Australian Leaders Also Admit
"Interest Waning in Missions for
Full Time Service"

Condemnation
of High Court
decision
A call to the Attorney General of
NSW to ensure that persons under
the influence of drink or drugs could
not commit criminal or civil offencei,
with impunity was made by the
Standing Committee of the Diocese
of Sydney at its meeting on Monday
August 25.
The decision of the High Court
reported in the Sydney Morning
Herald on June 2, 1980 was noted
and the committee recorded its
support for the statement attributed
to Mr. Justice Gibbs that "the law
would afford quite inadequate
protection to the individual and
would rightly be held in contempt,::
persons completely under the
influence of drink or drugs could
commit crimes with impunity".

S.A.M.S.
Southern
States
Secretary

Bob Hiley discussing the problems of "career missionaries" with Arthur Collins (left) of the Evangelical Missionary
(Photo: Ramon Williams)
Alliance (N.S.W.) and Brian Gesling, Christian Literature Crusade's national director.
"The drop in the number of 'career
missionaries' in the U.S.A. and the
U.K. is a cause of concern;' said Mr.
Hiley, Research secretary of Christian
Literature Crusade now seconded to
Evangelical Missionary Alliance in the
United Kingdom, in Sydney recently.
The Unchanged Commission; the
Unreached People; the Unresponsive
Churches; the Unmistakeable
Urgency; the Unmet need; were the
issues. "We in missions must press
forward — in urgency! Too many
mission centres are staffed by only
one worker. That worker is, in many
cases, a lone woman — to our
shame!"
On the subject of 'closed doors'
examples quoted were of China,
previously closed but now open, and
Iran, formerly open and now closed!

"The mission field has now come to
us! In Britain, 300 Moslem Mosques
are now operating, while in the U.S.A.
many thousands are turning to
Islam!"
During the question time, Mr. Hiley
turned to the audience and asked
mission leaders about the interest
being shown in their work these
days. Most admitted that interest was
waning, especially for full time
service.

spiritual response of the individual,
there are still millions waiting to hear
the Good News, and Mr. Hiley has
provided much food for thought.

The South American Missioi
Society has announced the
appointment of the.Rev. Alex
Morrisby as Southern States
Secretary of S.A.M.S. Australasia.
Besides Parish experience, Rev.
Morrisby comes to the Society with
wide experience in administrative
and deputation ministry on behalf 01
various missionary bodies, including
C.M.S., Wycliffe Bible Translators and
more recently, the Bible Society. As a
member for many years he has •
shown interest in the work of the
Society. Alex and his wife, Frances,
will live in Melbourne where he is
take up his appointment on , t
October.

On Holiday — To Carry Bags for
Others

However, workers amongst
Kampuchean and Vietnamese
refugees in Sydney told of increasing
opportunities and the need for
literature in the various languages.
The need of missionary work is still
the same. Whether the problem is
that of communication or the
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A Moslem to the Moslems

CUSTOMS
DEPARTMENT
RULES

Open to
Gospel when
all crumbles

Sunday Schools
No Longer
Educational
Institutions

A directive from the Central Office
of the Customs Department, dated

May 1980, reclassifies Sunday Schools
and will result in a sharp increase in
importing charges for visual
materials. Consequently, some items
will cost considerably more.
The directive states: "Sunday
Schools are no longer to be
considered as a school or
educational institution:'
When questioned on this matter,
the Collector of Customs
representative, Mr. I. Puren explained
that this means material previously
imported under "item 22" will no
longer be granted such an exemption
from import duty.
Mr. Bill Dalrymple of Christian
Press, said that this means 35% duty
and a steep increase in price for any
visual materials not in book form.
Prices could rise as much as 50%!
"It's not so much the financial
situation; said Mr. Dalrymple, "but
rather the way in which Sunday
Schools are no longer regarded as
'educational institutions'. This is a
subtle encroachment and needs to
be guarded against'
Mr. Puren explained that if it can
be proven that similar materials
cannot be produced here, or are not
already available, then
reconsideration will be given, to any
written complaint.
The regulation does not apply to
supplies ordered before May 1980,
but will have quite an effect on
teaching materials for a type of work
not regarded as "important teaching"
and necessary for the growing young
of this Nation.
Ramon Williams

With everything else crumbling
around them, many young people in
Uganda's secondary schools have
responded to the Gospel and
committed their lives to Christ in
recent months.
Warren Nyamugasira gave this
news when he arrived in England
recently for further training at All
Nations Christian College. For the last
two and a half years, and amidst the
turmoil of war and confusion, Warren
has been a SU schools travelling
secretary in his own country. He
joined the Scripture Union staff after
completing his degree in economics
at Makerere University.
He reports that the great majority
of Uganda's secondary schools —170
of them — have SU groups and that
they have continued to meet and to
grow numerically and spiritually
during the troubles of the last 18
months. Some are led by Christian
teachers, others by students.
To visit them, Warren has travelled
on the backs of lorriekwhere
passengers are, as he says, "packed
like bananas". He often had to walk
the last four or five miles to a school
— with a pack on his back — and
often a box of Christian literature on
his head.
On arrival, he was able to speak
about Christ either to a voluntary
meeting or to the whole school and
to have time afterwards for personal
counselling for Christian
commitment.
As for Christian literature in
Uganda "everything available is
always sold out". The problem is
distribution and lack of transport. But
at the moment, circulations of SU
Bible reading notes in Uganda total
12,000 and there are also 24,000 Bible
readings cards produced in seven
vernacular languages.

Now a workshop

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the news
on Church affairs for 100 years, 1 880-1 980

an independent
provocative
evangelical voice
Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas
every two weeks.
Become a subscriber now through our special introductory offer: $6 for 1 2
months' issues (Normal Subscription $10). Theological Students $4.

CHURCH
RECORD
ADDRESS
POSTCODE
Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church Record. I enclose $6.00,
Subscription for 12 months' issues.
Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St Andrew's House, Sydney
Square, Sydney, NSW, 2000.
8 — AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, OCTOBER 20, 1980

e

Doug and Marie Lawrence were on hand at Mascot Airport, Sydney, to welcome
Doug and Daphne Gibb on their arrival.
Doug Gibb is in Australia, not only on holidays, but also to establish a
national administrative headquarters for Walk Thru the Bible ministries. He will
relieve the two Australian instructors, Garry Coleman and Doug Lawrence of
administrative work.
On his arrival he said, "I have come, simply to carry the bags of these two
men. In this way they will be free to conduct the increasing number of seminars,
without the hassles of office work:'

PRICE 30 CENTS
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This Khmer Evangelical Church in "Kampuchea Vietnam" street in Phnom Penh
is now a carpenter's workshop.
Prior to the fighting there were 5000 members. Only four ministers survived Pot
Pot, and of these three have since fled to Thailand. Prior to July, 1980, there were
five Christian communities meeting in Phnom Penh; since then, pressure from
the authorities has reduced this to one, and this meets in private homes. The
Church's four smaller buildings, snuggling between shops and houses were not
razed, but cannot be used. One is too near the Vietnamese compound for
security, the second is used by the Vietnamese army, a third is a warehouse, and
the fourth is used as a carpenter's workshop. The Church is now seeking official
recognition. At present it is ignored.

Rev. Fouad Accad discussing points in the Koran with Marist Samosir (left) from
Medan, North Sumatera, and Pelin Kabaran, a Turkish Cypriot. Both are students
at the Sydney Missionary and Bible College Croydon, where Mr. Accad has
presented a series of lectures on evangelizing moslems.
Photo: Ramon Williams
If Paul became a Jew to the Jews, and
a Gentile to the Gentiles, what does
it mean to become a Moslem to the
Moslems in order to win some? Dr
Accad a pastor in Lebanon and
convert from Roman Catholicism
asked in a recent interview with the
Church Record.
'The Western way of doing
missionary work among the Moslems
in some instances has been severely
shackled by an outdated and
basically insensitive approach to the
social context in which converts must
live:
'Why shouldn't a convert from
Islam still observe the month of
fasting before the Feast of Ramadan?
The NT. teaches about fasting which
few Western Christians observe. Why
should a convert not pray five times
a day like those about him? Is it really
wrong for a convert to pray in the
mosque? Early christians went into
the synagogue and the temple to
pray? In a hostile community should
we compel a convert to be baptised?
Is it really necessary, given the
attitudes of Moslems to the complete
alienation from the community that
baptism creates? Why not leave his
relation with his family and friends in
tact for his witness sake?
"These questions are not simply
theoretical. You have a vast shift in
the Islamic and Christian balances. In
the Arab world preferences are being
given to Christians over against
Moslems in the development
projects where skilled workers are
required. Christians remain neutral
on the issues on the divisive issues of
the Islamic Middle East. There are at
present three million Christians
working in Islamic countries on these
projects. That provides art
unprecedented opportunity.

There has also been a change in
the number of Moslems living in
Western Countries. In U.K. 1 million,
France 2 million, Germany 1 million,
and Australia 1/4 million. Unless the
Church here in Australia are
committed to a form of apartheid,
then there is the Great Commission
and a need for a sensitive approach
to Moslems on the basis of friendship
and neighbourliness. I get the feeling
that white Australians do not like
Moslems. Is it because many are
Lebonese, or because of a basic
antagonism Christianity in the past
has reinforced against Moslems?"
"The gulf in reaching a Moslem is
not as great as Western people have
been led to believe. Apart from a
converted life, a Christian lifestyle
and genuine friendship, there is the
clear teaching about the Bible in the
Koran. "The Koran confirms the
ScriptureS which came before it and
stands as a guardian over them .. We
sent forth Jesus, the son of Mary,
confirming the Torah already
revealed, and gave him the Gospel, in
which there is guidance and light,
corroborating that which was
revealed before it in the Torah, a
guide and an admonition to the
righteous". A1-Ma'ida — the Table
5:47-48. That is a better bridge than
Paul had in preaching to the pagans
in Athens. Will Australian Christians
seize the opportunity? he concluded.
Dr Accad was a guest lecturer at
the Sydney and Missionary Bible
College.
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EDITORIAL

Can you take yourself to see it?

Western Europe today is the sick
man of the Roman Catholic Church.
From Rome to Rotterdam catholicism
is suffering from an acute loss of
clergy, massive indifference among
the young and paralysis of
intellectual and social leadership.
Catholics wield little political power
through Europe's wobbly Christian
Democratic parties.

What does our missionary
giving really mean?

Comparatively speaking giving by Australian churches to mission societies
is liberal. There are Churches which set aside up to 25% of their income
for missionary societies. That is a generous identification with the outreach
of the Gospel in foreign places and one that Paul would commend as
fellowship in and for the furtherance of the Gospel. Philippian 1:
However it seems incongruous that we give money to send Christians
overseas to preach and teach different ethnic groups, while there are many
representatives of those very groups living cheek by jowl with us here in
Australia, and yet have we asked ourselves what is our gospel responsibility
to them in terms of friendship and sharing? If we ask what is our answer?
This is not a plea to give less to missionary outreach. The Record firmly
supports the policy of percentage giving to missionary societies. But it is
a plea to ask churches in Australia to consider what a 'missionary' church
really is in the 1980's.
There are those who say that most of the Protestant churches with their
forms of Church government are unsuited to work among ethnic
minorities. Churches such as the Baptists have'been sucessful in doing
some work. We must commend them for it, but what about the rest. For
the Anglicans there are very few suburbs where they are not represented.
Yet in the past thirty years r ,glicans have largely been happy to say that
churches are decling in some areas "because of the migrant population!'
Does that not constitute a missionary challenge that would be met
overseas with a strategy to reach them with the Gospel? Why does it mean
something different in Australia? Does it mean that we do not want
'foreigners' in our churches? If we wish to be a white Anglo-Saxon
Protestant, then we must reckon on the fact that there will be a decreasing
constituency to draw from, especially in certain parts of metropolitan
areas. Will that not make us the Church of England in Australia? Will it also
not make us a church with something of a credibility gap.
The coming of ethnic television means that Australians will be exposed
to cultural diversity and a greater awareness of 'Who is my neighbour?' If
we continue to bury our heads concerning responsibility for our 'nonAussie' neighbours, what does that say about our missionary giving? Would
there not be those Christians from Asia or European countries who would
feel that the credibility gap can be explained in ra: ist terms?
We ought to take heart from the fact that in many cases it is easier to
reach ethnic groups from their own countries, ex-patriate churches affirm
that. It means that we cannot either denominationally or congregationally
ignore the reality, and still say that we are "missionary minded".

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
May I venture a correction to my letter
which appeared in the last issue of the 'Church
Record'?
I did not write 'mindless bibliographers', but
'mindless bibliolators'. I was referring to those
fundamentalists who substitute the Bible,
(usually the Authorised Version) for God, and
worship it instead of Him.
Yours faithfully,
Caritas.
Dear Sir,
Caritas (6.1080) attacks the orthodox
Christian attitude to homosexuality on two
grounds; (a) that the Old Testament was
against homosexuality because of its
involvement in pagan worship and, (b) that
Paul's attitude was conditioned by his cultural
background. Thus, he writes, we are not being
scripturahwhen we object to homosexuality,
but we are conditioned by the social pressures
of our own culture.
Unfortunately these arguments are weak, to
say the least
If the Old Testament condemnation stems
only from the use of homosexuality in pagan
worship, why were so many elements of Old
Testament temple worship common to both
the worship of God and pagan worship. Why
wasn't the use of sacrifice forbidden — after all
it was a prominent feature of pagan worship?
And, of course, we can extend the idea that
a practice is condemned because of its
association with pagan worship. If
homosexuality is condemned because of its
association with pagan worship, is prostitution
in the same category? Prostitution was a
feature of the pagan worship of Old Testament
times, and the quote used by Caritas, from
Christ "Let him who is without sin cast the first
stone" was in reference to a prostitute. Is our
Lord condoning prostitution?
Caritas then claims Paul is conditioned by
his society to see homosexuality as a
perversion; Caritas implies that homosexuals
are born, not made, a claim that is not
supported by medical evidence. Yet Paul's
condemnation of homosexuality is clearest in
Romans 1, where it is clearly linked with the
worship of idols. Is Paul's condemnation of
idol worship also conditioned by his society?
And what society condemns homosexuality in
the Roman ancient world, where the Greeks,
the intellectuals of their day, considered it the
highest form of love?
Rather, it is Caritas who is being conditioned
by his society, where sexual practices are seen
as being the private concern of the individual
or individuals involved. So the connection
between sexual purity and holiness are not
regarded scripturally, but socially and
culturally. We excuse all manner of sexual
impurity, despite the Biblical condemnation of
these practices, legally our society is already

moving towards the legalisation of incest; by
the way, was Paul's condemnation of that
practice, in I Cor. 5, conditioned by social
pressures? Where do we stop with the
concept of "cultural conditioning".
The Bible clearly condemns the practice of
homosexuality, just as it condemns rape,
adultery, murder and idol worship, to mention
just a few others. To argue otherwise may be
an exercise in tolerance, and is definitely in
accordance with the modern trend, but it is
not in accordance with the plain meaning of
scripture.
The way our society is heading, morally, it
will soon put pressure on Christians to answer
yes to most of the facetious questions I asked
in the letter above. And, unfortunately many
churchmen will be ready and willing to swim
with the tide of social pressure.
"For the time will come when men will not
put up with sound doctrine. Instead to suit
their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what
their itching ears want to hear"
P Fyfe,
Uralla.
Sir,
I find myself in a great deal of sympathy with
the Rev. Maxwell N. Bonner, in which he
laments the eroding of standards among
Evangelicals.
May I focus on one area of special concern
to me. Until recent years Evangelicals have
always maintained a strong stand on the
matter of drinking alcoholic liquors. Now I find
that even among the conservative Evangelicals
there is an acceptance of the world's
standards, in that drinking of wine at social
functions or in Rectories is a now normal
custom (for some strange reason white wines
are often served, but not red). It is not unusual
for Christian laymen of evangelical persuasion
not only to drink socially but to maintain wellstocked supplies of wines, spirits and liqueurs
to entertain business clients.
I have found it very hard to attend social
functions in the presence of Bishops, and
clergy of several Protestant churches, and to
lack their support when I refuse to accept
when alcoholic liquor is served. It would be
fascinating to know how many clergy and
laymen of this ..tocese who previously
espoused total abstinence have now been
caught up in the socially-acceptable practice
of drinking of liquor.
There is a basic hypocrisy in the Church
decrying rising tides of alcoholism, road toll
due to drinking and other problems related to
alcohol when Evangelical clergy and laymen
are failing to give a positive lead in this
important matter. "If the trumpet give an
uncertain spund
Sincerely.
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Clerical Crisis in Catholic Europe —
centre in Rome ... but not the strength

The election of a self-confident
Pope from the authoritarian church
of Communist East Europe has only
intensified the feeling of frustration.
Many catholics in Western Europe
see the journey of the Pope to North
America as another sign that the
pontiff is unable to appreciate the
subtler problems that afflict the more
open churches of Europe's western
democracies.
The Pope's readiness to travel
anywhere but in Western Europe
suggests that he has already
concluded that the church's future
lies outside his own cultural cradle.

Starting Over
This is the other side of the getting-married-again coin. Although sensitive in
its own way it is almost a parody of Chapter Two.
Burt Reynolds is the recent divorcee who is set up by all and sundry with an
assortment of women who vary from the sublime to the ridiculous in their
portrayals of lonely ladies seeking a mate. Reynolds is not the sort of actor you'd
expect in this film but he's brilliant.
As a participant in the church divorced men's group, as a long suffering friend
of two shrinks who keep trying to pair him off. As a man who suffers real
withdrawal from life and reality — it's a masterly performance.
Jill Clayburgh is a tender, vulnerable woman of intense proportions—an
involving and emotional portrayal. Candice Bergen is Reynolds ex wife — a
songwriter of the worst kind — a difficult role, marvellously fulfilled -- you walk
out pitying her.
Loads of bad language, again the question, with the rest of the film so well
worth seeing—why spoil it?
G. Holt

MAINLY ABUT PE
GIPPSLAND
Churchill io have a new Minister-in-Charge
in January, 1981.

PLE

REV. CANON J. SMITH, Busselton has been
appointed Archdeacon of the Diocese of
Bunbury.

MR. BRIAN EDGAR has been appointed to
replace the Rev. David West, who leaves at the
end of the year. Mr. Edgar belongs to the
Uniting Church, and is at present completing
his Master of Theology degree.

REV. P. BRAIN will be commissioned Rector of
Maddington on the 25th November.

BATHURST

REV. P. HUME will be commissioned Rector of
Lockridge on the 16th October.

CANON CLYDE EVENDEN, made Archdeacon
of Broughton.
CANON TOM ARMSTEAD, made Archdeacon
of Long.
REV. ANDREW McCARTNEY, Canon of All
Saints' Cathedral.
REV. JOHN PHILIP LANE Snr. Rector of Kandos/
Rylstone retires, 30th November,
PERTH
REV. R. HODGE, Boyup Brook, has been
appointed Rural Dean of the Blackwood and a
Canon of St. Boniface Cathedral.
REV. D. MacDONALD has been appointed
Rector, Wongan Hills/Dalwallinu.

REV. R. BARRETT-LENNARD will be
commissioned Rector of Narembeen/Bruce
Rock on the 4th November.

REV. CANON G. HAYLES has resigned from the
Parish of Wembley as from 31st December to
take up an appointment with the Church
Missionary Society in the Northern Territory.
REV. L. MINABE, Japan has been appointed a
chaplain with the Flying Angel Club.
ROCKHAMPTON
REV. D. PASS] has been appointed Dean of the
Cathedral of All Souls' and St Bartholomew on
Thursday Island.
REV. N. WAGSTAFF, Barcaldine will be
commissioned Rector of Moranbah-Dysart on
October 5th.

REV. D. REYNOLDS has been appointed Rector,
Southern Cross.

REV. D. VANDERWOLF, Moranbah will be
commissioned Rector of Barcadline on
October 3rd.

Dear Sir,
While my parents were missionaries in India
I attended Lushington Boys School, a boarding
school in the Nilgiri Hills of South India. I am
anxious to contact others who attended any •
school in the Nilgiri's, with a view to forming

an association. I hope that all interested will
contact me at la Rosebank Crescent,
Hurstville 2220 NSW or by phone (02) 57 4844.

Dear Sir,
I wish to take issue with your Editorial
"When beer is bad brewery business" (A.C.R.
20 October).
You ask; Why has this approach (for the
Church to organise to ameliorate the suffering
caused by alcohol abuse) been abandoned at
a time when the problem is bad and getting
worse?
I submit that the approach has not been
abandoned, but rather that the emphasis has
been changed. Temperance Alliances
througout Australia, the temperance arm of
the churches, have adopted a Five Year Plan
whose goal is, that by 30 lune 1985, all
Australians will expect acceptable nonalcoholic drinks to be offered and consumed
wherever and whenever alcoholic liquor is
available.
A secondary aim will be to facilitate
response by liquor outlets, party hosts etc., to
public demand, by promoting and helping to
ensure the availability of acceptable nonintoxicating beverages in order to satisfy the
demand and to maintain it

Thanking you,
Ken Pullen.

One powerful symbol of
catholicism's decline in Western
Europe is the erosion there of the
Society of Jesus — the Jesuits.
Founded by Europeans four
centuries ago, the Jesuits dominated
the intellectual life of the Western
Church from the counterreformation through Vatican II.
Today, however, the majority of
Jesuits are recruited from India and
the Americas.
Italy — priest not only
profession
Except for Austria, European
countries are experiencing a severe
decline among parish priests. The

Woman
Protest
Stupid Says
Bishop
The Summer ordination at St.
Paul's Cathedral on Sunday of
last week was made the
occasion of a demonstration by
an organisation called The
Christian Parity Group. They
unfurled banners in the middle
of the service bearing the
words, "Ordain Women".
The demonstration was led
by a journalist, Miss Monica
Furlong. It was described by Dr.
Ellison, the Bishop of London,
as "stupid and discourteous".
He was reported to have said he
saw no reason against the
ordination of women, but that
militancy of that kind would do
the cause of women's
ordination much harm.
ENGLISH CHURCHMAN

Welsh
Deacons

We believe that the goal is achievable and is
worth achieving in its own right. This
programme can only succeed, however, if the
Denominational churches get right behind it,
both in financial support, and in providing
opportunities for Deputation speakers from
the Alliance.

CARDIFF
The first women in Britain to
be made deacons have been
ordained by two dioceses of
the Church in Wales.

Yours sincerely,
Tom G. Willis,
General Secretary

France — less ordained more
left
ft
of priestly
In France the number
ordination has dropped from 646 in
1965 to 118 last year. At the same
time the number of priests who quit
the ministry jumped from 230 in 1965
to more than 700 in each of the years
since 1971.
Worse yet, the loss of priests has
been accompanied by a decline in
Sunday mass attendance.
Not only among the historically-lax
Italian and French but among the
traditionally observant West
Germans as well. Throughout the
'70's the Church in the Federal
Republic of Germany has sustained
an annual loss of 60,000 to 70,000
members. Of those who continue to
register with the State as catholics
only about 38% are regular churchgoers.
In the Netherlands the Dutch
Statistics Bureau reports that the
number of catholii: children making
their first holy communion, the basic
right of passage for catholics,
dropped by 20% between 1963 and

1975. If this trend continues, Dutch
sociologists warn, one half of all
Dutch catholic children and their
parents will be effectively cut off
from the church by 1985.
The present Pope is not unaware
of Western Europe's malaise. The
Vatican is counting on the Pope's
enormous personal charisma to
attract Europeans into the
priesthood.
Opposed to Pope's garb orders
Many priests in Northern Europe,
however, are not impressed by the
Pope's charisma or by his almost
military approach to Europe's clerical
crisis. They resent his insistence that
the priests wear full clerica, garb
which many of them gave up long
ago and that they stay out of politics,
which is a passion among clerical
intellectuals and worker priests, and
that they do not petition the Vatican
for dispensations to leave the
priesthood and to marry.
Pope John Paul 11 has also inherited
the enmity of Europe's ultraconservative catholics led by
Archbishop LeFebvre who continues
to defy Rome by ordaining priests
and celebrating the outlawed
Tridentine Mass. The LeFebvre-ites
insist on the old Latin liturgy which
represents a desperate effort to
preserve something of the spiritual
majesty and cultural coherence of
Europe's catholic past. The fact that
the Pope has so far refrained from
excommunicating the potentially
schismatic LeFebvre suggests he still
hopes to reconcile Europe's
conservative and progressive
factions, each of which is critical of
the official Church.

Without much direction from
Rome European churches are
struggling to appeal to alienated
workers and intellectuals through
various milieu ministries.
In France the burden of such
efforts is shouldered by 900 worker
priests, nearly all of whom belong to
leftist trade unions. The movement
has its own bishop who works as an
insurance clerk, but most French
prelates do not encourage the
movement. Some regard it as too
Marxist, others says they have too
many empty parish posts to fill.
Sundays without priests
In a newer and more radical
experiment the French church is
encouraging "Sunday assemblies
without priests". Laymen and women
onduct mass-like liturgies with Bible
readings, hymns and Eucharistic
wafers previously consecrated lity a
priest. The response has been
considerable says lean Olivier, who
has helped direct several such
assemblies in the diocese of Autun,
but it is like a party at which the main
guest is missing.
The question hovering over all of
Western Europe is whether
atholicism can regain its vitality
without a full complement of priests.
Already many parts of Europe are
virtually mission territories where
foreign-born priests say mass in
churches that are centuries old. It
may take the faithful many more
years to realise what is happening.
The signs are clear. The centre of
catholicism may lie in Rome but it
can no longer draw on Western
Europe for strength.

NEWS BRIEFS - WOMEN'S ORDINATIONS]

As well as this, the N.S.W. Temperance
Alliance has established a Campaign Division
to promote Community Conscience, Action,
Rehabilitation and Education. No expense is
being spared in the preparation of an
educational Programme for the Schools.

The Church of England in Sydney has a great
tradition in Temperance work, through
stalwarts such as the late Canon Bertie Boyce
and Archdeacon R. B. S. Hammond. It is a
matter for regret that Synod takes the view
that financial support for the work of the
Alliance should only,come from individuals.
Fortunately, other Departments of the Church
do not share that view.

number of Italian priests ordained in
1966 was 918. Last year there were
only 384. A senior Vatican official has
recently said, "It used to be that the
Church offered opportunities to
Italian youth — education, a career,
prestige — that they could not find
elsewhere. Sadly that is no longer the
case. The education they can get in
public schools, the career, as often as
not, does not provide the sort of
advancement they are looking for,
the prestige is just not there any
more."

Elsewhere in Britain, women
are admitted only to the
separate order of deaconesses
and not the diaconate. Last
April, however, the governing
body of the Church in Wales
passed legislation which
opened the diaconate to

First in Kenya
The Anglican Church of
Kenya has ordained its first
black African woman priest. In a
special ceremony, 61-year-old
Lusia Okuthe was ordained to
the priesthood by Bishop Henry
Okullu. She has been a deacon
for the past four years.
According to Bishop Okullu,
Mrs. Okuthe also became the
first black African woman priest
in the Anglican Church south of
the Sahara.
Mrs. Okuthe was educated in
Nairobi and at the St. Phillips
Bible School in Maseno, Kenya.
She taught primary school and
later, for 21 years headed
Kenya's Siriba Teachers' Training
College.
Mrs. Okuthe has been posted
to the Kisumu district's Songoh
parish as an assistant pastor.

Two No Votes
General Synod delegates in
Brazil and Ireland have shut the
door on the ordination of
women priests in both countries.
Meeting in Porto Allegre, the
Episcopal Church of Brazil fell
short of the required two-thirds'
majority support in two of three
orders. Bishops supported the
move by a 5-1 vote; priests
favoured the proposal 7-5 and
laity were split 5-5. There were
two lay abstentions.

Council
of Churches
in N.S.W.

Irish Anglicans faced the
same question in Dublin and
produced similar results. The
two-thirds majority was short in
the house of clergy, with
bishops and priests voting
together. Laity supported the
move 136 to 41 while clergy
voted 92-57 in the affirmative.
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Mailbag 'Secrets' Europeans —
"Clergy not inundated" The Future
Mediating
each day sorting out a pile of mail.
British and Foreign Bible Society,
anxious not to overload already busy
Missionaries
Clergy are often thought to begin

Vins' Successor
— 5 Years
Four separate trials of Baptists
arrested in 1979 and January 1980
took place in Soviet Ukraine in
August According to information
received by the Friedensstimme
Mission in Germany, Nikolai Baturin,
who succeeded George Vins as
secretary of the Council of
Evangelical Christian Baptist
Churches, was sentenced to 5 years'
strict regime labour camp and
confiscation of private property at a
trial in Cherkassy, where he had been
arrested on 5 November 1979. (This is
the maximum camp sentence under
article 209 of the Ukrainian criminal
code "infringement of the health and
rights of citizens under the guise of
conducting religious rites").

In Lvov Pavel Rytikov, his son
Vladimir and Galina Velchinskaya
were all sentenced to 3 years' labour
camp for organising a summer camp
for the children of Baptist prisoners
and leaders living in hiding. Pavel
Rytikov, who has a 5 year camp
sentence behind him already, was
sentenced to strict regime
,mprisonment/
The four printing workers who
were arrested in a suburb of
Dnepropetrovsk on 19 January 1980
each received a sentence of three
years in ordinary regime camp.
Two pastors arrested in
Dnepropetrovsk on the same day,
Nikolai Kabysh and Konstantin
Smirnsky, were apparently charged

and tried separately from the
printers. Kabysh was sentenced to 3
years' strict regime labour camp,
while Smirnsky received a three-year
suspended sentence.
Friedensstimme has also received
reports of 12 more arrests since the
beginning of July, as well as
confirmation of the arrest of Pyotr
Rumachik on 5 August (see KNS Nos.
106 and 108).

Soviets Justify
ersecution"
As well as continuing its new
policy of releasing details of dissident
trials, Tass has also taken the
opportunity to justify Soviet
treatment of dissidents: it asserts that
in all the cases raised by the Christian
Committee those who were
sentenced to imprisonment were
guilty of criminal acts, while those
who were sent to psychiatric
hospitals had been suffering from
mental illness.
Viktor Kapitanchuk, a founder
member of the Christian Committee
for the Defence of Believers' Rights in
the USSR and the Committee's
secretary, was tried by a Moscow
court on 8-9 October. He pleaded
guilty to "!rift-Soviet agitation and
propaganda" and was given a five
year suspended sentence. The Soviet
news agency Tass reported on the
trial and announced that Viktor
Kapitanchuk had written a statement
for the press. Tass has not yet
released the text of it Film cameras
were present at the trial.

100 tjear ago -

Extracts from Church Record 1880

THEATRE-GOING

the other side of the question.

"is it right or is it wrong for a Christian man
to frequent the Theatre?" is, we believe, a
question which many of our young men will
ask themselves when they are feeling the want
of some amusement or relaxation, and so
many of their friends and acquaintances are
regular attendants there. Many have perhaps
heard the theatre spoken of from the pulpit as
a place to be shunned by those who wish to
lead godly lives; and they have probably heard
the same from the more serious and devout
among their friends, But they are staggered
when they hear contrary opinions put forth by
those who stand in the place of teachers, and
those whom they ought to look up to for
guidance. It is to such as these we desire to
offer a few words of advice in this article; to
these who wish to do the right thing, but who
must first be assured what the right thing is.
We do not expect by what we write to make
any impression upon those who "love the
world" and its pleasures, and can find no
happiness in the things which relate to a
better. Where the heart is enlisted on the side
of anything, arguments are of small avail.
Reason is a poor match for passion, and
generally gets the worst of it As Hudibras
says —
Convince a man against his will,
He is of the same opinion still.
When rtileasure is the object aimed and
pursued, there is very little hope of inducing
those who worship the idol to see anything
wrong in what they do. We therefore refrain
from the hopeless task,
But we wish to help those who want to do
right And we tell them candidly that the
theatre is a place which has great attractions.
They may there see clever impersonations of
character; wonderful delineations of human
nature; masterly exposure of hutnan iniquity,
and the triumphs of innocence and virtue over
chicanery, and the plots of villany. There is
something very thrilling and exciting in tracing
the working out of a plot through all the
incidents and scenes which are depicted,
while the sympathy and delight of an
impassioned body of spectators lends to the
whole an almost irresistible charm. And those
who yield to the attraction are so captivated
by it that they come to regard the theatre as an
indispensable adjunct to their lives, and a city
or a town without a theatre stands in their
estimation far in the background of
But having said so much as to the attractions
which the theatre holds out, let us now look at

We remember very vividly our first visit to a
London theatre. It was not our own choice to
go so much as the wish of a friend, who
thought that under his protection and care
there would be less danger of moral injury
than if at some other time we were induced to
go alone. We insist that the approach and
surroundings of that theatre were simply
abominable. And as we retired after the
performance it was with no small difficulty
that we escaped from the grasp of the
wretched creatures who lived upon the ways
of iniquity. This stamped the character of the
place in our estimation. And it was the same at
every other theatre. The vilest creatures
watched like harpers for the prey which, in too
many instances, they secured where they
expected to find it What we felt then was, and
what we feel in looking back is, that it is a
mockery to pray — "Lead us not into
temptation", and then to go and throw
ourselves directly into its stronghold. And
however attractive the theatre may be within,
it is full of danger without
But what is it within? What is its tone, its
spirit, its tendency? Is it the friend of religion,
the purifier of morals, the strengthener of
virtue? Sometimes we are told of the noLIe
sentiments and principles which it illustrates
and encourages. But let it not be forgotten
how much oftener it does the very reterse. We
do not deny that in some of the higher dramas
noble sentiments are found, and noble
principles upheld. But are they not mixed up
with much which tends to destroy their effect?
And are we not bound to take into our
account, in forming our judgment of the stage,
what is its predominating spirit and ruling
tendency?
Now, of this, we do not hesitate to affirm
that it is evil. It is largely antagonistic to vital
religion. It mocks at serious piety. It handles
sacred truths irreverently. Nor are its morals
pure or consistent with the standard of God's
Word. On the contrary they arc often very
impure and corrupting. On the placards in this
city are often read announcements of plays
which are of the most demoralising character,
and most corrupting. Is not crime often
represented in all its details for mere
amusement? What kind of morality is taught
by "lack Shepherd", "The Rake's Progress", "La
Traviata", "Lucrezia Borgia", and others which
might be named, and which are very popular?
Very loose indeed; and no wonder that men
are found practising the lessons which are
taught in such schools.
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ministers, decided to ask them about
their mailbags.

One hundred and forty-three
ministers from all denominations,
and from all over England and Wales,
agreed to monitor their mail for a
month and note what they did with
it Sixty-two were Anglican and 81
non-Anglicans.
Bible Society has now analysed
their answers and reported back to
their helpers. Surprisingly, it turns out
that most ministers are not deluged
with mail. An Anglican gets an
•average of three items a day, a nonAnglican receives about five items
every two days.
The survey also came up with
sometother surprises. It seems that
Anglicans read rather less of the
contents of their mail than nonAnglicans. On the other hand nonAnglican ministers, although they
read more, were less frank in
revealing what action they took with
some of their mail!
The largest mailbag received in the
month (November) was 330 items
(by an Anglican) and the smallest, 14
(by a non-Anglican).
Items least read would seem to be
publicity materials. About half go
straight into the waste paper basket
after the merest scanning. Brochures
get a little more attention. So do
c arity appeals, if not always by the
mi. star himself, by being passed on
to the treasurer, or some other
church worker.
English Churchman

'The story of Lucrezia Borgia;' said one
writer in the London Times some years ago, is
"incest and murder; that of Don Giovanni
unbridled debauchery while in the Rigoletto
the public are almost made to witness the
sequel to a rape; and through nearly an entire
act they have revealed to them the lewd
dalliance of an infamous woman!"
All this for amusement, remember!
Of another opera which has often been
performed before crowded audiences, the
Times itself wrote thus:—"The libretto
contains a tale which never should have been
exhibited on any stage, nor in the presence of
decent womanhood, If 'lack Shepherd', at the
Adelphi, made thieves, what are the
suggestions to be derived from the
representation of 'La Traviata', at her Majesty's
Theatre in the Haymarket? Deep and
unmitigated censure should be the portion of
the audience who could sit out such a
spectacle. We warn the ladies of England to
take heed in this matter Their own interest are
most deeply involved in the decision of the
questions whether their husbands and sons
shall be inoculated with the worst types of
Parisian vice. If the practice be sanctioned by
their approval, there can be little doubt that
the lesson taught in one place may be
practised in another'
Let our young men who are tempted to seek
hese amusements at the theatre, pause before
they betake themselves to a school where
such lessons are taught

"Europeans can be expected to
play a significant role in world
evangelisation during the 1980s;' said
Waldron Scott, General Secretary of
the World Evangelical Fellowship.
Scott's observation came in a speech
to member's of the Council of the
European Evangelical Alliance
meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland
September 29th.
"The European contribution will
stem in part from their natural
mediating position. Tensions are
increasing between the more
powerful and affluent evangelical
agencies of North America and the
dependent, poverty-prone churches
of the Third World. European
evangelicals, working as minorities in
their own contexts and operating on
a modest scale, tend to be more
sensitive to the feelings and
perceptions of Third World
Christians;' Scott said. Consequently,
he thinks, they are well positioned to
build bridges of understanding
between North American agencies
and Third World churches,
Among the topics being discussed
at the European Evangelical Alliance
meeting is the relationship between
evangelical Christians and Roman
Catholics. Recently the Italian
Evangelical Alliance withdrew its
membership in the World Evangelical
Fellowship (WEF) because of its
dissatisfaction with certain actions
taken by WEF in this connection.
Scott believes the Italian withdrawal
stems largely from some
misunderstandings. He believes the
problem will be resolved during the
Lausanne discussions and that the
Italian Evangelical Alliance will soon
resume its active role in WEE.

Church Commissioners earn £53.3 m
but members will have to pay more
Church Commissioners adopted
their Report and Accounts for the 9month period to December 31 1979
(their accounting period will in
future correspond with the calendar
year). Total income from all sources
for that period amounted to £53.3
million (against £56.8 million for the
12 month period to March 31 1979).
56% of total income was spent on
clergy pay, 16% on clergy and
widows' pensions and 12% on clergy
housing, a total for these main
purposes of £44.4 million or 84% of
total income.
In view of the current uncertainties
in the national economy the
Commissioners have had to warn
that the rate of increase in their
income in the future may well slow
down. Inevitably this will mean that
church members, who are already
meeting about 30% of the total pay
bill of the serving ministry, will have
to dig deeper into their pockets.
CLERGY STIPENDS
The national minimum stipend of
£4,000 per annum which came into
effect on April 1 1980 represented an
increase of 21% over the 1979
national minimum of £3,300 per
annum. With inflation at 20% on April
1 1980 stipends have thus done little
more than mark time in terms of real
purchasing power.
PENSIONS £8.3 m
The cost of pensions to retired
clergymen and their widows — for
which the Commissioners find the
money — absorbed £8.3 million. As
the number of pensioners and the
amount of their pensions go on
increasing a larger proportion of the
Commissioners' income than the
present 16% will in future be required
to finance this commitment leaving
less income available for clergy
stipends.

Independent Order of

ST. LUKE'S
HOSPITAL
18 ROSLYN STREET,
POTTS POINT, SYDNEY
Telephone 358 3355
St. Luke's is a Church of England
general hospital open to all creeds. As
it is a non-profit organisation, the Board
appeals for your help to raise funds for
this work. STAGE 1 development
brought St. Luke's up to a hospital with
140 beds, including 16 private suites, 3
new operating theatres, theatre sterile
supply unit, intensive care unit and
essential equipment; further upgrading
planned of existing equipment/services. Tax deductible, gift duty-exempt
donations of 52.00 or more, payable to
"St. Luke's Development Fund" are
acknowledged by official receipt.
CAW head* 00?rev T. J. BLAND

REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable

SMITH OWENS SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE, THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

to Otave0
We know the Four Corners of the Earth

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD
(SPONSORED BY EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY ALLIANCE)

Accredited Agents for All —
Airlines, Shipping Companies and Coach Tours
MR W. R. (RON) BAILEY
13th FLOOR, 39 YORK ST, SYDNEY, 2000.
TELEPHONE (02) 29 4136

RECHAI3ITES
N.S.W. District No. 85

are a
Friendly Society
or a

Mutual Society
providing benefits for all members who
control its running and have done so
for about 100 years..
Rechabites are different.
The Society is for those who live and
enjoy the better life

FREE FROM ALCOHOL
and covenant accordingly.
The Society was formed on a
scriptural base found in Jeremiah.
Rechabites provide:
• Life Assurance
• Funeral Benefits
• Sick Pay Benefits
• Dispensary Benefits
• Health Insurance
Members also qualify
other special
benefits in time of need.
For further information contact the

DISTRICT SECRETARY
4th FLOOR
149 CASTLEREAGH ST.
SYDNEY 2000
Telephone:
264 6406

CHURCHES SOLD £10 m
In the section of the Report
dealing with pastoral changes it
is stressed that reorganisation is
not concerned only with
closure of churches and
reduction of pastoral services.
In the past 10 years over £10
million has been generated
from disposal of buildings no
longer required and this is
available to dioceses to meet
the capital needs of the living
Church. Success in finding new
uses for redundant churches
has continued and since the
coming into operation of the
Pastoral Measure on April 1 1969
schemes to settle the future of
redundant churches have
ensured that no less than 71%
would be put to alternative uses
or be preserved by other
means

listen to F.E.B.C.
then come back
Says Hindu Judge:

"A Brahmin judge in India had two
disputing church members before
him in court He rebuked them and
adjourned the case for two weeks
telling them to go away and listen to
FEBA programmes (the British arm of
the Far East Broadcasting Company
International). By listening to these
programmes, the judge said, they
would learn from the New Testament
that Christians should not bring their
disputes before an earthly judge. The
result was that blessing came into
that church and the case was
withdrawn from court'

Inerraucy
dispute
devil's wedge
GLORIETA. The biblical
inerrancy dispute among
Southern Baptists was
characterised at the Bold
Mission Leadership Conference
in Glorieta, New Mexico, as an
effort by the devil to split the
13.3 million-member
denomination.
Executive Director James H.
Smith of the Brotherhood
Commission, told 1700
Southern Baptists the devil was
stirring up the biblical inerrancy
flap to thwart Bold Mission
Thrust, a plan by the 35,606
church denomination to make
the gospel available to every
person in the world by the year
2000.
"The most important tool the
devil has in his bag is a wedge;'
Smith said in his keynote
address, "He uses it to split
families, churches and
denominations
Smith explained Satan was
distressed because Southern
Baptists accepted the challenge
to try to evangelise the world in
a single generation.

The long awaited 4 Cyl. COMMODORE has just been released.
Available in both sedan and station waggon. You can now have
4 Cyl. economy without having to sacrifice room and comfort.
This could be just what you have been waiting for.

dal

Please contact me about this or any other vehicle in the G.M.H.
range. I can assure you of my best attention and competitive
prices. Clergy, of course, will be allowed Fleet Owner Discount.
I am an active member of St. Paul's .Ghurch, Castle Hill and
would appreciate the opportunity of meeting you.
Harry Dibley: Bus. 635 4022; Priv. 634 1694

HILLSDONS PTY LTD
87 Church Street, Parramatta
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The Church as Community II

Ever since I first read "L'Abri", the
story of the teaching and evangelistic
community which Francis and Edith
Schaeffer formed in the Swiss Alps, I
have been interested in the books
and more recently, the films
produced by this remarkable family.
In August, in connection with the
film series "Whatever Happened to
the Human Race?", Dr. Schaeffer's
son-in-law, Udo Middleman,
conducted seminars in Sydney, and
at one I attended he spoke on "L'Abri
and the Concept of Community".
"L'Abri',' he said, "is more a
phenomenon than a programme'
There are at present eight
households as its core, each open to
those who live in as guests for weeks
or months, studying the Christian
faith as it is lived and taught.
The essential concept of L'Abri is
that Christianity is true, and it is
because of its truth that we believe it
It is rational, appealing to the
searching mind as well as the longing
heart The Christian workers at L'Abri,
put themselves on display as it were,
as a demonstration of truth in action,
as they welcome seeking unbelievers
as well as Christians into their midst.
The Schaeffers are of the Reformed
Presbyterian tradition.
There are other rather different
forms of Christian community all
over the world. One book which
surveys and discusses those mainly
of a charismatic nature is "Coming
Together" by Dave Jackson (Bethany
Fellowship); an American book, it
includes a listing of communities in
many countries, including Australia.
Two Anglican ones it mentions are
The Buttery, Bangalow, and the
Malabar Parish Community, Sydney.
REDEEMER BAPTIST CHURCH
Recently, with a friend, I spent a
morning with Noel Cannon and Max
Shaw, two of the elders of Redeemer
Baptist Church, Castle Hill, Sydney,
seeing over their church's village-like
cluster of homes, including its
specially-designed building,
"Koinonia", a dual-occupancy home
with a large and expandable livihgroom area which serves as the
church's meeting place.

RLD

Many were regularly drunk or on
drugs.

Some within the church were
convinced that God was calling them
to reach out to these kids at any cost;
that cost included the willingness to
open their homes to them. God gave
them the vision of a church
integrated with their homes, and they
were able to buy land behind the
Cannons' house as it became
available. Now with the purchase of
existing houses and the building of
others, some twenty families live in
the immediate "village" vicinity,
while others no less part of the
church live further afield
EXTENDED HOUSEHOLDS
The homes in the community still
include extra members. In one large
older home lives an extended
household of eleven; another
includes a child whose foster parents
were unable to cope with her in
adolescence. A new, speciallydesigned cottage is home for the
hemiplegic mother of a five-year-old
girl, whose husband had left her after
she was crippled. She now has the
secure home, the friendship and the
nursing support she so much needs.
Redeemer Baptist Church is now
independent of the local church
from which it sprang and of the
Baptist Union; its structures are too
unorthodox for that body, but it is in
good standing with most Baptists and
with many others who, like us, visit it
with great interest. David Watson of
York, whose own church shares its
life in community, stayed there
during his recent Sydney visit.
ANGLICAN INFLUENCE
Noel and Max told us that an
Anglican document was influential in
their thinking at the time the church
was being established — the Sydney
Synod report "Looking into the Parish
"' — ideas which flowed from the
National Evangelical Anglican
Congress held in Melbourne in 1971.
I was impressed by the whole as a
vital, growing, exciting work of God,
with wise and balanced leadership.
We have much to learn from it.

,4111••••••111•1

When the Cannon family first
settled there in the early sixties,
Castle Hill still had wide open spaces.
Noel was a science teacher at The
King's School, a keen Baptist layman,
a deacon of his local church. Max
came later to the church from a
background of youth leadership in
Brisbane. In the early seventies, large
groups of needy, alienated young
people started to use the Castle Hill
Baptist Church, or its grounds, as a
meeting place, coming from miles
around on bikes and in old cars.

IMPACT BOOKSHOP
For largest selection of Theologlcai
Books, together with General
Literature and Cassette Lectures.
Church Bookstalls and House Party
Accounts Arranged.

Contact Charles Mann
(Manager)
Telephone (02151 2225
Look for the NEW Shop-front
near Queen Street
MOORE COLLEGE
18 King Street
Newtown 2042

Life isgeat
tand up
for life ...
Unborn babies are precious! We
want to say that. Together! Join us
in a happy, positive salute to fife.
Hear international authors and
lecturers, Dr and Mrs Willke.
Help us to launch a great public
awareness campaign for the 80s.

PRO-LIFE RALLY
SUNDAY 23 NOV.
2.30 pm The Domain
Assemble al Martin Place, 2.00 pm. for the •Pro-Lite March.

Right to Life Association (NSW)
32 York Street, Sydney 2000 Telephone 29-8350
an 643
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MANAGERS

WANTED

Required for Life Line Mission Recycling Network

COMMITTED CHRISTIANS WHO ARE TRAINED TEACHERS
POSSIBLY WITH THEOLOGICAL TRAINING WHO FEEL
LED TO TEACH SCRIPTURE FULLTIME
IN

Life Line Mission raises money by the recycling of clothes, furniture and other
household goods, for the Sydney Life Line Emergency Telephone Counselling
Service and other benevolent activities of the Wesley Centrol Mission, Sydney.
It consists of three warehouses/shops and five other shops. It is also entering the
field of clothing exports and the sale of clothing in bulk. Total staff at present: 70.
It is one of Australia's largest recycling organisations in its field.
The positions set out below demand that the applicants be dedicated Christians.
This dedication will be evidenced by an active involvement in the Christian Church.

HIGH SCHOOLS

Salaries by negotiation.

TELEPHONE ROD BERKLEY (02) 528 9352

Applications in writing to Dr. Keith D. Suter, Wesley Central Mission, 210 Pitt
Street, Sydney.

THE BURSARY FUND .
MANAGER
sends five potential Third World Christian leaders to the UK for theological study.
Titilayo Eatoyinbo, a Nigerian Minister, is studying Hebrew and the Old Testament at
Trinity College, Bristol. Other students have come from Uganda, Singapore, India and
Pakistan.
It costs over $10,000 a year to support a married research student and his family.
WILL YOU HELP TO SUPPORT THIS STRATEGIC WORK?
Four more good reasons to support the Langham Trust are ...

A Manager is required for the general oversight of the entire Life Line Mission
Opportunity Shops and Factory/Warehouse. The person will be based at
Burwood.
Among the qualities required for this challenging position are: promotional and
administrative skills, an ability to provide direction and to expand the retail outlet.
Background experience in retail management, particularly Jothing and furniture,
is essential. Additionally, the person must be able to handle staff and maintain the
high staff morale.

THE STOTT FUND helping to support John Stott's worldwide ministry
THE SPEED TO NEED FUND making grants to needy Christian Medical projects
anywhere in the world
THE ALL SOULS SUPPORT FUND financing the salaries of the administrative staff
and outreach programmes of All Souls Church (London)
THE GENERAL FUND making grants to Christian organisations for literature and
equipment
SEND YOUR GIFT (DESIGNATED IF YOU LIKE) OR WHILE FOIE DETAILS IO

The Langham Trust (Australia)
c/- Mr & Mrs G. A. Toulmin
100 The Crescent, Cheltenham
New South Wales 2119
Telephone enquiries: (047) 51 3636
Please wake thew. , 1,104`10 to

CLASSIFIEDS

SCHOOL BELROSE
Invites applications from committed
Christian teachers for the following positions in 1981:

THE LANGHAM TRUST

SUMMER IN THE SNOWY

Classified advertisements may by
to 164 8349 up to noon 14 days t
Charge is lac per word with a Minimunighdroo of 83.40

Interstate Services

SOUTHERN CROSS SKI CHALET
SMIGGIN HOLES
Billy catered, very reasonable rotes

PERTH. Si Alban s, 42,1 Beaufort Street Service 9.30 a m
Rector Rev Ken McIntyre. All welcome

Vacancies still available for:

COORPAROO. Sr.Stephens, Brisbane. Cry Cavendish and
Chatsworth Roads Visitors welcome 7 30am and gam Holy
Communion. Tpm Sunday at Seven. Rector. Rev Ken Baker

13-20 December, 1980
27 December, 1980 — 3 January, Mt
PHONE NOW 20642

ACCOMMODATION needed Mid-December young Christian
an Ryde area private board or share flat Telephone

KATOOMBA COTTAGE comfortable accommodation All
amenities suit couple at moderate rental for shod term
occupancy. References. Please phone 84 6199 evenings.
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION for females only is offered by
C.E.N.E.F. University Hall. 29 Arundel Street, Forest Lodge
2037. Close to City. Casual guests 57.50, Students 55.50 —
a light breakfast included. Cooking facilities available.
Facilities for families are Sealable on application. Phone (021
660 4881 — Matron Hill.
ASTRAEA — AUSTINMER south coast N.S.W For your next
Houseperty come to Asthma, only 85 km Porn Sydney First
class meals and accommodation. All amenities Write or
Phone (042) 67120t.
SELF CONTAINED MODERN HOLIDAY FLAT, all facilities,
part of church complex. 150 yards horn beach. temporarily
available until January 1981. Suit only 2/3 persons. church
references required. Rev. John Lance, 1 Trafalgar St
Brighton le Sands (02) 594102.
ST BARNABAS HOSTEL HOLIDAY HOUSES available
between 6.11.80 and 10,2.81, close city. For details contact
Warden. 76 Glebe Point Road, Gees 2037, phone (02)
660 6762
KATOOMBA COTTAGE, comfortable accormydation all
amenities suit couple al moderate rental tor short term
occupancy References Please phone 84 8199 evenings.
ACCOMMODATION NEEDED. mid-December. Young
Chriatlan man, Ryde area private board or share flat.
Telephone: 807 6185

Wanted to Buy
NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION (Hebrews to Revelation)
by Guthrie. Telephone 5289352

Miscellaneous
SUPERVISOR A.H. ORR LODGE. BETHEL NURSING HOME,
ASHFIELD.
We era looking for a Supervisor for our 26 bed Hotta'. This
is a live-in position (5 or 7 nights) and the applicant would
need to be available to supervise for 2 days per week. WageS
and conditions are negotiable
This position offers en opportunity Or a meaningfu. Christian
ministry and would suit a healthy lady Al mature years.
Please write of ring Alan D Orr. 19 Haien Street. Ashfield
1131 (7978818)

FREE AD
This servoce to rya., u n hurrrr t, lreo .verhsing A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can place a free advertisement
of up to three lines.
II the advertisement Is successful, the advertiser rs asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the sale
price, up to a maximum of SIO per advertisement
The service W known as FREE AD and rune on an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible ter lonysrding to
The Church Record office whit is owing.

Ext. 328

Or Write to:
Anglican Youth Dept.
St. Andrew's House

e07 8185

Among the qualities required for this key position are: proven general
administrative skills, an ability to direct staff, some knowledge of general financial
management, and experience in production line management and systems,
materials handling, and stock control.

COVENANT CHRISTIAN

Family Holidays in the
SNOWY MOUNTAINS
staying at

Accommodation

,DEPUTY MANAGER — ADMINISTRATION
This newly created position is to provide a smooth and secure flow-through of
materials at the Burwood Factory/Warehouse to the shops and other outlets. The
person will provide support for the Manager and will have administrative
responsibility for the entire staff at Life Line Mission Factory/Warehouse and
Opportunity Shops, including personnel management.

Lower Primary Teacher
(composite class)

High School Teachers
(Part-time)
Mathematics, Technics, Music, Art,
Home Economics
Our 1981 enrolment will cover only K-Year
8 with progression to year 10 by 1983.
Please include in your application curriculum vitae, teaching experience and clergy
ref.
Please reply in writing to:
The Secretary,
Covenant Christian School Assoc. Ltd..
Post Office Box 39,
French's Forest, N.S.W. 2086.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE PARENT
CONTROLLED CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL
SYDNEY
TEACHER WANTED
The school seeks for 1981 o teacher of
Reformed Persuasion willing to teach 0
range of subjects in a small 1st Form Hot'
School class in our first extension from
Primary School.
Please include in this application
* Personal details
Training
Teaching experience
*Church afilicrtion
Applications to be sent to:
Dr. N. Weeks,
77 Woronoro Crescent
Como 2226
Phone (02) 528 7830

Solnet Squary 2000

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE
The Church of England Homes
Position 1 —Residential Child Care
Kingsdene Special School, Hostel
Supervisor
This position calls for a mature Christian person
experienced in all aspects of the residential care
of intellectually handicapped children and who
has had some nursing esorience.
The applicant will have the ability to successfully
manage this Hostel and to encourage a spirit of
co-operation in members of the hostel staff as
part of the broader child care activities of The
Church of England Homes under the Director of
Welfare.
The Hostel Superrisor will maintain close liaison
with the School Principal and other professional
staff associated with the work.
The Hostel is a modem establishment with 24
children in residence on school days only during
school term.
Good accommodation provided.
Salary subject to negotiation
Applications in writing stating church affiliation
and involvement and with copies of references
and/or names of referees.

Position 2 — Rosebank -Waratah Home
for Elderly Ladies, Drummoyne —
Deputy Matron
This is not a nursing job, hut requires some nursn
training/experience and calls fora aright metun'
Christian person with understanding of iii
elderly and adaptability in helping to run a hostel
for 49 ladles who are all ambulant.
The hostel has a warm, friendly atmosphere and
enjoys support in the local community. The
suitable applicant will have the ability to take
charge of the hostel in approximately 12 months
time. Accommodation provided. Deputy required
to be on duty each weekend, taking 2 mid week
days off duty. Salary range 81103010 $12,860
Apply in Wilting with copies of rcfcr66.,- 65 end
names of ret,rees to,

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
The Church of England Homes.
P.O. Box 427,
Parramatta 2150

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS
Phones.

80 0396
82 2411

Metropolitan (All Branches)

— AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, NOVEMBER 3, 1980

Eatoomba

Infants and/or Primary teacher
for pre-school
experienced Christian teacher required
for established northern suburbs anglican pre-school
as teaching director
(with view to possible upgrading to infants/primary)
caring, Innovative, capable program planner needed
music desirable
Details of age, experience, 'phone number and other
relevant information should be provided.
best conditions
apply in the first instance in writing to
The Anglican Pre-School Controller,
Box K271, P.O.,
Haymarket. 2000.
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

K. J. Little
19 Barden Street.
Arncliffe 2205
Phone 599 7348

LICENCE

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
RANELAGH HOUSE, Robertson
Phone: (048)

85 1253

Baronial Menai°, heart of Southern Highlands.
Therm, area. Excellent accommodation and food al
reasonable tariff. Groups and conferences at
reduced rates. Special dlels Prepared Pete
welcome

NO. R 54495

Peterson & Whitehouse

DREWS REMOVALS

PAINTING AND PAPERING
SERVICE

Local, Country N Interstate

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

Interior and

Exterior

ALL SUBURBS
Phone 78 8943 or 528 8186
(Sydney)

G. & C. DREW
PTY LTD
(Established 1946)

68 Smiths Ave, Hurstville 2220
50 8366
. Telephone:
.
Alter Hours. 53 7377. 605 3690

'Vt,'!) UNDERSTAND EACH THER
"just Leave Me Alone" — Should We?
There seems to be little argument
about the fact that family members
can gain a great deal of strength from
one another. For this to happen there
is a need for closeness and for
contact so as to enable useful
communication to occur. Perhaps it
is due to this supportive process that
we become afraid to allow people
time to be alone during times of
personal crisis. We see their isolation
as involving a retreat into themselves
and as cutting them off from the
support the rest of the family can
provide. But is the desire to be alone
always destructive?
I believe there is a fine balance of
constructive and destructive
elements in the situation where a
person simply wants to be left alone
for a period in order to come to
terms with a personal crisis. Being
alone can be helpful in that one can
consider issues quietly. Furthermore,
for the Christian, being alone is not
strictly total isolation. The Christian
may temporarily withdraw from
other persons in order to draw upon
his or her relationship with God in a
way that is quite different from the
more usual, routine ways of praying
and being guided.
One of the best-known biblical
examples of this kind of
"withdrawal" is that of Jesus going
into the wilderness during his time of
temptation (Luke 4:1-13). This period
of conflict and suffering was
preceded by a period of honour and
glory. Jesus moved from a great "high
point" to the reality of his conflict

with Satan which would reach its
climax on the cross and in the
resurrection. His time of isolation was
constructive in that He passed
through a time of temptation which
involved the utilisation of spiritual
resources which prepared Him for
the continuation and fulfilment of
His ministry.
The same kind of temporary
withdrawal can be seen in Jesus'
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemene
(Matthew 26:36-44). In both cases the
withdrawal allowed for the
expression of feelings and for
drawing upon spiritual and personal
resources. The withdrawal was
constructive because coping
occurred. The withdrawal was
temporary and not an end in itself. In
each case Jesus returned to human
society and continued His ministry
strengthened by His time of personal
crisis.
Thus we can see the positive and
helpful side of drawing aside and
being alone. The danger comes when
it becomes a withdrawal without
purpose and without any intention of
termination. The isolation in such a
case is from man and God. The
purpose perhaps is centred upon
self-pity rather than upon getting
one's feelings into a real perspective
and actively seeking God's help so as
to honour Him in this situation.
Constructive isolation or
withdrawal is not selfish. In Jesus'
case it involved a time of preparation
and coping designed to enable Him
to continue His ministry. In other

words the time of preparation was
ultimately for the sake of others. The
same thing applies to us. A family
which gives permission to one of its
members to be alone for a time will
ultimately benefit from that time.
But why is it that we find it so
difficult to give one another this kind
of permission? Perhaps we fear the
possibility that the person will not
need us anymore! The antidote to
this is to trust each other more. The
more gentle and affirming we are
during this time of crisis, the less
likely we are to be ignored. The time
of personal isolation will end and our
relationship will be of a better
quality because of it. We were never
really separated in spirit because of
our concern and trust. There is more
likelihood of long-term separation
when we express our lack of
confidence in aggressive demands
for involvement at the very time our
partner or child needs to be left
alone for awhile.
Perhaps another reason for our
difficulty is that we fear that the
person seeking isolation is really
running away from a crisis rather
than facing it squarely. But, there are
times when we do need to escape
from pressures coming from those
persons who surround us seeking to
make us act in ways that we don't
really understand or care for.
Once again, Jesus gives us an
example of isolation and avoidance
of this type. In John 6 (vv. 14-15) Jesus
withdrew from the people so as to

DR. ALAN CRADDOCK
avoid their attempt to "seize Him in
order to make Him king by force". He
went off into the hills by himself. I
believe it is no accident that Jesus'
careful and provocative exchange
with the people occurred later in the
chapter when they eventually caught
up with Him. His time of withdrawal
was both an escape from pressure
and a time of consideration and
preparation for this encounter.
From this brief discussion it is clear
that there are times when withdrawal
from the company of others is an
extremely useful and necessary
operation. We should not be afraid to
do so, or to allow others to do so. A
temporary time of isolation may
enable us to cope in ways that are
not normally possible. A time when
an individual draws quietly close to
God, to think and to feel, to become
free from the usual pressures and
influences, to pray for the ability to
understand and to handle some crisis
and to seek God's mind on the
matter, is a time which should not be
feared or withheld by family or
friends.
But, when the isolation is merely a
time for self-pity, designed to gain
attention (which often is then
savagely rejected!), and intended
largely as a non-constructive form of
escape from a vaguely understood
personal crisis, there is a real
problem. Its solution lies in
transforming this unhelpful and
destructive form of withdrawal into
the constructive form modelled for
us by Christ himself.
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Ned Herring. A
Life of Sir
Edmund
Herring
Stuart Sayers
Hyland House, Melbourne, in
association with the Australian
War Memorial. p.p. 364. $
There were three great citizen
soldiers in World War II: Lt Gen. Sir
tven Mackay, Lt Gen. Sir Leslie
Morshead, and Lt Gen. Sir Edmund
Herring. "Ned" Herring said that
Mackay was the bravest man he had
ever met. Morshead was perhaps the
finest soldier in the Australian Army.
But it is not too much to claim that
Ned Herring was all round and from
first to last the most distinguished
Australian of all.
Ned Herring had an almost
fairytale career.
He was an outstanding boy at
Melbourne Grammar School — dux
and captain, with blues for cricket
and tennis. His highest score as a
schoolboy was 201 in a match against
Shore. He went up to Trinity College,
Melbourne, and in his first year won
a double blue for cricket and tennis.
At the end of that year, he was
elected as Rhodes Scholar for
Victoria in 1912 — the ninth and the
youngest Rhodes Scholar Victoria
had produced. He was enrolled at
New College, Oxford and was
awarded a University blue for tennis
in 1912-1913-1914. He joined the
Officers Training Corps in the
summer of 1913 with the result that
his studies came to an end on the
outbreak of war in August 1914.

Herring was to remain in uniform
until 1920. He was an artillery officer
and was sent to Salonika in 1915. It
was a backwater compared with
France, but he was involved in a lot
of hard fighting. He rose to the rank
of major and was decorated with the
Military Cross and Distinguished
Service Order. On his discharge, he
returned to Oxford in October 1920
to read Law in his final year, and in
1921 he graduated as an MA, BCL.
During that year he was Captain of
Tennis and led Oxford in a
triumphant win against Cambridge.
On his return to Melbourne, he
began to practise as an Equity
barrister. He built up a growing
reputation and took silk in 1936.He
was only the 14th Melbourne KC
since he had begun in 1921. He
engaged in many other pursuits,
political or charitable, forming
valuable friendships with men who
were destined for high office. In
particular, he maintained his Army
interests and as a result, on the
outbreak of World War II in
September 1939, he was appointed to
command the Artillery in the 6th
Division. He was deeply involved in
that division's share in Wavell's great
thrust across the desert to Bardia and
Benghazi. After the campaign in
Greece, he succeeded Mackay in
command of the 6th Division, but left
the Middle East in February 1942.
His rise was rapid. He succeeded Lt
Gen. John Northcott as GOC II Corps
in August 1942 with the rank of
Lieutenant-General. He was
transferred a month later to become
GOC I Corps and New Guinea Force.
This placed him in command of
ANGAU, the Kanga Force, and the
troops at Milne Bay, as well as of the
operations on the Kokoda Trail. He
remained in command until the
battles at Gona, Salamaua, Lae and

Finschhaven had been fought and
won, and was knighted on the field
in 1943 for his outstanding
leadership.
In February 1944, Sir Edmund
Herring left the Army to become
Chief Justice of Victoria, an office he
was to hold until he reached the age
of 72 in 1964. In 1945, he became
Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria and
remained in this office until his 80th
birthday in 1972. His post-war
activities were legion in number;
there can have been few more
devoted and public-minded citizens
of his generation. His name will be
specially remembered in connection
with the Call to Australia, and his
intense desire to hep Australia
discover its "national soul". He led
the Australian Contingent at the
Coronation in 1954. He became
Chancellor of the Diocese of
Melbourne in 1941 and was the first
President of the Appellate Tribunal of
the Church of England in Australia,
He was an active churchman and a
fine christian gentleman. He had
been praised as an under-graduate
for his "modesty and self-control,
energy and capacity for work". Add
to that his gift for friendship and
serenity of spirit, and one can see
something of the secret of his
character and achievements.
We are in debt to the Australian
War Memorial for their active
concern to secure well-researched
biographies of Australian soldiers and
the author of this book has made full
use of family records as well as
official documents to provide a wellordered life of Sir Edmund Herring.
His war service naturally occupies the
longest segment of the book, but it is
set in the context of his life as a
whole. This provides a readable
narrative of first-class interest. Sir
Edmund touched life at so many

points that it will appeal to the widest
circle of readers. It is a book which
confirms all that my own slight
acquaintance with Sir Edmund had
led me to think. He is one of the
greatest sons of Australia in his own
generation, and now in the evening
of life, he is crowned with years and
honours.

The New
Testament
NEW
INTERNATIONAL
VERSION

HODDER MD STOUGHTON
LONDON SYDNEY AUCKLAND TOIONTO

A Pocket NIV
New Testament
Published for Hodder and
Stoughton by the New York
International Bible Society.
Soft cover, 309 pp. Price $2.95.
A slim pocket-sized edition of this
commendable current version
containing quite a few footnotes and
cross references, plus headings for
each paragraph.
On my pocket rule it measures
9 cm by 13 and a bit, but the cover
hardly seems tough enough to last
the distance if it receives the use it
deserves.
Donald Howard

Turn to a friend

Five years ago Tom and Jan Finlayson purchased the guest house
accommodating 75 live-in guests named "The Knoll" at Bundanoon, nearly two
hours drive South West of Sydney. Two years ago, he was converted.
Next year, Tom and Jan, with their two little girls, will be involved in a one
year Bible training course with the New Tribes Mission at Plumpton, Sydney.
tarlier this year, they decided to use "The Knoll" as a Christian Conference
Centre, and family or senior citizens holiday retreat.

Charity
Tax

ACR Locates
Church Bell

An international fundraising
consultant has forecast that tax
deductibility for personal donations
to charitable institutions will
disappear within Australia by the end
of the current decade.

Following appearance of an article
in The Australian Church Record,
Timbertown was informed that for its
100 year old church a bell could be
made available bySt. Paul's Church
of England, Chatswood, if agreement
was reached by members of the
congregation.

Speaking to Australian and New
Zealand delegates at a Uniting
Church social services conference
staged recently at Queensland
University, Mr. Everald Compton said
he anticipated that Australia would
follow the current British tradition of
a covenant system in place of
deductibility. Through covenants,
British citizens undertake an annual
donation to a charity for a minimum
period of four years.
Tax that the donor would have
saved under the tax deductibility
system is automatically credited to
the charity by the government. For
example, if covenants operated in
Australia and a donor on a maximum
tax scale made a charitable gift of
$1000, the charity would receive from
the government a cheque for $600 in
addition to receiving the donation.
Mr. CoMpton recommended all
charitable institutions in Australia to
lobby the Federal Government to
'ntroduce the covenant system.
'They would stand to benefit
tremendously from it", he said.

The Reverend Mr. Carnaby said
"No formal objection had been
made and the congregation were
happy to know their bell will be
shared by the 150,000 annual visitors
to Timbertown:'
Although the origin of the bell is
not known, Mr. Carnaby believes it
dates back to the turn of the century,
when it was first installed to call
parishioners to worship.

FRANK AKEHURST
SUITE 1, 6th FLOOR
THE NATIONAL BUILDING
250 PITT ST, SYDNEY, 2000
PHONE 264 6368
Specialists in High Quality Hand-crafted
Jewellery, Competitive Prices
• Old Jewellery Refashioned • Will make to
order — your design • Diamond and
Sapphire Rings at 1978 prices • Continental Gold and Silver Chains and Bracelets •
Christian Fish symbol in 9 ct Gold and
Silver Pendants, Tie Tacks and Lapel Pins
• Insurance Valuations

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the news
on Church affairs for 100 years, 1880-1 980

an independent
provocative
evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas
every two weeks.
Become a subscriber now through our special introductory offer: $6 for 12
months' issues (Normal Subscription $10). Theological Students $4.

The lustralian
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The number two radio station in
Sydney, 2C1-1, is not only known as
the GOOD MUSIC station, but its
current slogan reflects the way
thousands of people relate to it.
SOMETIME TODAY TURN TO A
FRIEND. for the N.S.W. Council of
Churches it expresses the activity it
undertakes in getting the Christian
message into the marketplace.
The results of the third rating
survey for 1980 were quite
remarkable with considerable growth
in many areas.
Weekday segments, Have A Good
Day with John Edmondstone,
Leighton Ford's spots, Just A Minute
with Graham Hardy, The Bible
Readings, Afternoon Meditation with
Philip Oliver and the Quiet Moments
with Lance Shilton and Gordon
Moyes all draw strong response.
Graham Hardy's books Just a Minute
and Another Minute have been

The Pocket Testament League
has announced that in response
to its appeal for lit and 24 coins
to purchase bilingual Chinese/
English Gospels of John for
China, its first-stage goal of
providing 10,000 Gospels was
reached recently. The secondstage goal is 25,000 Gospels and
Rev. John Capron, National
Director of the League says that
12,710 Gospels have now been
purchased.
Rev. Capron added that the
League's ministry to China
began about 4 years ago and
since that time more than
17,000 New Testaments and
87,000 Gospels have been
distributed. He recently
returned from a brief visit to
China and reported that though
there is a closer inspection of
luggage at the borders, large
quantities of Scripture are still
going in. Often tourists
suitcases are not opened at all,
he said.
Asked what the great needs
of China are, Rev. Capron said
prayer and the Word of God.
He said that Scriptures for
China are available without
charge from the League's
National Headquarters at 24
Westminster Ave., Dee Why,
N.S.W. 2099.

******* ****

are people,too

Refugees and hardship. The two go hand in hand.
You can help. The World Vision Refugee Fund will makeavailahle Money for
projects in refugee centres throughout South East Asia that will give
employment end medical training.11 will provideylean water, makepossible
food production projects like chicken raisingand veget able geowing trireach
40,000 refugees. and providelanguagetuit ion andeduention. through Chris.
Nan churches and missions.
545 will provide an entire family with husk support for one year.
rev...a,. reel aerial-arta. Your quick response could mean a
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NEW CHRISTIAN FILMS IN COLOR
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Marty was sure he had wen a spar
What really happened to Marty and
spaceship makes for delightful v.r. u.
A Magnificent Motion Pi,
Dynamic Spiritual Impa,

SYDNEY
FRI 28 NOV AT 7.45pm

SCIENCE CENTRE AUDITORIUM, Level 1, 35- 45 Clarence Street. Sydney.
POSTCODE

(Adults 33.00, Children 114 8 under) $2 Family Rate $8 75 20% concession for Group Bookings of 2U or more.

THE GOSPEL FILM MINISTRY LTD.
8th Floor. 309 Pitt St, Sydney. N.S W 2000 Phone 1021 267.3911

Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St Andrew's House, Sydney
Square, Sydney, NSW, 2000.

Also at Melbourne, Adelaide. Brisbane. Perth
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FIRST FUEIUSNED
IN

Believers in
China Reap
Benefits of
Relaxation

Recent visitors to China hay
witnessed the massive crowds
attending China's reopened
churches. One visitor tells of
attending an enthusiastic service in
an interdenominational Protestant
church in Shanghai (one of three
reopened there in September 1979).
About 1,000 people jammed into the .
church — some had queued for an
hour to get a seat. People stood in
the aisles while about 300 had the
service relayed to them in rooms
nearby and others peered in thromii
the windows.

REFUGEES

$45 to help one family for a year
$90 to help two families for a year
famili,
.0
to help .. .
A one-time gift of $

Lilo IMO

PRICE 30 CENTS

Registered for posting as a publication Category A

NOVEMBER 17

R.C. CHURCH STANDS WITH POOR ...

NEXT SNOWING AT...

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church Record. I enclose $6.00,
Subscription for 12 months' issues.
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10,000
Bilingual
Gospels for
China
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The Australian

popular, and Have A Good Day,
based on the early morning talks
given by John Edmondstone has
been reprinted.
Sunday mornings 2CH was No. 1
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Its Sunday
position was No. 2 despite football
fever and Sundays were stronger
than Saturdays.
Church Services, news
commentaries by Bernard Judd, Mal
Garvin and magazines have large
audiences.
At night, Nightsong at 8.30 p.m. is
popular because of its appeal to
those who love Christian music,
whether traditional or contemporary.
From nine till midnight Roger Bush,
possibly Sydney's most experienced
talk-back host, helps thousands of
people.
The counselling service "People To
People" meets human need every
day. People call 267 5033 and know
they can talk in confidence to a
friend.

4V-V-44-V-*****WV)IttilAtAl*),

Graente Irvine (centre), vice president, World Vision International (Field Ministries) talking with World Vision's
co-ordinator in New South Wales, Rev. Lindsay Dousl (left) and Dr. Gil McArthur, Director of World Vision of
South Pacific.

... Evangelicals have been less vocal
"While the Roman Catholic Church
generally stands with poor,
evangelicals have been less vocal.
They have not taken seriously the
issue of social justice," said Graeme
Irvine, the Vice president of World
Vision International, at an Australian
Religious Press Association luncheon
in Melbourne. As a result of its stand,
the Catholic Church is being
persecuted. The rich have suddenly
seen the shift in the church's
position. Instead of being an ally, it
has now become a danger to their
existence.
"Many Christians are still not
convinced that they must become
involved in holistic development of
Christ's poor. I believe that Christians
must be concerned' about the subhuman conditions, the struggles and
the spiritual needs of the poor.
Holistic ministry is caring for total
man."
"World Vision, like all Christian
organisations, is nieeting new
challenges in its holistic ministry. We
too will have to take stands with the
poor that will not always be
understood, even by some
Christians," said the World Vision
leader.
Graeme Irvine said that
conservative Christians should col
generalise on the theology of
liberation.

"It covers a very wide spectrum. It
doesn't automatically mean that the
church is in favour of Marxism. The
church's role in liberating people
from poverty and oppression in Latin
America is a very refreshing
expression of Christianity."
The World Vision vice president
spoke about his recent visit to Latin
America, where the issues of human
rights and social justice are very real.
He said that there are three powers in
this region. There is the rich majority,
the military and the Catholic Church.
They are all in a position to play a
part in directing people's lives.
TURMOIL AFTER FUNERAL
"I was in El Salvador one day after
the funeral service for Archbishop
Oscar Romero. The nation was in
turmoil. There is bitter struggle
between left and right. The
archbishop had concerned himself
with neither side, but with the poor.
They have struggled for a long time
in a country that is controlled by a
handful of rich families. The death of
the archbishop has encouraged the
poor. The Church is the only voice
they have."
He said that Christian journalists
have a duty to keep their readers
informed about the issues of the
Third World.
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Irish bishop on
innocent and IRA
prisoners protest
the Bishop of Connor, the Right
Rev. Arthur Butler, has described
conditions at the Maze Prison as
"first-class" — apart from those
created by the "dirty protesters".
Addressing his Diocesan Synod in
Belfast about "the unresolved
problem of the H-Block". Dr. Butler
said that the focus was all too often
on the condition of the prisoners,
while little attention was paid to the
plight of those who had suffered at
their hands.
The Bishop was speaking after he
had visited the ambulance control
centre at the Royal Victoria Hospital
to register his shock and horror over
the murder of an administrative
officer there.
The killing reached a new depth of
cynicism, he said, when one
remembered that ambulances went
out to help people regardless of their
political outlook. "An act of this
nature does not make it easier for
people io be sympathetic to the men
in H-Block."
Dr. Butler told the Synod: "The
prisoners at the Maze have chosen to
suffer, but the innocent men and
women they have been convicted of
maiming and murdering were given
no choice."

It is not only Protestant churches
which have been reopened and are
filling up for services. The Catholic
Cathedral in Shanghai was reopened
on 15 August, as was the Catholic
Cathedral in Tianjin, the third major
city of China. Two mosques were
also open there, and a visitor
reported that about 450 came to pray
on a Friday. The Cathedral in
Shanghai holds approximately 3,000
and has five Masses on Sunday 3 0'1
also each day of the week. On,
foreigner who attended on two
successive Sunday said that people
had been waiting since 3 am for the
5.45 Mass and each subsequent Mass
was also full. Hundreds went forward
for Communion. Outside the
cathedral religious articles, said to
have been made in Shanghai, were
being sold openly. Five Chinese
priests are attached to the cathedral
in Shanghai.
The Buddhists have also begun to
worship openly again. In addition, in
Shanghai they occasionally lend the
se
i ftheir large temple to Christian,
for, meetings.
There are other signs, too, of
believers making the most of the
present eagerness of the authontie,
to secure citizens' rights. The
government has printed 150,000
Bibles, though they are not yet all
bound. Christians are having to prepay for the Bibles to collect enough
money for the binding of these
Bibles. In negotiating for reopening
churches, local bodies of believers
petition the local religious affairs
bureau, which then has to negotial,
with whatever body had been
occupying the previous churn',
premises.

Aust. Miss.
thought safe
Seven missionaries of the Africa
Inland Mission are being held in the
West Nile Province of Uganda,
though it is not yet clear by whom.
Five are British, one American and
one Australian.
Miss Gail Mellor of Melbourne is
thought safe, the Miss.on told the
Record.
Although two missionaries were
injured, word has come through that
all are alive. The British High
Commission in Kampala is "very
active" on behalf of the mission
arid the Archbishop of Uganda
making representation to the
authorities.
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