Ma.

ly About People

BRISBANE
Rev Peter G. C. Broad-
bent, Rector of Woodlands

Wembley  Downs  (Perth)
since 1970, has been
appointed Rector of St
John's, Surfers Paradise

Rev Benjamin A. Clarke,

Curate of St Peter's
Wynnum, has been appointed
Curate of St Luke's, Too-
woomba

Rev John M. FEdwards,
Curate of St Peter’s, South
port, has been appointed

Chaplain  of St Hilda's
School, Southport

Rev John E. Cutcliffe,
Curate of Christ Church,
Bundaberg, since 1972, has
been appointed Vicar of Holy

Trinity, Taroom
Rev  Dennis  Gimblett,
Cur of St Luke's, Too
Wi 1, has been appointed
n ¢ of St David's
Allora
Rev Gerald R. Greaves,
Vicar Holy Trinity
Faroom, since 19 has been
ippointed  Rector  of St
Anne's, Nanango
Rev Thomas H. Hood,
Rector of St Matt
) n
Brisbune South
Rev Douglas M. Souther-
land, Rector f  Chris
Church, Killar l
| R f S
I Es

MELBOURNE
Rev G. B. Avery

D G

WCC
to continue
fight
against
racism

World  Council  of
Churches' controversial Pro-
gramme to Combat Racism
15 to continue,

I'he

The Central Committee ol

the WCC n Berlin
last week. decided to r
tinue the PCR and to go on
making g s from the Pr
Fund

sed people

ommitlee

Central  (

T fie

X d
set three hundred thousand

dollars as a

for the Fund, to be

minimum ta
wised and

buted each The

will be from

Churches r ind indi

ils

s the PCR's

I work will be sub

mitted for decision by the
WCC Assembly next vear

BIG SAVING FOR

Mark's, Spotswood,

been appointed to St Peter's
Ocear Gro
November 12, 1974

from

Rev W. R. Potter ol St
Paul's, Ringwood, has been
appointed Rural Dean of

Croydon from September 1,

1974, for three years

Rev W. V. V. Lloyd has
resigned from the parish of St
Hilary's, Kew, from
February 28, 1975

Rev €. C. Shields has
resigned as priest-in-charge
of christ Church, Melton,
from August 20, 1974

Rev E. J. Viney died on
August 25, 1974

Rev Ronald Dedman ol the
parish of Milloo since 1969
has been appointed Rector of
Kangaroo Flat fron

October 31, 1974

NORTH -WEST1
AUSTRALIA
Rev Eric J. Kerr, Rector at
Brisbane Water in the New
Diocese, has beer
clected Dean aldton
He will take Yosition in

the New Ye

Ger

PERTH
Rev Roy Bradley, Cl
Hn Supe rat the A
Hospita Mel

Perth | 1 y
Rev A. H. Horrex has b

1f ted R r of K

Ja | \u 974

SYDNEY

Canon Wesley D. Girvan,
r of Chr Church

SINCE Y0 I
inted  Rector of S
Dapt
Robert
i Charge

Goodfellow,

DIOCESE OF
WILLOCHRA
Rev R. Pemison of St
Andrew’s Elliston-Lock
Wudinna has been appoinied
Joint Re f Port Augusta
from September 12, 1974

Religious issues are still
very much alive among the
youth of our nation the
Director of ACTS Inter-
national, the Rev Richard
W. Innes said recently.

He said that last May
ACTS conducted
religious survey through

out the ¢
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Aboriginal drink
problem serious
minister claims

Drinking was one of
the biggest problems
among  Aboriginals
in  Central Austra-
lia, a Lutheran Mini-
ster who works in the
area said recently.

The Rev P. G. E. Al-
brecht said there appeared
to be no such thing as
social drinking.

“Rather, nearly all drink-
ing is undertaken lor the
express purpose of getting
drunk,” he said.

‘The only group which
tend towards social drinking
traditional

ire  more  non
Aboriginals who have
irgely wdopted

western

¢ drinking

58 Ways were
Aboriginal we
I little

with ot

programmes
¢ Ol success

Albrecht

wh

field supervisor of
River Mission in

th
the

Finke
1962 said state  of
drunkenness
deliber zht

*From listening to Aborig
nals talk it is not diffy 1o
the behind
s,”" he said

“The
llows 1t
o act
flout

itely so fter

Ascertain reasor

of drunkenness
he person concerned

irresponsibly  and
behaviour

state

accepted

“‘ver much alive”

HI\!
Penin-

Western  Australia
ilso (€ York
sula in Queensland
T'his
ducted
with

ipe

con

post

survey was
through

100,000

the

families

receiving a letter, u book
ind a

on Christianity
question form
“From this m

THREAT

o From page |

opposed this bill when he
said, ‘this was bad legisla
tion and would bring very

little credit to the house
“If the Government

the hotels on Sunday

the wishes of the people of

opens
against

NSW that action would also
bring great discredit upon
them.”

Re
} Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd,
B
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TRADING

A competition and exhibition called Art *74 was recently sponsored by the “North
Shore Times" newspaper in association with Grace Bros, Chatswood, on behalf of the
NSW branch of the Bible Society in Australia.

I'he competition was open to all age groups and to all forms of art and attracted

much interest. ;
Awards were presented on September 2, at the Grace Gallery, Grace Bros,

(

hatswood.

2

Members of the judging panel comprised prominent members uf ll'w Rt):\.;ul \'rl
Society, including the eminent artist and president of the Royal Art Society, Sir Erik

anker.

Panel members (1 to r) here are

liss Claudia Forbes-Woodgate, Sir Erik Lanker,

Miss Janet Cane, Mr Frank Spears and Mr J. Lindsay Sever.
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0 longer

impunity
situations in

crea
group leadership ¢
function, where
control

are nellective
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social
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arfving  at - consensus  has

destroyed, we have effec-
i y emasculated
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| stries of home study Bible S
1 Courses, (

inhibited them from
with their

nereby
caling effectively
Icohol problem,” he said

ey

there was a 1.8 per cent re-
sponse with 31 per cent of
these being under 30 years
and 52 per cent
40 (ages of re
ranged from 1|
91 years),” Mr

ol age
under

Sponses
years 1o
Innes said

“The major goals §
ACTS International 1s
10 write to every family in s
Australia and share with
them in Christian mes Z
sage by the year 1980 }

“To strengthen this )
il evange-
g mini

ministry ol m
support

lism,
cassettes  and
seminars are used

“Our next large mail-
ing is scheduled for Sep
tember 30, Mr  Innes
said

“At this time we will be
writing to 150,000
families, 100,000 of these
being in Queensland and
50,000 in Tasmania

“Interested and  con-
cerned  Christians  and
local churches in
Queenstand  and  Tas

mania are needed to help
in personal  Tollow-up,
ind should The
Inter-

88,
Aus-
Innes

contact
ACTS
PO Box
South
Mr

Director
national,
Norwood,
trahia,
said

5067,

NEW BCA SECRETARY

I'he Rev R. N. Langshaw is
to be the NSW Secretary of
the Bush Church Aid Society
BCA from October 1.

M angshaw
student for the
served at Wilcannia
ing his curacy at St
Chatswood

On his return to Sydney he

was  a
society and
follow-
Paul's,

has been in number of
parishes

He leaves St George's,
Hurstville, where he has

served since 1963

will be a commis-
service in the
the Cathedral at
on Thursday,

There
sioning
chapel of
10.30 am
October 3

Mr Langshaw
place of the Rev R. N

side

takes the
Beard

who is now in the parish of
Bulli, Sydney

Mr Langshaw is a senior
clergyman in the Diocese of
Sydney. He has been Rural

Dean in two deanaries

NEW EDITOR
FOR ANZEAS

Secretary of
CMS in UK
to be hishop

CANON John V. Taylor,
general  secretary of the
Church Missionary Society,
is to be the new Bishop of Win-
chester, according to a re-
port from England.

Dr Taylor who succeeds
the Rt Rev Sherard Allison,
has worked with the CMS for
30 years

He
service in
nd became
Bishop Tucker
College at Mukono

He was appointed CMS
Africa secretary in 1959 and
general secretary in 1963

missionary
Uganda in 1944
warden of the
Memorial

began

ANZEA Regional Council
of Scripture Union and the
Board of ANZEA Publishers
Ltd, have announced the ap-
pointment of Mr John Water-
house as Co-ordinating
Editor of ANZEA Publishers.

Mr  Waterhouse
graduate in Arts and Educa-
tion from Monash Uni-
versity, Melbourne and
taught for two vears at St Pat-
rick's Secondary School in
Tawau, Sabah

He served Scripture
Union staff-worker in Papua
New Guinea and has
travelled widely in  Asia,
Europe and England

1S a

as

He has been involved with
Scripture  Union  training
conferences, beach missions
and ISCF Camps

Mr Waterhouse, at present
studying at Moore College,
will take up his new responsi-
bilities in Junuary 1975

|

|
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WCC is to be censured at

the Sydney Diocesan Synod

The World Council of Churches is expected to come under

strong criticism at the Sydney Diocesan Synod this month.

The Standing Com-
mittee has received a
notice of motion from
two influential
cnurchmen in  that
diocese, the Rey
George Robinson,
rector of St Steven’s
Willoughby, and Dr
Alan Bryson — both
members of the
Standing Committee.

Mr  Robinson’s motion
reads: “That because the
support given vy the World

Council of Churches to
various so-called liberation
groups has resulted in a

certain loss of confidence in
that council and in the Aus-

tralian Council of Churches,
and so that Christian aid to
overseas reliefl work should
not suffer thereby, this Synod
commends to the parishes of
the diocese the work of the
Evangelical Alliance Relief
Fund, Australia (TEAR),
whose address is PO Box 243,
Box Hill, Victoria, 3128, and
urges their support for the

fund’s special Christmas
appeal.”
Mr  Robinson told the

“Record"” that he was moving
this motion because there was
some loss of confidence in the
WCC over alleged support for
terrorist groups in Africa.

“Whether these allega-
tions are true or not, is not
the point of contention

“The point is that people
are uncertain  about the
money they give, TEAR

offers a
alternative,’

good reliable

he said

Mr Robinson proposes to
seek leave of Synod to
amend the motion to
include a recommendation
for support for the Arch
bishop's Overseas Appeal
Other moves against the
WCC are possible following
action by the Warringah rural
deanery.

The Chapter Clerk, the
Rev Bill Holland, has asked

every deanery in Sydney to
consider future policy on
membership of the council
and contributions to its
work

He said that Warringah
was concerned at  WC(

activities in indirectly
\UD[“!T(I"L’ terronst groups
in South Afirca

“Science never conflicts
with serious religious
study,” theologian says

Science never conflicts with
serious religious studies, a
world-renowned biblical
theologian, Professor Charles
F. D. Moule, said in Perth
recently.

“Both are concerned with
truth, and both seek to estab-

lish consistency and coher-
ence,” he said
The professor is Lady

Professor  of
Divinity at Cambridge
University and was the
panel of translaters for the
New Testament section of
the New English Bible
published in 1961

Margaret's

on

He lead a recent series of
theological sessions for
ministers  at Wollaston
College

Professor Moule
emphasised that theology was
scientific

He said that his work —
painstaking reconstruction of
the “thought world" of early
Christian  communities
involved some speculation.

At times it
reconstructing a
phone
one side

Translating the New Test-
ament from Greek had raised

like
tele-
from

wiis
whole
conversation

historical, linguistic
contextual problems

Differences of opinion on
the panel were resolved by a
majority vote

and

“*Some academics bitterly
criticised the translation
being donnish and pedantic,”
he said

as

“However, we were not
briefed to make it easy but as
accurate as possible

“It was never
supersede the
version but to
what the words
modern English.”

intended to
King James
tell readers
meant n

ary man and his future if
want to know that man is in fact I¢

TERRORIST SUPPORT
CAUSES CHURCHES
TO WITHHOLD
FUNDS

“Members have researched
the matter and are of the
opinion that the explanation
given by the ACC do not
lessen this problem,” Mr
Holland said

These moves follow wide
spread Australian and over-
seas protests at WC(
in relation 1o
combat racism

The recent Adelaide Synod
debated a motion of censure
at the ACC at that council’s
tendency of issuing prophetic
statements on contempory
social questions without first
ascertaining opinion on such

policies
grants 1o

matters from its member
churches.
Recently  an  influential

churchman in the USA

Notice of
motion
from two
influential
churchmen

delivered a stinging attack on
the WC(

Canon  Albert du Bois,
president of the American
Church Union and Professor
of Church History and
Homiletics at the Episcopal

EDITORIAL

Seminary, Lexicon, likened
the WCC to anti-Christ and

itlled it a false religion
growing like a cancer

In the UK, the Church of
England's contribution to the
WCC was recently reduced
by a thousand pounds as g

gesture ol
WCC's  activities
particular grants to
movements

cnticism ol

liberatior

Devaluation and C.M.S.

The sudden announcement

case in point the annual
of the devaluation of the budget for CMS in Ta
Australian dollar has zania, East Africa
brought a murmur of $130.300 The announc
approval from most sections ment of a 12% devaluatic
of the community. However of the Australian  doll:
this move will have « serious means that an extra 15,00

effect on the operwions of  dollars has to be found to
missions in general not to  enable current services to be
mention  other benificient  maintained

organisations who send

funds out of the country

Asa A

Inside
this issue
e Forgiveness, J.
Gelding — page 2.

o The Challenge of
Humanism, B. L.
Smith — page 3.
e A Critique

of

Humanism, D. B.
Knox — page 4.

o Influence of
Humanists — page
5

e Letters to the

Rey Maurice Betteridge
Federal Sec of CMS

Editor — page 7.

“TRULY HUMAN”

“*How can we speak constructively about what is
meant by the label *humanism’, about real contempor-

we do not know and do not
t and also in fact

saved, il one does not know and does not want 10 know
the true horror and the true hope of our situation? The
true man for all time is the lost and rescued man who is
seen in the mirror of Jesus Christ

“How can a conversation about this man have even a
meaningful beginning il one shies like a scared horse at
the Christian confession and its word of God's judge-
ment and grace, if one has nothing more to set against it
than the sentimental lament over its ‘exclusiveness™?
How can there be even a beginning if one always Nees
into the ambiguities of that lukewarm religion of semi-

carnestness and

semi-consolation,

found in the

middle, or rather, under the middle in some obscure
depth, away from the horror which must really be feared
and the hope which may be grasped with confidence?"

Those words of the late Karl Barth were written as he

looked back on a conference held in Geneva in 1949 on
Humanism"

the “A New

subject

C

Barth had been

invited to deliver a paper at this international confer- u

ence and he had titled it
Here and Now"
“The Christian
humanism

man; the idea of Incarnation

and dwelt among us' (John 1:14)

“According to the Christian perspective, that is the
work and revelation of God in the light of which man is
to be seen. For the Christian proclamation is the pro-
clamation of Jesus Christ, He is the Word which
became fNesh, and therefore He is also the Word about
man. From the Christian perspective, man is no higher,
no lower, no other than what this Word declares him to
be. He is the being which is made visible in the mirror of

Jesus Christ."

*The Christian Procly
In the course of this paper h
proclamation

k

deals  with

God's
These two words alone express the idea
which is decisive for the Christian understanding of

‘The Word became fNesh

tukes towards the sin which has infected the whole of
human creation

hope for condemned sinners as God vindicates His Son
in the Easter victory
which is unrelated to the career of Jesus Christ has not
come Lo terms with reality
God's wrath against sinners and his loving purposes for
those who put their trust in His Son. Jesus Christ was
and is the TRULY HUMAN MAN through whom we
learn the truth about ourselves. But we must not only
listen to the news
upon it and put our faith in Him

Barth's concentration on the person of Jesus Christ

annot be improved upon if we are 1o learn what we

need to know about ourselves in our very confused and

neertain world, In Christ's LIFE we see the true

human life fully extended in love towards God and man

ind. In Christ’s DEATH we see the stance which God

In Christ's RESURRECTION we see the renewal of
Human pessimism or optimism

with the final truths of

both bad and good

we must act

v
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Notes and Comments

Evangelical
Students

Last month the Australian
Fellowship of  Evangelical
Students came very close to
being wiped out as a viable
organisation.

It is a cause of great joy
that their extreme situation
met with such a generous res
ponse from its supporters
We hope that such support
will continue and enable it 1«
carry on its work

The secretary, Mr  Ber-
nard said that this recent
experience has forced the fel-
lowship to review its role in
the future

One possible activity the
fellowship might like to con
sider is a form of vocational

guidance

There is a great need for
Christian  graduates to
choose strategic occupations,
such as those professions
which come into contact with
people or who have an
influence on public opinion.
These would include such
activities as  medicine,
especially psychiatry and psy-
chology; social work: jour-
nalism; law and education.

T'he feliowship might con

sider surveying the socially
strat s und offer a
voca idance service
for matriculant and
nts

If its could be shown
he tian significance
and

ng term
f ssions and

lenge to
humanists

ACTU
Conference

The meeting |
the ACTU co
her the
perate w
iment looks like
rer tired anticlimax in
never ending
inflation and

week of

lerence to
union
h the

whe

lecide

d

wou

In its motion, the

ployment
conference paid lip service
1o the old slogans; the prob-
lems of today are inherent in
the capitalistic system and
are not their fault, the
Government is doing a good
job in social welfare, etc,
then it demanded as its price
for limited co-operation (but
nol restraint), quarterly
adjustments, lower
taxes, more unemployment
aid, import quotas and direct
assistance

T'he conference lacked con-
viction, the militant unions
were guarded in their sup-
port for the motion and gave
no promises

Herein lies the tragedy of

wage

that conference. It gave no
commitment to seck
improvement by its own
cfforts such as productivity
growth and thereby the real
wealth of unionists. The con-
ference lacked a sense of

commitment toan Australia
facing hard times, only to its
und doctrinaire
interests. [t recog-
nition of the fact that if Aus
tralia is to solve its economic
everybody  will

own narrow

gave no

problems,
work harder
ralia has been told by

have L«

the Treasurer that inflation
means oo much money
chasing too few goods. If that

what is wrong with the
-operating  with

IS §
L

inions

employe pro-
ductivity say
they want r slice of the
cake. If not careful

themselves
obtaining
er

they mi

succeeding
nothing other

slice of an ever shrinking
cake with no real gain

The basic problem facing
Australia today is a moral
one. It is wunrestrained
greed. Everybody wants
more for less. The emplovers
and their profit, the
employees and wage
increases, citizens and

Government handouts
Somebody has to pay in the
long run and if it is not in the
form of greater effort then it
will be the unionists in
job opportunities and the
ordinary citizen in higher
prices ind  shortages in
commodities.

Feelings of sinfulness
‘““one of the higgest

problems in life”

“FORGIVE YOURSELF:
GOD DOESN'T HOLD
IT AGAINST YOU”

One of the biggest
handling of feelings
sinfulness.

The Christian knows his
sins are forgiven when he
confesses them to God. (1
John 1:9.)

Such sin, no matter how dbad
it may be, will never be
charged against the Christian
in the life hereafter.

However, for many Chris-
tians they find it difficult,
perhaps almost impossible,
to forgive themselves

Persistently they plead with
God to shake off uncom-
fortable and uneasy feelings
s0 they might be free

But instead of getting rid of
feelings of guilt, they add to
them

And unknowingly they do a
number of things to remove it
which  paradoxically only
increases the guilt by re-
inforcement

These feelings of shame
then show themselves in a
number of ways

However, it must be said
that when a person feels
“guilty” this is a good sign
because it indicates that the
Spirit of God is convicting
him of his wickedness and
need for forgiveness.

Guilt may also bring
tension, anxiety and feelings
of sinfulness

As Isaiah 57 says: “The
wicked are like the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire
and dirt, There is no peace,
saith my God, to the wicked.”

Assuming we have asked
God for forgiveness, how can
we forgive ourselves and find
peace and rest?

Firstly, we need to
recognise that some of these
uncomfortable feelings may
not be due to sin

Society tends to set

MS BOOK
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Memorial service
for Lady Kerr

A memorial service was
held in St James' Church,
King Street, Svdney, on
September 12, in  thanks-
giving for the life of Her
Excellency Lady Kerr, wife of
His Excellency the Governor-
General of Australia (Sir
John Kerr).

The service was conducted
by the Archbishop of Sydney
(The Most Rev Marcus |
Loane) and the Rector of St
James' (Canon | |
Cuttriss). Cunon  Cuttriss
preached the sermon

Her Majesty  the Queen
appointed Sir  William
McKell, a former Governor-
General, as her personal
representative at the service,
and he and Sir Roden Cutler,
Governor of NSW, read the
lessons

IT'S TIME FOR YOU

Evangelism Miss Field
tive Home Church S
SHOW YOURSELF

Timothy 2:15

TO APPLY FOR
TRAINING!
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The Prime Minister (Mr E
G. Whitlam) and the Premier
of NSW (Sir Robert Askin)
were among th' many
representatives  of all  the

major spheres of the
community
I'he heads of other

churches were present in the
chancel and sanctuary, and
on their behalf  Cardinal
Freeman, Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Sydney,
spoke briefly identifying the
members ol his and other
churches with the spirit of
thanksgiving for Lady
Kerr's life and sympathy with
her family which were being
expressed through the service

problems in life is the
of apprehension and

standards which we fall short
of.

Parents and others often
expect too much of us and we
feel a failure and therefore

guilty
These are pseudo
feelings

guilt

If you can see the causes of
your unfounded guilt and
therefore gain a new

in the forgiveness of Jesus
Christ.
God says through Isaiah

“Come now, let us reason
together, saith the Lord
though your sins be as

A MINISTER’S

REFLECTIONS

freedom and relief from these
attitudes

When you begin to develop
a more wholesome self-
concept, the feelings of guilt
begin to disappear

Secondly, if you are truly
suffering from true feelings
of guilt, then your solution lies

scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow: though they are red
like crimson, they shall be as
wool."

Everything and anything
you have ever done that could
be genuinely called sin has
been washed away by God

In Jesus Christ, *...we

have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches
of his grace.” (Ephesians 1:7.)

So stop feeling squeamish
about your confessed sins

God doesn't see your sin,
let alone recognise it

Forgive vyourself. God
doesn’t hold it against you

Praise Him and thank Him

you have been completely
forgiven
So enjoy vour freedom

and peace and stop punish-
ing yourself.

Step out in the stream of
life with joy and God, for you
are one of the Lord’s children
completely forgiven, you are
thoroughly clean, and to all
intents and purposes, free to
enjoy life with God and man

— The Rev John Gelding

""CLERGY CAMPAIGN
TO WIPE OUT
MOTHERS’ UNION,"’
OFFICIAL SAYS

The Tasmanian head of the Anglican Church’s Mothers' Union (Mrs C. Robinson)
has claimed parish clergy had set up a deliberate campaign to “wipe out™ the union

according to a report in the Hobart *

The report said that Mrs

Robinson stated that the
union — an international
body that works closely with
the church — had been
subjected to antagonism,
hostility and apathy by parish
priests,

Her scathing attack on the
State's parish clergy came in
an address to the second
session of the 39th Synod of
the Diocese of Tasmania in
Hobart

Mrs Robinson told the
synod she had asked the
Bishop of Tasmania (the Rt
Rev Dr R. E. Davies) to find
someone else to fill  her
position as diocese president.

She said the first Mothers'
Union in the Common-
wealth was set up in
Tasmania in 1892

**Since then the union has
been working tirelessly and
with purpose

Car park aide
notified of
appointment
as a bishop

A parking lot attendant at
a London (Ontario, Canada)
hotel was recently notified of
his appointment as Bishop of
Northern Uganda.

He is the Rev Benoni
Ogwal, 32, who has just com
pleted two vears of study at
Huron College in London,
Ontario

He will be consecrated
Bishop of Northern Uganda

on September 29

At the time he was notified
of his election in June, he was
a parking lot attendanmt at a
Loraon hotel, with plans to
take @ master's degree next
year at McGill University

He will succeed Janani J
Luwum, now Archbishop of
the Church of Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi, and Boga-
Zaire

“But now, so many clergy
are rejecting the Mothers’
Union as an encumbrance, a
stumbling block to progress
and development

“We were courageous
enough to set up a Royal
Commission to investigate
our struclure and purpose,

and have taken the necessary
steps to make our organis-
aton liikk‘ on new lilll\l}n\ltil)“

a powerful aid to the
parish priest,” she said

“But does he want aid. No

“Either he doesn't know
our rich heritage and
strength, or he doesn't under-
stand what we have to offer

“The Mothers’ Union has
always sought to be the hand-
maid of the church and to
work in harmony.

“But in the past few vears
the parish priest has worked
to remove us from the parish
scene

“With so much concern
with the raising of money and
the drastic reduction in the
numbers of non-working
women, the policies of wiping
out the organisation have
been horribly  successful,”
Mrs Robinson said

“We are now left with just
a core of dedicated women

“We have an antidote to
the ever-increasing divorce
rate, the neurotic, the

alcoholic and the drug
addict,” she said

Mrs  Robinson told the
synod the wunion was
committed, but =l their

efforts became null and void
because of the lack of support
and encouragement from the
rectors.

“l have ofiered to travel
anywhere in the diocese at
any time to help any rector

“‘However, when the
Mothers’ Union invites me,
the rector so frequently runs
to the furthest corner of his
parish to avoid me.

Aercury™ of September 11.

“If this diocese lets the
Mothers’ Union fade out it
will be the loser,”” Mrs
Robinson said

Her address was met with
loud applause and the synod
adopted a motion expressing
support for the union, the
report said

MT VICTORIA

(BLUE MOUNTAINS)
atelev 3450' “'Closeburn”
A Christian ‘Home-away
from-home'. Spacious, com
fortable and well-heated
Home cooking. Extensive
grounds. Also flat, suit 4
abin 4-6. Coachhouse suit

group of 10.
| PhonesT0 04787 1318 _|
h MERIDEN
Church of England
School for Girls
12 Redmyre Road, Strathfield
| BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL
Kindergarten to Higher School
Certificate and Matriculation
For turther information

apply to the Headmistress,
Miss S' eilaM. Morton, BSc

Hiurnltuvo Removals
and Storage

68 Smiths Avenue
Hurstville

Local, Country and

state Removals

Write or phone 50 8366
After hours 53 7377

Inter

BRIGHT (Vic)
Cook’s Pioneer Holiday Flats
Fully self-contained. Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable fiats with 1, 2
and 3 bedrooms. An ideal
holiday spot for all age
groups, Children welcome

Box 8 Bright (Vic)

Ph: STD 55 1233

The challenge of Human

- '"An alternative to religion’

Although the modern humanist movement
claims to have a long noteworthy ancestry, it
was only in the year 1951 that four organisa-

tions

the American Ethical
Ethical Union, and
League

ference in Amsterdam.

On August 26, 1952, in
Amsterdam, under the pre-
siding hand of Sir Julian
Huxley, the Inter-
national Humanist and
Ethical Union was formed.

The principal founder-mem-
bers included the above
organisations as well as the
Ethical Society of Vienna,
the Humanist League of Bel-
gium, and the Radical Hums-
nist Movement of Indis.

At the 1952 congress the
following declaration was
adopted

¢ "This congress is a re-
sponse to the widespread
demand for an alternative to
the religions which claim to
be based on revelation on the
one hand, and totalitation
systems on the other

"“The alternative offered as
a third way out of the pre-
sent crisis of civilisation is
Humanism, which is not a
sect, but the outcome of a
long tradition that has in-
spired many of the world's
thinkers and creative artists
and given rise to science it-
self

“Ethical Humanism unites
all those who cannot any
longer believe the various
creeds and are willing to base
their convictions on respect
for man as a spiritual and
moral being

“The fundamentals of
modern, ethical Humanism
are as follows:

1. It is democratic

2. It seeks to use science
creatively, not destructively

3. Humanism is ethical. It
affirms the dignity of man
and the right of individual to

the greatest possible free-
dom of development com-
patible with the rights of
others

4. It insists that personal
liberty is an end that must be
combined with social re-
sponsibility in order that it
shall not be sacrificed to the
improvement of material
conditions
5. It is a way of life, aiming
at the maximum possible ful-
filment, through the cultiva-
tion of ethical and creative
living

*Ethical Humanism is thus
a faith that answers the chal-
lenge of our times. We call
upon all men who share this
conviction o
themselves with us in this
cause."”

Since the start in 1952, the
IHEU had established its
headquarters and  secre-

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. LITTLE
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Arncliffe, 2205
Phone: 599 7348

associate

WoOD COFFILL
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(Al Branches)80 0396
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the
planned their first world con-

““Not a sect, but
the outcome of
a long tradition”

the American Humanist Association,

the British
Humanist

Union,
Dutch

tariat at Utrecht, it issues a
quarterly magazine
*“*International Huma-
nism”, and its seven found-
ing members have increased
to include more than 30
societies in more than 20
countries as well as members
in areas where groups do not
as yet exist

It has consultative status
with UNESCO as a non-
governmental  organisation
and a number of United
Nations' posts have been and

are now occupied by
members of humanist
organisations

Humanism in
Australia

In Australian, the NSW
Humanist Society was
formed in 1960 and by the

time of the formation of the
Council of Australian
Humanist Societies in 1966
there were similar organisa-
Lions in Most states

The central council does
not override the indepen-
dence of the constituent
societies but aims to co-
ordinate certain activities of
the state societies and also
supervises the quarterly
journal **The Australian
Humanist™

The NSW  Humanist
Society has experienced a
rising membership and has,
in turn, given rise to other
organisations such as the
Secular Education Society,
the Council for Civil Liber-
ties, and the Abortion Law Re-
form Association.

As well as holding monthly
meetings and organising
yvouth camps (catering for
ages 8-19 years) and supply-
ing speakers for public
occasions the NSW society
has been responsible,
through its sub-commit-
tees, tor publishing material
on Termination of Preg-
nancy, Sterilization, “ontra-
ception, Venereal Diseases,
Marriage and Funeral Ser-
vices, Humanist Education
(Books for Children, Books
for Parents) and Sex Educa-
tion.

It is of interest also to note
that the NSW society has be-
come affiliated with a num-
ber of other organisations
with which it is in sympathy,
eg, the IHEU, the United
Nations Association of Aus-
tralia, the Australian
National Television Council
the Workers Education
Association, the NSW
Association of Mental
Health, the Federal Council
for the Advancement of Abo-
rigines and Torres Strait
Islanders, the Foundation of
Aboriginal Affairs and the
Overseas Service Bureau

They are also accredited

sponsors of United King-
dom migrants
One achievement ol

Humanists in  Australia
which deserves special men-
tion is the publication in
1969 of the book “A Huma-
nist View" edited by vice-
cha rman of NSW

By the Rev B. L. Smith, Senior Lecturer,
Moore Theological College.

Humanist Society, lan Ed-
wards

This volume contains 17
essays contributed by promi-
nent members of Humanist
Societies in  Australia
dealing with various issues of
immediate and continuing
concern

As an index to some of the
more central assumptions
of the modern Humanist
movement and of the
directions in  which the
movement is proceeding
this book is most nseful

Humanist
posture

When one turns to examine
what Humanists believe this
is not altogether easy. This is
due to two main factors
First, individual members are
not coerced in sharing similar
beliefs but, on the contrary,
differences of opinion on a
variety of matters is ex-
pected and accommodated;
and second, in a world of
expanding knowledge and
changing ideas Humanist
societies do not see them
selves as cherishing unchang
ing attitudes

Nevertheless
characteristic
emerge amongst
may note the following

1. Materialism: |ur
Edwards Humanism
“Is materialistic in regard
ing life and mind as having
arisen by evolutionary pro

certain
deas do

which we

says

cesses  out  of inorganic
matler without the inter
vention of either a super
natural power or a ‘life
force (*Humanist View"
pix)

This rejection of the super-
natural, whether religiously
or philosophically
ceived, is a basic attitude of
Humanist writers

Thus, for instance, A. K
Stout writes, “The principles
(of Humanism) have to be

con-

constantly restated and re
formulated in the face of
changing  experience,  but

always in the spirit of huma-
nsm

*Consequently  there s
room for discussion and
disagreement and develop-
ment, though some tenets
for example, the rejection ¢f
the supernatural can not
be abandoned without aban-
doning humanism.” (ibid p
43).

Humanism is
unalterably
and materialistic

Empirical
outlook

2. Empiricism: Humanists
are persuaded that the
empirical approach of the
sciences provides the only
route in man's truth about
himself and about the opti-
mum conditions under which
life may be lived

T'hus, religious or meta-
physical foundations for
personal or social conduct
are never .ulcuu\ﬂc but must
give way to techniques of
observation and  experi-

apparently
naturalistic

ment conducted in an atti-
tude of openness to the
future

Alex Carey says
“Humanist outlook is

""Concerned with
the improvement
of the social lot”

marked by a fairly simply
conceived empiricism as far
as social advance is con-
cerned: by a somewhat
modest view of human
rationality, which sees our
securest way forward not in

THIS WEEK'S
FEATURE:
HUMANISM —

ITS HISTORY
DEVELOPMENT

quasi-inspirational or revo-
lutionary  solutions  which
aspire to take us by sudden
jumps in the direction
of the ‘right' and the ‘true’
but in cultivating an
undogmatism which could
greatly speed up the process

of  progressively  elimina-
ting patently wrong solu
tions and giving a run to any
others among the i
alternative: for

empirical case can be made
(*What is Humanism?")
C .
oncern Is
ism: Huma-

nists are concerned with the

improvement of the social
lot

Thus the various societies
are regularly pressing for re
forms in various fields. Such

issues as a world populatior
and world peace; preserva
tion of the environment;
discrimination on racial, reli
gious and political grounds
education; mental and phy

sical health: civil liberties
crime and punishment; mur
riage and divorce: sexual

behaviour

On all these fronts there is
constant campaigning und
repeated pressure

The ideal is that of the
“Open Society" within which
there is the maximum of indi-

vidual independence based
upon interdependence

“The Utilitarian  social
philosophy of Jeremy Ben-
tham, leavened and made
wholesome by John Stuart
Mill's  postscript  *'On
Liberty"”, translated into a
modern idiom and brought

up to date with new possi-
bilities, new necessities und
new dangers, is the humanist
social philosophy today, and

substantially will  be
permanently so
“The criterion is ‘utility’

which Bentham humanised
in the borrowed phrase ‘the
greatest happiness of the
greatest number', and ‘each
15 to count for one and no one
for more than one’

“Also, in this philosophy
rules (laws) are a necessary
evil, and the fewer the
better.” (H. J. Blackham's
‘Humanism’', 1968 p55)

Disbelieve
divine plan

4. Optimism: Because, as
Ronald Strahan says, “We're
here because we're here
because we're here ' and
that man is “far from
being the culmination of a
divine plan" ("A Humanist
View" p 11) man is shut up to
his own resources in the
shaping of his own future

It requires faith for man to

believe that he will in fact
continue along the path of
progress

H. J. Blackham has said,

“Humanism, as a universal
basis for living depends on
the improvement of the
social lot for all or for the
great majority, so that they
are not mocked by the lot-
tery of birth, so that each is
offered the conditions of a
life, worthy to be called
human

“This calls for the creation
of a human providence and
for the confidence that
natural and social resources
and human abilities and vir
tues are equal to doing this

Humanists think
who hold 10 the

not being

‘Just as
il those

rehigious faiths are

realistic  about the
conditions of
tence
still stand by the
faiths think that Humanists
are not being realistic
the historical conditions of
human existence think
that men are not capabie of
their problems in a
way that will make any great
difference to human pros-
pects; they do not expect
that men will they
do not think that 1o realise

cosmi¢
human  exis-

so most of those who

religious

about

they

solving

because

the better and avoid the
worse possibilities open
them they will raise the

historical conditions
mankind to the threshold
entry into human fufilment

“This too is a question of
faith, but of faith that
depends more on action than
on beliel

“In this Humanism

is deed, not creed

sense

“But both forms of fuith go
beyond the evidence in their
very different ways

“Both h confidence,
and in both cases confidence
is liable to fail

“Both seek 1o
strength by
(*Religions and the Promise
of the Twentieth Century”,
Ed G. S. Metraux and |
Crouzet, 1965 p 176)

reinforce

association.”

""Humanists quick
to point out
inconsistencies”’

The present
situation

The Humanist societies
have certain advantages at
the present moment which
are facilitating their work
ing-effectiveness  within
sociely

First, the present organisa-
tions are relatively mew and
they show all the enthusiasm
and drive which one might ex-
pect from new organisations

Second, they are still a
minority and this means that
they press their claims and en-
deavour to wrest the leader-
ship from other and older
sources of social influence

Third, they are confronted
by disunity and theological

confusion in Christian
churches
Their possible foes, on

some matters at least, are in a,
state of considerable disar-
ray

Fourth, the Humanists
persuaded that the me
outlook of the modern man
is already on their side

“The foreground
and middle distance of any
educated view today is filled

whole

by this imt humanism

whate It 1T
held. Thi the moder t
look.” (Religions ete p 177)

o loPaged

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution)
EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
Ri 3r Road, Greenwich
These hospitals (320 beds)
undertake specialised medical
and nursing care of chronically
il patients of any age,
nationality or religious faith,
These hospitais are co-
operating with certain general
hospitals In the retraining of
eligible patients to return to
their normal environment
(home, etc).
Your help is urgently needed for
our immediate and future
needs, including the
rehabilitation units at each
hospital.
PLEASE REMEMBER
THE HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL
All donations over $2 are
allowable deductions for
income tax purposes.
For further information, phone
or write to.

The Chief Executive Officer
Box 124, Post Office
Petersham, NSW, 2049
56 5621 56 8871

Support programme

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY

The Right Reverend Howe!l Witt
at two Sydney suburban
St Martin's, Kensington

St Paul's Carlingford

Both commencing 8 pm

audio visua!
- Retiring offertory

MINI RALLIES
October 29th

October 31st

- Musica
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‘A belief which claims that HUMANISTS' The influence of Humanists

'nothing exists except
the material things’

Humanism is a modern name for a much
older attitude, which denies the spiritual, the
supernatural, the heavenly, and believes that
nothing exists except the material things we see

around us.

In Pilgrims Progress,
John Bumyan in the 17th
century wrote “Heaven is
but as a fable to some, and
things here are counted the
only things substantial™ (p
267 Penguin Ed).

I'his  attitwde became a
recognisable movement  al
the time of the French Revo-

lution, when the catch-cry of
the National convention was
“no God, no master”, and a
secularist  programme  for
the nation vas adopted.

“Inroads into
church”

During the last century this

secularist movement made

BRITISH HUMANISTS
0PPOSE ALL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The British Humanist

Association,

known for its

vigorous opposition to all forms of religious education, is
opposing a scheme for Muslims in Manchester to be al-
lowed to open their own school.

I'his was reported recently
in the English “Church
Times™.

The report claimed the
latest newsletter of the BHA
said members should seize
the chance of renewing their
attacks on all church-based
schools

A draft Bill, making wide-
ranging changes in the 1944
Education Act 1o enable all
religions to be eliminated
from schools, 1s Lo be sent 0

MPs and other interested
parties
The Bill would make

changes in the law drastic
enough Lo “cause some stir in
educational circles,”  says
the BHA. However, “with
sufficient ‘push’ from BHA
members it might even be
adopted and enacted by the
Government.”

The Humanists' aim is to
take the opportunity of the
discussion raised by the ques-
tion of Muslim schools to
attack religious schools in
general.

Their aim is to abolish all
church of England and
Roman Catholic schools

They also want to see the
ending of all religious educa-
tion in State schools

The newsletter calls for a
campaign for the ending of
such education, and its re
placement with an “agreed
syllabus™ following a “‘dia-
logue” between Humanists
und other interested groups

In a similar vein, at their
recent annual meeting,
members of the BHA called
for the abolition of all chap-
lains in hospitals and the
Armed Forces, and their
replacement by counsel-
lors, non-religious in
character, paid for by the
State

They also welcomed *“‘the
trend towards discussion ol
controversial topics such as

family planning, homo
sexuality, and drugs in
secondary  schools, which
often involves lectures by

outside speakers.”

But they expressed ‘‘deep
concern at the activities of
the anti-ubortion organisa-
tions,” the representatives ol
which address schools in a
similar way
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By Dr D. B. Knmox, Priacipal, Moore
Theological College, Sydmey.

great inroads into the
Christian  church by the
method of undermining the
Bible as God's word

Within the churches it is
kmown as Modernism.

It also expressed itself out-
side the churches in
Rationalist associations

which now call themselves
Humanists
A recent Penguin paper-

back by H. S. Blackham
entitled “Humanism' begins
by stating the fundamental
Humanist assumptions,
namely that man is on his
own in this world, and that
this life is all

This provides the basic
Humanist world view no
supernatural; God does not
exist

The chief objection to this
world view of Humanism, is
that it is not true. It does not
take into account all the
observable facts. It denies the
reality of the experience of
those who testify of their rela-
tion with God.

Take for example, the life
and teaching of Jesus of Naza-
reth.

Jesus
“deluded”’

The Humanist must
dismiss Jesus as a deluded
deceiver. So too, he has to
dismiss the evidence of His
resurrection on which the
Christian Gospel is based, as
s0 much untruth, in spite of
the testimony of the honest
men who experienced it

The Humanist must further
jgnore the testimony ol
Christians that through faith
in Jesus they have entered a
relationship with  God
through His Spirit that is real
and satisfving and which
renovates their whole life and
character

This claim of Christians
that the Holy Spirit's pre-
sence changes their life and
brings them into a real and
satisfying  fellowship  with
God through forgiveness in
Jesus is true and may be veri-
fied.

But the Humanist has to
ignore or deny these facts of
experience

He also has to deny the
reality of answered prayer
and of divine provision
which is a daily experience
for Christians

So the chiel objection to
Humanism is that it is not
true and that it can only main-
tain its position by ignoring
important evidence

Other consequences follow
from its being out of con
formity with the facts

Courses of study are available to YOU to
meet these needs. Write or phone for

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
HOW USEFUL ARE YOU, REALLY, IN YOUR LOCAL CHURCH?
HOW PREPARED ARE YOU FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE,
IF GOD SHOULD CALL YOU?
details. Full-time,
Students.
|

SYDNEY MISSIONARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
43 BADMINTON ROAD, CROYDON, NSW, 2132
Phone: Sydney (STD 02) 747 4780

Residentiai or

Day
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Humanism
constricting

The first comsequence 10
note is that Humanism is il-
logical.

It confines the real to what
can be observed by the
human eye. What the eye
doesn't see, cannot exist. And
yet, at the same time, the
Humanist maintains that the
capacity of the human eye is

purely accidental the re-
sult to fortuitous develop-
ment in the evolutionary

struggle for existence
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And so by an extra-
ordinary coincidence the
capacity of the eye, brought
into being in this accidental
way, is to be regarded as an
authentic yard-stick for find-
ing out what exists and what
doesn't and on the basis of
this the conclusion is
reached that the super-
natural, the immaterial and
the spiritual, because they
are unobservable, are re-
garded ipso facto as nonexis-
tent

This is a completely illogi-
cal deduction

"Denigrates
faith”

Secondly,
illogical because 1t
grates faith

Relationships  with the
supernatural are, of course,
based on faith .

Humanism, therefore,
denies spiritual reality be-
cause it believes that
observation and not faith is
the way by which we learn
about reality

Yet faith is the basis of all
knowledge, whether reflec-
tive or observed. Faith is the
root ol science

For observation itsell is
based on our faith that our
sensitory experience corres-
ponds to reality.

Without faith giving us
certitude in our observa-
tion, science would not and
could not exisi

Therefore, science is pri-
marily based on faith and this
is true also il we reflect on
the fact that the forming of
axioms, which is funda-
mental to science, IS
grounded in faith

Humanism is
deni-

Logical
certitude

To prove any of the basic
rules of logic involves those
rules in the prool

Our certitude  with
reference 1O axioms 1s i pro-
duct of the faith structure of
our minds

Moreover, only in faith does
jence find its motive.
Science seeks the *“‘general
Law" but it can only work
with @ small handfui of ob-
served incidents.

Science mukes

universal

statements out of a very
limited number of instances

There is no logical justifica-
tion for this universalisation
of what is true of a few
things. It is an act of faith
Faith is the presupposition
of all demonstration

Thirdly, Humanism is il-
logical because it does not
carry to its conclusions its
first two premises; that man
is alone and that this life is all

For it goes on to add (in the
opening sentences of Black-
ham'’s book on Humanism)
two other assumptions

The assumption of re-
sponsibility for man’s own
life and for the life of man-
kind

Yet how is it possible to
speak of responsibility,
especially responsibility for
others, when the world view
is that the whole of existence
is materialistic and therefore
purposeless, for to whom is
one responsible?

And what meaning is there
in speaking about responsi-
bility for mankind when there
are no standards of judging
apart from one's own
opinions?

“Temporary
phenomenon”’

Humanism is only possible
in the aftermath of strong
Christian faith. It is a tempo-
rary phenomenon for it is in
a position of unstable equili
brium

There have been individual
humanists over a long period
of time as non-conforming
individuals in a theistic
society, but as a movement it
dates from the I8th century
and is a temporary lodging
place passing into militant
atheistic materialism.

In spite of high-sounding
talk about responsibility,
Humanism cannot  protect
the individual against the

state or against his fellow
man.

Take for example, the
Humanist theory of punish-
ment which treats the of-
fender as a sick person
needing remedial treatment

Presumably, the punish-
ment goes on till the remedy
is effected in the opinion of
the person imposing the
punishment, as in commu-
mst concentration camps
and prisons

In its outcome such a
theory of punishment s
tyrannous in the extreme

Much more humane is the
Christian view that we are
only entitled to punish our
fellow men in proportion to
their deserts

Could lead to
tyranny

Hitler regarded himself as
responsible  for mankind
when he eliminated the Jews,
the weak, the mentally
deficient

The Communist regards
himself as responsible for
mankind when he elimi
nates whole classes who may
be contrary to the ideals of
the Party

This leads to the undis
guised tyranny of a dictator
governing  ruthlessly, ulti-
mately in his own interests

For on Humanistic
there is no reason why he
should not

If we are our own and
have no judge but ourselves
and if this life is all, it follows
logically that we should do
what we think best for our
own lives.

It is illogical to limit this
by what other people regard
as their interests and which
we not necessarily allow to
be in their own interests,
especially if it is not in our
interests

Undisguised  selfishness,
in other words, is the only
logical position il we accept
the Humanist promise that
we are on our own and that
this life is all

bases

The challenge
of Humanism

o From page 3

Christian
response

What is the reaction of the
Christian to this new and
virile movement within
society? There are several
parts to the answer

First, we have to admit that
in the past we have not al-
ways welcomed enlightened
ideas and attitudes.

Christian pulpits have fre-
quently fulminated against
some matters which, at a
later time, they have quietly
accepted

Humanists are
point out these incon-
sistencies and we must be
warned by them to find
genuine theological reasons
for our opposition at the
present or in the future,

Second, increasingly we
should turn the spotlight of
the Word of God on the wide
front of Christian conduct.

Congregations need
teaching about conduct and

quick to

social attitudes which is
clearly grounded in the Bible

Third, Christians must not
be slow to involve them-
selves al every level of society
and bring their Christian in-
fluence to bear on the minds
of people

Humanists
sinners, too

Fourth, the Christian can
be quite sure that Huma-
nists, like everyone else, are
sinners and that this fact will
not only complicate their
best efforts but it will exhibit
itself in the various decisions
which they make about social
reform along the way (eg
Humanist  societies  have
recommended the liberali-
sing of laws on abortion, reli-

gionless education, greater
sexual permissiveness and
experimentation, liberal

divorce laws, and Euthen-
asia),

The Christian is convinced
that no individual or society
sins with impunity.

Evangelist — 25 years

Dr Billy Graham has
preached to more persons
than any other.

Dr Billy Graham celebrates
his 25th anniversary as a
“big time” evangelist this
month.

Huge crowds gathered at
the ivas cathedral™  set
up in Los Angeles for the
1949 crusade which gave the
evangelist  his  first  major
“hreak”

With heavy support from
the press, the then relatively

unknown Southern Baptist
Evangelist drew crowds of
6000 to the tent crusude

Media attention spread and
Mr Graham soon achieved
world recognition

This month an anniver-
sary celebration will be held
at the Hollywood Bowl to
commemorate that tent
crusade of 25 years ago

MANIFESTO

“We  believe that tradi-
tional dogmatic or authori-
tarian religions that place
revelation, God, ritual, or
creed above human needs and
experience do a  disservice
to the human species.

“Any account of nature
should pass the tests of scien-
tific evidence

“In our judgement, the
dogmas and myths of tradi-
tional religions do not, so
nature may indeed be
broader and deeper than we
now know; any new dis-
coveries, however, will but
enlarge our knowledge of the
natural

Too often traditional
faiths encourage dependence
rather than independence,
obedience rather than affir-
mation, fear rather than

courage
““‘Recently they have
generated combined social

action, with many signs of
relevance appearing in the
wake of the ‘God Is Dead’
theologies

“But we can discover no
divine purpose or provi-
dence for the human species,

“While there is much that
we do not know, humans are

responsible for what we are
or will become
“No diety will save us; we
must save ourselves
“Promise of immortal sal-

-
These are extracts rele-
vasl  to the Humanist
attitude 1o religion and
ethics and are from a
Manifesto on Hum "
ished in the 1973
issue of the “Australian
Humanist™.

We publish these
extracts se that our
readers may kmow what
the Humanists themselves
say on these subjects.

They confirm and under-
line the criticism made of
Humanism in the articles
published in this issue of
the “Church Record".

vation or fear of eternal dam-
nation are both illusory and
harmful

“They distract humans
from present concerns, from
self-actualisation, and from
rectifying injustices.

“Modern science discredits
such historic concepts as the
*Ghost in the Machine’ and
the *Seperable soul’

“Rather, science affirms
that the human species is an
emergence from  natural
evolutionary forces

“As far as we know, the

total personality is a
function of the biological
organism transacting in @

social and cultural context
“We affirm that moral
values derive their source
from human experience
“Ethics is autonomous
and situational, needing no
theological or  ideological
sanction

“Ethics stems from human
need and interest. To deny
this distorts the whole basis
of life

“Human life has meaning
because we create and
develop our future happi-
ness and the creative realisa-
tion of human needs and
desires, individually and in
shared enjoyment, are con
tinuous themes of humanism

“We strive for the good
life, here and now

“The goal is to pursue life's
enrichment despite
debasing forces of the vul-
garisation, commer-
cialisation bureaucrati-
sation, and dehumanisa
tion.”

“FOL petition not

A number of parents have
contacted the Sydney office
of the Festival of Light to
claim that & recent petition by
that association against TV
violence and sex was not
strongly enough worded.

This was stated in a news
item by the Festival of Light
this week and was given as
the reason why a number of
parents had refused to sign
the petition.

This misunderstanding
was said to have arisen
through the double meaning
of the word **standard™

The Petition read:

“To the Honourable the
Speaker and Members of the
House of Representatives in
Parliament assembled:

“The humble petition of
the undersigned citizens of

Human Need

Human beings have so
great a need to believe in
something that even those
who affect the most
disdainful religious scepti-
cism adhere to some philo-
sophy, take up the cudgel for
it, and are capable of
evincing the greatest intol-
erance toward anyone who
does not adopt it whole-
heartedly Paul Tournier

HELP

LEGACY

Australia respectiully
showeth

“That we strongly oppose
the easing of restrictions on
the importation, production
in Australia, sale or distri-
bution of pornographic
material whether in films,
printed matter or any other
format

“That any alterations to
the television programme
standards of the Australian
Broadcasting Control Board
which permits the exploit-
ation of sex or violence is
unacceptable to us

“Your petitioners there-
fore humbly pray that the
government  will take no
measures to interfere with the
existing television pro-
gramme standards or (0
permit easier entry into Aus-
tralia, or production in Aus-
tralia, of pornographic
material

“AND your petitioners, as
in duty bound, will ever
pray.”

The Festival statement this
week said that the use of the
word “‘standard” in the
petition referred to an actual
document called the
“Television Programme
Standards’  which was
supposed (o be used by the
Australian  Broadcasting
Control  Board and TV
Stations to control the quality
of TV in Australia.

“Unfortunately the
Federal Government Depart-

strong
enough”

ment of Media is planning to
redraft  these Standards
which may then conform with
the present low quality of
current TV programmes
rather than lifting the quality
of TV itself,” the statement
said

The Festival of Light
Director, Rev Fred Nile, said
“We are greatly
encouraged by the dramatic

response to our national
petition
“Over 107,000 persons

have already signed it.

“We urge all Australians
concerned about the increase
of violence and explicit sex on
TV, and the flood of porno-
graphy through newsagents
and theatres to sign this
historic petition.”

Additional free copies of
the petition were available
from FOL Office, 3rd Floor,
379 Kent Street, Sydney.

Mr Nile said all completed
petition forms should be
returned to the FOL Office at
least by November I, 1974,
so that they could be
presented in bulk on a day to
be announced to the Prime
Minister during the current
session  of Parliament in
Canberra

Bauich; Brisba: 713

“LAND OF THE CROSS"
TOURS '75

CHAPLAINS WANTED

* WHO ARE ECUMENICALLY MINDED

* WHO CAN PROMOTE AND ORGANISE

* WHO CAN COMBINE PASTORAL DUTY
WITH ACULTURAL HOLIDAY

PLEASE RING
Sydney: 6603333, ask for Frank Nairn; Melbourne: 347 2622, ask for Bryan
i 12¢ for Alex Forrest; Adelaide: 87 4019, ask for Paul
Kioeden; Perth: 28 6822, ask for lan Smith
(Full detalls posted on request)

JEWELLERY

NEW STOCK

HANDMADE DIAMOND, SAPPHIRE AND OPAL RINGS
Dozers of beautiful loose opals to set in rings
brooches, et

Top quality cultured pearl necklaces

New Address — FRANK AKEHURST
THE NATIONAL BUILDING
9th Floor — Suite 14
250 Pitt Street, Sydney. Phone 26 6368
Below retail prices — Watch Repairs and Insurance Valuations

pendants

SIGNWRITER |

All classes of
signwriting
Prompt Service
BOB LIDDLE 98 4137

“Painter and
Decorator

Only first-class materials used
and all work guaranteed
Free quotes given
Allan H. Murray
347 Roberts Rd, Greenacre
NSW, 2190
Phone: 759 8215 (Sydney)

"~ CAMP
TOUKLEY
TOUKLEY, NSW

Near lakes and surf
Small or large house parties

Good accommodation, max 130
Apply: The Superintendent
CAMP TOUKLEY
PO BOX 21, TOUKLEY, 2263
Phone: 043 96 4336

and active at simost every,
level of society. They have
members in most political
parties.

Their influence is particu-
larly strong in the Australia
Party. For all practical
purposes that party is the
political arm of the
humanist movement. Its
policies on social questions
are an almost carbon copy of
the Humanist programme
Its main candidate for the
Senate in NSW was Mrs
Brigit Gilling, a leading
member of the Humanist
Society

On moral questions the
ALP is currently strongly
influenced by humanist philo-
sophies The December,
1973, Editorial of the “Aus-
tralian  Humanist” stated,
“Much of what the new Aus-
Goverament  has
and attempted is
right slong the huma path,
especially those reforms insti-
tuted by Lionel Murphy. We
have u lot to be grateful for.
Senator Murphy has started
out on divorce law reform, has
moved into the field of civil
liberties in an organised way,
and has attempted necessary
trade practice reforms. We
have also had real progress in
homosexual law  reform.
Many ministers are humani-
stically inclined and if we do
not agree with Education
Minister Beazley's State Aid
policy, at least it is being
offered on & ‘needs’ basis.”

Last year the private mem-
bers bill to legalise abortion
on demand was promoted
and supported exclusively
by Labor members of the
Parliament  including  the
Prime Minister and many

in Australia today

senior ministers

Other active groups which
were formed by humanists or
are heavily influenced by
them are the Council for
Civil Liberties, abortion law
reform, divorce law reform
and penal reform groups
Humanists are prominent in
social work

The humanists sre very
skilful at gaining favourable
media coverage for their view-
points and exert influence in
Australia far beyond their
very small numbers.

An illustration of how suc-
cessful they have been in get-
ting their programme
accepted in the community
is the public education
system  which increasingly
reflects a basically humanist
view of life

Their initiatives have
brought forth a number of
reactions; the Right to Life
Association, the Festival of
Light, have been function
ing for some time and this
year the Family Action
Movement was formed with
the express purpose ol
reducing the likelihood of
Mrs Gilling being elected to
the Senate. Ironically, and
without the resources or sym
pathetic media coverage that
was available to Mrs Gilling
the FAM outpolled her

The Australia Party was
stung by this and recently in

NSW circulated clergy and
church groups complaining
about meetings held in

Churches which, it claimed
criticised  Australia  Party
candidates It protested
that many endorsed AP can

didates are practising Chris-
tians

The statement went on,
“The Party applies the con-
cept of morality to every area
of its policy and extends the
concept to cover wider areas
than personal ethics.”

The statement outlines
policies which it thinks creite
a climate in which family life
can Nourish, They appear to
follow closely humanist
policies. For example

* “Improve facilities at the
local level to enable social
workers to give help and
advice in the home in times of
family crisis

* Minimise the
divorce and protect the
rights of parents and chil-
dren within a legal frame-
work designed to care for und
dignify all concerned

* Eliminate the crime, de-

costs ol

privation, disease and
exploitation created by pros
titution, gambling and

abortion in an illegal setting
by providing for proper
supervision within the law

* Prevent sexual acts ol
consenting adults from
causing injury and distress to
others. Repeal legal res
trictions on the sexual
behaviour of consenting
adults in private

* Enable parents or guar

dians to supervise and con-
trol the access of their chil
dren to explicit  pictorial

material. Censor material
prepared for minors but
abolish. censorship In
relation to
able only to adults.’

o ToPage?

al  avail

mute

When you want
your children
to have a good start

~ What you need
is a little providence.

You want the best for your children. They should have it
They start well if they start Provident. A child’s account at
Provident earns top interest from the very start. As your
child grows so does that start you gave. The moncy grows
faster. It's invested in houses, There’s no charge for
keeping the account. You can add to it or withdraw at any
time. Any amount from $5 to $20,000 can be invested

Call or write today.
And start gettng a

your children.

PROV/IDENT
little providence for P E R . A N E N T

BULDING SOCETY LTD = EST 1945

107

36 York Street, Sydney. Phone 290-10J0, 29-2287.
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Positions
Vacant

BETHSHEAN NURSING HOME
Requires

For Sale oep arested

Phone: 35 3216, o write Matron,
67 Floss Street
Huristone Park, 2193

CONCRETE HLOCK MACHINE

CHILD CARE ASSISTANT
ve sm "

n position e

an woman able

"
' nsit

The Sydney City Mission
103 Bathurst Street, Sydney
Phone: 61 6136

Eiderly lady requires
HOUSEKEEPER/COMPANION
( & NSW

Apply In first instance to Rev G
Wainwright, PO Box 78, Dunedoo, NSW.

Phone: Dunedoo 209

CHRISTIAN HOUSE PARENTS I
January for hostel r s §

Phone: 94 1962
Box 229, MANLY

Accommodcﬂ:
To Let/Wanted

Wanted

SMALL UNFURNISHED be

Details: Sydney 6318047
Rev B. Johnson
18 Pritchard Street
Wentworthville

% 4§

Guests at the official tuble at the opening dinner of the 1974
Religious Booksellers' Group Convention, in Sydney, included
(left to right): Helen Harrison (Emu Book Agencies), Clifford
Warne (CETV), John Logan (S. John Bacon), the Rev Kevin
Engel (CMS and Australian Christian Literature Society), the
Very Rev Lance Shilton, Dean of Svdney (speaking), Ces Little
(Scripture Book Centre, Sydney), and the Rev Ron Briggs
(Baptist Supply Centre, Sydney ).

College appeals
for $9000

Moore Theological College
is seeking $9000 for its annual
Embertide Appeal this year.

The college’s honorary
treasurer Mr Neville
Mulone, said this week that
donations  wer allowable
taxation

[ Education — Neutral?

There is no religious
neutrality

All aspects

1sch

beer

slished tc

ure it

teaching is from a

biblical view
hools with religion
t with a God

entred view in all subjects

deductions  for
purposes

Mr Mulone said that this
vear $4000 had Dbeen
allocated for reduction of
the college deficit, and $5000
for the balance of annual loan
repavments on buildings

He said that, so far, $3400
had been received, leaving a
balance outstanding ol
$5600 this vear

plus b
For more informat
Parent-(l:or‘nrolled
Christian Schools
PO Box 458, Dee Why
2099.

An opening exists in

COOMA SCRIPTURE
UNION BOOKSHOP

for a person to maintain and develop
literature ministry in the Snowy Mountains and
far South Coast of NSW

this

REQUIREMENTS: Evangelical Christian pre-
ferably experienced in retail
book trade and school books
Driver's licence and car

Enquiries to: General Secretary,
Scripture Union (NSW)
129 York Street
Sydney, 2000

Phone: 290 1944
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New degrees through
ollege of Theology

The constitution of the Aus-
tralian College of Theology as
amended by General Synod in
1973 now provides for two
new degrees — that of
Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
and that of Master of
Theology (MTh),

For some time past, the
Board of Studies of the ACT,
whose membership now
includes three members of
the Moore College Staff (The
Principal, Dr W. J. Dum-
brell and the Rev B. |
Smith), has been endeavour-
ing to frame a syllabus to
implement the decision «f
General Synod in regard (0
the BTh

It is pleasing to be able to
report that agreement has
been reached to provide for a
three-year course

It is substantially resi-
dential in character, compris-
ing eleven subjects (seven
compulsory and four
electives)

It is expected the course

should operate from the
beginning of 1975, though
certain  procedural matters

still await resolution

Moore College has decided
that with the introduction of
the new ACT degree, the BTh
will  replace sub-
stantially the existing
teaching programme for the
first three years

course

This means, in effect, that
the present first year course
plus two years of lectured
ThL preparation will give

This item, by the Rev Dr
W. J. Dumbrell, has been
reprinted from the Moore
College *“News Bulletin”
issue of September, 1974,

way to a three years unified
course leading to a BTh.

At the same time, many of
the items which Moore
College regards as essential
for a basic course of training
for the ministry, namely the
pastoral and homiletical
content of the college course,

will be retained and built
around the introduced BTh
programme

The present fourth year

course will be slightly restruc-
tured in content to provide
continuity in  progression
with the adjusted three year
course

Additionally, with the
introduction of the new pro-
gramme, the college will
commence @ two-year
diploma course embracing
Biblical Studies, Doctrine
and Church History to
replace its present 1B and
11B courses

Such a rationalisation of

RELI
BOOKS

10US
LLERS

ATTEND SEMINAR

“Encourage young writers,
and people of talent. Let your
prime motivation be to make
the Gospel of Christ known.™

With these words, the Very
Rev Lance R. Shilton, Dean
of Sydney, emphasised the
need of Christian literature,
at the opening dinner of the
Religious Booksellers Group
Convention 1974, held in
Sydney from September | to

The opening function was
attended by 125 guests

Sixty publishing  houses
were represented by the 24
publishers and  publishing
agents on their stands, while
40 retail  bookstores
exhibited, including 8
interstate

also

from

During the following two
duys, a variety of seminars
provoked intense discussion
amongst those present

As one participant said,
“At last booksellers could
usk questions of publishers
which had been bothering
them for ages. Their answers
explained far more than
many letters could.”

An average of 100 attended
many of the seminars, which
covered such subjects as:

o “Retail Marketing and
Selling” by Mr R. Logan
(S. John Bacon)

and  Stock
Miss H
Book

¢ "Ordering

Control” by
Harrison
Agencies)

(Emu

anal paper for
sple — Cathol
7t and Reformed s

1
nted by Maxwell Printin
862 Elizabeth Street, ¥

Church Record Ltd. Sydney

o "Organising Your Shop
Displays™ by Mr A
fiddleton (The Village
Bookshop)

o 'Building Customer
Relationships™ by Rev K
Engel (CMS and the Aus-

tralian Christian Literature
Society)

¢ “Problem Solving Tech-
niques” a tape from the
USA

A newly formed steering
committee met on the final
day and a decision was
reached concerning future
plans

This included to plan for a
convention to take place in
1975, possibly in Sydney

the course structure of the
college has long been felt to
be desirable, and the need for
it has been underscored by
the results of a recent and
second most important
advance on the academic
front

As a result of negotiations
extending over some (wo
years, the college four-year
course has been approved as
a recognised course in
advanced education by the
Advanced Education Board
of NSW

For the time being, such
recognition is confined to the
UG2 (under-graduate) level
with the degree of Diploma of
Arts (DipA)

The way has been left open
for the college to make a
further submission in two or
three years time for full first
degree status for its four-year
course content,

This is @ most significant
advance as friends of the
college will realise.

The assessment conducted
by the visiting sub-committee
of the AEB did, however,
make some constructive
suggestions to the college as

to how the further
might be implemented

Some of these related to
the depth of academic
content in certain areas.

It is therefore hoped that
the move to the new teaching
content which the BTh will
offer will not only make the
college course more meaning-
ful as a vehicle for training
for the ministry, but will also
help to effect the academic
restructuring to which the
AEB's assessment pointed

It may be noted in passing,
that the other area to which
attention was directed in the
course of the assessment by
the AEB was the need for an
increased stafl to implement
the present college pro-
gramme.

It is pleasing indeed to be
able to report to friends of
the college developments of
this character

We hope that we shall be
able to seize the oppor-
tunities that the next few
years will bring us to provide
the most cffective and
personally satisfying course
in ministerial training that is
possible

move

FINANGE GRISIS
MET BY STUDENT
EVANGELICALS

The Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students
(formerly IVF), last month experienced its most serious

financial crisis ever.

Faced with a bank over-
draft of $9000 the Fellow-
ship was in the position of
not being able to pay its
many graduate staff workers
across Australia and in fact
was considering  issuing
immediate dismissal notices

The treasurer, Mr Keith
Mar, contacted nearly 3000
members and supporters in
carly September.

He said: “The accumulat-
ing deficiency month by
month and the loss of income
over the postal disruptions
has now brought us to this
Crisis point

*To be able to continue our
work and retain the services
of our staff we need at least
$6000 before September 13,

Church concern
over unemployment

Tasmania's Anglicans
called on the Federal Govern-
ment to take “immediate and
drastic action” to alleviate
textile industry unemploy-
ment in the Tamar area,

The report said: “In a
unanimous decision, the
Anglican Synod, meeting in
Hobart, urged the action on a
long-term basis

“A telegram will be sent to
Canberra, and local Federal
MPs will be asked to support
the call

“The Synod viewed with
extreme concern the situ-
ation of the textile industry in
the State, particularly Laun-
ceston

“Parish clergy were
encouraged and supported to
go out and minister in
whatever way possible to
those badly affected by the
economic depression in the
industry.”

A report in the Hobart
“Mercury”, September |1
issue, said: **The Rector of St
George's, Launceston (Rev
J. A. Senior) told Synod that
one-third of the 800 people
paid-off in the industry lived
in his parish

“He said a considerable
number were women,

*1 am concerned there are
a lot of families who are
going to find themselves in a
good deal of trouble

“Government  assistance
will be available to help them,
but a long-term solution is
needed,” he said

and an average of $1400 per
week thereafter.”
There was a
response Lo this call
More than 650 replies came
in within a few days — the
overdraft was removed and,
as at September 19 the Fellow-
ship was $16,000 in credit.
This is sufficient to keep
the Fellowship going for
another ten weeks
Mr lan Bernard, secretary
of the AFES said that the
crisis had forced the Fellow-
ship to reassess its role

dramatic

“If we are not able to
expand, in terms of staff we
will need to look at other
ways of helping students,” he
said

FIRE o0
ACCIDENT
MARINE

THE

LONDON &

LANCASHIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY
o

New South Wales Branch
1 YORK STREET, SYDNEY
Sydney Manager: M. A. Kille

Telephone: 20574

Founded 1932.

Founded 1932
works
missionary
Offices in

USA and Canada

our missionary
Evidence, write

'WORLD OUTREACH

Len J. Jones . . . Founder-Director

World Outreach

countries, with
Great
Zealand, Australia,

aggressively in 12
Home

Britain, New

South Africa,

If you wish to receive a free copy of
magazine

Australian Secretary,
Bob Cornwell

PO Box 105
Carlingford, NSW, 2118

The

Why
stop at
South Africa?

Sir,

It was very interesting to
read of the request by
ominent protestant church
r:lderl (“The Age’,
Melbourne) for 59 Aus-

tralian companies to give de-
tails of their business activi-
ties in South Africa.

Could some one tell me
why companies dealing with
South Africa should be
singled out.

Why not those firms who
deal with Soviet Russia and
satellites of that country

Isn't it a fact that Chris-
tians cannot worship freely
in the USSR. Isn't it a fact
that Christians are tortured
and persecuted in th
tries comprising the USSR?

Isn't it a fact that Chris-
tians are not persecuted in
South Africa?

I cannot understand the
thinking of the people who
wish to persecute South
Africans.

South Africa and Rhode-
sia are the only countries in
Africa which are a bulwark
against a Soviet and Chinese
takeover of all Africa

Yet we read of ACC and
WC(C promoting fierce
propaganda against these two
nations, with a Government
based on the Christian con-
cept

At one time, all the small
nations of Africa, under this
Westminster  form  of
Government, lived a rela-
tively safe and peaceful life

Once independence  was
granted, then we saw blood-
shed. Remember Uganda,
Biafra, Congo, and now we
see the same thing in
Portuguese colonies

How far are we going down
the Socialist road? Where do
we call a halt?

How many in the church
today condone this line of
thought?

We are aiding an alien cul-
ture, one that does not believe
in God as Jesus Christ, one
which openly states that there
is no God

Yet we are asked by
members of a Christian
church to aid and abet their
evil designs in this dark conti-
nent of Africa

We are asked to extinguish
the small light that is there.

Do this and you will see the
same bloodbath that has
already happened in the other
so-called free states of Africa

You will see Africa be-
come a Communist-con-
trolled continent and  all
access to Britain and Europe
cut off from the Cape of
Good Hope route

H. L. ABRECHT,
Narracan Road,
Trafalgar, Vic.

MOVING
MADE EASY

with

DAVIS VAN LINES
Australia-wide door-to-door
service

630 6222
157 BRIENS ROAD
NORTHMEAD
(Box 410, Parramatta)

Worth of
a Minister
is complex

Sir,
The article “What is the
worth of your minister?”

(“Record” 8/9/74) says that
he receives free accommoda-
tion — but this would not be
worth more than $2000 to
$2500 in most parishes.

1 would like to contend that
in this your journalist has
been led to a wrong conclu-
sion by neglect of at least the
following points:

1. Residence is enjoined
upon the clergyman both by
virtue of the import of the
41st Canon of 1604 and the
archbishop’s licence so that
to reside in his OWN home
is not an option open to the
parochial clergyman

It seems that his position is
unique since teachers, service-
men and the like always have
the option of choosing to
establish their residence at
their discretion

Provision is often made for
payment of disturbance allo-
wances for those required to
move frequently
2. The requirement ol
residence did not operate dis-
advantageously in  times
when it could reasonably
have been assumed that the
faithful pastor would never
lack a residence during his
lifetime should he so wish

But the industrialisation of
the ministry by compul-
sory retirement has altered
that

Unless he rises Lo episco-
pacy the maximum term ol
his ministry is now some-
thing less than 43 years,
during which time he must
allow for a home for retire-
ment

Thus anyone about to re-
tire now must have saved an
average of about $750 pa: a
possibility on $4000, but 40

years ago on, say, 500
pounds?
3. Consequently il resi-

dence is to be of any value to
him he must be financially
compensated  during  the
period of employment,

The principle involved in
industrial awards should
apply that where as a condi-
tion of employment one is re-
quired to reside where the
employer directs the
employee must be paid a
living-away-allowance

This applies whether he is
renting or buying his home

In fact this is the situation
of most clergymen since
during curacy there is no
entitlement to residence

| am aware that brevity has
led to oversimplification
but fuller argument will sus-
tain the point

4. In addition recent altera-
tions to Income Tax prac-
tice effect further disadvan-
tage, since if he has been able
to obtain his own home he
may not now claim his rates
as a deduction because both
in Canon Law and de facto it
cannot be his principle or
only residence

For equity it would seem
that he should now be paid
say $2000 to $2500 to allow
for the disadvantagement
he endures relative to other
industries (by virtue of the
imposition of the pre-indus-
trial requirement of resi-
dence) and, perhaps, compen-

work

Donations of $2.00 or more are
acknowledged by official rece)
Luke's Development Fund

ST LUKE’S HOSPITAL

18 ROSLYN STREET, POTTS POINT, SYDNEY
TELEPHONE: 35 3355

St Luke's Hospital has been established over 50 years. Medical practice and
patient care have taken (mmense strides in this period and St Luke's is proud of
the high reputation it has achieved, Now funds are needed to develop a modern
theatrs complex, intensive care unit and to Increase patient accommodation

St Luke's is a Church of England general hospital open 1o all creeds. As it is 3
non-profit arganisation, the Board appeals for your help to raise $500,000 for this

ax deductible, exempt from gift d
ease make your donat

C. R JAMES
Chief Executive Officer

Letters

sated for the loss of deducti-
bility of rates
Certainly he should not be

required to make what
amounts to a false
declaration by  describing

residence as a “benefit” to
him within the terms of S26e
of the Income Tax Assess-
ment Act!

(Rev) CYRIL D. TURNER,
St Paul’s Rectory,
Riverstone, NSW.

Inflation a
moral issue?

Sir,

Your interesting article on
inflation has caused me (o
consider.

As inflation is a moral as
well as an economic issue, |
think the ministers of the
church should attempt to set
an example in ways of meet-
ing the problem

Is it possible to stretch out
incomes a bit?

Can more attention be
given to fleet-buying of
motor cars, wholesale buy
ing of groceries, exchange of
parishes to reduce holiday
expenses’

Perhaps a budgeling ex-
pert could give advice to
clergy and their wives

We are living in times when
often people in the least
skilled jobs with the least
responsibility are being paid
more than the boss

Should we kick against this
cgalitarian system? and join
the rat race?

(Rev)J. R. BROWNING,

The Vicarage,
Nundle, NSW.

Ministers
may have to
earn own
living

Sir,

The article on the effect of
inflation upon the clergy
(“Record”, 8/9/74) has
reminded us again of the
belief held by some that many
of our ministers within the
foreseeable future will have
to carn their living in the
world.

No doubt those who
espouse this view would claim
Biblical sanction and cite
the case of St Paul himsell

Personally | hope it never
happens, and even if many
parishes cannot match infla-
tionary pressures, there
would be little excuse for
clergy working full-time in
secular pursuits

The Diocese of Sydney
with its vast capital assets
should be able to find an alter-
native way out, and indeed it
must.

The other point relevant to
this matter is that most
clergymen would qualify for
responsible and well paid
positions In importanl areas
of the business world, includ
ing the large co-operations

It should be pointed out,
however, to the exponents of
this view that practically all
companies employing
people in responsible posi-
tions expect them to be
“married” to the company

The corollary of this is
that there would be few if any
who would countenance a
clergyman in their service
five days a week and then
being responsible for a

Tours Lt

(AT CORNER OF BARRACK STREET)

of London. At no extra cost
handle all your travel requirements

5th FLOOR, ASBESTOS HO

For free, friendly |,nd courteous advice on travel a
MITCHELL'S INTERNATIONA
Accredited agents for all major airlines and shipping companies General agents for Frame:
our international exparts will promptly and efficiently

n‘y-whol e, consult

TOURS

USE, 65 YORK STREET, SYDNEY, NSW, 2000.

PHONE 29 4136

parish throughout the week-
end

Many even go to the ex-
tent of employing staff on a
contract basis, the terms of
which would make this sort
of thing virtually impossible

L. K. WOOD,

Camira Street,
West Pymble, NSW.

Retired
clergy
problems

Sir,

I commend vour article on
the effects of inflation on
clergy stipends.

Retired clergy are also vie-
tims of inflation

It increasingly erodes the
purchasing power of
Church of England Provi-
dent Fund Pensions for re-
tired clergy and others

The fund’s very,
substantial
be used to correct this situa-
tion

The fees for occasional ser-
vices and locums will also
need up-dating from time to
time officially by Dio
cesan authorities

(Rev) BRIAN DOOLEY,
Vice-President,
Retired Clergy Association.

very

reserves  could

Bachelor
Orders

. l 9
irregular!
Sir,

I read with interest D. B.
Knox's article on  “The
Ordination of Women"
(“Record”, 22/8/74).

His premise, that the
exclusive Biblical principle
governing ‘“‘ministries in the
church™ is that Christian
ministers are to be “Heads
of households™ and also that
“St Paul enjoins that the
Christian ministers are 10
be fathers” rather puts the
onus on the Anglican
Church in Australia and else-
where to set their houses in
order!

| could quickly name 20
single priests within  the
church in Australia, and two
bishops in nerby areas, who
do not hold the qualifica-
tions implied by Mr Knox's
scriptural references
Titus l:6and | Tim 1:1-12

The question that comes to
mind is, are their orders
“irregular™?

In this instance, | feel, that
Mr Knox is arguing Irom
rather shaky ground

MARIE KINGSTON,

Head Deaconness,
Tasmania.

Letters to the editor
should not exceed 300
words.

Role of

women
in the church

Sir,

You seem content (in your
August 22 issue) to note the
ordination of women (? to the
priesthood) as “irregular”
and to scorn it as unbiblical.

| am disappointed that you
do not use your columns
more positively

Why not determine what
the roles are that women
(married and  unmarried)
may exercise and then help
them to fulfil them?

concern
ms

expressed
otherwise be
over-defen-

Your
might
understood  as
sive and “‘chauvinistic’

And by all means be Bibli
cal. But D. B. Knox (whose
word on the subject you
quote in the
would never claim a
poly of Biblical truth

1ssue)
mono

same

Ought the Christian
congregation, lor instance
to be nothing but the Chris
tian household (family unit?)
writ large? Was it always so?

And what is a
view of a Christian

Biblical

house-

hold both then and (to be
practical and relevant) in
974?

Does a repressive and
authoritarian home mean

repressive,  authoritarian
congregational hie?

Where, indeed
authority reside in a
gation?

does
congre

Is it determined wholly by
sex and marital status as Dr
Knox's article might imply

But the Bible does indicate
church roles for women

God gives them gifts for
example, of prophecy (and
we must “despise not pro-

phesyings"), as well as ol
teaching and  “household
management™ (The exemplar

of Proverbs 31 is a career
woman if ever there was one!)

Why not, th re, give
space 1o exploring how best

1o employ these gilts t
the congregation
beyond?

And as God is the
can we alford not to?

giver

DrR.S. M.
WITHYCOMBE,
Carillon Avenue,
Newtown, NSW,

QBI Extension
Programme

The Queensland Bible
Institute officially announced
an extension programme (o
take place next year. The

QBI will hold “A Winter
School of Theology™ in
Townsville, in addition to

the regular Summer School at
the Institute in Brisbane at
Christmas.

Plans are under the super-
vision of the QBl with a
local Townsville Commit-
tee under the chairmanship
of Prof John Coekin of
James Cook University

It is planned to make this &
regular School in Townsville
each year and to extend to
other areas of the State and
probably interstate

The Townsville School will
seek to bring a sound Bible

and Missionary short term
training programme to all
parts of the Christian

Community

It is planned to fly at least
three of the QBI Faculty to
Townsville for two weeks of
intensive teaching and
preaching ministry. It was
partly with this extensioh
Ministry in mind that QBI
has appointed Dr
Goldsworthy to the
of Dean of the Institut
Goldsworthy is an exp in
the Old Testament and
should add great strength to
the virile faculty of QBI™, the
principal, Mr Geofl Paxton

said

Mr Paxton, said that
Townsville and the North of
Queensland  generally ATe
seen by us at QBI as their
responsibility

The Influence
of Humanism

o From Page 5

On August 25 another
organmisation was |HI||I~.'\l o
oppose the influence ol
humanism called the Human

Rights Association, It is
made up of members of the
major political parties and
has predominently Romun

Catholic membership
although one of the members
Mr Kevin Ryan, a Catholic
and prominent member of
the Labor Party, hopes it will
broaden its base to include
protestant vell

In line with this hope, the
speaker at the inaugural meet-
ing was Dr Claire Isbister, a
leading spokesman on social
questions and an Anglican.
Included in its manifesto is
the statement:

* “We reject  humanist
philosophies and  policies
which are  fundamentally
opposed to Christian beliel:
and which we believe threater
not only family life, but alsc
personal liberties

* We object to the permis
sive trends in the Arts ard
Media which portray and con-
done pornography
violence, homosexuality
abortion, euthanasia and un-
realistic life styles.”

MR WILLIAMS SAYS . ..

Mr Williams says he has
plenty of time to turn to God.

Don't brush aside oppor-
tunities, Mr Williams!

The Greeks represented
Opportunity as bald with no
hair by which she could be
caught as she turned away
and Med

The writer to the Hebrews
(12/17) says of Esau, “He
found no place of repen-
tance, though he sought it
carefully with tears.”

Esau bartered his birth-
right! He didn't care for the
spiritual  prerogatives ol
the first born.

He craved what would
satisfy and please his senses

He sold out to his brother
for a dish of meat

*He found no chance to re-
pent” (RSV) doen't mean he
wished to, and could not

but that the die was cast, the

decision was deemed final
Take care lest you be be-

trayed by passion into an uct

which may affect your entire
destiny

— By KEN ROUGHLEY

Based Ministry

AT
KATOOMBA

PO Box A70

70 YEARS AT KATOOMBA!

We Celebrate 70 Years of Vit

Exciting Bible

PLANTO Share with us the teaching of:

Bishop Chandu RAY (Pakistan)
Bishop J. L. REID (Sydney)
Rev E.C. LONG (Sydney)

CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
DECEMBER 26th-30th

ENQU!RIES: The Secretary
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The Australian 20 cent
Mainly About People
BRISBANE S
The Rev Robert Roy Braun, formerly Assistant Curate of
Stafford, as Assistant Curate of Christ Church
L1 R
i A e Pe "}”"”‘,\ SN . No 1573 First published 1880 Beatvarss b sosten 78 OCTOBER 17, 1974
arpentania, a ector o 1 aul's asl nsobance
I'he Rev Graham Henry Perry, of the Diocese of L
Rockhampt Priest-in-Charge wrish of Brisbane
Valley
Hn Rev Henry Taylor, formerly Vicar of Glen Innes in b
the CeSe Armidale, as Rector of St Peter's, Wynnum l" Pol A"n
The Commonwealth Secretary of the Bible
at LOIIdOll Bn exams Society in Australia, the Rev James Payne, l ’
Maoes . /Collegt. siudests. Stephen William  Hinks, Will .lllu‘nd a meeting of the United Bible
were again successful with Ross Melville Kennedy, Societies’ Executive Committee, in Poland,
lhn_mdon B  examinations  Rodney \' ’Hv‘\lm \LI\[\\"‘KL,I,‘ this month.
i g \ |\'\1,“ This is the first time the movement was finding
A Payne. Paul  United Bible Societies’ increasing opportunities for
ck Paul Blake Executive Committee  has  its activities in most Eastern ‘
met behind the Iron Curtain, European countries, he said,
The meeting will be held in A former Dean of Perth
Warsaw Mr Payne is the only Angli

Second Clas

Lower  Div
Marian Dahl
Gee, Peter
Rowland Mear
Third Class
Kenneth Gilbert Frewer
o Preliminary BD:
Pass Hug McKa
Begbic Gral Arth

“Few priests
affluent,”
says Editorial

“Few priests are affluent,
and the idea of working
priests is not a new one™ the
Brisbane  *“Courier-Mail"”
said in  an editorial on
September 4.

The editorial continued

Bishop of
Liverpool
for York

The Right Rev Stuart Yar-
worth Blanch, Bishop of Liver-
pool since 1966, was
nominated by the Queen on
Sept 13, for election as Arch-
bishop of York. He will
succeed the Most Rev Donald
Coggan, who moves to Canter-
bury in the New Year,

The Archbishop-desigr

six, and the

farmer in the Forest r
Educated 1 Alleyne
School, Dulwich, he worked
for four years in the office of
the Law Fire Insurance
Society in  London before
joining the Royal Air Force
there he served as a navi

tor in Transport Com

mand, mainly in the Far East

COLLEGE WARDEN

His subsequent acceptance
after demobilisation led to
his going to St Catherine
Society, Oxford, where he
gained a first in theology; and
to Wycliffe Hall. He
remained in the diocese of
Oxford to serve his title at
Highfield, and was then
Vicar of the country living of
Eynsham from 1952 to 1957,
when he returned to Wycliffe
Hall as Vice-Principal.

In 1960, when the late
Bishop Chavasse of
Rochester a the
ologica older
mer n old
deanery ich became
t r mbining
the po esidentiary
canor ne
( I“; ) ( i.)

B H] inch was chosen

..U.I Dr  Clhifford
\1ll‘lx it Liverpooi in 1966
and, as the voungest dioce
an in England, made a name
for himsell as a new-style
no-nonsense bishop
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Mr Pavyne is vice-chairman
f the UBS executive
commilttee

He said the fact that the
World Executive Committee
UBS was to meet in

| indication

nd was clear
wving Bible Society
Eastern

of the

i ement in
Europe

I'he Bible

Society

can member of the nine-man
executive committee, which
co-ordinates the activities of

56 national Bible Societies at

work in 160 countries and
territories

I'he committee administers
a budget of more than $10

million for translation,
production and distribution
of the Bible across the world

The Rev James Payne

Aust group back from world
Christian Endeavour rally

I'he Jamaican president of the Christian Endeavour
organisation addresses the recent 17th World Convention

through a German interpreter.

The convention was held

at Essen, Germany.

Husband-wife |
team
run boys’ home

A Tasmanian husband and
wife team had been ap-
pointed to run the Claren-
don Boys' llome at King-
ston Beach, the *“Mer-
cury”, Hobart, said on
September 11.

It said the appointment of
the Rev R. Upton and his
wife, Dorothy, as
administrator and matron
of Clarendon was an-
nounced at the Anglican
Synod in Hobart by the
Bishop of Tasmania (the
Rt Rev Dr R_E. Davies)

A bank officer before
entering the ministry, Mr
Upton completed his theo-
logical training at Moore
College, Sydney

He was ordained in
Hobart in 1963, and served
his curacy at Deloraine

Mr Upton had five years'
overseas  experience,
including 12 months’
studying at St Augustine's
College in  Canterbury,

L\l"i{l.md
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After study and work in
Europe, he was a chaplain
in the diocese of Argentina
and other parts of Eastern
South America

Since his return to Tas-
mania, he had beer rector
of the parishes of Derby-
Ringarooma, and more
recently, George Town,

He was also honorary
general secretary of the
Church Missionary Society
in Tasmania.

Mrs Upton is a double
certilicate nursing sister

She trained at Roya!
Prince Alfred Hospital and
the Royal North Shore
Hospitalin Sydney.

She has worked in hospi-
tals in Australia and over-
seas, including work with
children

Mrs Upton has also
worked in a Government
institution in  NSW  with
adults and children, and an
Anglican nursing home in
Sydney

A 37-member Australian
Christian Endeavour
delegation recently returned
from a 44-day world tour.

The delegation was led by
the honorary national direc-
tor the Rev Fred Nile and Mrs
Nile.

Mr Nile said on his return
that new CE unions had
been formed in Africa and
that groups had expanded
even in the Middle East, with
more than 2000
Endeavourers  participating
in recent rallies in Cairo

He said the main tour
highlight was the 17th World
CE Convention with 9000
Endeavourers attending
“inspiring rallies”, at
Germany

Essen,

World CE Conventions
are held every four years

The previous conventions
were held in Canada, 1970,
Belfast, 1966, and Sydney,
1962

The theme of the 17th

World Convention was
“Jesus Today and For-
ever," Mr Nile said

Delegates  travelled to
Essen from all around the
world, including 450 dele-
gates from the USA and 60

from Australia

Guest speakers included Dr
Stanley Mooneyham, the
president, World Vision, who
said; *“Time is running out for
our \\l)fid s five minutes
to midnight!"™

""REVIVAL OF
RELIGION IN
WEST,’” SAYS
DR RAMSAY

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr Michael Ramsay,
says he sees a revival of reli-
gion in the West, according
to a recent report from AAP-
Reuter, London,

T'he report referred to Dr
Ramsay's published review
of his primacy in a book
called “Canterbury  Pil-
grims"

Dr Ramsay, who will re-
tire on November 15, has
surveyed his |3-year “pil-
grimage” as leader of the
worldwide Anglican Com-
munion in the book

“Amid the pressures and
strains of life there is the
longing of the self to free
itsell from the dominance of
time and environment,” he
has written

“Many cults and some
drugs offer the promise of
this freedom: But there is a
difference between a  free-
dom which may be no more
than the shortest way out of

Manchester and a freedom
whereby the sell finds the
vigorous peace of moral
energy

Nothing matters more, he
declares, than that the reviv-
ing religious awareness

should be met by Chris-
Lianity

He sees leadership ot
world Christianity moving

from the West to the
churches of the “Third
World", who understand
their faith through the
medium of their concerns
poverty and the struggle for
justice

He declares himsell in
favour of the Church of Eng-
land choosing its own
bishops, at present ap-
pointed by the Queen on the
advice of the Prime Minister

New
Warden

at Morpeth

A new warden has been
appointed to St John's
College at Morpeth to imple-
ment a program of theologi-
cal education from next year.

He is Rev Dr R. S. Foster,
a renowned scholar of the
Old Testament and former
lecturer at the University of
Nottingham

~ being determined’

The Rev Peter Dawson of Tanzania has been appointed the
first overseas secretary of the Church Missionary Society.

curate at Penrith and curate-
in-charge of Mascot until he
was posted overseas

' “African |
church

This was announced
last week by the CMS
Federal Secretary (the
Rev Maurice S. Bette-
ridge).

Mr Betteridge said Mr
Dawson was expected to

commence duty early in

1975. h
“Federal Council decided grOWt

on the move ai last month’s

meeting,” he said. greatest
It is aimed at streamlin-

ing administrative pro

in history’

He is at present director
of Msalato Literature and
Christian  Education  Cen-
tre, Dodoma, and CMS
representative  for  the

cedure and piving greater
flexibility in  decision-mak-
mpe

“We also plan to have an
overseas commitiee o re-
place the present one opera
ting on a regional basis."”

Mr Dawson has been with  dioceses of Central Tanga
CMS in Tanzama since 1959 nyika and Morogoro

A graduate o Moore He is married with a son
Theological College, he was

and two daughters

Federal Council also dis-
cussed the “massive oppor-
tunities" presented in Africa

The regional secretary (the
Rev John Turner) said Afri-
can church growth was the
greatest in history since the
turning to Christ of the early
European peoples.

ordained in 1957, He was

REFORMATION
ISSUE:
OCTOBER 31

. Pﬂ‘mﬂ“_‘““liﬁm and *“The great animist world is
Justification. ‘urning over' like an ice
hu said Mr Turner
WPie " p ?
» “Pickpurse Purga It is taking up a new

tory. position which may be a
determining factor in
world history for the next

century.”

o The Scriptures alone.
o Guest Editorial.

IT it is true that the simple things in life are the best,
then it is time that we had a close look at the structures
of our denominations.

It would be artificial and, in any case, impossible of
achievement, to reproduce the simple forms of Church
life of the Apostolic age, but there is a simplicity which
characterises that age which we find attractive

However, we have created a juggernaut a4 massive,
demanding machine which eats up tens of thousands of
man hours a year in Committees, select Committees,
Sub-Committees and Panels.

There are rules of association — a body of legislation
which, in its application in the Synodal processes, is so
complex as to exalt the status of the legally-minded in
the Councils of the Church.

The complexities of our finances demand an army of
honorary accountants, actuaries, solicitors and consul-
tants in insurance, real estate and property development,
together with growing paid staffs.

At the same time as CMS
Australin  was  discussing
Iatest moves, the English
CMS General Secretary and
Bishop  Designate (Canon
John Taylor) told the
Northern Congress at Brad-

ford that overseas churches
had much to teach the
Western world.

“They can teach us how to
be a minority church,” he
said, “*but one on the up and
up.”

He said mission hospitals
of yesterday were now state
hospitals within the national
health  services of new
nations.

Miss Pauline Boyle is a Triple
Certficicated Nurse, from
Wollongong. She has spent
the last 10 months on leave
and home service. During her
last term in Africa Miss Boyle
was engaged in the instruc-
tion of midwifery students at
Kilamatinde Hospital.
— Photo courtesy
Testimony Communications.

EDITORIAL
"“Simple things in life are best’

One example of CMS activitie

in Africa is this group of Christian indigenes engaged in

drama production in Tanzania. The final script of this production will be put into
cassettes by CMS and distributed throughout parishes in that area.

DEAN CONCERNED AT
MARRIAGE SANCTITY

Clergymen should

Commenting on the Fede-
ral Government's Family Law
Bill, Dean Hazelwood said
that Christians had no real
right to expect a secular
government to have the same
view of marriage as the
Church,

However if there was a
divergence between the
definition of marriage held
by the two groups clergymen
could stop conducting mar-
riages as officers of the State

The State could perform

Even our internal processes have become so com-

mercialised that,

recently, a parish in one of the Dio-

ceses paid some several hundred dollars to promote an
Ordinance to provide for the distribution of money re-

ceived from a specific source

Men who have been called by God and ordained by
our church to the ministry of His word have taken up
roles which seem to have a diminishing relationship to
the primary ministries of teaching the Word of God, pro-

claiming the everlasting Gospel of Grace,

and being

faithful pastors and [riends to the Parish ministers

We are a people dedicated to the filling in of forms

There are licences for multitudinous things

faculties

and petitions and returns, statistics and analyses

It is true, of course, that all these things can be
rationalised. Seemingly good reasons may be deduced

for all of them.

stop
officers of the State if the law fails to uphold Christian (2.
marriage, Dean John Hazelwood, of Perth, suggested.

e ————)
Inside
this issue

e Sydney Synod —
performing  marriages as (early report — page
e Christian
series — page 4.
e Word and Life —
page 6.

e College of Preach-
ers — page 4.

o Festival of Light
rally — page 8.

e Ordination of
women  controversy
— page 8.

living
all marniages and a Chris
tian service could be held for
those who wanted it
The Family Law Bill
implied that marriage could
be terminated, while the
Church believed it was a
voluntary, life-long union
*“I don't like the Bill, but |
don’t think I have a right to
oppose it when Australia is
not a Christian nation,
“But if the Government's
definition of marriage is dif-
o Topage8

O

There are ways of negating the of Christ
without opposing it or distorting it, and this is the
problem which confronts the Church today. We are
blunting its edge, and hedging it about with ecclesia-
stical impedimenta. The spontaneous groups the
house churches, the counter-culture Jesus groups — are
not long range answers to the problems of Christianity
in the world today, but they do exhibit a characteristic
which many are finding exceedingly attractive
and that is simplicity. The denominational Churches
must heed the prophets who came in the Name of the
Lord saying, "*Let my people go"

But how? By giving to the local worshipping
congregation greater responsibility in matters which
affect the life of their fellowship. Unnecessary central
control over the life of the congregation should be
minimised and congregations should be enabled and
encouraged to be responsible for the quality of spiritual
life and ministry among themselves,

Gospel

Can a ‘holy war’ be justified? —page 3
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