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CONCERN OVER DRUG 
PROBLEM IN AUST 

RESIGNATION ANNOUNCED OF 
BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE 

Strong reaction against 
authors of "Myth" book 

The Bishop of Newcastle, the Right Reverend Ian Shevill, AO, MA, Th D. has 
tendered his resignation as Bishop of Newcastle to the Archbishop of Sydney and 
Metropolitan of New South Wales, the Most Reverend Sir Marcus Loane. 

The resignation is to take 
effect on 30th September, 
1977. 

Bishop Shevill suffered a 
stroke early this year and has 
been incapacitated ever since. 
He has made a significant 
recovery, but, after discus-
sions with church leaders, 
medical advisers and 
members of Isis family, has 
decided that he should resign 
the See. 

He was elected Bishop of 
Newcastle in 1973 and was 
enthroned on 8th August of 
the same year in Christ 
Church Cathedral, Newcas-
tle. 

Commenting on the 
resignation, the Auxiliary 
Bishop of Newcastle, the 
Right Reverend Geoffrey 
Parker, said: 

"Bishop Shevill is the 
senior bishop by date of con-
secration in the whole of the 
Anglican Church in 
Australia. He will have been 
a bishop for twenty. five years 
in April 1978 and he will be 
sorely missed from the coun-
cils of the Church, 

"Since coming to Newcas-
tle he has shown great im-
agination in his planning, an 
adventurous spirit in his in-
itiating of new ventures and a 
tenacity and perseverance in 

• To page 2  Bishop Ian Shevill 

Following the publication of "The Myth of God Incarnate" there has been 
considerable confusion regarding the status of the Doctrine Commission of the 
Church of England. 

IOW COLLEBE 

The Australian Church Record has been 
bringing the news on Church affairs for 
nearly 100 years 

an independent 
provocative 
evangelical voice 
Bringing you the most important Church news 
from Australia and overseas every two weeks. 

Become a subscriber now through our special 
half-price introductory offer. 

$4.25 for 12 months issues. 
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ANGLICAN COUNCIL MEETS IN BRAZIL 
The triennial meeting of the Anglican Council for South America (CASA) was 

held al Porto Alegre (Brazil) between 2nd and 7th June, with the participation of 
Anglican representatives from Argentina, Paraguay, Peru. Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador and Brazil. Bishop Bill Flagg (Peru) presided. 

Fellowship of Congregational 
Churches inaugurated 
The Fellowship of Congregational Churches 

(NSWO) was officially inaugurated at a tea and rally at 
the St Giles Presbyterian Church, Hurstville, on Satur-
day, 25th June, 1977, 
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SINGAPORE EXPERIMENT I AFES CONFERENCE IN SYDNEY 
An Anglican church in Singapore is developing a 

network of house churches to reach the densely-
populated high-rise communities of this island republic. 

Dr Ken Manley, Principal of the Baptist 
Theological College of NSW and Chairman of the 
Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students, gave the 
opening address on "Christoan Guidance" at a Day 
Conference held in June by the Sydney Area Committee 
of AFES. 

The drug epidemic is a national problem involving 
local production and importation which concerns the 
Customs Department and Commonwealth Police, as 
well as State authorities. 

The Festival of Light supports the plans for a national Royal 
Commission into illegal drugs, including so-called "soft" and "hard" 
drugs — marijuana, LSD, heroin and cocaine. 
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Canon James Wong of the 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd sees the house 
church concept as a key to 
evangelisation in the world's 
high-density population 
areas. 

Twelve years ago, Good 
Shepherd church secured 
property in a new housing 
development and erected a 
conventional church 
building. Since then, the 
establishment of massive 
high-rise complexes across 
the island, coupled with the 
inflated cost of land which 
made property purchase 
beyond the reach of new con-
gregations, have forced the 
church to see other ways of 
ministering to those new 
communities. 

In the past three years, the 
congregation has started six 
house churches, varying in 
size from 20 to 60 members. 

Five churches meet in 
apartments of members who 
make their living quarters 
available for services. The 
sixth meets in an apartment 
purchased by Canon Wong 
and his wife last year. 

The Wongs removed parti-
tions in the apartment and 
made it into a centre for Bible 
study groups, youth 
meetings, tuition classes, 
prayer cells, and Sunday wor-
ship. 

MAINL 
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Rev P. S. Hobson, Rector 
of St Michael's, Flinders St, 
has resigned from July 15. 

Rev D. G. Livingstone is to 
retire from St Anne's, Ryde, 
on October 3 I. 

DONATIONS 
Donations received since 

2 rd June to 15th July, 1977 
a e as folio .s: 
A T & S. J. Sinclair, 

B nkstown, Anonymous. Horn-
s y; K. G. & J. E. Maurer, Griffith; 
C K. Hammond, Strathmore, J. 
M ckay Sim, Noilhbridge, Mrs M 
Mils, Gladesville; Mrs N. G. 
P rdey, Castle Hill; Anglican 
C urch League; St Paul's, 
Wahroonga; L. K. Wood, Pymble. 

Canon Wong says that the 
establishment of these six 
churches is only a beginning. 

"We are praying for new 
teams of committed Chris-
tians to leave our mother 
church and go into new hous-
ing estates to start personal 
evangelism," he says, citing 
door to door visitations, 
group ministries and Sunday 
services geared towards non-
Christians as examples of this 
evangelism. 

"From that, we start grow-
ing the churches," he says. 

Canon Wong contends 
that the house church con-
cept has involved lay people 
in a vital way. He says that 50 
to 60 percent of members 
become active in ministry and 
develop into strong church 
leaders. 

"My function as the pastor 
is to build up the congrega-
tion, to develop leadership, 
to train and equip them to be 
more effective in the ministry 
that has been given them in 
the world, the home, the 
place of work and in the 
neighborhood," he says. 
"They are the real ministers. 
Ins the pastor and co-
ordinator." 

He says thousands of such 
house churches are needed in 
Singapore. Sixty per cent of 
the country's 2,400,000 peo-
ple live in high-rises; by 1980 
that proportion will be 75 per 
cent, he estimates. 

Speaking to the Interna-
tional Congress on World 
Evangelisation in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, in 1974, Canon 
Wong predicted that the 
church would have to meet 
high-density urban develop-
ment with a dynamic 
ministry. 

The answer, he suggested 
then, was creation of 
"smaller, more flexible and 
simple Christian cell units —
meeting in homes of Chris-
tian families or rented apart-
ments or even in the local 
community halls." 

In the three years since he 
advanced that proposal, 
Canon Wong has had the op-
portunity to test his own 
prescription. He believes the 
existence and flourishing 
condition of those Singapore 
house churches validates his 
strategy for urban evangelisa-
tion. 

Canadian Churchman 

Following Dr Manley's 
address, students from 
tertiary campuses throughout 
Sydney had the opportunity 
of meeting Mr Sam Samu 
and his wife Agnes who were 
visiting Sydney from Mel-
bourne. 

Mr Samu is studying 
theology at Ridley College 
Melbourne, before taking up 
a position as staffworker 
with FOCUS (Fellowship of 
Christian Unions), East 
Africa. 

When interviewed, Mr 
Samu outlined some of the 
problems he would face when 
returning to his native land 
Malawi to set up an office for 
FOCUS there. Some of the 
problems he mentioned were: 
• The problem of life-style 

— a staffworker visiting a 
number of campuses in 
different countries would 

CHURCH 
COUNCIL 
IN CUBA 

The Council of Protestant 
Churches of Cuba changed 
its name to the Ecumenical 
Council of Cuba at its 28th 
annual assembly here 
recently. 

The new name will better 
express the council's 
membership and open the 
way for membership of 
related institutitions. 

The president of the 
council, Raul Fernandez 
Ceballos, announced that the 
government has authorised 
the importation of 2500 
Bibles and 2500 New Testa-
ments, as well as 10 vehicles 
for pastoral use. 

During 1976, a great 
number of Christians from 
other countries visited Cuba, 
Mr Fernandez said, and 69 
Cuban Protestants received 
permission to attend eccle-
siastical meetings in other 
countries, primarily in Latin 
America and Europe. 

The assembly was attended 
by 146 delegates representing 
13 churches. Visitors 
attended from Jamaica and 
Mozambique.  

need a car and a telephone 
— BUT these are signs of 
affluence to an impove-
rished community. 

• The problem of travel —
activities of a person ad-
dressing meetings in socia-
list countries like Zambia 
or Mozambique would 
arouse the suspicion of the 
authorities. 

• The problem of 
syncretism — the 
Christian faith is often 
mixed with local supersti-
tions which hinder faith. 

• The problem of ambition 
— there is strong pressure 
on Christian students to 
concentrate on academic 
success which will guaran-
tee material prosperity to 
the exclusion of Christian 
leadership training. 
Despite problems such as 

these however, Mr Same 

The themes dealt with at 
the meeting were concerns 
shared by all the churches 
represented, for example, ur-
ban mission, and the 
theological education 
necessary to accomplish it,  as 
well as some points of order 
and organisation affecting 
our Latin American chur-
ches. 

With reference to urban 
mission, we recognise that in 
South America we face the 
fastest population growth as 
far as cities are concerned in 
the whole world.. 

While in 1900 only 20 
million lived in cities, by 1980 
that figure will have reached 
280 million, with its resultant 
poverty, alienation, family 
disintegration and unemploy-
ment. 

We also realise that we 
have no rapid and complete 
solution, and that we have 
neither the experience, nor 
the strategy, nor indeed the 
resources to face it adequate-
ly. Nevertheless, believing in 

Dr Barton Bahbage  

reported that Christian 
groups meet on all three cam-
puses of the University of 
Malawi and they presented a 
strong evangelical witness. 

Later in the day the 
students joined seminar 
groups to discuss key areas of 
Christian guidance. Rev Dr 

the transforming power of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
we renewed our determina-
tion to not only analyse the 
situation but also to dedicate 
all our energies towards this 
priority. 

Rev David Evans (Peru) 
was nominated to co-
ordinate experience in urban 
mission through the Anglican 
church in the continent. 

In order to begin this mis-
sion, we call for the dedica-
tion and involvement of 
every member of the church. 
Therefore we emphasise that 
ministerial education must be 
orientated towards every 
member, and towards enabl-
ing each one to give a faithful 
witness in his own setting. 

We recognise that some, 
according to their calling and 
gift, must be ordained to the 
diaconate, presbyterate and 
episcopate, but we would 
seek to abolish the traditional 
and artificial distinction bet-
ween clergy and laity, and the 
instruction must take this in-
to account. 

We expect to see the 
establishment of small scale 
urban episcopates in which 

The members of this small 
band of 26 Congregational 
Churches found themselves 
in conscience bound not to 
enter the United Church. 
They say the need to main-
tain the Biblical stance which 
had earlier characterised the 
Separatists and Independents 
of 17th Century England, 
and which, we believe, had its 
roots in the New Testament. 

At the rally which followed 
in St Giles' Church, there 
were over 400 present. The 
meeting was led by the Rev 
Ray Best, President of the 
Fellowship. 

In his opening remarks, Mr 
Best said, "Why are we here 
tonight? Just in a word may I 
remind you that we are here 
for this inaugural rally of the 
Congregational Churches in 
New Sou,11 Wales because we 
believe we are in conscience 
bound to remain as Con-
gregational churches at this 
time. 

"While some have felt in 
all sincerity for the sake of 
the Gospel that they should  

B. Ward Powers led one 
seminar on "Guidance in 
Life-style"; Mr Gerald 
Christmas, a Sydney solicitor 
led another seminar on "Gui-
dance in Work" and Mr Alan 
Craddock, Lecturer in Psy-
chology at Sydney University 
led a third seminar on "Gui-
dance in Relationships". 

the bishop heads up a team 
involved in urban mission. 

Whereas the former CASA 
meetings concentrated on 
constitutional matters the 
main thrust at Porto Alegre 
was "Urban Mission" and 
"Theological Education" 
with a clear mandate to the 
executive for ongoing co-
ordination and action. The 
Rev David Evans was ap-
pointed co-ordinating official 
for this task. 

Doctor Silvia Roitberg (of 
Northern Argentina) was 
elected by the assembly as 
CASA's representative to the 
Anglican Consultative Coun-
cil. 

The election of the Ex-
ecutive Council for the next 
three year term of office was 
as follows: 

Presiding Bishop, the 
Right Rev Colin Bazley 
(Chile); Vice President, the 
Right Rev Olavo Ventura 
Luis (Brazil); Secretary, Dra 
Silvia Roitberg (Northern 
Argentina); Treasurer, Mr 
Frank Martin (Argentina); 
Clerical Members, the Rev 
Ronald Maitland (Argentina) 
and the Rev Gustavo Man-
silla (Paraguay). 

take a different course, we 
are no less firmly convinced 
before God in all honesty 
that we must adhere to our 
position in obedience to our 
Lord and also for the sake of 
the Gospel. The reasons for 
this as I see them are primari-
ly theological, that is to say, 
concern matters of doctrine 
or belief. 

"We affirm both the liber-
ty and the responsibility of 
the local church to maintain 
an evangelical witness under 
the sole Lordship of Christ 
and the authority of the 
Word of God." 
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sUSnA.  and Europe, and has 
now led to a heroin explo-
sion. 

'Australia is at the 
crossroads," FOL Director 
Fred Nile says, "Do we mean 
business about illegal drugs? 
When these new reports in 
Australia are weighed up it 
seems we are selling out." In 
recent weeks: 

• The ABC 2,0 has pro-
moted marijuana usage; 

• The Sydney University 
papers such as "Honi 
Solt" have printed 
recipes for "pot" cakes 
and biscuits which could 
be given to unsuspecting 
teenagers; 

• Distribution of "The 
Weed" magazine, now 
called "The Seed" —
pro-marijuana articles 
are even given out at 
Griffith High School; 
and 

• Parents, whose children 
are smoking "pot" have 
been advised by officers 
of the NSW Health 
Department, over the 
phone, not to worry, it 
won't do any harm. 

This irresponsible advice, 
which reflects the views of 
pot-smoking academics, is 
completely contrary to all the 
latest evidence on the 
harmfulness of marijuana. 

The Rev Fred Nile, Direc-
tor of FOL said: 

"The present pro-
marijuana lobby, comprising 
an unholy alliance between 
organised crime (corrupt 
capitalism), pot-smoking 
academics (permissive liber-
tarians) and the marxist-
maoist AUS student groups 
(revolutionary communism) 
must give the leaders of 
drug-free USSR and CPR 
(China) the last laugh as the 
decadent democracies smoke 
themselves into a drugged 
stupor." 

The USSR and CPR do not 
need an "N" bomb 
(Neutron); it can more easily 
and cheaply achieve their 
world goal of revolution with 
the help of the "M" bomb 
(marijuana) or the "H" 
bomb (heroin). 

Again, the collapse of the 
USA forces in Vietnam 
through the widespread pot-
smoking by its soldiers, 
showed the real possibilities 
of this simple approach. 

EXTRACTS 
OF 

COUNCIL 
OF 

CHURCHES 
REPORT 

.- PAGE 7 

Professor Maurice Wiles, 
one of the contributors to the 
book, is described in an in 

note as chairman 
of the commission, but at last 
week's press conference to 
launch the book this was 
denied on the basis that there 
was no longer any doctrine 
commission, the present 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
not having established one. 

According to the Arch- 
bishop's  press  officer, 
John Miles, the commission, 
established in 1967 by the 
then Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr Michael Ramsay, 
was "taken over" by the 
General Synod, when it came 
into being in 1971. 

In February last year it 
published a controversial 
report, Christian Believing, 
which carried a very non-
committal foreword by Dr 
Coggan, and was widely 
criticised for its vagueness 
and lack of commitment to 
traditional Christian beliefs. 

According to Mr Miles the 
commission was disbanded in 
November last year to coin-
cide with the end of the first 
five-year term of the General 
Synod, and Professor Wiles, 
Regius Professor of Divinity 
at Oxford University, ap-
parently stood down at that 
time. 

Mr Miles declined to 
disclose why there had been a 
delay in the appointment of a 
new chairman and commis-
sion, but he confirmed that 
the choice had been made, 
and an announcement was 
expected shortly. 

But Professor John Mac-
quarie, Lady Margaret Pro-
fessor of Divinity at Oxford 
and also a member of the 
doctrine commission, said at 
the weekend that he had not 
been informed of the 
disbandment of the commis-
sion, though he agreed that 
its regular quarterly meetings 
had been suspended since 
early last year. 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH 

Whatever the present 
status of the commission the 
publication of The Myth of 
God Incarnate has split it 
down the middle. Three of its 
members, Professor Wiles, 
Professor Dennis Nineham, 
warden of Keble College, Ox-
ford, and the Rev Leslie 
Houlden, Principal of Ripon 
College, Cuddlesdon, are 
among the book's con-
tributors. Two more 
members of the commission 
are involved in publishing a 
counter-attack; Canon 
Michael Green, rector of St 
Aldate's, Oxford, the rival 
book's editor, and Professor 
John Macquarie, who will 
contribute to it. 

As reported last week, the 
book, The Truth of God In-
carnate, is to refuse the other 
book's "damaging and 
misleading arguments and to 
underline the deity of 
Christ." 
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An Inquiry is urgently re-
quired because of the 
dramatic growth of the drug 
industry in Australia, and its 
huge profits. 

From evidence in the USA 
it seems that the Drug In-
dustry, because of its huge 
profits, rapidly carries out a 
policy of bribery, corruption, 
intimidation and "liquida-
tion" to protect its interests. 

Australia may soon reach 
thepoint where the usual 
democratic procedures will 
be inadequate to cope with 
such a powerful vested in-
terest, unless urgent action is 
taken on a national basis. 

Recent figures from USA 
indicate a $5 billion annual 
turnover in illegal drugs, and 
$2.2 billion from por-
nography and prostitution. 

Total annual turnover for 
organised crime in the USA is 
548 billion (gross income) 
with a clear $25 billion in un-
taxed profits. 

Even a simple calculation 
of the alleged marijuana d. ug 
users in Australia would 
result in a conservative figure 
of $180 million annual turn-
over for marijuana alone in 
Australia for 1976! 

Recent estimates of $44 
million for heroin and mari-
juana (The Australian, 
28/7/77) are ridiculously 
low. The funds for bribery 
and corruption are almost 
unlimited in view of the usual 
criminal profit minimum 
margin of 100 per cent to 
1000 per cent in some drug 
sates. A potential pool of $90 
million for bribery and cor-
ruption in the drug area 
alone!! 

When these figures are 
compared with our annual 
national gambling revenue of 
$4000 million, and national 
alcohol turnover of $2780 

million, they do not appear 
to be beyond reality. 

The alarming question 
arising from these figures is 
what percentage is being used 
to bribe politicians, law en-
forcement officers, 
academics, businessmen, 
customs officials, lawyers 
and even journalists in 
Australia'? 

There is clear evidence that 
these groups are being heavi-
ly bribed in the USA, in-
cluding  even judges! 

"Donations" to politi-
cians, and even "shush" 
funds for political parties in 
the USA have been used to 
have pro-crime laws passed, 
and are powerful enough to 
have USA laws, especially 
State laws which restrict their 
"business" activities, 
rescinded or scrapped! 

Urgent action must be 
taken by a Royal Commis-
sion to expose and eradicate 
the drug industry, from the 
street or school pusher to the 
national producers, im-
porters and distributors. 
These parasites should be 
jailed for a minimum of 25 
years for the "death" of an 
Australian generation of 
youth. 

The myth that drugs only 
spread because they are il-
legal should be totally 
discredited and rejected. 

Recent reports from the 
USA indicate (Sensual Drugs 
— Dr H. Jones) that from 
1969 there has been no real 
crackdown on marijuana, 
and, in addition, there has 
been no crackdown on mari-
juana in Europe. 

Marijuana has been adver-
tised and has been freely 
available on university cam-
puses and elsewhere, yet the 
marijuana epidemic has 
spread alarmingly in both 

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
TO CONSIDER LIFESTYLES 

Stuart Fowler in his paper for the Evangelical 
Alliance Conference on Lifestyle, states, "To be 
faithful to the Gospel we must come to terms with the 
worldliness of our humanity. We must cease seeing 
worldliness in negative terms as an evil to be avoided 
and recognise that when God created us He built into 
our being, worldliness as an essential element of our 
humanity, which he called very good. To lose our 
worldliness is to lose our humanity." 

This is only one of the 
areas we will touch on in the 
Lifestyle Conference in 
August this year. 

Papers also being prepared 
are by Dr Leon Morris, Dr 
Barton Babbage, Dr Athol 
Gill and Mr David Millikan. 
Other individuals practically 
involved in examining 
lifestyle from a Christian 
perspective will respond to 
the papers. 

Applications are being ac-
cepted now from people from 
all parts of Australia who are 
interested in being part of the 
consultation from the 19th to 
the 21st August, 1977 at 
Ridley College, Melbourne. 

The subjects explored will 
include the questions of alter-
native living, community, 
simple lifestyle, responsibility 
in an affluent world, family 
and extended family and the  Application forms are 
limitation of role expecta- available from the 
Lions. The scope will be as Evangelical Alliance, Post 
wide as the interest of the ap- Office Box 243, Box Hill, 
plicants.  3128. Tel (03189 2080. 
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Controversial aspects 
of new Prayer Book 

In our last issue we gave an overall assessment of the 
Draft Australian Prayer Book. We concentrated on the broad 
structural features of the book. 

Whilst not resiling from our basic commendation, we 
wish now to focus attention on some specific sections which 
many evangelicals will find disturbing and which may arouse 
more controversy than is desirable taking the overall worth of 
the book into account. 

There are some phrases in the new services which seem to 
be contrary to the doctrine of the Church of England in 
Australia. These are in the alternative thanksgivings, which 
were somewhat of an afterthought and which did not receive 
the same scrutiny as other parts. For example "May we who 
share Christ's body share his risen life" is most naturally inter-
preted as involving transubstantiation or something akin. A 
similar objection arises a few lines later, "May we who have 
reached out our hands to receive your gifts". The thirty-nine 
Articles teach clearly that we do not receive in our hands 
God's gifts in the Lord's Supper, but "the means whereby we 
receive the same is faith". As it stands the phrase in the service 
is difficult to free from the notion of transubstantiation. 

On turning to the Service of Baptism the obnoxious 
doctrine of ex opere operato seems to lie on the surface. That 
is to say, the service is not an affirmation of faith that God 
will accomplish what we have prayed for and signified in the 
service, but it makes statements of fact implying that the 
service accomplishes what it depicts. 

In other words it jeopardises the doctrine of the Church 
of England as held for example by the Reformers, the 
Evangelicals and by Mr Gorham whose views were vindicated 
in the famous Gorham case last century. 

In the Confirmation Service the concept of the candidates 
confirming their faith, which is an intelligible notion, is 
swallowed up in the Bishop's "confirming" the candidates 
(this receives the whole emphasis) which is a concept difficult 
to give much meaning to apart from the execrable doctrine of 
ex opere operato, which of course Roman Catholicism and 
Anglican Catholicism explicitly endorse. 

In the Funeral Service the wonderful truth that the Child 
of God enters fully into the presence of God at death is 
obscured by some prayers which join the departed with us in 
prayers for blessing. To pray for those whom scripture states 
are in the presence of Christ is impious, and is denial of the 
doctrine of justification of faith, yet there are several prayers 
in the new book which are on the wrong side of the border in 
this matter. 

The book is to be commended in many ways but it needs 
some more amendments yet, if it is to be acceptable. These are 
mostly minor in form though important in doctrine. If they 
are not made by the Liturgical Committee before the meeting 
of General Synod it would be very unwise for the Synod to do 
more than pass the book as a Provisional Canon. 

By Cocuteid H EP vvertir.con 

SEED THOUGHTS 

MITCHELL'S 
1NTURNATIONAL TOURS 

MIMINIMa 
MOM/ 
\NIP, 

For travel enquiries, please contact 

MR RON BAILEY 
Travel Consultant 

G P 0 BOX 3313 SYDNEY NSW 2001 
TELEPHONE (03) 22 4136 TELEX AA 27504 

TELEGRAMS: LANSEAJR 
Suite 3, 5th Floor, Asbestos House, 
65 York Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 
(On the comer of Barrack Street) 

Accounts Clerk/Paymaster 
An interesting and challenging position for a 
Christian with an interest in and desire to 
help Aboriginal people. 

The applicant preferably should have had 
paymaster experience but a strong 
accounts/clerical background would suffice. 

The location is in an Aboriginal Township in 
Arnhem Land, NT. Fully furnished married 
accommodation available. 

Please write with ministers and other 
references to  

CHURCH MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY 

93 BATHURST ST, SYDNEY 
Phone: 61 948) 

"GILBULLA" 
COUNTRY FAIR 

Saturday, 26th November, 1977 
Contact your Church Secretary for Details 

NEW FROM 
WOW books 

Aryhatryt 

"I Wanted to say everything I 
could to help people who 
really want to know God." 

—Billy Graham 

Clots only $8.95 
Postage B Packing 80c ears 
Available Dom 
WAD BOOKSTORE. 
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• From page I 
getting things done. These 
qualities have brought new 

The Scriptures 
speak today... 

by Canon John Chapman 

Hell is no joking matter 
Mark 9:43-48 

"And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off; it is 
beater for you to enter life maimed than with two hands 
to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter 
life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And 
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out; it is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with 
Iwo eyes to be thrown into hell, where their worm does 
not die, and the fire is not quenched." 

Several years ago I read through Mark's Gospel with 
a group of men. Many of them were unbelievers. When 
we had concluded reading the above passage one of 
them passed this comment: "At least from Jesus' point 
of view nothing matters more than that a man should 
not go to hell." 

You may think this is a strange note to be struck. 
However I am concerned lest in our evangelism we 
forget the very important truth that "God's wrath is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness" (Romans 
1:18). This is no joke. We are truly calling on men and 
women to "flee from the wrath to come". 

I notice in Mark 9:43-48 

(a) Hell is a terrible reality v 47-48. 
We are all tempted to believe that judgement cannot 

be as bad as the Bible says. Indeed we are tempted to 
believe that our actions are without consequences 
(Genesis 3:4). However the Bible does not minimise the 
tragedy (11 Thess 1:5-10). 

(b) Hell is eternal v 48 
Not only is it described in terms of loneliness and 

separation of horror and despair, but it is also dynamic 
in its nature rather than static. No one will escape the 
eternal consequence of failure in the judgement. 
RetAlion win be punished. This will lead to further 
rebellion — to further punishment — and so on ad 
infinitum (Rev 16:19). 

(c) Nothing must prevent us from membership in 
God's Kingdom v 47 

We are always under pressure from the world around 
us to "soften" our attitudes to this world and life's aim. 
So if our "right arm" or "our eye" diverts us from 
serving Jesus as our King there is only one legitimate 
action. Repentance is to range over every area of life 
and it is to be continuous. 

A "seed-picker" is what the Athenians called Paul 
when he preached in their market place. The RSV 
translates it "babbler", the NEB "charlatan", and 
the GNB "ignorant show-off". It was pure Athenian 
slang and might have been used of a sparrow, or so-
meone scavenging for scraps; or it might have been 
used of an ill-educated gatherer of intellectual brie-s-
hoe who passed himself off as a teacher. 

No wonder the Athenians lugged Paul off to the Council 
of the Areopagus to defend his proclamation of "strange 
divinities". 

SEED-PICKINGS: 
I must confess to a love of collected sayings, anecdotes, 

proverbs, etc. 1 fear I am a true seed-picker and I hope the 
Record's readership will forgive me if I spill a few bits and 
pieces out of my seed bag. 

"The historian is involved in history in a way in which 
the natural scientist is not involved in nature: the latter can-
not, even imaginatively, live the life of amoebas or 
molecules, in order to understand their behaviour, nor does 
he need to do so; but the historian must in some sense get 
inside the mind of the persons and societies which he 
studies, if he is to attain historical understanding." (Alan 
Richardson). 

"The great scientific advances have been creative and 
imaginative leaps in which the scientist was taking the risk 
of being declared wrong ... Reality, if one may be excused 
for using the word, is almost by definition that which does 

BRIGHT (Vic) 
Cook's Pioneer Holiday Flats 
Fully self-contained. Set 
amidst acres of beautiful 
parkland. Large clean and 
comfortable flats with 1. 2 
and 3 bedrooms. An ideal 
holiday spot for all age 
groups. Children wel-
come. 

Box I Bright (Vic) 
Ph. STD SS 1233 

RANELAGF1 HOUSE 
ROBE Ht SON 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL 
versus 

WHAT IS NOT THE 
GOSPEL? 

The Rev Geoff Paxton and the Rev Dr Graeme 
Goldsworthy, two outspoken authorities, 

present and grapple with topics such as: 

The difference between the Historic Pro- 
testant Gospel and the Roman Catholic 

Gospel. 
Blind spots of Evangelicals in their tradi- 

tional formulations of the Gospel. 
What do we make of the assertion that 

"Jesus is Lord"? 
What is the real function of the Gospel 

for the Church today? 
etc, etc 

DISCUSSION INCORPORATED IN EVERY 
MEETING 

WHERE?  St John's Church of England, 
North Ryde, 2113. 

WHEN?  10th-23rd October, 1977 (8 
meetings of 2,/2 hours) morn- 
ings o, evenings. 

COST  $20 per person. 
$10 for full-time students. 

ENROLMENT For further information and 
enrolment form please com-
plete the following and send 
to: 

THE SECRETARY, 
PO BOX 61, NORTH RYDE, 2113 

Please send me further details and an enrol-
ment form for the Gospel lectures in Oc-
tober. 

Name   

Address   

 Post Code   
 i.annonanamwel 
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"WE NEED TO REALISE THAT THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY 
OF HEALING IS THE VERY ANTITHESIS OF THE 

POPULAR VIEW OF 'SPIRITUAL' HEALING ..." 

"EVERY PERSON HEALED THROUGH THE INFLUENCE 
OF MEDIUMISTIC FORCES SUFFERS A DEATHLIKE 1310W 

TO HIS FAITH." 

Healing . . . ,The True And The Counterfeit 

I also believe that Our 
Lord commissioned his 
Church to heal and preach. 
There is no preaching of the 
Gospel consistent with the 
New Testament which does 
not include the charge to heal 
the sick. It would be a 
different gospel and an 
incomplete one if one of 
these things were done apart 
from the other. 

We cannot heal without 
proclaiming the gospel and 
we cannot proclaim the 
gospel without healing. We 

are to be a healing Church 
and this is very different 
from a healing individual. 

Because of this renewed 
awareness within the church 
that the Holy Spirit gives 
gifts of healing and working 
of miracles (over and above 
the natural use of medicine) 
there is also the danger of the 
counterfeit which is not easily 
detected from the true 
spiritual gifts. "Beloved do 
not believe every spirit but 
test the spirits to see whether 
they are of God; for many 
false prophets have gone out 
into the world." 

Scripture warns that 
"False Christs and false 
prophets will arise and show 
great signs and wonders, so 
as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect." All that is 
supernatural is not from God 
. . . Anything which appears 
good does not necessarily 
come from God . . Even the 
Elect will be led astray . . . 
Satan will come as an Angel 
of Light. 

We need to realise that the 
Church's Ministry of Healing 
is the very antithesis of the 
popular view of "Spiritual" 
healing, which sees it as a 
specialist's public activity to 
relieve physical suffering by 
miraculous or semi-magical 
means. 

God is more concerned in 
making whole a person's 
immortal soul than his body. 
Often the healings which do 

She said that people who 
had seen persecution and lost 
relatives were prepared to 
face the future with faith. 
They were conscious of the 
power of God and they were 
still joyful. 

These were ordinary 
people. Many thousands of 
them had celebrated the 
centenary of the Church of 
Uganda at Namirembe, the 
hill in Kampala on which the 
Anglican cathedral stands. 
Families  had  offered 
simple hospitality to fellow 
Christians from all over 
Uganda. 

Originally invited to share 
in the centenary on June 30, 
Dame Diana had to delay her  

in fact take place by people 
using occult or mediumistic 
means require as a payment 
the person's immortal soul. 
A high price to pay! Jesus 
said: "What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own 
soul?" 

"The Church's ministry of 
heating is not dependent on 
specialist abilities: it is not 
likely to be undertaken at 
mass meetings, it is not 
primarily concerned with the 
relief of physical suffering; it 

does not rate its effectiveness 
by miracles, and is accom-
plished by the generous (and 
often unpredictable) 
workings of God, frequently 
using certain human actions 
but not dependent upon 
them. 

"1 have emphasised this 
last point because there are 
some who tend to write as if 
the healing ministry would be 
greatly extended if we would 
grasp the laws of spiritual 
healing and measure and tap 
the forces at work. We as 
Christians need to emphasise 
not forces, rather the 
father." 

An example of the way in 
which the elect were deceived 
was the visit of Mary Rogers. 

Mary deceived many church 
folk and clergy and attracted 
many people to her healing 
"missions" (so called). 

The back-drop of a Church 
Altar, nuns and as many 
clergy as possible all built up 
the scene of deception for her 
ministry. She looked to be a 
charming, motherly person. 
She is a member of the 

visit because of the ban then 
in force on British passport 
holders leaving Uganda. The 
revised Laing of her trip 
meant that she was able to 
attend a meeting of the 
bishops at Mbale. 

She also visited Christian 
schools and a hospital and 
met some of the 28 CMS 
missionaries still serving in 
Uganda. 

The centenary had been a 
joyful occasion. Dame Diana 
showed the colourful 
centenary cloth which she 
had seen everywhere as 
shirts, dresses and 
decorations. 

"Church life in Uganda 
has certainly not broken  

National Federation of 
Spiritual Healers which in 
England numbers several 
thousand members. Her 
views about healing are 
similar to those of Harry 
Edwards,. Britain's most 
famous spiritist healer who 
heals by acting as a medium 
and calling up a Dr Lang 
(deceased). 

Mary was interviewed by a 
reporter in England and 
asked about her work. She 
said: "To give them evidence 
of survival, I bring back 
people who belong to them 
— a devoted grandmother, 
perhaps, who's passed on —
and I'll be able to give her 
name. 1 never have any 
trouble providing proof and I 
find that young people are 
open-minded and want to 
believe. 

"Then I send up a prayer 
asking that the power shall be 
given to me, and 1 tune in 
with the spirit intelligences. I 
am the medium, the go-
between, between them and 
the patient. In a few minutes 
I'll hear a voice — it's usually 
Sir John — although I have  

through the bodies of my 
patients." 

Another Spiritist (Dr Laid-
law from New York) has 
said: "If you want to call 
these spirit entities 'the 
heavenly host', that's a per-
fectly good explanation that 
fits in with the dogma of the 
church." 

The extraordinary thing is 
that we had a woman who 
openly called herself a 
medium working in our 
churches and nobody spoke 
out about it! My belief, 
which is based on the study I 
made of some of the people 
Mary dealt with whilst here is 
that everybody who was 
ministered to by the use of 
her mediumistic methods 
(demonic spirits) was 
damaged in spirit. Nobody 
was spiritually strengthened 
at all. I believe that these 
people need to come to 
repentance that they perhaps 
unknowingly allowed them-
selves to come under the 
powers of wrong spirits! 

The message of spiritism, 
largely through healing, is 
spreading fast. In England 
the National Federation of 
Spiritual Healers is offering 
evening classes and corres-
pondence courses in 
"Spiritual healing" and atter 
eight weeks a person should 
be able to link up with the 
spirit world. This course 
includes the laying on of 
hands transmitting (evil 

had followed the death of 
Archbishop Luwum. 

Now the Church was 
serene in a situation which 
remained very unpredictable. 
She was deeply impressed at 
how outward-looking the 
Church there was. It was a 
beleaguered Church, yet was 
very conscious of being part 
of a world-wide family. 

Missionaries she had 
visited had all felt it was right 
to stay. They regarded.  
themselves as part of the 
Church of Uganda. Bishops 
she had spoken to had no 
hesitation in agreeing. 

The Church was one and 
Christians must strengthen 
each other. "I think they are 
brave in staying," she 
commented. "But they also 
enjoy being there." 

Religious education in 
schools was continuing and 
there was increasing co-
operation between the 
Church of Uganda and the 
Roman Catholic Church in 
this field. At tractive new 
joint textbooks had now been 
published.  

there is no connection at all 
between good and evil spirits. 
Unlike in animism and Greek 
philosophy, the demons are 
unable to play a double role. 
Moreover the so-called spirits 
of the dead play only a very 
minor part in the Old Testa-
ment story. 

"They are mentioned in 1 
Sam 28 and Isaiah 8.19, but 
elsewhere communication 
with the dead is bracketed 
together with sorcery and is 
forbidden under the threat of 
death (Dent 18.10-18). 

"Every person healed 
through the influence of 
mediumistic forces, though, 
suffers a deathlike blow to 
his faith. He falls victim to a 
kind of spiritistic ban. 

"And this will be particul-
arly tragic in the case of the 
many hundreds of ministers 
and clergymen who have 
turned to Harry Edwards for 
this extremely doubtful type 
of help. Ewards has 
rendered the British people a 
dreadful service. Thousands 
upon thousands of people 
have been burdened through 
the work of this prophet of 
spiritistic spirits. And yet the 
Christians in England remain 
silent. 

"I have known folk to go 
to spiritist healers to receive 
what seems to be an almost 
immediate healing of some 
infirmity -or another. The 
self-styled 'healer' has told 
them, or given them the 
impression, that departed  

spirits on the other side are 
benevolently working 
through them for the good of 
mankind. But after a little 
while, the apparent healing 
has gone and they are now 
worse off than before. 

"They have the added 
burden of mental and 
spiritua' distress. They are 
sometimes in a frightful 
mental and spiritual mess. I 
sometimes think that the 
devil would only too gladly 
cure a man's bad leg so long 
as he could get his soul in 
exchange." 

It seems urgent to me that 
the Church should be praying 
that God will raise up people 
and clergy with the gift of 
discernment. The powers of 
darkness are having a heyday 
and if Satan appears as an 
angel of light so much the 
easier. Both Mary Rogers 
and Edwards have pictures of 
Our Lord in their' 
sanctuaries! 

Many people have, without 
knowing what they were 
doing, turned to idols and 
thus broken the First 
Commandment. The result is 
death because this cuts off 
from the living God. 
"Anyone who trespasses into 
Satan's domain by commit-
ting sins of sorcery will 
immediately be harrassed by 
the powers of darkness, irres-
pective of whether he takes 
the step consciously or 
unconsciously." 

In this article Sheila Hayles of Perth discusses the 
dangers of spiritism associated with some 
"healers" which have gained acceptance with 

some unsuspecting christian groups. 

down," she went on. "On 
the contrary, there are 
packed congregations and the 
church is still growing." 

Well over half the 
population of I I million were 
Christians. One bishop had 
told her the proportion was 
as high as 80 per cent. "And 
in Uganda," continued 
Dame Diana, "people don't 
call themselves CI ristians 
unless they really mean it. 
Faith is genuine." 

She found Christians ready 
to pray spontaneously. Many 
thanked her for the prayers 
of Christians in Britain and 
were convinced that these 
prayers were being answered. 

"It just made me wish we 
were all praying more deeply 
for them," she added. They 
certainly needed prayer. A 
month of alarm and anxiety 

four spirit doctors altogether.  spirit) energy. Thousands o 
Sometimes two or three people are doing these 
appear and they'll be discuss- courses. 
ing the case."  "In the Old Testament w 

She also said: "Now there find a clear distinction drawn 
is this great eternal force, call  between the angels of God 
it God, call it what you like. I  (Psalm 91 and Daniel 9.21) 
have learned to open myself and the fallen angels (Gen 6) 
to it and pass it through. And both of which are understood 
so this healing power seems to be immaterial beings. 
to flow through me from the  "The new idea which 
spirit intelligences and then  comes out, however, is that 

A picture of the Church of Uganda as alive, steadfast and joyful 
was given last week by Dame Diana Reader Harris, president of the 
Church Missionary Society in the United Kingdom. This was reported 
in the English Church of England newspaper. 

Dame Diana Reader was talking to the Press a few 
hours after arriving back from a week's visit there at the 
invitation of the Church of Uganda. 

I thank God that the Church is becoming increasingly aware of its healing ministry. "Christ was always 
healing . . that his action in the temple and his criticism of the Pharisees were the acts of a healer no less than his 
restoration of sight and health." 

I believe that it is the Church's responsibility to obey the 
scriptural instruction in Ezekiel and to "strengthen the weak, 
heal the sick, bind up the crippled, bring back the strayed, 
seek the lost and to rule God's flock with gentleness." 

ENCOURAGING REPORT OF 

The CEBS Office is seeking a full-time senior person 
capable of being responsible for all office procedures. 
Typing and duplicating ability are essential and short-
hand is an advantage. 

Please apply In writing to the CEBS Director, St An-
drew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney, 2000. 

UGANDAN CHURCH 

by SHEILA HAYLES 

Council of Churches 
In this issue of The Church Record we publish the 

introductory part of the Annual Report of The Council of 
Churches in NSW. 

We do so because in our view it is an eloquent and concise 
explanation of The Churches motives for being involved in 
socio-moral questions. The author is the Rev Campbell Egan, 
a Presbyterian Minister, who is shortly to vacate the position 
owing to a country appointment. 

Campbell Egan has been a worthy successor as Secretary 
to the Rev Bernard Judd and his departure will mean the loss 
of an able, tenacious and theologically literate advocate of the 
Churches in NSW. 

BISHOP SHEVILL RESIGNS 
strength and life to the finan-
cial and administrative struc-
tures of the diocese. 

"His close contact with 
the world-wide Church has 
brought many world figures 
to visit the diocese and has at-
tracted a number of clergy to 
work permanently here. 

"His interests are world-
wide and his comments on 
social and economic affairs 
have aroused considerable in-
terest and comment. His 
writings and teaching about 
the Christian faith have been 
significant. 

"Within the diocese his in-
itiative in the Heritage Ap-
peal has brought us to the 
point where extensions to 
complete the Cathedral are 
about to begin. 

"We shall miss his distinc-
tive leadership both here and 
in the Australian Church in 
general." 

Bishop Shevill hopes to be 
well enough to attend his in-
vestiture as an Officer in the 
Order of Australia to take 
place 9th September, 1977. 
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not submit to our rules but requires us to submit to its." 
(Lesslie Newbigin). 

"That man can aspire to and achieve goodness is evident 
through all of history, however that goodness may be 
understood. Moses saw goodness supremely as justice, 
Plato essentially as wisdom, and Jesus centrally as love; yet 
they all agreed that virtue, however understood, was con-
sistently undermined by something in human nature which 
was at war with something else." (Thomas A. Harris). 

"I believe that problems can be dissolved by grace, like a 
mist that is dissipated by the sunshine. One sees the 
Christian Gospel of salvation quite concretely at work in 
the gradual dissolution of all these tangled problems, 
without any of them being solved in the usual sense of the 
word. 

In the climate of faith, a life that has seemed to be 
nothing but a tangle of problems looks quite different. The 
problems disappear without any one actually solving them. 

This process of dissolution is all the more definite if one 
does not try to find human solutions, but relies rather upon 
God's grace." (Dr Paul Tournier). 

"The door into life generally opens behind us, and a 
hand is put forth which draws us in backwards. The sole 
wisdom for man or boy who is haunted with the hovering 
of unseen wings, the scent of unseen roses, and the subtle 
enticements of 'melodies unheard', is work. If he follows 
any of those, they will vanish. But if he works. they will 
come unsought." (George MacDonald). 

"What is true is that as there is a law in the natural world 
so there is a law in the spiritual world, ie a way of 
explaining things, but the law is not the same in both 
worlds ... If you are a logician you may often gain your 
point in a debate and yet feel yourself in the wrong. 

You get the best of it in disputing with some people 
because their minds are not clever, but when you get away 
from your flush of triumph you feel you have missed the 
point altogether; you have won on debate but not on fact. 
You cannot get to the basis of things by disputing." 
(Oswald Chambers). 

"All that was true love in them (ie our earthly loved 
ones) was, even on earth, far more His than ours, and ours 
only because His. In Heaven there will be no anguish 
turning away from our earthly Beloveds. 

First because we shall have turned already; from the 
portraits to the Original, from the rivulets to the Fountain, 
from the creatures He made lovable to Love Himself. 

But secondly because we shall find them all in Him. By 
loving Him more than them we shall love them more than 
we do now." (C. S. Lewis). 



Rev Lance Shilton 

Mary Whitehouse 

Plans to celebrate Jubilee 
of CMS League of Youth 

M.11.1111i 

HELP 
FOR 
THE 

HELPLESS 
A real opportunity for 
you to do more 
Yes! You can help a child in need now. Your 
generous gilt demonstrates love to a child 
!vho has known little love. 
Church of England Homes can immediately 
channel your gill to give a child a more 
secure. stable environment, often simply oy 
nelping the family to cope Emergency 
care lor children. Help too fur the mentally 
retarded, who can benefit from your 
generous gifts. Two dollars and over are 
deductible for income tax purposes.  

Church of Engirt Homes 
PO Box4i 
GAALINGFORD 211B 
Trolophono 830 7777 

YOUR GIFT - LOVE IN ACTION  THE HEALING TOUCH dr"LOVE  77 14013 
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The Rev Fred Nile, Direc-
tor of the Festival of Light, 
said, "Many sections of the 
public wrongly assumed the 
recent Public Inquiry con-
ducted by the Australian 
Broadcasting Tribunal on 
behalf of Parliament, includ-
ed every area of broadcasting 
— radio and TV, both com-
mercial and ABC — Na-
tional." 

This false assumption was 
shown by the large number of 
submissions which included 
criticisms of the ABC, 
especially in the following 
areas: 

* Waste of public funds 
on sub-standard pro-
grammes, eg, "Alvin 
Purple" series 
(5500,000), "On-Off" 
series, etc; 

• Conflict over policy bet-
ween Commissioners, 
Management and Staff 
Association — with staff 
control and blockouts; 

• Marxist propaganda 
through various depart-
ments such as the 
"Special Projects" Divi-
sion originally with 
"Lateline" on national 
radio and now through 
"Broadband".  

• The anti-social, pro-
drug programmes over 
recent experimental sta-
tions such as 2J3; 

• Obscene material over a 
number of national pro- 
grammes, 21.1 , 2FC 
"Talking Point", etc. 

"It is essential," said Mr 
Nile, "that a full Public In-
quiry be conducted into the 
ABC, especially related to its 
expenditure and possible 
waste of taxpayers' funds. 
(Annual allocation of 
Australian taxpayers' funds 
—over $159 million per year.) 

"Other areas to be in-
vestigated should include 
policy, programme stan-
dards, administration, 
management, role of Staff 
Association, etc. 

But the National Council 
for Civil Liberties 
condemned the verdict as "a 
dangerous new form of 
censorship, particularly I.:,  
artists who must now 
conform to the standards of a 
religion practised by a 
minority." 

In the first trial of its kind 
for 56 years, the jury 
convicted both the newspaper 
and Lemon by a 10.2 
majority in each case, after a 
retirement of five hours. 

The case concerned a poem 
Gay News published about a 
Roman Centurion's homo-
sexual love for Christ at the 
Crucifixion. 

The paper and Lemon, 32, 
were found guilty ef "unlaw-
fully and wickedly publishing 
a blasphemous libel concern-
ing the Christian religion, 
namely an obsence poem and 
illustration vilifying Christ in 
His life and crucifixion.'' 

The offending poem, by 
Prof James Kirkup, was 
entitled "The Love that 
Dares to Speak its Name" 
and was written as if by a 
homosexual Roman 
Centurion describing his feel-
ings towards Christ after His 
body was taken down from 
the Cross. 

The prosecution said the 
poem was so vile that it 
would be hard even for the 
most perverted imagination 
to conjure up anything 
worse. 

The defence claimed that it 
was not blasphemous because 
it did not attack Christ but 
glorified Him by asserting 
Christian beliefs and 
speaking of a love for Him as 
understood and experienced 
by a homosexual. Writers 
Bernard Levin and Margaret 
Drabble gave evidence for the 
defence. 

The verdict of the jury of 
seven men and five women 
will go down in legal history 
as the modern legal authority 
on blasphemy. It was the first 
blasphemous libel trial since 

Lesley Kemeny is Senior 
Lecturer in Nuclear 
Engineering at the University 
of NSW and advisor to the 
Australian Atomic Energy 
Commission. 

His special field is nuclear 
plant dynamics and he is 
keenly interested in safety 
and control as well as en-
vironmental and ethical 
issues. He will be speaking on 
Energy options open to 
mankind. 

Rev Dr B. W. Powers, a 
New Testament theologian 
will be looking at these issues 
in the light of his study of en-
vironmental and economic 
issues from a Biblical 
perspective. He is concerned 
about man's God-given 
responsibility to care for the 
earth and its resources. 

1921 when a man named Gott 
was found guilty of 
blasphemy by publishing a 
pamphlet describing Christ as 
looking like a circus clown as 
He entered Jerusalem on -a 
donkey. 

Mr Lemon was given a 
suspended gaol sentence of 
nine months and fined £500; 
Gay News was fined £1000 
and ordered to pay four-
fifths of the prosecution's 
costs. 

The Dean of Sydney, the 
Very Reverend Lance 
Shilton, commented in St 
Andrew's Cathedral on this 
historic decision. 

"Christians throughout 
the world will welcome the 
recent large majority verdict 
of the Old Bailey jury in 
Britain condemning the 
homosexual poem about 
Jesus published in 'Gay 
News'. 

"The pornographers are 
always looking for new ways 
of shocking people. They 
move from heterosexual 
promiscuity to homosexual 
deviations and then from 
kinky sadism to calculated 
blasphemy. 

"A dangerous minority 
opposed to the Christian 

MOTHERS' 
UNION 

COUNCIL 
It was indeed a privilege to 

be a delegate to the 
Australian Commonwealth 
Council Meeting held in 
Adelaide last month when 
over $0 delegates from all 
around Australia and Thurs-
day Island gathered together. 

The most important item 
of business was the ratifica-
tion of the new Constitution 
for the autonomous 
Australian Mothers' Union 
and following this the 
meeting voted to hold the 
World Conference in 
Brisbare during July 1979. 

At the final session of the 
Council, the election of of-
fice bearers took place and 
Mrs Jull was elected for a 
further 3-year term as Com-
monwealth President. Mrs 
Oates (Sydney Diocese) and 
Mrs Byfield (Perth Diocese) 
were elected as the two Vice 
Presidents. 

Our congratulations must 
go to these and all the office 
bearers elected during this 
meeting. 

Sanctity in ministers is a 
loud call to sinners to repent, 
and when allied with holy 
cheerfulness it becomes won-
drously attractive. 

— C. H. S. 

Ethic will stop at nothing to 
outrage others in an attempt 
to lower the tolerance level of 
the community and to make a 
quick dollar. 

"As the lowering of 
standards overseas is often 
followed by similar moves in 
Australia, convinced Chris-
tians here need to be on the 
alert and refuse to allow the 
name of Christ to be dragged 
in the mud. 

"Christians may use this 
opportunity of witnessing to 
the power of the perfect Son 
of God in the lives of all who 
trust Him." 
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DAVID C. COON 
PUBLICATIONS 

P O. Box 47 
Mt. Waver*, Vic. 

Australia, 3140 
Tel: (03) 277 3511 

"It is essential the Public 
Inquiry be conducted along 
similar lines to the recent 
Public Inquiry into Commer-
cial Radio and TV," said Mr 
Nile. 

"It should be conducted by 
the Australian Broadcasting 
Tribunal which has already 
amassed a great deal of ex-
perience and evidence: it 
must be open to the public, it 
must be Australia wide and it 
must include the public 
testimony under oath by 
ABC Commissioners, 
Management, Employees and 
Staff Association. 

"It is time," said Mr Nile, 
"that the ABC should give a 
full account of itself to its 
shareholders — the long suf-
fering Australian taxpayer." 

Such an Inquiry should 
have positive aims to produce 
a whole range of recommen-
dations which will improve 
the ABC in every area of ac-
tivity. 

There will be a time for 
questions and debate, which 
it is anticipated will be most 
valuable in helping those who 
attend the conference for-
mulate a well informed 
Christian perspective on 
these issues, 

The day will commence at 
10.00 am and conclude at 
4.30 pin and will be held at 
Sydney Missionary and Bible 
College, Croydon. 

Registration for the day is 
$2.50. Lunch and re-
freshments wit! be available 
at the college for an extra 
52.50. 

For further details and 
registration form please con-
tact the APES Office, SU 
House, 129 York Street, 
Sydney. Phone 290 3222. 

The seminar aims to in-
form and to challenge Chris-
tian people to think about 
this important and controver-
sial topic. 

Naturally a large part of 
the programme will be spent 
on the Uranium debate. 
There will be Speakers from 
differing points of view. 

Dr Keith Suter, Senior 
tutor at St John's College, 
Sydney University, will be 
presenting a paper opposing 
the mining and export of 
Australian Uranium on the 
following grounds: 

I. Danger of weapon pro-
fileration; 2. The threat to 
civil liberties in the increased 
security measures needed to 
guard the nuclear power sta-
tions; 3. Refuting the claim 
that third world countries 
need our uranium. 

Call for public  CHRISTIAN GRADUATES TO 
LOOK AT ENERGY CRISIS 

in quiry into ABC  
The current conflict over 3ZZ and continuous controversy over AB(' policies 

and programmes, has led the Festival of Light to request the Prime Minister, The 
Hon Malcolm Fraser, to order a Public Inquiry into all aspects of the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

The newspaper for homosexuals, Gay News, and its editor, Denis Lemon, were 

this month found guilty of blasphemous libel. 
Mrs Mary Whitehouse, who had started the prosecution 

later taken over by the Crown, was overjoyed at the outcome. 
"I simply thank God," she said. 

The NSW Graduate Fellowship is arranging an all-day seminar on "A 
Christian Perspective on the Energy Crisis", on Saturday, 17th September. 

HISTORIC VERDICT ON BLASPHEMY 

Plans are being made to celebrate the Jubilee of 
Missionary Society next year. 

Researching the records  The first is a Thanksgiving 
reveals that the very first Service (preceded by basket 
meeting of CMS League of lunch) at St Columb's 
Youth was held in April, Hawthorn, Melbourne, on 
1928. It was a picnic, and one Sunday, March 5, at 2.30 
of the founding fathers gave pm. The special preacher will 
it this title:  be the Dean of Sydney, the 

"The heart of CMS is a Very Rev Lance Shilton. 
good heart," he declared,  A Jubilee hymn has been 
"but it is growing old!" So written for the event, and a 
steps were taken to give it a Choir will be formed under 
transplant!  the leadership of Mrs Jean 

The name League of Youth Wilson. 
lasted for 48 years, when it  Four weeks after this 
was changed to CMS Youth.  event, another "Picnic with a 

Two main events have been Purpose" is planned. This 
planned for 1978.  will be on Saturday, April 8, 

Youth work in the Church 

at Holy Trinity Doncaster. 
On this Family Day, short 
plays will depict the early 
history of the League. 

The evening rally to follow 
will be organised by CMS 
Youth, when the Rev David 
Penman will give the closing 
address. 

We feel sure that many ex-
Leaguers and other interested 
friends will want to join in 
these celebrations, and to 
give thanks to Almighty God 
for what has been ac-
complished over the years. 



WHAT A WORLD! 
by Lesley Hicks 

GOOD NEWS FOR JWs 
A unique Gospel newspaper to give Jehovah's 
Witnesses, or anyone troubled by Watchtower doctrine. 

25,000 NOW IN USE 
Moving testimonies of two couples recently born again 
to a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ out of years of 

JW darkness. 
aloe $1 (post free), 50 for 0,100 for $9 

Free with ever 8 papers a Bible bookmark with hints and 
references for witnessing to JWs. 

Write to "GOOD NEWS FOP JWs" 
PO BOX 221, BAULKHAM HILLS, 2153 

NOW AVAILABLE: "GOOD NEWS FOR MORMONS" 
Same style and format as JW paper, same price, same 

address 5000 already In use 

L 

Theological training cut 
The House of Bishops has agreed to rut by a year the 

length of theological training required for graduate or-
dinands. 

Their decision has been Church's Ministry (ACCM). 
taken "in the light of the pre-  However, the Anglican Or- 
sent financial urgeacy", and dinands' Committee has 
in response to the first report criticised various aspects of 
of the working party on the report and warned that 
courses established last year, putting all its recommenda-
under the chairmanship of tions into effect would cause 
Bishop Oliver Tomkins, as an a decline in the quality of or-
emergency measure by the dination training. 
Advisory Council for the 
 

Church Times 

leProv  t 
withyoursavingsi 

Provident? It means showing 
foresight, or being thrifty. Good advice 

in uncertain times. So put your 
savings in Provident Permanent. 

Get good interest, absolute safety, 
Withdraw anytime—no fixed periods. 

Change over today! 

PROVIDENT]  
BUONO SOCIElY 

36 York St lbetween King C Market Ste). 
SYDNEY 29 2287 9 South St , GRANVILLE 
350 Part Hacking Rd CARINGMH 
Step 2, Ill longuedle Rd., LANE COVE. 
 411111111.1111M1M3 

TG.I226 

ACC for uranium 

moratorium 
1 he Executive Committee of the Australian 

Council of Churches believes that Uranium mining is a 
decision for all the people of Australia. 

UGANDAN APPEAL RESPONSE 
More than $3000 has been received in response 10 the Acting Primate, 

Archbishop M. L. Loane's appeal on behalf of Ugandan refugees — launched on 
May 19. 

CONCERN OVER ACT 
CASINO PROPOSAL 

The Australian Council of Churches has expressed 
concern about the establishment of a Casino in 
Canberra. 

IMPACT BOOKS LIMITED 
which is associated with Moore Theological College, is 
situated at 7 King Street, Newtown, 2042 — the same 
address as the college. 

It exists to serve the students as well as the public with 
books at the lowest possible prices. 

We also provide a mail order service and supply books 
for houseparties, beach missions and church bookstalls. 
Please write to us at 7 King Street, Newtown, 2042 or ring. 
51 2225 or, best of all, come and visit us, you'll be 
surprised how low our prices are. 

Specialist of High Class Handmade 
* * * JEWELLERY * * * 

PRE-DEVALUATION STOCK TO CLEAR 
Engagement, Eternity. Wedding Rings Dress Rings, 
Brooches, Pendants Jewellery remade Top quality 
Diamonds, Sapphires, Opals, etc High grade Pearl 
Necklaces Watch Repairs Insurance Valuations 
Jewellery and Gems tax free to overseas visitors One 
only excellent investment Diamond Ring for $3750, 
Insurance Valuation $5000 Most jewellery approx 20 pc 

below retail prices. 

FRANK AKEHURST 
Suite 14, 9th Floor 

250 Pitt St, Sydney. Phone 260368 

Open Door 
for 

Gospel 
More than 90 per cent of 

the world is still open to the 
Christian gospel, according 
to one mission leader. 

Dr Louis t.. King, vice-
president for the division of 
overseas ministries of the 
Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, contends that many 
nations "are generally more 
open than in any previous era 
in the world's history." 

Dr King warns against 
"unwarranted pessimism". 
"Since Indo-China was clos-
ed to missionary work, there 
is a danger that 'closed 
doors' will be over stressed in 
missionary addresses," cau-
tions the former missionary. 

The mission leader also 
cautioned against un-
warranted statements about 
the attitudes of governments 
in some developing countries. 
"ft is a fiction, for instance, 
that Zaire is closed," he 
points out. 

DEBATE 
WITH 

VON DANIKEN 
Dr Clifford A. Wilson, of 

Melbourne, author of 
"Crash Go the Chariots", 
who is visiting USA on a lec-
ture tour, has been invited to 
debate with Erich Von 
Daniken at the University of 
North Dakota next February. 

The debate will centre 
around the views expressed 
by Von Daniken in his 
popular books, and the 
statements made in refuta-
tion in Dr Wilson's writings, 
including "Crash Go the 
Chariots". 

Dr Wilson would be 
grateful for the prayers of 
Australian Christian friends 
as he prepares for this debate 
of which a film is to be pro-
duced by the University. 

New Life 

Close at hand, where I can 
not only pray but act, things 
are satisfactory. But how, I 
wonder, do people cope with 
trouble at a distance if they 
cannot pray — if they have 
no trust in God, no relation-
ship with Him as a loving, 
caring Father? 

When the crunch comes, 
and they feel quite helpless, 
most people pray anyway, I 
suspect. They do so irration-
ally, against their better 
judgement, maybe guiltily 
because of their past neglect 
of God, whom they seek to 
use as an emergency service, 
like the fire brigade or a 
parachute or an oxygen 
mask. 

LONELY COURAGE 
There are some, however, 

who show a lonely courage, 
shunning as hypocrisy even 
such emergency prayer. It's a 
sad, unnecessary courage —
man was not meant to be so 
alone in the universe. No 
wonder there's such bleak 
despair evident in atheistic 
philosophy. Jean-Paul Sartre 
wrote of man's "total 
responsibility in total 
solitude," and the implica-
tions are tragic. 

American Christian author 
Joseph Bayly, visiting the 
doctor to thank him for his  

care of his five-year-old son 
who had just died of 
leukaemia, met a mother 
whose child also had the 
disease. 

"When he dies," she said, 
"I'll just have to cover him 
up with dirt and forget I ever 
had him." 

Bayly's grief was fresh; he 
was no less realistic and 
rational in the face of death, 
as those who have read his 
fine book on the Christian 
view of death will know 
("The View from the 
Hearse," reprinted as "The 
Last Thing We Talk About") 
but knowing God, trusting 
Him for his own little boy's 
welfare in life and beyond, he 
was able to reach out 
compassionately to that 
mother and child in their 
need. 

They have expressed the 
opinion that no adequate 
case has yet been presented to 
the Australian people justify-
ing haste in reaching a 
decision about the mining 
and export of Uranium. 

Meeting in Sydney on July 
13, the Council Executive 
acknowledged that there are 
clearly marked divisions in 
the Australian community, 
both over the nature of the so 
called "energy crisis" and the. 
wisdom of Uranium mining. 

It went on to state that 
because of the importance of 
this issue for future gener-
ations of Australians, the 
decision to mine Uranium or 
not is a decision for all the 
people of Australia to make. 

The Council also re-
affirmed its call of November 
last for a five-year mora-
torium on the mining and 
exporting of Uranium to 
allow sufficient time for 
public debate and for further 
research into the risks and 
possible alternative energy 
sources. 

In a separate move, the 
ACC Executive Committee 
agreed to send a delegation to 
the Australian Mining 
Industry Council to inform 
that body of the ACC's 
policy on Uranium mining 
and exporting. 

The delegation, to include 
the President, Bishop 
Graham Delbridge and 
General Secretary, Jean 
Skuse, will suggest to the 
Mining Council that "the 
mining companies would 
perform a valuable service to 
the community if they were 
to offer to observe a mora-
torium until: 

"The rights of Aboriginal 
Communities so affected 
have been safeguarded to 
their satisfaction; 

"Acceptable procedures 
exist for the safe manage- 

ment of radioactive waste, 
and 

"Effective internationa, 
safeguards are established to 
prevent the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons." 

The ACC delegation will 
submit that the full public 
debate called for in the 
Ranger Uranium Environ-
mental Inquiry Report has 
not yet concluded. Further-
more, the ACC believes that 
a decision at this stage in 
favour of mining and export-
ing Uranium will provoke 
serious resentment among 
many people who consider 
the decision premature, and 
that this reaction may lead to 
confrontation with the 
mining companies. 

"Uranium and a Nuclear 
Society" is the title of a new 
leaflet being circulated 
nationally by the Australian 
Council of Churches to 
encourage debate on these 
crucial social and ethical 
issues. 

The eight page leaflet 
introduces the issues of 
disposal of radioactive 
wastes, Aboriginal Land 
Rights in the vicinity of 
Uranium deposits, and 
nuclear weapons as well as 
raising questions about a 
plutonium economy and the 
social implications of nuclear 
energy. It is written with a 
church audience in mind and 
aims to be an introduction to 
the issues involved rather 
than a definitive statement. 

Suggestions for action as 
well as for further reading are 
included and addresses of key 
offices in each State are 
listed. The leaflet is available 
on request from the ACC, 
199 Clarence Street, Sydney, 
and suggested prices for bulk 
orders are 20 for $1, 50 for 
$2, 100 for $4 (postage 
included). 

SHARED PRAYER 
If one has a real relation-

ship with the real God, 
prayer is the natural expres-
sion of that relationship, as 
natural to the thought-life of 
the child of God as breathing 
air. All Christians know this 
to some degree, but many fail 
to find the further rich 
provision for shared 
encouragement and mutual 
strengthening that comes 
when we meet with others for 
informal spontaneous 
prayer. 

If private prayer can be as 
natural as breathing or think-
ing, shared prayer can be as 
natural as conversation 
bete :en friends. Both require 
determination and concen-
tration, however, because 
they are much opposed by the 
enemy. 

Nominal Christians and 
non-believers may find the 
idea of voiced prayer, except 

Donation., have been chief-
ly from NSW, Victoria and 
WA. Some dioceses are 
organising special appeals. 

Money is being sent as it 
comes to hand. The first 
draft — $2267 was forwarded 
on June 21. 

The target for the appeal is 
$10,000. 

The Executive Committee, 
in adopting the resolution 
from Canberra Churches of 
Christ Minister, the Rev Neil 
Gilmore, agreed that "the 
nature of the national capital 
is a matter of national con-
cern." 

It called attention to the 
fact that legislation to pro-
vide for the establishment of 
a casino in the ACT will be 
presented to the national 

in chinch, weird and 
abnormal, something 
reserved for fanatics. Yet if 
Christians were more ready 
to offer to pray aloud with 
non-christian friends or 
relatives in trouble, they too 
might glimpse and desire the 
relationship with God that 
such prayer expresses. 

I remember as a new teen-
age Christian praying with 
my parents for my younger 
brother when he had careered 
down a steep hill on his push-
bike and collided head-on 
with a tree. He was uncons-
cious for days and had 
internal injuries, but he 
pulled through, thank God, 
and the bonds between us as 
a family were strengthened. 

Watching my friend 
Barbara Mackay being inter-
viewed on television shortly 
after the disappearance of 
her husband, I thanked God 
for what seemed a visible and 
audible demonstration that 
our prayers for her (and 
those of thousands of others, 
no doubt, whether they knew 
her or not) were being 
answered — that she was 
drawing from the God she 
already knew, extra-ordinary 
grace and strength for extra-
ordinary and tragic circum-
stances. 

We pray that she and her 
family may continue to be 
upheld through whatever lies 
ahead. 

"There is none so poor as 
he who cannot pray," some-
one has said. Another wrote, 
with equal truth, "It seems to 
me that no one is so poor as 
he for whom not a single soul 
is praying, he who has no one 
who takes him personally and 
persistently to God in 
prayer." (Hallesby, 
"Prayer".) 

parliament in the coming 
session. 

Of particular concern to 
the meeting was the fact that 
unless Members of Parli-
ament raise questions about. 
the legislation, it may become 
law without any parlia-
mentary debate. Conse-
quently the ACC Executive 
requested "the parliamentary 
leaders to ensure that full 
debate take place in both 
Houses of Parliament." 

WITHOUT PRAYER 

MERELY 
PSYCHOLOGICAL? 

Emergency requests or 
demands to God by those 
who have not yet established 
a relationship with Him 
through trust in Christ may 
or may not seem to get the 
desired result. Rationalist 
agnostics and atheists grant 
that prayer may have psycho-
logical value, not so much in 
influencing the course of 
events as in calming the mind 
of the one praying. Faith, 
they say, is of great value 
even if it is misplaced. 

Christians disagree, of 
course; we maintain that our 
trust is in One who is real and 
knowable. Sure, a measure of 
peace of mind can be attained 
through means other than 
prayer. I am told that yoga 
can be helpful, or transcen-
dental meditation. Both are 
of Hindu origin. But how can 
these help others for whom 
we care? 

Without the resource of prayer, what a grim world! Even with the Lord, knowing His promises that is prayer I 
have a line to Him that as His child I am not merely encouraged but COMMANDED to use, I have found this week 
a difficult one. 

Long-awaited letters have failed to come from overseas; 
and an old friend's husband is missing, apparently murdered, 
in Griffith. 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, AUGUST 4, 1977 — 5 



B.C.A. Hostel 
BROKEN HILL 

O 
Superintendent and Matron required for the 
Bush Church Aid Society Hostel (14 boys, 3 
girls). 

Please apply at State Office or 

Federal Secretary 

BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 
135 Bathurst St Sydney, NSW, 2000 

TYNDALE PARENT-CONTROLLED 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

bLAC rOWN NSW 

Applications are invited from qualified Secondary 
Teachers to commence in 1978 

English/History 
Home Science/Textile and Design 

Enquiries to the Principal 
79 Kildare St, Blacktown, NSW. 2148 

Phone: (02) 622 7476 
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gurrimil 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Classified isovartisements May be 
left at the oHice or phoned to 
61 2975 up to noon 10 days before 
data of publication. Charge is 10c 
per word with a minimum charge of 
32 00 

Interstate 
Services 

PERTH, St Alban's, 423 Beaufort Street. 
Service 9.30 am. Locum Canon J. 
Watts. All welcome. 

COORPAROO: St Stephen's. Brisbane.  
Cnr Cavendish and Chatsworth Roads. 
Visitors welcome. 7.30 and 9 am Holy 
Communion. 11 am Morning Prayer 
(Holy Communion 1st Sunday) 7 pm 
Evening Prayer. Rector, Rev Ken Baker. 

Accommodation 
To Let/Wanted 

For Sale 

LARD — North Kaloomba. 36000 Res 
Area. All Services. Views 5 mm drive 
from CMS Conference Centre. Vendor 
finance on $3000 dep 4755093 

Positions 
Vacant 

ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER for St 
Edmund's. Pagewood. Two manual 
restored Hill pipe organ. Good choir 
and remuneration. Sunday mornings. 
Friday evenings, 

Enquiries. RECTOR — 344 7559 

Miscellaneous 

DINNER MUSIC for Receptions and 
parties. Young Christian married 
couple, organ and drums. 831 4849. 

An Open Letter 
on relations between the Anglican 
Churches and the Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Old Catholic and 

Ancient Oriental Churches 
To the Archbishops and Diocesan Bishops of the Anglican Communion, June 1977 

This is part of the 1977 Annual Report by the 
Council of Churches in New South Wales. The 
Report covers the range of activities the Council 
was involved in during the previous 12 months. 
This portion deals with the underlying principles 
behind the Council's activities and represents a 
very valuable policy statement on Christian 
attitudes to many current questions. 

THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN NSW 

ANNUAL REPORT, JUNE 1977 
Magazine on 
pastoral practice 

CARING 
ii. A second way in which 
the Christian message has 
been related to the world is 
that of Christian service 
When Christians have seen 
human need in the form of 
illness, poverty, hunger, 
destitution, deprivation and 
so on, they have responded 
by creating hospitals and 
homes, clinics and colleges, 
places in which the compas-
sion of Christ for people in 
need has been displayed in all 
its magnificent glory. 

The swot of Christian 
social service down through 
the ages is a wonderful story 
of love for the neighbour. No 
other organisation in our 
society has a record to 
compare with the Christian 
Church in meeting human 

OPEN LETTER 
• From page 6 

on agreement in essentials 
while recognising differences 
in secondary matters, will in 
the first instance provide a 
better model for this purpose 
than direct mergers or Uniate 
relationships's* are likely to 
do. 

We believe that the distinc-
tion between essentials and 
secondary matters, though 
sometimes overlooked, is of 
great ecumenical importance, 
and calls urgently for 
exploration. 

9. We ask that when 
relations with the non-
reformed Churches are 
debated at Lambeth and else-
where the points made in this 
letter will be borne in mind, 
and that wherever these rela-
tions are discussed Anglicans 
committed to the Reform-
ation tradition may be fully 
involved. We ask too that the 
doctrines of grace and justifi-
cation, and their impli-
cations, may figure promin-
ently on the agenda for these 
discussions. 

10. Finally, we assure you 
of our prayers and loyalty as 
you lead us in proclaiming 
the gospel, in defending what 
is true and right, and in 
seeking unity in Christ with 
all his people. 

• The Ancient Oriental Churches include, 
on the one hand, the A.yrian Church and, 
on ihe other, the Comic, Ethiopian, Syrian 
and Armenian Church., which, though 
commonly called •.Pilonophysite' , are not 
in fact so In iheir reaching 
•• In Ciliate relationfhips complete identity 
of doctrine with the Roman Catholic 
Church is required, though the Unlate 
Churches havr a large measure of 
independence in natters of church older. 

need. And this work 
continues today. Hungry 
people are fed, destitute 
people helped, deprived 
people assisted by Christians 
who care because of their 
commitment to the One Who 
Himself went about doing 
good. 

CHRISTIAN 
SOCIAL WITNESS 
iii. A third sphere through 
which the Church has related 
the Gospel entrusted to it to 
the world, is that of Christian 
social witness. The Christian 
faith, its values and prin-
ciples apply both to 
individual citizens and to the 
corporate dimensions of life. 

Individuals live in 
communities which generate 
ways of doing things, styles 
of organisation and 
structures through which the 
common life is ordered. It is 
of fundamental importance 
to have the values of the 
Christian faith expressed 
through those corporate 
dimensions of life. 

It is good for a community 
to have within its numbers 
citizens who are concerned to 
help children, for example, 
who suffer from some harm, 
but it is better through the 
laws of the land and the insti-
tutions of the society to 
prevent that harm from 
developing in the first place. 

As a matter of history, 
Christian men and women 

have been very much 
concerned with the corporate 
aspects of community life, 
with the laws of the land, and 
the institutions and organis-
ations of society, and have 
endeavoured to resist evil and 
to promote good through 
them. 

The Council of Churches 
in NSW has for many years 
been concerned with the 
quality of national life by 
being especially concerned 
with the laws that operate in 
this State in areas such as 
temperance, gambling, civil 
liberties etc. It is motivated 
by a deAre to prevent suffer-
ing occurring, for example, 
through the liquor trade, as 
well as promoting those 
virtues which enhance life. 

In the past year in this area 
of Christian social witness 
the Council of Churches in 
NSW has been principally 
concerned with the following 
issues: 
* the proposed legalisation 

of casinos; 
* the so-called victimless 
crime law reform 
proposals; 
the easing of the laws 
relating to marijuana use; 

* the radio/television broad-
casting systems in Aus-
tralia; 

* the future of the Religious 
Programmes Department 
of the ABC; 

* child abuse through porno-
graphic material. 
A number of aspects of 

this work of Christian social 
witness may be mentioned. 

PLURALISM AND 
IMPOSITION OF VALUES. 

FIRST: A popular slogan 
in these permissive days of 
"do what you like" is that we 
live in a pluralist society. 
People mean by the term that 
in our society there are a 
large number of individuals 
and groups of citizens who 
follow varying life styles, 

of God" and "love of neigh-
bour", between Christian 
verticalism — the God/man 
dimension — and Christian 
horizontalism -- the 
man/man dimension. Social 
activism can never replace 
Christian evangelism. Both 
are aspects of a total 
Christian proclamation. 

AGAINST THE TIDE 
THIRD: It is often said 

that the Church in this sphere 
of Christian social witness is 
too negative, that it merely 
opposes. It is a false notion 
to claim that the Church is 
only interested in temperance 
and gambling. Different 
branches of the Church are 
concerned with the whole 
range of social concerns from 
the uranium issue to poverty, 
from world economic matters 
to local issues of environ- 
mental conservation. This is 
a simple fact of life. 

Furthermore, pressure 
groups such as Friends of the 
Earth, or other environ-
mentalists who are concerned 
to protect and conserve the 
environment are rarely 
described as being negative, 
as the Churches are on other 
issues, although their 
position is fundamentally the 
same as the Church's in that 
they want to prevent hanriul 
consequences flowing from 
social action. 

Moreover, there are some 
things in life which are evil 
and which must be opposed. 
The Scripture is replete with 
such advice. 

Christian principles do 
form a revolutionary counter 
culture philosophy. People 
who espouse Christian prin-
ciples will inevitably be 
rowing against the tide in a 
hedonistic society dominated 
by consumerism, greed and 
selfishness. Too many Chris-
tians want to have the luxury 
of not appearing to be differ-
ent from the styles and 
attitudes pargmount in our 
society. That is not possible. 

INVOLVEMENT IN 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

FOURTH: One of the 
Most effective ways by which 
Christians can contribute to 
the common good of our 
Australian nation is for them 
to become involved in public 
life. Christians being 
motivated by their desire to 
serve the community, and 
allowing their decisions to be 
moulded by their Christian 
principles, by being involved 
in the life of their com-
munity, especially in those 
areas where policies are made 
and decisions determined, 
can contribute significantly 
to the quality of life in this 
nation. 

Christians should be active 
in their local community, in 
the political, industrial and 
professional, sporting and 
club life of the nation. 

The "Go into all the 
world" of the Gospel doesn't 
just apply to people who give 
up their lives to serve in 
remote and foreign mission 
fields. 

It applies to our com-
munity, the local district, the 
immediate community. It is 
there that Christians can help 
to resist evil and promote 
good. The Council of 
Churches in NSW issued a 
pamphlet in June, 1977, 
encouraging Christians in the 
State to consider the possi-
bility of serving on local 
Councils. 

The elections for these 
councils and shires are held 
every three years. This has 
been a wonderful avenue for 
service for many community-
minded Christians. They 
have left their mark. More 
Christians should become 
involved and, by their words 
and actions, guide the com-
munity to that more excellent 
way of Christ. 

"The Journal of 
Pastoral Practice" 

Edited by Jay Adams 
Presbyterian and Reformed 

Publishing Co 
Vol I, No I Winter 1977 

Here at last is a profes-
sional magazine for those 
engaged in pastoral ministry 
— which includes increasing 
members of "lay" folk in our 
churches. And these people, 
together with their "clerical" 
breathren will find much to 
encourage and stimulate 
them in the 143 pages of this 
well-bound book. 

Those already familiar 
with Jay Adams' writings in 
the field of Biblical counsel-
ling will not be at all sur-
prised to find the same 
Biblical and practical 
emphasis in these pages. 

The Journal is arranged in 
ten sections, only one of 
which, "Preaching", is 
edited by Adams, although 
he has overall rcsp,..nsibilities 
as Editor-in-Chief. 

The other nine sections 
are: Christian Education, 
Counselling, Evangelism, 
Management and Finances, 
Medicine and Health, 
Missions, Para-Christianity, 
Pastoral Work and Book 
Reviews. 

On this first issue, the 
material is uneven in both 
quality and quantity when 
the different sections are 
compared. It seems quite 
apparent that some sectional 
editors only just made their 
dead-line with a minimal 
private contribution. 

However, some of the 
shorter articles, such as 
"How to Handle a Financial 
Request" and "Preaching 
With Purpose" are most 
useful contributions that will 
be appreciated by many. 

Certainly many lone- 

offering congregations will 
appreciate the thrust of this 
atter article: "Unless a 
preacher knows the purpose 
of his sermon, all is lost. He 
himself is lost, the congre-
gation will soon get lost, and 
the sermon would be better if 
it were lost." 

Strong stuff, but the thesis 
is well supported in the argu-
ment that follows, where he 
contends that every sermon 
should have a general ("to 
inform, to persuade or to 
motivate") and a specific 
aim, both of which must arise 
naturally out of the selected 
"preaching portion" of 
scripture. 

Intention of the Editor is 
to publish twice in 1977 and 
then to move towards 
quarterly publication. Cost is 
$3.50 and the magazine is 
available from Illa warra 
Bible College, PO Box 158, 
Katoomba, 2780 — if it isn't 
at your Christian bookshop 
yet.  John Buckle 

GENERAL TRAINED 
SISTER with a concern for 
elderly Christians re-
quired for 40 hour week in-
cluding weekends, Ac-
ucemmodation available. 
Write or phone for further 
details. 
Beth Shean Nursing Home 

67 Floss Street 
Hurlstone Park 2193 

Phone 55 3218 

The Christian Church in all its various traditions and styles has been commissioned by Her Head and King, 
Jesus Christ, to go into all the world and preach the Gospel. There are three broad ways in which this work may be 
executed. 

moral codes, social attitudes 
and religious views. From 
this obvious fact comes the 
suggestion that Christians 
have no right to "impose" 
their views on the rest of 
society. 

Each group is supposed to 
have the freedom to do as it 
wishes. For example, the 
small minority who wish to 
dope themselves with drugs 
insist that it is their right to 
do with their bodies and their 
time as they think best, and 
that what they do to them-
selves is of no concern to the 
rest of the society. 

They then proceed to have 
the laws of the society, which 
are binding on all, repealed, 
amended or eased to accom-
modate their life style, and 
thereby to impose their views 
on the rest of society. 

The laws on the use of 
marijuana may be amended 
to accommodate the desires 
of the pot smoker and that 
means a de,,ree of social - 
acceptabilit; and official 
approval is given to that 
activity, and other citizens 
thereby encouraged to experi-
ment. 

Christians in a democracy 
have as much right as any 
other group to put their point 
of view with vigour before 
the society, and through 
agitation, education and 
persuasion to win popular 
support for their point of 
view. 

Christians should not be 
driven into a religious ghetto 
by the shibboleth that they 
have no right to engage in the 
business of influencing 
people and public opinion. 

Too many Christians have 
been intimidated out of the 
public forum by aggressive 
humanists and rationalists, 
Marxists and hedonists. 
Many Christians have been 
too easily influenced by those 
who reject the transcendent 
revealed truth of Chris-
tianity, and have been 
persuaded to follow the 
"climate of the age". This 
tendency must be resisted and 
Christians should advocate 
the acceptance of their moral 
values. 

That will inevitably cause a 
clash of ideas, but social 
conflict is as old as the 
Gospel itself and we should 
not follow the easy way of 
appeasement and be beaten 
into silence. It is time for 
Christians to stand up and to 
be heard. 

NOT JUST 
SOCIAL ACTIVISM 

SECOND: One very real 
danger in this work of Chris-
tian social witness is for the 
participant to become a mere 
political operator and to 
forget "the rock from 
whence he is hewn". 

The Christian faith is con-
cerned with both individual 
holiness as well as social 
holiness, with the conversion 
and renewal of individuals as 
well as social renewal. 

In the area of political 
change it is tempting for the 
Christian to identify the 
Kingdom of God with the 
revolution, the new society, 
the utopia being sought. This 
is a grave mistake. The work 
of Christian social involve-
ment is only part of the work 
of the Church, and not even 
the most irnportant part. 

A proper emphasis must be 
achieved in relation to "love 

EVANGELISATION 
i. One primary task of the 
Church is to evangelise. The 
Gospel of salvation in Christ 
by grace through faith, must 
be proclaimed. People in 
their sin must hear the Word, 
and as a result and through 
the gentle work of the Spirit, 
be changed and converted. 
They must repent of their sins 
and be redeemed by Christ. 

The Christian Church can-
not support a popular fallacy 
endorsed by many that 
"human nature cannot be 
changed". The Christian 
faith asserts strongly that 
human nature can be 
changed, it must be changed. 
People arc transformed in 
their living, their attitudes, 
their styles of life when they 
are remade, redeemed and 
renewed by Christ. 

After this primal experi-
ence a Christian must be 
related to some part of 
Christ's Church. The Church 
is the context where, through 
Word and Sacraments, 
worship and prayer, study 
and witness, the little plant of 
Christian faith is nurtured 
and matures and produces 
much fruit. The area of pro-
clamation and Christian 
growth r a primary task of 
the Choi I. 

   

EDUCATION WEEK 
REGIONAL PARENT TEACH-INS 
• Open to all members of the public — parents, 
teachers, students, etc • Attend the most convenient 
location • Qualified speakers • Open Discussion,  
• Question Time • Resource materials and pare, 
guides • Themes' "What is happening in our schools 
• "What are your rights as a parent?" "How can yo 
be a positive influence in your school and communih 

* SOUTHERN DISTRICTS — HURSTVILLE 
Time: Saturday, 13th August — 2,00-4.00 pm. 
Place: Hurstville Civic Centre — Amaroo Hall. 
Speakers: Mrs Gwenda Waddington, Principal, Kogat 
High School; Rev Brother Christopher Wade, BA, MAr,l 
(Principal, Marist Brothers College, Kogarah). 
Chairman: Alderman Noel Bergin (Mayor of Hurstville) 

" NORTHERN DISTRICTS — PENNANT HILLS 
Time: Sunday, 14th August — 2.30-4.30 pm. 
Place: Pennant Hills Community Centre, Cnr Yarrara 
Road and Ramsay Road, Pennant Hills. 
Speakers: Mrs Freida Brown, MA(Oxonl, (National Presi-
dent, Australian Festival of Light); Mr Don Goodsir, BA. 
MFd, MACE (Principal of Lindfield Demonstration 
Scnool); Dr Fenton Sharpe, BA, LittB, MEAdmin, PhD 
(Executive Officer, Higher Education Board). 
Chairman: Mr Colin Hornshaw. BA (History Master). 

WESTERN DISTRICTS — PENRITH 
Time: Sunday, 14th August — 2.30-4.30 pm. 
Place: John Lees Christian Centre, Evans Street, 
Penrith. 
Speakers: Mrs Betty Power, Mistress, Hobartville In-
fants' School; Mr Neil Pickard, MEd, BA, DipEd, LTh 
(Shadow Minister for Education). 
Chairman: Mr Jim Power, BA, MEd, MACE (Lecturer, 
Social Science, Nepean College of Advanced Education, 
Director of Asian Studies Project). 

   

SPONSORED BY THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHT, CONCERN-
ED CHURCHES AND PARENTS 
ENQUIRIES — TEACH-IN CONVENOR: MRS ROSELIE 
MIDGLEY 84 3451: FESTIVAL OF LIGHT OFFICE 233 5177 
• SHARE IN THESE VITAL TEACH•INSt 
• ARRANGE CAR TRANSPORT FROM YOUR DISTRICT! 
• BRING A FRIEND! INVITE YOUR NEIGHBOURS! 

  

Festival of Light, PO Sox A87, Sydney South, 2000 
I wish to help improve the quality of education for 
Australian children. 

Please forward free Parent Guides, 
Please find herewith my donation $   

towards your. Education campaign. 

Name   

Address   

 Post Code 

  

   

(Make cheques payable to "Festival of Light") 
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WHAT! 
You mean lo say CMS 
Bookshop has been 
selling church robes all 
Mese years and I didn't 
'row  about it? 

I always get Yes,  my clerical 
wear when I 
qo book-
hrowsing at 

e Book-
shop. 

ROBES FOR 
CLERGY 

AND CHOIR 
`Cassocks 
'Girdles 
'Surplices 
`Stocks 
'Block 
White 

'Shirts 
•Collors —
Studs 
•Hoods 
•Preoching 
S<.,..••• 

'Choir 
needs 

,ndebN horn rfaek 

CMS 
CHURCH SUPPLIES 

It Sydney. NSW 
or bill  Cofologue Available 

WOOD COFFILL 
FUNERALS 

PHONES Metropolitan ' 
(All Branches) 80 0396 

Katoomba 82 2411 

YOUNG CHRISTIAN MAN seeks flat-
mate. 32153 McBurney Road, Cobra-
mane 728 2428. 

THE FOLLOWING OFFERED FREE of 
charge to any church Interested. Oak 
Communion Table. Brass Lectern, 
Brass Alms Dish, 2 Brass Book Rests, 2 
Hassocks, 4 Wrought-Iron Communion 
Rail Supports. 

St Thomas' Ronnie 
821072 

Furniture Removals 
and Storage 

G.1 C. Drew Pty Ltd 
68 Smiths Avenue 

Hurstville 
Local, Country and 
Interstate Removals 

Write or phone 50 8366 
Atter hours 53 7377 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
K. J. LITTLE 

19 Barden Street 
Anicliffe, 2205 
Phone:599 7348 

 J 

LIMITED SUPPLIES 
of free Scriptures for 

Beach %lissions• distribution 

W ORLD HOME BIBLE LT AG1 
BD% 464 — Pentlik. \ 

about good works, merit, 
purgatory, indulgences, 
prayer to and for the 
departed, and the necessity of 
the sacraments and of 
communion with the Roman 
see for salvation. 

We are anxious to explore 
with the Eastern Churches 
how they see justification in 
relation to other aspects of 
Christ's salvation; little 
Orthodox writing on the 
subject seems available at 
present in the West. 

iii. CHURCH AND 
MINISTRY 

Believing that all com-
munities of the faithful in 
which "the pure Word of 
God is preached, and the 
Sacraments be duly adminis- 
tered according to Christ's 
ordinance" (Article 19) are 
local manifestations of God's 
one universal Church, we 
have questions to ask about 
the grounds on which both 
the Roman Catholic and the 
Orthodox Churches still 
apparently claim to be the 
Church exclusively. 

We welcome the view of 
the Church as God's pilgrim 
people which marks modern 
Roman Catholic teaching, 
and wish to ask what 
reassessment it entails of 
older conceptions of the 
Church as the extension of 
the Incarnation. 

For reasons both theo-
logical and pastoral we value 
the historic threefold 
ministry. But our view of 
God's free grace in Christ 
forbids all thought of any 
particular historical form of 
the ministry being integral to 
the Church's identity, or of 
any Christian minister 

This the text of an open letter, signed by over 
100 evangelical churchmen around the world, 
addressed to Archbishops and Diocesan Bishops 
giving evangelical response to recent Anglican-
Roman Catholic documents and to relationships 
between Anglicans and Orthodox Churches. 

Among those who have sponsored this letter are 
Dr Jim Parker and Rev Roger Beckwith, Warden 
of Latimer House. 

The letter calls for recognition of the Bible and 
the reformation tradition as essential 
considerations in any future conversations with 
the Churches named. 

4. We also rejoice to find 
common ground with these 
Churches in our understand-
ing and experience of 
spiritual communion with the 
Father and Jesus Christ his 
Son, and we are delighted by 
the stress which Roman 
Catholics currently lay, and 
the Eastern Orthodox have 
always laid, on the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit as renewer 
of both the Church and the 
individual Christian. This 
common ground in spiritu-
ality calls for further 
exploration: we judge it to be 
much wider than is often 
thought. 

5. We see need, however, 
for more discussion, and 
deeper agreement than yet 
exists, in at least four fields. 

i. SCRIPTURE AND 
TRADITION 

Protestant Churches have 
in the past been readier to 
detect corruptions within 
tradition which the written 
Scriptures must remedy than 
to appreciate the necessary 
and biblically defined func- 

We gladly affirm our soli-
darity with the non-reformed 
Churches in denying that 
God gives Christians any 
right or freedom to abandon 
anything which Scripture 
defines as belonging to 
universal Christian faith and 
practice. 

ii. JUSTIFICATION 
The truth of justification, 

which bulks large in the 
Anglican Articles (see nos 9-
18), is of decisive importance 
in Christian understanding of 
God's grace, and we regret 
that it is not on the present 
agenda of either the 
Anglican-Orthodox or the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic 
commission. 

We are anxious to explore 
whether the Roman Catholic 
Church now agrees that 
justification is essentially 
God's free gift of acceptance, 
bestowed on sinners by grace 
alone, in and through Christ, 
and received by God-given 
faith alone; and if so, how 
this bears on traditional 
Roman Catholic beliefs 
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1 . A s members of 
Anglican Churches in differ-
ent parts of the world, we 
thank God for growing 
fellowship and love between 
Christians and Churches that 
stand in the Reformation 
tradition and those that stand 
outside it. 

We are glad of the friendly 
relations which Anglicans 
enjoy with the Eastern 
Orthodox and the Ancient 
Oriental Churches*, and of 
our full communion with the 
Old Catholic Church since 
1931. 

We are glad too of the 
sympathetic and constructive 
understanding between 
Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics which has grown so 
fast in many countries since 
the second Vatican Council, 
and of which the three recent 
Agreed Statements of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission, 
and the Common Declar-
ation of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Pope 
earlier this year, give proof. 

2. We heartily welcome 
closer links with all Churches 
from which the Anglican 
Communion remains 
separated, Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox and 
Ancient Oriental no less than 
Protestant, so long as all 
these relationships have an 
adequate basis in the 
theology of the Bible. 

Past apprehensions about 
Anglican rapproachment 
with non-reformed Christen-
dom, and particularly with 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
were in our view well 
founded, since previously 
there was no common quest 
for doctrinal agreement 
under the authority of Holy 
Scripture. 

But conversations between 
our Churches on a basis of 
genuine openness to the 
Bible now seem increasingly 
possible. For this we thank 
God, and record our wish to 
play a full part in such 
conversations in the hope of 
reducing historic differences, 
humbly believing that we 
have a distinctive contri-
bution to make in this task. 

3. To our joy we find that 
those who speak for these 
Churches share our own 
concern for real and tested 
theological agreement as a 
precondition of closer 
churchly relationships, and 
our own unwillingness to be 
hurried into superficiality as 
we seek this agreement. 

To our joy we find also a 
arge measure of agreement 
with them, larger indeed than 
we at times find with some of 
our fellow-Anglicans; in par-
icular, on such essentials as 
he triunity of God, the 

givenness of revealed truth in 
he Bible, the personal deity 
f Jesus Christ, the nature of 
in, atonement and salvation, 
nd the resurrection hope. 
To our further joy, we see 

n them a sense of the whole-
ess of truth which keeps 
hem from minimising or 
tossing over unresolved 
isagreements, as sometimes 
appens, through desire or 
cumenical success, in inter-
rotestant discussions. 
Section 24 of the recent 
greed Statement on 
uthority listed areas where 
nglicans and Roman 
atholics are not yet agreed. 
his was a healthy sign of 
heological seriousness, 
hich well illustrates the 
ttitude that we now 

commend.  salvation. 

participating in the medi-
atonal work of Christ's high 
priesthood. 

We are disturbed by the 
lack of theological clarity in 
section 13 of the Agreed 
Statement on the Ministry, 
where it is said that the 
ministry of ordained clergy 
"is not an extension of the 
common Christian priest-
hood but belongs to another 
realm of the gifts of the 
Spirit". We call for further 
explorations here. 

6. While welcoming and 
desiring to further co-oper-
ation between Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics in many 
fields, we do not think that 
full churchly inter-
communion with the Roman 
Catholic Church, or any 
other of the non-reformed 
Churches from which we 
remain separated, will be 
appropriate until agreement 
on the above issues is fuller. 

It is good to know that 
they think so too, and look 
forward to the time when the 
needed measure of agreement 
will have been achieved. 

7. We deeply regret the 
divisive effects, both 
ecumenical and domestic, of 
recent Anglican ordinations 
of women to the presby-
[crate. 

We, like other Anglicans, 
are still ill debate over the 
fitness of such action, many 
(but by no means all) seeing 
this break with historic tradi-
tion as contravening the 
"creation ordinance" of 
male headship. We are 
unhappy that premature 
action should disrupt an un-
finished theological debate. 

8. Should the Holy Spirit 
through the Scriptures bring 
our separated Churches to 
such accord on essential 
doctrine that relations of full 
churchly communion are in 
order, we urge that the Bonn 
Agreement of 1931 between 
Anglicans and Old Catholics, 
which based full communion 

• To page 7  

iv. THE HOLY 
COMMUNION 

While acknowledging that 
Christians may well differ in 
their conceptions of Christ's 
presence in the Eucharist, 
and appreciating the open- 
ness of approach to this 
problem which the Agreed 
Statement on the Eucharist 
displays, we are dissatisfied 
that section 6 of the State-
ment, read in conjunction 
with its footnote, appears to 
favour the idea of a presence 
resulting from an objective 
change in the elements 
against the view that "the 
real presence of Christ's most 
blessed body and blood is not 
. . . to be sought for in the 
sacrament, but in the worthy 
receiver of the sacrament" 
(Hooker): which historic 
Anglican view has at least 
equal claim to consideration. 

We think it necessary, for 
the gospel's sake, to detect 
and oppose any views of 
eucharistic sacrifice which 
obscure the sufficiency, 
finality and historical 
completeness of Christ's one 
sacrifice for sins on'the cross. 

The recent Agreed State-
ments have helped to clarify 
areas of harmony and of 
continuing difference on 
some of these matters of 
concern. We shall examine 
the forthcoming report of the 
Anglican-Orthodox commis-
sion with the same concerns 
in mind. 

tion of tradition in the 
Church's life and history. We 
recognise that we have 
lessons to learn here. 

But we are obliged to press 
the question, whether the 
non-reformed Churches are 
yet sufficiently ready to test 
all their traditions of teaching 
and practice by Holy Scrip-
ture, as we know we are 
bound to test ours, in order 
to correct what the theology 
of the Bible will not justify. 

We regret that the Agreed 
Statement on Authority 
includes no clear declaration 
of the full truth of Holy 
Scripture or its direct 
authority, as the written 
Word of God, over the 
Church and over the cons-
ciences of the faithful; the 
more so, because of the 
implied assertion, in section 
19, of the inerrancy of 
Ecumenical Councils, which 
appears to contravene the 
principle of fallibility 
expressed in Anglican Article 
21. 

Acute problems seem to us 
to arise regarding the status 
and effect of traditions like 
the sinless conception and 
bodily assumption of our 
Lord's mother, the address-
ing of prayer to her and 
others of the faithful 
departed, the universal 
primacy of the Pope, and the 
infallible teaching authority 
of Popes and General 
Councils (compare section 24 
of the Agreed Statement on 
Authority). 

Being additional to Scrip-
ture, such traditions car.not 
rightly be insisted on as 
conditions of church com-
munion, let alone of ultimate 



The Australian Church Record has been 
bringing the news on Church affairs for 
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ST ANDREW'S FOUNDATION DAY 

Many people who were in .Sydney Square al lunch time on Thursday, 14th July, were able 
to see and enjoy an interesting and significant function organised by SI Andrew's Cathedral 
School. The function was organised for two important reasons. 

In the first place, the 1.1th July is the School's Foundation Day. Bishop Harry, the Third 
Bishop of Sydney, officially opened St Andrew's Cathedral School on 14th July, 1885 --
ninety-two years ago. It is the oldest Diocesan School next to the King's School. Parramatia. In 
that time the enrolment has grown from 27 to more than 4511 boys. 

The second important reason, of course, was because that day is the National Day of 
France. In St Andrew's French is an important and popular subject in the curriculum, with 
strong emphasis on the study of France and the French as well as learning the hingauge. 

The programme arranged by the School in Sydney Square included an address by a Year 12 
student. David Knot, on "The Day We Celebrate—. 'then a memkcr of the School staff, Miss 
Anne Heron. sang the Marseillaise, with the boys joining in. This was followed by a French 
play, "La Declaration d'Amour" performed by students of the School. Finally, there was a 
recital of French music in the Cathedral. 

The French Consulate and the Alliance Francaise assisted the School in organising the 
function, and guests inducts a seseral members of the French community, who were welcomed 
by the Principal. ('anon M C. New th. 

Gippsland celebrates 75 years 
A capacity congregation representing all 35 parishes of the Anglican Diocese 

of Gippsland assembled at St Paul's Cathedral recently' to celebrate the 751h 
Anniversary of its founding. The service marked the Enthronement of the first 
Bishop, the Rt Rev'd Arthur Wellesley Pain on 10111July, 1902. 

There are a number of 
notices of motions relalint to 
the question of the ordina-
tion of women to the 
priesthood. 

The Bishop of Wangarrit-
la will move: 

"That this General Synod, 
having taken note of the 
report of the Commission on 
Doctrine entitled 'The 
Ministry of Women' en-
dorses the conclusion of the 
Commission that there are no 
fundamental theological ob-
jections to: 

(a) the ordination of 
women to the priesthood; 
and 

(b) the consecration of 
women to the episcopate in 
this church." 

He will also move: 
"That this General Synod, 

Mr John Drnion, 1111 

having taken note of the 
report of its Commssion on 
Doctrine entitled 'The 
Ministry of Women' and the 
report to the previous 
General Synod (1973) en-
dorses the conclusion of the 
Commission that there are no 
fundamental theological ob-
jections to the admission of 
women to the diaconate in 
this church." 

And, "That in order to en-
sure that any steps taken 
towards the admission of 
women to Holy Orders in this 
church are in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
Constitution, the General 
Synod requests: 

(a) The Canon Law Com-
mission to report on the 
canonical action, if any, 
which needs to betaken by 
the General Synod in order to 
remove any legal barriers to 
the admission of women to 
Holy Orders in this church. 

(b) The Standing Commit-
tee of General Synod to 
prepare for the next session 
of General Synod any legisla-
tion which might be necessary 
for the admission of women 
to Holy Orders in this 
church. 

(c) The Primate to submit 
to the Appellate Tribunal for 
its opinions the following 
questions: 

(i) whether the admission 
of women to Holy Orders 
would he consistent with the 
Constitution of this church, 
and 

till whether any legislation 

prepared by the Standing 
Committee in accordance 
with subsection 0.; of thr 
resolution would be cons',  
tent with the Constitution or 
this church." 

The vexed question or 
remarriage of divorced per 
sons will be dealt with under 
a motion proposed by the 
Bishop of Willochra. The 
motion states: 

"That this General Synod 
(a) notes that the teaching 

of Jesus about divorce and 
remarriage recorded in the 
Gospels is differently inter-
preted in this church, some 
saying that His teaching 
means that there must be no 
divorce or remarriage, and 
others that there ought not to 
be any divorce or remarriage, 

(b) asks the Doctrine Com-
mission to consider these two 
interpretations and report on 
them to the Standing Com-
mittee of General Synod; and 

Further asks the Standing 
Committee then to consider 
the above  mentioned report 
and if it seems wise to them 
the General Synod authorises 
the Standing Committee to 

Bishop Cameron 

Lord Ramsey of Lambeth 
top reach at service 

Lord Ramsey of Lambeth, the Rt Rev and Rt Hon A. Michael 
Ramsey, will be special Guest Preacher at the General Synod Service to 
be held at 7,00 pm on Sunday, August 28, 1977, in St Andrew's 
Cathedral, Sydney. 

Lord Ramsey was Archbishop of Canterbury until  The 210 members of 
he retired in 1975. He will be in Australia from August 5 General Synod will com-
and will undertake special preaching engagements in mence their first business ses-
Melbourne, Bendigo, Wangaratta, Canberra and  sion at 10.00 am on Monday, 
\  castle.  August 29, at SCEGS (Shore) on  

School, North Sydney. 

The Synod will continue 
each day Monday to Satur-
day, with sessions commenc-
ing at 10.00 am, 2.00 pm and 
7.00 pm. 

Special sessions have been 
set aside for debate on "An 
Australian Prayer Book". 
The first of these is at 10.00 
am on Tuesday, August 30. 

Media facilities have been 
made available and the 
Church Record will be cover-
ing the proceedings and 
reporting in the next issue. 

HEAVY PROGRAM FOR 
GENERAL 
SYNOD 

Pie business paper fur the first day lists a number 
of Canons relating to procedures for dealing with the 
Australian Prayer Book. Other Canons to be presented 
will cover such matters as the formation of missionary 
dioceses, arid the relief for ministers from the use of the 
surplice in certain cases. 

fhe General Synod, which meets on August 29, will face a massive 
programme of legislation and motions. 

EIS_MAL 

 

An Independent Voice 
It is good that we sometimes take time to stand back 

and take stock of what by God's grace we have achiev-
ed, to assess where we have failed and to evaluate our 
present position. 

'Hie directors of the "Record" again did this recently 
and we are thankful to God for what has been ac-
complished. The paper has been an independent voice 
and presence in the Diocese of Sydney and beyond for 
many years. It has always attempted to proclaim what 
we believe lo be a sound reformed biblical viewpoint on 
current issues, It has been a means of enabling people to 
be better informed about the affairs of the Church. It 
has been a means of theological teaching and devotional 
encouragement. 

We must also recognise that the world of todt,y 
presents problems and challenges not hitherto ex-
perienced — the same problems and challenges being ex-
perienced by most of the other regular Church 

periodicals or newspapers, particularly those not sub-
sidised or underwritten by denominations or established 
organisations. People today read less. The printed word 
is being replaced by the instant picture or image. The 
proliferation of publications and the paper bombard-
ment we all experience makes printed communication 
more competitive, The costs of paper and printing con-
tinually escalate. 

Nevertheless the directors and editorial staff are con-
vinced that today as always there is need of an indepen-
dent evangelical voice which is not an organ of any 
diocesan structure, which is not the mouthpiece of an 
individual or organisation, and which is not dependent 
on subsidies to which strings may he attached. 

The waters of the ecclesiastical scene are relatively un-
troubled at present — but they have not always been so 
and there is always the possibility that they will not 
always remain so in the future. History has shown that 
the "establishment" is not always right. There are times 

when it will be very essential in the in !crests God's 
people that there be an independent voice which is 
capable of being heard. But the price of this in-
dependence is high. 

The directors and staff of the Record are not faceless 
men and women. They are Christians who believe 
unreservedly in the above commitment to the 
maintenance of a paper such as the "Record" for the in-
terests of the gospel and its people in this country. 

The directors and editorial contributors are: Rev 
Bruce Ballantine-Jones; Rev Allan Blanch; Mr Niel 
Cameron; Mrs Marcia Cameron; Mr Gerald Christmas; 
Rev Geoffrey Clarke; Rev David Hewetson; Mrs Leslie 
Hicks; Rev Donald Howard; Mr Neville Jones; Rev 
Canon D. B. Knox; Rev Ian Mears; Rev Rex Meyer; 
Rev Bruce Smith; and Mr Tom Smith. 

Will you pray for us and will you support us — for 
the Gospel's sake. 

Nord Ramsey-  at a recent ceremony receiving an honorary 
degree. 

appoint a Select Committee 
to report to the next session 
of General Synod on the way 
to give effect in the life of our 
church to such differing 
views and interpretations 
such Select Committee to 
take into account the Con-
stitution of the church and 
the opinions so far expressed 
of the Appellate Tribunal," 

Bishop E. D. Cameron; 
assistant Bishop of Sydney, 
will propose that the Synod 
resolve: 

"(a) to seek to understand 
the circumstances and at-
titudes of the Church of the 
Province of South Africa, 
and to share as it can in car-
rying that church's burdens; 

(b) to maintain effective 
links for prayer and respon-
sive action wherever op-
portunity offers; 
and for these purposes 
resolves further that 

To page 2 
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• Notes and comments -- What is 
happening at the Doctrine Commission 
-- Page 2. 

• On and off the record — by David 
Hewetson -- Page 3. 

• God in action at Griffith — by Leslie 
Hicks — Page 5. 

• What is worship? — by Richard 
Wurmbrand — Page 5, 

• Jesus and His ethic —  by Kevin Giles —
Page 7. 
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The FOL Education Con-
venor, Mrs Rosalie Midgley, 
said: "These Teach-fns are 
specially geared to 'educate' 
parents concerning these 
three areas. 

"What is happening in our 
schools? 

"What are your rights as 
parents? 

"How can you be a 
positive influence inyour 
school and community?" 

A highly qualified panel of 
"Our God is a consuming educationalists have agreed 

fire"; and men will one day to speak at the Regional 
find how vain it is to set their Teach-1ns — including: 
briers and thorns against him  Dr Fenton Sharpe, BA 
in battle array.  LittB, MEAdmin, PhD 

(Executive Officer, Higher 
Education Rna-tit — John Owen 

SYDNEY 
Canon C. H. Steele Is 

resigning as Rector of Sutton 
Forrest on 30th September to 
become Rector of St Hilda's, 
Katoomba, as from October 
7. 

Rev J. M. Johnstone, 
Rector of St Anne's, Mer-
rylands, is retiring on 
September 30. 

ABORTION CLINICS BANNED 
Mrs Patricia Judge, Federal Secretary of National Hight to Life Assoc, said in 

Sydney last week: "Although the ACT Legislative Assembly is to he commended on 
its decision regarding the permanent banning of private abortion clinics, I have grave 
reservations about the outcome of some ofthe other recommendations whichhave 
now been forwarded to the Minister of Health." 

"These re corn men- abortions each year.  a bill to allow abortion on 
dations, " she said,  "Our politicians must not certain grounds and the fact 
"embody acceptance of be deluded into thinking that that it is a signatory to the 
certain conditions under such guidelines are likely to United Nations Declaration 
which abortions may he be adhered to any more in the on the Rights of the Child." 
performed, but they offer no ,AC I.  than elsewhere. Nor 
protection to the unborn must they naively suppose 
child. The recommendations that such laws will ensure any 
may seem, on the surface, to protection for unborn Aus-
tighten and define the law tralians. It is also easy, either 
relating to abortion but they to ignore or conveniently 
leave the way open to the sidestep the law and so 
same situation as now exists provide any woman with an 
in Victoria and New South abortion who pleads her case 
Wales. Both these States to a sympathetic doctor. 
follow the same guidelines as  "Federal Parliament 
are proposed for the ACT should remember both the 
but it is well known that they decisions of 1973 when it 
perform thousands of overwhelmingly turned down 
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Billy Graham 

Bichkov, President of the 
European Baptist Federation 
and one of the leaders of 
evangelical Baptists in the 
Soviet Union, and the Rev 
M. Zhidkov, a Baptist pastor 
in Moscow. 

The matter of Dr 
Graham's preaching in 
Hungary, Dr Smyth said, has 
been under consideration for 
five years since he and Dr 
Graham first met with 
Hungarian church leaders at 
the Cleveland, Ohio Crusade 
in July of 1972. 

The Council of Free Chur-
ches of Hungary, comprising 
eight denominations, and the 
BGEA have kept this 
possibility under discussion 
since then. 

Dr Smyth was official 
guest in Hungary in April of 
this year, during which time 
he was received by the Presi-
dent of the State Office for 
Church Affairs. Their discus- 

CRUSADE IN HUNGARY 
Evangelist Billy Graham and the RI Res Sander Palotay, representing the 

Council of Free ( hurehes of Hungary, have announced that Dr Graham and his team 
have accepted an invitation to hold a series of religioto, meetings in Hungary. 

All the. remains to be done 
for Graham to preach in the 
eastern European country is 
the agreement on a date. 

Dr Walter H. Smyth, a 
Vice-President of the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic 
Association and Director of 
BGEA's International 
Ministries, said, "It is hoped 
that such a visit shall take 
place in the foreseeable 
future, possibly this fall." 

Dr Graham, vacationing in 
Europe, said he would be 
willing to "cancel any 
engagements to accept this 
invitation." It would not en-
tail the cancellation of any 
scheduled Crusades, Dr 
Smyth said. 

The invitation was issued 
to Dr Graham, following 
discussions this month oet-
w e en Dr Smyth and 
Hungarian Church officials 
at the General Council 
Meeting of the Baptist World 
Alliance in Miami. 

At the same time Dr Smyth 
met with church officials of 
the Soviet Union to discuss a 
possible preaching visit by Dr 
Graham and his evangelistic 
Team to Russia. 

"The Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association and 
the Russian brethren," Dr 
Smyth said, "are ready to 
join forces to make such a 
visit a reality." He met in-
formally with the Re+ A. 
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sion paved tae way and 
clarified important point, 
regarding political considera 
tions of such a visit and the 
practical arrangements need- 
ed. 

He also met with the Coun 
cil of Free Churches and with 
leaders of member churches 

e was received by the facul 
o and spoke to the student 
body of the Reformed 
Theological Academy in 
Debrecen, a large city in east 
Hungary, and preached to 
the Baptist congregation in 
Debrecen. 

Dr Smyth said his recep-
tion was "warm and 
hospitable". 

Dr Smyth also visited 
Romania on that trip to 
discuss the possibility of Dr 
Graham's preaching there, 
and to offer assistance from 
the BGEA's World Relief 
Fund for Romanian earth-
quake victims — possibly a 
piece of medical equipment 
that could be made available 
to help all the people of 
Romania. 

The Hungarian invitation 
to Dr Graham and his team 
was "to pay a visit to 
Hungary, to hold religious 
services, and to meet with 
ministers of the Gospel, 
church members, non-
religious citizens, church 
leaders, representatives of 
secular organisations and 
state officials." 

New He 

Mr Jim Power, BAMEd, 
MACE (Lecturer, Social 
Science, Nepean College of 
Advanced Education, 
Director of Asian Studies 
Project). 
Rev Brother Christopher 
Wade, BA, MACE (Prin-
cipal, Marist, Brothers' 
College, Kogarah). 
Mrs Betty Power, !• .is tress, 
Hoban v'  Iifants' 
School. 
Miss J. Connolly, Prin-
cipal, Penshurst Girls' 
High School. 
The three Regional Parent 

Teach-Ins will be held on the 
weekend 13th-14th August, 
1977. (Refer enclosed leaflet) 
at the following locations: 

Southern Districts — at the 
Hurstville Civic Centre on 
Saturday, 13th August, at 
2.00 pm. 

• Northern Districts — at the 
Pennant Hills Community 
Centre on Sunday, 14th 
August, at 2.30 pm. 

• Western Districts — at the 
Penrith John Lees Chris- 
tian Centre on Sunday, 
!4th August, at 2.30 pm. 
"There is an urgent need 

for increased informed 
parent-community involve-
ment ir, all areas of 
education," according to Mr 
Nile. "We are very con-
cerned, as parents, over the 
watering down, and even the 
absence, of positive Christian 
moral education in some of 
our schools, 

"The growth of so-called 
non-judgmental, moral or 
ethical education is, in fact, 
simply an overt attempt to 
replace our traditional Judea-
Christian  standards with an 
atheistic secular-humanistic 
approach to social and moral 
issues, such as euthanasia, 
abortion, drugs, porno-
graphy, VD, promiscuity, 
adultery, incest, violence, 
communism, homosexuality, 
etc. 

"This negative emphasis is 
occurring through some text-
books, and a minority of 
teachers. It is therefore 
essential for parents to be 
totally involved in their child-
ren's education and school in 
a constructive, informed 
manner. 

"The way the tree is bent is 
the way it will grow." 

Present in the congregation 
were the Governor of Vic-
toria. Sir Henry Winneke and 
Lady Winneke, the Hon 
Peter Nixon, Federal 
Transport Minister and Mrs 
Nixon and Mrs E. Garnsey as 
well as civic and community 
leaders. The former Bishop, 
the Rt Rev'd David Garnsey 
accompanied Bishop Graham 
Delbridge in the procession. 

Among the clergy proces-
s ing were Archdeacon 
Stanley Noss who 
represented the Diocese of 
Melbourne; Dean J. J. 
Readan represented the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Sale, the Rt Rev'd Arthur 
Fox. Also present was the 
Rey'd Alan Thompson, 
Moderator of the Uniting 
Church. 

Both the Governor and 
Bishop Garnsey read lessons 
during the service. A 
daughter of the 2nd Bishop 
of Gippsland, Bishop 
Cranswick, Mrs Edith Lit-
tleton, also read a lesson. 
Present also were descen-
dants of the first Bishop of 
Gippsland, Bishop Arthur 
Wellesley Pain and relatives 
of other former bishops. 

During the service the 
Bishop of Gippsland, the Rt 
Rev'd Graham Delbridge 
unveiled a stone which had 
been presented to St Paul's 
Cathedral by the Bishop of 

Norwich, England, the Rt 
Rev'd Maurice Wood on his 
visit here last February. The 
stone taken from Norwich 
Cathedral is embossed with 
an 1psworth Cross. 

In his address to the con. 
gregation the Bishop of 
Gippsland referred to the 
Church's deep concern for 
youth. 

He said: "I have been 
disturbed in the last weeks by 
thephenomenon of 
unemployed youth in Gipp-
sland and indeed throughout 
the whole of Australia, but I 
speak specifically of the 
country areas, where young 
men and women having 
finished school find it im-
possible to get employment 
and sit around the farm 
houses hoping they might 
come into some unemploy-
ment scheme provided by the 
government and at least ob-
tain some help for nearly six 
months. 

"Unemployment is soul 
destroying to young people 
and if I cannot do anything 
else I can again bring this in-
humanity to the attention of 
the nation. 

'Are you surprised that 
youth today are bewildered 
or indeed embittered? Youth 
sees the tendency for the 
resources of their world 
deliberately being used for 
purposes of destruction, not 

Bishop Ilelh ridge 

for purposes of creativity or 
for the relieving of the poor 
and the needy and the 
hungry. 

' Are you surprised that 
their natural idealism turns 
into a bitterness to which 
there is added often un-
controlled radicalism? I for 
one am not at all amazed. 

"In our attempt to be 
shepherds (here needs to be a 
new Pastoral concern for 
youth which is above and 
beyond denomination, which 
is the concern of the whole 
church, the community, a 
concern which is beyond sec-
tional interests, above and 
beyond the concepts of 
'Capital' and 'Labour' and 
has no taint of looking on 
youth as consumer entities." 

Education Week Teach ins 
Three Regional Parent leach-Ins hose been 

organised by the Festival of Light as part of Education 
Week 1977 on 13th-16th August. 
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