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N.S.W.

Mr Warren Gotley has re-
signed from the staff of the
Church of England Youth De-

partment, Sydney, to take up the |

position of Assistant Secretary
of the Diocese of Sydney.
*

The Rev, G. C. Chandler, rec-
tor of St. Mary's, Denham Court
(Svdney), has accepted nomina-
tion as rector of St. Peter's,
Campbelltown.

* * *

The Rev. B. S, George, curale
of St. Faith’s, Narrabeen (Syd-
ney), has been appointed curate-
in-charge of the provisional dis-
trict of West Cabramatta
* *

I'he Rev. Ronald Patfield has
been appointed rural dean of
Prospect, Sydney diocese.

* * *

Members of the Readers As-
sociation of the diocese of Syd-
ney joined with the family and
many friends of Canon H. N,
Powys, who is celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of his Ordina-
tion with a service of Holy Com-
munion, held in the Side Chapel
of St. Andrew's Cathedral on
Thursday, December 22. The
Archbishop attended and the ser
vice was conducted by Bishop I
0. Hulme-Moir.

* * *
he Youth Council of Sydney
diocese has appointed Mr Ken
Buttrum as Camp Howard Field
Worker and he will commence
duties on 1st February, 1967. Mr
Buttrum has been involved in
Camp work as Junmor Camp
Director for a number of
and will be leaving his present
position of Primary School Tea
cher at Woollahra Demonstra-
tion School.
*

years

* *

The Rev. Canon A. E. S.
Begbie, Rector of St. Stephen’s,
Willoughby, N.S.W. since 1957,
has announced his resignation
from the parish, to take effect
after Easter. Canon Begbie Is
Chaplain - General to the Aus-
tralian Military Forces and will
devote himself more fully to
these duties.

* * *

The Rev. A. R, Alcock, curate
of St. Andrew's, Summer Hill,
has been appointed rector of St
Luke's, Clovelly, N.S'W.

* * *

On Sunday morning, De-
cember 11, the Service of Ordina-
tion was held at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, at which the Reverend
Canon T. G. Mohan was the
preacher, and the Archbishop
Ordained the following to the

Diaconate: M. Myers, R. J. Piper, |

D. Meadows, A. Morrison (Dio-
cese of Carpentaria), N, A, Flow-
er, A. H. Nichols

The Archbishop ordained the
following Deacons to the Priest-
hood: J. E. Davies, C. G. Dun-
don, J. E. Gelding, N. Mathieson,

J. Mcintosh, A, Patrick, J. Petti- |

grew, B. W, Wilson.
* * *

The Rev. Peter Dilion, Dea-
con Assistant at Christ Church
Cathedral, Grafton, NSW., is
to become priest-in-charge of
Dunoon, in the same diocese,
as from January 31.

* * *

The Rev. A. J. Humphries,
who has been curate of St

|  The Rev. K. S. Crossley, rec-
[tor of Braidwood, Diocese of
| Canberra-Goulburn, is to be-
[come rector of Queanbeyan, in

the same diocese.

Canon J. O, Quayle, vicar of |
Manilla, diocese of Armidale, |

AUSTRALIAN C.M.S. AT WORK

HIS brief survey of the

commitments of the
Australian branch of the
Church Missionary Society
has been written for this
Epiphany issue of the ACR
by the Revd. David Hewet-
son, Educational Secretary

* | of C.M.S.

In 1967, 168 years after the

has announced his retirement as | Church Missionary Society was

from Easter. |
| * * *
| The Rev. W. D,
curate-in-charge of Holy Trinity,

founded, it is still “in business”

| in many places. Its personnel is
Girvan, | numerous,
| very

commitment is
its need for

its

large, and

Baulkham Hills, since 1961, has | praver is as great as it ever was.

e |
accepted nomination as rector of |

Christ Church, Kiama (Sydney |
diocese). Mr Girvan will take up |
his new work at the end of |
January, His place at Baulkham
Hills will be taken by the Rev, |
I'. Croft.

Victoria

The Rev. Geoffrey

has been appointed Assistant

Chaplain to the Melbourne

Grammar School. He took up his
appointment on January 1.
* *

Stephens

Melbourne  Anglicans  who
shared in the presentation to
Bishop Donaid Redding when he
ended his term as Bishop
Coadjutor will be interested to |
learn that he has now purchased
a new car with the gift.

I'he Bishop is living in Ade-
laide, and assisting with
episcopal duties there.

*

The Rev, John Walton, curate
in the Melbourne Diocesan Cen-
tre, is to be Vicar of Christ
Church, Mitcham, from Febru-
ary

* * *

The Rev, D. Johnson (return-
ed from overseas) has been ap-
pointed to All Saints’, Nunawad-
ing, as from February 1.

* * *

I'he Rev, R. Wallace has re-
signed from Melbourne diocese
to further studies in England as

from January 1.
B *

| ever hefore;

| breaks
between man and Himself, He |

The Rev. G. B. Muston, vicar |

of St. Thomas', Esseadon (Mel-
bourne diocese), is to be rector
of Christ Church, Darwin, N.T.
Darwin will be the centre of the
proposed diocese of the Northern

The climate of mission has
changed so much since the Soc-
iety’s missionaries first went out
that it almost seems as though

| it is another world altogether.

The balance of power in all
countries where they are work-
ing is now heavily weighted on
the side of nationals, the
churches which they were instru-
mental in raising up are now
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3 |
tasks, all of which are geared to
evangelism and the upbuilding of
younger churches.

DIFFERENT

The various categories in
which they serve are:

73 Pastoral workers (28 of
whom are wives of pastoral
workers)

48 Medical
whom are wives
workers),
Teachers (8 of whom are |
wives of te

83 Specialists of different kinds
(11 wives), including secretaries,
religious educators, builders,
translators, theological lecturers,
et

(8 of
medical

workers
of

Lo

This makes an overall total
of 245 people, and a financial |
commitment of nearly half a mil-
lion dollars, including all branch

19

budgets.
o

I
i

mostly in the hands of national |

leadership, and the general feel-
ing towards them in a number

of countries is often tinged with

hostility.

The winds of change blow,
and blow harder and stronger
all the time.

STRIPPED

Missionaries, stripped of a
power and an authority which
often proved more embarrassing
than helpful, are constantly fidn-
ing that “the Word of God is
not bound” (as Paul the mission
ary found many years ago).

The framework of their lives
is now in many ways more like
that New Testament world than
and the Gospel, un-
aided by political power struc-
tures, is able to prove itself by
its own inherent dynamic,

Fellowship  with national
Christians has also become a
richer and more rewarding ex-
perience, and it is also demon-
strating in a way that it never
could before that
down

the  barrier

also breaks down the

neighbours.

C.M.S, missionaries in 1967

| will find themselves in a world

Territory which is expected to |

come into being this year and

Christ Church, Darwin, will be | ¢ o . !
| towards the world's rapidly - ex-

the pro-cathedral. Mr Muston ex-
pects to take up his new post
in March

* * *

The Rev. K. M. Lindsay,
rector of St. Mary Magdalene’s,
Adelaide, is to be rector of Holy
| Trinity, Ararat (Ballarat), as
| from March.

Elsewhere in
i Australia

| The Ven. A, H. Bott, formerly
Superintendent of St. Mary’s,
1-\licc Springs, and Archdeacon
of the Northern Territory, Dio-
cese of Carpentaria, to be Sub-
Dean of All Souls’ and St. Bar-
[ tholomew Quetta Memorial Ca-
|thedral, Thursday Island, and
| Archdeacon of Carpentaria, in
the same diocese,

i * . *

| The Rev. R, J. Kellam, Assist-
[ant Priest of New Norfolk, Dio-
cese of Tasmania, to be Priest-
in-charge of Zechan and Rose-
bery, in the same diocese, as

Paul's, Burwood (Sydney), since
1962, has accepted nomination
as rector of St. Augustine's,
Stanmore.

* * *

from mid-December.

* *

The Rev, L. R. Lenthall, Rec-
tor of Plymouth, Diocese of
Adelaide, has been elected to

The Rev. D. G. Anderson, | the Howard Canonry of St. Pet-
curate of St. Thomas', Enfield, | ¢r's Cathedral, Adelaide.
since 1965, 18 to become muni- * & *
ster of the Church of the Resur-

The Rev. B. S. Meredith,

rection, Jamberoo (Sydney dio- g
cese). - Priest-incharge of Managalas,
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experiencing rapid social change. |

revolution
hurrying

urban
sent men

The great
which has

panding cities, the blossoming
industrial complexes of the new
nations and

its web—all these make up the
new world of missionary en-
deavour.

The Church Missionary
Society is at work in twenty-
three different dioceses, in Africa,
East and West Asia, North Aus-
tralia and South America. These
are engaged in a host of different

Diocese of New Guinea, to be
Archdeacon of the Northern
Archdeaconry, in the same dio-
cese. He will be based in Ma-
dang.
* * *
The Rev.

A. G. Costelloe,

| Rector of St. Stephen's, Wyn-

yard, Diocese of Tasmania, to
be Archdeacon of Darwin, in
the same diocese, as from Feb-
ruary.

Overseas

Canon Douglas Webster, Por-
fessor of Mission at the Selly
Oak Colleges, Birmingham, has
been awarded an honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Divinity by
Wycliffe College, Toronto, which
he will receive when he visits
Canada in the spring to be the
speaker at the college’s spring
Convocation,

Australian Church Record, January 12, 1967

when God |

barriers |
that exist between man and his |

secularising effect |
that this has on those caught in |

@ The building of a new port and the mining of manganese

has brought changing conditions to C.M.S. mission stations

on Groote Eylandt, Northern Territory. Pictured is the new
| general store on the island. Photo: B.H.P. Review.
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THEOLOGIAN RESIGNS

A logian, Father Charles Davis, has left his
Church after 20 years in the priesthood.

Until his resignation Mr Davis | prelate, said there is a “crisis of
held the post of Professor of | confidence” in the Roman Catho-
Dogmatic Theology at the Jesuit | lic world today. He said, “Father
institution, Heythrop College, | Davis is a great loss to us.”
Oxford. He was also editor of | The Archbishop, who was cen-

“The Clergy Review” and author ‘ sured in 1965 for writing a book
of several books. supporting contraception, said,
Mr Davis, who is 43, has also l “If Father Davis' action jolts the
announced his intention of | people in authority it would be
marrying a 36-year-old American | one good result.”
college graduate, Miss Florence | -
Henderson, but has denied that NEW ZEAI-AND
his desire to marry was the
deciding factor in leading to his
PLIT AVERTED
Speaking at a Press conference S
Mr Davis said: “My desire to 3 3
marry came only after I decided | New  Zealand Tian
(o leave the Church. 1 remain |have averted a feared split in
a Christian, but I had to ask |the Church over “"-‘{’lol-l“‘f“
myself bluntly whether I still ‘Ilhcrulmn. but there is still
believed in the Rom ) "
Church as an institution, I found | uneasy truce will remain.
that the answer was no.” | It took six-and-a-half hours of
Mr Davis went on: “I have |debate in the General Assembly,
come to see that the Church as [meeting in  Wellington,  to
it exists and works at present is | hammer out a statement on the
an obstacle in the lives of the | resurrection of Christ.
committed Christians I know and The matter was touched off
admire. It is not the source of |last Easter when Principal Lloyd
the values they cherish and pro- |G. Geering of the denomina-
mote, On the contrary, they live | tion’s theological school
and work in a constant tension |published an article arguing
and opposition to it. }:xg;un\l a resurrection of Christ’s
“For me Christian commit- | physical body. Evangelicals
ment is inseparable from concern |quickly asked for the Assembly
for truth and concern for people. | to restate its belief in the historic
[ do not find either of these |doctrine of the resurrection, The |
represented in the official Church. | controversy furnished the spark
“There is concern for authority
at the expense of truth, and 1
am constantly saddened by in-
stances of the damage done to
persons by the workings of an
impersonal and unfree system.”

restore the confidence of
people in theological
and to maintain sound doctrine.
When the Assembly met
reached an uneasy unnpmmiw,‘
OBSTACLE [1t stated: “While the Resurrec
Mr Davis continued: “Further, | tion event is clearly affirmed, it
I do not think that the claim [is not described” (in the New
the Church makes as an institu- | 'estament). f
tion rests upon any adequate “Neither is the nature of the
Biblical and historical basis. | resurrection body of Jesus de-
I'he Church in its existing form i!inml. nor the nature of His
seems to me to be a pseudo- | continuing existence,” added the
political structure from the past, | document as finally approved.
It is now breaking up, and some ‘ Several attempts to make the
other form of Christian presence | statement more explicit failed.
in the world is under formation.” | The following was appended,
Mr Davis also indicated that | however: “It is clear from the
he could no longer accept Papal | New Testament that there was |
infallibility and that he found |yndoubtedly continuity between
himself at loggerheads with the | the crucified Jesus and the glori-
teachings of the Roman Catholic | fied Christ. For the Church of
Church on several other matters | all ages this has been one of
particularly its official attitude |the bases of the hope of resur-
towards the use of contraceptives. | rection.”
N O R “w
('|(.I‘lr‘ﬂ:'|“klﬂ)\(i:";:"‘!h§“-| r’“;;fn‘:f c::;:"‘ The statement emphasised the
bea T PP : mystery of the resurrection.
cised the Papal decision on birth- | =~ SR ] ¢
control, saying, “The Church is| Dr Geering’s articles, _Which
in danger of losing its soul to prnmplcd the uphq:wul in the
save its face.” Church, appeared in the Pres-

an Catholic | apprehension over how long the |

~ The former priest is now seek-
ing an academic job in which
he can “think and write.” He
stated at the Press conference
that he has no immediate plans
to join another Church, since
he believes no Church has the
nswer to his personal problem.

Commenting on the action of
Mr Davis, Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop Thomas Roberts, Britain’s
most outspoken Roman Catholic

byterian Outlook of New Zea-
land,

The new laymen's organisa-
tion has drawn support from
throughout the nation. Its forma-
tion has drawn wide atiention
in the Press and in the Church.

The proposal to form the
group noted that laymen have
recently played “a very insignifi-
cant part in the life of the
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@ A group of ladies at the “Chesalon” |

|

| Bishop Luxton

Church.”

time.

well over 550 years!

fome, Summer Hill, N.S.W., taken at
All of the ladies are over 90 years of age and one is 105, Their combined ages total

A HAPPY GROUP AT A ‘CHESALON' HOME |

Christmas

31SHOP OF HURON CRITICISED

NE Sydney publication recently published the Bishop of Huron's com-
ments and evidently approved them, The letter helow appeared in the
Church Times of December 23 last and coming from the Revd. Dr. Barry
Marshall of Trinity College, Melbourne, it may be said to represent a more
informed point of view:—

SIR.—I believe that little but |

of December 9, on the state of

it | the diocese of Sydney.

The Bishop, while a private
visitor to Australia, was invited,
as was thought appropriate, to
preach the Synod sermon at the
quinquennial meeting of the

| General Synod of the Anglican

Church in Australia, in St An-
drew’s Cathedral, Sydney.

I do not know how closely
investigated the
how many

and

detail,
visited,

diocese in
parishes he

talked.

However, I am sure it is time |
firm |
but courteous protest against the |
$0- |

that someone lodged a
constant projection of the
called “monochrome” image of
the Sydney diocese.

I believe that Auvstralians who
have been involved in the affairs
of the diocese or have allowed
themselves to be fully informed
about it will regret the Bishep's
remarks and his unhelpful as-
sessment of what is g very com-
plex situation,

There is plenty of evidence to
show that the diocese has its full
share of tension such as are
common to Anglicans.

The Bishop's suggestion that
progress in Australian Church
affairs will be retarded by the
influence of Sydney s a point
about which I feel especially dis-
turbed.

| evidence in
a modest advance even upon the
| Canadian

with |
how many priests and laymen he

The Prayer Book Commission, |

: : iy

to organise a national Associa- [ positive harm can arise from the |of which I am a member has|a great deal.

tion of Presbyterian Laymen to|report of the Bishop of Huron |recently produced a number of

the |in the Canadian Churchman, and | draft services attached to its re
i » f 1 o 3 ~ T g | » s 1 f ene N

training | reported in the Church Times|port to the meeting of General | cyriosity, rather than public de-

Synod to which members of the

diocese of Sydney and their sup- |

porters have made
contributions.

T'hey are, I stress, only pro-
visional, but at least have been
allowed to go forward with the
consent of the whole Commis-
sion. I honestly believe there is
these documents of
recent

out in the

Prayer

position set

Book, from ‘

which we have naturally profited

I believe today we need un
derstanding and the right sort of

nunciations, if we are all to solve
the rich ecumenical problems

substantial | within our own Communion, and

I particularly hope that in the
future Sydney may be spared the
easy condemnations which flow
out of hearsay, prejudice and
superficial assessment.
BARRY MARSHALL, 0.G.S.
Seminaire St. Sulpice,
6 rue du Regard,
Paris 6e, France.

David Sheppaid speaks
out on Sunday cricket

LTHOUGH the Rev.

David Sheppard, for-
mer Cambridge, Sussex
and England captain of
cricket no longer figures on
the field he has made a
loud “appeal” to the di-
rectors of first class cricket
to declare Sunday play

" "
out,

In a letter addressed to secre-
taries of the counties and to Sir
Alec Douglas Home, president
of M.C.C., Mr Sheppard urges
rejection of the Clark Committee
recommendation concerning Sun-
day play.

He bases his main argument
on humanitarian and domestic
considerations of the rightness of
expecting employees to work a
seven day week.

He also questioned whether it
was right for husbands to be
away from their wives every
weekend for at least four months
in the summer.

Another line of argument ad-
vanced by Mr Sheppard draws
attention to the difficulties which
Sunday county cricket would
make for the ambitious young
cricketer who has a conscientious
objection to playing the game
on the Lord’s Day.




§| Article 10—Free-will and the
| need of God's grace; Article 11
—Justification by faith only;
Article 12—Good works as the
fruits of justification; Article 13
—The uselessness of good works
before justification; Article 14—
The nullity of works of super-
erogation;  Article 15—Christ
alone without sin; Article 16—

TH.C. EXAMINATION RESULTS

OORE Theological College, Sydney, has released the
following results for the Certificate in Theology
Examinations in the following subjects: Christian
Ethics, New Testament — Romans, Religious Educa-
tion I, Youth Group Leadership, and Preaching and

THE CHURCH'S ROLE IN STATE SCHOOLS

The Church of England islic school system, as well as to
confronted with the need to do | the many for whom this is their
| some realistic thinking about its | only contact with the Church
| invelvement in the public schools | and the message of its Master

'VICARAGE FOR A FAMILY

THIS article faces squarely a problem which vexes clergy and laity through-
out Australia, How can the Church with its limited resources carry out ef-
fective religious instruction in our various State school systems? Are we wise

in making use of the time given under the education acts? Should we not
admit our inadequacy and contract out? The Revd, Canon Alan Langdon,
B,A, B,D, Dip.Ed, Dip.R.E., Director of the Board of Education of the
diocese of Sydney, deals with these and other issues in this article.

At the present time in
N.S.W. at least 96 per cent
of Anglican parents choose
the public education system
for their children,

Figures in some other States |
may not be quite so high, but |
in every case, the Church of
England in Australia is, through
children and parents, intimately
involved in public eduation, We
must therefore acknowledge the
responsibility of ensuring that
public education is a suitable
vehicle for the schooling of our
children.

Many confusing and conflict-
ing historical factors accounted
for the passing of Public Instruc-
tion Acts in all States in the
latter half of the last century,
However, the Protestant
churches, for a wide variety of
reasons, agreed (or were obliged)
to Cll\\(‘ dl)\\r’n most of lh(‘lf sur-
viving schools and to co-operate
in the State systems. This was
made possible as, in all States |
but Victoria, the secular nature |
of public education was so de- |
fined as to include religious |
teaching.

In NS.W. for instance, the
Act states that, “In all schools
under this Act, teaching shall
be strictly non-sectarian, but the |
words ‘secular instruction,’ shall
be held to include general reli- |
gious teaching as distinct from |
dogmatical or polemical theology
A " Parkes defined general
religious teaching as “Such reli-
gious knowledge as was common |
to a Christian people . . . Such
a knowledge of the Bible as all
divisions of the Christian church
must possess, or a knowledge of |
the great truths of Revelation.”

OTHER STATES

Similar provisions were
included in W.A. and, with some |
modifications, in Tasmania and |
Queensland. In all these States, |
specific provision was also m:ulci
for special (i.e, denominational)
religious instruction to be given
by  representatives of the
churches to their own children
and a similar provision exists in
S.A. Victoria's Act was amend-
ed more recently to make pro-
vision for inter-denominational
religious instruction on the basis
of an agreed syllabus.

While not in any way mini-
mising the Church of England’s |
responsibility towards its own |
diocesan church schools, it must |
be acknowledged that we have |
a responsibility towards the vast |
majority of our children who
attend State Primary and Secon-
dary Schools across the conti-
nent,

This responsibility must be
accepted in the following areas;

1. Constant watchfulness lest
the forces of atheistic secularism
render the public education sys-
tem an unsuitable vehicle for the

| schooling of our children.

2. Support of those education
departments who are responsible
for administering general reli-
gious teaching provisions in
their recent endeavours to make
this aspect of the curriculum
more effective.

TEACHING
3. Support for the full imple-
mentation of general religious
teaching provisions at all levels.
In N.S.W. for instance, the
general religious teaching pro-
vided for many years for adoles-

| cent pupils following super-pri-
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| several

s & |
mary, technical, commercial and |
domestic science courses was |
dropped with the gradual emer- |

system in the light of State Aid, | and their S
increasing school enrolments and |
social, educational and political | special
| development. There is no easy | the Church of England has not
| w
have to !
who, as committed church mem- | whole Church, the priority need
| bers, are dependent on the pub-|ed to constitute a fair trial.

viour,
provision
religious

T'he

of adequate
instruction by

and failed—it ha
been given, by the

tried

ay out of the responsibility we | been
yet

children and parents | never

gence of a separate secondary |
system and resiricted to infant|
and primary schools, The N.S.W. |
Council for Christian Education |
in Schools has made submissions |
to the Government for its res-|
toration.  These  submissions |
recently received renewed |
endorsement by the synod of the
diocese of Sydney on the recom

mendation of its Commission of
Inquiry on Education, after its
year consideration of the|
relative responsibilities of Ihc!
diocese in public and indepen- |
dent education. ‘
4. Provision of adequate spe-|
cial religious instruction by |
church representatives in accor-
dance with the opportunities pre-
vailing in the particular State.
This, of course, is easier to say
than to do. The recent rapid |
growth in school population has |
presented the churches with a
problem of almost overwhelming
proportion. There are those who
are advocating a withdrawal
from this area of the churches’
responsibility, Some have
adduced theoretical grounds to
support their views, but for|
most it is a counsel of despai |
in view of the practical difficul- |
ties clergy are facing in fitting
an increasing number of school
classes into an already over full
program.

WITHDRAWAL
If this is the task of the clergy
alone, then withdrawal is the
only feasible policy.
But what if the whole Church
recognises that the teaching of
the Scriptures is the means by

and girls into a knowledge of |
Christ and into active fellowship
in the Church?

_ Of course, this is most effec-
tively achieved when the Word
of God is presented relevantly to
each age level in properly sized
classes. But is the provision of
such teaching beyond the re-
sources of the Churches? This is
the vital question,

It is best answered by asking
others. Has this work
ever been given a genuinely high
priority in the prayer life of the
Church? How many parishes in-
clude in their services and prayer
meeting regular prayer for this
work in the local schools? What
emphasis is given in churches to
the securing of an adequate num-
ber of lay assistants for the
teaching in the schools within
the parish or in the neighbour-
ing secondary school? How
much encouragement is given to
lay people to take training
courses provided by various
: an education agencies?

s may work in estab-
lished areas,” you may say, “but
what about in new housing dis-
tricts?”

As in many other phases of
an adequate ministry in such
areas, it must be seen as a mis-
sionary opportunity for those
whose services are not required
in their own parishes. This will
demand sacrificial  service—it
will be inconvenient and ard-
uous. But would not Commun-
ists respond gladly to such a
challenge if only the opportunity
were given them for making
known what they believe to hun-
dreds of thousands of youngsters
in our schools per week?

EDITORIAL
AUSTRALIA AND THE LAST THIRD

We have already begun the final third of the twentieth
century and the prognosticians and the planners are already
prepared to tell us the shape of things in the year 2000
I'his is assuming, of course, that anyone will be on the
earth in 2000 to experience this shape. The Bible makes
it perfectly clear that this assumption no Christian may
make. At best, it is a dangerous guess.

On Australia Day, 26th January, we will enter the
180th year since the first white settlement in this country
We can look back on these years with the certainty that
is lacking when we try to look forward, unaided by the
prophetic Scriptures.

[he Church in Australia was fortunate in its first pas-
tor, the Revd. Richard Johnson, a graduate of Magdalene
College, Cambridge, a college renowned for its religious
atmosphere.  Wilberforce, the great Evangelical leader,
persuaded Prime Minister Pitt to appoint a chaplain to
the first fleet,

I'wo other Evangelicals, the Revd. John Newton and
William Cowper the poet, persuaded Johnson to accept the
post. It offered nothing but hardship, danger and isolation
and it was only the missionary zeal of Johnson and his
friends that led him to accept. :

The Bible was central to Johnson’s faith and among
his luggage were 100 Bibles and 400 New Testaments.
After 13 years’ often bitter labours in the colony, he was
followed by many men of similar Evangelical conviction;
men like Samuel Marsden, Cartwright, Henry Fulton, the
Cowpers and Bishop Barker. The love of God's Word
and a simple Prayer Book worship, the love of the souls
for whom Christ died—these were marks of the Church
waich the later Tractarian Movement and liberalism were
never to triumph over, as they have done in other branches
of the Anglican communion whose beginnings were not so
signally blessed by God.

The history of the Church clearly demonstrates the
truth that “the Word of God liveth and abideth forever.”
As Christians, we have the duty to see that as God enables
us, we place the Bible, the living word of truth in the
forefront of our work and our planning. If we do so,
we can face whatever years He may give us of this cen-
tury, with confidence. 3

And there may be much ahead that will require this
Bible-centred thinking. We are glibly told about the new
theological climate to which we are supposed to adapt
ourselves. We prefer to hear what the Bible says about
these great issues. In the minds of many, a union of
churches, often held to foreshadow “a great world Church,”
is fast descending upon us, whether we like it or not. We
like it only if it expresses the mind of Christ as clearly
shown in His Word. And it is not enough to point us
to His prayer that they may be one” torn out of its
context. The Church in England is having the first
“official” conversations with the Roman Church since the
Reformation.  We would be happy if we knew that the
Bible and the Bible only provides the basis and the guide-
lines for such converse. This is a position which we dare
not change if we are to remain faithful to Christ.

There will undoubtedly be change and Christians must
play their part in changing the present order. We should
never resist change simply because it is change. The test
is: Does it acknowledge the sovereignty of God and His
will as revealed in His Word? And we will be powerless
to apply this test to the situations we will be facing unless
we Christians steep ourselves in the Scriptures. We must
support every effort to encourage the reading and the
preaching and the teaching of the Bible. At the level of
the local congregation we must first pray for a renewal
of interest in Bible study. Then we must ask God to
show us how we can help to bring it about. We must
not be discouraged because our local minister seems un-
concerned. We can begin in our own room, our own
home. Just let the ordinary man’s interest in the Bible
begin and rest assured that the Holy Spirit can fan that
interest into a consuming fire that might well transform
the world in this century. But let it begin—and now.

BB BLLELECLLLLELLLLEEGLEL L L LB LGBl B Ll B0 B BB 0 o 0t

Sermon Construction. Results in each subject appear

in order of merit.

Distinction
WATT, Mrs P, Lakemba, N.S.W.
WAVLEY, Miss B,, Blacktown, N.S.W

Credit
Miss ., Thornleigh, N.S.W.
Mr R, W,, Loftus Heights,

LLOYD,
JOHNSTON
NSW
TIERNEY, Mrs J., Bomaderry, N.S.W

DEAN, Mrs M., Kingsgrove, N.S.W.
Pass
BORRELL, Mrs V., Kingsgrove, N.SW
AWSON, Mrs B, Cronulla, N.S.W
FAASE, Mr H., Tambar Springs, N.S.W
WEIR, Mr N., Turramurra, N.S.W.

PREACHING AND SERMON
CONSTRUCTION
Mr W. G., Nowra, NSW

EDUCATION I
RM, 1966

BASSETT,

High Distinction
MATHIS, Mrs V., Revesby, N.S.W,
LANGSTAFF, Mrs L., Kingsgrove,
NSW
Distinction
NEWPORT, Mrs O, M., Dalby, Q'land,
JAMES, Mr R. K., Enficld, N.S,W,
Credit
IRELAND, Mr E. W., Kingswood,

JONALD, Mrs B, Fairfield Woest,
N.S.W

McCAFFREY, Mrs S., Eastwood, N.S.W.
WALL Mr B. M., Wagga, N.S.W
YOU Mr P, W, Palm Beach,

N.§
MORGAN, Mr H. McD,, Auckland,
N.Z

Pass
MYERS, Mr R. B., Muswellbrook,
N.S.W
IEER, Mr T, Lindfield, N.SW
MARR, Miss V., Kc ah, N
OADY, Mrs K., esb
ENDEAN, J, E. M.,

W,

y, N.S.W.

Green Valley,
S.W.

IURNER, Mrs M., Panania, N.S.W.

GOODACRE, J.,, Sans Souci, N.S'W,

GEARSIDE, Mrs G, B., Rcvesby,

N.S.W,
LYNCH, Mr G., Kogarash, N.SW,

TH. SCHOL. EXAM
The Registrar of the Aus-
tralian College of Theology
advises that the name of Neil
Keith Macintosh, which ap-
peared under Pass Old Testa-
ment in the Th. Schol. lists,

[ FALBOT,

| completed its first year of opera-
| tion in December with 19 men

| ches. Members of the Anglican, |

should have appeared under
Pass. Th.Schol. |

|of the

YOUTH GROUP LEADERSHIP
Credit
FORAN, Mr J. W, Castle Hill, NSW,
LT.C. ROMANS SECOND TERM. 1966
Credit
COOMBES, Mrs C., Sorell,
BOWRA, ., Hurstville
LEVETT, Mrs R,, Revesby, NS'W.
MacLAURIN, Miss D., Beecroft, N.S.W,
MOYES, Mr R, S., Casula, NS.W
WHITEHORN, Mrs E., Yagoona,

S.W.

N
CARMICHAEL, Mrs D., Beecroft,
N.S. W |

Mr L. E., Mittagong, NS'W
Mrs )., North Bondi, N.SSW
Pass
MYERS, Mr R, B,
N.S. W,
GATENBY, Mrs J.,
KEOGH, Mr J. N, Panania, NS'W,
HARVEY, Mis K., Coonamble, N.S,W.
FREESTONE, Mr C., Narwee, N.S.W
PRESTON, Mr R., Harbord, N.S.W.

Pacific CoIieg’e
complefes year

The Pacific Theological College

WHITE,

Muswellbrook,

Ryde, NS.W
)

AWARDS FOR

finishing their first year of work.
Eleven additional students are
expected in February,

The college is an offspring of
the Pacific Conference of Chur-

re-organisation of its
beginning of 1967,

Congregational, Methodist, Pres-|
byterian and Reformed churches
study and worship together as
one family.

The college offers two courses
of study. For

vide a two-year course for

sion”

COLLEGE COURSES

The Sydney Missionary and
Bible College has announced a
courses,
with new awards, as from the

In future, the College will pro-
al
“Diploma in Divinity and Mis-
(Dip.D.M.) and a three-
year course for the same diploma
at an Advanced Level. Students
those who have | enrolling for the two-year course

completed undergraduate studies, | may omit “Missions,” to qualify

work for the Bachelor of Divi-
nity degree is offered. Those
with lesser quadlifications may
work for a diploma. Courses in
Biblical studies, ethics, etc., give |
particular attention to problems
{ Pacific area and the
languages of the islands.

for the “Certificate
Studies.”
All

lege, either in residence or

gage in at least 25 hours

in Biblical

three courses will involve
full-time attendance at the Col-
as
a day-student, In addition, all
students will be required to en-
of

The new vicarage of St.
Faith's, Burwood, Victoria, is
family- orientated: the vicar,
the Rev. David Warner, has
six daughters,

Before Mr Warner was ap-

pointed, the probability of
widely varying family sizes of
occupants was borne in mind
| { during the design of the two-
| § storey vicarage.
[ The building includes four
bedrooms, a lounge, dining-
room, family room and study.
Total floor area is 24
squares.

PHOTO: The family room,
showing the application of

| Sin after baptism; Article 17—
| The Bible doctrine of predestin-
|ation and election (a doctrine
| often reviled because misunder-
| stood); Article 18—Eternal sal-
‘vnlinn only by Christ,

Be it noted that the doctrines
|of the Church, its ministry and
sacraments are made to follow
these.

ROMAN ERRORS

The third distinctive Church
of England principle is its clear
testimony against the errors of
the Church of Rome, which con-
| tinue to deceive today as much
as ever. It is scarcely popular
today to see this as a principle.

I wonder if Articles 19, 22, 24,
25, 28, 30, 31, 32 and 37 were
|quoted at the recent Anglican-
| Roman talks in Italy? All these
Articles condemn explicit
Roman errors. Is it showing a
|lack of charity when we oppose
errors?

NON-SACRIFICIAL
MINISTRY
Our Church clearly rejects any
| sacerdotal or sacrificial view of
‘lhc Christian ministry. Most mis-
chievous errors have sprung from
|such a view, Among them are
| sacrifice of masses, and the prac-
[tice of habitual private confes-

bricks in the feature wall,

PLATFORM
(12) CHURCH OF

E.P.S., Geneva). | certified field work each term.

THE BRITISH
AND FOREIGN

BIBLE SOCIETY
IN AUSTRALIA

[
[

|
Holy Bible '

SOUNDING
OUT THE
WORD OF GOD

THIRD JUBILEE

1817 — 1867

The former curriculum has
been expanded, especially in
Biblical content, and another
full-time appointment is expected

Tth MARCH, 1967
WOMEN'S RALLY

St.  Andrew’s Cathedral—2 p.m.
SPEAKER: Mry

An external panel of qualified
Jean Coogan, i
wife of the Archbishop of York.

| College to assist in establishing
objective examination standards,
The enrolment at the College
in 1967 is expected to be about
80.

(s mm s
.

SALE OF
WORK

at “Roselands

Thursday-Friday

February 16-17
9 am-5 pm

To aid ‘Church

Record’, C.M.S,,

B.CA & HMS.

NATIONAL THANKSGIVING
RALLY

SYDNEY TOWN HALL
8 p.m,

METHODIST CRUSADER CHOIR

SPEAKERS: Rev. Dr John Wat-
0, B.A., London,
Archbishop of York, the
Donald Coggan,
nt of the Unlted
Bible Societies.

Reservations for residents beyond
Sutherland, St. Marys, Liverpool,
H y, Dee ~— phone or
write to Miss S, Stovey, Bible
House, 95 Bathurst Street, Syd-
ney (26-5448),

"
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE

As approved by the Archbishop of Sydney

See us when requiring
Induction Services, Parish Papers and all Classes of Church,
Commercial or General Printing
William Andrews Printing Co. Pty. Limited
96 MAY STREET, ST. PETERS

Price 3/- per dozen (postage extra)

Telephone 51-2119

| to be made to the staff to con-|

entrate “hristian education. | 8 -
centrate on Christian educatior [trine which our Church holds is

assessors is being formed by the |

 ENGLAND PRINCIPLES

“What is the difference
between the Church of England
and the . . . Church?” People
often ask a question like this and
we are caught fumbling for the
answer. As a matter of fact,
there is no such thing as Angli-
can doctrine. The Christian doc-

set out systemetically in the 39
Articles of Religion and it is
there alone that we find the
essential principles of the Church
of England.

There are five basic principles
and if we remember these, we
will always be ready to give an
answer to inquirers

BIBLE PRE-EMINENT

The Church of England ad-
mits the supremcy of the Bible as

the only rule of faith and prac-
tice for the Christian. This 1s set
out plainly in Article 6 and it is
adopted in Articles 8, 20, 21, 22,
28 and 34 in the examination of
truth and error, We will have no
truck with those who try to give

any authority in matters of doc- |

trine to councils,

tradition.

bishops, or

DOCTRINAL
EVANGELICALISM

Some may take offence to see
it stated that the doctrinal even-
gelicalism of the Church of Eng-
land is one of its most distinctive
principles. A glance at the
Articles will make this clear.
The first 18 Articles deal with
the doctrines that concern our
salvation and which have ever
been the basis of Evangelical
preaching. Article 6—the Bible
our sole guide; Article 7—Ever-
lasting life through Christ offer-
ed in both New and Old Testa-
ments; Article 9—Original sin;

(Continued next col; )
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S|

[ sion, Articles 23, 31 and 32 give
a correct scriptural view of the
| ministry,
VIEW OF SACRAME?
The fifth distinctive principle
IS our “i\n‘ .'lnd Hl(’dcldh' view
of the sacraments. If we are
loyal to this view, we avoid a
host of errors and superstitions
which have always been rife
| about Baptism and the Holy
1( ommunion, We do not believe
that to partake of a sacrament
It to automatically receive the
| grace of God. Articles 25 to 31
| make this clear,
|

‘Warning issued fo
- Catholic Action

(Madrid).—Spain’s Catholic
Action movement must stay out
| of politics, Archbishop Casi-
miro  Morcillo  Gonzalez of
| Madrid has ruled.

His declaration was published
| in the daily newspaper “Ya,” one
| of the various Catholic Action
| publications.

| This organisation, said Arch-
| bishop Morcillo, is an essentially
religious movement for laymen
and is thus excluded from direct
political activity.

“Within Christian morals are
contained diverse solutions to
political and economic prob-
lems,” he said, “While these
solutions are morally lawful,
Catholic Aciion cannot patronise
one and proscribe the rest.”

It was not the Church and
[ Catholic Action which had to
reform the political or economic
structure, the Archbishop held,
l but the men formed in the group
| and acting under their personal
responsibility, E.P.S., Geneva,

Despite speculation that
Anglican Bishop Clarence E.
Crowther of Kimberley and
Kuruman might not be re-admit-
ted to South Africa following «
visit to the U.S., Anglicans were
relieved to learn that the Gov-
ernment had granted him a re-
entry visa. Bishop Crowther had
been outspoken in his criticisms
of racial segregation laws,
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ary people in situations like our|

ook

Prisoner of the |
Japanese |

“FOR A TESTIMONY,/ by |
Bruce Hunt (Banner of Truth
paperback), Eng. price 5/.

Fascinatingly detailed account
of an Orthodox Presbyterian |
missionary from U.S.A. who was
imprisoned by the Japanese dur- |
ing their occupation of .\Lnn-f
churia in 1941, The author still |
works as a missionary in Korea. |

The imprisonment does not |
have the significance of Geoffrey |
Bull's internment, and lapses |
perhaps too often into poetry. |
In places the account is over- |
exhaustive and too much is read |
into the smallest reactions of
the gaolers. But it has two inter- |
esting factors—the author was |
given a chance of being deported
to the U.S.A. but refused because
he believed God was still calling
him to preach the Gospel in
Manchuria; and it shows how
the Korean Christians loved not |
their lives to death to give a|
faithful testimony to Christ. It
also had a very informative pre- |
face on the Church in Korea
1966.

—A.CN.

Brief reviews

ST. MARK'S REVIEW, Nov- |
ember 1966, Canberra. 36pp. |
40c. l

Three major articles: by the |
late Kenneth Henderson on|
“Anglicans and the Union Pro-|
posals of the Joint Commission™; |
R. T. Appleyard on “Migrants
to Australia” and Dr D, S. Kem- |
sley “On the ‘God is Dead’|
Movement.” Only four book re- |
views in this issue. |

THE CHURCHMAN., Vol 80
No. 3, London. 80pp. 4/ (Eng.). |

This quarterly, edited by Dr
Philip Hughes, is invaluable for
all who wish to keep themselves
informed on reformed theological
thought in our Church today. |
The major articles are: “The|
Quest for the Historical Hooker, |
by the Revd. Professor John
Booty (U.S.A.); “Bishop Joseph |
Hall, 1574-1656: An Ecumenical |
Calvinist Churchman,” “The Pro- |
blem of Abortion,” by Gervaise
Duffield and “A Key to the

Enigmas of the World?" by Dr|outs (Mr Graham Wade) and |

Philip Hughes. Thirty-five pages |
of excellent book reviews are |
added for good measure.

THE MEANING OF PAUL
FOR TODAY, by C. H. Dodd
(Fontana paperback), 55c¢,

This is fifth
Dodd’s 1920 treatment of Paul's
epistles, as re-written in 1957. |
Appendix has interesting para-
phrase of Paul's Epistle to the
Romans.

From the heart

PERSONALLY SPEAKING, by
Mrs A. M. Chembers. Christian
Press, Sydney, November, 1966,
pp.62, $1.50.

By anyone who has heard Mrs
Chambers speak at women’s
meetings in Australia this book
will be hailed with great delight,
for it is written exactly as she
speaks, As you read, you can
watch her face, note her expres-
sion, observe her gestures, and
hear her voice,

Mrs Chambers has the gift of
taking Bible characters, partic-
ularly women, and describ-
ing them in such a way that they
live before our eyes, and become,
not remote unreal figures of the

out of

creams,

own, with problems and needs |
just as we have. |

Who would have thought that |
these Bible stories she
could write vivid cameos on|
such subjects as women'’s fash-
jons, brides’ glory boxes, beauty
in-law  relationships,
migrant families’ problems, |
career women, grandparents, the
frustrations of the single woman,

You name it, she has it, and
she seems to understand every |
sort of experience and be able |
to show the relevance of Scrip-
ture to every need.

Running through the book is
revealed her remarkable Bible
knowledge and also her own
deep spiritual commitment. Her
approach is always positive and
healthy, full of practical coxml
mon sense, and threaded with a

great deal of quite dclicious!

humour. No wonder people flock

is to read this book, and
promise you enjoyment.

An additional bonus is the |
poetry that is interspersed |
throughout the book, a hitherto |

we

| unsuspected gift. Perhaps this, | appointing and disturbing.”

more than anything else, reveals |
Mrs Chambers' own character. |
It is something not spoken in the
crowded meeting room, but writ-
ten in the secret places, Conse-

{quently it has a particular mes-
sage 1o

our hearts, that the
hearers only of the Word may

| miss,

We warmly commend this |
book and hope it will not be the |
last from Mrs Chambers' pen,

—EJ.D.

Conference on
literature work

Parish clergy, as well as others
interested in Christian literature,
are invited to attend a Christian |
Literature Cenference which has

| been organised by the Christian | duty. The letter arrived on a day
| when Sydney's temperature soar-

Literature Crusade in Sydney. |

The Conference will be held |
on Saturday, February 11, be- |
ginning with a devotional session |
at 10 a.m. and concluding at |
4.30 p.m, Speakers with wide ex- |
perience in various “phases of |
Christian literature work will be
present. |

Of special interest to clergy
will be the 3.30 p.m. workshop |
session dealing with “Preparation
of local Church papers” under
the leadership of the Rev.
Graham Ascough, Director of
the Australian Christian Writers'
Institute, Other sessions  will
deal with writing methods, lay-

overseas work.

Luncheon will be provided.
Registration is $1 and inquiries
should be directed to the Christ-

ian Literature Crusade, 110 Vic- | wheat

h ¢ toria Road, Eastwood (off Her- | be slain .
impression ©of | ring Road), phone 88-3581. The | headlines of the past month as
conference will take place at this | the world becomes more con-
| scious of the needs of India. One

address.

" R TT
Bible exhibition

In connection with the 150th
anniversary of the British and
Foreign Bible Society in Aus-
tralia the parish of All Saints’,
Hunter's Hill (Sydney diocese),
is organising a Bible Exhibition
and Rally to be held on March
9 and 10.

The parish plans to include in
the exhibition numerous interest-
ing old bibles and is anxious to
hear from Church people in
other areas who may have suit-
able editions for exhibition.

No charge will be made for
admission but facilities will be
provided for the receipt of
donations for Bible Society work.

People willing to lend suitable
bibles to the parish are asked to
contact the Rector on 89-2167

past, but up-to-date contempor-

(Sydney).

| able

| tance of the Press to state that

Notes

ROMAN-ANGLICAN TALKS |

In our issue of Ist December |
we noted that the commis-
sion appointed by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to initiate
Anglican-Roman  dialogue did
not include a single Australian.
Members came from England,
Wales, the U.S.A., Canada, Cey-
lon and South Africa. Strange
that the largest Anglican Church |
outside England simply did not
qualify.

The omis-

rather significant

| to hear her. The nex; best thing | sions were noticed oo in other

quarters, The Rev. Michael Hur-
ley is quoted in the London
“Catholic Herald” as saying that
the inclusion of six Englishmen
out of a total of 11 is “dis-|
He |
lamented the omission of a mem- |
ber of the Church of Ireland.

There are theologians of inter- |
national repute in the Australian |
Church and when it comes to
counting heads, we certainly
have the membership numbers.
We can only assume that at the
Jerusalem meeting last year, our
Australian representation allow-
ed itself to be talked out of it.
We forbear to place any other
interpretation upon it.

The first meeting was held at
Gazzarda, Northern Italy, Janu-

|ary 9-13. Mixed marriages seem

to have occupied most of the
agenda. |

DG COLLAR i

The Archbishop of Sydney in |
a circular letter to his clergy
has asked them to wear regularly
a clerical collar when on normal

ed to 91 degrees!

The collar was introducd
from England’s cooler climes less
than 100 years ago.

The Bishop of London has
expressed some preference for
collar and tie. Roman Catholic |
nuns are agitating for more suit- |
dress. The army uniform |
matches the climate, Perhaps |
some clerical agitation is needed.

Collar |
readers |

(Clerical
Union).

Anti-Dog
What do our
think?

INDIA . . . A SPIRITUAL |
PROBLEM |

Hunger .
b Fasting to the|
. .The World must send |
no more cows may |
.Such are the news

India
Famine
death .

is struck, however, by the reluc-

the problem is a spiritual one.
We read of the lack of planning,
insufficient education, the prob-
lem of birth control and of the
Holy Cow, bul nowhere do we
read the bitter truth that the
scourge of India is Hinduism.
Because of the uncertain cur-
rent of Christianity of this coun-
{ry it is not popular to declare
that any religion can be wrong.
Yet it i1s Hinduism that creates
a fatalism to the state of poverty;

while men starve; that allows |
vermin to go unchecked eating
the crops and stores of the|
people because of the belief in |
reincarnation. Many who sup- |
port “Food for India” are not
prepared to give a cent to mis-
sionary work there. To give phy-
sical] food without spiritual food
is pouring water into a bottom-
less pit.

PRESBYTERIANS FIGHT
FOR THE SCRIPTURES

Many conservative laymen of
the Presbyterian Church in the
United States have formed a
committee known as the Prc\hy-'
terian Lay Committee Inc. to|
oppose some of the Modernism |
of the church. At the moment |
the group are paying for adver- |
tisements in over 100 newspapers |

|to oppose the new statement of

beliefs of the church which are
contrary to the Westminster
Confession of 1647, The laymen |
believe the new confession down. |
gredes Scripture  in favour of
human authority. Again the
committee particularly objects to |
the practice of a few individual |
leaders who give pmnuuncc-f
ments on many issues as if they |
spoke for the whole church,

- WILLOCHRA ENLARGED

The diocese of Willochra, will
begin a new era in its chequered
history on 1Ist April next. The
last General Synod agreed to an
alteration in its boundaries and
Adelaide has ceded the Eyre
Peninsula of South Australia and
other areas,

Among other places, Whyalla
and Port Lincoln will now be in
the diocese. The enlarged dio-
cese will consist of 30 parishes
as against the present 12,

It will obviously be a much
more viable diocese but it will
still have difficulties of man-
power, communication, adminis-
tration and finance which no
diocese should have to face.
Bishop Tom Jones and his col-
leagues need the prayers
support of the whole Church.

BIBLE SOCIETIES TALK
WITH VATICAN

Roman Catholic and Protesi |
ant scholars have agreed on
methods for producing a com-
mon Bible. Representatives of the
Secretariat for Promoting Christ-

|
and |

%(‘.:\.l).('.[.’. might fill the bill |ian Unity met here with an ad

of the United
Presiding over

hoc committee
Bible Societies.

REGULARLY o«

| eight

| “Paul

the one-day session were Augus-
tin Cardinal Bea and Dr Laton
E. Holmgren, chairman of the
Bible Societies’ Executive Com
mittee.

Common recommendations on
practical procedures were drawn
up and will be submitted to both
the Holy See and directors of the
Bible Societies.

Recalling that Pope Paul VI
had recently urged his secretariat
to study proposals for a common
Bible, Cardinal Bea said: “It does
not seem an exaggeration to say
that the possibility of our co
operation is one of the most
important developments in con
temporary Christian history.”

Dr Holmgren recalled that in
the early days of the Bible
Society movement as many as
Catholic translations of
Scripture had been sanctioned
and distributed by the British
and Foreign Bible Society in
London, However, he added, “the
bright promise of those early
days was eclipsed by a long
period of mutual misunderstand
ing and mistrust—an eclipse
that has now, praise God, given
way to a bright new dawn.”

Present at the meeting were
Bishop J. G. H. Willebrands,
Father Walter M. Abbott,
Father B. Wambacq and other
biblical scholars, The Bible
Societies were represented by the
Rev. O, Beguin, Dr J. H. Watson
and translation specialists from
Europe and the United States

On January 7 four leaders of
the Methodist Church of Great
Britain signed a document in
Nairobi, Kenya, legally recognis-
ing the independence of the
Methodist Church in Kenya. The
document was delivered to the
Very Rev. Ronald Mnongo, Pre
sident of that Church.

* *

A United Church of Canada
publication, The Observer, has
called upon Pope Paul VI to
make an early decision on birth
control. An editorial entitled
Diddles While Rome
Burns” said that if Roman Catho-
lics were the only ones affected

| by a papal decision, Protestants

might be restrained in their criti-
cism. It held that around the
world Catholic influence hin
dered programs on birth control
Y, . . vast numbers of illiterate,

| hungry, impoverished people who

are Catholic continue to suffer
deprivation because Pope Paul

| hesitates to use the immense pres-

tige of his office to forge a new
moral consensus for the world,”
the Observer charged.

SACRIFICIALLY

Daily the Home Mission Society is
reclaiming human life through the
Diocese of Sydney. Share with us.

@ Charlton Boys' Homes
® Chesalon Parish Nursing
Homes and Nursing

Service
Carramar Maternity
Hostel
Family Service Centre
Chaplaincies to
Hospitals, Courts and
Gaols

@ Assistance to Parishes

that allows the Cow to thrive

HOME MISSION SOCIETY, 511 Kent St., Sydney

For free, friendly and courteous advice on travel anywhere, consult

MITCHELL'S INTERNATIONAL TOURS

Accredited agents for all major Airlines and Shipping Companies, 2 :
Tours Ltd., of London, At no extra cost, our International experts will promptly and efficiently
handle all your travel requirements,

Culwulla Chambers, 67 Castlereagh Street, Syaney. Phone 28-1329
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CLERGYMAN RESIGNS HIS MINISTRY |

clothing whether within church |

[ am writing to tell you that
| have resigned from the mini-
stry of the Church of England.
I'he decision is not one that has

been easily or hurriedly made, |
an |

for the problem has been
acute one for almost three years.
It has confronted me constantly
) studying the Scriptures, It has
ome before me frequently in
discussions with others. It has
been encountered in the reading |
of many a book, It has arisen
constantly in the carrying out of |
sinisterial activities and parish |
esponsibilities.

lhe main burden of con-
cience has been a growing
ywareness of great disparity be- |
ween this Church and the |
churches of the New 1 Lzslun_\cnl;!
isparity between many of 1ts |
ormularies and practices and the
slain word of Scripture. For, in |
rief, I have come to believe that:

a. Hierarchical government of
he Church by :’\rchhishorw,i
Bishops, Synods and committees
. a development contrary to the
Bible, harmful to the spiritual
rowth of the local congrega-
tion, and a hindrance to the
pread of the gospel; and that it
hould be replaced by the auto-
nomy of the local christian com-
munity with its elders, who, to-
other with the advice of those
of its members who minister
he Word, and those whom God
has called to full-time ministries
lsewhere yet retain a relation-
hip to it, are rc\pox_mhlc for the
piritual life, discipline, and wit-
ness of their members,

Distinction
b. The distinction in function
between “clergy” and

“laity” |
though considerably purified in
the Reformed Churches is alien
to the Scriptures, a denial of the
oractical  implications  of the
priesthood of all believers, and
detrimental to the life of the
ordinary christian; and that
while men should be encouraged,
if they possess the gifts, into
ull-time ministiries of apostie
ship, teaching, evangelism etc. |
that they should not be encour-
wed to enter the ministerial
caste” which (usually) alone
\as authority to govern the local
church, preach the Word and |
dminister the sacraments, Such
ministries should be that of a
upporting and sideline nature
n relation to the local congrega-
tion rather than that of a “medi-
itor” between God and the con-|
regation in [these matters. |

¢. Worship should take place |
under the leading of the Spirit |
s christians, some of whom have |
sreater gifts in preaching, teach- |
ing etc. but all of whom h:l\'ci
some contribution to make ]
. hymn, a lesson, a psalm, a
testimony, minister to one an-
other the things of God; and
that such worship when govern-
d by liturgy denies in practice
he present reality, activity, and
ministry of the spirit. g |

d. Baptism is for believers |
nly, and that by immersion
wherever possible, so that its full
significance and purpose be re-
tained; while the Lord's Supper
s meant to be a simple informal
action set in the context of fel-
lowship and an ordinary meal
rather than a separate, sacred,
formal and liturgical “service"
administered by a special class.

e. It is harmfui rather than
helpful for the gospel to baptise,
marry, and bury indiscriminate-
ly; and that only those who have
a living faith in Jesus Christ
and are functioning members of
the local congregation should ex-
perience God's blessing upon
them in these ways.

f. The pomp and vanity of
the world that invaded the
Ohurch of Rome, and which the
Church of England never suffi-
ciently rejected, in the form of
special (and sometimes ostenta-
tious) titles of address for its
various  officials, distinctive

| things.

| or without for its ministers, or-
| nate and costly buildings
worship and for other activities,
is a dishonour to Christ who
desires that His glory be shared
other way than in the

| no ¢
of these in whom He

lives
dwells.
g Apart from meeting for
worship/fellowship the activities
of christians should be concen-

| trated not at the “church” in an

attempt to draw the world into
it, but in the world as Christ
has commanded them in the
commission to take Him to it;

| and that their time, their energy,

their witness, their money, and
their prayer be directed there
where it is most greatly needed
so that the basic breakdown of
communication between  the
Church and the world could be
overcome, and the gospel pro-
claimed more freely and effect-
ively than in any other way,
Basically, all these spring from
the conviction that the Spirit has
revealed in the New Testament
how He wishes us to govern our
churches, conduct our ministries,
exercise our spiritual gifts, order
our worship, direct our evangel-

ism that we cannot and must|Cult to subdue one's own heart |

not seek to improve upon this;
and that in any period of his-
tory, and in any country in the
world. His arrangements are best
fitted for the building up of the
christian community, the sprc‘.gd
of the gospel, and the rapid
planting of  self-propagating
churches, For these reasons I
can no longer set aside these
matters as peripheral and sec-
ondary in relation to the main
task of preaching the gospel,
for the churches founded upon

these lines are the most effective |

vessel for the furtherance of the
gospel. Paul saw his task not
only as proclaiming the gospel,
but as founding churches, and
churches of this particular kind;
to follow in his steps in this
respect is not to pursue an im-

possible ideal, but to aim at a|

God intended reality.

Departed

It was not then in 1966 with
its recent legislation in the coun-
try of its birth that the Church
of England first departed 'fml_n
the Bible as the sole authority in
matters of faith and conduct.
That took place from its very
conception when it denied its
right as the standard in these
While these latest
measures have aggravated the
problem in my own conscience,
they have not been the
reason for the present decision.

[ do not think that anyone

who has mnot come to serious |

terms with the actual possibility
of leaving the Church of Eng-
land can ever appreciate the
difficulty in taking the final step.
It has been, from birth, my

spiritual home. I was nurtured |

in it, trained in it, ordained in
it (though, significantly perhaps,
converted and called to the
ministry outside it. I have held
deep affection for it, and con-
tinue to do so for those within
it. It is no casy step to leave
behind something with which one
is familiar, for which one has
had great regard, and to which
one owes considerable debt; not
to speak of the friends made
within it, and the possible mis-
understanding, bewilderment, and
sense of betrayal that may result.
Yet we cannot guide our lives
by reference to past or present
attachments (whether personal or
denominational), the opinions
and reactions of others, the pos-
sibilities of influence and
ministry, the calculations of con-
sequences and results, but only
by the word of Christ.

In the words of Martin Luther
who himself said: “T see some-
thing which the blessed Augus-
tine saw not, and those that

for !

basic |

come after me will see that
which I see not" it comes to
| this: “I am to adhere to Christ
alone: He has taught me neither
too much nor too little . ., . If
anyone wishes to teach me any-
thing new . . . I must say to
him; I will not believe it . . . For
anything that goes above and
beyond the man that is called
Christ is not genuine No
one will believe how great an
| ordeal it is, and how severe a
[shock, when a person first
| realises that he must teach and
believe contrary to the fathers,
especially when he sees that so
‘m:m_\' excellent, intelligent and
Jlu.unul men, yes, the best of
| them, taught thus, and that the
| majority of the people in the
| world shared their views . . . I,
| too, have often experienced this
shock. But in spite of all this,
that one Man, my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, must have
greater weight with me than all
\mc holiest people on earth put
| together It is truly diffi-

| in these matters, to deviate from
| the people who are so highly
| respected and who bear such a
holy name — indeed from the
Church herself — and no longer
to have confidence and faith in |
the Church’s teaching. Every- |
body is hesitant about doing this
and will not do it even today
. . . But take hold of Christ . . .
You must judge everything solely |
in the words of Christ , , . For
it is written: ‘Listen to Him.'” |
ROBERT BANKS,
35 Eltisley Ave.,

] Cambridge, England. |

On going to ‘
England

I write to assist others—clergy |
in particular, who may be think- |
|ing of a trip to Europe for
| general experience. What 1 found |
on the other side of the equator, |
others may not have found —
but then again, others may in the
future.

For many years, it

my desire to see “Mother Eng-
land,” and  especially since
ordination, to see the land and
Church from where our past|
history eventuates, It was for |
general experience, that my wife |
{and 1 set off from Australia two
| years ago, after a two-year cur-
acy in the diocese of 'I‘;mn;miu.i
We sold our furniture and car— |
|‘JH per cent of personal posses- |
| sions to make the trip financial-
ly possible, and often since, have
wondered if it has been
it?

My original intention, was to |
join the staff of an evangelical |
| parish — in or near London. One
contact was in the south-east of
London, and several letters with |
the incumbent prior to our sail- |
ing had been written. One prob-
lem in such a trip is the inability
to have a personal interview be-
fore leaving. The first eight
months in England, and in this
parish was an experience 1 would
not wish on anyone.

The way opened to study at
St. Augustine’s College, Canter-
bury — the Central College of
the Anglican Communion.
Clergy from all over the world,
come for an academic year (or |
one term) of study and reading.
Living and working with 30

has been 1

worth |

WOOD COFFILL FUNERALS

— Phones —
Metropolitan (All
Branches) 80-0396

ba — K ba 41

Australi

History sought

1 the foundation stone of the first

[so that a suitably illustrated | Testament — note the

|in 1945 that

Letters to the Editor

clergy from 14 countries is an|bad lately died in England, it
| experience never to be forgotten. | seemed that everyone in Sydney

[The profitable experience of | supposed that I had an annual
working on a thesis and cS\.'lyxlllichc, But 1 noticed that some

| of at least 30,000 words for lhc} - and this also at my local

| College diploma, is also some-|church — always voiced seasonal

Ilhmg to be remembered. As one | greetings as ap aside while

| of the graduates of the Central |engaged in converation with
College, I am glad to hold its | someone else.
diploma, and to have been asso-| But that did net prevent my

|50 et e A, | S, &S e B

@ 4 ahar i | contribute toward the usual festi-

| has not supported it financially | vities organised by the Church.
more than it has. Taking 20 years as a reasonable
In conclusion, I would say to | statistic on which to base a prem-
any clergyman contemplating a|ise, I can but conclude that at
trip to England for a period of | Christmas time in the Christian
| experience, to make very sure of | home it is not considered neces-

| & position in a parish, if this is|sary or desirable to entertain a

"[Ihlc' intention of going overseas. | stranger.

{ s 15 not ¢ at easy 13 . . 3
miles ];n\n;n'[‘ ;lllulr"n“:\tg‘r\:\(l\:}‘ljl? And what impression has this
: L% v B made on the non-Christian on-

| in doing parish work in Europe | |ooker?

in a few isolated cases, but for] REGULAR CHURCHGOER.

the average Australian, the right
| position is not very easy to find. |
| Stipend received for Sunday duty | ““An arrested
| 18 very poor indeed, and in fact, 1 ”
|u married man can hardly li\‘cinefomatlon
on the salary paid to an assistant I have noted with interest the
in a parish — whether licensed | reactions to my article “An
or with “permission to officiate.” | Arrested Reformation?”
| The wife usually has to find| It would seem that the facts
| part-time work. |of history with regard to the
I hope that this may be of | theological stance of the English
some help to any thinking of | Reformation are still obscure to
going overseas. many. May I draw brief atten-
(Rev.) REX P. UPTON, | tion to a few matters?
Lendon, England, 1. Cranmer (also the other
Edwardian Reformers) was not
theologically Romish, Anabaptist
or Lutheran. He arrived at the
only other general theological
position — the Reformed. Note,
| among other things, his offer of
|an English see to John Knox.
church, 2. In any case, except on the
In trying to compile a detailed | question of the sacraments, the
[ history of the parish we have | closest doctrinal unity existed be-
been hampered by lack of rele- | tween all the orthodox reforma-
vant information and, particular- | tion churches.
ly, photographs. We would be| 3. Episcopacy was retained for
very grateful if former Mosman | non-theological reasons. Had the
residents who were parishioners | English reformers anticipated
of St. Clement’s during the first | the later Sacre mentalist aetiology
forty years could let us have|they may well have reconsidered.
information which may be help-| The 1552 Ordinal implicitly
ful and, particularly, photographs | acknowledged the identity of
of the early history of the parish, | priests and bisiops in the New
use of
book may be published. | Acts 20 and I Timothy 3 in the

(Ald) E. A, ELDRIDGE, | Ordering of Priests,” and of I
ot " lmothy 3 in the “Consecrating

g T 4 f Bishops.”
St. Clement’s Historical & I\“‘;l; \ Wieattiitnaiie dlvin
Committee, 4. All the Westminster divines,

|except a small representation
Your Church?

from the Scots General
Assembly, were Anglicans,
Last month I had the first| xllhmrl 'n:_;;\m .‘;"‘k '\‘:_’[;."?I .'\" '!;‘\li:c
Christmas dinner for 20 years, | ¢ 'HIrty-nine DRSS, o
It was after my Mother’s dea . i
ey l:‘hn:’\‘ general theological position, but
o *|only to their convictions on
whom had long-standing arrange- g 2
> 5. A number of verbatim
ments, | 8 e .
echoes of the Thirty-nine
;ulhcfcnl of a church wh_crc I{ minster Confession: and a com-
knew many of the members, "“‘ll‘p;mln’c reading will disclose
s 8 |
Christmas Day a present for the | ment, Anyone must admit that
family which would give me an| the latter is superior in compre-
But I always brought it home | definition, whatever defects it
again, | may otherwise contain.
known that my only near relative ' Newtown.

In August, 1967, this parish
will be celebrating the 80th
anniversary since the laying of

copalian,” etc., refers not to their
Sydney circle of friends, all m" church polity.

For some time I was anfarticles remain in the West-
for years I took with me on|iheir essential doctrinal agree-
invitation for part of the day.|hensiveness and sharpness of

Although it was generally | "il\"'A' McINTOSH.

Counsellor Training Course

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
MARRIAGE GUIDANCE CENTRE

Applications are invited from persons wishing to be trained
for Marriage Guidance Counselling. Applicants must be be-
tween the ages of 30 years and 50 years and have an active
church affiliation. Applications close 15th March, 1967. Tele-
phone 61-3946 or 61-3214 for further information.
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POSITIONS I
VACANT ‘

VACANCY-—~ORGANIST—The Garrison
Church, Holy Trinity, Miller's Point,
Two Sunday Services and Weddings.
Apply for detalls to the Rector, Ph,
(Sydney exchange) 27-2664

TYPISTE—RECEPTIONIST, 20-25 vears
Varied and Interesting work for ex-
perienced typiste, SO w.p.m, Ability to
meet people handle enquiries.
Active Church worker essential — S.U
member _ preferred Apply  Scripture
Union, 26-6161, Mr L. Hutton
appointment

for

ATTENTION MOTOR MECHANICS

DOES YOUR JOB OFFER YOU THE

OPPORTUNITY OF ADVANCEMENT

AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS YoOu
DESIRE?

the services of a fully |
qualified motor mechanic with good
general experience for our Newtown
branch. Position offers opportunity to
advance to Manager with corresponding
wage increases. We also have a vacancy
for an APPRENTICE.

ARE YOU CAPABLE, KEEN AND
WILLING? Why not Phone (Sydney
exchange) 51-6295 or B84-4677 for
further details or write to ‘‘Mechanic
C A.CR

We require

ORGANIST /CHOIRMASTER, Church

St, Philip, Church Hill, Sydney. Goo
facilities for experienced person
student with ability. Student choir
male preferred. Renumeration approx
$1,000 p.a. Commence duties, April 1
1967 Apply in writing, Archdeacon
C. A, Goodwin, St. Philips Rec
Sydney

Holiday
Accommodation

BLACKHEATH,
All conveniences, hone
(Sydney exchange).

furmsnepo. clean cottage.
n

631-3592 |

KOOROORA, Avallable
conferences, Friday to Saturday |
night on short weekends. Maximum 60
minimum 20. Mona Street, Mona Vale
99-2341 (Sydney Exchange).

CAMP
camps,

WYKEHURST GUEST HOUSE
For an enjoyable holiday in
Christian  atmosphere, *Good
Food. H. and C, water .in bed-
rooms. House-parties taken.
Mr and Mrs H, Bartrop,

219 Katoomba Street,
KATOOMBA.

“METROPOLE"”
TEMPERANCE HOTEL
KATOOMBA
*

and Breakfast,
HEARNE

Board or Bed
and F. M.,
Phone 20,

Full
K. L.

Classified advertisements should

to THE AUSTRALIAN

511 KENT

They should

6d per word,

Replles may be ad-

dressed to a Box Number on pay-

ment of an additional 1/ to cover

the cost of forwarding replies to

the advertiser, Recelpts will not be

forwarded unless requested and such

requests should be accompanied by
1)

WATCH OUR
CLASSIFIEDS

It
Pays!

VAW WY YWY

| Lampre,

POSITIONS
WANTED

MOTHER'S HELP wants llve.In position,
qu‘Rcv. Rex Meyer, 82-0601 (week-
days).

WOMAN, w. domestic position In
school or Institution. Live out, Ring
Rev. Rex Meyer, 82.0601 (weekdays).

PART-TIME housework Active, willing
women Rin Rev. Rex Meyer,
82-0601 (weekdays).

VAAAAAAAAAAN

VAN

LIBRARIES
PURCHASED

SCRIPTURE UNION

BOOKSHOP
239 Elizabeth St., Sydney
26-6161

| THINKING

FOR SALE: Bp, Barry's Teacher's Prayer
0 Good condition $2.  Apply
Office.

ook
A.C.R.

NATIONAL Tape Recorder
Spe 2 cnannel, 4 track

RS-7558
provision
stereo speakers, Perfect order, £8
Phone Mr Marshall 31-0501 (Sydnye)
ELIZABETHAN, popular 400 tape re-
corder 4-track excellent condition
£30. Phone Mr Marshall, 31-0501

ACR DONATIONS

The Board of Management of “The
Australian Church Record” wishes to
thank the following readers for their
donations:

R. G. Kehver,
ington, $2.50: Mr |
Mrs F. H. B
Mrs H. Parkin-
$1.50: Miss
H, Wynd-

2; Misses |
Richard-

for | §

N. Thompsor
); Mrs F
$5: Mr

ford, $10; Mr 1
$10; Mr R
B, Wilson
7.50; Mrs

| FURNITURE
A R -

| WANTED
C.of E

WORK WANTED

OF FAINTING? Ring
$3-5375 (Sydney Exchange) for quote
Work cleanly and properly done any
where. Clive Freestone, 8 Karne
Street, Narwee, N.S

REMOVALISTS.

THOMAS, PARRAMATTA
Local—Country—Interstate
STORE WITH THOMAS

635.6688
MOVE AND
. large or small Jobs
licensed contrac-
exchange),

ELECTRICAL work
Contact David Wolfe,
tor, Ph, S53-5581 (Sydney
Specialising 1n churches,

SECOND-HAND THEOLOGICAL BOOKS
( t. Quotes given. C.M.S. Book-

93 Bathurst Street, Sydney

100 m
Bible C
1 Sy

ore students to enr

lectures
dence anywhere
Registrar, P
NS W

WANTED To Bu B.C.P. In Greek. Re
ply Box 206, c/- The Church Record

Urge:
ost. Any reasonable
0 ng tone is right

needed for an inter-denomina-
studio providing facl-

ristian ventures Appear-

greatly important

t Please ring B3
6129 (Sydney)

APPEALS

HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution),
EVERSLEIGH,
274 Addison Road, Petersham.

NERINGAH,
Avenue, Wahroonga,

Neringah

GREENWICH,
River Road, Greenwich.

The largest Hospital of its
kind in the State admitting
terminal or advanced chronically
ill patients of any age, nation-
ality or religious faith,

Accommodation for 300

. | patients,

M. Mansly, §2

Anon Anor
n, $2

wv. B. Richa

Howlett,
Anon $4:

Mrs A. R. Turnbull, $2

Goldney, $6; R. D. Newland

Bishop, $5: Rev. G. Clarke,

$2; Mr Rowland, $5: Mrs G, E. Wat-
Rev, R. E. Lamb, $3; Miss
ffer, $2: Rev. D. J. Auchter |

¢ Kilpatrick, $3: Mr
and Mrs Woolcott, $2; Deaconess M.
Fuller, $2: Mr E. Rock, $4; Mr A,
$5; Miss E. S. Haigh, $550;
Mr H. Shaw $0c; Rev., W, Hayward,
$5; Anon., 50c; Mrs O, Quee, $5; Mrs
W. J. Cracknell, $1.50; Rev. J. Mills
2; Mrs D, Knox, $3.40; Archdeacon
H, G. S. Begbie, $4: Mr R. G, S
Glanville $2.50; Mrs E. V. Tress, $2:
Mr T. Hibberd. $10; Rev. T. Hayman,
$3; Dr ). Cameron, $1; Mrs B, Har-
mer, $2; Miss M, A Littleton, $1.50;
Mr T. L. Evans, $4: Miss M. Stephens,
$2; Mr L. Craig, $20; Mr W, 8. Gee,
$2.50: Anon., $2; J. R, Noble, $34; N,
A. E. Long, $2; Mrs Moores, $2; Rev.
F. Hanson, $2; Mr H, O. Appleby, $2;
Rev. T, Knox, §2; J, Schatz, $§5; Mr
J. O'Connor, $5: Rev . S. Kemp,
$1.50; Mr F. Willis, $1.05; Mmrs M,
Dixon, $2; R, Gresson, $2; Miss D
Blackmore, $2; Mr D. Marshall, §1.50;
Miss J. Merrill $2,50; Mr A, T, Shaw,
$2,50; Mr W W, Rowland, $1.50; Mrs
L. Abrahams, S0¢c; Mr V. W, J. Austin,
$2; Miss H. Parkinson, $4: Mr E, R.

lonie, $5 Mr R

Your help is urgently nceded
for the immediate and future
needs of the Hospital,

It is proposed to establish a
100-bed Hospital at Mona Vale
when sufficient funds are avail-
able.

All donations over $2 are
allowable deductions for income
tax purposes,

PLEASE REMEMBER THE

HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL,
For further information, phone
or write to:
The Chief Administrative Officer,
Box 95, Post Office,
Petersham.

56-5621. 56-8871,

We_can |
0-1667 or

Furniture Removals
and Storage

G & C DREW Pty Ltd

66 Smith’s Avenue,
Hurstville
Local, Country and Interstate
Removals
Write or phone 50-8366
After hours 53.7377

Lowe, $3; M. A, Taylor, $2,

PERTH LAYMA
ON SHORTAGE

N Anglican lay reader
in the diocese of Perth
| has come out with a strong
attack on conditions within
the Church of England,
particularly in relation to
its ministers,

Mr Edward Sinden, secretary
of the Perth Diocesan Lay
Readers’ Guild, claimed many
parish ministers were disillusion-
ed men who had lost their
| evangelistic fervour but still
| clung desperately to an outdated
| prestige  within their shrinking
congregations,

Mr Sinden, economics lecturer
at Perth Technical College and
a licensed lay reader for eight
| years, was commenting on the
lack of recruits for the John
Wollaston Theological College
at  Mt, Claremont. Student
numbers at the college will fall
from 13 in 1966 to 9 this year.

Convention
at Manly

The fifteenth Auvstralia Day

Convention for the Deepening of
the Spiritual Life will be held
at St. Matthew's, Manly, N.S.W,,
on January 30,
; The theme of the Convention
is “Our Glorious Lord” and
sessions will be held beginning
at 230 pm, 430 pm, and
7.30 p.m. ‘
| Speakers at the meetings will
| be the Rev. G. C. Bingham,
principal-elect of the Adelaide
| Bible Institute; the Rev, H., C.
| Green, vice-principal of the Syd-
| ney Missionary and Bible Col-
{ lege; and the Rev. K. H. Short,
| General Secretary of C.M.S. in
N.S.W.

i S

Better than expected ‘1

A Jarge Rubber Company
| operating in Malaya is reported
|by its chairman as having a
| greatly increased crop.
|  He says: “These are particu-
| larly satisfactory results because

at one time ¥ was expected that
the introduction of a Sunday day
of rest, on which there would
be no tapping, would dislocate
our cropping routines . . , Partly
as a result of Sunday day of rest

| and the change in tapping sys-|

tems, our costs of production of
| rubber have been reduced slight-
e

Churches’ Christmas Bowl appeal |
raised over $A335,000 for devel-
opment work in Asian countries.
I'his was some $100,000 more
than the total last year, The aid
program includes refugee relief,
the development of natural res-
ources, medical assistance and |
educational work.

N OUTSPOKEN
OF MINISTERS

Mr Sinden has a theological
degree but will not be ordained
“I feel 1 would be wasting my
time under present conditions in
the Church,” he said, adding
that he believed many of the
120 lay readers in the diocese
would agree with him.

However, frustration rather
than money was the reason for
this in Mr Sinden’s view. Much
of the frustration is the fault of
the clergy themselves, he said
“Too many of them refuse to
admit they have lost the edu
cational lead they had over
congregations 50 years ago
Nowadays, their educational
qualifications are little if any
higher than the majority of their
parishioners.”

Frustration

Commenting on Mr Sinden's
remarks the Archbishop of
Perth, the Most Rev. George
Appleton, said that the Church
was not getting the men it need
ed in the ministry. “We of the
clergy must examine ourselves to
see if these forceful comments
are justified.”

The Archbihop added
the lack of recruits was
confined to Western Australia,

The Archbishop went on to
say that more professional men
were volunteeering as honorary
ministers, exercising a “priestly
influence” whiie continuing in
their own occupations.

that
not

concerned. ..

... to see the contin-
ued production of a
Protestant and Evan-
gelical newspaper for
the Church of England?

* * *

An endowment Fund,
administered by  the
Church of England Evan-
gelical Trust (N.S.W.)
helps to ensure the pap-
er's continued production.

FORM OF BEQUEST:

B Ly vdinens Wil o
bequeath to the Church of
England Evangelical Trust
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ment of a Protestant and
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paper the sum of
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A Hopeless Clergyman

JUDGED by today’s standards, the prophet Jeremiah would be a hopeless
clergyman. The Revd. Alan Nichols, Th, Schol,, of Greenacre, N.S.W.,
sustains this theme in this study of the role of Jeremiah to his people in a

very disturbed age.

God can send a nation no | Jeremiah, once commissioned by
greater blessing than to give ‘(im!_ spoke with great boldness
them faithful, sincere, up- |and direciness to the people:
right  ministers; likewise | Behold, I set before you the w ay

of life and the way of death
there can be no greater y
curse than to give them over spoke with boldness: “Woe to
to  blind, unregenerated, |the shepherds who destroy and
carnal and unskilful guides. | scatter the sheep of my pasture.”

Yet in all ages there have been | (23:1),
wolves in sheep’s clothing that| And even to individuals, face
handled the Word of God deceit- | to face, he delivered God's mes-
fully and have led dishonest and | sage: “Listen, Hananiah, the Lord

ven immoral lives. When the | has not sent you, and you have
blind leads the blind, they both | made this people trust in a lie"
fall into the ditch,

I'his was true in Jeremiah's | ED TO HIM. He sat utterly
tlime The false prophets kept | alone and rejected. Even his own
aying to the people “Peace, |friends deserted him: “Denounce
Peace” when there was no basis | him! Denounce him! Say all my
for peace, but rather cause for | familiar friends, watching for my

eat alarm, because the enemy | fall” (20:10).
armies were on the horizon and | The prophet paid a very con-
God was about to judge the |siderable price for his faithful-
nation of Israel for its wicked- | ness to his commission to declare
ness (Jeremiah, chapter 6) God’s Word; not only desertion

Jeremiah stood alone to de-|by his friends—but beaten up

lare God's Word at the time, |and put into stocks (20:2), put
ut hardly anyone stopped to|in prison (32:2), in a miry pit
listen to his warnings. Despite an | (38:6) and finally forced into
initial reluctance to take up the |exile (43:6). The people to whom
work of prophecy (chapter 1),!he preached did not ignore him;

EARN $24.00 PER
WEEK PART TIME

Operating a delivery run in your own
area work only 4 hrs. per week.

*

Must have a reliable car or van plus

$585 (£292/10/) for stock.

*

Suitable for lady or retired person,
can be done outside normal working
hours.

INCOME GUARANTEED

Ring Marketing Company
275 BROADWAY SYDNEY

(21:8) To the false teachers he |

| (28:15). BUT NO ONE LISTI \‘

| they repaid his faithfulness to
God by mockery, opposition and
cruel persecution. It would make
| a nice ending to the story to be
able to say that finally the nation
repented—but  they did not,
None obeyed the Word of the
Lord.

Now it is not fair to put Jere-
miah into the Twentieth Century
and try to calculate whether he
would have made a good parish
clergyman

‘ EFFECTIVE

But it is and
appropriate to ask by what
|standards we should measure
whether Jeremiah's ministry was
effective or not, and by implica-
tion whether any minister of

fair entirely

usual standards, Jeremiah would

ITALIAN TALKS ‘FIRST

Catholic
theologians.

(New York),
and Crisis, liber
Protestant journg
| Reinhold
by John C.
that it is
count from

the

| involvements

and eleven

with

Christianity
al independent
by

il founded

First

the

| be counted a great failure as a | ment of South Africa.

minister.,

® He was very negative
his preaching—always
i‘xl\uul sin and judgment. For ex-
| ample, it was Jeremiah who said
[(17:9):
deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked.”

in

aging—he even said it was no
use praying for the people of
|God: “Do not pr for this
people, or lift up or prayer
for them, and do not intercede
for them” (7:16).

® His ministry was repetitive
—always the same themes of the
honour of God and the sin of
idolatry.

® His ministry was disruptive
~—had the people obeyed, many
{ things would have had to be
,’ch:mgcd to please him.

|
\ FAILURE?

|

smaller, and he had no fan club;
|the leaders and the common

people refused to listen to him.
‘ But did this mean that as far
{as God was concerned, Jeremiah

was a failure? Far from it. God
| expected that people would not

listen, for He knew how many

prophets had been stoned in the
iF‘N‘ and He knew the extent of
{sin in the human heart. Jere-
[ miah’s commission right in the
| beginning was: “See, I have set
[you this day over nations and
(over Kingdoms, to pluck up and
[ to break down, to destroy and to
| overthrow, to build and to plant”
[ (1:10). The foundations of the
{ nation were rotten, and a work

| of destruction had to be carried |
out before the building and the |

planting could go on.

May it not be that a minister
[ today could have much the same
commission from the Lord? May
it not be that the message of sin
and grace and the Cross is just
as unacceptable to the human
heart, and that a man’s ministry
might not appear to be “success-
ful” but is nevertheless faithful
to Scripture?

It is perhaps time to rethink
the standards we ought to use if
we are to judge the effectiveness
of a clergyman’'s ministry in a
parish, Remember Jeremiah. . .

® His congregations became |

An editorial in the November
28 issue said the decision was an
talking | ¢ffort to “strike a blow against
3 vicious institution
apartheid” and “to contribute to
“The heart of man is|the more widespread movement
finan-
cial disengagement (particularly
® His ministry was discour- | American) from South Africa.”

the

toward indust

rial and

JOURNAL ACTS ON
SOUTH AFRICA

Niebuhr, and headed
Bennett, announced
withdrawing its
National
today is having an effective min- | City Bank in New York to pro-
istry I suspect that by today's | test against the bank’s financial
Govern-

ac

of

STEPS T0 UNITY’

The Roman Catholic and representatives of
Anglican churches announced ot Gazzada, ltaly,
on January 12, that they had taken “the first steps
towards restoring full unity.”

This was contained in a joint |
statement issued after three days | the setting up of a special com-
of discussions by the ten Roman | mission for studying the theo-
Anglican | logy of marriage and its appli-

They said they recommended

| cation to mixed marriages.

| A free and frank discussion
| had taken place on “such sub-
|Jects as the relation of the
| Church to the Gospel, authority
and comprehensiveness, inter-
communion, and the place of
{the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Christian theology and devo-
won,”

They had made plans for the
detailed examination of certain
1ssues which emerged from these
discussions, and had also de-
cided to make recommendations
for joint action in certain prac-
| tical matters intended to remove
| tension and “promote the grow-
|ing together of Anglicans and
Roman Catholics,”

The Anglican delegates were
headed by the Bishop of Ripon,
Dr John Moorman, and the
Roman Catholics by Bishop Jan
Willebrands, Dutch secretary of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity

' TH.A. CLASS LISTS

‘ THE following Class Lists for the Th.A. examinations
of the Australian College of Theology have been
supplied to us by the Registrar, Canon C. H, Duncan.
The names are listed in order of merit, except where
indicated otherwise.

FIRST CLASS:
ELPHICK, P. ’

LITTLEHOHN M

COLEMAN, A. R., A¢

DRAYTON, E
SMITH, N. G., N
R. J, Riverina: W
Melbourne Novice
RISELEY, V R.,
WARDS

A.,

Adelaid
PARSONS, B

ne

W J. B,

A 4

Adelaide
Bathurst: LU

SALMON, E. A, A

» Bathurst
MITCHELL, F
AS E Al

Adelaide

B. A,
lelaide.

Adelaide;

S
Ball

EBSTER
ANNE,

SH1

Tasmania;
t;  BISSL

PASS:

Can.-Goulb
} Adelaide; HANCOCK
DUNSTER, F. J
HOBBY, P,
N. E Adelaide
KING, J
Brisbane

Arnaud
EUNICE

The |
for 196 is

PRETTY, R, S., Melbourne
R. 1

Wangaratta; A
SMITH C t
W., Sydney; Novice

PASS PART 1

FRASER,
CHINSON, E

(In alphabetical order)

Tasmania;

1., Melbourne

‘ PASS IN PART 11
(In_alphabetical order)

ALAND, E. S., Brisbane; ANTHONY,

| 3. M., B.Sc., Brisban
Exeter; BIGG, J.,
| BRIDGET, Brisbane:

Adelaide
ELS,

AND.
B I

LUCY

HUT-

¢; BEER, W

New Guinea

BUCKMAN,

Novice

D

Riverina
Melbourne:

C., LOAN,
RHODES, P 1

’ at
BURDEN

PLUMB, |

A. WALTON PRIZEWINNER
PATRICIA

B

| MORRISON,

| BUSH, M., Adelaide; DALBY, R, B,

de; DEAN, R G
n.-Goulb.; EV

Nth )d FORD, J.

GUSBERS, P., Melbourne;
I, Adel

. £
NS, D. E,
i.. Sydney;
GILFILLAN,
P. D, B.Sc
J. G., Bathurs
Brisbane;
McCONNELL, J.,
Brisbane; !
ODELL, E.,
W, B,
+ Sydney

bourne

BOLD, S., Melbourae

Qld.; PARR, A. V
ROBINSON, F

M P 4

TU(C oy J.,  Ade

laid WHEELER, C, T., Can.-Goulb.;

WOODING, K, Melbourne,

In Gaberones (capital of the
newly independent country of
Botswana) Anglicans, Metho-
dists, Congregationalists, Presby-
terians and membersof the
Society of Friends have joined
forces to build a new church
which members of all five groups
can use, Dedication services take
place this month and the new
church will be known as Trinity,
Also erected side by side are a
rectory for the rector of Gabe-
rones, the Rev. A, J. Butler, and
{a manse for the Rev. J. D,
Jones of the United Congrega-

G., Adelaide; BURGESS, M. 1., Sydney; | tional Church of South Africa.

CHURCH FURNITURE

Designs and Estimates available on request
Seasoned Timbers in Stock

ERNEST MILLS & SONS PTY. LTD.
108 HARRINGTON STREET, SYDNEY — 27-1849

S;lney Church of England Grammar School for (irls

Day and Boarding Schools; Kindergarten to Matriculation.
Under a Council appointed by Synod.
SYDNEY: Forbes Street, Darlinghurst (Phone 31-3445), MOSS VALE: Suttor Road, Moss Vale
Phone 222 (Moss Vale).
NORTH SYDNEY: “Redlauds,” Military Road, Cremorne (Phone 90-3347).
WOLLONGONG: “Gleniffer Brae,” Hillview Avenue, Keiraville. (Phone B4283 Wollongong).
The school curriculum comprises thorough religious teaching in accordance with principles
The Church of England, with a sound, general education under a thoroughly competent staff,

For full information, apply to The Headmistress of the school desired.
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The Rev. P, C. G, Lane, at|
present Curate of St. Stephen’s,

After more than two years as | Mount Waverley (Melbourne),
assistant Chaplain at Lewisham will be commissioned as Curate
R. C. Hospitals, Deaconess R.|of the Melbourne Diocesan
Short has relinquished her min- | Centre and Priest-in-Charge of
istry there, Holy Trinity, Kensington, on
* * * February 23

Campbell Brown,
PCuraie ai| Elsewhere in
Newcastle, =
Assistant Ausu‘aha
the same Rev, R. L. Maxwell,
Priest at St. Oswald’s,
Diocese of Tasmania,
on December 22
of Rich
the same

N.S.W.

Rev.
Assistant

The
formerly 3
Waratah, Diocese of
has been appointed
Curate at Cardiff, in
diocese.

I'he
Assistant
I'revallyn,
was instituted
as Priest in charge
mond and Risdon, in
diocese

* *
Rev. E. J. McDonald,
Rector of St. Augustine’s, Stan-
more, Diocese of Sydney, is to be
Rector of St. Basil's, Artarmon, &
» same diocese, .
in the same ¢ \\;L * The Bar. €
St. John's
The Rev. K. V. Joyner, senior ;;'l \'Bm'\_‘ b
Assistant Priest at All Saints “i‘lm‘w\\-\ v
Cathedral, Bathurst, will be Rec- s g ko g
tor of Rylstone, in the ’

: same * * *
diocese, as from February. Rev. M. R. H. Norton,
RS *
The Rev.

I'he

* *

C. Moller, Vicar
Pialba, Diocese of
be Rector of St
Gayndah, in the

T'he

. ec smithton, Dio f
Robert Irwin, has Rector of Smithton, Diocese ¢

to be ector  of
been appointed Deacon Assistant g Ry ll:[:‘_
at St. George's Parkes, Diocese e Rev, . A. Parry, to p.,‘.
of I{th:lw * Assistant Curate of St. Luke's,

B Toowoomba, Diocese of Bris-
The p S,
I'he Rev. L. G, Holme b

tant Curate of Mayfield, Diocese * * &
of Newcastle, has been appo nted e Bov. P. Ball, formerly
Assistant (vm :!L: of Hamilton in Chaplain to H M.A.S. Penguin,
the same .I.u.._«\&* & WA appointed Chap-
Leeuwin, Fre-
induction and institution | ¥ * % L e
Hugh Raymond Voss 005 %
Barnabas', Little-
and Wallera-
diocese), took
place on January 20, The service
conducted by Archdeacon :
Mr Voss has return- | p oo Hobart
a period with sirly February
Sudan United Mission * *
s 2 I'he Rev. Arthur Jones,
Victoria ppointed Deacon Ass
Rev, Canon Leon Morris, ot He rinity, Orange, Diocese
of Ridley College, Mel- | of Ba t

honoured

Assis-

The
of the Rev.
as rector of dt
ton with Hartley
wang (Svdney

. J. Grimmett, Rec
, Diocese of Tas-
of the

athedral,

to the

as from

was
Fillingham
ed to Sydney after
the

I'he
principal
bourne, has been
the University of Melbou
The degree of Master of Scien
was conferred upon him at .
conferring of d ses in Decem-

Jast. The same defiree w
Eden,
Hall,

* * *
Canon H, A. Jerrim, of St
I 1 Diocese of

s from Febr
*

The Rev.

Bishop Donald Baker, one
time Bishop of Bendigo and

f Ridley Coll \
of Ridley i Johnson, who

be Vic
ling, Dio
from Fet

*
Rev, D.

overseas, to

1905 and pries *
1906 by the Archbist f Syd

Canon Stanley Bruce Rosier,
ney ;

of Kellerberin (Perth) has
elected as Assist B

the diocese of Pe

* * *

The Rev, D. B. Clayden,
Priest-in-charge of Bealiba, Dio
cese of St A institu
ted on Decer Rector
of Sea Lake

*

I'he Rev. S. C. Davis
of Donald, Diocese of St
aud, to be Registrar of the
cese of St. Arnaud and C
of Christ Church Cathedral

The Rev. E. D. Sorrensen,
Chaplain to the Austin Hospital,
Melbourne, has been appointed
Chaplain to the Bendigo Base
Hospital, as from January 1.

* *

a coadjutor bishop in .
Bishop Brian Mac.
donald, Canon Rosier was born
in 1928, He was awarded a
Rhodes Scholarship in 1950 and
st d theology at Oxfo
wluating with  first-class  he
It is expected that he \'l”

already
diocese,

Rector
Arn

Dio

anon

rs
be consecrated in
March.

* * *
Rev. D, E. Laver,
Mary's, Wondai, Diocese
to be Vicar of St
Sunnybank, in
as from February

The
of St
of Brisbane,
Barnabas’,
[same diocese,

*

The Rev. R. W, 8. Collie, at
present Vicar of St. Bartholo- | ™ &% & *
mew's, Ferntree Gully, will be| 1.
inducted to the Parish of St.|.... Lhccn reporied from Ade-
:\!‘urk s, Forest Hill, on February fl:‘nidc diocess: The Rev.
Connell,
lvincoln.

following resignations

* *

The Rev. W, V., L. 3
Vicar of St. Hillary's, Kew, ha\ .
been appointed Rural Dean nf”m Re'
Heidelberg, replacing Canon R. |
M. H. Hudson, who has resigned Continued at foot of
from this position. J next column. |
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as from January 31, to

i of Kuching;
William West, mission
chaplain, Tea Tree Gully Mis- |

February or|
Vicar |

the |

Neville |
assistant curate at Port |
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LAYMAN S LOOK

—at Miracles and 1967.

years since C. S,
greatest  Christian
the century publish
and a little over 10
I have

It is 20

| Lewis, the
.lpolo_m\l of
“Miracles,”
years since 1 first read it,
just read it again,
feeling, specially in the conclud-
ing chapters, that the writer must

and with the |

have been endowed with advance |

knowledge of the
mate of 1966-67.
|  What C. S. Lewis understood
[s0 completely was how the
human mind turns from the idea
of a transcendant, miracle-work
ing God, choosing rather “The
emergent God"—a product of
developing human consciousness,
which, being newer, must be
higher and better. This kind of
religion is congenial to the mind,
not because it is the final stage,
as he thinks of a slow process
of enlightenment, but because it
as man, In each age
man has made a god in his own
image. This is the permanent
bent of the human mind,

Its effect has varied with the
spirit of the age but by and
large it has been to reduce the
Creator, the transcendant Holy
God, absolute, demanding,
1 - working, the Judge,
Hunter, to something of

First service
recalled

One hundred and seventy-nine
ears ago, on Sunday, February
, the Rev, Richard John-
apl to the hw Fleet,
conducted the I|vn Christian ser
ice on Austra
This event \\yH P\ commem-
by an interdenomir
service in St. Pl
Hill, Svdney, ¢ Sun-
. February 5, at 3 p.m
nt at this service will be
members of the Feder and
State Parliaments, the Svdney
City Cc 1 and historical
socienies present wi he
Protestant
tions and of the Ortho-
dox Church. Father Kelly, parish
priest of St. Pat Church
Hill | Cardinal
Gilrov

is as old

le

King,

orated
tional

Also

leaders of other

rick’s
represent
> preacher for the
¢ H shop A

part will

Moir and

1on, as from February 11
¢ Rev. Malcolm Lindsay,
Mary Magdalene’s,

uary 28, to

ibency of the

arat Ballarat

Overseas

Dr H. R. Gough, formerly
Archbishop of Sydney, has
accepted nomination as Rector
of Fresh Ford, Bath
and Wells,
I'he parish is in the gift of

| the Simeon Trustees. Dr Gough
will be inducted on April 17.
* *

Bishop Rajah B.
internationally  known
Indian churchman, will
the new post of
| director of the Secretariat of the
| Federation of Evangelical Luth-

diocese of
England

Manikam,
veteran
assume

religious cli- |

promotional |

| eran Churches in India in Jan- |

|vary upon consecrating his suc-
cessor as head of the Tamil
Lutheran Church.
k2 ¥ ¥

The Dean of St. Paul's Cathe-
dral, London, the Very Rev. W,

Matthews, has tendered his
| resignation o H.M. The Queen.
| The Dean, who is 85, succeeded
Dean Inge at the cathedral.

!
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a manageable size—call him |
what you will. The “ground of |
our being” must have evoked a
wry smile from C, S. Lewis. \

Commenting on the Ascension
of Christ and the Gospel writer's |
description of His “going up,” |
Lewis quips “a disappearance
into the earth would beget a
wholly different religion.,” All
this 20 years ago. I wonder if |
any of the “New Theologians”
ever read “Miracles™?

As we contemplated
mas, one of the
of all events, the birth of a
baby, did we forget that this |
ostensibly simple event in his
tory clothed the grand miracle
to which all history had been
leading, and from which all sub
sequent their real |
significance?

I'he Resurrection
Ascension remind us
Christianity is
miraculous, It
gions has
sinews an

|
at Christ-
most natural

February 9: February 2
February 23: February 16

AID TO
i oone of all e FLORENCE

ordered fabric of Italy’s Protestant
miraculous events, related, cre-|is mobilising its full resourc
dible and historical, Take these | to provide disaster relief to th
away and there is nothing left flood-eroded city of Florence,
Some theologians and prea- Pastor Mario Shaffi, presider
chers, bishops, professors and |of the Federal Council of Pro
teachers in many places are doing | testant Churches in Italy, ha
this today. No wonder their god | reported that more than 40 Pro
is dead, or reduced to an indis- | testant familics had Jost every
tinguishable cipher thing in the floodwaters. T'wenty
In this theological climate is|Shops owned by Protestants wer
it any wonder that the Church | totally destroyed.
ceases to be relevant, as we are Methodist, Baptist, Brethren
frequently told?  Christianity, | and Waldensian church building
robbed of its miraculous distinc- | Were extensively damaged. Hard
est hit was the Methodist build

tiveness becomes another socio-
logical movement, requiring con- | ing, where waters stood between

stant adjustment of its ideas and | four and five meters deep. Water
to the current patterns | rose over two meters in th
of a changing world if it is not | chapel of the Baptist Church,

to be outdated

events derive

and the
again that
a religion of the |

communit

values

I'he Ecumenical Patriarc
Athenagoras I, head of the Patri
archate of Constantinople, has
stated that he hopes to be able
to visit Pope Paul VI in Rome in
order to continue the discussion
begun in Jerusalem in 1964
during the Pope’s visit to the
Holy Land.

I'he Gospel of Christ, given,
miraculous, supernatural, is the
power of God for salvation, al-
ways relevant to man's real need,
and though the world’s judgment
of values will never recognise
that any man may come
to know its truth.
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TOTO VISITS NEW GUINEA

"INTEMPERATE ATTACK"
DEPLORED BY PRIMATE

HE Archbishop of Bris-
bane and Primate of

Australia has had what
appears to be the last say
in the controversy begun
by Bishop Luxton. The fol-
lowing letter appeared in
the London “Church
Times” in January.

Sir, — The criticism reported
in your issue of December 9 of
the “sectarian diocese of Sydney”

y the Bishop of Huron, Can-
wla, the Right Rev. George Lux-
on, and which was lhc subjcm
f your lcadmg article, “Partisan
Diocese,” was, 1 fo.lx neither
timely nor helpful.

Many Australian Churchmen
from outside the diocese of Syd-
ney, as well as within, join me
n deeply regretting and deplor-
ng that Bishop Luxton, so soon
ifter his short visit to Australia,
should have chosen to make this
wounding and intemperate attack
ipon the diocese of Sydney. To
many of us it is the more sur-
prising, for representatives of the
liocese of Sydney went out of
their way to assist Bishop Lux-
on in arranging his itinerary for
his short private visit, and freely
cave of their time and experi-
ence.

This is no new thing, for, what-
ever  “parrowness” may mark
Sydney Churchmanship, the dio-
cese has ever held out the hand
of fellowship to visitors from
other parts of the Anglican Com-
munion, as well as extending a
vmnderfully warm welcome and
hospitality to representatives of
other Australian dioceses who
meet there every four years for
General Synod, as well as on
other occasions, and this spirit

of practical friendship and fel-
lowship means much to the
whole Australian Church,

Honoured guest

On hearing from representa-
tives of the diocese of Sydney
of a forthcoming visit of Bishop
Luxton to Australia, I felt 1t
right (then as Acting Primate)
to ask him to be the preacher at
the opening service of our Gen-
eral Synod. We rejoiced to have
him as such, and to regard him
as an honoured guest and as a
representative of the Canadian
Church at the opening session
of the General Synod, though he
was not able to be present at
any of the subsequent sessions.

That Sydney is very definitely
an Evangelical diocese is known
the world over. Nevertheless,
under its former Archbishop and
Primate, Archbishop Gough, it
shed much of the spirit of in-
tolerance to others which may
have marked, and did in fact
mark, its life to some extent
years ago. Sincg the passing
of the new constitution it has
shown a real desire to work in
harmony with the rest of
the Church in Australia, and is
indeed very much an in-
tegral part of our now national
Church.

It seems that Bishop Luxton,
aftcr criticising the diocese for
its “sectarian and sectional views
of Anglicanism,” went on to
say: “General Svnod will become
a more effective national instru-
ment when the Church in the
Commonwealth finds that unity
in diversity is at the heart of
Anglicanism.,

One of the main pleas of my
charge at the General Synod in
my opening address was that we
might endeavour to achieve unity
in diversity. All who took part

° Durmg the first week in
January Ossie Emery and Clif-
ford Warne of Pilgrim Pro-
ductions visited New Guinea
to produce film materials for
the Australian Board of
Missions, the Bible Society
and the Church of England
Television Society.

They were accompanied by
Toto the monkey, the star of
the C.E.T.S. children’s pro-
gram “Between You Me And
The Hippopotamus” which is
seen each Wednesday after-
noon on ATN 7 Sydney and
has also been telecast in Ade-
laide, Melbourne, Mount
Gambier, Orange, Brisbane
and Rockhampton.

Although Toto is really a
puppet who comes alive
through the hands and voice of
Clifford Warne, the Papuan
children regard him as a live
monkey and were most sur-
prised when he spoke to them,
especially when he used their
language, Children and Toto
will be seen during 1967 in
C.E.T.S. programes on 7.

Canon’s outburst:

BIBLE PASSAGE
“BLASPHEMOUS
NONSENSE”

THE Cathedral of Southwark, just across the
bridge on the Thames south bank, was the
scene and the occasion was Evensong on the
Wednesday before Advent late last year. The
main actor was the Yice-Provost and Canon-in-
residence, John Pearce-Higgins.

The second lesson set in
the lectionary was Dbrief,
Revelation 2:20-23.

Canon Pearce-Higgins went to
the lectern and announced to the
15 choir boys and the handful
of adults present that this lesson
was “A blasphemous piece of
nonsense” and in its place he
read some writings of George
Bernard Shaw and others on
capital punishment.

It is not known which of the
choirboys or few adults present
rang the Press with this extra-
ordinary piece of information. It
certainly hit the headlines of the |

lEnglish Press and of the church |

Press too. To date, not a single |
letter in the church Press had
a word to say in Canon Pearce-
Higgins' defence.

The revulsion of Christians
to this utterance in a cathedral
was made evident and below are
three typical letters. The first
two are from the Church Times
and the third is from the Church
of England Newspaper.

‘DISGRACEFUL’

IR, —If there is any authority |

left in the Church of Eng-
land, Canon Pearce-Higgins des-
erves to be called to account for
his disgraceful remarks about
the lesson from Revelation ii for |
the Wednesday before Advent, |
which he stigmatised as
“blasphemous  nonsense” an
for which he substituted a catena
of quotations about capital pun-
ishment from Shaw, Bright and
Thackeray.
The “blasphemous nonsense” is

in the subsequent sessions of the
General Synod last September are
agreed that this was apparent to
a fuller degree than we had ever
known before.

I have myself no doubt of
the goodwill of the Sydney dio-
cese and of its present Arch-
bishop, the Most Rev. Marcus
Loane, in conlmumg in this
spirit. Since I became Primate I
could not have had more help-
ful co-operation than that which
I have received from the Arch-
bishop and diocese of Sydney.
My hope is that such criticism
as Bishop Luxton has seen fit
to rmke w1l.l not set this back

in any w:
PHIL[P BRISBANE,

Primate of Australia.
Bishopsbourne, Eldernell

Avenue, Hamilton, Queensland.

more applicable to the Canon’s
remarks than to the letters to
the Seven Churches, which pre-
sent a picture of religion that is
still true,

The contemporary Church
has its weak and strong points,
and in particular is sorely vexed
by false doctrine proceeding not
50 much from without as within,

He must be very ill-informed
about the scriptures in which he
professed to believe unfeignedly
at his ordination if he really
imagines the passage is con-
cerned with a Turkish prostitute.

Adultery was a common Old
Testament metaphor for false
teaching, and the prophetess at
Thyateria had infected the jocal
church with Jewish or Gnostic
teachings as Jezebel influenced
Ahab to go after false gods.

Perhaps Canon Poarcc -Higgins

| felt subconsciously that Thy-
| ateira resembled Southwark and
“the deep things of Satan” South
Bank religion; he may also have
been thinking that the recent
sex and morality report “taught
and seduced men to commit for-
| nication” and hence altered the
lesson,

W. H. BLYTH MARTIN,

The Vicarage, Regent Street,

Long Eaton,
Nottingham.

IR, — What next can we

expect from the diocese of
Southwark?

My prayerbook orders that
[the first and second lessons to
|be read at Morning and Even-
| ing Prayer shall be taken from
‘lhg Old and New Testaments
| respectively. I cannot remember
| being taught that the writings of
‘Shm Bright and Thackeray are
Monmn«.‘d within the canon of
Holy Scripture,

If I were a parish priest in the
diocese of Southwark, presum-
ably I would be allowed to read
Noddy Stories instead of the
|epistle at the sung Mass;
|and perhaps, instead of the
gospel, a chapter from George
Orwell's Animal Farm. The for-
mer would be suitable for child-
ren, and the latter for teenagers.

We hear a lot about Honest
[to God. I suggest that those
| Southwark brethren who dis-
like reading Holy Scripture be
| honest to God and get out of
| the Church of England,

E. JOHN GREEN,
The Vicarage, Ellistown,
Leicester.

DIGNITARY

IR, — T recently took the

opportunity of asking a
church dignitary how he himself
would have acted following the
| incident in one of our cathedrals
recently — when the Canon in
residence declined to read the
New Testament lesson.

Your readers will recall that,
according to the Press, the
Canon described the passage —
a part of the Book of Revelation
as a piece of blasphemous rub-
bish, and in its place he quoted
.ss?lrnc writings of George Bernard

I quote the words of the dig-
nitary I asked. He said,
“The next day he would receiv‘e
notification from the diocesan
legal officer informing him that

Cont. on page 3




