ADELAIDE

Rev Merbert ¥, Willoughby, rect
St George's, Goodwood, p
due 10 retire in March

Rev Gordon L. Deot. rector of St
George's Alberton, since 1963, has resign
od s from May |

Rey John H. Stephenson, rector of St
Marys, Burra (Willochra), since 1968, has
*been appointed rector of St Jude's
Brighton, fr

ey Neville

fay &

A, Commell,  organising
secretary of the n Board of Mis
sions (Adelaide Diocese) since 1970, is
returning home this momth from his work

at St Coristopher's Episcopal Church
Suigon
BALLARAT
Davies, rector t

Rev  Ronald O,
msficld (Perth), from 1968, has beer

appointed rector of Christ Church, Mac

arthur, from February |

id A, Paterson, from the Di

we, South Africa, has beer

Halmoral

Dioc

o8
appointed locum tenens of
ey Gral

T 1 10
the British

Hillman has been appointed
minister  at  Warrnambool

an  assistant
from Febroary

BUNBURY

Rev David Murray, rector of  Lake
Grace since 1970, has been appointed res
tor of Jerramungup from February, 1974

Rev  William Maley commenced  his
ministry in Busselton in February

NEWCASTLE
Rev Terry Frewain has been appointed
0 Tarce
Rev Paul  Robertson
has been  appointed
Hamil
Rey am  McLeod, ¥
dained Deacon. has been appointed assist
ant minister at Toronto
Rev Peter Rushton, in charge of St
Marys, Weston, since 1968, has  beer
appointed rector of St. Luke's, Wallsen
from December, 1973
Rev Michael Cooper, assistant at Ham
1971, has been appointed |
Mary's, Weston, from D:

f

rom England
minister at

assist

m Plerce. F.R.CO
hurch

direstor
England

hrist Church Cathedral, New

astle, from February, 19
SYDNEY
Canon Sidney G. Stewart, rector of 8
Andrew s, weville, from 1949
iving in active  retireme st Lane
Cowe, died in Concord Hospital on 27t
February d 68, He is survived by his
wife a ur children
Rev Robert McEwin, ( ¢
Hill since 1971, has been )

Bush Church  Aid
Creek (Wllochr

rector of East

has been appoimed

Rev Michael

Claremont since

Bishop of
Bendigo
to retire

Right Rev. Ronald [
Richards, 65, Bishop of
Bendigo since 1957, has
announced that he will re-
tire in the latter half of the
year,

A native of Ballarat, he was
educated at Ballarat High School
and Trinity College, Melbourne
He graduated with honours in
philosophy

Except for the years 1941-45
when he was an AIF chaplain,
his entire ministry before going
to Bendigo was spent in Ballarat
diocese. He was archdeacon of
Ballarat  1950-57 and  vicar-
general 1952.57

rector of Gosaells
Sth March

ey Charles Hamilton has
stafl of the

Maddington from

joined the

Society of Sacred Mission

and will work in the Hollywood area

Archdencon Ralph  Thomas
Fremantle and archdeacon of
since 1964, has been given the
deacon Emeritus as from the
retirement (st February)

OVERSEAS

Canon John Taylor,
of the Church Missionary
land since 1963, has
will relinguish his position by
this year. Dr Taylor's service
SPAnS  near 30 years, He

sionary serv ganda in
became warden of the  Bish
Theological College
appointed CMS Africa sec
and general secretary in 1963

rector of
Fremantle
title Arck

date of his

secretary
in Eng

announced that he

the end of
with CMS

op _ Tucker

it Mukono, He was

Rev Frank Curtls, home secretary of

the Church Missionary Society
since Ogtober

tember. Prior 10 becoming hom
Mr Curtis had been an are
10 years

in England

winced  that

secretary for

Canon Henry Sutton, general secretary

f the South  American

Missionary

Society W England  sing 1958

quishes this position in April

King, Vicar of Christ Church

will be the new general secret
Ist May

relin
Rey Philip
Fulhan:
ary as from

Oak Hill lecturer
visits Melbourne for
mission and meetings

Rev Christopher H, B.
Byworth, a lecturer at Oak

Hill  Theological College,

London, will take a parish
mission and speak at other
gatherings in Melbourne late
this month and early April.

He was originally invited to
Melbourne by Rev Kevin Cur-
now, vicar of St Stephen’s, Grey
thorn, to take a parish mission
Since then, his program has been
extended

Mr Byworth graduated from
Oriel College, Oxford and later

World’s worst
paid journalist

A vacancy has arisen for
the world’s worst paid job

in journalism.

I'he job is that of Inf
and Public Relations (
the Anglican Bishop
Guinea, the Right Re
Hand

Current
and lodging) is $30
This is standard n

salary (plu
a

ormation

Mficer to
of New
v. David

s board

month
NUSSIONAry

stipend as paid to the Bishop him

self

I'he present holder of
Miss Susan Young, a N

IS quitting after seven ye
turn to newspaper life i

Intending applicants

the post
fethodist,
ars tore
1 Britain

need not

be Anglican, but should have a
firm Christian commitment and
be prepared to rough it

Miss Sosan Young

with honours in theology from
the University of Bristol (1963)
He graduated from the old Lon
don College of Divinity in 1964
and was ordained in Chelmsford
in 1965

He served in a number of
evangelical parishes before join
ing the staff of Oak Hill. He is
vitally interested in youth work,
radio ministry and hturgical re-
form

At the Toorak Convention on
March 30 his subject will be
‘Worship, Liturgy and Sacra
ments,” Chairman will be Bishop
Gerald Muston and Dr  Leon
Morris will take the Bible study

I'he Greythorn Mission will be
from Sunday, March 31 to Satur

day, April 6 and Christopher
Byworth will be the missioner

During  Holy Week Mr
Byworth will give a series of
addresses at St James', Ivanhoe,
from Monday, April 8 10
Wednesday April 10,

At the Belgrave Heights
Easter Convention, Mr Byworth
will again be the main speaker
His address will be ar 7 pm
cach evening from Good Friday
to Easter Monday, together with
a further address at 3 pm on
Good Friday.

>

On Tuesday, April 2 he will
speak at a men's luncheon in St
Paul's Cathedral Chapter House

He returns to London on
Tuesday, April 16

Bp. Robinson
in Tasmania

Right Rev Donald W. B.
Robinson, Bishop in Parra-
matta, spent the first week
in March fulfilling engage-
ments in Tasmania,

From 1 to 4 March he attend
ed a Scripture Union family
house party at Ulversione. It
was organised by the Tasmanian
SU secretary, Mr Ron Buckland
and was held at the Christian
Youth Centre

On Tuesday and Wednesday
5 and 6 March he was a speaker

at conferences of clergy and
laity at Launceston and Hobart
I'hese were organised by the
Bishop of Tasmania in prepar-
ation for “Encounter 75" the
diocesan year of evangelism

Bishop Robinson and Rev Dr
ABM spoke
conferences on the
‘Communicating  the
Gospel in the Seventies.”

Jlohn Munro of the
at  both
theme

NO WHEELS!

When cight-year-old Peter Hurms, of Bendigo, lost his little plastic bus some time

end of it. His father, Rev T, P, Harms, planted a crop of carrots and the family |

month,

ago, he thought that was the
arvested a

arrotmobile last

The carrot’s root had forced itself through a hole in the roof of the toy.
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TV SHOW “SLEAZY”
SAYS DEAN SHILTON

The low moral content of
some television programs
was turning Australia into
“a nation of peeping toms,”
the Dean of Sydney said

recently

Dean Shilton said the new
series “The Box" was “super
ficial, supercilious and sleazy.’

If this was what people really
liked to watch, as the ratings
appeared to indicate, it was “a
damning indictment upon the
people of this country,” he said

It dealt with the “unsavory
mixture of sex with children,

Immense difference

“The worst things that happen
10 s are not the fragedies either
big or little which come our way,
but the feeling which sometimes
accompanies them that no one
really cares

“There are two words which
can make an immense qualitative
difference to people: ‘I care.

(Dean T W. Thomas)

homosexuality, lesbianism, nud-
ity, bribery, drunkenness, swear
Ing, promiscuity and  blas-
phemy”, in a plot of “inconse-
quential trivality,

Dean  Shilton  said the St
Andrews Cathedral chapter had
written to the Broadcasting Con-
trol Board expressing deep con
cern at the low moral standard
of programs on Channel 10

The board had undertaken to
“maintain a close watch” on de-
velopments,

Media-conscious

Every Christmas and Easter
we give space 10 list special
church services on these religious
festivals. Yet this Christmas only
two churches bothered to let us
know <~ the Lutheran and
Catholic and we had to phone
the rest. In fairness, we found
the Church of Christ was not
having a Christmas service.”
(From the Alice Springs “Ad-
vocate,” January 3, 1974.)

Perth

plans for
evangelism

Plans for *“Celebration
75", Perth’s involvement in
the Australia-wide program
of evangelism for 1975, are
already being implemented.

Leading laymen from all the
parishes attended deanery con-
ferences on 24 February, They
discussed in considerable detail
the plans for Celebration 75
outlined in the Archbishop's
Advent pastoral letter to the
diocese of Perth,

Among the special visitors to
Perth for Celebration 75 will be
Right Rev George C. M. Wood-
roffe, Bishop of the Windward
Islands, Right Rev Janani J
Luwun, Bishop of Northern
Uganda, Bishop Samuel of South
India, Right Rev Cyril 1
Wickremesinghe, Bishop of
Kurunagala (Sri Lanka), Paul
Sudhakar of India and a min
ister from New Guinea yet 1o be
named
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Solzhenitsyn accuses

Russ

ignorin

ian Church of
g USSR

religious decline

Alexander  Solzhenitsyn,
the great Russian writer
and Nobel Prize winner, who
was expelled recently from
the USSR, is not so well
known as a deeply religious
man of the Russian Ortho-
dox faith,

In this open letter, written
before his expulsion to the
Patriarch of All Russia, he
criticises what he terms “a
situation in which our young
people have been snatched
away from the Christian
faith.”

His letter 10 the Patriarch,
quoted by the “Observer,” the
magazine of the United Church
in Canada, said:

“Your pastoral letter said that
parents should inculcate in their
children, along with a love for
their native land, a love for the
Church (and presumably for the
faith itself?) and that they
should reinforce this love by
their own good example,

As 1 heard this, there rose up
before me my own childhood,

Fiji’s
Cathedral
completed

Australians who have
visited Fiji and gazed with
some sadness on the long-
incomplete  Holy  Trinity
Cathedral in Suva, are in for
a shock when they next
visit that busy tourist port
and capital of the nation

After twenty years, a nave
has been added, costing 398,000
The addition is entirely util
naran .ll!\l contemporary and
will provide the parish with a
valuable meeting place as well
1s allowing plenty of space for
worship

I'he additions, to be complet
ed in April, are being paid for
by leasing diocesan freehold
land for development and also
from the Cathedral Building
Fund

' NextlIssue |
[ Dr. Allan Cole |
| writes on the |
{ EXORCIST )

e e e T Ty

the many church services |
attended, and the impression
they made on me, singular in
freshness and purity, which no
personal suffering and no in
tellectual theories were able later
1O erase

But why did you address this
honest appeal only 1o Russian
emigres? What about out chil-

dren should we inspire in
them a love of the Church or
not?

“‘Ne are robbing our children
when we deprive them of some-
thing they can never experience
again — the pure angelic con-
ception of worship. Yet the ways
of bringing them up in the faith
are totally barred to them. The
right 10 continue the faith of
their fathers is annulled, as is the
right of parents to bring up their
children in their own outlook on
life while you, hierarchs of
the Church, have accommodated
yourselves to this, even abetting
and finding in it a true sign of
freedom of religion.

“A state of affairs, that is, in
which we have 1o hand over our
defenceless children into the do.
main of atheist propaganda of
the most primitive and dishonest
kind.

“A situation in which our
young people whe have been

snatched away from the
Christian  faith - lest  they
should be infected by it are

left for their moral upbringing
only the abyss between the
propagandist’s notebook and the
criminal code.

“We have lost the radiant eth-
ical atmosphere of Christianity
in which for a millennium our
morals were grounded. We have
forfeited our way of life, our
outlook on the world, our folk
I(‘Hf. even the very name oy
which the Russian peasant was
known (krestianian, that s,
Christian). We are losing the last
features and marks of a
Christian people. Can this really
wt be the principal concern of
the Russian patriarch?

DESOLATE BUILDINGS

“The Russian  Church  ex-
presses ils concern about any
evil in distant Asia or Africa, It
never has anything at all to say
about things which are wrong
here at home. Seven years have
now passed since two  honest
priests confirmed by their own
sacrificial example that the pure
flame of the Christian faith had
not been snuffed out in our land
I'hey wrote to your predecessor,
setting out for him with a wealth
of detailed proof that voluntary
self-enslavement, even self-de-
Struction, 10 which the Russian
Church has been reduced. They
asked that anything untrue in
their letter should be pointed out
to them. But none of the Church
leaders took it upon himself to
refute them

*And what answer did they re
ceive? The simplest and the
harshest! For telling the truth

they were punished by being bar-
red from celebrating at the altar,

“As of today the one fearless
archbishop, Ermogen of Kaluga,
is stll exiled in his monastery
prison because he would not
allow his churches to be closed
or his icons and books to be
burnt, in a belated burst of rage
by that atheism which suceeded
in destroying so much in other
dioceses.

“Seven years have passed since
all this was proclaimed, but what
has changed? For every church
in regular use there have been 20
which have been demolished or
ruined beyond repair, and a fur-
ther 30 stnding desolate and
profaned. How many towns and
villages are there which have a
church at all within 100 or even
200 kilometres? The northern re-
gions of our country, the age-
long repository of the Russian
spirit, are now completely with-
out churches.

“The activists, people who
make financial sacrifices, and
others who leave money to the
Church, find that their every ef-
fort to restore even the smallest
church is blocked by the biased
legislation in the so-called sepa-
ration of Church and State, The
Gospel is nowhere 1o be obtained
I our country, so that copies
have to be brought 10 us from
.II\HV‘I\]. as missionaries onge
took them 1o Siberia

ATHEISTIC LEADERS

“Seven years have passed, and
the whole administration of the
Church is still conducted secretly
by the "Council for Religious Af-
fairs,” including the appointment
of pastors and bishops. The
Church is ruled dictatorially by
atheists a sight never before
seen in two millennia! The whole
of the Church’s property and the
use of Church funds the mite
contributed by pious fingers
15 under their control five
million rubles at a time are do
nated to outside funds with
grandiloquent  gestures while
beggars are thrown off the
church porch on their necks, and
there is nothing with which to
repair a leaking roof

“Priests have no rights in their
own parishes: only the act of
worship is entrusted to them for
the time being, so long as they
dd not go outside the church for
it. They have to ask permission
of the town council if they want
1o visit a sick person or enter the
churchyard

“By what reasoning is it
possible to convince oneself that
the planned destruction of the
spirit and the body of the
Church under the guidance of
atheists is the best way of pre-
serving it? Preserving - it for
whom? Certainlv not for Christ

“Let us not deceive ourselves
that  external  chains  have
power over our souls Things
were no easier at the birth of the
Christian faith; nevertheless it
held out and prospered. And it

showed us the way: sacrifice

Within our memory many of
our priests and fellow-believers
have accepted such a martyr
dom, worthy of the
Christians. But in those days
they were being thrown 1o
the lions whereas today you can
lose only your material well
being

early

‘In these days, as you go
down on your knees before the
cross, ask the Lord what other
purpose than sacrifice can there
be in your service 10 your
people, who have almost lost
their Christian countenance and
even the “pirit of the faith.”

WCC race
grants
opposed

Three ¢ Christians
ol different denomirations in
South Africa have expressed
strong disapproval of the
latest race grants to be made
by the World Council of
Churches.
Gran's 10 29
fighting racism were approved
by the WCC FExecutive Com-
miltee meeting at Bad Saarow,
East Germany in February.

organisations

The Anglican Bishop Alpheus
Zulu of Zululand, a WCC presi
dent, said that he was “surprised
and disappointed” by the deci-
sion

T'he Rev. Edwin Pons, General
Secretary of the Presbyterian
Church of Southern Africa, com-
mented: “While we need and
welcome a program to combat
racism such as the Council’s, we
oppose its methods of high-
lighting and spearheading it

The Rev. Stanley Pitts, Presi-
dent of the Methodist Church,
said: "l find it very difficult 10
believe the grant will not be used
for the purchase of arms. The
WCC claims it is financial aid
for humanitarian purposes —
education, social service and the
like — but they do not have any
control.”

Trinity
to Bris

Mr Norman Reid, B.
Comm., Th.L., bursar of
I'rinity Grammar School,
Summer Hill, NSW, since

1969, has been appointed
assistant - registrar  of the
diocese of Brisbane.

He will take up his post in
May and will be
synod on 17th June

installed at
At the end
of this year he will succeed Mr

bursar

ane

Roland St John as registrar of
the diocese

Before going 10 Trinity, M
Reid had been assistant registrar
in Brisbane. He will be bringing
to bear upon his work a
profound  experier in  the
management of church schools
which Brisbane diocese greatly
needs

While in Svdnev diocese he
was a  churchwarden of St
lohn's, Ashfield and a member
of the diocesan synod

Baptists resign

from

Embarrassed by the year-
old intention of the Roman
Catholic  Church to seek
membership of the Victorian
Council of Churches and
also by the theological view
points of some other mem-
ber  denominations,  the
Baptist Union of Victoria
has resigned its member-
ship of the VCC

The decision was taken in
March by the General Council
of the Baptist Union whose
chairman, Rev Norman Pell, re-
ferred to disaffection among
Victorian Baptists with publicly
stated theological viewpoints of
some VCC denominations and
their delegates

When Cardinal Knox of Mel
bourne announced a year ago
that the possibility of Roman
Catholic membership was being
taken up, some Baptists said that
if this happened their denomina-

«

VCC

tion would withdraw. Subsequent
voting in the Baptist Union re-
vealed a deep cleavage among its
members and it was felt that
withdrawal was better than per
petuating such a division

Fhe recent decision to with
draw is seen by some as saving
possible embarrassment (o the
Roman Catholic denomination
and to the VCC by resigning be
fore any decision was made
about Roman Catholic member
ship

The Baptist Union resolution
read: “Believing continued mem-
bership of the VCC is a matter
of serious potential division with
m our Union, which far out-
weighs any possible advantages,
the Union withdraws from mem-
bership without reference to
possible future Roman Catholic
participation in the V(¢

Roman Catholic membership
of the VCC is seen as likely to
be followed by membership in
NSW and then of the Australian
Cuncil of Churches
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Out of death into life

At Easter time we think of that strong prophet
from Nazareth going in silent dignity to a horrifying
execution. What s it about Him that grips our minds
and stirs our emotions to wonder, and perhaps to dread?

His personal authoritative power? His innocence?
The death of Christ, at the instigation of the Jews, at the
hands of the Romans, was the murder of an innocent
man. He had come with compassionate miracles which
proved His power. His miracles offended many as He
awoke their jealousy or broke their petty regulations. He
had come with splendid other-worldly teachings and spo
had come with splendid other-worldly teachings and
spoken with authority. His teaching provoked many to
opposition. He undermined their traditions or reproved
their hypocrisy

His authoritative power aroused such opposition
that men determined to do away with Him. But His
dignified innocence was just as provocative. His question
“Which of you can convict me of sin?” remained unans
wered. Pontius Pilate’s wife had warned her husband
“Have nothing to do with that just man,” while Pilate
said that he could find no fault in Him

T'here is a universal flaw in human nature by which
men cannot bear real goodness in the lives of their
fellows. It highlights their own imperfections. Their
faults are exposed by the uprightness, the honesty, the
courage of others. They are embarrassed and uncomfor
table. This is so even among imperfect people

How much more then is our discomfort heightened
by knowledge of the life of an absolutely perfect man
We know of that life of Christ. In the first century men
observed it, and it was their observation and experience
of His majestic and perfect innocence that flamed within
their hearts, not the flames of faith and dedication, but
the flames of fury and malicious intent

His absolute obedience to the moral law of God
His absolute faithfulness in teaching the Word of God
His demonstration of the compassionate power of God
— these factors led to the death of the Lord Jesus Christ

Sinful men killed Him. Yet in the eternal purpose of
God that very death was a victory over sin. It was a
triumph which, while not cancelling the sinful nature of
men in their earthly lives, would effect the cancellation
of guilt and the ultimate abolition of all sin from the
lives of all God's people

That is an achievement which should move us to
wonder, which is only heightened by the certainty of
Christ’s dynamic bodily resurrection. He is risen indeed
T'his fact is no mere appendix tacked on to the Gospel
It is a doctrinal cornerstone on which rests assurance of
immortality, the completeness .and finality of the atone-
ment, and a motivation for holy living

The grave could not hold Jesus. We do not come
through the Lenten season to Easter Day to lay wreaths
on His tomb. We come to rejoice in the supremacy of
God's Son over sin and death, over earthly life and
eternal life. We come with praise and thanks and hope to
Him

Men still have to die, but of those who are united
with Christ in His victory it is true to say that they
“have passed out of death into life.” (1 John 3:14)
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An Easter message

from Harry Birch

THE RESURRECTION

It is said that the late Sir
Edwyn Hoskyns used to
begin his lectures on the
Theology and Ethics of the
New Testament by a study
of passages about the Resur
rection, At first, his students
thought this was quite
wrong surely they ought

have started by examin-
ing the life words and death
of Jesus first?

No, the Resurrection is the
true starting place for the study
of the making and meaning of
the New Testament. We can go
on from that to say that the
neaning of the death of Christ
cannot  fully be understood

unless we start first at the Resur

rection. This seems contrary to

Rev. H. A. Birch is a
graduate of the University
of Durham and of Tyndale
Hall, Bristol. Before com-
ing to the parish of Sylvania
Heights, in NSW, he was for
some years a proctor in the
Convocation of Canterbury.

chronological thought, but never
theless it is true

The apostle Paul says “If you
confess with your lips that Jesus

is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved,
(Romans 10:9), and so the very
conditions of eternal salvation
are dependent on belief in the
raising of Jesus from the dead

How have people tried to
explain  way the resurrection?
T'he theories are extremely poor
and very unconvincing. Some
have described it as a myth,
which is an unsatisfactory state
ment. Others have regarded it as
a kind of survival. This was not
the message of the apostles

Their message rested upon a
resurrection, not a survival, Jesus
really died. He underwent the
whole experience of death in all
its bitterness. It was the doctrine

More on page 3

38 years’ service in
Iran and Egypt ends

With the death of Arch-
deacon David Gurney In
Iran on February 27 last
there came to a close 38
years of devoted service as
a CMS missionary in Iran
and Egypt (1950-56)

Late in 1935 the then rector of
Holy Trinity, Adelaide, the Rev
R. M. Filford, attended a com-
mittee meeting of the Church
Missionary Society in London,
and heard of the urgent need for
a science master at the Stuart
Memorial College (a Christian
foundation in Isfahen, Iran).

He cabled to the Adelaide
CMS. suggesting that  Harold
Cyril (David) Gurney, BSc, be
challenged with this need. Mr
Gurney had come from Perth a
few years plg\mu\l\ to be on the
staff of the Waite Institute and
was President of the CMS
League of Youth. The challenge
was gladly accepted, and on
February 18, 1936, Mr Gurney
was farewelled by the Church
Missionary Society at Holy Trin-
ity, Adelaide, and set out for his
life's work in an ancient land,
whose ways were as yet more of
the 19th than the 20th century

Mr Gurney's fiancee, Miss

Betty Macaulay, also a council
member of the CMS League of
Youth, and a trained teacher,
sailed early in 1937 for Iran in
the days when it was a com-
plicated journey by ship and
land to reach Isfahan, where she
and David were married in St
Luke's Church

In October, 1973, the Gurneys
came back to Australia after an
absence of 12 years. Although
Bishop Dehgani could not spare
David for more than four
months, they had a very happy
time in the fellowship of the
Church Missionary Society, and
with others

Their farewell service on
February 8, 1974, in Holy
Trinity, Adelaide, was an evident
expression of the mutual love
and appreciation which  exists
between the society and its mis-
sionaries however flong and far
may be the physical separation
between them

David made particular refer
ence to the concerned prayer for
them which is offered by the
missionary prayer groups, des-
pite the lack of personal letters
from himself or Betty, which the
calls upon their time did not
allow them to write

On February 16 they left

MR WILLIAMS SAYS

Mr Williams says he is
facing a serious operation
ind hopes to be able to
praise God after it's all over.

Isn't it now that you need the
songs of praise, Mr Williams?

The Psalmist said, “Thou shall
compass me about with _songs of
deliverance.” (Psalm 32.7)

Why “songs of deliverance
why not “deliverance” itself? Be-
cause the best way to deliver a
man from a calamity 1s to put a
song in his heart. You will either

By Ken Roughley

AN~ — T~

sink under this thing you face or
swim through it. The difference
between these lies in the com
parative amount of their pre-
vious cheer. They who have the
song already in their heart pass
over the Red Sea; they who have
no previous song are submerged
It is not the songs after the
battle that 1 ask; what I need
a song before the battle. It was
sung before Gethsemane was en-
tered by the Saviour. It preceded
the hour of sacrifice. Before the
sweat-drops  fell, before the
perils of the night came, the
voice came from heaven the
promise of glory was - given.

Jesus took the light with Him
into the Valley. It was not with-
out joy that He met the foe. The
song was with him in the night.

Sing after it is all over, by all
means, but you can't do \Allhﬂlll
the song before the conflict

Sydney for lran, and it came as
a great shock to learn by cable
from Betty that David had
“passed peacefully on February
. just 38 years since his first
going out to Iran

David Gurney's response to
that first call to missionary ser
vice in 1936 was that everyone
should go unless God distinctly
told him to stay at home, and
this was the attitude he took
whenever he addressed Mis-
sionary Summer Schools, or was
asked by a young person for
guidance re serving abroad.

No wonder that the CM.S
General Secretary could write to
him to say that a new candidate
was offering because she had felt
the call of God when the chal
lenge of Iran had been presented
to her at CM.S. Summer School
by the Gurneys. This whole-
hearted dedication to God's ser
vice was both the motivation and
the expression of David's life

Our outlook

Our outlook is one of this
world and not of the age to
come if our relation to temporal
associations and ties is one of ab-
sorption to the exclusion of
things eternal John Murray

Furniture Removals
and Storage

G. & C. Drew Pty Ltd
66 Smiths Avenue
Hurstville

{Local, Country and Interstate
Removals
Write or phone 508366
After hours 53 7377

Branches:

EASTWOOD-—4 East Parade
ROZELLE—93 Victoria Road

CARINGBAH—Kingsway, Willarong Road

MOTOR FUNERALS

LIMITED

30 CITY ROAD, SYDNEY—Tel.: 2114277 (4 lines)

524 7328
85 1955
82 1141

Is now

FRANK AKEHURST

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER

located in
“THE NATIONAL BUILDING"
9th' Floor—Suite 14
250 Pitt Street, Sydney. Phone 26 6368

30 Years Experience of Handmaking — First Cless Jewellery.
Specialising in Diamond Rings and Precious Stome Jowellery

Below retail prices — Watch Repairs and Insurens
Valuations

AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST

of Plato that immortality con-
sisted of the body dying, but the
soul continuing its life. The apos-
tolic teaching was that Jesus was
raised, not that He spiritually
survived

Some critics have suggested
that the disciples were seeing
imaginary visions when they saw
the resurrection appearances of
Christ. Again, this is a weak the
ory. The disciples were, in fact,
slow to grasp that Jesus was
alive, and slow to recognise Him,
but they did do so.

Others have thought that the
disciples saw visions sent by God
Himself — “the telegram from
heaven” theory, but that it did
not really happen. The critics
postulate a kind of “providential
falsehood.” It is more credible to
believe the traditicnal view that
the body was raised and glori-
fied.

There is also the swoon
theory, that the body was stolen,
and that Jesus left His body be-
fore crucifixion

None of these are convincing.
So much for the theories, What
of the facts?

We have the unambiguous
announcement of the New Testa-
ment that Jesus rose from the
dead and was exalted as King
and Lord. This is confirmed by
the following facts

1. The disciples were not anti-
cipating the resurrection,

In spite of the prophecies by
lesus, for example, “Destroy this
temple, .md in three days I will
raise it up,” the disciples did not
expect the resurrection. We can
therefore dismiss any view that
their belief in it sprang from a
projection of their own ex-
perience

. The  existence of  the
church.

WOOD (GFFLL FUNERALS

— PHONES —
Metropolitan (All
Branches) 80 0396.

Katoomba — Katoombz 41.

St. ANDREW’S
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL

A broad and progressive
education through primary
and secondary levels.
Scholarships for Cathedral
Choristers and Proba-
tioners. Nearly 400 boys
from all over the metro-
politan area are curreny
attending this unique
school in the heart of the
city. The exciting new
Cuthedral School opens in

Lxmnted vacancies for new
pupils.
Write or telephone for
more information.
511 KENT STREET,
SYDNEY, 2000.
TEL: 61 6491

What happened 1o change the
disciples from defeated and dis-
appointed men into those who
could bid the nation repent and
be baptised into the Name of
Christ, and could proclaim the
Crucifixion itself 1o be a Gospel?
T'he historians cannot avoid this
question

3. The evidence from religious
experience,

The disciples became subject to
the impact of Jesus Christ
moulding their minds and hearts.
In the case of Saul of Tarsus, the
impact began while he was per-
secuting the disciples of the cru-
cified Jesus. As we used to sing
in Sunday School, “You ask me
How I know He lives? He lives
within my heart.”

4. The evidence that  Jesus
appeared to the disciples,

Paul recalls it as being to
Peter, to the 12, to 500 brethren
at once, to James, to all the
apostles and, last of all, 1o him
self

The evidence of the empty
tomb.

The women found the se-
pulchre empty. Sin and death
had been conquered by the re-
surrection of Jesus from the
dead

The existence of the New
Festament.

It would never have been writ-
ten if Jesu, had not risen. Who
would have wanted to record the
life of a person whose career ter-
minated in a shameful death?

. The observance of the
Lord’s Day.

From the carliest times, the
church observed Sunday, the day
of our Lord's resurrection, in-
stead of Saturday as a day of
worship and later as the day of
rest. The old Jewish custom was
given up.

Paul says, “If Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching
is in vain and your faith is in
vain if Christ has not peen
raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins.” (I
Cor. 15:14, 17.)

Saving faith is resurrection
faith, The resurrection mmllu
the cross. What is demanded is
the outward confession and the
inward belief in him, that he has
been raised from the dead. These
are the conditions of salvation.
It is essential to believe that
Jesus has been raised. It was the
Father’s purpose in raising Him

—to restore others to life

As we approach Easter, 1974,
have you confessed that Jesus is
Lord? Is He the Lord of your
life?

Bishop Handley Moule once
said: “Confession with the mouth
is nothing less than the believer's
open loyalty to Christ. It is no
mere  recitation of even the
sacred Catholic Creed: which
may be recited as by an automa-
ton. It is the witness of the
whole man to Christ, as his own
discovered life and Lord.”

It is said of the late Dr Dale
of Birmingham, that he was pre-
paring his Easter sermon when it
suddenly dawned on him “Christ
is risen.” He paced up and down
his study saying this; it trans-
formed his ministry. Every Sun-
day after that he always included
an Easter hymn in the service,

Having briefly examined the
resurrection, we are in a position
to understand more fully the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus said “I, when 1 am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all
men to myself” (John 12:32).
Without an understanding of the
resurrection this  statement is
completely inexplicable.

QOur Lord’s teaching was
unique in many ways. But, in
particular, He constantly and
boldly .mcrlul hls importance to
the world, am the light of
the world,” 'I am lhc bread of
life,” “I am the door,” “A great-
er than Solomon is here,” but He
also said that “I am meek and
lowly in haar ™

We do not usually attach

, it is different. His divine

what he says
In John 12:32 we notice:

The forecasting of the

Passover —

sees the first sign of an abundant
harvest. He recognises that he is  ion. To the person in the world
beginning to pass out from Israel i was ignominy, shame, agony
into the world - the very lowest point of

The thought of it makes him

“When vou have lifted up the Son

importance 10 men's esti of Man. then you will know that
of themselves. But with | am He" (John 8:28)

Jesus recognised the necessity
of his death on the cross from
the very beginning

2. The glory of the cross:

We notice that Jesus regarded
the cross of shame as exaltation
or “lifting up.” There was, of
handful of Greeks had  course, the physical lifting up on
up to Jerusalem for the the cross. He certainly meant
desiring to  see that, but also there was some-
In that incident, Jesus thing deeper, something much
more wonderful in the descrip

is such that we accept

humiliation, but in Jesus’ view it

what must be gone Was the highest. He said “Now

through before that influence the hour is come when the Son
can be established. He realises
. like the corn of wheat that
falls into the ground, the condi- became obedient unto death
of fruitfulness for him is even death on a cross. Therefore
death. He is already within a few God has highly ex -||lu| Him™
hours of Gethsemane, and a few
days of the cross up

Much earlier, Jesus had said 3. The ma
“As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up”

of Man shall be glorified.” Jesus
was on the cross as King. “He

(Philippians 2:8), or “lifted him

gnetism of the cross:

We have all played about with
magnets or iron filings at school
Magnets play an important part
3:14). Later he had said in some pieces of machinery
Jesus is the greatest magnet the

WHAT HAPPENS

WHEN

CHURCH OF
ENGLAND

HOMES

world has ever known. “I, when
! am lifted up from the c.ulh.
will draw all men to myself

What is it about his death that
makes it the magnet that is so
powerful? Men are drawn by
cords of love. They may be driv-
en by other means, but they are
drawn only by love. It was the
supreme act of love because it
was a death voluntarily under-
taken for the world’s sins. You
de-magnetise Christianity if you
strike out the death on the cross,

From the cross and to the
cross he draws men of every
race and nation. “All men"
means men from every nation,
I'his verse does not teach the
deadly heresy of universalism.

It was a victory over the devil,
because Jesus on the cross
triumphed over the devil’s whole
philosophy of selfishness.

Without the resurrection then,
there would have been no draw
ing power of Christ on the cross
Jesus said, “No one can come 10
me unless the Father who sent
me draws him; and 1 will raise
him up at the last day” (John
6:44). This is the victory of
Easter

THE SOCIAL
WORKER
FINDS HE
CAN GO
HOME?

Only o few ago boys and
airls admitted 1o the Church of
Engla w.l Homes at Carlingford
‘u.\\! for ten, welve, fourteen
years, Now the average stay

only three years

1S all because of the s vork
er employed by the Homes. She
spends i lot of her time advising

Parents, encouraging econcin

tion of broken marriages. settin
up homes again so that children
can be taken back

Now. after only a short stay, chil-
dren can return home and feel

am with their own fame

SeCUr

ily. Tt also means that we can care
tor a lot m

children each yeum
Stand with us in the work by writ-
mg o

The Director, the Rev, Fred Rice,
Church of England Homes,

P.O. Box 41, Carlingford,

NSW, 2118,

Felephone 871 7333,

For free, friendly and courteous advice on travel anywhere, consult

MITCHELL’'S INTERNATIONAL

TOURS

Accredited agents for all major airlines and shipping companies. General agents for Frames
Tours Ltd,, of London. At no extra cost, our international experts will promptly and efficiently
handle all your travel requirements.

5th FLOOR, ASBESTOS HOUSE, 65 YORK STREET, SYDNEY, NSW, 2000. PHONE 29 4150

(AT CORNEHR OF BARRACK STREET)
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* ological colleges in England, a

.

enjoyed doing them just for the
exercise of being obliged to look
up their bibles

Our thanks are given to a civil
engineer who has wide Christian
interests who made them up
typed them out and did the black
and white drawings that went
with each. It was a ministry of
love

Incidentally, with our per
mission they were used by relig
1ous newspapers in New Zealand
and England

A grievous
infliction

l‘"]\\‘”i'l‘""l"': ,'Pji‘\:»‘:“;. llhcml.l"\m"“‘\l :;;: Dr Thomas Kw.‘l. \n‘hhhhn;:
Protestant Episcopal Church of Adelaide, writes with some
acerbity in his diocesan letter that
A physical merger is planned he has often been tempied, afte
for the Philadelphia Divinity a service, to remind the cl
School and the Episcopal Theo man “That he has no right what
logical  School n Cambridge ever to inflict a rigmarole about
Mass. The General Theological meetings of clubs, guilds, classes,
Seminary in New York is to re socicties, meetings, invitations to
main an independent but co barbecues upon his people in
operating member of the con the midst of their worship.
sortium which is now to bz We have been tempted to
responsible for theological train-  on” v ihic boring ' Sunday
ing in the north east performance was beinz  widely
The new institution from the replaced by the weekly bulletin
merger will be known as the which  Archbishop Reed also
Episcopal Divinity School favours., Probably it is not as
If we really had the will and widespread as we think
the desire to offer candidates for Anglican clergy of all ages
our ministry a reasonable stand- still _|‘[\p-.'.|.’ o )\L» victims of the
ard of training, Australia could widespread ignorance of what
be the next part of the Anglican are the basics of communication
communion t0 merge or close It is fatal to imagine that you
some of its feebly strugeling in only have to use certain words
stitutions  with  their full-time \ith 4 certain intention and you
teaching staff of one or even p.ve then got that intention
none across to your hearers, The regu-

lar reciters of weekly notices are

End Of an out of touch with Prayer Book

requirements and also with the

Old regular principles of communication. On

this latter score, our sixteenth

Bible Crossword No 77 in our century reformers knew more

issue of March 7 was the last of about worship us they knew
its tribe more about people

I'he first was published on
August 7, 1969, Over those vears

Notes and

Seminaries to
merge in USA

Following the trend for the
rationalising and merging of the-

we have had letters of apprecia-
tion from all over Australia and
beyond, telling us how both
readers and their children have

SYDNEY CITY MISSION
Christian Youth Worker

to develop and manage
a Drop-in Centre at
Darlinghurst, A chal-
lenging opportunity for
a responsible young
man of Christian matu-
rity who possesses in-
itiative and the desire
to communicate the
Gospel through per-
sonal contact. Experi-
ence in the field an ad-
vantage though not es-
sential.

Further information available
from
Mr R. Booker on 61 6136

England to
keep 1662

England’s General Synod after
long controversy has decided to
retain as both a permitted use
and as one criterion by which
standards of doctrine may be
judged, the present Book of
Common Prayer (1662)

Synod finally passed a few
weeks ago the Worship and Doc-
trine  which, if approved by
parliament, will give the Church
of England complete control of
the ordering of both its doctrine
and forms of worship

Strong opposition to the origi-
nal measure came from evangeli-
cals and other churchmen be
cause it was felt to oust the
present Prayer Book from its
postion as the safeguard of
sound doctrine,

The measure as finally passed
by the synod was seen as a
means of meeting niost of this
opposition and also of avoiding
some of the criticisms that it is
bound to meet from members of
both houses of parliament

The position of both the Book

- DOYOUKNOW °
WHAT ANSVAR
CANDO FORYOU?

Total abstinence is a highly personal ?
decision. So is your choice of insurance 2
i companies. ANSVAR, the insurance company
for total abstainers shares your feelings
and understands your needs
*
We're just a little closer to our customers :
than any other insurance company. i

We can give you blanket protection for your
house, your motor vehicle, and for the
well-being of every member of your family

Let ANSVAR help you. Ring for one of our
representatives to visit you soon. No
obligation. Just see what we're all about

Ring ANSVAR today . . hecause we think alike.

ANSVAR

VIC.: 18-22 Collins Street, Melbourns. 63 9711, N.S.W.: 210 Pitt

Street, Sydney. 61 6472, 16b Bolton Street, Newcastie, 7 4655, QLD.:

182 Ann_Street. Brisbane, 21 8449, S.A.: 33 Pirie Street, Adelaide. §
87 3564, W.A.: 167 St. George's Terrace, Perth. 21 6291 4
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Havsom S66A

of Common Prayer and the
Thirty Nine Articles is com-
pletely safeguarded in clause
four of the Constitution of the
Church of England in Australia
where it is stated as a “ruling
principle” that we “retain and
approve” the Prayer Book and
Articles.

The same clause also directs
that the Book of Common Pray-
er and the Thirty Nine Articles
‘be regarded as the authorised
standard  of worship and  doc-
trine in this Church and no alte
ration in or l‘\.'!l”l“;\l vanatuons
from the services or Articles
therein  contained  shall  con-
travene any principle of doctrine
or worship laid down in such
standard

AV A .
WCC race
.
grants again

Ihe World Council of
Churches maintains itself stead
ily on its disaster course by
another large money grant to 29
organisations, mostly in Africa
said to be combatting racism

While some of these orgainsa
tions, particularly FRELIMO, is
using men and money 1o murder
helpless black Africans, the form
that this financial aid takes con-
tinues to be a gratuitous affront
to large numbers of Christians
everywhere

The WCC admits that finally
it has no control over how the
money 1s spent and it must
accept some responsibility for
meeting violence with further
violence and bloodshed.

So far, the WCC has ignored
world Christian pleas to halt this
policy I'he  Archbishop of
Canterbury  has  spoken out
against it many times, The latest
1o join issue with the WCC is
Bishop Alphaeus Zulu of South
Africa who is one of the presi-

HYMNS AND HARMONY

“When Satan wants to enter a church, the choir is
the easiest door.” Cruel, but alas, often too true!

Assuming that we have a choir, keen and spiritual, we
ought to make the most of the good fortune

It was John Wesley (overshadowed musically by Charles,
but an author and translator of hymns in his own right) who
penned the following: A Word to Choirs

I. Sing all. See that you join with the congregation us
frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of weakness or
weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you
will find a blessing

2. Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing
15 1f you were half dead or half asleep: but lift up your voice
with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now. nor more
ishamed of its being heard, than when you sung the lays of
Satan

3. Sing modestly. Do not bawl so as 1o be heard above, or
distinct from, the rest of the congregation, that you may destroy
he harmony: but strive to unite your voices together so as to
make one clear melodious sound

4, Sing in time. What ever time is sung, be sure to keep with
it. Do not run before nor stay behind it; but attend closely 1o the
leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can. And
tuke care you sing not too slow, This drawiing way naturally
steals on all who are lazy; and it is high time to drive it out
from among us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we did at

first

5. Above all. Have an eye to God in every word you sing
Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself or any other creature
In order to do this, attend strictly to the sense of what you sing,
and see that your heart is not carried away with the sound, but
offered to God continaully. So shall your singing be such as the
Lord will approve, of here, and reward when He cometh in the
clouds of heaven

—DESCANT

dents of the WCX
he was “surprised and dis
appointed™ at the decision of the
WCC executive made at a meet- Earlier race grants had
ing in East Germany in Febru included money for Australian
ary Aborigines. One might be par

A WCC meeting in East Ger doned for wondering whose
many might be expected 1o play money was used to buy the gun
to the Communist gallery and in  and ammunition used by Abori

He said that sion. It is only sensitive, it
seems, to the defects of Western
nations

this instance, it played very loud gines 1o invade a Federal
ly. It never raises a voice against Government Department in Can
Communist colonialism and ex berra recently and detain senior

pansionism and religious oppres- officials for some hours

Scripture Union
at Sydney Show

In an effort to communi-
cate the gospel this Easter,
the Scripture Union is erect-
ing a multi-media  walk-
through exhibition at the
Sydney Royal Show.

The exhibition s directed
specifically at children. It will be
called a “Jungle Safari” and is
based on the popular Jungle
Doctor series written by Dr Paul
White and published by the
Scripture Union’s ANZEA

Inside the exhibition, children
(and their parents) will be able
to go on “safari” with an audio
visual, slides and displays, 1o
help them discover the secret
treasures of the Bible through
SU’s Bible Reading Aids

An attractive and economical
Jungle Doctor Safari Survival
Kit" will be on sale. Contents
include a snake that really
crawls, a hippo mask, a mobile
Jungle Doctor Game and comic
and sample copies of "Key" and
“Quest” Notes

Situated in the Manufacturers
Hall, the exhibition will be man
ned by a team of volunteers who
will be dressed in appropriate
explorers’ costumes

It will be open for the full
duration of the Show with the
exception of Good Friday and
Sundays

Norm Bennett, NSW general
secretary, said that over one
million men, women and child-
dren will visit the Sydney Royal
Show.

“These people, by and large,
are living without God. But, at
Easter, when people are possibly
thinking about the death and re-
surrection of Christ, we have an
excellent opportunity to present
the gospel in this imaginative
way.”

MERIDEN
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
12 Redmyre Road, Strathfield
BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL
Kindergarten to Higher School
Certificate and Matriculation,
For further information, apply

to the Hoadmistress,
Miss Sheila M. Morton, B.Sc.

]

A centenary
at Rozelle

SIR—May 1 seek the courtesy
of your columns 10 make known
to any who may be interested
that 1974 is the centenary year
of St Thomas' Church, at Ro
zelle, and that celebrations to
mark this occasion are being
planned for the weekend of 25th-
26th May

We are most anxious to hear
of any past parishioners who
would like to share in our cele-
brations,

People who know of such folk
or who are interested in being
with us l'\L‘”]\L‘l\L‘\. may receive
further information by writing to
the church wardens, P.O. Box 26
Rozelle. 2039, or by ringing the
rectory, 82 1072

A. M. McLaughlin, rector,
Rozelle, NSW,
Time to call a
halt to

~ .

State aid

SIR Recently a copy of
“Sunday Mail" of Britain was re
ceived in this office. A leading
feature by Mr Cliff Hanley
headed “Why split Scotland?”
dealt with the evil effect of hav
ing separate schools for Roman
Catholic and non-denominational
(government) schools for all
other children

Mr Hunley asks, “Do we have
to keep a system which keeps
two communities apart?”

The Chairman of the Ren
frewshire Education Committee
Mr Wm. McKeckin, accused the
Roman Catholic Church of be-
coming “the Universal enemy of
progress in education.”

He declared, It was narrow
and single-minded and had a
pathological fear of innovation
and was driven by an irrational
fear that any reduction in its
control over Catholic schools
would be magnified a thousand-
fold in its influence over individ-
ual Catholics,”

This same situation exists in
Northern Ireland and general
opinion believes this is the prime
cause of continued antagonistic
attitudes between people in that
land, and that if all children
went to common schools the
situation would be eliminated in
a school generation,

We believe that State Aid to

Letters

TO THE EDITOR

separatist schools (90 per cent of
which are controlled by the
Roman Catholic Church) is sow-
ing the seeds of division amongst
the people of Australia, and if
perpetuated by the Federal and
State Governments will lead to
deep bitterness and antagonisms.

We already have examples of
sectarian stand-over tactics
where the Roman Catholic
Church is now in a position 1o
threaten mass closures of its
school if more aid is not forth
coming from the public purse
State Aid was re-introduced ten
years ago at a time when separa
tist schools were gradually losing
their pupils which were being
rightly accommodated in the
Community Government School
svstem. There were no talks then
of further segregating the
community by establishing
migrant schools for Greeks.
Japanese, etc

However, due entirely to State
Aid we now have a school for
Japanese children in New South
Wales, and talk in Victoria of
establishing schools for Greek
children. The Hare Krishna and
Scientologists also are consid
ering establishing separate
schools for their children — all
due to State Aid!

Our country is seing divided
on religious, ethnic and social
grounds due to the Government's
policy of State Aid, which is
greatly damaging the only educa-
tion system which unites all chil-
dren regardless of race, colour or
creed under one roof — the
Community Government School
system

If this policy continues it may
well be that the Community
Government Schools will dete
riorate into a system catering
only for the “rejects” who do not
measure up to the religious, eth-
ical or social standards of sepa-
ratist non-government schools

In America the Government is
aiming to break down racial bar-
riers between black and white by
establishing integrated schools,
whereas in Australia we are

Painter and
Decorator

Only first-class materials used
and all work guaranteed

Free quotes given
Allan H. Murray,
347 Roberts Road, Greenacre,
NS.W

w 2190,

An artist’s impression of the Phone: 759 8215 (Sydney).

Show stand.

REAL ESTATE
Are you thinking of buying or selling?

Just ring or call
For genuine, reliable, helpful service

Your friendly agent

CARLINGFORD, EPPING, EASTWOOD, BEECROFT,
PENNANT HILLS, KINGSDENE, NORTH ROCKS,
DUNDAS, TELOPEA AREAS OF SYDNEY

Licensed Real Estate Agents and Auctioneers —
Qualified Valuers

Suite 56, Carlingford Court,
Cnr Pennant Hills and
Carlingford Rds, Carlingford 2118,
(Phone 871 6050/871 7443,

a.hrs., Doug Jones 8712714,
Peter Snipway 871 1229).

officer, school services

portunities for teachers

VACANCY
FAMILY LIFE MOVEMENT

N.S.W. Branch invites enquiries for the position of executive

The appointment will embrace responsibility for overseeing
the movement's Family Life Education programmes in
schools, developing pilot programmes promoting Parent
Education programmes, developing professional training op
Confidential enquiries to:

G. A. Fox, Personnel Chairman,

C/- 15 Goulburn Street, SYDNEY,

PHONE 294724

Church including:

d) How they would

d) How they would

Church,

by appointment

The N.S.W. Council of the Australian Council of Churches
Commission on the

ENQUIRY INTO THE STATUS OF
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

(1) Women's groups and organisations within
individual churches on their status in the

Status of Women.

a) The functions they perform within the Church
b) The limitations, or otherwise, of those functions
¢) How they define their present status in the Church
like it defined

(2) Individual women in the churches on their
status in the Church including:
a) The functions they perform within the Church
b) The limitations, or otherwise, of these functions
¢) How they define their present status in the Church
like it defined.

The submissions should be sent to:

Sabine Willis, The Director,
Enquiry into the Status of Women in the

Australian Council of Churches,
P.O. Box J111 Brickfield Hill.
Names withhold on request.
Closing date for written submissions 31st May 197

The Commission will hear submissions durng the fourth
week in April at the above office for individuals or groups

Please ring 26 2901 or write to the above address

2000.

Letters to the editor
should not exceed 300
words.

following the examples of Scot

land and Northern Ireland, by

watching  various  communities

insist on separating their people

through separatist school
systems, assisted by State Aid

In the interests of the gener-

ations to come, this division of

the people should halt

J. Merris,

Grand Secretary,

Loyal Orange Institution

of Victona,

Melbourne.
Opposition to
rationalising
theological
education
SIR As a regular reader

permit me to comment on your
editorial, “The need to ratio
nalise theological education” of
March 7.

It was a very great in-
discretion for your paper which
goes out from Sydney and is so
widely circulated throughout our
Commonwealth to set aul to pro
mote Moore College against
other colleges in other States

Your article could only stir up
bitter antagonism against the
Church in Sydney at a time when
all the resources should be used
for building up and helping other
places. The first thing the Church
in Sydney will need to do is pro-
mote goodwill and not cause fur-
ther divisions.

It is not the churchmanship or
biblical scholarship and high
academic standards with which
people quarrel with the diocese
of Sydney but their attitude to
other people and at Moore Col-
lege, the total disregard for the
rights of others

The case for
keeping St
John’s, Morpeth,

in existence

SIR Your editorial of
March 7th in certain respects,
for the sake of the record, needs
some amendment.

It suggests that St John's Col-
lege, Morpeth at present, while
there is no Warden, has a “tiny
staff” of only two. Among the
eight clergy »-wally resident at
St John's, ‘aere are three who
teach, the Vice-Warden, the
Futor, and k shop Winter who is

Off the
Record

I'T'S about time more care was
exercised with hymns at public
Dr Colebourne, the Greek lectur functions.  Three times recently
er, is also a member of staff and we've  sung  John  Newton's
has been resident at St John's for “Glorious Things,” only to find
many years grace emptied of its efficacy in

The post of Warden has been  the final verse, Newton wrote,
advertised, as required by ordi-  “Saviour SINCE of Zion's city 1,
nance, in newspapers here ana through grace, member am.”
overseas, and in the one national  Our sheets (each a Sydney dioce-
Anglican paper in which all sec-  san  production) had replaced
tions of the Australian Church  ‘since™ with “if,” as do a few
are represented modern  hymn  books. God's

I'he appointment of a Warden  grace is irresistible, It destroys
is the responsibility not only of man's disposition to resist. It
Bishop Shevill but of the whole does not drag to Christ
College Council (which now in-  against his will, but changes his
cludes representatives  of the  heart so that, in the words of the
Church outside Newcastle dioc-  Westminster Confession, man
ese). | myself would not be dis- “comes most freely, being made
appointed to see the appointment  willing by His grace.” There is
of a man with “Haggerston-type  no “if" about it, Newton knew
fervour™ if you are referring to  this; so should we.
the evingelical enthusiasm and * . *
lovalty to the Church of England A clerical acquaintance en
which characterised the well- tered a Christian bookshop in a
known .H.u.';cl\lnn parishes in capital city. What better place to
London’s East End buy material for a recently con

T'his is not the time to “grace- verted lass? He found what he
fully end St John's troubled his wanted: then found his pocket as
tory.” Its history, like that of the  bare as the celebrated closet of a
Church, has sometimes been certain Mrs Hubbard. He asked
troubled. As one who has been a  to have the order charged to his
lecturer at St John's for four account. Not so simple the
years, and a former Vice- rules stipulate a minimum of $2
Warden, | am aware of that, Fair enough under ordinary

But there has always been also  ©ires., but his time (like his
much for which to thank God money) was short, so he pleaded
in the past and today, and the an exceptional case. But it was
college’s continued existence is no dough, no go. He stressed
justified by the fact that it is a that refusal would deprive a new
happy Christian community, not ~ Christian  of urgently needed
only a college (and we surely help in Bible reading, But he
need more such communities in went without, and so did she
our Church), and because it con-  The shop has some lovely texts

college  chaplain  until  the
appointment of a new Warden

on the wall, too

tinues 1o represent a breadth of
Christian tradition which is not
evident in Moore College
T'his year 14 men have entered
college, and students come from
the dioceses of Melbourne, Bath-
urst, Bunbury, Grafton, New
Guinea, Riverina, Tasmania and
Newcastle (with two indepen-
dents). Among them are evangel
icals, catholics, liberals and pent-
ecostals. On the staff are men of
catholic, evangelical and liberal
outlook
There may well be a need to
re-organise our colleges though
many consider some of the
changes and planned changes in
the UK unwise. I regret, for
example, the closing of Kelham
or the fact that my old college,
St Chad’s, in the University of
Durham, with a fine tradition of
training men for the priesthood,
no longer does so
Certainly a more impartial
analysis than that given in your
editorial is needed
John Bunyan,
Christ Church Cathedral,
Newcastle,
(ED NOTE: The editorial in questior
was referring to full-time staff.)

* w *

OTHER days, other wavs. 1. 0
! Murray once mentioned a
reversal of ideas regarding the
resurrection The Corinthians
accepted the fact, but denied the
principle. Today the principle is
admitted and the fact denied.

*

I think it was Henry Ward
Beecher who once said church
pews were packed with bald.
headed sinners whose complaint
was caused by the truth hitting
them on the head only to bounce
to the row behind. Today's pews
are rarely packed with anybody.
Does the problen ntre on the
pew or the pul, We're pre-
paring a quiz on preachers, and
readers’ answers will be pub-
lished — no names, no pack
drill. To be fair, we later intend
asking preachers what they think
of those who sit at their feet,

+ * *

BY the way, there’s one
man being heard by nominators
every few weeks who are bliss
fully unaware that he may be
resigning altogether. We can't

spill the beans, but some ju

Sydney

Human Rights Bill

The Mothers’ Union of
the diocese of Sydney has
written to the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Whitlam, to express
its concern regarding the
Human Rights Bill

The letter read

“On behalf of the Mothers'
Union, diocese of Syduey, |
wrile 10 express our concern at
the Human Rights Bill to be in
troduced into the Australian
Parliament

“We were pleased however
that Senator Lionel Murphy had
agreed to review the Bill and
make some alterations

“We were particularly con-
cered that Article 18 of the Cov
enant, in the context of stating
that all people have a right to
freedom of thought, conscience
or religion, and that parents have
a right to instruct or arrange for
the instruction of their
children in accordance with their
religious and moral convictions
be included in the Bill

“We also recognised the fun
damental nature of the family
unit in Society.”

dicious homework by those look
ing for a new recruit would save
them some trouble. Then again
his preaching is edifying, so they
don’t show a loss

— The Needle.

MU on

CHRISTIAN DIRECTOR

for

Dynamic Youth Outreach
“Campus Life" (Melbourne)

The person required is to have had:
(1) SOUND CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE
(2) SOME BIBLE TRAINING.
(3) EXPERIENCE AT MOTIVATING PEOPLE.
(4) PROVEN ABILITY IN COMMUNICATING THE
GOSPEL TO YOUTH.
(Some Sales/Marketing experience an advantage)
The person chosen will be responsible to the
Executive Director of
YOUTH FOR CHRIST (Melbourne)

Apply in writing, setting out your experience covering the
above points

YOUTH FOR CHRIST
747 Burke Rd., CAMBERWELL, VIC. 3124
821528 826971
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STAFF WANTED
The Bush Church Ald  Society
Requires
Two Clergymen For Tasmania
Zeehan ang Tulleh
Also  Nursing Sisters

For Cook and Coober Pedy
South  Australla
Inquiries to Revd. T. Haymar
135 Bathurst Street SYDNEY. 2000
one 26 3164

WHE GOSPEL FILM MINISTRY LTD
181 CLARENCE ST
SYONEY

Vacancies exist for_two girls to joir
the growing team at G.F.M

We are looking for a Senior Girl
capable of accepting the responsibilities
attached to the position of “Secretary
Accurate typing a must

We also require a vounger girl (16
18) to carry out general ofice work
with some typing

These are real opportunities for dedi
cated Christian g@irls, 10 work with
Australla's leading Christian Film and
Record Distributors

Please phone 29 4005
for appointment

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
BOOKKEEPER-TYPIST

Invites applications from girls agec
16 to 22 years, with a knowledge of
bookkeeping or willing to learn and
able to type, to work In the Accounts
Department of our Federal office. Ac
tive church affiliation and minister's
reference is essential. Phone Mrs Sim
pson, 61 9487, for an appointment

ORGANIST, St Pauls. Chatswood. Cholr
Practice and two Sunday Services
Stipend by arrangement. 419 2563

SYDNEY LMUR OF ENGLAND
.\MM[R s(HGQL
N rth Sydney 2060
There is a vacancy for a master
n Holy Orders to perform Chaplaincy
duties commencing, it possible N
two. 1974, Applications
made in writing to the
H_TRAVERS

" Interstate
Services

PERTH: St. Alban's, 423 Beaufort Street
Services 9.30a.m. and 7.30 p.m. Rec
tor Bryan F. Hall Al welcome

(OO.PAIOO St Stephen's, Brisbane
Cnr. Cavendish and ('a'mo«'n Roads
Visitors welcome 50 And 9 am
U Communion, 11 Morning
Prayer (Moly Communion. Tst Sundav)
7 om. Evening Prayer
Rector: Rev. Harry Goodhew.

l‘or Sale

GIFY IDEAS. Stamp Collection 275 dlif
ferent Aust. $4. Beginner's Kit 15
Items ss Value for money post pald
N De Mayo, 8 Northcote

Street (lvlnnhlh 2229

CONCRETE BLOCK MACHINE

Makes blocks, slabs, edgings. screer
blocks, garden stools, B at once and
96 an hour. $110.° Ideal sell-help
projects, Send for leaflets. Department
C.R,, Forest Farm Research Londor
derry, NSW. 2753

Appeals

HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution),

EVERSLEIGH.
274 Addison Road, Petersham.

NERINGAH,
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga.
GREENWICH,

River Road, Greenwich.
These hospitals (320 beds) under-
take specialised medical and
oursing care of chronically ill
patients of any age, nationality
or religious faith.

These hospitals are co-operating
with certain general hospitals in
the retraining of eligible pati

Classifed advertisements may b
left_ at the ofhce or od 1o
612975 up 1o noon on the Monday
of the week Dbefore nubllunon
Charge is 6c per_word with a mini.
mum charge of $1.25

Wanted

SECOND-HAND Theological books
bought. Phone 61 9487, C.M.S. Book.
shoo. 93 Bathurst Street, Sydney

WANV(D 100 more students to enrol

in E. Bible College. Full ble
(ou m correspondence anywhere
Full dﬂul\ from Registrar. P.O. Box
41, Roseville. NSW., 2069

Holiday
Accommodation

BRIGHT (Vic.)
Cook's Pioneer Holiday
Flais
Fully Self-containea. Set
amidst acres of -beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2

and 3 bedrooms.

An ideal holiday spot for all
age groups. Children wel-
come

Box 8 Bright (Vic.). Ph. 16.

CAMP
TOUKLEY

TOUKLEY, N.S.W.

Near lakes and surf
Small or large house parties
Good accommodation, max 130
Apply: The Superintendent,
CAMP TOUKLEY,

P.O. BOX 21, TOUKLEY, 2263
phone: 043 96 4336

The problems of churches
behind the Iron Curtain

(Grand Rapids) A com-
mittee of the Reformed
churches in the Netherlands
(GKN) submitted a report
on the situation of the church
in Eastern Europe. The re-
port was prompted by the
question whether or not to
support the controversial
activities of Dr. R. Wurm-
brand. Its scope, however,
was much broader, namely,
how can we better realize
ur unity with brothers and
sisters in Eastern Europe.

T'he report begar by analysing
the atheistic character of the
Marxist State which would wipe
out religion because it robs man
of the will to realise all his po-
tential here and now. In order to
stop the church’s influence in the
schools and society, Russia has
set up a State commission 1o
regulate the church

This commission was adopted
by all Eastern European
countries, although it tends to
function more leniently in these
countries (except in Albania)
The commission appoints lead-

>

ers, gives permission to establish
congregations, build churches
and hold meetings. It also con
trols theological education

I'hrough this commission the
State often attempts to incite dis-
cord and suspicion among the
leaders, and between the leaders
and their constituencies. For
example, by arbitrarily withhold
ing travelling visas from some
and granting it to others, it
causes the one to suspect the
other of collaboration and com-
promise. In this connection, the
report points out that Wurm-
brand’s propaganda against the
leaders of the official churches
plays into the hands of the State

The report questions Wurm-
brand’s claim regarding an
extensive, organised underground
church. Such a church, or rather,
u« number of Christian house-
holds, do exist in Albania, North
Korea, and China, because the
church is not tolerated at all in
those counties, In Russia the
Initiativniki ~ have  separated
themselves from the official
Union of Baptists and have
thereby become illegal, as have
various sects such as the Jeho
vah's Witnesses.

Many Christians belong to the

dissidents and in  Russia  find
themselves imprisoned for
activities hostile to the State.
However, in Eastern Europe
there is no indication of large-
scale persecution, the report
claims,

By his underground activites,
which the State regards subver-
sive, Wurmbrand, the report con-
tinues, threatens to endanger all
Christians in the communist
countries. Morover, the whole
process of smuggling literature
may be unnecessary, since 1t is
still possible to send literature
through official channels

The report also points out that
the diaconal agencies of the Pro-
testant churches can use the
eastern  European Commission
which  co-ordinates aid to
churches and Christians in

communist lands restoring
churches and pastorates, pur-
chasing theological literature,

and giving financial assistance to
preachers

The report also counselled the
churches of the West to be care-
ful in their criticism of leaders of
eastern European churches since
it is hard to know in what Kind
of situation the leaders find
themselves. (RES NE)

MT. VICTORIA BLUE MTS,,
NS W. ELEVATED 3450t

“CLOSEBURN"

Lovely old restored colonial
home in extensive grounds
Space heated. W. to W
Carpets. Elec. Blankets. Swim-
pool. Tennis Court. Pool Table
D. B. & B. anytime
Lunch facilities
Also ‘“do-it-yourself
modation for 4-5
Non-smokers welcome

Phone S.T.D. 047 87 1318

accom-

FARM HOLIDAY HOME

Cowra-Young-Grenfell district Acc
8 and cot. Al mod, convs., septic
Write for brochure. No May, Aug

Sept. School Holidays Col Fisher
Koorawatha, 2807

Accommodation
To Let-Wanted

FURN'SN(D N‘)M[ As new. Camden
69618 let for 6 months, $35 per
week

TO LET. Small Self-Contained flat suit

business couple Phone 55 3703

M!scelluneous

Hal Lindsey's 16mm colour
sound 30 min. film
“THE RETURN"

depicting modern Israel in view of Bible
prophecy, available for screening s
rental Advance  bookings Rev. Les
Nixon, P.O. Box 199, Bankstown
N.SW.. 2200

Phone 709 5442

MOVING:

‘URNITU“[ REMOVALS
AGE

For_reliabllity and careful hand-
ling "Established 34 years. Contact

A. R. C. THOMAS

5 Bourke Street
NORTH PARRAMATTA

to return to their normal en-
vironment (home, etc).
Your help is urgently needed for
our immediate and fature needs.
incloding the rehabilitation units
at each hospiial.
PLEASE REMEMBER THE

HOSPITAL

IN YOUR WILL.

All donations over $2 are
allowable deductions for income
tax purposes.

For further information, phone
or write to:

The Chief Executive
Offic

er,
Box 124, Post Office,
Petersham, N.S.W., 2049,

56 5621. 56 8871.

630 1241 635 6688 (all hours)
d
& )

612975
Phone your classifieds

Crossword prize

A book prize for the [final
Bible Crossword No 77 has been
posted to Mrs L. Bloomfield of
Oak Flats, NSW
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The Word
and Life

D. B. KNOX

Repentance

Repentance is not a term
that occurs often in modern
language  because the
notion is not very con-
genial to us

We have dialogue and we
have discussion groups, and we
have group therapy for self
understanding, but the suggestion
that repentance is what we need
does not often find expression In
modern life. This is an indication
of how far removed we are from
Bible ideas

We need to reflect on how
deep repentance 1S In our own
thinking about Christianity or in
the messages heard on Sundays
in church. Repentance is essen-
tial

But what does repentance
mean? What was involved when
Jesus called those religious and
good-living Jews to repentance?
)r when John the Baptist and
the apostles did the same? They
were calling them to a radical
change of mind not merely to
an improvement here or there, or
to be sorry for this or for that
fault but they were calling them
1o a complete turn-round of atti-
tude with regard to God and
with regard to God’s relation to
the world

Firstly, we are called 1o a re
pentance towards God, 10 a
recognition that God is sovereign
in the world.

He is its creator. Nothing hap-
pens apart from him, not even a
sparrow falls to the ground, or
an ant walks over a leaf in the
forests of the Amazon.

Furthermore, we are called to
recognise God's loving and right
eous providence in the events
which happen. The God who
controls even the flowers of the
fields and provides the food for
the birds of the air, is the God in
Whom we are to trust and to
honeur by trusting in our daily
life. Trust is action, not merely
pious thoughts. This involves
obedience

Secondly, we are called upon
to change our world view and
this will mean a change of
values

We are taken up with material
things but God values fellowship
Fellowship means sharing and
we are to take the opportunities
that come to us by God's provi-
dential control of the events of
our lives to share with others not
only our time and our material
resources but particularly
our knowledge of God and of
His relationship to the world,
and the salvation that is in Jesus.

Thirdly, repentance will in-
volve the seeing of ourselves as
we are, as pcnph‘ who ignore
God and therefore dishonour
Him, a people who inevitably are
perishing because of these things
and who need to be saved

And so repentance leads on
very closely to the concept of
faith, As St Paul said, he preach
ed repentance towards God and
faith towards our Lord Jesus
Christ, for repentance is a turn-
ing 10 God as He is, not only the
sovereign Lord and the loving
provider, but also the Saviour
who in Jesus Christ has over-
come sin and opened the way of
eternal life

This is also part of the struc-
ture of reality and must be cen-
tral in our thinking. Jesus Christ
is the sovereign Lord over every-
thing because He has demonstrat-
ed His sovereignty over sin and
evil by bearing our sins on Cal-
vary and overcoming sin and so
overcoming death and every-
thing else that sets itself against
God's sovereign rule

A life of religious acts and
average moral behaviour is of no
significance if our attitudes and
values centre  themselves on
something other than on God; on
God as He is. the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Saviour

Repentance then is our duty

We are commanded to repent
and to recognise God as God in
our thoughts and In our atti-
tudes, in our .activities, and in
our values, We are commanded
to repent. It is not just an option,
but an obligation.

Nineveh, in the time of Jonah,
was saved by repentance. Jesus
calls us to repentance, that radi-
cal re-orienting of ourselves to
God and reality. twice over
(Luke 13:3,5), Jesus told his hea-
rers, “Unless you repent, you
shall perish.”

Voltaire’s view

If there had been in England
only one religion, its despotism
would have been fearful. If there
had been two religions, they
would have cut each other's
throat. But as there are thirty,
they live peacefully and happily
— Voltaire

Senator Murphy
keeps them
happy

“Much of what the new Austra-
lian Government has achieved
and attempted is right along
the humanist path, especially
those reforms instituted by
Lionel Murphy. We have a lot
1o be grateful for. Senator Mur-
phy has started out on divorce
law reform, has moved into the
field of civil liberties in an org-
anised way, and has attempted
necessary trade practice reforms.
We have also had real progress
in  homosexual law reform
Many ministers are humanisti-
cally inclined and if we do not
agree with Education Minister
Beazley's State Aid policy, at
least it is being offered on a
‘needs’ basis.”

Editorial The  Australian
Humanist, December, 1973,

Oxford

professor
to visit
Morpeth

Professor George D. Kil-
patrick, who is at present
Professor of Exegesis of
Holy Scripture at Oxford,
has accepted the Bishop of
Newcastle’s invitation to
come as visiting lecturer to
St. John’s College, Morpeth,
for the Trinity and Michael-
mas terms of 1975,

The professor graduated with
first class honours in classics
from the University of London
in 1932 and then became a
scholar of Oriel College, Oxford,
later gaining a B.D. and D.D. He
became a fellow of Queen's Col-
lege, Oxford in 1949,

Amongst his better known
publications are; —

“The Origins of the Gospel
according to St Matthew,” 1946,

“The Trial of Jesus,” 1953,

“The Remaking of the
Liturgy,” 1957.

It is hoped that this will be the
beginning of a program for St
John’s College which will brir
overseas scholars to share their
wisdom with the Austri
Church on an annual basis

00kS

I‘L'HL'I that
e Or thinking of Luther, Wesley and
Barth can do this for Christians

ROMANS. A Revolutionary
Manifesto by Lycurgus M. Star-
key. Abingdon, 1973, 128
$2.48. Dr Starkey shows how the

revolutionised  the

today. BRIGHT WIND OF
I'HE  SPIRIT, Pentecostalism

L]

Chlldren Today by Steve Durasoff. Hod-
der, 1973. 277 pages, $6.25.
inother book giving the history

THE BIBLE FOR CHILD-  present trends and  personalities

REN: Br l'pf“' Hadaway associated with the pentecostal

and - Jeai Atahes O ’ movement. Dr Durasoff belongs
4 son, Octo- 1, (he movement but this is a

pus Books, London, 1973,

304 pages. $4.95.

This  well produced, finely

illustrated book is designed for

young readers of seven years or
so and upwards and presents a

reasonably objective book

CLAIMING GOD'S
PROMIS by Catherine Mar-
shall and others, Hodder 1973
223 pages. $1.65. Selections of a
few pages each from the writings

broad range of biblical material of prominent Christians calcu
in story form covering both the lated to help in difficult situ
Old and New Testaments ations.

In the way that chilcren's CONCI BIBLE CON-

books must it strives only for CORDANC ed. 1. 1 and M.
very general impressions but the  Smith. Hodder, 1973, 198 pages.
stories are interesting in their se $1.50. A most useful paperback
lection and simply presented in good clear type, HAND TO

The selection is also com I'HE PLOUGH by H. Cecil
prehensive and there are no Pawson. Denholm House Press,
major omissions. It may have Surrey. 176 pages. $2.40. Dr
been more helpful. however, if Pawson's personal record. An
reference had been made to the  agricultural scientist, professor at
biblical sections from which the two English universities and a
stories had been selected. A book  lifelong interest in personal evan
of this character ought to be an gelism and Christian witness
adjunct to and not a substitute THE GUIDING HAND by
for, the Scriptures Alfred Bosshardt, Hodder, 1973,
W. 1. Dumbrell.

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL

18 ROSLYN STREET, POTTS POINT, SYDNEY
TELEPHONE 35 3355

St. Luke's Hospital has been established over S50 years Medical
practice ard patlent care have taken |mmense strides .n this period and
St. Luke's Is proud of the high reputation It has achleved. Now lunds
are needed to develop a modern theatre complex, Intensive care unit and
to Increase patient accommodation

sz Lukei s Cnuulv of England general hospltal open to all
cree: As profit organisation, the Board apoeals for vyour
~ern 'o ralse 5500 030 tcv (r*x wor

Donatlons of $2.00 or more are tax deductible, exempt from gift
duty and are acknowledged by oficial recelpt., Please make your donations
payable to, “St. Luke's Develooment Fund

C. R. JAMES

Chief Executive OMcer

— BE COUNTED

hyde par

Near War Memorial
Cnr. Elizabeth and Liverpool Sts

april 7

MAKE YOUR STAND AGAINST
MORAL POLLUTION &
PORNOGRAPHY

From 2.30 p.m.

Speakers

Hon. Milton Morris M.L.A
Rev. Gordon Powell
Dr. John Court

folk Groups
fam.ly * Dean Lance Shilton
Dr. Claire Isbister

Piqnowers on

From 1 p.m.

® %

AUSTRALIAN FESTIVAL OF LIGHT
3rd floor, 379 Kent St. Sydney. Telephone 29 2561

Please find enclosed my generous
gilt to keep the light burning

&
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SHORT NOTICES

190 pages. $1.35. Alfred and
Rose Bosshardt were taken
prisoners by the Chinese
Communists together with Ar
nolis Hayman and this ‘is the
Bosshardis' story. Armolis Hay-
man was eventually released and
with his wife and family, re-
turned to Australia. Hayman was
yrdained in Sydney as were his

two sons. One is now Federal
secretary of the BCA

EVERY DAY WITH WILL-
IAM  BARCLAY, ed. Denis
Duncan.  Hodder, 1973, 285
pages. $6.80, A companion vol
ume to “Through the year with
William Barclay.” A brief, home
ly meditation for every day of
the vear. THE TRIUMPH OF
T'OR SON by Yong Choon

InterVarsily Press, 1973
96 pages. UK 35p. Pastor Son, a
Korean, was imprisoned by the
Japanese and later the Chinese

Communists for his faith, A fine
testimony

I'T™™E TO RUN, Bethany Fel-
lowship, 1973, 135 pages. The
Allan Sloane screenplay made
into a Dimension paperback
One of the finest Christian films
and the book tells its story
TRUMPETS OF THE LORD
by Bramwell Booth. Hodder
Christian Paperbacks. 366 pages.
$1.65. Daily readings from the
great  Salvationist selected by
Catherine Bramwell-Booth

Key

Books

YOUTHQUAKE by Kenneth Leech.

ACR'S REVIEW EDITOR INTRODUCES

Leech is an angry young Anglo-Catholic clergyman who is
inclined to be somewhat hysterical about what he calls the hysterical attacks of Festivai of Light

people on the permissive society
will certainly learn more about
from any other book to appear
Jesus Movement with the world of LSD,

IMPORTANT NEW TITLES:

Sheldon Press, London, 1973, 246 pages. £stgd 50, Kenneth
radical, anti-establishment and

Nevertheless, if you can forget about his many blind-spots, you
the counter-culture of the past

fecade or so than you would

lately, It covers the whole vouth scene from the drug cult to the

communes and the underground in between

GUILT AND GRACE by

"aul Tournier.
pages, £stgl.50, Hodder published the first English version of this very useful pastoral guide in

the occult, the deviates

mystics, eastern cultists, the

Hodder and Stoughton paperback edition, 1974, :24

1962. It is published as a psychological study but it is all the more helpful for all that as it \l\‘L\

more than any other readily accessible volume to reveal the

many

hidden facets of guiit which

may elude all but the most experienced pastors, Tournier is able to show quite clearly the difference

between false or neurotic guilt and real guilt as the Bible understands it

Pastors can be fatally

unaware of the great damage which false guilt does to some people who come to them for

pastoral iulp
grac

This book is most valuable if we will fully grasp

SALV \ll()\ by Emest ¥, Kevan, Evangelical Press paper back ed. 1973, 128 pages.
Ilm is a very fine study of the whole doctrine of

the outworkings of both guilt

UK40p,

salvation by the late principal of London Bible

College who was a thoroughgoing biblical schoar and an evangelical of very great stature. His
20 yeurs (1946-66) at the College left their mark and these eight chapters, which were the basis for

College lectures, will help us understand why

of secular ideas on salvation,

pective on the whole question

While current theology is wallowing in the morass
we have available here, at a reasonable price, a sound Biblical pers

Valuable
Paperback

A TODAY SORT OF EV-
ANGELISM, John Poulton,
Lutterworth, 1972 paper-
hack. 93 pages. 95¢,

T'his is a small paperback
which is worth reading by all
who are interested in evangelism
T'he author calls our attention to
the fact that in all commu-
nication, and therefore in
commuication of the gospel, it
is essential to understand the
person to whom we wish to
communicate

I'his he attempts to do jn the
carly chapters of the book. A

chapter on evangelistic preaching
is timely, as is his reminder that
true evangelism takes place in
the context of relationship.

The reviewer felt that often
much of what was described as
evangelism was really pre-evan
gelism but valuable for all
that

John Chapman

JESUS |
ALIVE & WELL

JESUS IS ALIVE AND
WELL by Owen and Ped-
erson. Lutterworth, 1973,
125 pages. $1.05

This book should be on every

bookstall. Here is christian doc
trine given in the most racy
readable and exciting manner

possible. The chapters are pre
faced with copies of Jesus
posters and  besides  going

through the main credal state
ments the book deals with pray-
er, conversion and witnessing
and ecumenism. It could be very
useful in discussion groups for
young and older people

A few US expressions may ir
ritate, and perhaps the authors
should more correctly  state
that the Spirit of Jesus, rather
than Jesus, lives in people's
hearts. But — a good book, none
the less

Geoffrey Hayles,

Commission condemns
Solzhenitsyn’s banishment

The International Affairs
Commission of the Church
of England General Synod
has condemned the banish-
ment of Alexander Solzhen-
itsyn from Russia

T'he ten man commission of
Soviet experts and  clergy
chaired by Bishop C. A. Warren
of Canberra, made the follow-
ing statement

“The arrest and banishment
of Alexander Solzhenitsyn are
to be condemned as a further
grievous step in the official cam
paign to silence all domestic
critics of violations of human
rights in the USSR. Such violat-
ions, which should be condemn

e

starta

e

account

talk about it
personally with
our manager

Mr Frank Gribble
Phone 290 1000

P
PERMANENT

BULDING SOCIETY LTD = EST 1946
36 YORK ST. SYDNEY 2000
{between King and Market Sts.)
Tel. 26 2287 200 1000

ed by Christians wherever they
occur, are particularly abhorrent
in a country of the size and
power of the USSR, especially
one - which claims to  have
pioneered a more humane and
morally superior form of
society

In recent years  Soviet
writers, scholars, and other citi
zens who have attempted to
employ rights ostensibly guaran-
teed to them under Soviet law
to seek redress of the legitimate
grievances of religious, ethnic
and, other groups and to ex
pose abuses of power by the
authorities have been increasing
ly subjected to repressive meas
ures ranging - from  dismissal
from their jobs and banishment
10 remole areas to ncarceration
in - prisons, labour camps or
psychiatric hospitals, Denied the
right to express their views at
home, some, like Solzhenitsyn,
have been driven to publishing
them gbroad, and this has pro
voked further harsh punish-
ments

“We are particularly  con-
cerned at the plight of Soviet
Christians who, despite mitiga-
tion of the extreme harassment
of a few years back, are still
treated as second-class citizens,
denied opportunities of advance-
ment, subjected individually and
collectively 1o constant pressure
ahd ., placed under restrictions
that make the normal expression
of their religion impossible
Soviet Jews and other relizious
groups are similarly treated,
and official campaigns against
Zionism have acquired disturb-
g overtones of anti-semitism

We commend the steps taken
by_the Soviet Government to-

wards the reduction of interna
tional tension and increased
economie, scientific and cultural
co-operation with other coun
tries, believing these to be vital
for world peace and the well
being of humanity. We are con
cerned, however, that the Soviet
authorities are contributing to an
atmosphere inimical to detente
and co-operation by continued
grievous violations of the rights
of {heir own citizens

WHAT!

You mean to say C.M.S. BOOK-

SHOP has been selling church

robes all these years and | dida't
know about it?

I always get my cleri-
cal wear when | go

y book-browsing at the

es, Bookshop

ROBES
FOR

CLERGY
AND

CHOIR

*

Cassocks
Girdles
Surplices
Stocks
Block
White
Shirts
Collars—

Cholr needs

Avallable from stock

(MS CHURCH SUPPLIES
93 Bathurst St. Sydney, N.S.W
Catalogue Avallable.

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, APRIL 4, 1974 — 7




CANBERRA & GOULBURN

Warrer

Bishog

GIPPSLAND

Ven Ray ¥
South Gipps!

y 17, the Rishop
| Rev Keith South
D Cathed

the pricsthood in St Paul's

Sale
Rev Allun
It W

Huggins, rector of Orbost
an his dual role as di
precentor at St

< began hi
an education officer an
Paul’s Cathedral in March

MELBOURNE

Rev Peter H. Chesterman,
{ Carrum/ Seaford s 19
appointed  incumbent
Hawksburn from May
Mr Chesterman was
chaplain to the Ar s
Rey Harold 1. Thory

Barnabas’, Balwyn, since 196

will be in

ducted 1o St Margaret's, Caulficld

Townsend, retired
w February |
alter  Backholer, retir

o St. Luke's, Wandal

Mr Norman Wagstaff s now on the
tafl of St 1 s, Wandal 2 lay
ssistant in training for the ministry

SYDNEY

Rev S, Noel Paddisor. rector «
Church, Springwood, since 195
March 11

Rev Keith Gowan, rector of St Luke's

M 1968, di¢ wm Marck

M

s
Hamilton, curate at 8
since 19

curate-in-charge of the provi
ish of St Thomas', South Grar

Rev  Robert A, Jones,
I Lindficld, since

app rural

May 1.
Rey Harold Wi

It’s true of
Australia, too

I'he greatest danger to broad
casters are broadcasters. It s
network executives who continue
to dictate what the "American
people can see — not in terms of
humanistic values, not in terms
of what the best American
writers and actors have to offer

but in terms of what will
deliver audience to advertisers
what will encourage values of
materialism  and  conspicuous

consumption in programs and
ommercials alike.”

(Nickolas Johnson FO(
Commissioner in the Humanist

Rectory Fire

Fire completely destroved the
rectory and its contents at St
Hilda's, Katoomba, recently, The
rector, the Rev. Philip Kitchin
and Mrs Kitchin were away at

he time

registrar of the diocese

the Christian Literature ( A
New Guinea. His Box
1136, Boroko, PNG

Rev Fred Wandmaker, assistant Stat
ccretary since 1973, has been appointe
State secretary NSW for ABM

Rev Tom Halls, corate at Hol Trinit
Peakhurst, since 19 nas been ap

I'HE MURRAY

Canon Irvine J. Scolt,
Jon urray Bridge, sis

car {
Botiroft, o

1 the

WILLOCHRA

Archdeacon Frederick C. Bastian
¢ of John's, Maitland, since 1963
of York Peninsula since
spointed  archdeacon of
He will also be rector
by B Archdeacor
ce Rev John Kinsman,
) mby Bay since

s Ty

and  archdeace
1968, has b

196 ho e ila in Sey
ember. 1973, h of Borde
town (The Murray)

Rev John Morley, 1o {
since 1968 I be leaving Kadir

T'he nternational Office of
the Africa Evangelical Fel-
lov#ship has anounced the
appointment of the Rev.
Arthur  Deane, of Sydney
(pictured) as its first Inter-
national Secretary,

Mr Deane is at present Pringi-
pal of the Sydney Missionary
and Bible College in the Sydney
suburb of Croydon. He is a
graduate off Moore Theological
College and the Universities of
Sydney and London and is a
Baptist minister

He is expected to take up his
new appointment in the latter
part of this year and will be
based at the new international
headquarters of the AEF. in
London

I'he position of International
Secretary was created at the
International Conference of the
A.E.F. (formerly known as the
South Africa General Mission)

held in Johannesburg in Septem
ber last year

The appointment is the result
of an election process involving
all ALl missionaries and all
members of the Councils in each
of the sending countries: Britain,
Canada, USA, South Africa and
Australia

The A.E.F. has about 350 mis
sionaries  working in Zambia
Malawi, Swaziland, Rhodesia,
Angola, South-West Africa and
the Indian Ocean islands of Re-
union and Mauritius, of these, 13
are Australians

The final ballot of the election
was taken during February and
the result was announced on
March 15

Mr Deane has been associated
with the Australian Council of
the A.E.F, for the past 15 years
He has served as Chairman and
as Overseas Secretary and is at
present its vice-chairman,

He has a first-hand knowledge
of the various fields in Southern

Arthur Deane goes
to London post

AE.I is

where the

Africa
operating and has made a study
of traditional African religions

The appointment is for six
years

GOULBURN CENTENARY

Some thousands from all over

the diocese of Canberra and

Goulburn gathered at St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn on

Sunday, March 17 for the centenary celebration

Sambell, Archbishop of Perth

Dr Geoffrey
al preacher.

was the speci

ENQUIRY INTO THE
STATUS OF WOMEN

An inquiry into the Sta
tus of Women in the Church
was announced in Sydney
this month by Mrs Sabine
Willis

Women from all denomina
tions have been invited to make
submissions. The executive body
of each denomination has been
asked to state the official policy
of that denomination towards
women

was established by

I'he enquiry
the Commission on the Status of
Women of the Australian Coun

subscribers. Send

NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

BIG SAVING FOR
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY

Send only $2 and we will send you post free
the next twelve issues of the

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD

This is an introductory offer, open only to new
the coupon below now and
receive this long established national Anglican
newspaper which stands firmly for biblical truth,

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church
Record. | enclose $2 Subscription for twelve issues

Post coupon to The Church Record Lid.,

Room 311, 160 Castlereagh: St., Sydney, NSW, 2010.
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cil of Churches (N.S.W.) and has
appointed Mrs Willis as Direc-
tor

Mrs Willis said she believes
this is the first such enquiry into
the role of women in the church
in Australia. There are strong in
dications  that women are
questioning their traditional role
in all areas, which of course
must include the churches
Women make up the majority of
active congregations and  the
Commission is interested to hear
from all of them

It is anticipated that the en
quiry will be completed by the
end of May, 1974 and that the
final report will be published
later in the year

New course
draws leaders

More than 85 young
people crowded into the
CM.S. Cafeteria on the

evening of March 5, to at-
tend the first lectures of the
Sydney Youth Department’s
1974  Leadership Training
Course.

I'he evening was marked by
an awareness of the seriousness
of leadership responsibilities, at
tentiveness to the well qualified
lecturers, and involvement in
group work. Further discussion
was provoked by stimulating
questions from those present

One of the most significant
facts is that those attending the
course represent no less than 46
parishes! They have come from
places as far afield as Palm
Beach, Engadine, Mt. Colah and

$1500 for
Disaster
Fund

Forty-five young people
of St Aidan’s, Longueville,
NSW, raised $1500 recent-
ly to help flood victims,

Ihey held a Walkathon and
raised this large amount and sent
it in to the National Home Mis
sion Fund

I'he fund has raised $15,000
so far and sent it to relieve vic
tims of the recent disastrous
floods in Queensland and NSW

Show concern at

F.0.L.

The Sydney organisers of
the Festival of Light want
thousands of people to as-
semble in Hyde Park on
Sunday, April 7, at 2 p.m.,
to demonstrate their concern
over the dangers of moral
pollution

Special speakers will include
the Hon Mr Milton Morris
Minister for Transport; the Very
Rev Lance Shilton, Dean of Syd-
ney; Dr Tom Connolly of St
Patrick’s College, Dr John Court
of the University of Adelaide
and the Rev Gordon Powell of
Scot’s Church, Melbourne

Music will be provided from |
pm onwards by the “Family”
folk group from Brisbane, the

7 April

Young World Singers and the
“Followers™ of Sydney

I'he Hyde Park rally will be
followed by a March for Purity,
Love and Family Life to the Do
main at 3 pm for a brief closing
rally

All these activities are open 10
the public. Families, Churches,
Rotary, Apex, Lions, RSL, Sport-
ing Clubs and organisations are
encouraged 1o arrange car, bus
or rail transport to Hyde Park
from their district

These FOL activities from st
to 7th April in Sydney and other
States follow the success of the
Festival of Light in the UK from
1971 to 1973, with the exciting
rallies at I'rafalgar Square
(30,000) and Hyde Park (60,000)
and other major cities

Dural. Such a diversity clearly
demonstrates the need for a re-
gional training program orient
ated towards specific local re-
quirements, an area in which the
Youth Department is presently
expernimenting

In commenting, the Youth Di
rector, Rev Terry Dein, said
We have been tremendously
encouraged by the response to
this course, and impressed by the
enthusiasm of those enrolled, It
Is clear that there is a great need
in the area of leadership training
and the Youth Department is
seeking to meet this need to the
very best of its ability.”

Scripture
Union’s

enlarged
budget

“We can’t do it, but we
accept anyway” was the
response of one of the dele-
gates to the recent weekend
Council Meeting of Scrip-
ture Union’s Federal Coun-
cil

I'he steep rise in promised giv-
ing to the bourgeoning SU work
in South East Asia was made in
the  belief that Australian
Christians will increase their giv-
ing 10 missionary work in keep-
ing with their inflating wages
S.Us Asian budget desperately
needs this extra money this vear
i it s to meet the challenges
that Christians in  Asia have
asked us 1o help with

Asian projects for 1974 in
clude
® The support of a new staff

worker in the Philippines: Mr

Aureliano Tan
® A Bible Reading Promotion

worker in Thailand
@ Support for Miss Pham Thi

Son in Vietnam and for a

new staff woiker Mr Nyuven

Van Nang based in Danang
® A staff worker and SU

Centre in Tonga and in Fiji

Most  Australian  State  SU
Councils are ecurrently facing
deficits caused essentially by the
large increase in clerical award
rates

Only 9 ver cent of SU's in
come comes from bookshops and
SU. Notes, the remaining 91 per
cent is dependent on donations
and is used for SU's work with
children and youth in Australia
as well as the donations for SU
work in Asia
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ANGLICAN ELDERSHIP
EXPERIMENTS

Several Sydney Anglican congregations are experi-

menting with eldership plans operating on

principles.

One of the first is St Paul’s,
Wentworthville, where the
scheme has been 4%/ atiy i
factorily for 12 months.

The minister, the Rev Brian
Johnson, said last week that the
decision was made after one
year's study of eldership and
pastoral care by the combined
church committees of the parish.

“Because it was so different
from the traditional Anglican
form, there had to be a lot of
teaching and discussion te look
at the idea ebjectively,” Mr
Johnson said.

He said that while younger
members of the congregation
were enthusiastic, older ones had
some reservations,

SECRET BALLOT

The first move had been to
ascertain what men in the church
appeared capable of performing
the work of pastoral care and
teaching.

“Aware of the dangers of set-

Strike,

says Dean

The Dean of Sydney, the
Very Rev Lance Shilton,
said recently it was time the
Mothers’ Union went on
strike against the manipula-
tors in our community.

“It is not more money and less
hours you must fight for but
more responsibility and less
the Dean told a
crowded congregation in St
Andrew’s Cathedral,

He was speaking at the
Mothers' Union Annual Dioce-
san service to representatives
from ail Sydney parishes.

The Dean described the chal-
lenge in the community today as:

“Affluent materialism, adult
confusion, mass communication
and secular humanism.”

biblical

ting ourselves up as judge and
jury, we first worked out prin-
ciples, then listed all the men
who attend church,” said Mr
Johnson.

“A secret ballot was then con-
ducted with each committee
member _iven a list of the men

“One tick was placed next w
the name of anyone considered
to be poiontial elder material,
and two ti'ks for those thought
to be already practising as one. 1
placed myself on the list.”

Mr Johunson said that nine
people were selected all with a
high degree of unanimity.

These continued to do what
had been done in the past, ex-
cept that they were now meeting
monthly. At these meetings they
sought to t(rain themselves, to
increase their ability in pastoral
care and to share together,

The elders had a lot of
responsibility and Mr Johnson
said he would be very hesitant
to exercise “any monolithic
authority™ if their desires were
different to his,

“BETTER THAN THE
OLD SYSTEM”

At St Peter's, Burwood East,
IWO successive vestry meetings
have voted not to have a parish
council, after a congregational
meeting over a year ago when
the principles of eldership were
discussed.

There are at present seven
elders and no limit has been
placed on the number. The
genera! qualification is that
elders should have obvious pas-
toral gifts, be over 25 years old,
have been members of the
congregation for at least six
months, and be married.

Election is by written nomi-
nation by any two members of
the congregation, who hand their
nomination to the elders,

If these accept the nomination,
the person is then approached. If
he agrees to stand, his name is
read vut to the congregation on
two successive Sundays.

=

G. K. Chesterton:

anything.”

During the course of some lectures in a
department at Sydney University last year, ref-
erence was made to Erich von Daniken and
his divine chariots. The lecturer was amazed
to discover later what a high proportion of the
students fully accepted this nonsensical theory,
despite the fact that they were of greater in-
telligence and educational attainments than the
average person in the community.

Fewer students today might believe in
Erich von Daniken, because of the many,
widely publicised criticisms of his theory. But
other errors will take its place — perhaps
oceultism, or Satanism. Or perhaps the error
may take a more sophisticated, pseudo-scien-
tific form. But there is bound to be error
where truth is absent. In the words ascribed to

“When people cease to believe in God,
they do not believe in nothing; they believe in

Multiplying education and knowledge ob-
viously does not solve the problem. It merely
metamophoses it. Few university graduates, one
would think, would become Armstrongites or
Jehovah's Witnesses; but many might find
Buddhism and other forms of pantheism, or
plain old-fashioned agnosticism, attractive.

The spirit of error influences different

error.

Objections must be made to
the elders within a week, and
they decide whether the objec-
tion is valid, If there is no objec-
tion, election is amtomatic,

The minister, the Rev
Don Howard, said that the in-
itiative for the move had come
from the congregation,

QUALIFICATIONS

“Members saw two basic ob-
jections to the parish council
system,” said Mr Howard.

“First, by tradition, parish
councillors rarely saw them-
selves as  having  spiritual

responsibility within the congre-

Second, because a  set
number is elected, this may re-
sult in those without spiritual dis-
cernment being elected to fill the
number, or those with such
qualities being left off because
of insufficient vacancies,

“We have a long way to go,
but consider this system scrip-
tural and as working better
than the old.”

Mr Howard said that provi-
sion would be made shortly to
give the congregation the right to
take the initiative in removing
elders considered unfit for office

T'he general opinion was that
eldership should be perpetual as
long as the elder remained in
congregation.

Australian religious
press at Lausanne

Australian religious media will be well represented at
the International Congress on World Evangelisation (July
16-25, Switzerland), and will cable daily reports to all

media outlets in Australia.

Four Australians have accept-
ed invitations from Mr Warwick
Olsan, the Congress's Commu-
nications Director, to join the
Congress Press Staff. They are
Bishop Gerald Muston (Angli
can) of Melbourne, who will be
liaison between Congress partici
pants and media representatives;
Mr Barry Berryman (Congrega-
tionalist) of Sydney, who will be
production manager of the Con-
gress daily newspaper; the Rey
Richard Wrightson (Methodist) of
Tamworth, news editor of the
daily newspaper; and the Rev
Alan Nichols (Anglican) of Syd-
ney, who will undertake special
writing assignments,

Among other media represen-
tatives who will be covering the
Congress are: Mr Eric Daley
(New Life); Mr Gerald Davis
(Church Scene); the Rev Rex
Meyer (Church Record); and Mr
Clifford Warne and Mr Stewart
Mudge (Church of England Tele-
vision Society).

It is expected that as many as
300 secular and religious media
people will be in Lausanne, Swit-

EDITORIAL

God does not promise to keep Christians
miraculously from errors in arithmetic, or re-
veal the mysteries of physics in visions of the
night. Our natural intelligence is given to us so
that we can acquire knowledge of the natural
universe, and one of the ways in which such
knowledge grows is by erroneous assumptions
and hypotheses being corrected after further
thought or consideration.

But in spiritual matters the child of God
can confidently expect to be kept safe by God
the Holy Spirit from fundamental error.

As Christians we have a duty to the mul-
titudes around us who are erring from the

zerland, for the 10-day Congress
Media coverage is likely to kigh-
light radical contributions from
Latin American participants; the
contribution of Dr Billy Gra-
ham; the small group consult-
ations on evangelising particular
problem areas and across cultu-
ral and language barriers; and
the extent to which Third World
participants are able to influence
the thinking of Western repre
sentatives,
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Off the
Record

VERSATILITY? How's
this! A performer from the
stage show “Godspell” later
obtained a role in the TV
series, 96, That’s not all. He's
now been featured as a male
pin-up in a women's mag. All
things to all men?

* * *

OUR comment on hymns and
their use (abuse?) has brought to
light a list of hymns banned by
one Sydney rector. At a recent
diocesan do, he pointed out a
line from one of them after we
had sung it with gusto:

“His powerful blood did once
atone,

And now it pleads before the
throne,”

Does it? ‘Our forgiveness rests
on our Lord’s finished work.

* * *

THREE  separate couples
from three dioceses have told me
of being knocked back when
they asked for their banns to be
read. Why this dislike of a pleas-
ant custom?  Congregations like
to share the young foiks' joy,
and they're reminded that they
do have a say in the conduct of
local church affairs. Perhaps this
latter is the reason for rectorial
reticence,  After all, to have
someone chjecting, even on valid
grounds, might be construed as
an attack upon monolithic minis-
terial authority, My prayer book
: “Banns . . . must be pub-
lished in the Church . . . Well?

* * *

DOCTORED doctrine is not
confined to hymns, Acts 1348
reads, “. . . as many as were or-
dained to eternal life believed.”
At least, that's the gist of most
translations. Now we have a
volume called “The Living
Bible,” which reads, “As many as
wanted eternal life believed.”
True, there are two footnotes to
satisfy all tastes; but it's the main
reading that carries the weight
For those who have purchased a
copy, check Romans 8:29 against
a reliable version

The Needle.

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

people in different ways — ways that depend
on background, mentality, social and
tellectual interests, etc. But people are bound
to be influenced and led astray by that spirit
unless they are protected by the Holy Spirit,
the spirit of truth,

One of the gifts of God to His children
for which they should be most thankful is the
power of spiritual discernment through the
Holy Spirit. They can know the truth about
God, the world, and themselves through the
Scriptures as interpreted to them by the spirit.
This is the divine preservative against spiritual

to error in general.

achieved.

that it ha

truth of God. We owe it to them and to the
in- God whom we present and whose Spirit abides
within us both to oppose particular errors and
demonstrate their falsity and to set forth the
gospel of Christ as the fundamental antidote

To show the falsity of erroncous belief
involves analysis and understanding of them
and their background, as well as discernment
of the basis of their people. This is not always
easy, but it must be done if anything is to be

Nor is it easy to proclaim the gospel of
truth to a blase, impatient world, utterly sure
seen through Christianity years ago.
There is a strong teraptation to shirk the task
as too difficult, and perhaps there are already
disquieting signs in the contemporary church
of reluctance to embark seriously on evange-
lism. Such reluctance can be disguised as con-
cern about the theology of evangelism, and in
the local church sphere by too much concern
about who should be doing it and how, to the
detriment of buckling down to doing it.

Christians generally need to recover faith
in the convicting and converting power of the
Holy Spirit. Only when possessed of such a
faith will they be able 10 fight successfully
against soul-destroying error.




