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Bible Society
Leader Elected
to Key Asia Post

A meeting of the United Bible
Regional Executive Committee (ASPREC)
March 20, 1984 elected

the Australian General Secretary of the

YOCI1eDes
in Hong Kong or
Bible Society, the Reverend James Payne

to be its Chairman, the first Aust
hold the post. Ar

ecclesiastical ballot

provided that all members could be

eligible for
mmittee came India, Pakistar
inka, New Zealand, the Philippine

Korea, T: n, Indonesia, Thailand and

Australia

The Reverend James R. Payne
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nd where eighty percent of the world

m-chnstians are located

DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY

Rev. G. Roper at present Rector, Larg
nducted as Rector of the f
16th July, 1984
DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE
I ew deacons were ordained in Christ
ch Cathedral on February 4 The R
ngton has been appointed to the pa
Cardiff and the Rev. C. Butterworth to the
parish of W Noy

Rev. 5. Willey left Bulahdelah at the end

tment a

February tc ip his appoir

Registrar of the Diocese of Carpentaris
DIOCESE OF RIVERINA

Rev. Gary Priest has been chose

new Dean of Bunbury and will c¢ wence on

the 7th May, 1984
DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON
gned as Rector of

Rev. Canon P. Gribble has res

| New Project and

Development
Director for A.E.

Australia has appointe
elopment Directo
ntosh. He

Kevin Lyne who retired fr

on at the of 1%
ntosh is a parishioner of
| n Church, Mar
jetor nnin £, Mr. Macintosh held a
) in the Australian Public
ervice, He occuf enior positior
I Depa t Minister anc
! I, Urban ar

Blackwater as from April 29th to become
Cl 1 to the Mission 10 Seamen in Brisbane
Rev. A, Burnet has resigned from the h of
Barcaldine and returned t nited
Kir

SYDNEY DIOCESE
Rev. ). A, Ross will retire as Chaplain at
Liverpool Hospital on 30th April
Rev. W. B. Newton will resign as Rect
Riverstone Oth June
Rev. A, W, Quee will resign as Rector of Beverly
Hills and has accepted the position as Rector

Rev. Barry S. George, CM.S., has been licensed
a5 ar stant Minister of St Andr

Cathed

|
Rev. B. Higginbotham, has been appointed a
Rural Dean of Petershan

Rev. B. F. V. King has been appointed as Rural

Dean of Hornsby

.

Wanted: new subscribers

(Thn Australian Church Record has been bringing the

news on Church affairs for over 100 years, 1880-1983

an independent provocative
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas every
two weeks
Full Subscription $16 -

The .lustmlian/,

Tertiary Students $13 — Theological Students $10

CHURCH
RECORD

Payment may be made from your Bankcard if you ¢ omplete and return this authorisation
DO NOT SEND YOUR BANKCARD
353 I, O O

Your Bankcard A/c No. 496 |
Card expiry

Amount $
Your signature
NAME
ADDRESS
POSTCODE

INTRODUCED BY

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church Record

lenclose $16[ |, $13[ 7] $10[ | subscription for 12 months’ issues.

Post coupon to The Australian Church Record, 1st Floor, St. Andrew's House,

Sydney Square, Sydney, NSW 2000.
, S
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We are making a special offer to present
subscribers. For every three new subscribers
that you obtain for us you receive a free book
You may choose your book from the list
below

| Believe in Man — G, Carey
| Believe in Church Growth — E, Gibbs
| Believe in the Holy Spirit — M. Green
| Believe in Satan’s Downfall — M. Green
| Believe in the Creator — |. Heuston
| Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus

— G, E. Ladd
I Believe in the Historical Jesus

- I. M. Marshall
I Believe in Revelation — L. Morris
| Believe in the Second Coming
| Believe in the Great Commission
- M. Warren

| Believe in Evangelism — D, Watson
I Believe in the Church — D. Watson

S. Travis

We have chosen the | Believe Series
because it is an important contribution to
evangelical literature. The Series was edited by
Michael Green and sought to make modern
scholarship on important issues available at a
level that the ordinary Christian could
understand. Sadly, the books have been too
expensive for most people — some of the
titles selling for almost $15, Some titles were
issued in cheaper editions, We are offering the
better quality edition to our readers

What you have to do

1) Get your fricnds to subscribe

2) When they do, fill in the extra space on the
subscription form with your own name

3) Send in the subscription forms with a year's
payment

-

4) When you have three new subscribers (you
have up 1o 12 months to obtain them — you
do not have to send them all at once!) write to
us and tell us which title you wish to claim as
your free title

(Note: unfortunately this offer only applies to
full subscriptions — theological students rates
are not included.,)

An Example

One subscriber, immediately this offer was
made, found three members of her local
congregation who wanted to subscribe, She
has obtained her free book and donated it to
her Church library

There are many people who are not
subscribers who might be interested if current
subscribers spoke to them about the Church
Record. Why not try in your local
congregation?

Newest Title

The last title to be released in the | BELIEVE
SERIES is “I Believe in Satan’s Downfall”
Written by the series editor, Michael Green, it
attempts to deal with the modern trend in
theology to disregard the idea of a personal
Satan. At the same time, however, there is an
increase in the interest of our age in the occult.

Michael Green addresses himself to the
Biblical material about Satan and evil and, in
particular, to the guaranteed downfall of Satan
Since Christians are continually engaged in a
spiritual warfare this book is of great
importance and we thoroughly recommend it

You can obtain a copy FREE by introducing
three new subscribers to the Australian
Church Record
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ot Dancing in the Rain

This years Sydney Anglican Good Friday service was held in the Cathedral because of rain. Although attendance was down, the

outstanding feature was the obvious number of casually dressed young people and young families.

The dance group, “Prepare”, presented their items with professional skill while the singer, Byrt Mallanyk, presented items with
appeal to people of all ages. The Archbishop gave a ‘down to earth’ address with practical illustrations through which the ordinary
man in the street could easily understand the full meaning of Easter.

Ramon Williams

ABC
Dismantles
Religion

In a broadcast on 2CH recently, Rev
Bernard Judd said, “It's on again! The
Religious Programme Department of the
A.B.C. s under threat of being
dismantled. The Australian Broadcasting
Corporation does a pretty good job for
the whole of our nation. Of course, it gets
a lot of criticism especially for its current
affairs broadcasts and interviews
Whichever Party is in power angrily
dlleges a hostile bias. The Liberals did and
now the ALP does. Political Parties will
accept nothing except fulsome praise
The ABC. has a number of specialist
departments
Special Projects, News, Current Affairs

Sport, Drama, Education

From the days when Kenneth
Henderson got it firmly established, the
A.BC. Religious Programmes Department
has enjoyed a very high nation-wide
reputation because of the expertise of its
specialist staff. Why disperse this
specialist team? Why dismantle this
Department and absorb it in a wider Talks
Section? If the new AB(
wants to lower the standard of the

management

Religious broadcasts, it s going the right
way to achieve such a deplorable result
Senator (“Diamond Jim”) McClelland and
his Senate Committee on Lducation
Science and the Arts was the spearhead
of the 1975 attack on the Religious
Department and we routed their
onslaught. In the intervening years, there
have been other lesser attacks which
have come to nothing. This renewed
assaultis even more dangerous than the
1975 one because the new A B
management plans to axe the Religious
Department along with others like Rural
Affairs and the Science Department. |
understand the decision will be taken on
the 1st May one way or the other!’

Billy Graham Crusades —
25th Anniversary Service

Despite wet and windy weather, almost
700 people attended the special
Thanksgiving Service organised to
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the first
Billy Graham Crusades in Australia and
New Zealand. Representatives from many
denominations took partin the Service
which was held in St. Andrew’s Cathedral
Sydney

A choir, under the leadership of Mr
Barry Starr, commenced the Service with
the singing of “When the Trumpet of the
Lord Shall Sound
musical items during the Service, as well

and provided further

as leading the congregational singing of
some of the well-known hymns from
previous Crusades

A prayer of thanksgiving for God's
blessing on the Billy Graham Crusades
over the past 25 years was offered by the
Rev. A, H. Orr, who had been on the
Executive Committees for the Crusades of
1968 and 1979, and who was Director of
the BG.EA, office from 1977-1979

Crusade Director for the 1979 Crusade
and tormer Executive Director of the
BG.EA for a number of years, Mr. Barry
Berryman read the lesson from Romans

The Dean of Sydney, the Ven. Rey
Lance R. Shilton said in his opening
remarks that “we look back with
gratitude for the spiritual ‘shots in the
arm’ brought by Billy Graham to this
country in 1959, 1968 and 1979, when
many thousands came to a living faith
and still continue to make their mark in
the life of the church” He went on to
anounce a Sydney-wide outreach in 1985
with Dr. Leighton Ford, to be known as
SYDNEY CELEBRATION ‘85. The newly
appointed Director for this forthcoming
event, the R
commissioned by the Chairman of
BG.EA, Bishop A. |. Dain

Barry George, was

Among many present who had been
brought into a personal relationship with
Christ for the first time during the
Crusades over the past 25 years, was Mr
Bill Vicent, National Director of L.LE
Ministries. He shared with the
congregation a testimony of his
conversion during the 1959 Crusade

The address at the Service was given by
Archbishop Sir Marcus Loane, who was
the President of the 79 Crusade. He said

We look back and thank God for all that
He has wrought, both in our own lives
and in the lives of others. The truly lasting
eftect of thase Crusades may best be
judged by .he number of men and
women whose lives were changed and
who were called to train for the Christian
ministry at home or for missionary service
abroad

Archbishop Loane went on to speak
warmly of ais personal regard for Billy
Graham who, he said, 1s “a man of total
sincerity and shining humility. We can
never be too thankful that God raised up
such a man for our generation” the
Archbishop said, “we thank God upon
His servant

Library
)

Brian Booth
Returns from
Speaking Tour
of South Africa

Enterpris

During that time, they
schoolboy hool teacher
businessmen and women i
cncketing comrade and an a i
hunter come to know the Lo T
both been speaking about

They enthralled everyone with storis
about the greats ricket and
cleverly related game to their
experience of life with Jesus Christ

Brian Booth commented on his la

in South Africa: “This tour has beer
exciting, challenging and eve-opening, |

have gained much which | will be takir

back to Australia to share with people
there
We h

breakfasts and women’s

* spoken at businesss

n's
groups. We have
shared with sportsmen and teachers and

pupils, Each meeting has presented

opportunities to share the Ge

| and get
alongside people

‘It is a real privilege to see evidence of
the mighty way God works

Trey :oddard commented that even
though he and Brian had last seen each
other 16 years ago on opposite sides on
the cricket pitch, they had been moulded
by God into a fighting-fit team to carry

the Gospel message

Stephen Bollaert, Africa Enterprise tean
member who co-ordinated the tour, said

The timing of this tour was perfect. It
corresponded with the tour by the West

when cricket was

cricketing side
on everybody's mind!

The two did more than speak and

sermonise. The

v actually got out on the
playing fields and demonstrated what
they were talking about, and in this way
showed how team management and
leadership are related to life and

particularly to life with Christ

__INSIDE

Menzies means ministry
... Page2

Protestant and RC erosions of
religion ... Page 3

Melbourne election
resignation explained
...Page5

“Dungeons and Dragons”
... Fege?7

First consultation on ancestor
worship ...Page8
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opportunity to influence tertiary students
for God

Dr. Paul Barnett is the Master of the
ollege and he i I by Miss Evonne

Paddison as Deputy Master and 1

vinced Christian Tutors. Th

upporte

How does one Minister in a
University College?

iring the week over 80 students mee |

mall groups to study the bible |

natter to a
hese groups have beer

and that nstrumiental in building up young

wistia They also attrac

the college provides academic a

umber of non-Christians

d works to establist environme 4 2
& d at bl what Christianity is about

earning and thinking programmes are also provided ir

ni students also cé about the counselling, small group

rrship, evangelism and follow-up

food, shelter and to a le r

t as part of aim is 1o ¢ students for sen

the best possib the church and them a con

0 mission as they leave the colle

Means I

can at the lowest pc

nd shelter

Menzies

i the mission
onsider the
A number of students

erted. One

who was from a
me but had rebelled against
faith is now a transformed

ind involved in an outreac yible
to student ving in nearby
inversity housing. Another who had for

two vears rejected the gospel and in a

ense sat on the | e became a Christian

at the end of the mission. He went on a

Beach Mission team in the long vacation

ature of the Ministry and
at Menzies? Dr, Peter Jensen will lead this year's

on ir

s concerned to share his faith

What is the

v A Sunday night service is held in a
at 10, helc L borrowed building, the Baptist
om 07 Theologic: ege Chape
hare togeth assurance of the use of this building until
lowed by tr end of the year but not therealter
his s under the leadershig
College Master and the Anglican
Chaplain. It argely attended by col
tudents and ry much an aspect
the Menzies Ministry. Through comir

college students the ministry has also

.

extended into the neighbouring colleg
Dunmore Lang and into University
Student Housing. Small group bible
studies are being run in both these

places

The need for deeper Christian
education for lay people has been a
burden ot Dr. Barnett’s for some years
and 1983 saw the commencement of the
School of Christian Studies, atfectionately
known as SOCS. Three schools have thus
far been with over 300 people having
attended

ETTHE

-
=~

The schools’ aim is to educate those
who attend in the basic tenets of the
Christian faith; to stimulate thinking
within the disciplines and professions; to
develop Christian thinking about
complex issues of today relating biblical

1984

faith to personal and world issues and t

deepen a commitment to world mis
The theme of the Septer

Christ Means Commitment”, Dr, Graeme

r School

Goldsworthy will be speaking on Christ
The End of the Law and Revd. Philip
Jensen will speak on the Person and Work
of Jesus, to name but two of the speaker
Through this ministry the work at
Menzies has reached out to the univers

and the community at large

Each year a score of students are
converted and many others see a

deepening of their faith, Most students

have graduated after three years at the

» '

llege. They have come from ariety
ind return to them, Some to

ngapore and others to such place
Hong Kong, Uganda, New Zealand
Melbourne, Broken Hill, in fact the

e world over. Many arrive

country and

it the college unchurched and ignorant
to the gospel message. Many leave
equipped to be His soldier and servant
We pray, to their life’s end

The opportunities are unique and the
ministry is worthwhile and it can be
extended. They need a building in which
to house both their Sunday services and
their School of Christian Studies. They
need a building in order to extend their
Th

educational and cultural activitie
don’t need a building just to fill up a
space on a block of land that the
university has generously made available
They need a building as an AID TO
MINISTRY, as a tool to continue what h;
been begun. They need a Chapel
Fducation Centre, and in this the colleg
Tenth Anniversary Menzies have
launched an appeal to this end. The
building will provide a secure place tor
ministry which i1s now a present reality
and will ensure that ministry for many

decades to come

Protestant and Roman Catholic Erosions
of Religion

Jesus made Himself the centre of religion. This is the opposite to what a prophet does, who points away from himself to God; but
Jesus directed the hearer to Himseli. Thus he said “Come unto me all you who are weary and heavy laden and | will give you rest”
And again, “I am the light of the world, he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life”, or again

“If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink

way, the truth and the life, no man comes to the Father but by Me”

The Apostles also made Jesus the
centre, God with us. They preached Him
as Lord and King. Thus Peter told the
religious leaders in Jerusalem “There is no
other name given among men whereby
we must be saved but the name of Jesus”
and Paul told the Jews of Asia Minor “Be
it known unto you brethren that through
this man is proclaimed unto you
remission of sins and by Him everyone
that believes is justified from all things

Jesus is the Centre

The New Testament teaches
emphatically that Jesus is the centre of
true religion and that there is no way to
God except through Him, The reason is
simple; God was in Christ; God gave His
only begotten Son; so that Christ’s death
and resurrection is the God-given way by
which sinners may return to the presence
of their Heavenly Father. To by-pass Jesus
Christ is to by-pass God Himself and it is
an absolute contradiction to think that
we can come to God when we
deliberately by-pass Christ, our great God
and Saviour. We must remember that we
can only come to God by way of
forgiveness; in ourselves we deserve
nothing but God's condemnation, Only
through forgiveness can we be received
into God'’s presence, and forgiveness is
extended to us only on the grounds of
Christ’s perfect life and death. That is why
there is no other way to God but by
Christ

Diversions from Centre

There are two tendencies, always with
us, which divert the centre of religion
from Christ. The first is the tendency to
interpose religious rites and ceremonies
between ourselves and Christ, so that
instead of putting our faith directly in
Christ we do so only indirectly, because
the proper performance of the ceremony
becomes the principal object of our faith
and attention. The second tendency is
moralism, that is to say, the tendency to
rely for salvation on our own efforts and
the uprightness of our conscience, Both
tendencies, to trust in religious
ceremonies, and to trust in our moral life
rather than to trust in the forgiveness of
Christ, are to be found within
protestantism, as well as within Roman
Catholicism but the latter has provided
some classical examples of false reliance
on religious ceremonies for salvation

Ritualism, Cloth, and Prayers

For example, there is the Roman
Catholic teaching about the scapular. The
scapular is nowadays a small piece of
cloth about two inches square
suspended round the neck by strings
(though in recent years a medal may take
the place of the cloth). Roman Catholics
believe that in the thirteenth century the
Virgin Mary appeared to a certain Simon
Stock in a vision and said as she gave him
the scapular, “Receive the scapular, in
which he that dieth shall not suffer
eternal fire; behold the sign of salvation
a safeguard in danger, the covenant of
peace and everlasting alliance”. These
words promise the wearer of the scapular
salvation from hell, not merely from
purgatory, but there is no word about
faith in Christ, so that the attention of the
worshipper is effectually diverted from
Christ to the supposed virtue of wearing
this religious object. However, moralism
and ritualism cut clean across the
centrality of Jesus. Both protestantism
and Roman Catholicism have these
tendencies, but the sacraments have
been misused in the same way. Their
purpose is to concentrate our faith in
Christ's death. Thus Baptism speaks to us
of the washing away of our sins and the
Lord’s Supper of the promise that God
makes to us of forgiveness through
Christ’s death. The mistake comes when
we regard the services in themselves as
something to trust, as though because we

have taken part in Baptism or the Lord's
Supper we have received some benefit by
that very act. But we should look through
these services to God's promises in Christ
and so put our faith in God. Just as with

a telescope, if you merely look at the
glass in the telescope you will see
nothing, except pe-lh.n;h your own eye
reflected in it, but if you look through the
glass you will see the distant object more
vividly, so the Sactaments are meant to
focus our attention on Christ and His
death and to increase our faith in Him
but they may be misused to distract our
attention from Christ by focussing it on
the Sacraments themselves

A third illustration of how religious
rites distract from Christ is the practice of
praying to the saints, and especially to the
Virgin. There is the well known statement
of St Alphonsus Liguori, one of the great
doctors of the Roman Catholic Church
which describes a vision in which Brother
Leo saw two ladders to Heaven. At the
top of the red ladder stood our Lord
Jesus Christ, at the top of the white
ladder the Virgin Mary. Those who tried
to ascend the ladder to Christ invariably
failed, but those who climbed the white
ladder over which the Virgin Mary
presided “soon gained the top” (Glories
of Mary p. 176, Dublin 1841). Could there
be a clearer illustration of how prayers to
the saints distract from the centrality of
Christ in religion. Jesus said “No man
comes to the Father but by me”, for “God
was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself’

Moralism

The second tendency which distracts
from the centrality of Christ is moralism
that is to say the belief that we can come
into God'’s presence in our own right, that
we can pray to God apart from Christ’s
intercession, The error is a common one,
it springs from too slight an estimate of
the seriousness of sin, as though we
could avoid sin easily, and is forgetful of
the terrible hold that sin has over our
nature right to its core. The error is also
based on too slight an estimate of God's
holiness as our judge, as though God will
judge us by balancing our goodness
against our badness. But this is not what
is revealed in Scripture; God is of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity, any iniquity
and will condemn all wickedness. Thus
we can only be saved through
forgiveness, for through forgiveness our
sins are blotted out from God'’s sight, and
forgiveness can only come through Jesus
Christ Who died for our sins. It is because
we need to be saved that we need Jesus
Christ for there is no salvation in any
other name. If we could get along
without forgiveness, then we might be
able to get along by our own efforts, but
if, as the Bible affirms, we need to be
forgiven before we can stand in the
presence of a Holy God, then none of u
can be saved except through Jesus Christ

Moralism is an error that SPrings up
particularly easily in Protestantism
notably in Anglicanism, and interestingly
enough in modern Roman Catholicism
Up till one hundred years ago the Roman
Catholic Church taught emphatically that
it was not possible to be saved apart from
membership of that Church. This at least
safeguarded the concept that salvation is
through forgiveness, even though
forgiveness in Roman doctrine could only
be obtained through the church
sacraments. But in 1854 Pope Pius 1X
declared that the necessity of
membership of the Roman Church was
not required of those who were incurably
ignorant of its character. As a
consequence, modern Roman Catholics
teach that Protestants and even pagans
may be saved by their own moral efforts
Thus a little pamphlet circulated amongst
Roman Catholics in Sydney entitled “Is
Anybody Sure of Going to Heaven” by
the Rev. R. |. Miller of the Redemptionist

And on the evening before His crucifixion He told His disciples “1 am the

Fathers states on page 18 “The Catholic
Church teaches that everyone will be
judged by God on the basis of his fidelity
to conscience throughout life Anyone
who sincerely believes he must be a
Lutheran, or a Methodist or a Baptist in
order to be saved is bound to practice
such a religion so long as he is convinced
that it is God's command. Only thus can
he ever save his immortal soul”. This
sounds strange in a church which burnt
so many thousands of people because
they were convinced that they ought to
be Protestants, that is, while in fact they
were doing what this pamphlet says was
the only way in which they could save
their immortal souls!

Kung and Conscience

But it is not an isolated quotation. Hans
Kung in his book ““That the World May
Believe” which has been very highly
commended in the Roman Catholic
Church writes on page 5 that “A
Protestant can be in God’s grace and can
win eternal life if he lives according to his
conscience and keeps God's
commandments”. You will notice that
there is here no mention of forgiveness
but only of moral effort, as leading to
salvation. The fact is, of course, that no
one can keep God's commandments as
they should be kept, yet this is not Kung's
meaning. He sincerely wishes it to be
understood that a Protestant can keep
God’s commandments and so can come
to Heaven even though not a member of
the Roman Church; and on page 83 he
extends the same concept to pagans who
have never heard of Christ. If a pagan
lives a good life he also will be saved
Kung's words are “If a pagan surrenders
himself in faith in some obscure but real
way to the one True God in Jesus Christ
of Whom he is perhaps only dimly aware
under one hundred concealing veils, and
if he then shows torth this faith in works
of love, then he may be saved

The Redemptionist pamphlet sums it
up on page 20 “Anyone . .. can be saved
by being obedient to what his conscience
tells him is the will of God". The Second

Vatican Council has said the same. All this

CHILDREN'S SPEAKER

AVl

® Puppr 565
GEOFF SIMPSON

ymerdy Scripture Unior

(02) 607 4750

by D.B. Knox

sounds fine, but what authority have we
for speaking like this on God’s behalf? We
may well ask what has become of the first
of the ten commandments, “I am the
Lord thy God, thou shalt have none other
gods but Me”. In this new teaching it
does not seem to matter who you have as
your God. There may be one hundred
concealing veils” of different pagan
deities but we are saved by our works
This teaching has returned to de facto
pelagianism, that is to say, to the doctrine
that a man is able to do the will of God
by following his conscience and so save
himself

Unpleasant Realities

But there are two facts which make this
comforting doctrine untrue, and so a
stumbling block to those who seek the
way to God. The first unpleasant fact is
that we cannot do God'’s will perfectly
and the second is that unless we do
God’s will perfectly we must be judged as
sinners, for as St James says, even if you
abstain from adultery, you are
condemned if you commit a murder, so
too you are condemned if you break any
of God's laws, even though you keep the
rest (James 2:10, 11). But of course; we
are all the time breaking hundreds of
God's laws, if only by losing our temper
disguising the truth, or being selfish

Salvation only through
Forgiveness
The conclusion is that there
of salvation except by the
acknowledgement of our sin and the
Moral effort

in the future, can never cover the past

seeking of God'’s forgivenes

The Christian doctrine of salvation always
has been salvation through forgiveness
and not through good works. Salvatior
through forgiveness and this requires on
our part repentance from our sins and the
acknowledgement of Christ as Lord and
Saviour, There is no other way and we
must not turn aside from Christ either by
over-confidence in our own works, or by
reliance on some religious activities

which tradition suggests are ways of
salvation, for Jesus Christ alone is th
Way, the Truth and the Life, and He is able
and has promised to save all who come

to God by Him, Salvation is only through

n Christ

forgivenes
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Lesley Hicks

David Watson, the English evangelist and
author, has died from cancer at the age of
>0. | have only heard him speak a couple
of imes, and shaken his hand, but | feel
as though | have lost a friend. His books
have brought him close, as have the
tributes and interviews with him in
publications as varied as the magazines
Today and On Being and the Sydney
Morning Herald, which featured several
articles by Alan Gill

I knew him well by reputation before
he visited Sydney in 1980, and | was not

disappointed when | heard him and saw

his team in action. His gently-spoker

modest manner carried great conviction
v the ¢
stress he was under during that visit

What | did not req was nount of

by the account in his

judgin
autobiography You Are My God (Hodc
& Stoughton, 1983, Ch 16). He returned

from that exhau

lany a
gation in York
which by that time had a full-time vicar to
Ire i wider ministry
Growth Through Pain
ry of hi ry from the
t triumphs
rough | vangelism and
creativity, won at the cost of much prayer
jeep pain and nerability. D,
Watso isthma
and hi r yet

| FRANK AKEHURST

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
“ARTISTIQUE GIFTS"
Gifts for all the family
© Birthdays ¢ Engagements
© Weddings etc.
painted Plates & Ofl Pain

Artists

A Good Range of Australian Souvenirs
Shop 9 Eastwood Arcade
183-5 Rowe Street, Eastwood 2122
Phone 85 6712
BANKCARD AND LAY-BYS WELCOME
80" Off Council Car Park in Glen Street

DREWS REMOVALS
Local, Country & Interstate
G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.

(Established 1946)

N nnection in any way with firms of

ilar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220

Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 726 7098

STAINED GLASS 'WINDOWS
K. J. Litfle
19 Barden Street,
Amcliffe 2.205
Phone: 599 7348

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral

Annesley-Westwood Guest
House
. 11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old bullding 6 acres park-like
grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required

David Watson
and
Discipleship

they were used to build from virtually
nothing a thriving fellowship with a
world-wide outreach

In 1982 the Watsons left York to live in
London. They had come to the tiny
congregation of St. Cuthbert’s, York in
1965 as a newly-married couple, By 1972
the congregation had utterly outgrown
that church building and was offered the
three-times-larger St. Michael-le-Belfrey
ow of York Minster, Before
long, they were holding Gt

in the sh;

25t Services in

the vast Minster, and filling it. Some of

these services were televised by the BB(

But no-one should ever under-estimate
the co 1t to David and Anne Watson of
their commitment to this community and

their availability to God’s S

Spirit as His
instruments in renewal, There is no
genuine spiritual growth without pain

ind struggle. Writing after the wrench of

their move with their teenage daughter

and son to London, Watson says (P.197-8)
God’s Darkroom

Anne

fires of past trials God has brought us into

and | know that through the

a much more complete marriage, and our
family relationships are closer than they

have ever been, God can use even our

and mistakes, when surrendered to

crease the beauty of his pattern

ind to make us more useful
in serving others. Nothing is outside his

ve. He s

sinto

overeign control and const

the One who turns our negq
positives, especially in the darkroom of
uffering. That is the confidence we can

ailways have when we pray ‘Our Father

who art in heaven

Having written these words | heard
only yesterday and unexpectedly, that |
have to go into hospital in two days’ time

for a major fominal operation which is
expected to knock me out of action for
the best part of six months’ His
autobiography ends with his reflections at
that point of his life, facing the cancer
ath early this year. It
was not his last book, however. Fear No
Evil, which | have not yet read, tells of his

which led to his ¢

encounter with evil

Western Flabbiness

Another recent book of his is
Discipleship (also a Hodder paperback,
first published 1981, this edition 1983). It
encapsulate
evident between the lines of his
autobiography. In his introduction
Watson gives alarming statistics about the

much of the teaching

decline of western Christianity
contrasted with the phenomenal gains in
Third World churches. Why, he asks, is
Western Christianity too flabby to do
anything much in the strenuous battle
against Marxism and Islam? His book says
nothing about anti-nuclear
demonstrations as the way forward for
Christians, though he quotes
Solzhenitsyn:” ‘I wouldn’t be surprised at
the sudden and imminent fall of the

West Nuclear war is not even
necessary to the Soviet Union. You can be
taken simply with bare hands/

“Why is that? It is because Christians in
the West have largely neglected what it
means to be a disciple of Christ. The vast
majority of western Christians are
church-members, pew-fillers, hymn
singers, sermon-tasters, Bible-readers,
even born-again-believers, or Spirit-filled-
charismatics — but not true disciples of
Jesus. If we were willing to learn the
meaning of real discipleship and actually
to become disciples, the church in the
West would be transformed, and the
resultant impact on society would be
staggering.’ (p.16)
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Rockhampton Aboriginal Ministry

The Anglican Church is to provide a full
time resident priest for Woorabinda
Aboriginal community from early May
[he Bishop of Rockhampton, the Right
Reverend George Hearn, has announced
the appointment of the Reverend Peter
Smith as residential chaplain

Mr Smith is currently honorary
missioner at Point Pearce Aboriginal
community in South Australia. He will
move to Woorabinda early in May with
his wife Raylene and their children Peter
13, Clayton 11, and Monique 4. His official
commissioning as Priest/Chaplain wiil
take place on May 23

Commenting on the appointment
Bishop Hearn said, “This will be the first
occasion that our church has had a
resident priest full-time at Woorabinda
and the news has been warmly received
by the local Aboriginal community. | am
confident that this new ministry will
encourage the development of church
community and leadership at
Woorabinda, and will also assist in the

3

nurture of family life

The national mission agency of the
Anglican Church, the Australian Board of
Missions, will support the appointment
with a grant of $17,500 towards the
stipend and travelling costs, with the
remainder to be funded by the Diocese
of Rockhampton. The Diocese will also
provide a highset house and car for the
chaplaincy

The appointment at Woorabinda
complements the earlier appointment of
the Reverend Neil Forgie as chaplain to
the Aboriginal and Islander communities
in Rockhampton

Both Chaplaincies will be using the
resources of two ecumenical tramning
colleges for local Aboriginal leadership
Nungalinya College in the Northern
Territory and Wontulp College in North
Queensland. The colleges, both
sponsored by the Anglican, Roman
Catholic and Uniting Churches, use
mainly extension education methods in
their work

New Church of England Homes
Appointment

= NS

The new Director of Welfare Services at
the Church of England Homes, Parramatta
brings a wealth of varied experience and
impressive qualifications to the position

The Rev. Bruce Dart has a Master's
degree in Social Work from the Loyola
Graduate School in Chicago and a
Bachelor of Arts degree from the Moody
Bible Institute, also in Chicago

Before moving to the USA from Sydney
in 1965, Mr. Dart obtained a trade
certificate as a carpenter and joiner and
npleted training at the NSW Police
Academy in Bourke Street, Sydney

afterwards serving as a constable at North
Sydney and later special traffic control in
Sydney and Coonabarabran in North
Western NSW

While carrying out his theological
studies in Chicago, Mr. Dart served as
Youth Pastor of the People’s Bible Church
from 1968-1970 and as Minister to Youth
at South Park Church, Park Ridge, from
1971 to 1973, He was ordained at Park
Ridge in May 1973

From 1972 to 1978 he also worked as
Youth Guidance Director of the Youth for
Christ movement

In 1978, Mr Dart was appointed Asia
Regional Field Director for Compassion
International. Resident in Seoul, South
Korea, he was responsible for
Compassion’s Christian child
development programs in Hong Kong
The Philippines, Thailand and Burma, as
well as Korea

New Principal at BCSA ...
New Phase of Training

T'he Bible College of South Australia has
moved into an exciting new phase with
the recent arrival of Dr. Ross Bensley as its
new principal. His induction took place
during the college Commencement
Service held in the Adelaide Congress
Hall on Thurday, March 15

BCSA reports: “Dr. Bensley brings a
distinguished background of academic
achievement, together with first-hand
experience of missionary work and parish
duties. Originally from NSW, where he
studied at the Sydney Missionary and
Bible College, the Australian College of
Theology and Moore College, he has
been overseas since 1975, returning to
Australia during 1983,

In 1975 he worked for several years in
Bolivia at the invitation of the Evangelical
Christian Union, developing theological
education. As rector of the George Allen
Theological Seminary he developed the
training program and saw tremendous
growth in student numbers and diversity
of teaching

This ministry led him to pursue further
studies through the School of World

Mission at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, California, USA. There he
completed a Th.M. and Ph.D., focussing
on the interpretation of theological issues
within a cross-cultural perspective

His academic teaching and pastoral
skills have been highly commended by
those with whom he worked in
California. Over the last year he, together
with his wife and two children, have been
adapting again to the Australian culture
through work in an Anglican parish in
Epping, NSW

Dr. Bensley comes to Adelaide
singularly well equipped to develop
BCSA's work in preparing students at
various levels for lay witness, pastoral
work and missionary outreach, He brings
youthful vigour and creative imagination
to the task of the BCSA into further
developments from its now firmly
established position as a training college
committed to biblical study together with
deep involvermnent as a constituent
member of the Adelaide College of
Divinity,
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RAMON WILLIAMS

A New Spirit is needed in

Australia ...

And families can lead the way
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*cade, he affirms

people believe in the family

and want to see it survive. However

people must realise that roles within the

family are changing, and acceptar

ome of these changes may be essentia

The negative side of the ocker culture

has included a masculine wariness of
whatis seen as feminine, such things as
expressing emotion”, he said. “Men feel

they must be arrogant, they must be
strong, they must never weep. This

blocking off of tenderness is destruc tive
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“But that's too hard”. How many people have had that
response to the command, to live the Christian life? Some don't
think that way, of course. Last issues editorial was about those
who seem to think that Christianity is just another set of ethics
to live by. We made the point that this is a wrong interpretation
of the Scriptures. A close study of the Bible will make it clear
that the Christian ethic is, in fact, revolutionary and an honest
response to it is that such a lifestyle is not possible

This has given rise to a problem amongst many Christians
who justify their ethical standards or lack thereof by pointing
to the difficulty of living according to Biblical standards. There
is a tendency, therefore, to set standards which are less than
Christian

This has been in line with a problem that Evangelicals have
often had over sanctification. Our conc entration on
justification has often been at the expense of any consideration
of what to do with those who get converted. This has given rise
to the caricature, often close to the truth, of Churches who set
out on evangelism programmes and then have nothing to
welcome new converts into. Once vou're saved you simply go
out and save others is the caricature. This is shown in the
poverty of adult education programmes in most evangelical
churches and in the lack of spiritual growth among many who
regularly attend Church

The Christian has been freed from the Law — that is the
message of the Cross. It is now a relationship with Jesus that
matters. But the response to the Cross demands on obedience
to the Saviour. As Isaac Watts put it so well—

“Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all.”

Bt s

Obedience

But, granted my desire to be obedient, how do | do it
confronted as | am by so many pressures and so many
temptations? That is a fair question and we need o answer it,
especially when we are dealing with new converts,

The Resurrection contains the answer! There are many
aspects to the resurrection and we are all familiar with most of
them. One that seems often to be neglected, however, is that
the doctrine of the resurrection means that we no longer face
our battle with Satan alone. The Risen Christ is alive and stands

with us in that battle

Itis this fact, and no other religion can offer this, that makes
living the Christian life possible. The Resurrection tells us that
Jesus has already defeated death and Satan and it is that victory
that can be ours. The problem for too many of us is that the

Resurrection is an historical fact rather than a living experience,

We still fail of course. Some Christians are afraid to
acknowledge this fact preferring to give the impression that
they have already won the battle. But God is more realistic It
is this that makes the passage in Hebrews 4 so important —
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted

In every way, just as we are

-yet was without sin. Let us then

approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”’

What a pity that far too often the Christianity we proclaim is
dry and dull. The message of the Resurrection is that Jesus is
alive. A life lived with the risen Christ ever present will be filled
with excitement and with a grow ing sense of the power to be
victorious over Satan. It is this that makes obedience to God's

standards possible

MARKETING MANAGER
(N.S.W)

To develop and implement expansive marketing strategies for increased
wholesale distribution of the world's best selling book

We are seeking a keen energetic person to lead and manage an
enthusiastic selling team. Entrepreneural flair plus a proven love for the
Word of God essential

The applicant will have had management and marketing experience and is
seeking the opportunity to lead and develop an expanding business
Rumuneration package by negotiation within the Bible Society's mission
policy

Written application only to Mr. Tom H. Treseder. Secretary The Bible
Society in Australia. 95 Bathurst Street, Sydney.

POSITIONS VACANT
MAINTENANCE STAFF

VISION VALLEY, Arcadia (a Uniting Church Conference Centre near Hornsby has 2

vacancies on its full-time Staff, Details of the Positions Vacant are as follows

HANDYPERSON

The person to be appointed will have experience/skills in general building and
property maintenance, especially painting and carpentry. Trade qualifications are

not a requirement

GROUNDSPERSON

The person to be appointed will be responsible for essential grounds services

including

gardening. Experience in grounds work/gardening would be desirable.

Both positions are full-time and non-residential. Own transport is essential

Christian commitment, evidenced by active involvement in a Church is essential

Apply in writing to: The Manager,
VISION VALLEY, Wiy,
Vision Valley Rd. = =
Arcadia. N.SW. 2159. = =
N ) 7 S
Telephone: (02) 655 1515 % ////”\\\\‘f
art an®

)

Beat The Break-In Boom!
The Problem

Burglaries in your area aré booming. You've fried everylhing from deadlocks
and watchdogs . . . o staying at home.

The Solution
Start a Neighbourhood Watch Group. We can help organize one for your
street. If's easier than you think

Ring 560 8620 aiter & p.m. or wiite o Streetwatch, P.O. Box A587, Sydney
South. 2000.
Start A
Neighbourhood Watch Group
In Your Street
Now!

THE NEW

V.K. COMMODORE
HAS
BEEN
RELEASED

Now with electronic |<in:lu n giving a greater degree of efficiency and fuel injection is
“quipment levels have been increased and the price is very

offered as an option
competitive

For this or any other of the G.M.H. range, please contact me. Clergy, of course, are
entitled Fleet Owner Discount. | can assure you of my best attention

Harry Dibley: Bus. 635 4022; Priv. 634 1694
HILLSDONS PTY. LTD. 87 Church Street, Parramatta
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‘‘Dungeons and Dragons”,
Playing with Fire

Many vouth and children have fallen for
the lure of a large and expensive set of
games known as “Dungeons and
Dragons”

Monsters, spells, potions and magic
form the context for what the promoters
of the games offer as a myriad of
adventures, “for 3 or more adults, ages 10
and up!”

One Sydney parish reported the need
to minister to a child who had lost
interest in his Christian faith through
playing the games. A diocesan school
banned the game

These games require the use of occult
devices, such as spell-casting, which are
forbidden in the Scriptures, Some people
see the games as educationally valuable
because of the amount of detailed
reading and mental calculation involved
However, children (and adults) are also
learning to use the ways of the devil

Deuteronomy 18:9-14 lists occult

activities which are an abomination to the

Lord, and forbidden to His people. Quite
a number of other passages eniarge the
list or repeat the prohibition

Christians are taught in the New
Testament not to make light of the devil
Satan and the demons are real spiritual
beings who make war on Christians and
the Church, even though they have been
mortally wounded by Christ on the cross
Mortally wounded lions and elephants
are known to be much more dangerous
than the well-fed and uninterrupted
varieties. So Paul (Ephesians 6:10-18)
James (James 4:7-8) and Peter (1 Peter
5:6-9) warn that they are to be rebuked,
resisted and fought against

The Dungeons and Dragons games
proceed through the “playful” use of the
tools used by Satan. While young people
are playing with spells, Satan is playing
them!

Anyone who watches parents on the
sideline as their children play in

competitive sports knows that no game is
ever only a game. The players themselves
are in touch with strong feelings of desire
to win and defeat the opposition. Those
feelings are reality

The games differ from play-acting of
human situations. Demonic figures in
reality are simultaneously at work while
(unbeknown to the player) the player is
engaged in a “gaine”. Therefore the
demons and forces of spiritual
wickedness in the heavenly places are
able to have negative effects on the lives
of the players and the atmosphere

On the other hand, whilst play-acting
purely human drama could be operative
along with demonic forces, it is arguable
that to act out Shakespeare’s “Julius
Caesar” is to take on the roles of human
characters long since dead and therefore
unable to influence the lives of those
doing the acting. It is possible that, even
here, there could be a danger if the
human beings acted out were, in real life
demon-possessed or under some Satan,
oppression

The more advanced games require the
detailed reading and study of manuals
that read like text-books of the occult
The time and energy required to master
these books (e.g. Dungeon Masters
Guide, Players’ Handbook) would take
more energy than a detailed study of the
entire New Testament. The player is
enticed (unawares?) into a detailed study
of the ways of Satan, and away from the
Word of God

C.5. Lewis and Tolkein wrote fantasy
stories. Reading such stories is different
from role-playing them in the presence of
unseer femons. The level of
identification with characters differs when
role-play occurs as against reading
Educationalists have long-since grasped
the significant of this difference — hence
the use of drama in education, Christian
and secular

Editor’s Note

There has been a growing concern at the
number of people, including Christians
who have become hooked on the game
“Dungeons and Dragons”. Some see no
danger in it — or at least no more danger
than monopoly addicts have of having
their views on the economy changed
while others have condemned it as being
totally wrong

The Board of Education of Sydney
Diocese asked one of their staff, Rev
Lindsay Johnstone, to report on the
game. He has produced a very thorough
report for them. The Church Record
asked him to write an article for us based
on that report

lo read about something demonic can
tend to negativity and doom, and is often
known to be associated with nightmares

However, to act out something
demonic, and using devices forbidden in
the Bible, is to risk or initiate an
involvement with the devices and
schemes of the unseen forces of evil

Christians are instructed in the New
festament to be aware of the reality of a
cosmic conflict between Christ and Satan
We are to engage in spiritual warfare

Christians are to resist Satan and the
demons in their attacks on our standing
in Christ (Ephesians 6:10-18). We are
called upon, through prayer, to bind the
evil spirits and to release the ministering
angels to do the will of God in our own
lives and the lives of others (Matthew
18:18-20 and Hebrews 1:14), We are, by
prayer, to bring down Satanic strongholds
that enslave and destroy others (2
Corinthians 10:3-5)

In these ways we are to take our proper
place in relation to God's plan for the
ancient serpent (Revelation 12:7-12)

The Diocese of Sydney recently released
for discussion a Report it commissioned
in 1981 called “Crime and Treatment of
Offenders”. The Report has 31
recommendations ranging over the
following areas

1. Some theological considerations

2. Treatment of offenders

3. Pastoral ministry to offenders and their
families

The recommendations made in the 21
page Report are

1. That Christians should be reminded
that “God has no favourites”, and
that seen from His point of view
offenders are no different from non-
offenders. It follows therefore that
religious ministry shold be as
available to offenders as it is to non
offenders

That any approach to the welfare of
offenders should include provision
for their spiritual welfare as well as
their physical, intellectual and
psychological welfare

~

3. That the concept of “just desert”
should be built into provisions for
the treatment of offenders, not in any
vindictive sense, but in rec ognition
that man should normally be held
responsible for his actions and that
justice has to be recognized as being

done

4. That more concern be shown for the
victims of crimes, without Ignornng
the needs of offenders

5. That the idea of reconciliation
man to God, man to family and man
to the community shold be stressed
in future programmes for the
treatment of offenders

6. Thatimprisonment should be used

as a punishment only as a last resort,
and that every other means of
treatment should be considered
before such a sentence is passed

7. That there should be greater use of

Crime Report

Community Service Orders

whenever this is possible
8. That when economic conditions
make it possible, the Work Release
Scheme should be greatly increased
That Restitution should be
considered as a major means of
dealing with offenders, and in
ippropriate cases as a viable
alternative to imprisonment

That facilities in the older New South
Wales gaols should be improved to
reduce overcrowding and to
encourage a sense of dignity among

I(

inmates

11, That employment facilities in prisons
be rapidly upgraded and that greater
emphasis be placed on useful work
as a preparation for release into the
community

12, That a separate institution be
provided for young offenders
sentenced to terms of imprisonment

13. That drug-users be separated from
non-users to lessen contamination
and to facilitate drug-treatment
programmes

14. That every inmate in the prison
system should have single-cell
accommodation with proper
facilities consistent with his own
cleanliness and dignity

15, That provision should be made for a
medium-security prison for women
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That more attention should be given
10 up-grading old facilities and
lanning new facilities for prisoners
n protection

Ihat greater emphasis should be
dlaced in YACS, institutions on the
eed for moral accountability

18. That consistent and special attention
should be given to minority groups
in prison with an emphasis on
cultural and language problems

19. That remedial programmes for non-
English-speaking prisoners and non-

literate prisoners should be up
graded with incentives for
participation

2

T'hat whenever possible, prisoners
shold be classified to institutions
within visiting distance of their
significant others

"21. That custodial staff should be

encouraged to use gifts of
counselling where appropriate, and
to refer to others where not
appropriate

22. That the whole subject of Security
Units should be re-appraised and
planned accordingly

23, That the State Government be
requested to provide as a matter of
urgency the necessary subsidy to
make possible a chaplaincy cover of
one full-time chaplain to every 250
inmates in State prisons

24, That the Archbishop be requested to
acknowledge the part played by the
full-time chaplains in the Diocese by
finding appropriate means of nviting
them to Synod

25. That such chaplains should be linked
within the framework of their region
rural deanery and local area i such
4 way as to enable them to make
valid contributions to such areas

26. That clergy and parishioners should
be made aware of the special needs
of the families of inmates and should
seek to be supportive towards them

27, That mature Christians should be
encouraged to assist in the pastoral
ministry to offenders under the
auspices of the Chaplaincy Service or
of arecognized group working in
prisons

28. That parishioners should be
encouraged to consider ministry to
offenders, either in prison or in the
community, as a worthy calling and
in keeping with the expressed
concern of Jesus Christ
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Beware of the
Occult

Dean Shilton in his regular broadcast on
2UE said

“Foreseeing is believing” was the
heading of an article which appeared
during the week in the ‘Daily Telegraph’
about the biggest occultish gathering in
Svdney

It claimed that 25,000 people will visit
the four-day E.S.P. Fair at Centrepoint. We
are told that it proved a cosmic success in
Melbourne last month

An astrologer, psychic and Fair
organiser said, “An ESP Fair is the sort of
thing which really fascinates people

One doesn’t need to be psychic to
realise that there is an increasing interest
in our materialistic community in the
occult. Some may treat it as harmless fun

to play around with tarot cards and to
read the astrology charts and to talk to
the professional palmists, The fact
remains that it is very dangerous

I was disappointed to hear a palmist on
aradio programme which is well-known
for its high standard of interviewing and
Its serious assessment of vital issues
Listeners described the palms of their
hands over the air so that inane
interpretations could be given from the
studio

As people in this country depart from
their belief in God handed to them from
former generations they are trying to
replace it with something else to satisfy
the spiritual dimension of their being
Gullible people with problems who
readily reject God and His
commandments will get caught up in
nonsense. When faith in God declines
superstition increases

Dabbling in the occult is dangerous
because the spirit world is a real world
and the person who, against the teaching
of the Bible, involves himself in these
forbidden areas will eventually suffer the

consequences of such disobedience

When a person comes into living faith
in Jesus Christ and recognises Him as his
Saviour and Lord, he triumphs over the
devil and all his - 'orks. He has then no
desire to seek spiritual substitutes

Such a person will take notice of what
the Bible says: Leviticus 19:31 “Do not
turn to mediums or wizards; do not seek
them out, to be defiled by them; | am the
Lord your God

In the New Testament as a result of the
witness of the Apostle Paul it is recorded
In Acts 19.17-19 “And many that believed
came and confessed and shewed their
deeds. Many of them also which used
curious arts brought their books together
and burned them before all men

Anyone, however respectable he or she
might appear to be, and however much
he or she might be accepted in our
materialistic society, who is trying to act
as a go-between between God and man
would not only be acting superfluously
but also blasphemously and dangerously
God has revealed all we need to know
about this life and the next. Idle curiosity
or dabbling irresponsibility or evil
intention will ultimately lead to slavery
misery and destruction

Irue Christians know that ‘there is one
mediator between God and man, the
man, Jesus Christ. He said, “I am the Way
the Truth and the Life. No one comes to
the Father but by Me/

29. That parish clergy with District
Offices of the Probation and Parole
Service within their boundaries
should seek to co-operate with the
Service in the after-care of offenders,
and in seeking to meet the spiritual
needs of those offenders who are
subject to conditional-release
programmes

30

That students in training for the
ministry should be exposed as
adequately as possible to the
problem and needs of offenders as
part of their training for the parish
ministry

31. That every effort should be made to
enable parish clergy to be familiar
with the penal system, with current
problems, and with the opportunities
for keeping in touch with offenders
from their parishes
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Christians in
Beirut forced
to teach Islam

Teachers at a Christian school for the
blind in Beirut are being forced to allow
Moslem Fundamentalists into their
school to give lessons to their students
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Chinese official
speaks on
religion in
Hong Kong
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An English
Problem — The
rising cost of
the clergy

The Clergy are being priced out of the
market in many small parishes, according
to a pamphlet published today by the
radical Anglican group Parish and People

Now that it costs an estimated £10,000
a year — £200 a week
of one parish clergyman, the Church
Commissioners can no longer pay; and
as for the congregations, “the level of our
contributions wouldn’t keep a bingo club
going,’ claims the pamphlet, “The Big
Squeeze!

to meet the cost

Church people could pay fewer clergy
and do the job themselves, the pamphlet
suggests. “Now that labour is more
expensive, can we afford the luxury of the
visiting parson? If we all had to pay £10 a
visit, how many of us would be asking the
Vicar to call?

Meanwhile, it claims, the clergy rush
round proving how cost effective they
can be spending their time with
weddings and funerals that people pay
for, less ready to do work that brings no
(financial) reward” Would we be better
off with wandering monks, the pamphlet

ponders?

And it asks the parishes to do their own
surveys to see how many basic needs
could be met without clergy, and to
consider what the picture will look like in
A.D. 2000

interested

and whether anyone will be

Church Times

First visitor to
Minhsien,
China, finds
church alive
and well

Ever since mainland China’s Gansu
Tibetan border closed io missionaries in
1950, no foreigner has been allowed to
visit Minhsien, Gansu, site of a former
Christian and Missionary Alliance mission
station. According to a first-hand report
In arecentissue of Alliance Witness, Dr
Janet Fowler, a medical doctor in Hong
Kong, has become that first outsider

She reports that the large mission
property is now part of a local hospital
and that many people remember Rev
and Mrs, William N, Ruhl who worked
there in the 1930s and 1940s

A pastor among them told me that
there were more than 1,000 Christians in
the greater Minhsien area,” she says

‘Approximately 200 in the city itself
attend the government-approved Three
Self Protestant Church,” she added
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ANGLICAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

MISSIONARY GIFT IDEA
" We love to neceloe mems from Fome.''

These are words expressed many
time over by missionaries who are
serving the Lord Jesus in other parts
of the world. Why not send a gift
subscription of the Australian
Church Record to a Missionary of
your choice, or send a request to us
and we will select a missionary for
you to support. The cost is $18.00 a
year. Help a missionary to keep in
touch with home.

Appropriated
Buildings
Returned to
Churches

At least three Baptist churches in Cuba
again have the use of buildings which had
been appropriated for other purposes,
reports the European Baptist Press
Service. After 14 years the Urban Reform
authorities in Luyano have given back the
pastoral house nearby. In Cueto, a small
town in eastern Cuba, local authorities
recently returned to the church a large
building occupied since 1963 when
hurricane “Flora” left several families
homeless. The families were relocated
and the educational building is once
more in use by the congregation. Since
the nationalisation of private schools in
1961, the educational building and
pastoral house in the city of Bayamo has
been used as a grade school by the
community, Now, “greater economic
stability has permitted the Ministry of
Education to build other facilities
according to the official statement issued
when the building was returned to the
Baptist Church on 1 January 1984

Other Baptist groups apparently are
continuing to obtain building permits and
materials. The Second Baptist Church of
Santiago de Cuba has begun
reconstruction of its building and
This

ambitious project will include o

adjacent educational facilities
full

floor housing the central offices of the

Baptist Convention of Eastern Cuba

Keston College

US Bishops
oppose prayer
in schools

Presiding Bishop John Allin and fifteen
other bishops of the Episcopal Church in
the USA have rallied to oppose the US
Senate’s latest bid to restore prayer in
American State schools through a
constitutional amendment

In a letter sent to all the senators earlier
this month Bishop Allin declared that
“any intrusion by the State into the sacred
area of responsibility that must be
exercised by family and church is bound
to lead to resentment and a blurring of
the natural social functions)”

And the Bishop urged senators “to
uphold the Constitution in its present
form, and to oppose any amendment that
would introduce prayer or other religious
exercise in our nation's public schools

Fourteen other Episcopal bishops
added their signature to the letter, which
was based on an ECUSA resolution
passed by the Church’s Executive Council
in 1981, when an earlier attempt to
introduce school prayers was made by
the Senate

‘Naive’ effort

A fifteenth bishop, the Right Rev. John
Spong of Newark, New Jersey, has issued
an additional statement of his own,
claiming that the effort to “put prayer
back in school” was “inappropriate and
naive/

And, on March 13, Bishop John Walker
of Washington, with other Christian and
lewish leaders in the capital, was out on
the Capitol steps holding a vigil to back
up a call in which they stated: “We have
taught our children to pray, and we don't
want Government teaching them. Prayer
1s for parents to teach, and not the Board
of Education. Prayer is for the church and
synagogue to teach, and not the
Government”’

Church Times

MARANATHA

Seven Minutes to Twelve

As | look at my watch itis 7 minutes to 12

I wonder how close we are to the end
of the world. Is it 7 to 12, or 10 o'clock or
7 o'clock on God's time scale?

I really don’t know. In fact Jesus has
told us not to try and predict the time
when He will return again

But this | do know — Jesus will return
again as King and Judge of the world. He
will bring in the new Heavens and the
new earth

This | know, He wants all people to be
ready when He comes again. How can |
be ready? By living now with Jesus as our
King and Master. If His terms of peace
have beer received then we are ready

The main reason why Jesus has not
returned as King is because God the
Father is having mercy on all peopie. Each

day is another for people to turn to the
King and receive His offer of peace and
pardon

There is a children’s game which has
the cry “coming ready or not
return again — it will be the Day of
Judgement. Will you be ready? He wants
you to be because He has told us all how
to be ready for Him

Jesus will

In that same children’s game there is
usually a place designated as “bar a
safe place where you can’t be caught

Trusting Jesus now as our Saviour and
Master is the place of “bar
with Him now, He will deliver us from
judgement

If we are

God is very kind indeed — He says “be
prepared”! and then tells us how to
prepare

Peter Brain

importing and distribution of

piano imports into Australia
SECURITY OF LOANS Loans

Enterprises Inc
Management of the

of 1 year at the rate of 15%

minimum 12 month period

of the Association to extend

musical

, and backed by net assets
ssociation
experienced in Business Management. Independent opinions can be obtainec
from the Association's bank (Westpac) and Auditors (Atkinson Gibson)

LOAN CONDITIONS Minimum investment would be $1000 for a minimum term
per annum with interest paid six
Favourable consideration would be given to an unforseen circums
the part of the investor requiring the funds to be paid back ir

IS

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Interested person(s) are invited to invest in a non-profit Ckristian Association
with a 15% per annum rate of return
BACKGROUND Tasmanian Christian Enterprises was incorporated in 1969 as
a service organisation to other Christian outreach bodies
include the translation, printing and distribution of bibles
funds to enable under-priveleged children to attend Christian Youth Camps
and the training of Asian students for Overseas Missionary service
SOURCE OF FUNDS These are derived from a trading trust that involved the
franchises
include the Alex Steinbach range of piancs that now account for 15% of all

instruments. Exclusive

guaranteed by Tasmanian
in excess of $500,000.00

with people who are qualified ant

monthly

the

INFORMATION UPDATE As investors will be directly contributing to the ability

support ministry, information on the

Association’'s activities will be sent on a regular basis
Enquiries should be directed to
Tasmanian Christian Enterprises Inc.,
223-225 Charles Street,
Launceston, Tasmania, 7250
or by phoning the Accountant, Mr. Michael Overton, or Managing Director,
Mr. Peter Edwards,
TOLL FREE on 008 030 122

Quick Cuts

Sir Kenneth Clark

The great English Art critic and Historian
Sir Kenneth Clark has written in his
autobiography of the following curious
incident

“I had a religious experience. It took
place in the Church of San Lorenzo, but
did not seem to be connected with the
harmonious beauty of the architecture. |
can only say that for a few minutes my
whole being was irradiated by a kind of
heavenly joy, far more intense than
anything | had known before. This state
of mind lasted for several months, and,
wonderful though it was, it posed an
awkward problem in terms of action, My
life was far from blameless: | would have
to reform. My family would think | was
going mad, and perhaps after all, it was a
delusion, for | was in every way unworthy
of receiving such a flood of grace
Gradually the effect wore off, and | made
no effort to retain it | think | was right; |
was too deeply embedded in the world
to change course, But that | had ‘felt the
finger of God' | am quite sure, and,
although the memory of this experience
has faded, it still helps me to understand
the joys of the saints”’

There are several points of this
interesting story which cry out for
comment. Notice, for example, that it
leaves Clark sure that there is a God, even
though he is not himself personally in
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Notice
he gave for not seeking to continue the

touch with God 100, the reasons

experience, There are three

First, that the moral reform which
would be required is too great. At least
this is a frank recognition that God is holy
and requires from each person a life of
holiness and obedience. Clark counted
the cost and decided against going on
His decision was moral not intellectual. |
suspect that most intellectual objections
to the Gospel arise from people whose
quarrel with God 1s moral and spiritual

Second, that his family would think he
was mad. Once again, like many of us
Clark admits that the opinion of others
guided his negative response to God

Third, that his unworthiness to receive
such a flood of grace made it likely that
he was self-deluded. But this is the
saddest difficulty of all, because it shows
a complete ignorance of the Christian
God. No person is ever a Christian
because they deserve grace. The very
point of grace is that we do not deserve
God's favour, Grace means forgiveness
not achievement. That is why we speak of
amazing grace! What a pity that Sir
Kenneth did not at this point respond to
the grace of God in Jesus Christ our Lord

Peter Jensen
(We suggest that you might like to use this
article in your Parish Paper)
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“As Trees Walking”
Roger Hurding
Paternoster 1982

239 pp

Coping with long term illness is what this
excellent autobiography is all about

Or. Roger Hurding realised he had
diabetes when he was on a three day bird

watching camp as a teenager. That was in
1951. Over the next 20 years the diabetes 1
was controlled, he became a leading

layman in the Anglican church in |
England, and a doctor of some high
reputation. Then a side effect of diabetes
showed itself, and he realised he was
going blind

ang

R

This is a real book about a real man, He
entertains us with his whole family history
(why not?). In the early 70s he is the ‘
doctor in a university context and tells of
his struggles with abortion, and drugs. All
very interesting

He also recounts his struggle with the
healing claims of some christians, of his
first encounters with charismatic
christianity, of letters to and fro from
christians such as Michael Harper. All very
good reading,

circumstances of some of the addresses
stonehouse writes, “the sermons

presented may be regarded as more or

less representatiy

* of Machen's preaching
wer a period of two ur more decades
The title comes from the first sermor

and is only loosely descriptive of the rest
of the book. The main emphasis is an
explanation and defence of the ( yospel
Machen saw the main threat to the
Apostolic and Reformed Faith in the
non-doctrinal non-redemptive

optimistic religion of humanity which is

50 popular today.” His attack on these

modern substitutes” for the Gospe

still relevant today. Yet he didn't er age

In controversy for its own sake. He is

learly motivated by a deep love for God
a love for the Gospel of justification by
grace 1e through faith alone, and a
love for sinners

Be prepared for occasional digressions
and reactions to issues no longer
contemporary. But be prepared to be
challenged and stimulated. This is a book

to refresh and enc ourage all who

contend for the faith that was once

entrusted to the saints

Michael Robinson

China Consultation

R

His last two chapters where he sums up
his approach to facing iliness as a
christian show his maturity and the
advantage he has as a doctor in working
through these issues

S. MILLER

God Transcendent

J. Gresham Machen
Banner of Truth |

206pp.
Many authors today seem unsure about
the nature of the Gospel. It is therefore
refreshing to read an author who was
perfectly clear on the subject

G ranscendent” is a collection of ‘

*s delivered by

ns and addres
| Gresham Machen in the 1920'5-30's. The

1on desc es him as "one of the

lourful and controve

sial figure '

The introduction, written by the editor
N.B. Stonehouse, gives valuable

ind. Itintroduces the author

backgr

vho was a professor at Princeton and
Westminster Seminarie ind was in wide

demand as a s

writer and
broadcaster. It also gives background

|
information on the occasions and ‘
[

event with stror

encour

SCECGS
Walkathon
raises $13,000

To mark its centenary, Sydney Church of
England Co-educational Grammer School
(SCECGS), Redlands organised a
Walkathon of students

The Walkathon raised $13,000 which
will go to a number of Anglican Home
Mission Society Care Force projects
ncluding the supply of emergency food
relief for hungry children and their
tamilies, providing holidays in Christiar
camps for children and young people in
chtficult circumstances and helpi
tels for Indo-Chine

people now living in Australia without

upport he ryoung

their parent
spokesman said

HMS is very grateful to all pupils who

took part, and to the school chaplain, the
Rev. Donald Hood, who organised the
uppor

the Headmaster

and

ment
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wOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS ‘

Phones ]
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

CLASSIFIEDS ‘

MELBOUFINE
and Paimerst
om Evor

SOORPAROO
natsworth Road:

{E AUSTRALIA

! CHURCH RECORD, Ed

st Flo

r F r ot
Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney
2000. This is a National pape 1ssued
fortnight!
tion i
Printed

McCauley Street, Alexandria, NSW. 20

ial and By

n alternate Mondays. Subscrip
00 per year, posted

) Bell & C Pty. Ltd 13

woman was created for the man

forbid

nougt
Attt T )
male mini | deities. T f
W ( 15 the it
i Onl f one
YAHWEH hat tt
tgood er 1 T
hipped th
} i
i not a Christian opt §
World government
) and 1l
i ng
) fo 1 t t
eir t '
1clua j
) he | I Time ( i
he thy chamt A '
anati
he LORD comett
habitar
[ (
the )
it (€

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE

Rev. ). £ Warren w
tephen's Gl

1l beg f

Rev. C. ). Heath will resign as R

Rev. R M. McDonald from Perth, WA 1o
Rev. A, M. Martin from Singlet
Adelaide S.A
Rev. |. B, Simpson, kapooka N
Melbourne, \

Rev. R, D. Thompson from Brshane, QLD te

Puckapunyal, Vi
Rev, ). A, S, Nicholls from Brisbane dioce
Kapooka, NSW

Rev. D. M. Cockram from Perth, WA «
Holsworthy, NSW

ST PAUL'S CHAPEL

The chapel at the Centre in Da Costa Building,

LETTERS

Fcumenical service

Corruption leader

MAINLY ABOUT PE

PARISH OF WILLO

Peter and Raylene Smith

Alan Forsyth to be commissior

Martin and Vivienne Bleby ar
moving to Coober Pedy in M

commissioning on Friday evening 18th May
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Women For
The Family
Conference
Theme: “God

Created Male &
Female”

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA

Rev. Gary Priest

Rev. Phillip Alstin t

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE

The Ven. Graeme Lawrence has beg
D
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Rev, Dr. Christopher Pullin wa
fel v in St. Pet o

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Rev. N. Macken Asst Minister
Wentworthville has acce
Rector of Blackheath

Rev. R. ). Haynes Rector of kensington ha

accepted the position as Rector of Riverwood




