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Sydney.

The Bible has always
exercised a most powerful
influence on the Christian
Church, This is not simply
because it contains the ex-
periences of godly men and
women over a vast expanse
of time but because it re-
cords the movement of God
to man—it is the record of
the revelation of the living
God to mankind,

Some people ask why God's
revelation is not still continuing
as it did in Bible times. Why
isn't Jesus here now? Why don't
miracles happen now as they did
in the days of the Bible?

The Bible provides its own
answer to these sort of ques-
tions. God’s revelation of Him-
self and His purposes began in
the days of Genesis and reached
its culmination in the days of
Jesus and His Apostles.

This is God’s total and final
word to man and it makes no
difference whether we were liv-
ing at the same time as the
events of the New Testament or
whether we live some two thou-
sand years later, GOD HAS
SPOKEN and we will be saved
or judged cording to our
response to that word.

Hence the importance of read-
ing the Bible and making its
message known wherever and
whenever there is opportunity.
There are four rules with regard
to Bible reading which we may
well take to heant as we begin
our lives of Christian disciple-
ship. They are:

1. Read the Bible regularly.
Christians over the centuries
have found the habit of daily
reading the Bible a most invalu-
able part of Christian experi-
ence, Trere is no substitute for
the Bible so far as our reading
is concerned, There are so many
things that claim our attention
during our waking hours and so
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HE last of a series of articles for people who came forward at the recent |
Crusades. Written by the Rev. B. L. Smith, of Moore Theological College, |, " " ™% (or" d The stork | of

many influences that exert very
strong pressures upon us that i
is an indispensible part of the
disciple’s life that he should ex-
pose himself to the Word of God
regularly and frequently. We
need the counteracting, challeng-
ing, and comforting impact of
the scriptures upon our lives as
often as possible.

2. Read the Bible systematic-
ally, We need to avoid the habit
of moving round the Bible in an
undisciplined way. This is not
the way to grow in understand-
ing. There are a few Bible read-
ing courses available today and it
is very advisable to start with
one of these.

The Scripture Union or the
Inter-Varsity  Fellowship both
have guides to regular reading
of the scriptures, There are seve-
ral others as well. These courses
are not essential, of course, but
they are very useful and are par-
ticularly valuable when we live
busy lives

3. Read the Bible intelligently.
By this we mean that we should
approach the task.of reading the
Bible with our minds alert and
with every intention of coming to
grips with its message.

Not all parts of the Bible are
equally easy and some passages
and books will require that we
use a Bible atlas or dictionary
if we are to understand just what
is being told us.

One could perhaps mention
the great usefulness of the LV.F.
New B.ble Commentary or Dic-
tionary (with its maps in the
back) for serious Bible study.
T'his is not to imply that we
will have to carry about with
us big or expensive books if we
are to make sense of the Bible!
But we will have to be prepared,
from time to time, to do some
extra reading if we are to enjoy
fully all that is in the Bible.
I'his is especially true of parts

~ CONFERENCE CONSIDERS

CHURCH

T the recent conference
of the Bathurst Assoc-
ation of the Parish and
People Movement held in
Dubbo, N.S.W., revision of
the Christian Calendar was
discussed following pre-
sentation of a paper on the
subject by the chairman of
the Association, the Vener-
able Graham H. Walden,
Rector of Mudgee.
Among the many things dis-

cussed at the conference, some |

are of special interest.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS BIBLE

ing this Book. As in the same |it their daily employment to
field the ox looks for grass, the | purify their hearts by the water
these fountains, and bring
| for a lizard, some, fond of criti- | their whole lives to a conformity
ocal remarks, pick up nothing but | with this heavenly doctrine.”
little stones and shells; others The words are somewhat
| search into deep mysteries, giv- | archaic now but the truth of
on Bible passages as we read. ‘ ing themselves very little trouble | this utterance still stands. \Th"‘
T'his is a great help to concen- | about the precopts and instruc- | genuine  disciple  of Christ
tration and understanding. | tions that are clear and evident. | exposes his heart and bends his
4. Read the Bible prayerfully. | But the geniune disciples of this | will to lhll\ };\f‘l);'d from the living
- the Bible.

of the Old Testament.
Needless to say, we are well

| find the

The Bible is not just any book— | true wisdom are those who make I God

it is the Word of God and we
are anxious to discover from it |
God's Word to us personally. It |

is necessary, therefore, to come

to this task prayerfully that we
may rightly discern the Word of |
God and apply it to ourselves. |

In conclusion let us deal with
two final problems which cause

some people difficulty. Firstly,
| what version shall we use? This
|is not a problem for many
people who find, perhaps, little
difficulty in reading the old King |
James version of 1611 but it is |
|

a problem to many others who
do not possess a K.J.V. or who
do not understand its English.

Outside the K.J.V. the most
widely used these days is the
| American Revised Standard Ver- |
| sion (R.S.V.) while many people
New English Bible
[(N.E.B.) or J. B. Phillips par-
| ticularly refreshing as a supple-
mentary New Testament version. |

There are other versions be-
sides these with which the reader
may become acquainted within
time but there is great merit in
using one version as a basic ver-
sion from which we do our own
memorising as well.

Secondly, what shall we do not
only in the face of so much
open criticism of the Bible from
outside the church (and within
sometimes) but also in the face
of so many enthusiastic groups
surrounding the Church with
some particular brand of heresy
claiming to be based upon the
Bible?

A quotation from Robent
Leighton (1653) wall be appro-
priate at this point: “Different
men have different views in read-

CALENDAR

The association strongly
approves the calendar suggested
in the Book of Common Wor-
ship in the Church of South
India by which specific themes |
are set for each Sunday of the |
year.

The whole issue of the exist- |
ing calendar being inappropriate |
at several points for use in the |
southern hemisphere was uircd,|

[

and in particular it was felt that
Advent, in Australian conditions
of preparations for and celebra- |
tions connected with the festi- |
| val of Christmas, is badly placed,
and cannot be given the empha-
sis of its original purpose. In- |
stead the present series of four |
| Sundays should be numbered as |
Sundays “before Christmas,” and |
used as a preparatory time for |
the great festival, with Advent |
and the theme of the Second |
Coming removed to a more suit-
able position — possibly the four
Sundays in November.

The matter of a fixed date

for Easter was not considered a
burning issue, except the stabili-
sation of the day would allow
a full application of the Sunday
themes according to the Church
of South India Calendar.
The opinion was expressed
that Whitsunday should be given
the New  Testament title
101’ Pentecost, and Sundays fol-
|

lowing be called “after Pente-
cost,” rather than “after Trinity,”
a festival which was not widely
observed until the Middie Ages, !
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EDITORIAL
THE ARCHBISHOP’S DILEMMA

Since our last issue, there have been some further develop-
ments and we have had more opportunity to assess what
happened about the two professed agnostic clergy and Mel-
bourne. It is vital to be quite objective if we are to understand
the awkward position into which the press statements of the
Reverends David Pope and Peter Lane have put the Arch-
bishop of Melbourne, Dr Frank Woods,

Pope is vicar of St. Matthias', North Richmond. and Lane
is curate in charge of Holy Trinity, Kensington, both in Mel-
bourne, Both made statements to the press denying belief
in some of the fundamentals of the Christian faith and claim-
ing to be agnostics. The Archbishop immediately suspended
Lane, and Bishop Sambell told the press that if he held Pope's
views he would resign.

The Archbishop asked both men to place their views
before him in writing and the public controversy which car-
ried on in the Australian press was allowed to cool down.
On Sunday, April 27, the Archbishop and his two coadjutors
had a pastoral letter read in all-churches (see ACR May 16),
in which it was said that a clergyman who held a cure of
souls and held agnostic views should ask to be relieved
of his responsibilities.

Sixteen clergy and laity of the diocese added fuel to the
flames by sending a letter to the Melbourne “Age” on April 29,
defending the right of Pope and Lane to canvass their views.
One of the signatories was one of Dr Woods' archdeacons,
the Venerable William H. Graham. One Melbourne vicar wrote
to Archdeacon Graham, suggesting that the letter in the “Age”
purposely was “to reflect on the Archbishop's pastoral letter,
bring it into criticism, or at least make it a subject for debate.”

A large number of clergy and laity in Melbourne, as
elsewhere, were deeply disturbed by the turn of events. Twenty-
cight clergy and laity, among whom were Dr Bearham, Rev.
Dr Keith Cole, and Canons Harmer, Holt and Hudson, wrote
to the “Age,” affirming “the central truths about God as
traditionally expounded in the Christian creeds and the for-
mularies of the Church of England.”

Meanwhile, Pope and Lane put their views before the
Archbishop in a private interview. The Archbishop’s chaplain
made a statement to the effect that the Archbishop had re-
ceived a satisfactory statement of their views and Mr Lane
was restored to his curacy.

Further light on the exact nature of Mr Pope's views
came when he visited Sydney on Sunday, May 12, and spoke
at the Methodist Wayside Chapel for the Rev. Ted Noffs.
Newspaper reports the next day quote himl as saying that the
creeds may be interpreted either literally or poetically. He
accepted them in the latter sense.

Plainly, Mr Pope maintains his views and will maintain
his ministry. Mr Lane has not the security of a benefice and his
silence is understandable. Short of a trial for heresy, Pope
cannot be removed from North Richmond. But the Archbishop
can revoke Lane's licence at will. Obviously, he has no inten-
tion of doing so.

For the moment, it seems that the affair will have to rest
there. Dr. Woods, like most diocesans, wants to take a relatively
untroubled mind with him to Lambeth and wants to feel
that no extremes of discontent are left behind in the diocese.
During the months away, things might simmer down. They
might. Then again they may well leave a fog of bewilderment
which will bring strained relations for years to come. It seems
that Dr Woods has seen and taken this risk.

The dilemma wa: not of the Archbishop’s making. But
having left the field atr a sharp initial foray, he has left
the vast majority of churchmen who are not agnostics in a
worse dilemma.

In a letter to the Record, a Melbourne vicar expressed it

thus:
“f have met many people who are utterly confused by the decision of
the Archbishop. Thev feel that this is a subferfuge to_smooth over something
that is causing (he denomination adverse publicity. Yet, ultimately, if it is
not  resolved publicly, it may cause further loss of confidence in the
denomination.”
The Archbishop of Melbourne has made a statement to the

Record which reads:—

“Recent Press reports have highlighted the difficolties of conducting 2
theological debate in the columns of the daily press. Readers are easily
confused by the use of technical phrases and terms and complex issues are
frequently over-simplified and misinterpreted. We know that much study
and discussions have ensved and we hope that in the end our understandirg
of God and his Church will be enlarged.” 2 #

It is interesting that an editor of a daily newspaper is able
go give a clear lead. The Townsville “Daily Bulletin” of May 4
in its editorial savs:

“These demonstrations of faith that God does cxist are timely in view
of the b which has ded the o i of fclsm ard even
disbellef by some clergy, not only in_ Ausfralia, bul overseas. Though man
needs to have the Gospel related to his changing times and circumstances.
the Gospel itself cannot change. The Chris‘ian faith hinges on the Bible.
the Word of God. There Is certainly no on to sccepl
that Word, The way of Jesus Christ Is the way of free will and lave.
Bat If a person questions the existence of the God of Whrom the Bible
tells, then he shou'd no longer presume to speak or to act in the name of
the Christian Church, The Christlan faith must cling to its bellef In a lovirg
Father God and in 4 Son who was not only a model for human behaviour
and living — thovgh He certalply was that — but, pre-eminently, the Saviour
fhrough Whom communion with God and the of everlasting  life,

beginning right now, can be gained.”

e

. ks
® Archbishop Campbell Maclnness, of Jerusalem, who
retires in October,

]

A proposal for the develop-
ment of part of St. James' Glebe
at Edgecliff has recently been
before the Standing Committee.
Although the proposed lessees
h';n'c not made a request for a

. sl change in the established dio-
de",":"!d for wider d"'_"(!"g cesan principle, some members
f_acdlhe's by permitting of the Standing Committee feel
||quor licences on proper- that a greater income from

ties from which it draws leases and profit-sharing could
income. be had by permitting a restau-

; P rant with a liquor licence,
For many years it has been

; There has been strong opposi-
Standing Committee policy to [tion to the change, but when
close licensed premises

when |the “Record” went to press no
leases have fallen in, Hotels have | final decision had been made.
been closed on the Bishopsthorpe | The properties are managed by
Estate, Glebe, and on the St

the Glebe Administration Board,
james' Glebe at Edgecliff. These

OME members of Syd-
ney's Standing Com-
mittee have pressed the
opinion that the diocese
should meet the increased

( | but the terms of the leases have
properties have been put to other | to be agreed to by the Standing
profitable uses. Committee,

Tis DRAMATIC
v MOTION PICTURE
OF CHRIST...

e JAMES K. FRIEDRICH presents

riumph

starring

ROBERT JAMES

LEE L
COBB - WILSON - GRIFFITH
mA"NE Dnu 23 Miry Magdalene
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Day of Triumph is only one of hundreds
of motion pictures now available for rental.
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Australia complete
with tape recordings
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AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS
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| DO WE NEED THE MINISTRY?

l FOLLOWING recent Press statements of two Melbourne clergy, the Rey.

1 _Don.“Longford, vicar of Holy Trinity, Port Melbourne, poses the
question: “Do we hold certain teachings and certain ideas about the minis-

| try because we happen to be part of the established order or because we
believe the form of our ministry is agreeable to the Word of God?"’

A convinced, negative reply | that He has His will for each
would be a common answer to | person, that He speaks to those
(Il.xl question th\.c days, in» the | who will listen to Him, and even
Protestant denominations, Some | that we have not imagined these
men feel that a c\!H.u‘ constitutes | things, Why should we be called |
.ll‘h):i:;r:lvgmnm.nmn problem and |'n.ln]v\»'or.n-ulln_ng\v v.'h.l.\'h_ is gufl pointed out, in his book on the

Ockage. e really according to “His perfect | ministry, that the FORM of the
| To be a clergyman, if one is, | will"? This is not subjectivism; | ministry is an open  question:
is the wrong approach, on this | we reject it. “This is for real, |what T am ‘*‘n'-‘\-l -]1 h
| argument, and one does far bet- | Man!” nnl‘ S0 nlluchtz‘hcdl["(];l‘{!\ld “':ls”!hl:
;f:il)'l[ ‘:?,,CL.\.;M\:."“.Iﬂ‘m“m,ilM‘ Then there is the bother as|FACT. i
Bhiethie ot h!“"‘t\j‘\\ 1'0 ’;L.-lr: to whether this is looking at
['sbonit the hiL\(nri‘v } g{h "'"3" "’""L the problem of present-day evan-
b ooy \\‘iklh al ,-(t'T H;: 1‘- gcll‘\m (for that is \urcly' what
l'];“l‘lllfr‘\\hl‘linﬂ not a L“.’xsr involved) from lhg point of

. ';i\ A mém\\. PR view of mim.;md not God? | both as to the office of several
affairs as they are, having heard | ||u:'fm":“d‘s‘::l’“_"':‘5 ;ll't‘ .lllcff‘l) A | ministers and the exercise of the
from numbers, their confession | exte ocument, o a certain | AUTHORITY inherent in that
of e . O Sy xtent only inspired, one can| . gi.. s Writa
f non-Christian “faith.” In fact, Moly a stblective. s | office. Should one write off the
[ looked at from the point of view \,'.,:(z (;'n “th ,,“ liN: ¢ est lo' Pas | “good work” and the “good
of many citizens, the parson can | count them, with "u;."' Ble. dis- | standing” of bishop and deacon
appear a distant figure, rarely X ' no rouble. in I Timothy 3 as being no lon-
seen, his work not understood. |, 1l on the other hand, one | ger applicable to our day?

Is it not better, then, to rub h“_’*_'* lU {hc ‘;'C“‘;“f ‘h'{ Scrip- Those who hold a much later
shoulders more, as a sort of l;"_‘“]\‘ as THE Word of God, | date for II Timothy or Titus
| equal, and “communicate” the IR]IL;L\ 1S l:k: {llz‘xllcl‘ of AUTHO- | or aven all three, may also dis-
| Gospel (or what one will con-|: ) -u.‘vﬁ IC\-k]"m{(.', w'”.]' Here | claim Pauline authorship, etc.,
[cede of the Gospel and the '}"‘f_“'rk_.j’ 'lh"*_“ ogical problems | byt I have no common ground

righteousness of God) to folk | Ve their watershed. to argue, on such a hypothesis,
| that way? s AUTHORITY There are many who hoid to a

The lr.oublt: is, there are a If you reject this AUTHO-|Read-Back hypothesis of the
few nagging little questions that | RITY or the Scriptures as AU- | Scriptures; and here again, I
could make Ihf.- Christian won- | THORITATIVE, you must dif-|have no common ground on
der wh.clhcr _llus‘.li(lc is running | fer on the necessity for holding | Which to reason,
in the right direction. fast to any binding nature of litus was instructed to “ap-

GOD'S CALL the Old or New Testament. Just | point elders in every city, as I

First, there is the matter of | &5 Many lhcolnglcnl Icudcrs_ re- | gave thee charge” (1:5), so that
God having called ME and | 1€t the authority of the Ten |without doubt, this was an apos-
many like me, and the apostle (“mmmd"wm\."- So many may |tolic practice. It can well be,
Paul, into the ministry, Those also logically reject the validity | that here, an “elder” may be
such as I, believe that God IS | oL @ny directions regarding a |equated with a “bishop” as verse

» | Christian migistry, not favour- |7 reads, “for the bishop...”
| ably regarded. There is, by the directions,

Divinely then, according to|no indication that this habit of
Scripture, Jesus Christ chose | Setting aside men for the minis-

NOT FIT ‘l\\‘cl\c men to be with Him (He | Ty, Was to cease at any time: it
FOR CH".DREN said He ordained them), 11 of |rather appears that this was

whom  subsequently  became | meant to be a continuing prac-
:.r;mllc}w and the leaders in the |{UCA1I\_ it h;lnl been up till then,
¥ ; \ Church; so much so, that one |As intimated, what worries some
qid’c\m “¢l|-,‘:::f0[;:.|,“‘,::‘:: ::(’:OI();;;:.'; mark of the Church was the con- | folk these days, as much as a
t place in which to bring u tinuation in “the apostles'” doc- [ distinct ministry, is the EXER-
Bis olx childres has re P trine.’ : § CISE OF THAT AUTHORITY
| benefice in order to s This could be written off as |in the ministry.
| appointment in an being of a unique occurrence; | In Romans 11:13, Paul wrote,
university. ]h)m we do read in The Acts that | "I GLORIFY MY MINISTRY”
He is the Rev. E. L. H | Paul, for example, ordained cl.‘(l)o\u/_u). We know he wanted
Taylor, now 42, vicar of Green. dgrs in all places where a|to claim no glory for himself;
gates since 1962 and Professor- Church was established. ) h that, he said, belonged to His
designate of Sociology and Eco. Another bothering question, is Master, Jesus Christ.
s, g o (‘(nl'!cge Yote whether the _ministry as illus- Is this ministry of the Gospel
USA. ! ™ | trated and delineated in the New | of God (Rom, 15:16) to be des-
At the weekend he complained Testament, was to cease, shall | pised and denigrated from 1960
that frequent criticism of the | we say, with the destruction of | on, as being a hindrance to the
decline of morals in Britain had | Jerusalem, or the time }vhc_n the | extension of the Gospel and an
received little  support from | MOSt part of the N.T. Canon|outmoded encumbrance to the
Anglican leaders. | had been completed? Church of God: an existential
Mr Taylor, who has attacked | .} rather feel that the doctrine | anachronism and an irrelevant,
Parliament for abolishing capital of a Church without a ministry | non-communicative institution?
punishment and legalising abor- —_

tion and homosexuality, belicves
that the proposed new Bill allow-
ing divorce by consent is “the COLLEGE
last straw.”
rorTyou FOR

DIABOLICAL INFLUENCE
ATHOME OR OVERSEAS

in effect—would need to take
into consideration the likely
cessation of a N.T, ministry with
the conclusion of a N.T. Canon.

Dr Leon Morris has recently

N.T. MINISTERS
The Pastoral Epistles (I and
Il Timothy and Titus) give re-
quirements and  instructions,

up an
American |

“I am not prepared to have
my children brainwashed in the
humanistic philosophy of life. I
do not consider Britain is a fit
place to bring up my children.
If they stay in Britain much |
longer they will be lost to Jesus
Christ by the diabolical influ-
ence at work in the schools and
universities.”

Mr Taylor said he believed |
that a new Christian ‘“counter-
attack” could only be effectively
organised from an American
base. One of his first tasks in
his new post would be to lead
a “Pray for Britain” campaign,
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o FIELD TRAINING, efec.
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Notes and

CHRISTIAN INVOLVEMENT

Many of the books coming
off the presses about Christians
getting invoived in world affairs
are written from a critical and
humanistic viewpoint rather than
a biblical viewpoint As the Rev.
John Taylor of London C.M.S.
says wryly: “Knocking the
church seems to be the sport of
Chrnisuans

A new Falcon book by Pro
fessor J. N. D. Anderson has
a commendable approach to the
theme. He sets out to look at
the need and limits of Christian
involvement in the world. He is
provoking and stimulating, but
firmly biblical, He does not
hesitate to say that it must mean
involvement for the Christian in
many more aspects of life than
often taught in our pulpits.

Although dean of his faculty
at London, Professor Anderson
is also very heavily involved and
the debates of the Church As-
serably and with the leading
evangelical societies,

(OBBLER & LAST

In his charge to
Queensland synod recently,
Bishop  Shevill sounded off
against the Federal Government
for not providing chapels in
military camps. Laverack Bar-
racks in Townsville has just
been opened and will house
4,000 to 5,000 troops. His wrath
is understandable,

We cannot, however,
as the bishop does,
Government believes the

the North

assume,
that the
soldier

is without an immortal soul. The
Chaplains' Conference and the
Government have battled it out

for 10 years and still no chapels.
In New Zealand also, the Gov-
ernment has left it to the
churches. Obviously, both chur-
ches and Governments believe
they have a good case.

Not having heard
to the question, it
interesting to know why the
Goverament is so intransigent
and why chaplains have not been
able to move iL

both sides
would be

T'he bishop draws a weak
analogy when he says in his
charge: a chaplain without

a chapel is like a doctor without
a surgery or even a cook with-
out a kitchen.”

YET ANOTHER

In England
England has a perfect genius
for reports. Hard on the heels
of the report of the commission
on Anglican-Methodist reunion
comes lh'.‘ Intercommunion RC'
port. The Church of England
newspaper called it “a depress-
ingly timid document.” This it is.

It deals with three issues: the
welcoming to the Lord’s Table

'BROTHERHOOD
MERGER

I'wo Bush Brotherhoods are
planning a merger of their areas.
The Bush Brotherhood of St
Paul, whose warden is
Hudson, coadjutor of Brisbane, |
covers South Western Queens-
land. The Brotherhood of the |
Good Shepherd with  head-
quarters at Dubbo, N.S.W., mini-
sters to half the Northern Terri- |
tory and part of North Western |
NS W

the Church of

brother-
about a

When merged, the
hoods will minister to

quarter of a million square miles
of Australia’s outback.
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Bishop |

of communicants of churches not

in communion with the Church |
of England; giving formal per- |
mission to Anglicans to commu- |
nicate in other churches for
particular reasons; reciprocal in-
tercommunion in preparation for
either organic union or full
communion.

The report says nothing new
about any of these issues. Noth-
ing new could be said about the
first two. Historically, the Church
of England has always enjoyed
close relationships with reformed

churches, whatever their polity
and they have shared at the
Lord's Table in each others'

churches without question

Reciprocal intercommunion
was the rock on which the Com-
mission foundered. It could not
even give a realistic lead on
recognition of the Church of
South India

Whether we like it or not,
our churches are moving with |
the times and open communion
between Christians cannot be
stopped. The only test necessary
is faithfulness to the Scriptures,
T'his far outweighs the historic
episcopate as a determining fac-
tor in fellowship between Chris-
tians of different denominations.

UNITY REJECTED

Mcthodists have their own
ideas about the report of the
Anglican-Methodist Unity Com-
mission. Two main bodies re-
ject the proposals. One of them,
the National Liaison Com-
mittee, comments: “In obedi-
ence to the Word of God and in
the service of the Gospel we
cannot accept this scheme. It is
not the way to unite the Church,
to evangelise the world, or to
succour the needy.”

“It is now oclear,” it says,
‘that, in order to pursue these
tasks, we must make provision
for the possibility that the
Methodist conference may ac-
cept the scheme: we must
plan for a continuing
Methodist Church. This we plan
to do in collaboration with all

who share the same concern and
to the best of our ability.”

It takes courage to arrive at
such a decision in the face of a
large majority. Many Christians
in Australia and New Zealand
may have to face similar de-
cision in the next five years
There are those whose desire
for organic unity is greater than
their love of the Word of God.
We are not of their number.

(ENTRALISATION

Bishop George Luxton of
Huron, Canada, is at it again,
He has drawn up a blueprint
which the Canadian bishops are
to put to the Lambeth Confer-
ence in July. It aims to make
the 1973 Anglican Congress a
legislative body for the whole
Anglican communion.

At preseat, Anglican con.
gresses, like Lambeth, are pure-
ly for discussion and consulta- |
tion. Bishop Luxton wants the |
1973 congress to be official, with
bishops and duly elected clergy
and laity, vested with planning, |

administrative ~ and  financial
responsibilities,
The American and Oanadian

Churches have fairly strong
national executive and the divi-
sions for education, missions,
| promotion, theological training
and other areas of the church’s
work. It may be easy for them
to accept the idea of a supra-
national executive and the dis-
proportionate number of votes
| that they have at Lambeth might
even get such a recommenda-
tion into the Lambeth Report.

If it gets so far, it will be
further than it deserves and we
hope it ends there. If anyone
,(hlnks more highly of lhi}
| scheme, we suggest they put it
[to a vote of parish councils,
[or better still, of congregations. |
} We give it Buckley's chance.

|
|
|

LAY CONCERN

In the United States the laity |
of several denominations have |
formed organisations whereby
some of the recent changes of |
theology in their denominations
may be questioned by a con-
cerned congregation, Some of the
points recently listed are as fol-
lows:

© The preaching they too
often hear stresses some form of
social action without a corres-
ponding emphasis on the redemp-
tive work of Christ.

@ The tendency to make pro-
nouncements on .lll]l\l\l every

By and large, we've evan-

gelised on the shotgun prumplc.

scattering the shot all over, whea

we ought to be using the rifle |
principle, singling out p.mmx!..r1

targets
our
is the greatest reason why
Fcilm ought to be
| Paul points this out by his own
example in the book of
we
cities of

for Jesus Chnist . . .|
stewardship of the gospel |
the
target areas. |
Acts as
him go to the major
Asia and to the capitals

see

subject whether the speaker has | of the Roman Empire. [

either a mandate or competence
1o do so.

® A shift in emphasis from
the individual to society as a
whole, although the primary aim
of the Gospel is for the indivi-
dual,

® A shift in emphasis from
distinctive Christian programs to
purely humanistic ones.

® A preoccupation with this
world and its ills rather than
concern for the souls of lost men
.nml women.

© A failure to take the
seriously.

® The word
coming to mean more
tional.”

In view of the “clerical con-
fusion” as echoed in the popular
press it is just as well some laity
are concerned and prepared to
ask for a Biblical theology from
its clergy.

MUGGERIDGE'S SEARCH

Malcolm  Muggeridge who
recenily resigned from the Rec-
torship in Edinburgh University
has become a spokesman for
Christianity. He makes few |
claims of his own status but his
writinigs are very illuminating.

“Christianity,” he says “has
crystallised much more clearly
for me, I see that unless our
civilisation returns to where it
began — which is with Christ —
it will come to an end.” He goes
on, “we live in a world of scien-
tific achievement and  gross
materialism, a world where we
are told by those in authority
that the purpose of life is to
increase the gross national pro-
duct while the satisfactions in
life are to eat, drink and forni-
cate.”

Muggeridge concludes with *1
really am not interested in any- |
thing any more except Christian-
ity. I want to use my small
influence to speak the truth.”

NEW GUINEA COMMENT

A letter in a recent issue nt'
“Magnet,” organ of the Mel-
bourne C.M.S. League of Youth
recently referred to ‘“medie-
valism” in the Church of Eng- |
land in New Guinea,

The A.C.R. asked for comment |
on this from an Anglican with |
a conservative evangelical back-
ground who has been for some
| years on the teaching staff of
the University of Papua and New
Guinea. He writes:

“In the diocese of New Guinea
there is in places the same sort
of medievalism to be found in
any Anglo-Catholic diocese. Be

Bible

“ecumenical” be-
“organisa-

isms, the impact of the Graham
Crusade
Cise a
effort upon the iife of the (
in this country,
to God for all who through the |
Crusade found a new and mean-
ingful
peace
purpose in their lives,

while
bishops in England,
ada 5
are over 100 in the United States. |
It is just as |
ceedings of the Lambeth Confer- |

|

—Stanley Mooneyham, U.S.A.

Despite the inevitable critic- |

[
will continue to exer ;
beneficial and stimulating |
Jhurch |
We are thankful |

relationship with God, |
in their hearts and a new

—Canon Basil Williams,
Wollongong, N.S.W. |

It is interesting to note lhxli
there are 41 diocesan |
28 ia Can- |

and 26 in Ausral there

well that the pro

ence are not conducted by
voting, as in a Synod or Parlia-
ment, or we would have the

‘ 1h

| when he wrote:—

| anomaly of
| outvoting 34,158,100! This would |
surely
more
persons |
lian electoral boundaries !
|

fact or

of the

panish
top hat and a long frock coat |
on Sundays.

3,416,000 Anglicans

much |
centain
Austra-

give an impression
unsatisfactory to
than the South

]

—Bishop The Reed,
of Adelaide, ¢

It is important that every
c¢hurch member should know |
where he stands on the l'cnn'rc;-';
tions of Jesus Christ The
empty tomb is attested to by all |
the gospel writers. Our Lord
appeared to His disciples. Is this

fiction?
—Bishop Eric Gowing, |
of Auckland, N.Z. |

I was licensed to serve in one
worst slums in south |
and the rule of the

required me to wear a

|
|
|
|

London

—Rev, Hugh Linton, ‘
of Sydney, N.S.W.

Sometimes we become impati-

ent with the orthodox expression
of Christianity,

but we cannot
expect a tree to grow if we cut

roots. Charles Wesley, one
of the early “Methodists,” had
no doubt of the Atonement,

“Oh for a heart to praise my

God,
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that's sprinkled with

the Blood.
So freely shed for me.”
—Rev. T. F. McKnight,
of Neutral Bay, N.S.W.
The Church is becoming pro-
perty bound. The care of and
upkeep of all the schools, uni-
versities, hospitals, orphanages,
and so on, are placing a heavy
burden on our dwindling man-
| power, The words of Wordsworth

tween missions. however, lhm. | seem applicable now und to us:

does seem to be considerable |«

‘The world is too much with

variation in attitudes, partly as|ys; late and soon, getting and

a result of successful adaptation ‘\pgndmg

to local conditions.

“It is often said of all mis-
sion churches in New Guinea
that they are fifty years ahead
of their Australian counterparts,
particularly in their lack of rigid
formalism. This is generally true
of the Anglicans, whose mission-
aries are often talented, spiritual
men.

\ “Bishop Hand, last year's presi-

dent of the Melanesian Council
|of Churches, is also a staunch
supporter of Scripture Union
notes.
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we lay waste our
powers.
—The Pi'ot,
Boston, Mass,
Now it has. been my lot

unhappily for many years to use

A. and M., and I have long ago

realised how ocareful an evan-

gelical needs to be in the use of
such a collection of hymns.

—“Countryman”

in “English Churchman,”

At Athens the people laughed
when St. Paul talked of the Re-

| God

THEY SAY

| it when someone says “of course
a man cannot believe such things
in 1968."
— Bishop Bruce McCall
of Wangaratta, Vic.
Ever since the War 1 have
had the habit of looking up at
the Cross each night and hope
that I will never cease to thank
for that coamstant reminder
of God’s love and our Lord’s
sacrificial death. There are even
two stars known as the pointers,
drawing our attention to the
Cross, as much as to say to us
‘look at this, this marvel, this
reminder of that
at Calvary where heaven's
and heaven's justice met.’
—Rev. Fred Ingol
Claremont, i\

historic event
love

Modesty is a word that is har-
dly ever used these days, and
n consequence we have lost
much that conuributes to gracious
living.

— Archdeacon Victor Twigg,
Griffith, N.S.w.
qualified for civic
exact proportion to
disposition to put moral

Men are
liberties in
their

| chains upon their appetites.

~—Edmund Burke,

Blessed are the iender
the loving heart can find;

hands,

T'he image “of the suffering
| Christ, that dwells in all man-
kind.

What you would do for Himy
do for your fellow-men,
Each time you care enough to

[ lift a cross,

You walk with Christ again.
— Frances Nation,

Move up closer to your neigh-
bours on this crowded spaceship;
the Aboriginal pzople, the mig-

rants, the refugees, the aged and
and lonely, and the physically
handicapped and let them feel

the love of Christ through you,
— Bishop Clive Kerle of
Armdale, N.S.W,

Jesus said: “I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall
| not prevail against it.” However,
here are those wno would like
to drag the Church away from
its fellowship with the Lord and
make it a kind of fatherly head-
patter for a society lving with
its sin.
— Rev, Peter Byrne,
Bermnr.l, NS .\\.

As we set out today on
new stage c¢f the journey, I am
called to be a “good shepherd,”
and you are called to be a “good
people” for you are God’s People

this

— called out of darkness into
“His marvellous light” and for
us all, Bishop and People his

promise stands strong and sure:
“My Presence will go with you.”
— Bishop Eric Hawkey

of Carpentaria, Q.

Responsibility has  always
meant hard work, sacrifice and
action.

— Mr Ron Arnott, C.EM
Secretary, Sydney, N.S.W,
There is fellowship at depth
among Christians in New Guinea
which is still virtually unknown
to us in Australia.
— Rev. Jim Payne, B.F.B.S.
Commonwealth Secretary.

The Church, which has still
a privileged position in society,
must consider whether such a
situation is an advantage or a
handicap to the Gospel.

of Gippsland, Vic.
A church is a sharing com-
munity where people care for
sach other, are concerned for
one another. But it can't operate
that way unless we know each
other.
— Rev. George Robinson,

surrection, so just don't believe

St. Stephen’s, Willoughby, N.S.W,

— Bishop David Garnsey |
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LETTERSI

Parish it becomes perfectly i‘:\“
magazines cleor that the Holy Spirit's

Our parish magazine commit- | | coming at Pentecost was
tee recently came up with some | primarily to make Christ
ideas which have some ment. real to men,

They believe that most maga- | ; 4 £
zines are only read by abour| When you first accept Christ

10 per cent of the people re- |as your Saviour, His coming into
them, ie. the keen |Your life, bringing a completely
This is because they are | new purpose and giving you the
too lengthy and most | grace and power you reed to
unattractively presen- | be His servant obscures all else.
ted. But as you reflect on what
They proposed that the cheap- | has happened, you can see that
est and simplest roneod sheet be [the new birth was the Holy
given to the keen types at |Spirit's work, and that the effect
church, but to deliver to the |of His work has been to make
other 90 per cent the best pos- Christ a living reality in
sible “tract.” This tract is in [life.
fact delivered to all the Angli- This is exactly what our Lord
can homes in the area. says in his earliest statement
This method discriminates be- | about mas and about the Holy
tween the keen types and the |Spirit, It is in the second and
other 90 per cent without of- |third chapters of St. Johns Gos-
fence, while producing an attrac- pcl John 2:23 and 24 says;
tive leaflet at half the cost of | “Many bdlwul on His name.
the Pacey production, which we | but Jesus did not trust Himself
can’t afford, unto them for that He knew all

S you study the Bible,

of the same Gospel,
wur said that when the Hol
Spirit came, He would bear wi
ness of Him, That is, He woul

known to men. This
is given in close connection wit
the statement that the worl
hated Him. But the Holy Spur

ceiving would bear witness of Him an

types.
“churchy;"
probably

saving and keeping work, in th
face of the world's oppositio

and hatred.

DISCOURSE

Chapter 16 continues the lon

your | ter 14 and nere our
that He has come, is
they believe ot one
Holy Spirit when He
make this sin plain to

\um l’nnuw\(. lhl. Holy Spml

ALL FOR

me.” Th

THE HOLY SPIRIT: THE PROCLAIMER OF CHRIST

Iz a long discourse in chapter | specific
the

explain and make Jesus Christ
statement

reveal the truth concerning His

discourse which began in chap-
Lord say
that the world’s greatest sin, now
“because

comes will
men,

Deaconesses

Whenever the question of an
auxiliary ministry is  discussed
with a view to meeting the
exigencies of the present day,
the idea of a  permanent
diaconate is always canvassed,
nor are the lay readers left with-
out a voice, Seldom, however, is
a word put in for deaconesses.

But now a small group of
London priests and deaconesses
involved in the parish ministry
has been meeting to discuss the
ministry of women (not the ques-
tion of women and the priest-
hood), and they have sent their
findings to the Bishop of London
and his suffragans. These are
worthy of caretul consideration

The group has come to a
common mind that the Order of
Deaconesses should provide the

task has been to

Christ in the cenre of

y | world's religious consciousness.
t- Every attack which the world
d  has made on Christians and the |
Christian faith has been aimed
at this target—to remove Christ
h | from the centre of our faith.

d Men deny His historic exis-
it | tence, they deny His resurrection,
d | they deny the power of His
cross. It has all come about as
e |our Lord said it would. But
n | because God is sovereign and

His will cannot be denied, the

Holy Spirit continues His work

of conventing men and proclaim-
g | ing the reality of Christ to them.

It is the Holy Spirit who
witnesses to our human spirit
that we are truly born again
| children of God and members | norm for the ministry of women.
e |of His Kingdom. Nothing that | It believes that the Anglican
[men can do or say can undo|Communion has revived the
the work of the Proclaimer of lancient Order of Deaconesses,
s ' Cr and its interesting conclusions

are put in a number of sug-

put
the

S

}'L‘\lit‘n\.
Deaconesses,
should,

the group says,
by virtue of their order,

1 hope that these ideas may |mea...for He himself knew What do 50 cents get you? [team of 12 women rostered to | administer the chalice at Holy
be of help to others. what was in man.” The next|After four days of fun and in- |serve fruit drinks and biscuits, | Communion and in case of need
(Rev.) Robert Collie, chapter begins; “Now there was |struction 150 primary school- | showed what can be done with [should carry the sacrament to
Forest Hill, Victoria. |4 man of lhc Pharisees named | children know what can be done |careful use of ingenuty and |the sick; they should, in the
(Mr  Collie enclosed the | Nicodemus . To this man our | with 50 cents. The children | talent. ; [ absence of the priest, administer
ronecod news sheet and copies | Lord opened ”l\ heart. A man | attended a Vacation Bible School |  Guitar, xylophone and piano | public baptism; they should be
of the tract. Both indeed are | had to be born again, The way | at St. Stephen’s, Coorparoo, dur- | supplied musical accompaniment | admitted to preach at Holy
high-class productions of their | into God’s kingdom was not by |ing Queensland’s May school |as the children learnt choruses; | Communion: they should offi
type. ED.) .m;:n changing himself but by a|holidays. They were required to | then listened to interesting serial [ ciate at Morning and Evening
- & |change brought about from |supply S50 cents each, plus a|stories with a religious message; | Prayer, and be canonically
Communion wWine |above and beyond man.  Man | pencil, scissors and their Bible. [ received handeraft lessons in | bound to the recitation of the
~_|sees the Kingdom and knows its | Each morning for 24 hours the | making puppets, plastic purses, | offices as are bishops, priests and
I would like to hear from |y . by the work of the Holy | Parish Staff, assisted by 15 teen- | tile work, place mats and poster | deacons; they should be mem-
any readers of the ACR whose Spirit. age youths, as supervisors and a | painting., After a session of orga- | bers of local chapters—all this
parish is using non-alcholic wine nised games, Bible Lessons with | by virtue of their order; and
or grape juice in the service of roject books to be completed |finally the Order of Deaconesses
””I‘ Communion. ‘m.l\lc learning a pleasure. should now be seen as the norm
Our  Parish  Council = is | That Coorparoo  children [of full-time service for women
considering this subject and we | 2njoyed the holiday activity was |[in the ministry, and vocations
“““tm lx}- nuh‘(IH;:r:ll\clllll ll‘hill") HE Literature and the Christian Publishers’ Staff | well demonstrated as each day | encouraged
reader who could give us advice P s Conference in Nairobi recently, | s: sreasing he 4 = wse findings are sub .
or ks &by oML SHow Christian Education e in_Nairobi recently, | saw increasing numbers rushing ¢ ll::t‘\j‘l('ll;‘\“llilli[\llll”:Illt'\\llll;l:.”ll;]l!

|
[
when 20 delegates from 11 coun- | to the church grounds.
|
|

the use of non-alcoholic wine in | Centre at Msoloto, Tan- (ries in the continent of Africa T'he project’s success was the | Church, The group’s document
”"",‘ SOrVICes.. . : zania, is run in conjunction met for a week’s consultation. | culmination of careful plinning |is available at All Saints’ Vicar-
Please “'“d.””“"“““”” fo mo with the Msalato Bible Guest at the conference was the and made possible by the co-|age, Uxbridge Road, Hanworth,
at The Rectory, Berowra, 2081, School. where” Rev. Peter director of the Christian Litera- | operation of youth giving holiday | Middlesex.
NS ; Wb Gl gl wre Fund, Mr Charles G.|tima in Christian service —CHURCH TIMES,
(Rev.) Peter Byrne. | Dawson is Principal. Num- Richards, The Centre’s artist, Pat | ~—
PTG AR SN I R D ISR, ’bers of the staff are Aust- Mclntosh, gave one of the “ -
addresses. [
Please  mention “Church m:mns cw;)drkslnq for Aust- 500th STUDENT |l
b P ralian C.M.9. | A special service of the mkvl‘
Record” when replying to| . o e RN ;n}im. \\;lslc«bnlk!llclL(I l;_\ ”wi‘
sartis Canon Kevin Engel, ln ether | DISNOP. oI €he diocese, the
our advertisers. with  Alexander (‘hihchck and | |Rev. A. Stanway, at Msalato, to |
A | Miss Betty Durham, attended |™2rk the arrival of the 500th

mmdgnl to the Bible school since
its opening in 1961. All members

now commenced their 2} months
[course at Msalato under the
IL.ldLrshlp of Miss Molleni
| Malugu, assisted by Mrs Dorothy
l‘n}.d. Misses Nancy Collett and
‘Jc‘muh. Boyd, with other staff
| members sharing in various sub-
jects, One of the students is the

SCRIPTURE TRUTH DEPOT
10 Rich St., Marrickville, N.S.W. wife of Stone Senyagwa, offset
press operator.

Please post without obligation The Bible Study Calen- ||" 1. hew
dar and free books, take shape as the librarian,

Nancy Collett, is beginning to
NAME catalogue gifts of books already
received. She is looking forward
.................................. to the arrival of Betty Lou
| Bonnet from the diocese of West
| Virginia, who will spend her

The Yearly Bible Study Calendar

plans your reading through the Scriptures
in 1 or 2 years,
Mail to:

Isummer holidays at the centre.
CONFIRMATION SERVICE
As approved by the Archbishop of Sydney

Price 35 cents per dozen (postage extra)
See us when requiring
Induction Services, Parish Papers and all Classes of Church,
Commercial or General Printing
William Andrews Printing Co. Pty. Limited
96-98 MAY STREET, ST. PETERS Telephone 51-2119
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of the Diocesan Council, which |
| was currently in session, were
r R E n G l !' T in attendance.
Twelve young women have

library is starting to |

of fi

Billy Graham Crusade Song i
Books and Chancel Choir i
Books with the following:

I
[ E Retail Price 1;,5‘
[ each Il
IE 1959 Billy Graham Crusade Song Book 0.50 |}
‘|§ 1968 Billy Graham Crusade Song Book 0.50 i-i
“E Chancel Choir Book No. 1 (Blue) 1.00 |}
Hé Chancel Choir Book No. 2 (Green) 1.25 i
;"5 Chancel Choir Book No. 3 (Red) ... ... 1.25 M
i SHEET MUSIC (George Beve erly Shea) I'd
‘ 3 Rather Have Jesus ... ......... 0.28
[il T Love Thy Presence, Lord ............ 0.28 |
i Sing Me a Song of Sharon's Rose ...... 028
H “LITTLE BIBLES.” Smplurc Verses \hmun;. the Way
H of Salvation : { 0.08
Per Hundred (boxed) 7.50
All prices are plus postage and charges. Obtainable
t from all Christian Bookshops or . . .

CHANCEL PUBLISHING CO.
P.O. Box 151, Marrickville, N.S.W., 2204.
Phone 560-7777.
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TOWARD A

OF THE LORD'S DAY

Dr. Garth W. Hastings is a parishioner of St.
Philip’s, Caringbah, N.S.

senior lecturer of the

Science at the University of New South Wales.

T'hree or more years ago 1
wrote to the A.C.R. concerning
the most effective use of
Lord’s Day, 1 felt at the time
that our current practice was
not meeting the needs of church
goers, nor was it effective In
building up a strong body iIn
any place

Much reflection since then and
further experience have confir-
med my convictions. I would like
to add some further comments in
the light of that experience, and
in particular following on from
the valuable Christian Life and
Witness classes that have been
held in many parts of Australia.

LACK OF PURPOSE

I'o start with, let my try to
present the situation as I see it,
and as it appears to others with
whom 1 have spoken. There is
a sense of “busyness” without
achievement in terms of new
converts or growth in spiritual

life. There is little sense of truly
{corporate life in terms of the
body that Paul envisages in |

Corinthians 12 to 14 and other
places, and let us note that full
services and a busy program do
not automatically mean that a
congregation is fulfilling its task.
Many Anglicans, if not most,
are easy prey to the sects, be-
cause their knowledge of the
most basic teaching on, say. the
deity of Christ, is sadly lacking.
Do we understand the reasons
behind the protest thrown at
orthodox Christianity by the God
is Dead movement and others?
It is seen that too many parishes
stand or fall by the effect of one
man’s ministry, surely a com-
ment on our ineffectiveness to
function as a body of believers

MISSING FACTOR
coming o
of church

I believe we
the end of the age
centred outreach, by which 1
mean outreach to the homes of
the suburb which is dependent
on the catchphrase, “Come to
church.” This has usually been
an excuse to avoid the personal
involvement in the use of the
phrase, “Come to Christ,” and
perhaps personal involvement is

BISHOP MOYES
ELECTED CHAIRMAN

Bishop J. S. Moyes, former
bishop of Armidale, was recently
elected chairman of the Sydney
Association of Retired Clergy.

Rev. Norman Barwick was
elected secretary and treasurer
and Canon Norman Powys was
elected a member of the com-
mittee

Rev. Alan McMahon, chaplain
of Lidcombe State Hospital, gave
an address on his work at Lid-
combe

I'he next meeting of the asso-
ciation will be held in the church
house on Monday, June 17, at
2 p.m., when Bishop Moyes will
be the speaker. He will celebrate
the diamond jubilee of his ordi-
nation to the priesthood this
vear and will give reminiscences
of his long and varied ministry

are

All retired clergy living in the
diocese are invited to attend.
The association deals with

| matters affecting the welfare of
retired clergy. New members will |

be welcomed. Further informa-

tion may be had from the Rev. |

A. N. S. Barwick, 28 Grosvenor
Road, Wahroonga, N.S.W. 2076,
| Telephone, 48-4099.
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BETTER USE

W., a synodsman, and a
Department of Polymer

one of the missing factors.

We are criticised for lack of || Editorial and Business: 511
social concern. We ourselves be- || Kent St., Sydney. Phone:
wail our decreasing numbers and || 61-2975. Office hours: 10
impact on the world—do they || am, to 4 pm. Issued fort-
not stem from our own unwil pightly, on alternate Thurs-
lingness to become involved on days. Copy deadline Thurs-

a personal level?

X day preceding date of issue,
Whenever the focal point of Y o &

but earlier receipt preferable.

evangelistic  proclamation  be
comes centred n one man or
one place, the involvement of
the individual will be lost. He
will cease to feel the need or
relevance of the Spirit-filled life
because he experiences nothing
of witnessing “on the frontiers,’
his

NEW DIQCESES
IN NS.W.2

a result of a resolution in
Bathurst synod earlier this

As
the

and the barrenness of own

resources month, steps are to be taken to
The recent Life and Witness | recommend an examination of

classes have shown again that | eXisting diocesan boundaries.

Archdeacon H. W. Ellis, of
Kelso, had a resolution passed,
referring the matter to the next
General Synod. He said that it
was an urgent matter because of
present and future increases in
population. Some new dioceses
could be necessary.

every Christian can make known
the good news of what God has
said and done, and that this can
be as normal and natural as
breathing. It is too, just as
necessary to life, for unless the
new harvest is continually
gathered in, we will die of
starvaton

DAY FOR SHARING

this context I see Sunday

In

62nd

as the sole meeting day for
Christians, This is to be the
occasion when he shares with nnua
others what God has done for

him in the past week, when he
is given the teaching necessary

Convention

for him to grow to maturity in
Christ, and when he worships
the Lord in praise and thanks ST. PAUL'S Chatswood
giving. It is on this day that
we must find depth of fellow- MONDAY’ JUNE 10

ship in a corporate sense. QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY

CONGREGATIONS WORK 11.00 a.m~—The Rev, A,
Can we then clear the way M, Blanch, B.D., Th.L.,, As-
for the remainder of the week || sistant Minister, Christ
to be free for personal involve- || Church, Gladesville, Subject:
ment, by visitation and by the || “The Choice of God.”
use of our homes? Let church || 1.45 p.m.—The Rev, Paul

Barnett, B.D., Rector, St, Bar-

committee members have respon-
nabas’, Broadway. Subject:

sibility to a section of the con-

gregation. Let individuals visit || “The Aim of Redemption.”
to share what they know with The Rev. E. D, Cameron,
others. Let experienced visitors || B.D., Th.Schol.,,  Federal

Secretary, C.M.S. Subject:
“The Power of Grace,”

4.00 p.m.—The Rev, B, L,
Smith, B.D., Th.Schol., Lec-
turer, Moore Theological Col.
lege. Subject: “The Security
of Salvation.”

BRING BASKET LUNCH

CUPS OF TEA PROVIDED.

Activities for  school-age
children. Creche for infants,

take others and train them until
they in turn can train others,

When we go to the homes of
our parish, prepared with prayer
and with the presence of the |
Holy Spirit, we will never fail
to be overjoyed that people are
ready to talk about the things
of God. But, we will never know
until we do it.

FAMILY NEGLECTED

In conclusion, husbands and

fathers, let us not neglect a
ministry to our wives and child
ren. These are our first, God-
given responsibility, for God
works above all, through the
family. “They made me a keeper
of vineyards, but my own vine

MOVING
MADE EASY

yard have 1 neglected.” This is | with

too often true, The love of God

and the God-dependence of the DAVYIS Van Lines
Christian family, and the home- | Pty. Ltd.

centred witness, can be greatly

used by God Australia-wide door-to-door

I believe we are being in- service
creasingly led in this direction, 630.6222
and | also believe that this in
no way undervalues the common 157 BRIENS ROAD,
meeting together of the whole NORTHMEAD

church on the Lord's Day, but (Box 410 Parramatta)

rather will enrich it and revive it.
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M.U. POLICY ON DIVORCE

'I‘HE bishops of the two
New Zealand mission-
ary dioceses (Polynesia
and Melanesia) have an-
nounced that they will re-
serve the right to retain
existing rules governing
membership of the Moth-
ers’ Union in their dioceses
if a resolution to be taken
by the New Zealand Dom-
inion Council at the forth-
coming world-wide M.U.
conference is approved.

Another New Zealand diocese
is reported to have dissociated
itself entirely from its Dominion
Council’s proposal.

At the conference, to take
place in London during July, the
New Zealand Dominion Council
will press for the revision of
M.U. membership rules to pro-
vide for the admission of certain
divorced women.

If they fail to carry the day,
they will then propose that each
Commonwealth or  dominion
council be allowed to create its
own membership rules in the
light of its membership needs
and the civil laws of the coun-
try concerned.

Canadian Links

Already the Canadian M.U. | membership and association.
has agreed to admit divorced | 1.
women to membership and has | ought not to exclude from mem- |
thus put itself out of full com- |bership divorced women who are |
the | communicants

munion with the rest of
world-wide organisation, The
breach is not a complete one,
however, and links are being
maintained.

Following the announcements

INDIA’S POPULATION

India’s population has reached
520 millions, and is expected to
rise above 530 million by the
end of the year, according to the
Family Planning Ministry, More

registered during April,

by New Zealand, support
started to come in for a sugges-
tion that the M.Us life and
witness along  present
should be continued.
Writing in the May issue of

“Mothers’ Union News" the cen- |

tral president (Mrs Joanne Halli-
fax) reports: “Resolutions and
statements have been received
from the Province of Uganda,
the dioceses of Accra and Sierra
Leone, and the two dioceses of
Ceylon, affirming their support of
the Mothers’ Union as it stands.”

South Africa, she adds, sent a
resolution to New Zealand ask-
-ing members there to reconsider
their action. Recently it sent
another resolution, this time to
the world-wide conference, ask-
ing for a complete review of the
whole structure of the Mothers’
| Union,

Three main views

|  On the home front, Mrs Halli-
fax adds, the Canterbury Dioce-
san Council has submitted pro-
posals for a new Kkind of
| associate which would “widen the
| fellowship while maintaining the
witness intact.” But, she com-
| ments, the picture is not yet
| complete since more resolutions
| are likely to come in before the
meeting. At present there are
| roughly three main currents of
thought on the whole subject of

That the Mothers' Union

and who are
anxious to maintain Christian
| standards.

2. That the strong witness of
Mothers' Union  membership
[ must be maintained, but that
| ways to bring into closer fellow-
|ship those who have been
| divorced should be explored.

3. That there should be no
| change in rules of membership;
| that the Church, the nation and
the world need as never before

! S ja committed body of people to
than one million births were | witness to the lifelong nature of |cause of the resulting oppor-

TRIBUTE TO

! marnage.

HON. A. D. BRIDGES

THE Secretary of the NSW Council of
Churches paid tribute to the Hon. A.
D. Bridges, M.L.C., who died on Wednes-

day, May 22,

The Rev
that Mr A.
the confidence of Church leaders
because they saw in him a Chris-
tian man who was willing to
prove the validity of his prin-
ciples in the stress and strain
of public life.

We admired him because of
his fearless, uncompromising pur-
suit of his professed Christian
ideals. He told the public where
he stood on even the most con-
troversial issues and proved that

a man of real integrity could
come to the fore in political
leadership.

A life-long total abstainer, Mr
Bridges was outspoken in his op-
position to the Liquor Traffic's
ceaseless aggression in  our
society. When the President of

Bernard Judd said ., the Council of Churches (the
D. Bridges enjoyed | Rev. W. D, O'Reilly) and Mr

Judd spoke with him in his office
on March 8, 1968, he expressed
his profound dissatisfaction with

the proposal that 18-year-olds
should be admitted to licensed
clubs,

He was a humane man com-
pletely absorbed in seeking the
welfare of the under-privileged.

New South Wales never had a
better Minister for Child Wel-
fare nor one who was more ap-
proachable.

Hig tireless devotion to duty
surpassed anything which could
be expected of a man in public
office and it was by his dedica-

has |

lines |
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® St James', New Town, Tasmania, built in 1916 through the generosity of Mrs

Gilchrist-Watt.

" THIS GAMBLING RACKET

She later willed her 22-room house to the parish and it i
sent rectory., The parish has had only four rectors, the present incumbent being Rev,

H. F. Haddrill,

the pre-

HE action of the Rockhampton synod in May, rescinding its own ordin-
ance against the use of gambling to raise money for churches, has
brought the gambling issue into the open again.

The Primate’s response was immediate, He thought
that the synod took a retrograde step.

At his synod

| earlier this year, the Bishop of Armidale said that he
| would be prepared to withdraw clergy from parishes

| Barry Bryant, rector of Port Kembla, N.SW., looks |
| at some of the issues involved for Christmas,

| It is very common today to|Firstly, the Ten Commandments |
reference to |

| see all kinds of social and wel-
| fare  work depending  heavily
| upon gambling for support.

The State has also become a
keen supporter of gambling be-

[ tunity for taxes. The hospitals
| of N.S.W. are supported by lot-
teries and culture by a super

lottery for the Opera House. The

| Church is often asked to look at
its attitude on gambling. Are we
drawing too fine a point in this
matter? Can we, as the synod
in Rockhampton has done, say
that we do not believe any
ilunucx that the Church should
not use gambling as a means to
support itself?

COMMANDMENT

The Bible is the battleground
for any arguments on the Chris-
tian's attitude to gambling. A
magistrate some time back stated
| publicly that he did not think
! that the Bible anywhere
| opposed gambling. It was said at
llhc time that no commandment
P;n‘x “Thou shalt not gamble”

| home
{ doesn't seem right, or my wage |
man’s |

and that this was an extra com- |

| mandment added by the church
| with little backing. Is the Chris-
tian case a strong one? Have
we Biblical evidence or do we
| simply have a suspicion that
such behaviour may be harm-
ful?

The Christian in his opposi-
tion to this evil stands upon good
foundations, He will find support

tion to the principles which he | from the Ten Commandments, |
professed that he proved the |from Our Lord's commands and |

reality of his Christian faith,

from the attitude of the Apostles.

| which had to resort to gambling for church finance.

do contain a direct
gambling, “Thou shalt not covet

TOWNSVILLE
' CONVENTION

THE Keswick type of
! Convention has been
|making a significant con-
tribution to the spiritual
| life i North Queensland

thy neighbour’s house, nor his| jn recent years.

wife, .
his." Gambling is a desire
that which is rightly my neigh-
bour's, It is a coveting of that
for which he has worked. A de-
sire to obtain by easy means
that for which another has
striven.

CHRIST'S STANDARD
A problem for many
people is that forms of

here
many

gambling deceive us because we |

do not see openly that the prize
is in fact the property of others.
We can see that if 1 bet my
against another man's it

packet against another
wage packet, But we do not see
that if 1 buy tickets in lotteries
or art unions or play the poker
machines I am still after that
which is rightly my neighbour's
even if he foolishly relinquishes
his claim. Coveting is in many
ways the forgotten command-
ment, We don't Kill, steal
or commit adultery and this one
seems SO unimportant amongst
the rest. Strangely enough, covet-
ing often leads to the others. We
covet and we can end up a thief,
or an adulterer, or a murderer.
Gambling is much milder than
this although in the U.S.A. and
Britain there is a strong connec-
tion between gambling empires
and all these things.

Look at our Lord's summary

(Continued page 5)

nor anything that is
for |

f Speakers at the most recent
| convention in Townsville on the
| May-day weekend were the Rev.,
Arthur Deane, Principal of
SM.B.C., and the Rev. Robert
Weatherlake of the South Yarra
| Methodist Church, Victoria.

| Mr Deane took part in the
Iﬁnl of these conventions in

1961, on Magnetic Island, and
|h;u also led Bible Studies at simi
lar gaiherings at Atherton, 40
miles west of Cairns. The Rev,
Howard Green, Vice-Principal of
S.M.B.C., took part in the Ather-
ton Convention last Easter.

The recent Townsville meet-
ings were well attended, with 360
[ people at the after-Church rally
on the Sunday evening, and 300
at the missionary session, All
told, 13 centres were represent-
ed, including Cairns, Charters
Towers, Bowen and Mackay. A
group of Aborigines attended
from Palm Island.

The conventions have brought
a quickening of spiritual life,
and are contributing to a deeper
unity among Christians in the
north.

During the recent convention,
| the Rev. K. C. Stevens, of St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
l'ownsville, who is a warm sup-
porter of the North Queensland
Christian Convention, left for
| Brisbane to be installed as Mod-
|erator of the Presbyterian
| Church in Queensland.




