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Perth deacons’ course

From DAVID SECCOMBE

In 1972 the diocese of
Perth began a one year full-
time course for the practical
training of deacons. This
course is done at the end of
theological training. Having
just completed the course
for 1973 1 would like to
make some comments.

T'he course consisted of a
number of work placements
throughout the vear in which the
deacons were involved in the
various activities of the diocese
The year began with 10 weeks in
a new housing area where the
parish was very much in a
development phase. The deacons
worked under the guidance of
parish ministers doing such
things as visitation, baptismal
interviews, scripture teaching and
SCrvices

As well there were two hospi
tal placements, general and psy-
chiatric, each lasting four weeks,
two weeks in a private school, 10
days in a country parish, 10
weeks in an established parish
and a number of visits to other
agencies.

In addition to these place
ments there was a Group Life
Laboratory and a course in pas-
toral counselling

Placements usually involved
the deacons Wednesdays to Fri-
days and on Sundays. Mondays
and Tuesdays were devoted to
seminars on pastoral subjects
and to discussion of each others
experience in the current place
ment

The course was helpful for a

number of reasons: first it gave
the deacons a good knowledge of
the workings of the diocese, of
IS agencies, [\-l\nlmcl and the
resources available to the parish
minister. For someone coming
from outside the diocese this was
invaluable

Second, it enabled the deacons
1o experience various Kinds of
Christian work at first hand, to
evaluate their present effect
iveness and to evaluate their own

capabilities within that particular
sphere

Third, it enabled an informed
discussion of problems arising
over a wide range of ministries

Ihe course ensured that the
deacons entered their new minis-
tries well aware of the real task
confronting them, with a better
knowledge of their own cap-
abilities and acquainted with the
help and resources available to
them

SU opens new

office

“The greatest union on
carth——the Union that binds
men and women who love
God's Word and read it
round the world, in every
clime and tongue”—Rev K.
C. Stephens said of the
Scripture  Union when he
opened its new North
Queensland regional office
in Townsville last month,

he new office is at 11 Noo-
nan Street, Heatley, Townsville,
where Mr David Johnson has
been regional SU representative
since 1968

Dr John Lucas, chairman of
the North Queensland SU Com-
mittee, said that the praying and
giving of the North Queensland

people had made the new office
possible. Some had given volun-

St John's
Warden

Canon John 1 May,
M.A., MB.E.,, Warden of
St John's I'heological
College, Morpeth, in the
diocese of Newcastle, has
resigned

® ! L

Rev Dudley Foord, rector
of Christ Church, St Ives,
and notable Bible teacher
and theologian, left Sydney
on December 26 to attend
conferences and  address
gatherings in various parts
of South East Asia.

His first engagement was the
First Asian Missionary Con-
vention in Manila, the Philip
pines from December 26 to 31.

From there he flew to Hong
Kong to attend one of the most
signibcant Asian Christian meet-
ings of recent years the Pan
Asia Theological Consultation
December 31 to January 4

After Hong Kong, Mr Foord
spent four days in Japan and vis-
ited North Borneo, Singapore
and Indonesia briefly before re-
turning to Sydney

Rev Dudley Foord

Morpeth
resigns

Canon May, who is 59, was
appointed to St John's in 1963
Previously he had been canon
chancellor of St David’s Cath
edral, Hobart and Warden of
Christ College in the University
of Tasmania since 1958

The son of a clergyman,
Canon May was educated in
Hobart and graduated from
Christ College From 1940 to
he was an AIF chaplain
the 8th Division and after
wduated from Worcest
er Col , Oxford. Until going
to Newcastle, all his ministry
ipart from two periods of Army
service, had been spent in Tas
mania

During the 10 years of his
Wardenship  the  registrations
have fluctuated between 20-64
students and over 40 men have
gained honours in the ‘TH.I
examinations

T'he College Council expressed
the strong hope that the Canon
might continue to share his
many gifts within the fellowship
of the diocese and subsequenily
he has been invited to accept a
senior appointment in the city of
Newcastle

F.O.L. result

Legislation to end public dis-
play of pornography is coming
soon for Britain, Prime Minister
Edward Heath promised the
tough stand in response to a
million-plus  signature petition
presented as part of the evangeli-
cal Festival of Light campaign.

in NQ
tary labour in the building and
others had donated furnishings
In North Queens'and there are
now 14 ISCF groups (12 in
high schools and two in primary
schools), and approximately 80
Scripture Union Bible reading
branches in many denomina
tions. As well, vocational camps
for primary and school
students are held throughout the
year

f S.

On St Thomas' Day, 21

December,  Archbishop Sir
Philip Strong celebrated the
golden jubilee of his ordin-
ation,
I'he former Archbishop of
Brisbane and Primate was or-
dained by the famous Bishop
Hensley Henson in  Durham
Cathedral in 1923

On the jubilee occasion, Arch
bishop Philip celebrated Holy
Communion in  Holy Trinity
Cathedral, Wangaratta  and
Archbishop Frank Woods, the
present Primate, came up from
Melbourne to preach at the ser-
vice.

I'he Archbishop lives in very
ictive retirement in the Cath
edral Close, Wangarratta, He is

74 and is the son of an Oxford
clergyman

- . y
Rival bids
for RI

il
time

South Australia is to follow
the lead of Western Australia
and end separate denominational
religious instruction in  State
schools.

Denominations, with all their
difficulties, may well rue the day
they relinquished this field in
favour of government-sponsored
teacher-taught religious curricula
with their emphasis on com-
parative religicn,

An interesting sequel in South
Australia is the pressure on the
Minister of Education from two
groups, the homosexuals and the
Humanist Society, who claim the
right to address all children in
State schools

If we fail to see the urgency
of the unique claims of Christ,
we casily lose sight of the dan
gers of vacating the field to
others who bring superior zeal to
worthless objectives

Caravan hire
helps parish

I'he parish of Derby in
the diocese of North West
Australia recently  bought
five caravans.

I'he rector, Canon Bernard
Buckland, who has been a BCA
missioner in the diocese for ten
years, told the press that the

avans cost $6,500, which was
ess than the parish had budg
l'|\'l| for.

The caravans are available for
hire and the rents will help the
parish towards self-support and
to be less reliant on help from
the Bush Church Aid Society.

By mid-December, four of the
caravans were out on hire
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Feeble defence of
Human Rights Bill

Senator Murphy’s Human Rights Bill

ikely to come before Federal Parlia-

ment early this year. Denominational leadeis as well as legal and constitutional

authorities have referred to serious weaknesses or omissions in the Bill and its

attack on existing citiz

Press reports of Rev Bernard
Judd’s criticisms of Senator L. J
Murphy's Human Rights Bill
caused the Acting Attorney
General (Mr Keppel Enderby) to
reply by quoting parts of the Bill
which were not in dispute

T'he press reminded Mr End
erby that he had not answered
Mr Judd’'s objection that clause
10(4) of the Bill would permit
the Government to regulate the
“time, place and manner” in
which people may manifest their
religion and beliefs. In addition,
while the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political
Rights defines the family as
“The natural and fundamental
group unit of society which is
entitled to protection hy society
and the State,” the Murphy Bill
omits this altogether

Having failed to answer these
objections on the first day with
his references to undisputed sec
tions of the bill, Mr Enderby sent
a telegram the next day to Rev
B. G. Judd

The text of this telegram is as
follows.

CANBERRA ACT 671 9.20A
Rev. Bernard Judd,
St. Peter's Anglican Church,
188 Farbes Street, Darlinghurst
NSW
28/12/73

I refer to your comments on
the Human Rights Bill. 1 am
concerned that these comments
are based on a misunderstanding
of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and
the Government’s decision 1o
give effect to it. For yowr
information I supply the follow
ing background in relation to the
Bill. The purpose of the Bill is to
implement the International Cov
enant and to establish in Austra
lian Law fundamental rights
where this is authorised and re
quired by the covenant, and re
medies for the infringement of
those rights. In creating rights, it
has been necessary for the bill to
follow closely the terms of the
covenant, Some parts of the Cov
enant require the creation of a
legal right by legislation: other
parts of the Covenant are ex
pressed in general terms which
do not requfire or authorise the
creation of rights but merely ob
lige State parties to recognise cer
tain general principles

This, Article 23 (1) of the
Covenant  provides that “The
family is the natoral and funda
mental group unit of society and
is entitled 10 protection by
society and the State.” Article 23
(1) is not cast in a form that
would have meaningful effect in
legislation. However, Australia
will be under an obligation to
recognise the principles in article
23 (1) and there already exists in
Australia a variety of laws and
remedies that give protection to
the family in accordance with
the principles recognised in the
article

You have also suggested that
the legislation will permit the
Government 1o impose restric
tions on religious observance

s rights in Australia,

However, the purpose of the
Legislation is to prevent the im-
position of arbitrary restrictions,
Section 116 of the Constitution
provides that the Commonwealth
cannot regulate religious obser
vance. In so far as it is open to
State Parliaments to pass laws
regulating religious observance
the Human Rights Bill will pro
vide safeguards with respect to
any limitatiors that may be im-
posed

Article 18 of the International
Covenant provides that the free-
dom to manifest one's religion
may be subject to certain limita-
lions necessary 1o protect public
safety, order, health or morals,
or the fundamental rights and
freedoms of others. The Bill pro-
vides that only reasonable limita-
tions or regulations of this right
are to be permitted and that the
burden of providing that a re
striction is reasonable lies on the
person asserting this fact. The
test of reasonableness is an ob
jective test and one with which
the courts are familiar. It will
operate as an important
safeguard against the arbitrary
restriction of the Right to Free
dom or Religion. It has also been
alleged recently in press reports
that the Bill has omitted the
“Right” of parents established by
the Covenant to give their chil-
dren religious eduction of the
parents’ choice. However, the
Covenant does not establish such
a right. Article 18(4) of the Cov
enant requires States parties to
“undertake to have respect” for
the “liberty” of parents to ensure
the religious education of their
children and the article is not
drafted in terms (such as is the
case with article I8 (1)) which
establish a right upon which
legislation could be enacted in
implementation of the Covenant.
T'he provision was based on a
similar provision in the Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultu
ral Rights. When the latter pro
vision was drafted, the word
“Liberty” was preferred to the
word “Right” on the ground that
the word “Right" might imply an
obligation for States Parties to
grant material assistance to pri
vate schools. However, the Inter
natianal Covenant will impose an
obligation on Australia to respect
the liberty of parents to ensure
the Religiovs Education of their
children and Australia would be
in breach of this obligation if

this liberty were made the sub-
ject of restrictions
Kep Enderby

Commenting on this tele
Mr Judd told the Record
tion 116 of the Australian Con-
stitution states

The Commonwenlth shall

not make any laws for estab
fishing any religion, or for im
powing any religious observ
ance, or for prohibiting the
free exercise of any religion,
and no religious test shall be
required as a qualification for
any office or public trust under
the Commonwealth."

T'his section limits the power
of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Does it establish the right
1o free religious exercise to such
an extent that no other legisla-
tion can limit such a right? In a
world where there is much
limitation of freedom of speech
and religion, why should we
tamely tolerate the implied
limitation of Senator Murphy's
clause 10(4) and accept Mr End-
erby’s bland assurance that S116
will take care of everything?

The Constitution of the USSR
guarantees freedom of religion
but this has not prevented the
enactment of other laws whose
regulations have greatly restrict
ed the work, witness and worship
of the Christian Church and also
of those of the Jewish and Mos
lem religions.

It is not enough for Mr End-
erby to assure us that “the pur-
pose of the legislation is to pre-
vent the imposition of arbitrary
restrictions” upon religious
observance. I object to what the
Bill actually says in Clause
10(4)

It is pointless for Mr Enderby
1o reply “Oh, you do not under-
stand " We understand very
well that Clause 10(4) could be
invoked to interfere with relig-
ious observance or teaching in
Government or non-Government
schools, What future will there
be for Religious Instruction in
the State schools if Senator Mur
phy and his friends set about
employing 10(4)?

Article 23 of the International
Covenant states:

I. The family is the natura
and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled to protec
tion by society and the State

2. The right of men an
women of l]).llII‘IL'C.I"IL' age to
marry and to found a family
shall be recognised

3. No marriage shall be en
tered into without the free and
full consent of the intending
spouses

4. State Parties to the present
Covenant shall take appropriate
steps 10 ensure equality of rights
and responsibilities of spouses as
to marriage, during marriage and
at its dissolution. In the case of
dissolution, provision shall be
made for the necessary protec-
tion of any children

I'he substance of this Article
1s omitted from the Murphy Bill.

In his telegram Mr Enderby
says that Article 23 (1) is not
cast in a form that would have
meaningful effect in legislation
It is not beyond the powers of
the Parliamentary draftsmen to
deal with this if the Attorney-
General so instructed them but
this omission is what we have
come 10 expect from the Attor-
ney-General. This omission gives
comfort to the humanists and
secularists who claim that the
nuciear family is a thing of the
past. The Murphy Bill excludes
the family from the protection
which the International Cov-
enant would give. The Murphy
Bill erodes the freedom of
parents to exercise their indepen
dent judgment on family matters
without being subjected to
pressure by the State

Article I8 (4) of the UN
Covenant states:

“The States Parties to the
present covenant undertake to
have respect for the liberty of
parents and, when applicable

lega' guardians to ensure the re-
ligious and moral education of
their children in conformity with
their own convictions,"”

T'his is omitted in the Murphy
Bill thus reflecting the Govern-
ment’s attitude to the liberty of
parents in choosing education for
their children. Clause 41 confers
jurisdiction on the Australian
Industrial Court to hear and de-
termine civil proceedings under
this proposed legislation

Again, the strong centralist
tendencies of the present Federal
Government are revealed. Are
the judges of the Industrial
Court qualified by training and
experience to determine matters
arising  from this  proposed
Human R s legislation? It
would be wiser to invest State
courts with Federal jurisdiction
to determine these matters

It is difficult amid the current
avalanche of legislation to watch
everything which the Govm
ment 1s seeking to pass into law
Senator Murphy’s Human Rights
Bill shows that close scrutiny is
vitally necessary if we are to
safeguard our freedom. Clause
10 (4) about regulating the
‘ime, place and manner” in
which people may participate in
their religious observances is full
of potential danger.

It is the kind of provision we
expect to find in a dictatorship
country \kh\.‘l\. Severe restrictions
impede the Churches., Such a
regulation is like a tap. It can be
turned off as well as turned on
Australians have full civil rights
at common law except where
limited by statutory enactments
The codification of legal rights
iIs more likely to be construed
as limiting rights to thase which
are declared to exist

The Murphy Bill is not just a
harmless piece of “window-dress-
ing" legislation which merely
enacts the UN Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. In fact it is
substantial departure, in a
number of significant ways, from
the terms of the UN Covenant. It
constitutes a major intrusion by
the Commonwealth into many
aspects of our way of life which
belong to the jurisdiction of the
Australian States,

T'he Federal Government will
probably seek to amend the
Ausiralian  Constitution to in
corporate its  Human Rights
legislation in the Constitution,
( the Murphy bill s
amended to remove its dan-
rous provisions, the bill must
be defeated

Roderick West to

head T

Mr Roderick Tan West has
been appointed headmaster
of Trinity Grammar School,
Summer Hill, NSW, succeed-
ing Mr J. Wilson Hogg, who
retires at the end of this
year, having been headmas-
ter since 1943,

Mr West, 40, married with
four children, is at present senior
classics master and housemaster
of Baker House at The King's
School. and will commence at
I'rinity  Grammar School on
January 1, 1975

Mr West was born and edu-
cated in Sydney. He is a Master
of Arts from Sydney University,
Bachelor of Divinity from Lon-
don University and has a Diplo-
ma in Education, His wife,
Janet, was a teacher of
French and history before her
marriage. Her M.A. thesis at

{1 i
TADCALY

Bs

rinity Grammar

Sydney University was on the
life of Bishop Broughton, first
Bishop of Australia

He has taught at Coota-

mundra and Fort Street High

Roderick West

Schools, The Abbey Prep School
in Sussex, King Edward’s School,
Witley in Surrey and the Tim-
bertop section of Geelong Gram
mar School. During his year at
Fimbertop he was tutor in Latin
to Prince Charles, who was a
student at the school. He was
also responsible at Timbertop for
logging  parties, ski-ing and
English

He and his wife have always
played an active part in parish
life wherever they have lived
and in the IVF. Mr West has
been a regular lay preacher. He
1s on the Council of the Crusa-
der Union of NSW

Bishop Hulme-Moir, chairman
of the Council, said recently

“Mr West will bring, like Mr
Hogg when he came, youthful-
ness and academic standing to
the school, as well as a clear-cut
Christian conviction,

“l believe that present pupils,
old boys and parents alike will
welcome his appointment and see
in time his mark made upon the
school’s future.”
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as 1o whether women would be
admitted to the priesthood and
episcopate of the Church. After

Rev Charles Barton, an
Australian  who is  doing
post-graduate ‘work in Bos- long debate the motion to
ton, is also vicar of St admit them was defeated, in the
James’s, South Groveland, House of Deputies (clergy and
Massachusetts. Last year he '4ity) even though a majority of

- J delegates voted for the motion,
and his family spent a few  (The system is that each diocese
weeks in Awustralia visiting  has four lay and four clerical
friends and relatives in NSW  delesates. - When  “voting by
\ orders,” if a majority of the de-
and SA. legation vote “yes" it is counted
as a “ves” vote, and likewise for
e “no.” However if the delegation

is a split with two for “yes" and
two for “no,” then it counts as a
At the end of September, the “no.” These split votes when
triennial meeting of the General added to the “no" votes were
Convention of the Episcopal sufficient for the motion to be
Church met in Louisville, Ken lost.)
tucky, (It is the American Another very hot issue was the
counterpart  to the  General  mayter of the Trial Liturgies. If
Synod in Australia.) Because hey were to be given final
some of the issues 10 be voted on  yythority many might have left
were so hot, it was feared that he Episcopal Church, However,
the Episcopal Church might split.  with surprisingly little dissension
From all reports it was an ex- i was decided fo authorise them
citing convention, but none of for trial use for another three
the feared split occurred. vears
For the past six years a great
deal of church money has gone

The hottest issue in many
people’s minds was the question

S STOLLE. LEGE

The Bible
and the
Bible only

A 2-year correspondence course covering the
whole Bible with full notes and a personalised
tutorial service in all States for only $5 a term
If you are keen to get a thorough grasp of the
whole Bible cut out the form below and post it
now to:

The Registrar,

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
BIBLE COLLEGE

P.O. Box 41, Roseville, NSW 2069.
NAME:
ADDRESS

POSTCODE

ASSISTANT LODGE MANAGER
CYTA LODGE, COOMA, NSW.

Due to an expanding programme of accommodation we
seek to appoint an ASSISTANT LODGE MANAGER. The
successful applicant would join a happy staff of full time
and casual personnel in an exciting (with plenty of hard
work) ministry. A husband and wife combination would be
ideal. The wife would be employed on a casual basis. A
man with building trades experience would find this a re-
warding and satisfying position, Previous experience in
the camping situation could be helpful; however this is not
essential as we will train the right person to quickly ach-
ieve the very high standards set by CYTA. A small rent
free flat is provided. SALARY is negotiable. Commencement
date MID MARCH.

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

TO COMPLEMENT THE EXISTING MANAGEMENT TEAM AT
CYTA LODGE. This position calls for a committed young
person with experience in youth work and especially in the
camp situation. In 1974 it is envisaged that up to 15,000
young people will stay at CYTA LODGE. The successful
applicant will be adaptable to the various age groups being
accommodated. At weekends during the snow season he
would also be responsible for co-ordinating the entire
LODGE programme when upwards of 200 young people
would be in residence.

A young person who has completed a Bible, Theological
of Teachers College Course and who is desirous of broad-
ening his experience in the field of YOUTH COUNSELLING
and programming would find this position most rewarding.
Involvement in local youth outreach may also be possible.
A commencement date is planned for mid March. At this
time single accommodation only is available. Salary and
other conditions negotiable.

This advertisement will appear till the closing date for ap-
plications Feo. 15. Interviews will commence prior to this
date,

For further details write “Lodge Positions”

CHRISTIAN YOUTH TRAVEL ASSOCIATION LTD.
BOX 458 P.0., STRATHFIELD, N.S.W. 2135

LETTER FROM MASSACHUSETTS

1o minority racial groups, mainly
black, to help them to achieve
more power on the American
scene. This programme has
generated a great deal of feeling
for it and against it, particularly
as overseas missionary effort has
suffered somewhat because of it,
I'he program will be continued
but under a completely new
structure. What effect this new
structure will have on the pro
gram remains to be seen

The present presiding bishop,
Bishop John Hines, will be retir-
ing next May. He has led the
Episcopal Church in the direc-
tion of greatly increased social
action. His successor, elected by
the House of Bishops, Bishop
John Allin of the diocese of Mis
sissippi, is more conservative. He
has the reputation of being able
to get people of different view-
points to work together., How
conservative he really is will
have to be judged in the future

The marriage canons with re-
gard to the remarriage of
divorced persons have been tidied
up. The pastoral responsibility of
the loc minister has been
emphasised, but the final deci-
sion still lies with the diocesan
bishop.

In the new liturgies, con-
firmation is no longer a pre-re
quisite for admittance to Holy
Communion. It is a voluntary
and repeatable act. They place
the weight squarely on baptism
as being the important rite. This
will be the state of affairs for
the next three years, until the
next General Convention

While many of the decisions
which were made at the General
Convention were in a con
servative direction, as compared
to the last two General Con-
ventions, there is a great deal of
interest in what the results of
this will be. There is a renewed
interest in, and commitment to,
Christian education and evange-
tism. Our prayers can play an
important part in what that re-
sult will be,

Charles D. Barton

Reformed
theologian
retires

Professor G. C. Berkou-
wer, professor of systematic
theology at the Free Univer-
sity in the Netherlands since
1940, has retired

During his years of teaching
he was the “promoter” of about
40 doctors of theology and has
written a formidable shelf of
books. He is perhaps best known
for his “Dogmatic Studies,”

Prof Berkouwer was invited
to attend the sessions of the
Second Vatican Council and has
written  extensively both on
recent Roman Catholic theology
and on the theology of Karl
Barth

His influence has been perhaps
fully as great in other countries
as in the Netherlands.

His successor is Dr J. Veen
hof

. .
anity — Sanctity
G. K. Chesterton rightly said
that, in relation to sex, we are all
born unbalanced: that a man can
hardly reach sanity until he
reaches sanctity,
(Dr S. B. Babbage)

THINKING OF MOVING
OR STORING?
SAVE YOURSELF WORRY
RING FOR FREE QUOTE

529 6148
(Sydney)
L. LARKIN PTY. LTD.

417 ROCKY POINT RD.,
SANS SOUCI (SYDNEY)

Notes and

Academic
theologians &
ivory towers

In the “"Church Times"™ Canon
Charles Smyth is quoted as say-
ing that before World War
II, academic theologians were
more in touch with the pastoral
situation and with the spiritual
needs of the rank and file than
more recently

Canon David Edwards goes
further and says that not only
are the activities and debates of
the professional theologians not
harmless, but that many of the
theologians “are harmful to the
Church and the faith, having
apparently ‘I\uulnnul |hr one
and betrayed the other

Edwards then goes on 1o
lament the absence of parish
clegy from doctrinal  commis-
sions. If we do not agree with his
earlier sentiment, few would
argue with this,

Australia has no Regius Pro-
fessorships in Divinity nor has it
any fulltime academic theo
logians for no university has a
faculty or even a department of
theology

Our theological colleges have
theologians on their staffs but
almost all of them are closely in
touch with the life of the parish
through student placements

As in other countries, some of
our best theologians have given
their whole lives to the ministry
of teaching, having been called
by the Holy Spirit to nurture and

use this special gift in Christ's
service. This work of the Holy
Spirit is often disregarded when
invidious distinctions are being
made,

I'he differing roles of the pas
tor and the teacher will never be
understood as long as we are
prepared to turn a blind eye to
what the Bible says about the
Holy Spirit giving His gifts to
particular men and women as He
chooses,

Developments
in 1974

There are a number of things
which concerned people  will
watch with interest this year

Changes in Roman Catholic
thinking on many issues are hap
pening with dazzling speed and
who knows what this year will
hold under God? One delicate
question to be resolved is that of
Roman Catholic membership of
the Victorian State Council of
the Australian  Council  of
Churches. Will Rome make the
move 1o join with Baptist mem-
bership possibly being with
drawn?

The  Presbyterian  General
Assembly of Australia meets in
May and will take the final vote
to decide whether the denomina-
tion will join the proposed union
with Methodists and Congrega-
tionalists, 35 per cent do not
want union but it is thought that
the majority will go ahead

Will the nation-wide Festival
of Light sustain its initial im-
petus and go to command re-
spect as the voice of Protestant,
evangelical opinion? Its voice
will command respect if
Christians get right behind the
movement and support it actively
in membership, service, prayer
and money. It will need all these
and the Holy Spirit's guidance
and blessing

When a joke
becomes art

Our National Gallery has
spent  $1,300,000 acquiring an
American painting entitled “Blue
Poles™ and in doing so has paid
the highest price ever given for
an American painting

It could spend this kind of
money because of the Federal
Government's  spending  spree
earlier last year and its large
‘cultural™ grants. The Nationa!
Gallery and the Federal Govern-
ment are highly pleased with
their purchase

I'he general public hadn't
quite got over it when it was
announced in the press that it
was “shicker art.” It began, from
all accounts, when two or three
artists were drunk and decided
to splash paint around,

Now we are assured by a
Federal minister that it doesn't
matter how it began. It's the re
sult that counts. That's what we
are worried about.

Similar daubs are entered each
year for the Blake Prize for Re-

ligious Art. Unfortunately, of
recent years, the winner general-
ly presents a canvas which
defies the ordinary rules of per-
ception,

T'he Blake Prize Committee
send the ACR each year a photo
of the winning entry for repro-
duction in our columns, In many
instances we have been genuinely
at a loss to know which was the
top or bottom of the picture and
our blockmakers were also at a
loss,

All of which suggests that
most pmpk are becoming the
asty joke and that
al esoteric insight is
necessary to find anything worth
looking at in the slap-happy
daubs that pass for art these
days.

Painting was once one of the
noblest arts, Today in some cir-
cles it is a vehicle for under-
lining the ignorance of all but
the chosen.

Because . . .
1. The company is wholly

the Church.

"~

world,

& w

with this company.

w

Phone 28 0709,

Insure Church Property with the
CHURCH OF ENGLAND INSURANCE

CO. of Australia Limited
(Inc. in N.S.W.)

owned by the Dioceses of the
Church of England and it operates entirely for the benefit of

. Our re-insuring companies are among the strongest in the

. Claims, both large and small, are dealt with promptly,
. Church property worth more than $65,000,000 is insured

. Classes of insurance undertaken include FIRE (with exten-
carthquake, etc., if required),
MOTOR CAR, PUBLIC RISKS, Plate Glass and BURG-

sion to storm and tempest,

HONORARY DIRECTORS:

Rt Rev R. C. KERLE, BA, THL,

R. A. CATLEY
Ven C. A. GOODWIN, MBE (alternate)
G. O'KEEFFE, OBE, THL, JP (alternate)
W. M. COWPER

82 PITT STREET, SYDNEY.
Telegrams: COFE, SYDNEY,

LARY,
E. N, MILLNER.
C. E. SMITH,
K. B. PRICE,
Canon G.

FCA (Chairman)

MBE, FCA
MA (Oxon)
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Hundreds of
unused hymns

SIR Dr B, W. Powers is
concenned that the proposed new
hymn book may not contain
more than 600 hymns (A.C.R
13/12/73). My concern is that it
may have more than 200,

For generations  Anglicans
have paid through the neck for
hundreds of hymns they never
got. I put down the average Ang-
lican parish repertoire at about
200 and I can see no increase for
the future. Why then saddle us
with 1,000 hymns, all of which
cost considerable sums to pro
duce in a hymnary?

In the musical edition of the
Book of Common Praise four
whole pages are taken up with
hymns for Confirmation, while
everytime we have a Con-
firmation, at least in the Sydney
Diocese, we have to supply our
selves with hymns on a sheet

If Dr Powers wants a special
hymn to celebrate the Feast of
St Blasius on February 3rd let
him arrange to have it duplicated
for his congregation from exist
ing books rather than to make
the whole Church pay for it.

All said and done, we have got
by with 150 psalms for a mighty
long time.

Canon C. M, Gilhespy,
Canterbury, NSW.

HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution),

EVERSLEIGH,
274 Addison Road, Petersham.,

NERINGAH,
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga.

GREENWICH,
River Road, Greenwich,

These hospitals (320 beds) under-
take specialised medical and
nursing care of chronically ill
patients of any age, nationality
or religious faith,

These hospitals are co-operating
with certain general hospitals in
the retraining of eligible patients
to return to their normal en-
vironment (home, eic),

Your help is urgently needed for
our immediate and future needs,
including the rehabilitation units
at each hospital.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL.

All donations. over $2 are
allowable deductions for income
fax purposes,

For further information, phone
or write to:

The Chicf Executive
dificer,
Box 124, Post Office,
Petersham, N.S.W., 2049,
56 5621. 56 8871.

Letters

THE EDITOR

A problem of
property use

SIR Recently | received
information about a *“Logos
Ministers’ Convention” to be
held at Springwood, NSW, dur-
ing February

Every literate Christian will
know that “Logos"” is committed
to the neo-pentecostal position
and I am therefore disturbed to
see that this convention is to be
held at Blue Gum Lodge, which
property 1 assume belongs to the
Youth Department of the diocese
of Sydney

This type of action is both ir
responsible and misleading for it
gives the impression that the
Youth Department is committed
to the pentecostal position (which
I trust is not true), or that the
Church of England is (which 1
know is not true) and should not
be allowed to pass without cen-
sure.

T. C. Milton,
Greenacre, NSW.

A little child
shall lead them

SIR With our present
society putting pressures on us
all via television, radio and ad-
vertisement concerning Christ-
mas we find we are being told to
p, Cal more, move lllll(k'

e can have more time for
enjoyment, we find the real
Christmas meaning is being
pushed further into the back-
ground

While listening to a television
interviewer  asking  different
people their ideas concerning
their most important time of the
year such remarks could be
hc;nd.

“To give my \hlldun all the
presents they want

“To have an enjoyable time as
much as I can.”

“To live it up and have as
much to drink and eat as
possible.”

T'he true Christmas measage
was left to a little boy to get
ACross.

Asked what he would like

MOVING:
FURNITURE REMOVALS.

rel ale nd careful hand-
linu "established 34 years. Contact

A. R. C. THOMAS

§ Bourke Stree!
NORTH PARRAMAYTA

630 1241, 635 6688 (all hours)

"HARVEST THEATRE"

will held

AUDITIONS

in: SINGING—DRAMATIC
READING MOVEMENT

special

at St. Augustine’s Church of Englund
Wycombe Road, Neutral Bay
SATURDAY 9th FEBRUARY, 1974
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Kings Cross and en-
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Grand Harbour views S
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Luxury suites in new
wing. Instant Booking
Service in all States.
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RATES FOR GROUPS,
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VICTORIA STREET, KINGS CROSS, SYDNEY 2011, 35 3155, Telex AR21418
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Letters to the editor
should not exceed 300
words.

most concerning Christmas, he
said “To learn to love the baby
Jesus more.”

Who said we cannot learn a
Christmas lesson from a child?
He certainly banished all doubt
from my mind

D. Charleston,
Yagoona, NSW,
Report received
.
or adopted?

SIR I am sure that Rev
Bruce L. Smith (ACR 10/1/74)
believed when he presented the
homosexuality report to Sydney
synod that receiving it was vir
tually the same thing as adopting
it. Obviously not all synod mem-
bers agreed with him; for other
wise the amendments criticising
it would not have agreed to its
reception, as they did

Perhaps he wishes now that he
had moved for its adoption, since
anyone will see on cansulting
any authority on parliamentary
practice or procedure at meetings
that the difference is far from a
mere technicality

Perhaps if he had done this
the report would have been
adopted. And perhaps not. For
my parl, as believer in the
workings of divine providence, |
canfess to being grateful that
synod did not harm the image of
Sydney diocese by adopting it

but merely received it and so did
not commit itself
But Mr Smith is mistaken in
thinking that my particular con
cern is whether the report was
received or adopted. My particu
lar concern is the report itself.
Several people, myself included,
have drawn attention to some of
its faults
G. S. Clarke,
Putney, NSW,

The Human Right
not to have
chest x-rays

SIR I notice from your re-
port on the Human Rights Bill
that in the International Cov
enant that religious freedom can
be restricted according to Article
I8 where a person’s religious
rights have no freedom in rela-
tion to health

o my mind this can be as
much to the detriment of the
individual as can any other Kind
of freedom, because a law can
be passed which is not in accord
with Christian ethics and put
through the legislative process
without  electors  appreciating
what has been done. In fact,
such a law is already operating
in this country, but nobody sces
how it belittles human dignity

A politican when quizzed dur
ing a seminar with Methodist
ministers said “Everything can-
not be as ethical as one would
wish but the people have to be
educated.” What to—the animal
stage? In this connection 1 found

Mission chairman

Mr Bryan Linacre has ac-
cepted the invitation of the
Mission of St. James and St.
John, Melbourne, to be the
Mission’s Appeal Chairman.

Mr Linacre, a warden of St
Andrew’s Church, Brighton, has
been associated with the parish
all his life and is a member of
the Brighton Grammar School
Council

Mr Linacre, his wife Peggy
and three daughters make up
a close-knit family, sharing
same interests, sailing and ski-
ing. It was only after a family
discussion that Mr Linacre ac
cepted the Appeal Chairmanship.

His family, he reported, are
right in this with him especially
his wife Peggy, who is a Dioce-
san  Vice-President  of  the
Mothers' Union, and his eldest
daughter who is a physiotherapy
student at Melbourne University

In business life, Mr Linacre is
Market Development Manager
for W. R. Grace and Co, and his
interest in the food industry keeps
him running between States and

More
overseas

relief

I'he Archbishop of Syd-
ney, the Most Rev M. L.
Loane, has made further
grants to needy areas of the
world through his Overseas
Relief Fund.

T'he gifts are:

$4,000 for famine relief to the
Christian Relief Committee Eth-
iopia; $1,000 for flood relief to
the Church Missionary Society,
Pakistan: $1,000 for drought and
famine relief to Bishop Solomon,
South India

Two further grants of $1,000
each were made to the Rev M.
Graven, Phnom Penh and the
Hamlin Fistula Welfare and
Research Trust, Ethiopia,

This brings the total dis-
tributed through the Arch-
bishop's Overseas Relief Fund
since October, 1973, to over
$18,000.

overseas. Nevertheless, this busy
man has committed  himself
whaolly to his forthcoming task as
Appeal Chairman for the Mis-
sion of St James and St John

Painter and
Decorator

Only first-class materials used
and all work guaranteed
Free quotes given.
Allan H. Murray,

347 Roberts Road, Greenacre,
N.S.W,, 2190,

Phone: 759 8215 (Sydney).

a book entitled “Should Doctors
play God?" interesting

Because of the close co-opera-
tion between doctors and clergy
this matter has been entirely
overlooked in this country, With
the concern being expressed over
Senator  Murphy's bill perhaps
Australians may arouse them
selves from moral stupor enough
to ask for action,

Who will do it is another
question. An elderly person 1
know thinks the whole issue
without warrant. The young see
only an idealised world. 1 do not
think any politicians of any
party in this country understand
what propriety means or they
could never have passed the Act
of which | write and about
which the church maintains sil-
ence. That Act was passed over
25 years ago and our politicians
have not improved in such know-
ledge

W. Terry,
Hawthorne, Q.

St. ANDREW’S
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL

A broad and progressive
education through primary
and secondary levels,
Scholarships for Cathedral
Choriste and Proba-
tioners. Nearly 400 boys
from all over the metro-
politan area are currently
attending this unique
school in the heart of the
yv. The exciting new
Cathedral School opens in
1975.
Limited vacancies for new
pupils,
Write or telephone for
more information.
511 KENT STREET,
SYDNEY, 2000.
TEL: 61 6491

We need a young lady with
phones, camp applications,

connection with running our
interesting

Broadley, 26 318

OFFICE SECRETARY/CLERK

interested in people, for our
typing and general office work in
camps. The work 1s varied and

For an appointment or more information, please ring Mr
7.

Crusader Union of NS,W,,
590 George Street, SYDNEY, NS.W., 2000

a Church background, who is
City office Work involves

To mark

Reverend Alan

The N.S.W. Auxiliary of the Bible Society
in Australia invites you to an
HISTORIC ANNIVERSARY AND THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

8 pm. Thursday, 7th March, 1974

ST. STEPHEN'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Macquarie Street, Sydney

e 170th Anniversary of the British and
Foreign Bible Society

e 157th year of the Bible Society in
Australia

® Retirement of the State Secretary, the

® Induction of the Secretary-Elect,
Mr Keith J. Williams

SPEAKER: The Reverend Neville Anderson, B.D.,
Theol. M., Principal of the Melbourne Bible
Institute.

ALL WELCOME

F. Scott, B.E.M.
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Classifed advartisements may be
left at the ofice or phoned to
812975 wo to noon on the Monday

the week before publication.
Charge 1s "Sc per word with a mini-
mum charge of $1

Positions Vacaont

THE CHURCH
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

from the follow-
original Commi
Land, North Australia

Invites applications

NURSING slleRs (DC

STENOGRAPHER

ASSIST. SHOP MANAGER
(Male or female

These positions are opportun
Christian service, and help is
needed

Active church aft
ter's references essentia

and travelling ex-

Accommodatic
penses provided

For further details please phone

61 9487

p ¢c/0 CMS, 93 Bathurst Street

R.l. CONSULTANT

England Board of Ed

of Sydney requires

EDITORIAL STAFF

Church of England Board

with
Christian
and

and co

The Administration Manager
(hw(h of England Youth Depuvmun(
Kent Street, SYDNEY

WOMANS' CHRISTIAN TEMPER

UNION requires a Resp le
position, rewarding w
City office. Phone 61 4075, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Evening B4 223¢

IDOKSNOP A\SIsl’l\NT required

tacts In par

and schools. Previous experience pre
terred. Ideal for " keen to pro
mote Christia

Apply by writing to the manager
The Church Army nm,. hop, P.O. Box
784L Newcastle, 2

612975

Phone your classifieds

Please mention “Church
Record” when replying to
our advertisers,

R T T T T T T T T

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Nessnnnd

Wanted

Phc"u 61 9487 L M.S Book
0\ Bathurst Street, Sydney

WANTED. 100 more students to enrol
n C ! E, Bible Coliege. Full Bible

correspondence

from Registrar. P.O, Box
NSW., 2069

H&ﬁauy
Accommodation

BRIGHT (Vic.)
Cook's Pioneer Holiday
Flats
Fully Self-contained Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2

and 3 bedrooms

An ideal holiday spot for all
age groups. Children wel-
come

Box 8 Bright (Vic.). Ph. 16.

LUTANDA
YOUTH HAVEN
Toukley, N.S.W.

Near to lakes and surf.
Small or large house parties.
Good accommodation, max. 150

Apply: MANAGER,

P.O. Box 21, Toukley, N.S.W.
Tel 2263
Toukley 964 336, Sydney 84 1601,

Accommodation
To Let | Wanted

terraced house which real
1

Interstate
Services

Harry Good

For Sale

275 dit
Kit 15
post paid
Northcote

GIFT IDEAS. Stamp C
ferent. A 54

ent Aust
tems, $6 VAI.,u for
NSW. A May
Street, Car r;-.‘r. 2229

MACHINE

bs, edgings, screen-
en s—8 at once and
$105, Ideal self-help pro
nd {or leaflets. Department
C.R., Fo Farm Research, London-
derry, NS.W. 2753

CONCRETE 8LOCK

Dick Lucas at St

The Dean of Sydney invi-
ted the Rev. Dick Lucas,
famous for his unique speci-
alised ministry to business-
men in his church of St
Helen’s Bishopsgate, Lon-
don, to be the special guest
speaker at a service and
lunch for business and pro-
fessional people in St, And-
rew’s Cathedral, on Tuesday,
January 20th,

In London each week up to
600 business people crowd into
St. Helen's, which stands out
among the skyscrapers in the
square mile of the old City of

London, to hear Mr Lucas
preach
M1 Lucas belives that

Christian businessmen are ideal
ambassadors for Christianity be-
cause they are “travelling men"
who are able to witness (0 their
faith as they move about the
country and overseas on busi
ness,

Dean Shilton intends to con

et Andrew’s Cathedral

duct the same kind of ministry
as Mr Lucas, with lunch-hour
midweek services weekly for
businessmen, followed by a light
lunch, in St. Andrew’s Cathedral
every Wednesday

Subjects for the lunch-hour
services in February - at which
Dean Shilton will preach are:

6th “Christian or Fellow Trav-
eller,” 13th “Freedom to Read
and Hear What we Like.” 20th
“Can a Christian Succeed in
Business.” 27th “Where is the
Generation Gap?”

Christian

on disengagement

Man’s number one prob-
lem is the breakdown in
human relationships, but as
Christians, our relationship
with God should enable us to
cope with this

I'he speaker was Dr J, H.
Hercus, Honorary Ophthal-
mologist to the University of
New South Wales Teaching
Hospitals.

Over 400 students from all
states of Australia and from the
South Pacific met from 12-19
January 1974 at the University
of New England Armidale,
NSW. The occasion was the an
nual confegence of the Austra-
lian Fellowship of Evangelical
Students, a tertiary student asso-
ciation formerly known as the
Inter Varsity Fellowship of
Australia

Dr Hercus expressed concern
that Christian Students were in
danger of sharing the growing
tendency within the broader
Christian community to with-
draw from engagement in con-
temporary problems. T'he
students at his conference took
this challenge seriously
RELEVANCE

‘Being Christ's People in
l'oday's World' was the theme
explored in cach of the confer-
ence addresses. Students were
d to relate their belief
in God to their professional stud-
ies and to re-examine their atti
tudes to problems very much
part of our culture: poverty, con-
servation, education and commu-
nity needs
VARIETY

Bishop D. W. B. Robinson,
Bishop in Parramatta and Dr W
E. C. Andersen, Senior Lecturer
in Education at the Sydney Uni
versity, were other guest speak

ers

Bishop Robinson icoked at the
way first century Christians
applied in their cultural context
the teachings of Christ as record
ed by the historian Luke, and
showed how many of the prin-
ciples they used apply to Austra-

Heartline tugs
700 people

700 people have rung
Sydnev's Heartline since it
began 14 month’ ago. Heart-
line was started to provide
telephone counselling for dis-
tressed people, particularly
girls faced with an unexpec-
ted pregnancy.

It began in Cusa House but
has always  had inter-
denominational aims., Lately it
has come under the auspices of
the Right to Life Association of
whom Mrs E. Cutriss is the
president, and Bishop Frank
Hulme-Moir, Mr Jim Cameron,
MLA, and Mrs Brian White, are
vice-presidents

The telephone counselling ser-
vice of Heartline is undertaken
by Christian women who give
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one day a month or a fortnight
but more counsellors are needed
A short training course was held
on four Tuesday mornings in
October and further courses are
planned.

Lecturers include: Rev W. Y,
Payne, Director, Anglican Coun-
selling Service; Mrs M
McDonald, Principal Officer,
Catholic Adoption Agency: Mr F
Johnson, Director, Marriage
Guidance Council of NSW; Mr
\" Nesbitt, Micro- Ih()ln;_u[
Right to Life Association;
Matron A. Bingham, Carramar
Hostel, ( hun’h of England
Home Mission Society; Rev J.
Davoren,  Director, Catholic
Family Welfare Bureau

Women who would like to
help in this work should contact
Mrs D. B. Knox at Moore Col-
lege, 51 1136

lian life today

‘Christian Encounters’ was the
title of a series of addresses
given by Dr Andersen in which
he examined the concepts of
God as a person, ourselves as
persons and personal relation-
ships with God and. our fellows

I'he conference theme was fur
ther explored in seminar papers
on a \'.ll]t' range of \ll"lk’\f\ mn
cluding urban living, women's
lib, studying the Bible together,
and mind and brain. Work
groups in drama, film analysis,
student journalism, radio and
IL'I«'\'\IIHI communication were

also held

students

warned

ITEACHER INVOLVEMEN1

I'he conference sessions were
hared with members of the
Australian Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship. Teachers from all
states met to explore what it
means 10 be Christ's people in
education. Discussions were held
in the areas of moral education
discipline, cross cultural teaching
and the professional responsi
bility of the teacher

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE

Preparations are already in
hand for next year's conference
1o be held at Monash University
As an international conference
delegates will be coming from
countries in Asia and Europe as
well as from all states of Austra
lia, It is anticipated that about a
thousand students wil! be there.

Mixed reaction to
Bourdeaux’s visit

The visit to Australia in
March of Rev Michael A
Bourdeaux, author of five
books on Christianity in Rus-
sia, has been met with mixed
feelings in Australia,

Mr Bourdeaux is the director
of the London Centre for the
Study of Religion and Commun
ism and his published books and
frequent articles in the Church
limes and elsewhere indicate that
his research shows that the Soviet
authorities keep up a constant
persecution of Christians in Rus-
SiiL

He has also shown, to the
satisfaction of many, that Rus
sian Orthodox representation at
the World Council of Churches
and elsewhere is only permitted
to those who will use such ocea
sions for the political advamtage
of Communism

When the WCC held its
executive meeting in Australia in
1972,  Bourdeaux wrote that
Archbishop Nikodim, who came

as a member of that meeting,
was a  Sovie

-appointed arch
bishop at the age of 32. A year
later, the Russians had him dis

missed from that post

Mr Bourdeaux will visit several
capital cities on a visit organised
by friends in Melbourne. The
Australian Council of Churches
felt unable to sponsor ithe visit

but invited State Councils to
assist in arranging meetings.

According 10 a press report,
the NSW State Council of the
ACC has declined to be associa-
ted with such arrangements.

BIBLE SOC.
REP. FOR
NORTH TAS.

Mr Colin Rodda, 32, has
been appointed Bible Society
RLpIL'\L'III;llI\U for Northern
l'asmania.

His appointment follows the
transfer of Rev John Ward to
Bible Society Representative for
Southern Queensland

Mr Rodda has been a local
preacher with the Methodist
Church in New South Wales for
eight years. He has also been ac-
tive in Christian Endeavour and
Youth for Christ work.

Both Mr Rodda and his wife
Daisy completed the two-year
course at the Queensland Bible
Institute and gained diplomas

T'he Roddas have two chil
dren,

T'hey will move to Launceston
in time for Mr Rodda to take up
his new appointment at the end
of March.

Australian  Bo of Missions The

with hu

r appointment

The State Secretary s
of the NSW. Office

for the work of mission

house and car are provided

Chalrman of the NS,

Cremome, 2090,

The Australian Board of Missions

N.S.W. STATE SECRETARY

Applications are invited for the position

m for the missionary

there will be opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of the

deputations, Halson with parish clergy
end generally to assist in promoting
Salary is In accordance with the Sydney

Applications  shovld be lodeed BEFORE FEBRUARY 28, 1974 with the
5. W, Exccutive Committee of the Australion Board of
Missions, the Reverend J, N Bagnall,

of NSW. Sute Secretary for the
rding applicant should be a priest
cause Missionary cxperience s mot

the administration and management

support In the parishes of NS\

Diocesan Scale with allowances. A

St Peter's Rectory, Waters Road,

Humphrey
Hawthorne
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Mr

Kempe's first book, “The Aston
ished Earth,” will find this as
fascinating but in a dilf
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of the transforr

erent
story
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ture land in the face of
difficulty. This new book is the
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Report from Dublin

PARTNERS IN MISSION,
Report of Ar n Con-
sultative Council Second
Dublin 1973,
Ko, 1973, 94 pages.
S1.50.

This report is 24 pages longer
than the 1971 Limuru report but
it is a theological lightweight, It
becomes obvious that Limuru
had theological consultanis and
others who were able and vig
orous and a fine statement on
mission and the nature of the
gospel was a result

I'here is nothing comparable
in this report. Its section on
social justice makes a bold at
tempt to be theological and even
biblical but it gets lost in a be
wildering fog of words and
phrases which can mean any
thing you want them to mean,
except that sin has dropped out
of fashion and with it the basic
gospel truth that Christ came to
save from sin

Many new faces were seen at
Dublin and more and more the
ACC is becoming a body of
people for whom English is only
a second language. Language dif
ficulties seriously reduced parti-
cipation in the debates and one
wonders how much of the reso-
lutions many understood

The section on current union
plans is interesting. The council
saw which ones were viable and
which weren’t. The Canadian
scheme did not commend itself
While the ACC is purely a
consultative body, anyone who
studies this report will see that in
quite a number of small but sig-
nificant ways, it is establishing
itself as a permanent, influential
structure about which provinces

Branches) 80 0396, will have to make up their
minds.,
Katoomba — Katoomba 41. S :
A budget (in £ sterling) of
THE ANGLICAN

HO

E
SOCIETY
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full-colour guide to Bible
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SYDNEY
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£56,400 in 1972-73, has in-
creased to £75,000 for 1974-75.
Australia’s 6.4 per cent share
(£3,550) in 1970 and 1971 has
increased to 10 per cent (£7,500)
for 1974-75. This increase of
over 100 per cent to aboul
$15,000 must be found by
Australia’s General Synod which
has no control over the AC(
budget,

F'he council refused to accept
a recommendation sent on to it
by the Archbishop of Canterbury
that would have permitted Old
Catholic, Lusitanian and Spanish

Reformed Episcopal represen-
tation on the ACC (p. 65). The
council also approved a draft al-
location within the Anglican
communion of the 59 Anglican
places on the World Council of
Churches Assembly. The alloca-
ton has to be submitted to the
Central Committee of the WCX
for us approval (p 13). Inter-
esting procedure indeed

Mrs Harold C. Kelleran, for-
merly vice chairman, has been
elected chairman of the ACC,
fine tribute to an accomplished
woman who is a professor of

theology at the Virginia Theo
logical Seminary, USA
I'he report is much larger. The
budget is much larger. The 49
members at Limuru in 1971 have
increased to 59 at Dublin in
1973. Do we really- need this
amorphous  body with  yet
another centralised structure,
ln\'lC-l\Ill\L'. power, mcreasing
membership and increasing de-
mands for money? Anyone who
reads this report must wonder
where it is going and what it will
lead to,
Rex Meyer

Key Books

ACR'S REVIEW EDITOR INTRODUCES
IMPORTANT NEW

TITLES:

GOD IN WARD 12 by Richard Bewes, Lutterworth, 1973, 92 pages, 90¢, A warmly human

book about the ministry of an
and convention speaker and admits that after some vears of
Bible open at one bedside and eat the patient’s g

Essex vicar to his local hospital

tpes at another

Bewes is a well-known preacher
adjustment, he can now have his

But there is never any doubt

about the effectiveness of his hospital visitation ministry, a ministry which once (like a lot of

others) he somewhat dreaded,
for all engaged in this ministry
PHILIPPIANS by William Hendriksen,
I'he seventh volume by the author in his New Te

lished in 1962
a widely experienced pastor

I'his is a happy book, yet one

fraught with help and blessing

Banner of Truth Trust, 1973 reprint. 218 pages. UK£1.25,
stament Commentary serie
Dr Hendriksen is both an erudite theologian and New I'estament scholar
In this fine commentary on what i

volume first pub
and also
perhaps the most beautiful of

Paul's short letters, he gives his own excellent translation from the Gicek and then a detailed

commentary
theological student, But you

$4.60,
great doctrines of the Bible

Doctrine of the Last Thing:
carefully looks at the m

Furness' book has four parts
of Man, Sin and Salvation, The Doctrines of Church

Combine with this a lengthy introduction and vou

Furness,

Ministry

have an excellent tool for the
must add to this his homiletic and pastoral skills which make his
commentary such a help in the preparation of sermons and

VITAL DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH by Malcolm

addresses

Lutterworth, 1973, 148 pages.
This is a most useful book for all who need a systematic and straightford account of the
The Doctrine of God, The Doctrines
and Sacraments and finally, The
At the end he hasa useful list of words used in theology
n variants from the biblical view but
Excellent for those just becoming interested in doctrine

I'he author
carly states his own position

and theology

Humanism’s dilemma They knew

.

BORDERLAND CHRIS
IANITY, CRITICAL
REASON AND CHRIST-
IAN LOVE, by James W,
Woelfel, Abingdon, 1973,
207p. $4.35.

This is not a very satisfactory
book. The authar, an associate
professor of philosophy and re
ligion, the University of Kansas
at Lawrence, acknowledges that
he is in the tradition of modern

SHORT NOTICES

“BURIED HISTORY,” Vol 9
No 4. Dec 1973, Quarterly jour-
nal of Auvstralian Institute of
Archeology, 34 pages. 50c. A
fine major article on the Roman
census and Jesus' birth takes up
this issue but there are several
interesting shorter items, a report
from Gordon Garner and a cu
mulative index thrown in for
good measure

“CHRISTIAN SCIENC by

A. A. Hockema, 68 pages. ‘N('-
“MORMONISM, 101
$

103 pages, A
“IEHOVAH'S WIT \I‘ \Nl S
147 pages, $1.90. All by the
same author, Lutterworth, 1973,
Handbooks for the student
rather than for popular con-
sumption for they cover their
subjects in considerable detail
and with Jittle attention to layout
or typography. Attractive covers
though.

CHRIST  SOLID
David  Wilkerson,
Sub-titled The Return of Christ,
S. John Bacon, 1973, 117 pages,
95c. David Wilkerson believes
that we have already arrived at
the midnight hour before the
Lord’s return and this gripping
book and its many illustrations
serve to drive that blessed hope
home

“THE WAYFARER'S BOOK
OF DEVOTION,” by Woodrow
A. Geier Abingdon, 1973. 124
pages. $2.65. 22 thumb-nail de-
votions usually based on a verse
of two of scripture. Suggestive
material, “SHUT YOUR
GENERATION GAP." Parents
and teens communicate by Bill
McKee. Tyndale House, 1971,
80 pages, Covers the sensitive
and dangerous areas in parent-
child relationships and does so
very well. The bald cartoons
help both sides.

liberal humanism which grew out
of the  eighteenth  century
Enlightenment, which he de-
scribes as “one of the noblest
movements in the history of
mankind." He describes himself
as an “ecstatic humanist with
Christian hopes."

Dr Woelfel deals with recur-
rent problems, including those
surrounding the person and work
of Christ, creation “out of noth
ing,” divine omnipotence and the
reality of God, grace and salva
tion, the resurrection and life
after death. He disavows unques-
tioned loyalty both to religious
doctrine and dogmatic sceptic
ism, adopting a stance, he feels,
grasping the best both of
Christianity and humanism

In my judgment, this is pre
cisely the difficulty regarding the
views expressed in the book
Despite his lucid appraisal of the
writings of some of the great
modern  theologians, his con-
clusions are non-acceptable to
both Christians and humanists.

His conclusions as he feels out
towards Christian love as a final
means of interpretation, do not
take into full account the accept
ed Christian paradox observable
in all the great doctrines, which
go beyond rational explanation
into the realms of faith and liv
ing trust in an experienced God

Keith Cole,

Bonhoeffer

I KNEW DIETRICH BON-
HOEFFER, ed by W, D,
Zimmermann and R. G,
Smith, Fontana, 1973,
238 pages.

T'o be able to obtain personal
glimpses into the daily life of
any great theologian, as well as
the opportunity of reading his
works, is salutary as well as il
luminating. This ‘is certainly the
case of Bonhoeffer's portrait, in I
knew  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer, the
lestimony of thirty-six relatives,
friends and acquaintances, who
wrote of him from his earliest
childhood until  his  untimely
death at the hands of the Nazis
in the infamous Flossenburg
( nn.ulll aton Camp on April 9,
194

\\Inlu the reader may not
always agree with Bonhoeffer's
theology, he cannot but admire
the \luhng qualities of this man
who walked with God, and who,
for the sake of his political con-
victions based on ( hxl«llm pre
mises, endured a martyr's death
For him commitment mnvolved
the Christian in all areas of life,
especially where God’s name was
being degraded and God's people
mercilessly persecuted, A book
which every Christian should
have on his shelves

ith Cole.
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Rev  David M. Hewetson,  NSW nroy (Melbourne),  sincs

Matthew's.
1972

| Secretary of CMS since 1971 hae been appointed curate of St

branch since 1965, has acceple James,' Sydney, for two years from
nominati o St Philip's, South Turra February

murra (Sydney) Rev. Peter L. Moss, curate of St Mat

n (Adelaide) since 197

has resigned  thew's, Kensingtc
hen's, Coorparoo  has been appointed
ppoint Greensborough, fre
cher of Rey Donald J. Miller, curate of St

John's Bentle (Melbourne), since 1972

Sister  Angela  Sim
from the staff of St Step
(Brisbane nd has accepted an
ment to hport School as a
religious instruction and counsell

urate of All Saints’
Februa

Rev John R. Warner, rector of Por has been appointed curate of St An
Lincoln (Willochra) since 1968, has been irew's, Brighton, from February
appointed rector of Christ Church, Warr Rev Adgan R. Moore, curate of St
nambool (Ballarat), from mid-January James' Ivanhoe (Melbourne), snce 1972

Archdeacon John A. Leaver rector ol :n be - ]IVI‘I"'-'IIIH“‘HA,\‘ te of St John's

toy om February
Christ Church orough (St Arnaud
u:n. 1966, resi n March to become Rev Alan E, Lewis, ¢ St (C
vicar of St Jumes' Mount Eliza (Mel lumb’s, Hawthorn (Melbourne),  sinc

1972, has been appointed cutate of St
Alban's, West Coburg, from February

bourne
An those mentioned
the New Year H ist were Ca
C. E. Fox who retired last year havi
spent all his long ministry in the diocesc
» Mclancsia wWho was awarde X i ,4‘.’ Archbishop of M ibourne .~]m G
. J + Assistamt shop dain the fo Wi n St Paul’s athedral
of \?'.flii‘?.f"f':?‘f - i February 24: (Deacons) Messrs Ronald
The Bishop of Argyll and ¢ ‘\I. Ihn“l(mm"l\ll I\)\"‘\‘”h“I.h‘\:“l“:‘\:lln'u
5| X (Carlton), Vi 3 .

g ““'klhhlf:‘l-m"‘. “-""Ilwll‘th rabbin), Jonathan Ploneger (Camberwell),
Church. | | Yorkshireman  Kenneth G. Rogers (Ivanhoe). Barry ¥
Thompson (St John's, Beatleigh), George
D. Wardrop (For Brisbane), and Peter L.
Williams

been  elec

Episcopal Church. He

and a graduate of Oriel Colles
Dean Eric 8. Abbott, De

¢ 1959, resign

w.
Dowling (Malvern),
wood  (Sunbury
(Caulfie
David € ike (Glenroy
Bishop ant of St James (East Thorn
bury), Philip W. Saunders (Doncaster) and
John W, Stewart (Surrey Hills),

Rev 1, Harold H. Sl

ly in Surrey, England

Rev Rooald A, Johnson. rector ‘.-( St £
19: 1 Assist

Jude's, Randwick, sin ey P . 4
nt Principal Chaplain  of
196571, will retire o s
Rev Stanley S, V s of the lrg
Clarence (Mac w‘; o N °

l.'\,'.‘_.'.: .’ o B R Secre tary

y of the. Univers

. Treland, NSW Sccre

Al sin 1971 has been

Home Sccretary of ABM . Or

ge Atkinson, Director of the

i ) Boys S :

has resigned > -

W. Charley, vice-principa The Bush Church Aid
of

le
8 g e P Society has appointed Rev
Gregory S. Ezzy (pictured)

icensed 1o

Jacinth Miles,
b L n (S

Queensland

7 1
Armidale

In addition, Mr Ezzy wiil act
as Queensland secretary for the
National Home Mission Fund
= He takes up both appoint
been ments on February 18 with
headquarters in Gladstone in
Central Queensland where he
will also be part-time director of
the Inter-Church Trade and Ir
fustry Mission

ry
Rev John L. Wardma
Perth since 1972
of , St George's
February 3
Rev Bertra
Graylands (F bec
appointed chaplain at St George's Hosp!
tal and part-time assistent al Mosman
(Perth) from February 10

Rev Tony H. Gibbons,

P. Wrightson, as

since 19

from February §

Rev Robert J. Greenhalgh,
Graylands (Perth) since 19
appointed rector of Trayning fr

Mr Ezzy trained at Ridley
College and served curacies at

“Rev Frank D. M. Bazely, curate of  Sout’y Brisbane and Ekibin be-

Mosman Park (Perth) since 1970, has
been appointed in charge of Swan an
of Swanieigh Host from

fore being appointed BCA mis
sioner at the new mining town of

y 1 1 M -] he “U\'L'\C of
Rev Roy J. Poole has been appolnted Blackwater in the d C

acting-director of Perth's Home Mission Rockhampton in 1970
while Rev Michael Challen |
18’ stud: ve. Mr P a

and

serve
s
flicer !
Churches,
tor ! St
town) since 19¢
has N ApPO Greenwood
with Wanneroo (Perth) mid-Mar
t St George's Cathe Perth, on

February 10, the followin;

cons essrs David George Atkinson,
Bruce Willlam  Byfield, Desmond  Mait
Robert  Gibbons,
i Ve

non Mel

h. Applecross, on Feb
Hugh Chapman Bird wil
priest

ordained
ev John G

Clarke, Christ
Gunnedah (Armidale s been
ed vicar of St Philip’s, Avondale

pe), from March |

Derek  Miller, curate of Christ

Church, Warrnambool (Ballarat)

been appointed curate of St Matthew's

Cheltenham (Meibourne), from February
Rev Kenneth J. Hewlett, curate of St ~ -

as, its first secretary for.
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Training centre
in western areas

Because of a growing in-
terest and demand for a
centre of theological train-
ing in the west of Sydney,
and the joint concern of
Moore College, the Parra-
madta Regional Council and
the Evangelical Society for
regional theological training,
a series of courses has now
been planned to begin in
May

I'he courses will be held at St
Paul's, Wentworthville, and will
begin with a series of 20 lectures
over 10 nights, by Bishop
Donald Robinson, the Bishop of
Parramatta, on the subject Bib-

lical Theology, These lectures
run from May 22 to July 24 and
will be held each Wednesday
from 8-9.30 pm

Each Tuesday night between
May 21 and July 23, Canon
Peter Watson wiil conduct a
series expounding Ephesians at
8-8.45 pm

An Old I'estament in
troduction will follow with an
exposition of Exodus from Sep
tember 10 to November 20

Plans for 1975 include such
subjects as New Testament [n-
tro-duction, Doctrine, Biblical Ex-
position Mrinciples and possibly
Elementary Greek.

Participation in the courses is
open to everyone and printed
notes are covered in the cost
which will be approximately $12
aterm

Canon Peter Watson

Frank McGorlick to Foster

Rev Frank R. McGorlick,
CMS missionary in Central
I'anganyika for 30 years and
recently acting general secre-
tary for CMS in Victoria,
was inducted as rector of
Christ Church, Foster, in the
diocese of Gippsland, on
February 4,

Mr McGorlick is a former
archdencon and Education Offi
cer of the diocese of Central
Tanganyika. He is married with
two children

T'he Bishop of Gippsland has
ippointed Canon W. J. Frawley
(Rector of Korumburra) Arch-

deacon of South Gippsland in
succession to Aichdeacon Elliot
I'he appointment dates from
February 3 when Canon Fraw-
ley was co:'ated at the same ser
vice as that in which Archdeacon
Elliot was installed as Dean of
Sale.

Canon Frawley ceased to be a
canon of the Cathedral and
rurl dean of Korumburra on
that day. A new canon will be
elected by the synod of the dio
cese in May The Rev L. W
Biggs has been appointed rural
dean of Korumburra

Dr David  (arnsey has
awarded the G. H. Cranswick
Memorial Scholarship for 1974
to the Rev M. E. Purtell (Rector

CMS MISSION LINE

The NSW Branch of the
Church Missionary Society
has commenced a new ser-
vice: it’s called CMS Mission
Line,

It's a se-minute recorded
program containing the latest
news from the areas in which
CMS is working The number
is Sydney 61 3119,

Commenting on the opening
of the service, the Rev David
Hewetson NSW General
Secretary, said, “We at CMS
are always concerned about get
ting information out 10
Christians that they might pray
and support the work overseas
Often 1t is difficult to get the
news out quickly. CMS Mis
sion Line provides a immediate
way of presenting the latest news,
We are sure that many parish
clergy and prayer groups will
find Mission Line most useful.”

He went on to say that he
hopes that many parish clergy
might ring Mission Line before
they prepare their Sunday Bulle
tins and Parish Papers and so
present  up-to-date news and
prayer points from the mission
field. Prayer groups that meet

during the week might also ring
up and obtain the Ritest news
and prayer requests for their
meetings,

I'he number will operate from
Monday to Friday and the pro-
gram will be up-dated each
week. We hope that many will
find CMS Mission Line a valu
ible aid in their support of mis-
sion

A bishop’
authority

It is unfortunate the priests
become bishops without knowing
the limits of their authority and
often successfully usurp the
powers which are reserved to a
parish

I'here are three major controls
which a diocese has over a
parish (as distinguished from a
mission): (1) 1o assess or tax a
parish for the support of the
diocese, (2) to defend the dis-
sipation of church property by
sale, (3) to adjudicate differences
between a rector and his parish-
ioners. Beyond those powers the
diocese exists 1o serve its par-
ishes

(From Anglican Digest, USA.)

of Leongatha). Mr Purtell will
continue nis part-time study at
the Gippslund Institute of Ad
vanced Education in Psychology
nd Sociology for the degree of
BA. This has been arranged with
the approval of the Bishop-in
Council and the Parish Council
On February 17, the Bishop
will ordain the Rev Keih |
South, at St Paul's Cathedral
Sale. Mr South will continue to
minister at Nowa Nowa/Lake
T'vers, under the supervision of
the rector of Lakes Entrance

Camp on
ocean
liner

A NSW State Camp for
boys <n board an ocean
liner cruising the South
Pacific is planned by the
Church of England Boys'
Society.

T'he camp will be for Esquires
and Knights and will be held
December-January 1974-75

I'he ship will visit New Zea
land, Fiji and other Pacific
islands. At Honiara, capital of
the British Solomon Islands, the
boys will be able to make con-
tact with their own ABM mis
sionary, Rev Ken Mclntyre, who
is headmaster of an Anglican
school there on Guadalcanal

At the moment, the price will
be about $210 for each boy but
this is subject to an upward
trend in the cost of Pacific’ cruis-
ing

Peace with God
Peace with God is more than
the absance of strife, or the feel-
g of contentment \\hCX\ circums-
stances are favourable, or the
satisfying experience of helping
others. It is the assurance of
God's full provision based on
oneness with Him in fellowship
and purpose
(Dean Lance Shilton)

Summer School
at Victor Harbor

Summer School 1974 at
the Bible College of South
Australia was relaxed, re-
freshing and rewarding. The
consensus of the School was
that the smaller numbers
than usual meant a closer
knit fellowship.

Whilst South Australians were
in the majority, there were some
Interstate members. A doctor,
nurses, a physicist, artisans,
housewives, teachers, a mathe
matician, an  architect, the

retired and young people all
become one family

This family atmosphere was
created not only by everybody’s
friendliness and willing co-opera
tion in houschold chores, but
also by the series of Chapel talks
on “Fellowship” given by
BCSA's  new lecturer, Rev
Leionel Berthelsen

Mr Berthelsen cohductec both
morning and evening Chapel
hours. His moming theme was
“The Lord’s Prayer.” His eve
ning subject “Fellowship in
Practice.” Each evening session
ended with a practical corporate
demonstration of the much

abused word “Fellowship.”

I'he theme for the week was
“The People of God.” The
Principal, Dr Bryan E. Hardman,
expounded the “Epistle to the
Ephesians,” the Rev Matthew
Francis, “Deuteronomy,” and Dr
David Denton spoke on the doc-
trinal aspect of “The People of
(l()ll v

T'he youth in the Summer
School were specially catered for
by the Registrar of the college,
Mr lan Webber a former
headmaster, and by the college’s
new oftice assistant, Miss Sandra
Walker, & recent graduate of
BCSA
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Murphy’s Bill
under attack

Professor P H
Professor of Law at Sydney i 'i;'__f["”jll‘," d by
University, in a recent artcle  ryice an extern
in the Sydney Morning
Herald questioned both the

extern

Lane, State administration of

s notion

justice? the internal  affair t
saying, “If Australian States, then it is up to
doesn the States 1o bring down Bills of

but only Rights, not the Commonwealth

wisdom and the constitution
il validity of the Human
Rights Bill

T'he last thing we want,” he
sa in & permissive society is a
bill of rights as a cover-up fo
lawlessness and as a piece of
technicality for dodgers and eva

ders, it rusts the structures of

law and order

Speaking on the bill as it
touches on religion he said,
“Freedom of religion can be cut
down by reasonable Jaws on
time, place and manner, for in
stance, a federal education grant Section 30 (1) of
might stipulate no religious Rights Bill provides
instruction iin school hours. Here
the bill has overstepped the
clause on religion in the Inter-

1reats to the

. l .
> &

right to life
E Endeavour Convention held

in Sydney last month, hun-  followis

dreds of young people of all ® W

denominations and from all ~over the disturbing omission of

parts of Australia marched

BY OUR
CORRESPONDENT

‘Every human being
inherent right to life
human being shall be deprived of
his life except according to law,’

has the some value, How

LEGAL

life.,” If it said this it might be of
er, what it

being may be deprived of his life
provided that it is done in

T'hey remained in th

\ " hey ined in the rain on
and no does in fact say is this: a humar the steps of the Town Hall and
shared in

the The “Nowtime 74" March of Witness presents the Statement of
Concern on the Sydney Town Hall steps. (Worldwide Photos),

‘Nowtime 74’
shows concern

As part of “Nowtime 74,
Australian  Christian 2V

for strong action by
il Government and all
State Governments in their re

concerning  the

ss deep concern

reierences to the protection of

he family in the Human Rights

T A A gt in rain from Sydney  Bill
Human  being shall be deprived of his University to the Sydney ® We express deep concern
Town Hall. over the massive increase of R"

rated films into Australia and
the release of pornographic films
such a Deep Throat,” The
a vital witness to the Language of Love"” and “Alvin

. . people of Sydney. A S Mirole
national Covenant that the bill is At first glance section  accordance with the law of [( oncern w it b % |(\\
. X o g ( 1 Was  reag by the 5 & & i
supposed 1o match. To me, this might sound a useful protection There is no guarantee of the ‘Nowtime" Director, Rey lx‘&-:l \.l “]‘M“l"‘ s deep concern
» apn o > T 3 . rodite )/ ove : ¢ INvVas /
seems invalid against legalised abortion or  right to life here at all! The only  Nile, and presented to the Speal i ¢ blue invasion of Austra
cuthanasia Further thought. principle  being stated bere o it ln S L! Speak |'.n| homes through distorted sex
drofesst A8 85 < S4ae g R : g € i ouse ¢ arliament shows such as “No 96" and * .
Professor Lane saw this bill as however, reveals the section to  What the law provides shall be the Hon Mr Jim Cameron, MLA Box D20~ KM Ne

a mixed blessing. “It balks en-

be legally valueless and probably right

who gave

brie "
a brief Christian testi ® We object to some TV pro-

forcement and crime detection worse \l\ ¢ make the following Therefore, in the event of mony ducers forcing Austral <
comments o S 1 ° cing Australian au-
a charter for slippery fiddles 1. Eve he bill beo "”I"'”!"“" being _practised in I'he Statement attacked the diences to accept new low moral
A bill ‘of rights is flypaper to ven if the bill becomes l.n\ your local hospital the bill af modern forms of moral pollution levels of violence, sadist : ‘“l
law " ¥ it may be amdnded Parlia-  firms that all is well so long as  in Australian  society bestialit sy P

‘ ! / alig ¢ ia

wyers m\‘nt '|'I any time in the future the law provides for it Another large march occurred on ° \\»- 1 th Federal
2. The first hal » state . ; : ' arge march occ ( e ¢ edera
Referring to its doubtful valid- dact BN 'l l' all of I[J?‘ \ e + The Minister is enabled to  the following Wednesday Government and the Chief
ity he said, * Canberra thinks br o R ery human being has  gazette regulations for the pur through the heart of Wollon Secretary to stop the flood o
) aid, é : 1 the inherent right to life”) is a  pose of giving effect to the s gong ‘sex D II P ASOANS 98
it is using its external affairs po mere platitude and let us not b v 0 e hill The 4 T ¢ apers” and pronographic
I I Ol be isions of the bill. These regu The Statement of Concern literature into suburban news

wer to pass the bill. Canberra

has a list of special powers only,
courts

legal principle enforceable in the

fooled into thinking that it is a lations can come into effect read
immediately without debate in We

the

agencies and bookshops
o the ® We express deep concern

y ) ant . )
powers on defence, external af- It is the expression of an ideal Paciameny ot b Australian over the growing violence in our
fairs and the rest. It is the States \nd guar ””L_L!\ ‘H“ ‘un e [“I'“"I\"h Hence, ll')c \\ll\ is theoretically Christian Endeavour Convention community, especially the recent
: ard one at la e open for the imister by regu < wit y ) e
W L Re Ak ; i . ¢ egu In co-operation with members of sadistic attacks on defer
that h-l‘u the general powers ir :,.\hl to anything. At least the lation to impose on the commu the Festival of Light, represen women, it g
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Australia is faced with g most serious
threat to its traditional freedom and liberty

T'his threat does not come from a foreign
power, but from the misguided, impulsive
behaviour of the Australian Government. It is
hidden in the Human Rights Bill introduced
into the Senate late last year

This bill has been criticised by many
thoughtful people, including the Archbishop of
Perth and by eminent legal authorities. The
articles in this issue of the “Australian Church
Record™ set out many, but not all, of the ways
the bill, if it becomes law, will infringe existing
liberty and fail to safeguard against the I\mx;
bility of the worst kind of tyranny—arbitary
government interference, by regulation which
by-passes parliament,

This bill fits into what has become a
familiar pattern. In little over 12 months the
Federal Government has precipitated a num-
ber of potentially harmful social changes (re-
form is certainly not an appropriate descrip-
tion)

First there was the Government's hasty at-
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tempts to make fundamental changes to
divorce procedures. Protests that these threat
ened the basic integrity of the family were
pushed aside with such phrases as “ecclesias
tical garbage.”

On the censorship issue, the already re-
laxed policy of the previous Administration was
extended to a virtual open door policy on the
public _sale _and exhibition of unspeakable
«I\'pl_'.n\n\ There is the unfortunate example
of Senator Murphy overriding the democratic
process in the form of the Censorship Board
and Appeals Board to allow on his own say
and against the decision of these bodies, the
display of the film, “Language of Love.”

Then there was the attempt of Labor and
Liberal backbenchers, with the warm support
of the Prime Minister and other ministers, to
legalise abortion on demand ]

Now we have the latest and most harmful
intrusion into the life of the nation:

A bill which provides for the limitation, by
regulation, of religious freedom; a bill which '

creates a basis for abortion and euthanasia:
which denies anyone the right to make propa-
ganda for war, however just it might be: a bill
which takes away from anyone '~u\;wyluf of
breaching its provisions, the normal traditional
protections that every citizen now enjoys.

I'he Human Rights Bill gives us nothing
we do not already have. It could be used to
m_Lu away many of the privileges we now enjoy,
It's time for our parliamentary representatives
to make a stand against this bill. 1

It's time for the people, especially Chris-
tian people, to raise their voice in protest.
Every Christian who values his freedom ought
to contact his local member, talk to his neigh-
bours, write to the press and use anv other
avenue to express opposition to this bill

It is to be hoped that this bill does not pass
the second reading stage, and if it does that it
1s substantially amended.

We are not now faced with a hypothetical
threat, but, under the guise of a Bill of Rights.
with a pernicious attack on the liberties it took
centuries to secure,




