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The National Evangelica! Congress has
issued a Prayer Guide for the use of
Congress participants and supporters
Prepared by the Rev. David Crawford
Rector of Malabar Church in Sydney, the
guide is in six parts for use in private
devotions, group prayer or inclusion in
public worship
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Members of
new doctrinal
commission
named

The Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Secretary-General of the Anglican
Consultative Council, the Right Rev. John
Howe, have now appointed an
International Anglican Theological and
Doctrinal Commission” of the whole
Anglican Communion
Provision for the Commission was

made by the ACC when it met last year
Members will
vears, and it is envisaged that

weet four times, once

every tw

they will consult widely in their own

areas of the world, conferring with each
sther between meetings by post

v. Keith Rayner

The Most

Archbishop of Adel the chairman
of the new Commission, and the Rev
George Braund, ACC Associate Secretary
its secretar

The g« ission will meet for the first
me fron ly 20 to August 1 next year to
tudy “Church and Kingdom in Creation

ption,” paying a
n to “the diverse changing
itural contexts in which the gospel |
r 1 | § and livec

Church Times London, Dec. 5, 1980

Bishop Favours
Ordination of
Women

e new bishop of Gippsland, the
Right rend ( eth, said
tt t e wa t prepared to move
1e he onally felt
f logical objection
igainst the ordination of women
hop Chynow € was speaking a few
pr 0 his Enthre ent at St
Pa Cathedral. He sai hile he
i encourage women who felt called
the ministry to undertake theological
tra g this would not be conditional on
yrdination to th ini Until that
I tion was re ved he ould
ende ir to use theologically trained
vithin the hfe f the Church. He
i that this would present no difficulty
Gippsland as the parishes here were
accepting of the ministry of deaconesse
The bishop commented that he did not
regard the ordination of women a
¢ | 1o the o ight
movements. He said that he saw it rather
15 af lutionary progression in the
ght of knowledge
n regard new role as Diocesan
Bishop he said that initially he must learr

as much as possible about Gippsland. He
comes to the diocese with no set policy
In a reference to Bishop Graham

Delbridge mtimely and tragic d

rath, the
new diocesan bishop said that he

vas
aware of the circumstances in which he
was elected. He said that he wanted to
carry on the work which Bishop
Delbridge had left and which had been
the

ffrey Ross

o efficiently continued und

leadership of Archdeacon (

Diocesan Administrator

The bishop said that he was conscious

that there was a signmihicant number of
aborigine families in Gippsland. He felt
that th

to develop their own liturgical life and

¢ people should be encouraged

their own style of worship within the
Church

Social Welfare
Conference

A national Anglican conference on social
welfare will be held at Macquarie
University, Sydney, from Monday 31st
August, to Friday, 4th September, 1981

The theme of the Conference is
Family Futures — problems and
opportunities

The Conference is being sponsored by
the Anglican Home Mission Society of
the Sydney Diocese as part of the
Society’s 125th year celebrations

Further details can be obtained from
Mr. Cec Shevels, 16 Brunswick Parade
Ashfield

Canon Arthur James Alexander Fraser,
celebrated his 100th birthday

Greetings were received from around
Australia and from around the world.

The special service to mark the occasion,
was held in the Chapel at Mowll Village,
and attracted wide media coverage
(Photo Ramon Williams)
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;;Abolish
racism in S.A/”’

DUTCH THEOLS.

Eight prominent theologians of the
White Dutch Reformed Church
(NGK) have issued a testimony in
which they call upon their church to
relinquish its racist attitude. They
..~\;m-\\ deep concern for the
apparent impotence of the church to
fulfill its calling, especially the
reconiliation among the ethnic
groups, the racial issues and the unity
of the church

I'he testimony was placed in the
November 7 issue of Die Kerkbode
and was signed by W, D, Jonker, B. A
Muller, H. C. B. Combrink, Johan
Heyns, A, B. du Toit, C. F. A
Borchardt, W, P. Esterhuyse, and H
W. Rossouw. There is an expectation
that many Dutch Reformed Church
leaders will sign the testimony and
that it will become a kind of “Barmen
Confession

At a conference of executive
committee of the four ethnically
delineated Dutch Reformed
Churches in September, it was
decided to found an ad hoc
committee to engage in a discussion
of moot issues such as the apartheid
p(yll( y, united testimony, unrest in
South Africa, strengthening of the
bonds among the four churches,
closer relations among Protestant
churches in South Africa, and the
terrorism in South Africa

LU LI

... BUT ONLY SELF HELP IN HEALT

“The findings of a report prepared by
the National Trachoma and Eye
Health Team for the Royal College of
Ophthalmologists are so disturbing
that no Australian should be able to
sit by and witness the suffering of so
many people” says Roger Dadd, the
Executive Officer of Force Ten in
Sydney recently

Fhe team reports identifying in the
Australian Aboriginal community,
‘The highest leprosy attack rate in
the world one of the highest
infant mortality rates in the world
(second to that of Dahomey and
fogo) and the highest Trachoma
induced blindness rate in the world

The report also states that the only
real progress in Aboriginal health was
taking place through services which
were based in and controlled by the
Aboriginal communities themselves
It was suggested that there was a
need for those services to be
expanded so that in all 105 Aboriginal
and Islander Health Organisations
should operate

Force Ten members are supporting
The National Aboriginal and Islander
Health Organisation in the
development of these health
services

There is a good deal of help being
provided by the existing services to
develop others, The Alice Springs
service has already helped three of
the remote services within 1000km of
them, and now in turn one of these
two-year old remote services is
helping another remote semi-tribal
community at Warburton WA to set
up their own health service

WHITE COACH FOR MARELLA PROJECT . .. k.

H DISASTER SUCCEEDS

On Other pdyed

EDITORIAL P.2
FILM REVIEW P2

TO UNDERSTAND
EACH OTHER P7

BOOK REVIEWS P.7

Top ranking tennis coach, Bill
Bowrey, shows how it should be
donel His pupils are aboriginal
children from Sydney and distant
country towns throughout New
South Wales. The Aboriginal Tennis
Clinic was part of the Marella
Aboriginal Project and was held at
the Western Suburbs Hardcourt
fennis Association Courts at
Concord, Jan. 14, The aim was to give
these children the opportunity to
learn the basics of tennis, and also to
select those who may show promise
in this sport. Over 37 attended
Slazenger will equip such
outstanding children with tennis
gear, while the professional of the
“Tennis Professionals Association”
will give 12 months free coaching. All
was organized by the Church of
England Homes which has already
provided two homes in the
Marrickville area, and has launched
an appeal for finance to purchase a
third. Such homes provide
residential care for children from
broken homes

Photo Ramon Williams
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EDZTORIAL

What we pay for
but do not pray fer

Few Christians give themselves to daily prayer for the governments in our land
in spite of biblical injunctions to pray for those who rule. In public worship there
has been a decreasing tendency to pray for governments in spite of the
provisions in many of the churches’ liturgies. If it was not where would any
churches pray publicly for them? Is it simply a case that we pay but no longer
have to pray for the public sector of our country? Is it that paying alone makes

it work?

One obvious reason for our failure to pray lies in the perverse pleasure
Australians obtain from knocking authority. It is not a particularly Australian
habit, for it is a characteristic of fallen man, but it is one that we have publicly
promoted and has become popular. We will not pray for those we lampoon
Secondly there is a great degree of cynicism conc erning political leaders and
public servants. They are seen as being in it for as much as they can get out of
itin the case of the former, or for as little as they can put into it in the case of
the latter

Thirdly our failure to pray reflects our blindspot concerning that character of
God and the Lordship of His Son. We have lost the biblical vision of reality
where God sits in heaven exercising His authority over all the world. As the 1662
Prayer Book used to remind us, ““we are taught by thy Holy Word, that the hearts
of Kings are in thy rule and governance, and that thou dost dispose and turn
them as it seemeth best to thy godly wisdom”. In our thinking and praying God's
Lordship over His world seldom extends beyond our own horizon simply
reflects the self-centred character of our age

Australia is a country that has been singularly blessed by God, and we enjoy a
standard of living that our neighbours covet. We have great resources and they
will bring even greater prosperity to our land if used properly.

Our politicians no longer preside over an economic situation they once
appeared to control. They with a large number of public servants are daily
involved in decision making that has profound effects on the lives of every
member of the community. We know that they are daily bombarded by interests
groups who are seeking their own ends whether they benefit the community or
not. The machinations of the political parties and their leaders’ determination to
survive in office by vote catching policies are an added factor that leaves the
average person cynical and somewhat fearful for the future.

However if our view of God is that reflected in the Bible the knowledge of how
governments work will in no vy discourzge us from praying. In the end God
will have the final say in His wori. Wh.c we need to pray earnestly is that God'’s
blessing and not His judgement wili fall on our land, and that He will in His
mercy pour our undeserved blessings on us. We must call upon Him daily that

| He will restrain the selfishness of men and give wisdom and insight to our
leaders to bring blessing and order to our land

If we believe in prayer to the God revealed in the Bible then we will know that
our individual daily prayer and corporate calling upon Him for our country will

Luul be in vain

Can you take your family to see it?

SUPERMAN 11
Our hero is better than | ever remember him in the comic books. Clark Kent is
the bumble footed reporter — played with restraint and tongue-in-cheek
Superman is everything you'd expect — almost omni present and ready to save
the American dream and anything else that moves or screams

Superman Il is the story of a failure — how Superman becomes distracted by

Lois Lane, gives up his super powers and then has to work at getting them back

again when three evil pieces from the planet Krypton arrive to terrorise the
earth

This is a saviour made in man’s image or like the fallen angels in Genesis. If you
can ignore the violence in the film (or pre-deal with it) this movie is an excellent
vehicle to discuss with a youth group — over 14 years — the conc ept of what

a Saviour is and should be

In one of the crucial scenes Superman, stripped of all his power — facing

annihilation — comes back to his North Pole hideout and standing before its

ruined control console says to no one in particular “Father, | wish you could
help me. | have failed’

An excellent contrast between a saviour in man’s image and one in God’s. (God’s

name, incidentally, is used quite often in the film — that could make good

background discussion too on the concepts of God existing even when

Superman is around)

Altogether, a bit of a jolly romp for adults — the effects are good fun and the
script executed with great humour and panache. Definitely prepare teenagers
and discuss the level of violence
Superman Il at the Village Cinema City, 545 George Street, Sydney.

G. HOLT
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SYDNEY
Rev. Dr. ). A. Friend, Diocese of Tasmania is
now Deputy Master, New College and Deputy
Registrar, Australian College of Theology
Rev. ). Bales, North Sydney is now Curate,
South Sydney
Rev. N. Macken, Lane Cove is now Curate,
Wentworthville
Rev. R E. Nixey, Fastwood is now Curate
Mosman
Rev. N, A. Speyer, Wahroonga is now Curate,
Dapto
Rev. D. J. Reay, Darling Point is now Curate
Pymble
Rev, D. Claydon, Pymble is now Curate,
Lindfield
Rev. R McKinney, Pitt Town is to be Rector,
Leichhardt

ADELAIDE
REV. R. A. BUNDY will be licensed as Assistant
Curate to the Rev, R. |. Piper, Rector of Holy
Trinity Church, Adelaide from 1st February,
1981

REV. ). S. DUNKERLEY will resign as Assistant

Chaplain of St Mark’s College on 6th February,

1981 arti will receive a General Licence as
from that date

REV. P. 5. THOMSON has been appointed
Minister-in-Charge of St. Luke’s Church,
Modbury from 20th February, 1981
ORDINATION 8th FEBRUARY, 1981,

To the Priesthood:

REV. K. P. BRICE, St. Margaret’s, Woodville
REV. S. CLARK, St. Mary’s, South Road
REV. B. H. DAVIS, St Augustine’s, Unley

NATIONAL EVANGELICAL
ANGLICAN CONGRESS

11-15

® 25 Theology Groups @ 42 Elective Workshops
PLUS Plenary Sessions in the Blackwood Hall

$145 5-day live-in price inc luding registration

N.EAC. Office

Mission of St James & St John
5t James Close

8-12 Batman Street

West Melbourne, Victoria 3003
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ENROL NOW!

MAY, 1981
Monash University, Melbourne

A significant event in the life and witness of the Australian ( hurch

Please enrol me as a participant at NEAC

Please send me a Registration Form for consideration

PLE

REV. G. B. HEAD, St Theodore’s, Toorak
Gardens

REV. R A. MORONY, St. Columba’s, Hawthomn
Admission to the Diaconate:

MR. R ). DEHLE, St. Andrew’s, Walkerville

MR. R. ). RAY, St. Francis’, Edwardstown

MR W. G. C. WINSALL-HALL, 5t. Philip's
Broadview

CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS

REV. R |. GORRIE is to be issued with a General
Licence from 15th December, 1980

REV. A. W. LINTON is to be licensed as
Assistant Curate to the Ven. W. |
Chittleborough, Rector of the Parish of Magiil
from 1st Jaruary, 1981

REV. D. E. GREY-SMITH is to be admitted as
Priest in Charge of St Francis Church,
Northfield on 18th December, 1980. (This is in
addition to his Cure of Souls at Broadview.)

Assistant Bishop
Appointed

The Bishop of Canberra & Goulburn, the
Right Rev. C. A. Warren, announces the
appointment of Archdeacon Owen
Douglas Dowling as Assistant Bishop of
Canberra & Goulburn

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

19 Barden Street,
Arncliffe 2205

Phone: 599 7348

ACTION
COUPON

I enclose $20 Registration Fee

POSTCODK
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Clarifying
homosexuality

In response to the request of the
Reformed Ecumenical Synod Nimes
1980, the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands decided to issue the
following clarification regarding its
tateme 2t on homosexuality

The different views and open
questions witl Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands
regarding the significance ar
practical input for our time of tf

relevant Bible passages (on
homosexuality) as well as the
pressure and the suffering which
the homosexual (homophile)
neighbor experiences have led to
1 pastoral design of their decision
The pastoral design is based on
the fact that in the fellowship with
the homosexual neighbor within
the congregation also the giving of
bodily expression to the mutual
feelings for each other as an
aspect of living with the
homosexual disposition enters

into the picture

Also in regard to this aspect of
one’s way of living with one’s
homosexual disposition applies
what Synod called to do, namely
not to condemn but to respect
one another’s life’s secret and to
recognize one’s own responsibility
before the Lord

No solution

In his farewell sermon as secretary of
the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK)
in South Africa, Dr. Frans O'Brien
Geldenhuys stated that he refused to
accept the fact that in his country the
inhabitants must kill each other off to
solve their problems. Many people
say that they are Christians but refuse
to become reconciled to each other
Many whites refuse in their hearts to
accept blacks as fellow Christians

On Deadlock
Mixed
Marriages

After ten years of discussion, the
inter confessional dialogue i the
theology of marriage and the
problems of mixed marriages by the
Roman Catholic Church, the
Lutheran World Federation and the
World Alliance of Reformed
Churches is deadlocked. A mutual
unanimous statement was issued
during an evaluation in Rome

Theolos s from all three global
organizations agreed that a
breakthrough can be reached only
ifter the churches of the Reformation
and the Roman Catholic Church
agree on the nature of the church
and recognize each other without
restrictions, The Catholic Church
recognizes only those merriages
which are blessed by a priest

Workers
Murdered

A Missionary couple who worked in
a hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan, were
murdered in their home there on
New Year's Eve, according to reports
reaching the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Finland. Erik Barendsen
44, and his wife Eeva, 41, were killed
in their sleep by an unknown knife
wielding assailant. Their two children
.l‘“'"p n Jll(l"\l‘l room were
unharmed

I'he Barendsens worked at the eye
hospital in Kabul founded in 1973 by
the International Assistance Mission
They lived in downtown Kabul in a
house surrounded by a high wall
Despite the increasing hostility
directed towards foreigners the
couple had decided to remain in
Afghanistan because they felt their
work was badly needed

The size of the Mustard Seed

Mr. Geoff Thompson, an agronomist from Melbourne working in Pakistan to
adapt varieties of wheat, lentels, chick peas, sunflowers and mustard for local
use, returned to Australia for six weeks leave

T'his church project, run by the Technical Services Association in Lahore, has
been supported by the Australian Council of Churches through its Christmas
Bowl Appeal for a number of years

Geoff is looking forward to his next two years as the work has reached the
stage where the improved varieties need to be used by the local farmers and the

extension work will be a challenge

NATIONAL SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION CONSULTANT

o

JESUS’ COMMISSION.: |

to the poor

their potenti 1

To preach the Good News

concerned with the poor, refugees and ¢l

Jesus” Commission:
World Visions Mission !

World Vision is a team of people who share the mission of Jesus. We are

Vith the poor we seek to give
hope through self-reliance. With refugees we seek to give dignity through
compassion. With children we seek to give a future through the development of

nildren

To proclaim liberty
to the captives

In all these areas of concern World Vicion has one aim ministering to the need
of people to make each of them a whole person. While our work has grown in
breadth we care for each individual, each community and its environment.

World Vision is growing but so are the world's problems. We are able to do a
ot because you care. We need you. Please fill in the coupon and send it to us
for details about any of our projects. We look forward to hearing from you

To set free the oppressed,
To announce the year when
the Lord will save his people.
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WORLD‘VISIION OF AUSTRALIA

Please send me more information about:

Childcare Project Partners Somalian Refugee project
World Vision International Clubs for women
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World Council
of Churches is
Concerned

In a letter to the Head of the
Departmental of External Church
Relations of the Moscow

Patriarchate, the WCC indicates its
“continuing preoccupation regarding
the trials and sentencing of some
Christian clergyman and believers in
the Soviet Union”

The WCC has consistently
refrained from entering into public
debate about such cases in the Soviet
Union despite urging from some
member Churches, says the letter,
“since we wish to preserve a sober
and careful approach that respects
the complexity and particular
character of the context in which
your church with its millions of
believers, as well as other Christian
communities in your country, make
their witness!” Nevertheless, the
letter makes it clear that the WC(
been in correspondence and
consultation with the Russian
Urthodox Church over the present
cases since 1979, One result of this
consultation is that the WCC is now
able to “assure other member
Churches that the two church
related persons who appeared at the
trial (of Fr Yakunin) did so as private
citizens and at the direct order of the
court”, and were not representing
the Russian Orthodox Church as
such. This is a reference to the
testimonies offered by Osipov, a
professor of theology and monk losif
Pustoutov

The WCC finds that the sentence
given to these Christians are in any
case “disproportionate with the
seriousness of the crimes which have
allegedly been committed”, and is
particularly concerned at the news
that Fr Yakunin may have to face a
second trial

Findlly, the WCC regrets the
unfortunate timing of these trials as
they have taken place some weeks
before the opening of the Madrid
review of the Conference on Security

has

“Get Bible
preaching
elsewhere”
Schuller

On September 14, 1980 the Garden
Grove Community Church in
California, a member of the
Reformed Church of America (RCA),
dedicated its Crystal Cathedral of the
steel and glass structure featuring
more than 10,000 window panes and
accommodates 2890 people in opera-
style seats, the Dr. Robert Schuller,
was able to announce that the total
cost for the construction, 18 million
dollars, had been received in cash
gifts or pledges

Recently Dr. Schuller, a graduate of
Hope College and Western Seminary
in Holland, Michigan, briefly returned
to Western Michigan where he was
well received by his colleagues in the
RCA. Dr. Schuller has often been
under fire in his denomination for his
type of preaching. Schuller, who
clearly favours his ties with the
Reformed Church, openly admits: “I
believe in the Bible, but if people
want Bible preaching they can get it
elsewhere!” He has also been much
criticized for erecting this lavish
Crystal Cathedral

At the dedicaiion of the new
church, Dr. Arie Brouwer, RCA
General Secretary, brought greetings
from the denomination and said in
reference to Schuller’s phenomenal
success: “This ministry has marked a
turning point in our denomination
The founding of the Garden Grove
Church in 1955 marks the effective
beginning of the Church Growth
program in the Reformed Church in
America

Children’s
communion
legalized

In 1978 the synod of the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (CKN)
decided that under certain
circumstances children may
participate in the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. In the two years the
decision has been in effect children’s
communion has become family
communion

RES

This year's synod had to evaluate
the 1978 decision. Many objections
had come in. Many of the objectors
felt that the 1978 synod had acted
too hastily. This year’s synod agreed
that the 1978 decision was indeed in

BCC says ‘yes’
to radical
report on
sexuality

A Report on human sexuality by a
working group appointed by the British
Council of Churches is likely to cause
considerable controversy

Entitled God's Yes to Sexuality
pubished jointly by Collins and the BC(
it sets out “to explore to what
understandings of human sexuality and
sexual relationships Christians are
committed by the faith that men and
women are created in the image of God!

The report claims no authority “other
than that of the wisdom the reader may
recognise in its pages . . " and begins by
reviewing contemporary understandings
of sex and gender

On the ‘proper approach’ to the Bible
and the Christian tradition, it concludes
“Our task is a continuation of that
lll]l‘l‘ljdkl'll in the New Testament but
we cannot escape our own interpretative
responsibility

Thus we may be led to say that we
can speak equally of God as father and as
mother, recognising the limitations of
both words, for they both make use of
deep human experience to point to the
infinite love of God

The section on ‘Persons and
Personhood’ deals with the questions of

the right use of genital sexuality
relationships”. Sex, says the report, has to
do with “sensitivity and commitment, and
with mutual personal growth”

It then goes on to ‘Patterns of
Relationship’, aiming “to identity and
comment upon the part sexuality plays or
might more creatively play if some of
the misunderstandings and fears which
surround it could be removed or
overcome.

At a press conference in London last
week three points emerged: no
evangelicals had been approached to
become members of the working group
two members of the group were self
confessed homosexuals (they did not say
who), and within the group itself there
had been disagreement

The Rev. Ruth Matthews (Baptist) and
the Rev. Rupert Davies (Methodist), both
member of the working party, stressed
that the final report was neither definitive
nor unanimous.

As for the evangelicals, thé Very Rev
Basil Moss, provost of Birmingham
Cathedral, said that the BCC had invited
its member churches to appoint people
to the group. “When we came together
we discovered there were no evangelicals
included. But no one on the working
group was concerned, or felt the need for
a member of that group to be there. So
we went ahead”

The Archbishop of Canterbury had
been invited to write a foreword for the
report, but he refused (no reason given)

Transmitter
reaching China
and Russia

A Russian believer in Siberia, in
conversation with an FEBC
broadcaster who visited the Soviet
Union recently, spoke of the impact
of the transmissions of the Far East
Broadcasting Company's 250,000 watt
medium wave station on Cheju
Island, South Korea. “All strata of
Russian society, including
government officials, University
professors and soldiers, tune in to
these broadcasts, which at night time
can be heard across the entire
country, Great numbers of people
have come to know the Lord through
these broadcasts.”

He said that while the shortwave
broadcasts are often jammed, there
is never any jamming on the medium
wave band where FEBC is heard. It
always comes in like a local station

Reverend Kenneth Lo, FEBC's Hong
Kong Director, reports that nearly
half of the mail response from
Mainland China is generated by the
three hours of Mandarin
programming broadcast only from
the South Korea station

The Far East Broadcasting
Company is the only missionary
radio organization operating
medium-wave stations that broadcast
into the Soviet Union and China

Independent Order of

RECHABITES

W. District No. 85
are a
Friendly Society
ora
Mutual Society
providing benefits for all members who
control its running and have done so
for about 100 years
Rechabites are different
The Society is for those who live and
enjoy the better life
FREE FROM ALCOHOL
and covenant accordingly
The Society was furmed on a
scriptural base found in Jeremiah
Rechabites provide
e Life Assurance
® Funeral E

® Dispensar

¢® Health Insurance

Members also qualify for other special
benefits in time of need

For turther information contact the
DISTRICT SECRETARY
4th FLOOR

No border
hopping

Unlike Reformed Churches in other
countries, as for example, the
Christian Reformed Church in North
America, each congregation of the
Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands has its own precisely
outlined district. Church rules
stipulate that church members can
belong only to the congregation in
their own district. An attempt made
in 1976 to allow members who are
unhappy with their home
congregation to transfer to a
neighboring church was turned
down by Synod. In the judgment of
Synod, allowing this might have
turned the church into a “club of
likeminded people.” This year's GKN
Synod turned down a similar request
for more liberty in joining another
congregation. Synod felt that
allowing such spiritual migration
would be an obstacle to the common
struggle for the one faith

Reformed
Church in
Africa
Withdraws

(Durban, South Africa) At its synod
the Reformed Church in Africa
decided to withdraw from the
Reformed Ecumenical Synod. The
reasons given for this unexpec ted
action were that the small church
does not have the personnel and
finance to belong to two
international reformed organizations
The Reformed Church in Africa
chose to remain in the larger and
older World Alliance of Reformed
Churches. Another reason for
withdrawal was that in the synod’s
view the RES has constantly
maintained a low profile and has not
given clear guidance to its member
churches on social and political
issues. The synod also decided to
seek union with the Dutch Reformed
Mission Church which is an active
member of the RES

Indonesian
Church Against
Charismatics

Reacting to the increasing influence
of charismatic movements in various
congregations, the 18th Synod of the
Indonesian Christian Church of
Central Java discussed the matter and
took the following actions:

Church members are reminded of
the fact that the Indonesian
Christian Church of Central Java
rejects the views and teachings of
the so-called charismatic groups
which are considered to be
contradictory to the fundamental
teaching of the Church, especially
as regards their view on spiritual
baptism — re-baptism through
immersion, enforcement of
spiritual gifts, abuse of spiritual
voices, etc

Church members are called upon
1o join the existing groups in the
congregation for various activities
according to their own interests
and gifts. In so doing they should
not join other groups without the
knowledge and consent of the
Church Session,

All members of the church are
advised and summoned to a new
conviction of and commitment to
the fundamental teachings of the
Church, based on the Holy
Scriptures, in accordance with the
Heidelberg Catechism

Based on this action, several local
congregations have taken initial steps
towards revitalizing their faith
through pastoral letter, house
meetings, and regular discussions on
the prinicples of faith

FOR LADIES WITH AN <’
ALCOHOL PROBLEM

Contact us on 2645894 (02) any
Tuesday between 10am. and 4pm

|
Maybe we could help you ’

Information will be treated seriously and

{in strictest confidence

‘ Woman's Christian Temperance
Union, Counselling Service J
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GLEBE ADMINISTRATION BOARD |

Notice is given to those persons and organisations which are qualified to |

— |

deposit funds with the Glebe Administration Board that interest rates for |

funds deposited with the Board effective

under:—

12 December 1980 are as

Interest rates per centum per annum

At Call

Call for 100,000
missionaries

Speaking at the World Evangelization
Crusade in Seoul, Korea, Chairman
Joon Gon Kim issued a call for
100,000 missionaries from Korea to
serve in other countries by 1984 —
the year of the 100th anniversary of
Protestant missionary efforts in
Korea. This would mean 1,000
missionaries for each year of
Protestant missionary effort in Korea,
At the mass gathering, which was
attended by well over a million
people, 10,000 university students,
along with 3,000 high school
students, committed themselves to
this goal. Kim called on the nation’s
parents to give up their sons and
daughters for the work of fulfilling
the Great Commission

Political
preaching out

Speaking at a Ministers Conference
Dr. H. N. Ridderbos, professor
emeritus of the Theological School in
Kampen, delared that people do not
need political preaching and are not
interested in it, If the preacher only
proclaims the Gospel and sticks to
the text of the Bible, the people will
isten

The subject of Professor
Ridderbos’ address was the authority
of the Bible, He rejected a marxistic
approach to the Bible. In referring to
the synodical decision regarding
homophiles, he was of the opinion
that the synod should have
mentioned the Biblical givens on
homosexuality

Gift Suggestion

“Through the
Furnace”

by Colin B. C. Tilsley

e ——

A heart rending story written by the founder
Colin,
has a terminal iliness, has written this book to
encourage others to trust in God and prove
His faithfulness through times of suffering

of Gospel Literature Outreach

[ Cost: $1.95 (plus 50¢ p. & p)

| Write for your copy today to

‘ Gospel Literature Outreach,

j Box 299, Eastwood, N.SW. 2122

b iannlyinie

Bibles
for
China

by urgent request
of Chinese Christians

$10 provides personal
delivery of one bible
to & remote village
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and Cooperation in Europe. The The next approach could be to the chief 2 |
WCC fears that the trials will do conflict with the Church Order moderator of the Church of Scotland, the 149 CSASTLEREAGH ST. 24 hour (“‘vm 9 52“ | 205 Ch Strest, Sydney, 2000
nothing to establish “an atmosphere However, with the exception of one Rev. Bill Johnson VONEY 2000 oY 10.0% | Specialists in the installation of
conducive to detente” delegate, synod was also of the Telephone: | Fixed Term | |

opinion that family communion 264 6406 | 6 months 11.0% ! | CONN ORGANS

Keston'’s Director the Reverend
Michael Bourdeauy, sent a query to
the WCC asking what action the
WCC was preparing to take, and
received the answer that no
immediate action was contemplated
The College welcomes this new
initiative undertaken by the WC(

11.5% ot UNIQUE ELECTRONIC PIPE MODELS
———— PR 12.0% | Ring or Write Pat O'Malley 29 7222
o : FOR INFORMATION — CITY OR COUNTRY
Glebe Administration Board |

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
2nd Floor, St. Andrew’s House, :
| PARRAMATTA

(Organist/Choirmaster) Sydney Square
St. Michael’s Pro-Cathedral Wollongong i OR
PO. Box Q190, | T
Queen Victoria Buildings, 13[ BIJI‘:
| COLLEGE

Sydney 2000
9-11 Ridge Street, Merrylands West

Film “Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Life of Challenge!”

12 months
24 months

could not be undone in churches il
that have introduced it. Synod -
decided to make a brief addition to |

the Church Order to the effect that
under certain circumstances the rule
of public profession of faith for
admission to the Lord’s Supper may
be waived

Pikiiien to Banel’ |

We know the Four Corners of the Earth

Written Applications and enquiries to:

The Rector, Church Hill, Wollongong, N.S.W. 2500
Phone (042) 28 9132

| s o g

HE CHURCH OF ENGLAND INSURANCE CO. OF AUST I1D. r

Suite 225-226 “Wingello” House, |
Angel Place, Sydney 2004),

Samuel Marsden Memorial Lecture by Archdeacon Walter
Newmarch

BILL WORNER PTY. LTD.
Mittagong

:

|

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD |
(SPONSORED BY EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY ALLIANCE)

SR v S Programme commences 8 p.m. Friday, February 13

Accredited Agents for All —

s g gy 2 Dioceses of the Church of England * Enquiries: The Rev. Brian Seers (02) 637 4497
Airlines, Shipping Companies and Coach Tours and it operates entirely for the benefi Phone (048) 711044 | | : . Brian Seers (02) 637 4497
of the Church . v :
¢ ¢ Parramatta Bible College provides classes for Moore

The
' | PT.C., The Church of England Bible College and also the Aust
College of Theology.
|

MR W. R. (RON) BAILEY
13th FLOOR, 39 YORK ST, SYDNEY, 2000.
TELEPHONE (02) 29 4136

Telegrams: COFE, Svdney

Telephone: 233 3896 Sells and agents for Mazda and Volkswagens — Sales and Services
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Christian man or woman required for Moore Theological College staying at yacancies for Easter at lts Chldercol
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Fill in your name and address St. Bartholomew's FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP Small or Large factor which enables the more vulnerable to attack. Indeed, involves a possibly inappropriate always and inevitably lead to
tear this ad. out and post it to Mount Gravatt, Brisbane I ioHEr RRA B Hana STORA(-Z-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS development of satisfying and stable the information disclosed can disclosure which is simply not negative consequences. High levels
The Registrar, R — A Reasonable and Reliable marital relationships. It is a process bec ”L"‘[‘ "".'””“l";"'”"'"." ““."‘ L " helpful to either party lh-‘.l ["“”""”' of self-disclosure were acceptable
Church of England Bible College, ¢ ALL SUBURBS SMITH OWENS SERVICE which involves the expression, by atac 18 PIODISM DERIE FEIITeC here is that the disclosure lost sight and helpful provided that the
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theory and research which indicates
that couples who self-disclose
effectively and trustingly, and who
react to such disclosures sensitively

disclosure to be helpful is a symptom
of far more basic problems in such a
marriage. Self-disclosure is not
providing the reasons for the attack,

for the importance of self-disclosure
in marriage. The authors conclude
after their study of 120 married
couples that . . . itis evident that
communicating to each other about

both persons must never be
overlooked if self-disclosure is to be
both an expression of and a means of
attaining a “one-flesh” style of

s - g HOME OF 1. BEST OF TASMANIA WITH TRANS OTWAY | | and appropriately, are experiencing it is simply providing ammunition for
" ¢ word w ' This p ' 4 s . " 4 MDOT ol s Most meals »
(Deaco e Aot s, "l““;: 8 Marct all important places. M eals | strong and satisfying marital an angry and resentful person who relatively personal and intimate relationship |
s from Melbourne ydney $886; Brisbane $998; Adelaide 5

RC | ncas a8

There are three guiding principles for
Christian living: As you received 50
live; as you were rooted and grounded

be built up; as you were taught be
established in the truth, In avoiding a
return to slavery there are three ways in
which Paul raised the alarm: don't let
anyone kidnap you; don't let anyone
condemn you; don't let anyone disqualify
you

by Ronald Sider

Lion Publishing Company

Many Christians were excited about
Ronald Sider's earlier book, viz., “Rich
Christians in an age of hunger”. But his
latest book “Christ and Violence” really
leaves a bad taste in one’s mouth

He takes an extreme pacifist viewpoint,
and needs to read such classics as P T

10 a contemporary, was ‘of hard
disposition, brutal and pitiless’”” This is
somewhat different to the picture given
in the gospels

A lot of this book is sentimental,
idealistic tripe; it is probably one of the
most dangerous books to have come off
the press in recent years

Neil Baker
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