’,

The fulfilment of this
prophecy is near to hand in
the present work of the
Curriculum Education
Centre in Canberra which is
already well into the produc-
tion of a State approved
Course on Religious
Education, in which all
beliefs are seen as valid; it
being a distinction that
Teachers will provide the
Course instruction who will
not necessarily hold any faith
atall

Compromise on any issue
and attempts to ‘‘soften the
blow' of the impact of
Christian opinion by any
Church body is intolerable
and can only result in a grow-
ing dissatisfaction by the laity
with the ultimate division of
the Church and the achieve-
ment of humanist aims. It
will be under our noses and
with our eyes wide open — a
long-term defeat for a short-
term comfort of “‘suspect
peace'’

H. CHRISTOPHILOUS,
Toongabbie, NSW.

What
it’s about!

Sir,

I believe Robert
Brinsmead's book “This Is
Life’" deserves a more serious
treatment than rather off-
handed and aimost flippant
one given it by your reviewer
Donald Howard (18/9/78).

The impression created by
the disproportionate aiten
tion to ‘‘interesting’’ health
facts is that the book is
somewhat trivial in seeking to
relate bodily health to the
gospel

This impression is hardiy
modified by the more
positive and commendatory
comments which conclude
the review. | do not question
Mr Howard's right to say
what he thinks of this book,
but | wish to commend it as
having great potential for
evangelism

The thing | missed most in
the review was any indication
that the reviewer was in-
terested in the fundamental
theological tenets lying at the
heart of the work. It may be
that there is some force to his
criticism of the format (in
particular the mountain clim-
bing analogy). But this is not
the central feature
My concern is that
Brinsmead's effort to pre-
sent, in a readable form, a
new approach to evangelism,
should be taken seriously
The health theme is nothing
less than an implication of a
holistic view of man and a
comprehensive view of salva-
tion

Positively, the book is a
challenging contribution to
the theology of evangelism,
and explores the meaning of
the fact that Christ became
true man in order to save the
whole man and to redeem the
physical universe

Negatively it is a much
needed rebuke to a variety of
aberrant evangels in vogue
today which play down the
substitute life and death of

Jesus Christ in favour of
what  happens in the
believer's experience, and

which leave the body and the
physical world out of salva-
trion,
GRAEME
GOLDSWORTHY,
Theological Education
Programme of Australia

Naivety

Sir,

The defensive, letter of
Russell G. Rollason, In-
formation Officer of the
Australian Council of Chur-
ches, makes one ask ““How
naive can Christians be?'"
(ACR 18/9/78).

Undoubtedly there are
sincere individuals who truly
believe the basis of member-
ship as quoted, but as it is im-
possible to enforce this doc-
trinal basis, it is totally
nullified by other declara-
tions

Is it not curious that the
aims of the WCC so fre-
quently coincide with the
subtle propaganda of Marx-
ism, even to their genius for
semantics? How they love the
word “racist’’  without
analysing who are the racists
today.

With this weapon at the
Christian conscience, so in-
nocent, so naive, they have
been able to clear a path in
Africa for the Soviet Jugger-
naut. How very frustrating
for them that a handful of
white Rhodesians stood in
their way, but that will soon
be rectified to the satisfaction
of the WCC,

At least the Soviets have
made no secret of their inten-
tions to ‘‘bury the west'’, but
the WCC, like Lucifer, cloth-
ed as “‘an angel of light"’, us-
ing Scripture out of context
like Satan in the Temptations
of Jesus, has the aid of un-
wary Christians, compromis-
ing Christians who open their
purse because they do some
good.

Of course they do. That is
how they have gained power
amongst the innocent
brethren.

There is mucn more that
could be said, and has been
said confirming the above.
The true history of the WCC,
to which the ACC is allied, is
becoming known amongst
many rank and file Chris-
tians

Amongst those who have
‘‘come out of her' are the
Church of South India, the
United Church of the
Cameroons, the Synod of the
United Presbyterian Church
in Pakistan, the Anglican
Church in Kenya (535 chur-
ches), the Baptist Union of
South Africa, Dutch Reform-
ed Church, Presbyterian
Church of Formosa, 20,000
Methodists in Trichinopoly
and 50,000 Methodists in
Karachi separated themselves
from “fellowship  with
strange and questionable
bedfellows."

It is significant that those
churches mentioned are
situated where battles against
anarchy and Communism
have been heaviest. Why?
Because they know the signs
and have seen where the
WCC is leading

Ah well, the Lord Jesus
said, “‘Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the
kingdom''. (Luke 12:32)

(Mrs) P. CREASEY,
Clontarf, Qid.

BRIGHT (Vic)
Cook’s Pioneer Holiday Flats
Fully self-contained. Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2
and 3 bedrooms. An ideal

&

holiday spot for all age
groups Children
welcome

Box 8, Bright (Vic)
Ph: (STD 55) 1233

a5 FREE AD ang
sysle: The
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BABY WEAR for sale. Dresses, Bunny
Rugs etc (as new), Pram, Car Seat
Stroller, Play Pen, Cot, Swing, 53 7624

AMPLIFIER Trio TKA150T total power 40
walts (13 watls per channel) suitable
with 4 10 16 OHM speakers. In original
box with manual, Excellent condition
340 51 5347 Moars atter € pm

COLOURED GESTETNER INK going
cheap. 3300 ea. 9§ violet and | green
Ring Helen Cartwright, CMS 233 3711

WANTED Books Common Praise. Word
coples. large print. Contact Vicar of
Quiringl, NSW, 2343

Who is
born again?

“What Does It Mean
to be Born Again'’
by John Wesley White
Bethany Fellowship Inc
Minneapolis, Minnesota
1977, 123 pages, SUS1.75

The title of the book plus
the fact that its author is an
evangelist and a scholar,
leads us to expect much from
his publication.

The book, however, disap-
points us. The author has
gone the way of historic
Roman Catholicism and all
too much modern evangelica-
lism. Apparently the author
sees no real connection
between the title of his book
and the Gospel. What it
means to be born again is
seen entirely in terms of the
“Christ in me" perspective.
(cf chapters 3 and 4).

T'o be born again is to have
a change of heart (pp 53f), of
mind (p55), of conscience
(p57), of feeling (p58), of
appetite (p6!), and a change
of will (p62). The fact is,
however, this is not the only
aspect of the biblical doctrine
of regeneration, nor is it the
predominant one. The real
focus of the doctrine is all but
totally neglected.

Hence, because this book
will encourage people to
focus on themselves (the
dreaded ‘‘incurvitas'')
instead of the gospel when
thinking of regeneration, I
regard it as a bad book.

**To whom much is given,
much will be required.” The
author is an Oxford D.Phil
It is to be expected, there-
fore, that the writer will bring
a disciplined mind to his
subject. The book disap-
points us in this respect as
well. Instead of allowing his
subject matter to call the
shots, the subject matter is
subjected to the author's pre-
dilections.

The treatment of the
‘*Nicodemus passage’’
(pp27ff) gives little or no
evidence of careful exegesis.
The author tacitly assumes
that the primary focus of
Jesus' dialogue is a subjective
change in Nicodemus
himself. The passage by no
means demands this
Furthermore, the author
cannot correctly distinguish
an indicative from an impera-
tive (*'He (Jesus) commanded

‘Ye must be born again’

. In.3.5"" (p26)).

Finally, illustrations are
overdone, and often have
little bearing on the point
under discussion., If the
justification for writing a
book is to make a worthwhile
contribution to the subject,
then it is difficult indeed to
justify this particular
publication.

Geoffrey J. Paxton

Excellent
for youth

**Life Style Evangelism'*
by Ross Pilkington
81 pp $2.85
Seripture Union 1977

This book was written by a
New Zealander and has
arisen out of his coffee house
ministry. It is, therefore, sen-
sitive to practical problems
and is really a manual on
evangelism,

It *‘tries to show a way to
share the love of God within
continuing relationships'’
(p5). The author is concerned
to help Chrigtians share their
faith within the context of
relationships rather than in
specially set up evangelistic

structures or with casual ac-
quaintances, eg fellow
passengers.

His focus is based upon the
fact that most of us have
many ongoing relationships
with unbelievers and we are
not properly using these rela-
tionships as evangelistic op-
portunities.

The book does not provide
any slick programme or for-
mulae for evangelism, but
concentrates upon the need
to develop a distinctly Chris-
tian way of life.

It contains seven chapters
on different aspects of
evangelism and is designed to
be studied in groups. The
material is organised and
presented in a refreshing
manner and if studied
seriously, could prove to be a
great stimulus to personal
evangelism.

It is recommended by the
Graham Crusade in Sydney
for youth evangelism.

T. K. Dein

Good book for
Confirmation

*“To be Confirmed"’
by Gavin Reid
Hodder & Stoughton
1977, 128 pages
Recommended Australian
price, $2.45

Gavin Reid has said (p7)
that he tried to write a book
that is easy and enjoyable to
read and yet at the same time,
one that will teach some basic
truths. In this boek for con-
firmation candidates Gavin
Reid has done just that.

The book concerns itself
with an exposition of the
Gospel (ppl6-50) and the
implications of the Gospel
for those who believe it
(pp58ff). While Gavin Reid
succeeds in writing a book
that is easy to read, he does
not sacrifice theological
depth in order to achieve his
goal.

It is encouraging and edify-
ing to see the author grapple
with some theological mind-
benders for young people
(15-year-olds whose minds
are filled with motor-bikes?

)

T'he book is generally well
illustrated (being neither a
dark dungeon nor a glarey
glasshouse!) and the author
even resorts to some dia-
grams (pp 67&68) to illustrate
his point. Also there are
questions and passages of
Scripture for the candidates
to work through,

There is one serious vitiat-
ing element in the book. In
an otherwise commendable
exposition of the heart of
Christianity, the book falls
prey to an individualism that
does not reflect the cosmic
aspects of Jesus' Lordship in
the Bible.

To have treated these young
people to the cosmic dimen-
sions of Jesus' overthrowing
of the powers of evil would
have only enhanced the
excitement that the Gospel so
obviously brings to this
author. To repeat, this is a
good book and one that the
leader of the confirmation
class would find very helpful
in executing his task.

Geoffrey J. Paxton

Indian church
in the jungle

The programmes of Radio
Trns Mundial do Brasil, the
Brazilian branch of the mis-
sionary radio organisation
Trans World Radio, have led
to the foundation of a native
Indian church at the Soli-
moes River.

According to a report by
missionary Paul Carrenho
Martins at an information
meeting of the missionary
radio organisation, mission-
aries he knew well had come
across a group of Indians
who had never had any
contact with Christians or
Christian literature before,
but who had been converted
to Christ through the RTM.

APOLOGY: A printing error in the last issue '‘Reconsidering Rome'' completely altered the sense of one
sentence in which | was speaking of my Roman Catholic friend. | had written how ‘*humbling’’ we found
her devotion and her discipline and not ‘fumbling’’ as printed. Lesley Hicks.

WHAT A WORLD!

by Lesley Hicks
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MIRACULOUS

A friend gave us a copy of Canon Jim Glennon's recenily-published book ‘‘Your Healing is Within You’
(Hodder & Stoughton). In his first chapter, in answer to the question ‘‘Do
number of immensely encouraging case-

HEALING

s God still heal today?"’, he gives a
istories of divine healing, outstanding and varied examples among the

many answers (o prayer witnessed by Cannon Glennon and those who share with him in the Healing Ministry
Congregation at St Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney.

Pernaps the most dramatic is the case of ‘‘Marion'’, an
actively mwinistering member of the healing service

d

congregation who was

d to hospi

I with the diag

of advanced cancer of the uterus. “‘Marion’’', Canon Glennon
writes, *‘'was a woman of great faith in prayer. She understood
faith as it is described in the New Testament and she lived it
out in her daily life. She had 2 remarkable ministry of
intercession and knew what it was to fast as well as to pray.”

She called for elders to
pray' for her, and was visited
by one of the clergy and two

lay people. Amid unsatis-
factory hast and hospital
comings and goings they

prayed briefly with her and
claimed healing.

A few days later they went
to see her again, hoping to
spend more time with her.
T'hey found her sitting on the
side of the bed and she
greeted them with a radiant
smile.

1 have wonderful news
On Tuesday, as soon as our
prayer concluded, my body
was filled with a burning and
vibrating heat which lasted
for two hours. | knew that |
was being healed! Today
was taken to the theatre to
have radium inserted around
the tumor, but the doctors
could find no trace of the
cancer. They were amazed,
and they have told me so.""

She was discharged from
hospital without further
treatment.

This case is evidently far
from typical. Most cited in
the book involved very
gradual healing; divine, y
but miraculous, no. They
depended on a constant
ciaiming of God's promise by

faith, and much support and
encouragement by others to
persevere in hoping and trust-
ing even against the evidence.

Canon Glennon's theology
of healing lies within the
range of those who believe
that the inadequacy of our
faith is the main limiting
factor to the exercise of
God's power to heal when
medical means cannot.
Within that framework, his
book is balanced, not
extreme in its position. For
instance, he advises those
seeking healing to continue to
draw on medical treatment,
and to do so with a good con-
science.

He deals with many, but by
no means all, of the problems

have in thinking about
healing. As he leads a
ministry in which many needs
are met, and many are led to
a saving trust in Christ or a
deeper relationship to Him,
whether or not they are phy-
sically healed, 1 would
recommend his book, and the
Wednesday Night Healing
Service, both to sufferers and
to those seeking to help them.

GOD IS SOVEREIGN
There is another point of
view. One who has had close

ON BILLY GRAHAM
VISIT TO USSR

Two leaders of the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association who visited the Soviet Union recently found
“‘greatinterestin Dr Graham’s ministry there," according

to Dr Walter H. Smyth, Inter

I Vice-President of

BGEA.

“*Many church leaders,”
said Dr Smyth, “‘told us they
were ‘topeful Dr  Graham
could come to the Soviet
Union to preach.”

Dr Smyth and Dr
Alexander S. Haraszti,
BGEA's Liaison Representa-
tive for Eastern Europe,
visited the Soviet Union
recently for one week and
preached in churches in Mos-
cow, Leningrad and Kiev.
They also attended a noon-

time Russian Orthodox
service in Zagorsk which
3500 persons attended.

“We were very cordially
received by various church
and state officials,”” Dr
Haraszti said. A Hungarian-
born American, Dr Haraszti
was influential in arranging
Dr Graham’s visit to Hun-
gary last September and in
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THORNLEIGH
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AH: L. Owens 48 1539

making arrangements for the
evangelist’s forthcoming visit
to Poland October 6-16.

Among the officials Dr
Smyth and Dr Haraszti met
was the Reverend Alexei M.
Bichkov, General Secretary
of the All-Union Council of
Evangelical Christians-Bap-
tists of the USSR. The
Council represents approxi-
mately 5000 Protestant
congregations in the Soviet
Union. They also met with
Archimandrite Giorgi,
Rector of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church Seminary in the
city of Zagorsk.

“*We were surprised and
delighted with the vitality we
found in the Russian
Churches,”” Dr Smyth said.
“In each instance we were
warmly received, and every
church was packed beyond
capacity.

“The day we arrived in
Kiev 44 people were baptised
in the River Dnieper. Over
500 people were present at
the open air service. We were
told that last year 10,000
people were added to the
Baptist churches in the Soviet
Union.

“It is too early to say
whether or not a visit by Dr
Graham will be possible, but
the Russians are a wonderful
people, and we look forward
to further contacts with
them.""

encounters with malignant
illness, and also with God's
healing, Dr Howard
Guinness, writes ‘““To this
day, I have no theology of
healing. Whom will God
heal? When will He heal? |
have no idea. Sometimes
those without faith are
healed, and sometimes those
with strong faith are not.

“‘Sometimes healing is
given immediately, some-
times gradually and some-
times not at all. Sometimes
healing comes with use of
medical means and some-
times without those means.
Sometimes a remission is
granted which looks like
healing. But, alas, the disease
returns worse than ever, And
sometimes a second remis
sion is granted and another
burst of life and energy is
given to the sufferer when it
was least expected. God is
sovereign.'' (Journey Among
Students, p140).

This recognition of the
sovereignty of God is to my
mind an essential element of
our faith, I feel it must
include the acceptance of the
possibility that His purpose
i a given case may not be to

heal, but to call the sufferer
home in death, even at an
carly age. The danger is, if
healing is demanded as a
right, that in the case of
terminal illness death may
seem faith's defeat instead of
heaven's door.

JONI
And with a chronic
condition such as quadri-

plegia or paraplegia it is
obvious that the great need is
for a wholeness of spirit to
accept and cope with the
handicap and to overcome
depression and discourage
ment. | have just re-read that
marvellous book “Joni'.
Joni Eareckson became a
quadraplegic when at the age
of 17 she dived into a too
shallow pool

She struggled through
bitterness, confusion
(including a time of claiming
“healing’’) violent question-
ing and tears, even through
love affairs in which mar-
riage was considered in spite
of her total paralysis, to
come (0 a mature trust in a
loving God's emotional
independence and a realisa
tion that her life still had
immense value

involving alcohol.

The Bishop
Speaks Out

Logbridge Farm

The Logbridge Farm at Yallah, just south of
Wollongong, has been described as a unique experiment
in providing children in the 10 to 14 age group with an
alternative life-style. Few people realise the number of
children in this age bracket who are at risk by reason of
exposure to drug abuse and particularly the risk

The purpose of Logbridge Farm is to give youngsters
the opportunity to experience a range of activities that
will show that it is not necessary to turn to alcohol or
other drugs in order to get kicks.

This is a great idea and the marked success the farm
has so far achieved, is bound to continue. Obviously
that success will be limited unless there is communicated
to these children some motiviation that will enable them
to cope with the peer group pressures that make it hard
for young people to break with what may appear to
them to be the **in"’ way of gaining these kicks in life.

The Bible teaches us that because we need each other,
that friendships play a very important part in our
attitudes and characters. It also teaches us that Jesus
Christ is the friend above all others and that relationship
with Him really provides meaning to life.

Her speaking, her art and
her writing are all gifts by
which she is able to show the
beauty of Christ’s life in hers
despite, or because of, her
helpless body. There is
wholeness there that tran-
scends the physical

CONVICTIONS

So where am I in
considering healing? Out of
my intellectual and spiritual
depth, obviously, and run
ning risks in presuming to
tackle so complex a subject in
so small a space. Some
convictions:

* God can and does heal
today, sometimes in ways
that could only be described
as miraculous,

* The church's rediscovery
of its ministry of divine
healing needs to be en-
couraged, not squashed
There is an immense need for
such ministries

* Perfect physical whole-
ness lifelong is: no more
possible for God's children
than sinless perfection. Total
healing belongs to heaven,
and death is its gateway.

WOOQD COFFILL
FUNERALS

Phones: Metrepolitan
(All Branches) 80 0396
Katoombao — 82 2411

Evangelistic
Houseparty
at Gilbulla

Application forms are now
ready for the second annual
Houseparty of Sydney's
Department of Evangelism.

The Houseparty is
designed for people to intro
duce their friends to the Gos
pel within a caring Christian
fellowship

The Director of the
Department (the Rev Canon
John Chapman) said re-
cently that the weekend was
planned for 3rd, 4th and Sth
November, commencing with
supper at 9 o'clock on the
Friday night

It will be held at Gilbulla,
near Menangle

Bible Studies and talks
would be given by the Rev
Donald Howard and himself
Mr Howard joined the
Department earlier this year

“We are hoping that
Christian people will seize the
opportunity to ask those for
whom they have a spirifual
concer Mr Chapman said

“The fee of $22 covers cost
of meals and accommoda
tion. Gilbulla is a gracious
old homestead in rural sur
roundings

““Bed-linen is provided and
the programme will be very
informal.”

Mr Chapman said that as
the weekend was educational
and evangelistic in aim, there
would not be any provision
for children

Furniture Removals
and Storage

G. & C. Drew Pty Ltd
68 Smiths Avenue
Hurstville
Local, Country and
Interstote Removals
Write or phone: 50 8366

After Hours: 53 7
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World Vision Aid Team.
$15 a month makes it possible.

[J I would like to join the World Vision AID Team.

| would like more information about World Vision
AlD Team. Please send me the booklet
of dignity through World Vision AID Team

| cannot become a Team member at this time. but
0 the Team's curreni devel

might

months membership.

A new life

£03.010

Phone

WORLD VISION AID TEAM

BOX A770, PO, SYDNEY SOUTH, 2000,
332 PITT STREET, SYDNEY, 2000

PHONE: 619117,
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Rev S. Threlfall was
commissioned as Rector of
Nedlands on September 7

Rev E. Whitham was
commissioned as Chaplain of
Christ  Church  Grammar
School on September 13

Rev G. Harvey has
accepted appointment as
Rector of East Clare
mont/Graylands,

Rev B. Haig has resigned
as Christian Education
Officer to take up a position
as Executive Officer for the
Churches' Commission on
Education as from October
1
Archdeacon E. Gundry will
retire as Rector of the parish
of Como. The Archdeacon
has indicated that he will
withdraw from the Diocesan
Council and from his Cathe
dral Canonry

Bishop Macdonald has
formally announced his re
tirement as an Assistant
Bishop in the Diocese as from
January 31, 1979. An official
farewell will take place at the
time of Synod in November

SYDNEY

Rev R L. Milne will resign
from Rector of Castle Hill on
October 31, to take up the
appointment as Director of
the New Areas Committee

Rev T. Rees has accepted
the appointment as full-time
Master-in-Orders at the llla
warra Grammar School from
the first term in 1979,

Rev C, B. Thomas and Rev
N. R. Matheson have been
granted Authorities to Offi-
ciate in the Sydney Diocese
from August 4 and August 9
respectively

Rev L. M. Swindlehurst
who held a General Licence
in the Diocese died on July

18

Rev M. L. B. Bennett is to
resign from Rector of St
Mark's Yagoona from
December 31

WILLOCHRA
Canon D. A. Richards
Pugh retired as Registrar of
Willochra on 11th August

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. LITTLE
19 Barden Street
Arncliffe, 2205
Phone: 599 7348

WORLD VISION
FOUNDER DIES

The man who founded the Christian aid agency
World Vision, Dr Bob Pierce has died in Duarte,

California.

Sixty-three-year-old Dr
Pierce, a Baptist Minister,
had been suffering from leu-
kaemia for some time and

was confined to a wheel
chair. However, right up
until his death, Dr Pierce

continued to travel the world
preaching and serving the
needy

His first involvement in
child sponsorship was in
1947, Through a missionary,
Bob began sponsoring a
small girl White Jade. By

1950 he was a war correspon-

T'he Late Dr Bob Pierce

dent covering the Korean
War for a string of American
newspapers

As he travelied through the
bloodshed and misery of war-
torn Korea, Pierce saw that it
was the children who were
suffering the most. He wrote
in the flyleaf of his Bible:
‘““Let my heart be broken
with the things that break the
heart of God." His prayer
was answered in an even
greater way than he expected.
His heart was broken but he
was also given a vision into
the great need in the world.

By 1953 the World Vision
childcare programme was
underway in Korea. It wasn’t
long before World Vision's
work began to spread to
other Third World nations.
Ten years later over 20,000
children were being
sponsored in 19 countries

Hl-health forced him to
slow down in 1964, His
doctors ordered Pierce to
take extended level from the
Agency. Three years later his
condition was such that
under medical advice he
retired as president of World
Vision International. He was
succeeded by Dr Stanley
Mooneyham

BIG SOUTHERN RALLY
TO STIR EVANGELISM

More than 60 parishes in areas south of Sydney are
expected to be represented at the third 1978 rally con-
ducted by Sydney's Department of Evangelism.

The rally is planned for
Wednesday, October 25, at
St Luke's Church of
England, Miranda.

The director of the depart-
ment (the Rev John Chap
man) said that he had been
tremendously encouraged by
attendance at the two
previous rallies in the western
region

“We find that people are
enthusiastic about evange-
lism at the local church
level,” he said

“*Our aim is to inform and

stimulate people to carry on
this work
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“It is a great encourage-
ment to our department to
know that ecach rally to date
has generated such a great
response.”’

Mr Chapman said that the
rally would follow a simple
format and should be
finished for supper shortly
after 9 pm.

There would be a hymn,
prayer and Bible reading,
followed by a short resume of
the department's work before
telling local churches what
they could do in their areas

This would be followed by
prayer in small groups.

St Luke's church building
is on the corner of The
Highway and Jackson
Avenue, Miranda.

CORRIE ten
BOOM ILL

Miss Corrie ten Boom,
world renowned author of
The Hiding Place, and other
inspirational books, suffered
a stroke on August 23 at her
Placentia, California, home.
She is 86 years of age.

According to Dr David
Messenger Miss ten Boom's
personal physician, she is in a
stable condition.

However, a complete prog-
nosis of the effects and exten*
of the stroke was not im-
mediately known when this
report was written.

A CLERGYMAN GOES TO WORK

An industrial chaplain talks with some members of the staff of the composing room in a city
newspaper office. Photo by courtesy of the *‘Sydney Morning Herald"'.

Developments Industrial Mission

A man came charging down the length of the workshop, his mind obviously on

the job in hand.

Almost past me he stopped
abruptly. recognising the
cross on my lapel

He smiled

“You're the new chaplain?
T'hat's good, it's good to be
reminded that God is with us
at work. I can't stop to talk
now. See you next \\L'L'L

A fleeting encounter? An
industrial chaplain has many
such.

But to those with eyes to
see he becomes a visible sign
that God is present in the
workplace and who dare esti-
mate what far-reaching effect
that recognition may have on
workers, on the work itself
and the work environment?

A chaplain makes himself
available to any and all who
want to build on an initial
contact

“Let's face it,”" a young
man says to a chaplain, *'I
get more from 10 minutes'
talk with you each week than
I do from any 20 minutes’
sermon. That's not to say |
don't appreciate sermons.
But how can a church service
be as personal as this?"" The
man, a committed Christian,

holds an important media
position.
“Can you give me five

minutes?"’, a manager cslls
down a line of machines, and
adds with a smile, “*In just 3
minutes' time?"'

“l knew I'd see you
today"', he commented, back
in his office, as 1 apologised
for not having seen him for a
week or two, ‘'Because I need
you today! ! didn't need you
last week!

Rapidly he told me of
progress in a spiritual
problem at home — about
which we'd been praying over
a period of time — of his own
promotion to a new job,
newly created and operative
that very day, of the chal-
lenges it presented and the
effect of the appointment on
the workload of those in his
previous section,

Our conversation passed
naturally into prayer.

Chaplains of the Inter
Church Trade & Industry
Mission are attached and pay
regular visits to industrial,
commercial, and service
organisations, where repre
sentatives of both manage
ment and labour jointly
request them.

Chaplains have been ap
pointed to 225 organisations
around Australia. Twenty
nine of them are in NSW.

The ACT Police have a
chaplain. Qantas at Mascot
have four parttime chaplains
each working in a different
section of their organisation.
BHP have a chaplain
working in parts of the New-
castle steelworks full-time.

Names iike Alcan
Arnott's Biscuits, Dulux,
Leyland, W. D. & H. O.
Wills, Rheern, British Paints,
Fairfax, Fibremakers, Con-

crete Industries (Monier),
Borg Warner, Sidney
Cooke, The Metropolitan

Water Sewerage & Drainage
Board, Prospect County
Council, Pilkington ACI and
AGM appear on the list of

organisations with chap-
laincies.

Some chaplains are fuil-
time staff workers with

ITIM, others have parochial
responsibilities as well and
the backing of their parishes
in the day or half-day they
give to industrial chaplaincy.

But chaplaincy is only a
small part of Industrial
Mission

In Sydney a Grant-in-Aid
social worker is implement-
ing migrant programmes in a
large organisation in which
56% of their employees are
migrants from non-Anglo-
Saxon background.

The programmes have
developed from over 18
months' professional survey
carried out by the Mission
into aspects of induction,
safety and health, social
welfare, trade qualifications,
training and promotion
within the organisation.

The Inter-Church Trade &
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“Whatever your text,praise the Patriotic Front, condemn lan Smith, put in a word for meaningful
violence, and you're home sad dry.”
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Industry Mission (NSW)
operates under a Board of
Management comprising of
clerical and lay (union &
management) representatives
officially appointed by the
nine member churches

The Anglican representa-
tives on the Board are
presently the Rev Clive Har-
court-Norton and Mr Keith
Glover

Bishop Clive Kerle was the
first chairman of the Board.
Bishop Frank Hulme-Moir is
Patron.

ITIM has just concluded a
lively S-day seminar for 17
theological students from the
Salvation Army Training
College, St Columban's
College, and the United
Theological College. It is one
of six such seminars arranged
by ITIM this year

A workshop for lay men
and women discussing issues
where the values of faith cut
across the traditional values
of the workplace has also
been held and a follow-up
programe is being developed
at the request of participants.

CHURCH ON
THE MOVE

* From page 1

Dr J. I Packer also spoke
to the student body in a series
on 2 Timothy on the themes
of the Minister and his
Commitment, his People, his
Bible and his Priorities.

The Students and their
college chaplains found the
combination of topics
covered by the two lectures
was a happy marriage and
provided much material for
reflection and discussion.

Dr Packer spoke to 2500
people who attended the
series of evening lectures on
the theme of Contemporary
Studies in the Eternal Gospel
which were the Moore
College Annual Lectures for
1978

Cassettes of the addresses
are available at Moore
College, together with two on
the afternoon lectures on the
Pastoral Ministry the Puritan
Way which was delivered to
200 ministers involved in
pastoral work,
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ANGLICANS
RECONSIDER
wWCC

Bishop Donald Cameron
successfully moved a motion
in the recent Synod of the
Diocese of Sydney requesting
the Standing Committee of
the General Synod of
Australia to reconsider the
Anglican Church of
Australia’s continued
membership of the WCC,

In speaking to his motion
Bishop Cameron noted the
way in which the WCC had
moved from its original posi-
tion in the past thirty years
He felt that the recent grants
to the Patriotic Front of Zim
babwe epitomised its present
theological emphasis and that
those members who joined in
1948 may have had second
thoughts had they known the
direction in which the move-
ment would go.

The move in Synod was
seen by observers as a strong
censure of the WCC and
reflected the growing aliena-

WOMEN DEACONS

~— FAVOURED BY SYDNEY REPORT [ New WCC Grants to

In a Report to the Sydney Synod it was recommended that the ordination of
women (o an expanded diaconate be accepted in the Anglican Church. The

recommendation was part of a Report comm

behalf of Synod.

The committee was ap-
pointed  to  consider the
Meaning, Value, and Theo-
logy of Ordination and was
chaired by Bishop Donald
Robinson. Its members were
Biskop Donald  Cameron,
Canon Harry Goodhew, Dr
Alan Cole, Dr Peter O'Brien,
Rev David Davis and Deaco-
ness Margaret Rodgers.

The Report endorsed the
conclusion of the Doctrinal
Commission of the General
Synod that there are ‘‘no
fundamental theological
objections to the admission

of women to the diaconate.””

However, it state categori-
cally that there were clear
theological objections to a
woman being given the cure
and charge of a congregation

tion of that organisation
from its member churches
whose basic function is to
reflect the views of the
member churches and not to
impose the views of the WC(C

professional ecumenists on @nd she could not in these
the churches themselves. circumstances be ordained as
At the recent Lambeth @ pl_\:\h\rqr or priest
Conference almost all the The principle upon which
Bishops who spoke to a the issue of the exclusion of
resolution supporting the Women from the priesthood

was based is that of the head
ship of man over women in
the natural order

he report deals
thoroughly with the Biblical
evidence, and comments on
the context in which headship
i5 to be seen — not one of a
harsh or rigid nature but
following on the example of
Jesus in relationship to the
church.

T'he expansion of the
deaconate would result in the
inclusion of all who exercised
a function in the church, and
could encompass the work of
lay readers.

WCC as an organisation at
the same time condemned its
granting of money to the
Patriotic Front. As Lambeth
has no legislating authority,
the motion of the Synod was
seen as a significant expres-
sion of the feelings of
Anglicans on the activities of
the world organisation.

The office of the diaconate
would be further expanded in
the report to include the right
to celebrate Holy
Communion. It is also
recommended that the
woman ordained to the
diaconate could in certain

sioned by the Archbishop of Sydney on

[ MINISTER'S
MACOS
CONCESSIONS

A delegation from the
NSW Council of Churches
was given assurances by the
Minister for Education, Mr
Bedford, that pareats who
have objections to MACOS,
the the Fifth Grade social studies
course, will have alternative
arrangements made for their

Bishop Donald Robinson

circumstances celebrate
Lord's Supper
The Report investigated
the role of the presbyter or children.
priest and recommended that He stated that his own
it be seen primarily as a department’s Evaluation
functional office the title Committee was favourable to
goes with the job of being the the course but with a proviso
pastor in the congregation, that there should be certain
and should the occupant safeguards. Further
resign the position he would assurances were given by the
relinquish the title Minister that when a school
This would also mean that adopts MACOS at a parents’
a person would not be or- meeting, it would only be
dained a presbyter or priest adopted for that particular
12 months after being madea year. In future all parents
deacon but only when given With fourth year pupils will
the sole responsibility for the be given the opportunity to
congregation. express their feelings, rather
The question is also raised than a particular group of
as to whether a person may Pparents in one year giving the
be a parttime or honorary School blanket approval for
: all subsequent years. The
* Topage8  Minister will gazette this deci
2 sion for the information of
‘ONM R L 8 all headmasters.
}oTHER In the recent Synod of the
AGER{ ~~_-¥ Diocese of Sydney the Rev
P A ¢ ' Bruce Ballantyne Jones suc-
cessfully moved a motion
urging all Christian parents
to take advantage of the

AT Y s sl i s 3 Minister’s decision and pro
6 Films 8 tect their children from this
"""""""""" one sided, secular and
NurtureNow ............... 6 humanistically orientated
1 Loaf Giving ............... 3 course of studies. The Rev
Sexism Kit ? Tom Wallace, Director of the
""""""""" Diocesan Board of Education
seconded the motion.

combat Aust Racism

Ihree Australian Aboriginal groups have received
grants from the World Council of Churches Special
Fund to Combat Racism. The grants were made by the
recent WCC Executive Committee meeting held in
Helsinki, Finland.,

The North Queensland
Land Council will receive
SUS17,500, the Kimberley

young Aborigines from all
over Australia. The coprse
aims to give the 30 students

Land Council SUS12,500 and attending the 12-month
the Melbourne Aborignal course, not only
Community Organisation organisational skills, but also
Course will receive a strong sense of pride,
SUSI2,000. identity and political

In its submission, the awareness. ACOC will use

10 pay the

Land the WCC
Aboriginal

grant
wo

North Queensland
Council said that salaries of
“Queensland s the only
Australian State which con-
tinues to deny legislative

course tutors.

ANTI-APARTHEID

recognition of the right of
Aboriginal people to some
part of their ancestral land"*

It also accused the Queens
land Government of con
tinuing ‘‘to oppress its black
population through the
highly dircriminatory Abori
gines and Torres Strait
Islanders Acts of 1971"", The
Land Council plans to use the
WCC grant for legal action in
Australia and for taking its
case to the United Nations

The Kimberley Aboriginal
Land Council of north
Western Australia stated in
its submission that it **exists
because of the urgent need to
regain lost lands if
Aboriginal culture is to
survive'’. One of the Land
Council’s primary objectives
is 10 obtain European recog-
nition of Aboriginal law as it
relates to land

The Land Council gives
highest priority to frequent
and regular meetings of
Aboriginal councils and will

GROUPS

The natio Campaign
Against Racial Exploitation

(CARE) and the Sydney
based Southern African
Liberation Centre (SALC)
have also each received a
grant of $5000 from the
WCC Special Fund to

Combat Racism

CARE works to end racism
in Southern Africa and in
Australia. A major part of its
activities is supporting the
struggle of Aboriginal people
for their land rights, The
WCC grant will support its
land rights work and the
information activities of its
co-ordinator

SALC aims to mobilise
support within Australia for
the Southern African libera

tion movements and 1o
support black movements
within Australia. A major
initiative of SALC is the “‘no

ties with apartheid"’
campaign. The centre also
assists in providing scholar-

use the money to meet the ships for Southern African
heavy travel costs in this exiles. The WCC grant will
isolated part of Australia g0 towards continuation of

The Aboriginal the Centre's activities as well
Community Organisation a5 to providing a regular
Course (ACOC) at wage for SALC's con-
Swinburn, Melbourne, is an ordinator Australian

educational programme for Council of Churches

Election"’.

mining?

taken a considerable

The question is

The statement in the Sydney Morning Herald October
9 that the Archbishop of Sydney ‘‘can hardly claim to
find guidance in the Bible' on the issue of uranium
mining was a naive and snide comment by John Pringle
in his feature article *‘Church Leaders and the State

Mr Pringle’s own comments on the uranium issue
were: “‘I regret that nuclear power was ever discovered,
it will not disappear overnight, and a refusal to mine our
uranium will make no difference except to increase the
cost of uranium to those countries which have invested
vast sums in erecting nuclear power stations.” Mr
Pringle’s head may not be in the clouds, but it is
certainly in the sand. He may not have read the Fox
Report, but did he bother to read the Archbishop’s
reasons in his Presidential Address to Synod for his
conclusion? We may condemn Mr Pringle's highly
pragmatic approach, but our concern is how many
Christians have based their own conclusions on the
same grounds as Mr Pringle when reflecting on uranium

In contrast the Archbishop of Sydney has obviously
amount of
evaluating the finding of Mr Justice Fox and the
opinions of those connected with the
community, His opinion is a considered one.
whether the
enunciated principles that are biblical in arriving at his
decision that it would have been in our true national

time and effort
Aboriginal

Archbishop has

interest at this stage to have left the mineral in the
ground.

T'he Bible gives a clear mandate to man to make use
of the resources of the earth for his own benefit, and in
an era of diminishing energy resources the use of
nuclear fusion seems to be a good alternative. However,
the mandate the Bible gives to man is one that carries a
responsibility to use the gifts and resources for the
benefit of others. The way then we use resources and the
effect that use will have on others is the prime Christian
consideration

In evaluating the Archbishop's decision the crucial
question is whether the mining of uranium at this stage
will be beneficial or detrimental to others. The Arch
bishop notes four salient considerations — the problem
of radoactive waste disposal, the hazard to all living
organisms from radioactive materials, the pollution and
destruction of the earth's fauna and flora, and finally
the effect on the welfare of the people who inhabit the
area in and around the mining claim.

Recent work in Australia on the encasing of nuclear
waste in a material which would help the disposal
problem gives rise to cautious optimism becavse the
work is in a preliminary stage. But it is wrong to proceed
now with mining until the method is proven and
assurances given that all waste will be thus dealt with
Secondly the fact that the Ranger Uranium tailings dam
will hold 28 million tonnes of contaminated sludge and
water and that some be released and cover considerable

AN ARCHBISHOP WITHOUT A TEXT?

tracts of land especially in the wel
significant factor because of the
lifein the area

Contrary to Mr Pringle’s charge, the Archbishop has
based his considerations on the biblical doctrine of man
as the responsible user of resources for the benefit of
others. The Archbishop’s arguments and conclusion
commend themselves not only to Christians, but to all,
including the Government of Australia. Uranium
mining is premature knowing its effects where it has
been undertaken in Rum Jungle and given our present
inability to handle the effects of such mining on man
and his environment.

However, Christians must be prepared to accept the
fact that any decision not to mine now would affect our
level of prosperity because we have reached a stage in
our economic history where we desperately need 1o
export our mineral resources 10 offset our economic
problems. Christians may well ask whether the
Government is hell bent on pursuing the uranium
mining contrary to the recommendation of Mr Justice
Fox because of a short term politio-economic
objective

Our great regret should be that as Christians we failed
10 bring to bear a Christian mind on the issue before it
was 100 late. The statement of Archbishop of Sydney
stands as a judgement on our sloth and guilty silence as
a Christian community for failing to do our homework
long before this

SCasons 1S a

long term effects on all
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