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England, the Continent and| C.M.S. missionary in Africa.
North America, to study educa-| Canon Feuerheerd did transla-
tion techniques. She will leave |tion work. He had just com-
early next year. pleted 32 years' service with the
* * diocese.

Current CM.S. missionary * * *
movements are: The Ven, P. H, Dicker, Arch-
The Rev. Bob Andrews arriv- | deacon of Wangaratta, has an-
ed from the diocese of Moro-| nounced his retirement from this
goro, Tanzania, for furlough on|office as from February 20. He
February 14. has been made an emeritus arch-
On Monday, March 6, CM.S, | deacon. Canon W. G, Weide-
missionaries Sister Jo Bremnan | mann has been appointed to the

LAYMAN'S LOOK

— at missionary society funds.

One of the disturbing trends |
which we have witnessed in
recent years is the fact that mis-
sionary societies are having a|
lean time with finance. where everything is mission,

After a period of remarkable | nothing is mission, and we see
liberality in the late 1950°s and | this clearly in some of the plan-

toric outreach of the church,

of “mission” has emerged which |
blurs or loses completely the his- |

Bishop Stephen Neil said that |

early 60’s there has been a gen- | ning which has given rise to the
eral recession in Christian giving | councils which aim at taking
to missions,

|

over in one country after another |
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This has come at a time when

| the task carried on in the main

and Miss Nancy Collett return
to Tanzania, Sister Breanan goes
to itinerant work in co-operation

with the diocese of Central Tan- |

ganyika's “Save the Children
Fund” team. Miss Collety re-
turns to training evangelists and
church teachers in the art of
Scripture teaching in schpols.

On Tuesday, March 7, CM.S,
missionaries the Rev. Reg and
Mrs Barker return to Groote
Eylandt
at the
Angurugu.

* * *

Following the decision to im-
plement a policy of compulsory
retirement for members of the
Citizen Air Force serving on
part-time duty at age 55 years,
the following retirements of
members of the Church of Eng-
land Chaplains’ Branch appears
in the Commonwealth “Gazette"
of February 2, effective from
January 1:

The Very Rev, C, B, Alexand-
er, Dean of Sale (RAAF,
Sale); the Rev. W. Bloxham,
Rector of Emu Plains (R.A.ALF.,
Kingswood); Canon H. Mar-
shall, Rector of Mayfield
RAAF., Williamtown); the
Rev R. A, Johnson, Rector of
Randwick (R.A.A.F., Penrith);
the Rev. A, C. Donnelly, Rector
of Canterbury, Vic.
Laverton); the Rev, G, J. Reglar
(R.A.AF., Edbinburgh); and the
Rev, R. M. Southey, formerly of
R.A.AF., Tottenham, Victoria.

* * *

B.H.P. settlement at

The Rev. C, Hancock, rector
of Yass (Canberra-Goulburn),
has been appointed rural dean of
Canberra.

Victoria

The Rev. W. G. A. Jack was
introduced and commissioned by
Bishop Geoffrey Sambell as
chaplain to Cheltenham Home
and Hospital for the Aged on
February 5. Mr Jack was former-
ly curate at St. Peter's, Eastern
Hill, Melbourne.

* * *

A reception was held in honour |

of Dr Gerald Knight, director of

the Roval School of Church Music |

4

on February 3 at Menzies Hotel,
Melbourne. Dr Knight was pass-
ing through Melbourne en route
to New Zealand.

The Rev. F. H, Morton, vicar
of Christ Church, Essendon
(Melbourne), has been appoint-
ed to the parish of St. Augus-
tine's, Mentone.

* * *

Seven deacons were ordained
priests and five men admitted
as deacons at a service of Holy
Communion in St. Paul's Cathe-
dral, Melbourne, on Sunday, Feb-
uary 5.

Those ordained

Priests: The Rev. George
Charles; The Rev, E. J. G,
Gason; the Rev. Anthony Ken-
ny: the Rev, Albert McPher-
son; the Rev, J. Minchin; The
Rev, A. Sage and the Rev.
Michael Wentzell.

Deacons:  Messrs  Richard
Appleby; Robert Bentley;
Graham Foster; Alan Jones and
John Shepherd,

The preacher at the Ordina-
tion Service the Rev. James
Grant, Domestic Chaplain to
the Archbishop of Melbourne.

* * *

The death occurred in Mel-
bourne on January 21 of Canon
Dick  Feuerheerd, a
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vacant archdeaconry. |
* * * | most western nations, Australia

The Rev. Charles Partridge, | not least, have been enjoying
Vicar of Broadford (Wangaratta) | unprecedented prosperity and an

Mr Barker is Chaplain |

(RAAF.,|

has been appointed an hanorary
Canon of Holy Trinity Cathed-
ral, Wangaratta.

* * *
Deaconess Sheila Payne,
appointed assistant  at
Moe.

parish
N

Gippsland ordained the follow-
ing, deacons: . Huggins,
W. J. A, Michie and E. H.
Vincent; priest, the Rev,
F. Wandmaker. They are now
serving in the parishes of Leon-
gatha, Morwell, Wonthaggi and
Sale respectively.

The Rev, Canon S, C. Davis
has taken up duties as Registrar
of the diocese of St. Arnaud.

Elsewhere in

Australia

The Very Rev, W, P. Bad-
deley, Dean of Brisbane, is to be
rector of St. James,' Piccadilly,
London

The Rev. W, C. Gray, organ-
ising secretary of the A.B.M. in
Adelaide, is to be priest-in-
charge of the Mission District of
Tea Tree Gully., He has also
been appointed to the Russell
Honorary Canonry in St.
i Cathedral, Adelaide.

Overseas

|

' Canon Kevin Engel, director
of the Literature and Christian
| Education Centre of the diocese
[ of Central Tanganyika, left Tan-
| zania in January for a three
three months’ tour of the U.S.A.,
undertaking speaking engage-
ments for the Overseas Mission

Society of the Episcopal Church. |
* * “*

Rev.
formerly Rector of St. John's,
Balmain (Sydney), has recently
returned from overseas and has
been appointed Rector of South

The

The Rev. John Beer, curate
at Mundingburra (North Queens-
land), has resigned to return to
Sydney for further study at
Sydney University.

* *

The former Bishop of Berlin,
Dr Otto Dibelius, died in West
Berlin on January 21 last, at
the age of 86,
|  Bishop Dibelius was imprison-
ed by the Nazis on a number of
occasions for his anti-Nazi
writings.

After the war he was a lead-
ing protagonist for the indepen-
dence of the Christian Church
in Germany. He was also a
leader in the ecumenical move-
ment and was a former presi-
dent of the World Council
Churches.

C.M.S. Youth Rally

The challenge of missionary
commitment at home and abroad
will be put to the youth of Syd-
ney at a CM.S. Youth Rally in
| the Chapter House, George
| Street, on Friday March 10, at
| 7.45 p.m. The C.M.S. League of
| Youth is running the program
| and it will be a ministry of youth
to youth, with a Bible Study,
| missionary interviews and musi-
| cal items all being part of the

former | program.

Australian Church Record, February 23, 1967

On February 2, the Bishop of |

Robert Browne,

| Townsville (North Queensland).
* * * |

of
|

ever rising standard of living.
Many causes for tnis decline
| have been suggested. The after-

is so, we
promotion
nog
rather the re-

blamed. If this
must conclude that
campaigns have
people to give —
verse,

Blame has been laid on the
massive united efforts that have
| sought to channel Christian re-
sources into avenues thought by
various august bodies in con-
sultation to the most deserving.
Inter-church aid and more re-
cently M.R.I. would be of this
kind.

One

been

would doubt whether

these agencies have really drain- |

ed off any appreciable amount.
[In any case M.R.I. has probably
felt the pinch as acutely as mis-
| sionary societies and boards. In-
stead of the hoped for millions
there are only thousands to meet
the list of projects.

This layman believes that the
|most notable cause of the
[trouble lies in the fact that in
Australia at any rate the great
| mass of missionary society sup-
| porters are so busy enjoying the

Peter's | 800d things of these comfortable | Millaf said the measure was ex-

years that they have forgotten
Iwhal sacrifice, struggle an
| effort really mean.

They talk about giving,
|attend meetings, summer school
and house parties, but they can
afford more cars, books, tape
recorders, cameras and other lux-
uries than ever before. Mean-
while the agencies of the Gospel
to which they give lip service are
hard put to make ends meet and
keep their task forces in the
field.

There is something radically
wrong with the kind of
obedience which our affluent
society is being taught to give
their Lord.

And if we are not mistaken
this is being reflected in a scarc-
ity of recruits for both mission-
ary societies and the ministry,
| specially among professionals
| and graduates.
| How does the ordinarily
|amhitious young man or woman
|f el about leaving the security
| of his profession for missionary
or theological training, while his
fellow Christians show a dimin-
ishing inferest in  practical
support?

One other factor warrants con-
| sideration, We see confusion re-
1gurding the nature of what has
been traditionally known as a
|mi\si0n;|r_\, call. A new theology

| SOUTH SYDNEY
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f:m;llh of the Promotion era has|
of | i
Wonthaggi (Gippsland), has been |
taught |

by men and women freely asso- |

themselves in societies

| ciating
of denominational

| independent
| government.

Many of the architects of |
these councils are without mis- |
sionary experience. Their gruml-1
|iose plans promise little, in the
view of experienced missionary
statesmen, or either new men or
money flowing out from the
“Homelands.” |

Possibly much of the trouble |
lies in the fact that we no longer |
|see the unevangelised areas as
“lands that still in heathen dark-
ness lie,” but rather as “political
{and economic partners in a|
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LAY INSTITUTE
ON EVANGELISM

Over the last weekend in Janu.

[newly emerging world society,” | ary some 80 people gathered at
[As such, the church may have| Culverdon, Katoomba, to attend

‘dilﬁ:u!l_\' in seeing the need to|
stir itself on their behalf, |

| |
For the first time in Chile's
‘ history, other churches as well as
!Ihc Roman Catholic will be per- |
mitted to conduct religious teach-
| ing programmes in State schools.
Education Minister Juan Gomez
gave this interpretation of a gov-
[ernment decree after political
| opposition groups had claimed
| it constituted an “imposition” of
|rcligious teaching. Senor Gomez

‘clusivcly for students whose par-
|ents wished them to receive in-
[ struction according to their re-
[ ligious beliefs. There was no
question of providing such teach-
ing only for Roman Catholics,
as had been asserted, he added.

* * *

| Twenty-three national Metho-
dist churches are currently en-
gaged in unity discussions with
the Anglicans, according to a
| survey published by the Church
[of England, The same number
of Presbyterian bodies are simi- |
‘larly engaged, the survey disclos-]
ed. The information is con-
!l;nincd in a 54-page book entitled

the Lay Institute of Evangelism

| organised by the Anglican De-

partment of Evangelism, Sydney
diocese,

The conference sought to look
at questions such as, ‘What is
meant by being prepared by
God?', ‘How is one to be avail
able to God?' and ‘Can one find
a_simple presentation of the
Gospel that still covers all the
essential points?’ In a series of
addresses these and other ques
tions were answered in logical
sequence.

VISITS

The first talk dealt with ‘The
Cleansed Life.” This was follow
ed by ‘The Spirit-filled Life’ and
talks on ‘Walking in the Spirit’,
‘Witnessing in the Spirit’ and
‘The Great Commission’. On the
Sunday afternoon the partici-
pants set out to visit in pairs in
the Katoomba area, each pair
going to some 10 to 15 homes.

This weekend institute was a
forerunner of a planned presen-

| tation of evangelism on a dio-

cesan-wide basis at various

[levels. A series of institutes in

key churches throughout the
diocese is being prepared by the
board at present to be followed
by a city-wide institute at a later

| “Christian Unity and the Angli- | 9ate.

can  Communion” by Canon
David M. Paton and the Rev.
R. M, C. Jeffery.

The director of the Board of
Evangelism is the Rev. Geoff
Fletcher.
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BISHOP OF HURON APOLOGISES

|N a letter to ““The Australian Church Record” on February 22

last, the Bishop of Huron offered an apology to the Primate

of Australia (the Archbishop of Brisbane), and the diocese of
Sydney.

The bishop was the guest |nonsense uncritically

preacher at the opening of |back home in Canada”
General Synod in Sydney | Our columnist is a distinguish-

peddled | debates where the youngsters | Sydney, to which the Primate|
| find it easier to hammer the | refers, are apparently offered con- |
| other speaker than to deal with | ditionally to Anglican travellers.
»d lay member of General Sy | the points under discussion. Can this possibly be true? Or
h.m yoar and SQ““ 2 Sll()!’! ‘;_xjidhLcnli‘imrlnt:r:')'ll(llztliul-‘\l‘lcrs\t{:;ﬂ lp(:ml not deeply concerned is this a curtain of censorship
time in Australia. On his | Gioooi™ by the Bishop's apology | about the remarks of your anony- | that exists only in a few minds?
return to Canada he pub- | o0 he had indeed been worked | mous writer, 1 am disturbed, Do not most Australians in Syd-
lished certain statements |on by “knockers” who are always  however, by the statement of the | ney desire, as we Canadians do,
about the Charch in Aus- |ready to harm the cause to|Primate of Australin made in|a full and open dialogue with
tralia which were re- |which they protest devotion. | his letter published in The Ang- | other regional churches?
published in Sydney. We publish in full the Bishop's | lican and in the Church Times Let me invite the Sydney-
AR . | letter of apology. Whether or | of January 6. { siders to come to “the back-
Our columinist in “Layman’s | 5", ‘our readers find more in | He refers to my article as a | woods of Canada” and tell the
00k” (A.C.R. 12/1/67) referred | iy (han “some modest leeway of | “wounding and intemperate attack | million people who live within
criticism” referred to in the final [ on the Diocese of Sydney.” The | my diocese how we can improve
paragraph, we will leave them | Archbishop goes on to _unpl_\"(mr life as brethren in the
to judge. | that since members of the | Commonwealth and (a goodly
Diocese of Sydney advised me | portion of them) as fellow-Angli- |
BISHOP WRITES and helped me in my travel-plans | cans, [
Dear Mr Editor—May I offer | for Australia, it is surprising to| g help us if we resent your
|my apology to the Primate of |Dim (and by implication, I sup-| frank criticism, or meet with per-
[ Australia and to the Diocese of | POse, to others) that I should | g5na) apuse (as in the Record)
Sydney for my temerity in criti- | Write frankly for —Canadian | 1yther than with appreciation and
cising the “monochrome” charac- | readers about my impressions of | omperate discussion. In a new |
| | the Australian Church and lhc‘\ﬂ"m“,_\, like Canada, with only

es as giving evidence that he

criticisms  were  “foolish

AS OTHERS
SEE US

The Church of England
Newspaper recently carried
the following brief paragraph:

Sydney generosity.

Just back from a trip to ‘
Australia, Canon T. G.$|
Mohan is full of praise for
the generosity of Christiang | ar
giving in the Sydney diocese. § | “simple fellow from the back-
There are 20 parishes giving§ | woods of Canada” should peddle
over £A1,000 to the Church? | remarks that the Editor of the
Missionary Society, he § | Times should know better than

| ter of the Diocese of Sydney in | !¢ : O ‘ L
my December article in the | Piocese of Sydney. a hundred years of confederate
Canadian Churchman. | life behind us, we sorely need |
The Editor of the English' PROVISO? llhe objective opinions and cml-]
| Church Times reproduced a few | Let me hasten to say that I|cisms of our friends and neigh-
of my comments in their issue [ did not understand that the help | bours,
of December 9. Your anonymous | given to me (and which, with a I still believe that most Aus-
[ lay-columnist, in referring to my | sense of privilege, 1 h}l\'(‘ been | gralians think as we do, and will
cle, is not surprised that a|giving to other Anglicans for | continue to offer us, uncon-
many years) was given with the | giionally, a welcome and their
proviso that I must lay aside kindly helpfulness.
my critical faculties, and write | SR T e
and speak nothing but praise of | ‘“') ,”’1‘“";, “’"‘s‘_”} 1S ‘.‘; ask
reports, and this in a country $ | to reproduce in his journal these | the Australian scene. I\T:( 'n]l"t:]l‘\\'lhl(::;l !h'\" ',‘]iLri\mln ::1\
where the congregation has$ | “poisonous” remarks. It is only fair that future Inl-nii\‘&'ncw'.' of !hci; (m,cc\cl]“.:
to provide a rector’s stipend, We have all seen your travellers should understand that true or false? ; J
nouse and car, etc. columnist’s technique employed | this “hand of fellowship,” the | vERLY

® Continued on page 6

good-humouredly  in. teenage | “welcome and hospitality” of

VESTRY 4 VESTRY 5

VESTRY 3

The pmpowdi
chapel of Monash |
University, Mei- |
bourne, features a
circular  building
surrounded by the
accommodation for
a  religious centre
for the University,
The  Architect is
Mr  John Mock-
ridge, of Mock-|
ridge, Stahle and|
Mitchell, ‘

l
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NEW
SYDNEY
BISHOP

The appointment has been
announced of the Ven,
H. G. S. Begbie as Coadjutor
Bishop of the diocese of
Sydney,

The decision was made un-
animously by the standing
committee of the diocese.
Begbie is at
present Archdeacon of Cum-
berland and Registrar of the
diocese. He has held the latter
post since 1960,

Archdeacon

Archdeacon H. G, S. Beghie

Begbie was
1928, After a
Philip’s, East-

he served a
at St. George's,
Hobart, until 1934 when he
became rector of St. Faith's,
Narrabeen (Sydney). He has
continued to serve within the
diocese of Sydney in the
years that have followed,

Upon consecration as
bishop, Archdeacon Begbie
will retain his post as Regi-
strar but will relinquish the
Archdeaconry of Cumber-
land. His place in this latter
post will be taken by Arch-
deacon G. R, Delbridge. The
Archdeaconry of North Syd-
ney, at present held by Arch-
deacon Delbridge, will be
joined to Parramatta.

Archdeacon
ordained in
curacy at St
wood, N.S.W,,
further curacy

Virgin Mary & statue

The Cairns (QId.) “Post” re-
ponts:

As July, 1967, will bring the
50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Sisters of the
Sacred Advent in Queensland,
the Church of England Women's
Guild is planning to complete
the dais for the statue of the
Virgin Mary in Holy Trinity
Church by that date,

At a recent meeting of Church
people it was agreed to use the
money received from a bequest
in the will of one of the Sisters
for that purpose.




SHOULD WE REFORM OUR BAPTISMAL DISCIPLINE?

cover whether the parents are [probably be in order for the

UESTIONS concerning

the administration of
baptism are being asked
with increasing frequency
today. Canon D. W. B,
Robinson, M.A., Vice-
Principal of Moore Theo-
logical College, Sydney,
here !ooks at some of the
aspects.

There is a widespread de-
sire at the present time for a
stricter and more uniform
discipline in the administra-
tion of baptism. But the
problems involved are not
easy to solve, They are not
even easy to identify.

First, it needs to be realised
that discipline (of the kind en-
visaged) does not arise out of |
the nature of baptism, but out
of the fact that baptism has be-
come a means of “joining the
church.”

Baptism, in itself, is some-
thing entirely personal to the per-
son being baptised. It does not
matter to anyone else whether
the baptised person is sincere or |
insincere. But when baptism be- |
came also an ecclesiastical rite, |
requiring certain forms and res-
ponses, “lawful ministers” and |
sponsors, it naturally came to
be regarded as a badge of Church
membership, and other members
of the Church came to be con-
cerned with the standards re-
quired of the candidates and
with the sincerity or insincerity
with which the candidates ap-
proached the rite.

But the problem is strictly a
“Church” problem, not a “bap-
tismal” problem,

EXERCISED

|of a clergyman in

denomination, especially what
the minister can, and cannot, do.

We cannot enforce rules which
are contrary to those already
in the Prayer Book. The Prayer
Book rules can, of course, be
changed; but only in the proper
way, that is, by canon of Gene-
ral Synod.

But it would be improper for
a group of clergy, or even for
all the clergy of a diocese, to
agree to enforce a discipline
which turns out to be contrary
to what the Prayer Book allows
or requires,

COERCIVE?

A parish clergyman has not
been given the task of coercive
discipline in a congregation. He
may wish he had been given it,
but in fact he has not. His di
cipline is only that of admoni-
tion, that is, of preaching and
teaching God's Word, both
publicly and privately. But he is
not a policeman.

If bishops, archdeacons, and
church courts have proved in-
effective in matters of discipline,
this does not mean that the task
has now been committed to him.
His ministry is of another kind.
He should not be deceived by
the appearance of being a
“managing director” which the
circumstances of modern Church
life often make him assume.

His private opinion may be
that haif the members of the con-
gregation are insincere when they
stand up to recite the
Creed; but it is no part of his
job to stop them saying it. Like-
wise, it is no part of his job
to put obstacles in the way of
those who come for baptism, But
he must teach, admonish, warn
and exhort,

What does our Church expect
in the matter

Secondly, any discipline to be | of baptism?

effective must be exercised by
the organisation as a whole, and

It expects him to b:\ptiﬁc :\!I

who are duly brought to him, if

by all its members—not simply | the due profession of repentance,

by the clergy.
However concerned a minister

may be by the state of affairs, |

there is little he can do if the
ordinary members of the con-
gregation are not scandalised by
lax baptismal discipline. It is to
such members, not to the unwit-
ting applicant for baptism, that
the minister should be directing
his admonitions; for until Church
members are aware of some-
thing wrong in Church fellow-
ship, there is, from one point of
view, no problem.

The minister, it is true, has
certain courses of action expect-
ed of him but he will not solve
the main difficulty if he “goes
it alone” in applying additional
rules and regulations which do
not have the effective sanction
of the whole congregation.

If we are considering reform,
our first job is to examine the

existing rules of discipline of our | Baptismal Discipline,

| NEXT ISSUE;

faith and obedience is made.

It does not expect him to hc:

the judge of the sincerity of
those who come. If he knows
them to be hypocrites, he may

| if so moved) preach to them,

as John the Baptist did to those
who came to him for baptism,
“O generation of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bring forth
fruits worthy of repentance . , .,”
but if they persist in their pro-
fession he cannot refuse to bap-
tise them.

On the other hand, a clergy-
man is only required to baptise
the children (or adults) of
own parish, This is the assump-
tion of both the Prayer Book
and the Canons. He is also re-

The Place
of the Congregation in
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his |

quired to baptise only at Morn-
ing or Evening Prayer.

| If he knowingly baptises chil.
| dren from other parishes, or
arranges baptism apart from
Morning and Evening Prayer, he
has only himself to blame for
problems which arise therefrom.

On the other hand, he cannot
require that notice be given of
the baptism, other than that re-
quired by the Prayer Book:
| “When there are children to be
| baptised, the parents shall give
| knowledge thereof over night, or
in the morning before the be-
ginning of Morning Prayer, to
[ the curate.”

He may make it known that
{ he would like longer notice, and
| may provide forms on which
notice can be given, but he|
| cannot make these provisions
obligatory. It follows that
he cannot, at present, demand the
opportunity of interviewing the
| parents. |
| Longer notice could be re-|
| quired by a canon amending this
part of the Prayer Book. It is
| worth noting that, in the case
of adults, a week’s notice at least
| must be given to the bishop of
| the diocese, “that so due care
‘irnu)‘ be taken for their exami- |
nation, whether they be suffici-
‘cml_\' instructed in the prin-
| ciples of the Christian religion, |
| and that they may be exhorted
| to prepare themselves, ete.” |
|
, COMMUNICANTS

It is required that there be
three sponsors for each child
to be baptised, and that these
sponsors  be  communicants.
“Communicant” does not mean
a person who has been con-
firmed, but a person who shows
| his active participation in Church |
| fellowship by coming to the|
| Holy Communion. This rule|
should be firmly enforced. ‘

But who is responsible for
| discovering whether the proper |
| sponsors have been provided,
and whether they are communi-
cants,
| Who, for that matter, is res-
ponsible for discovering whether |
the children for whose baptism
| notice has been given are from |
| the parish?

In my opinion, this is the |
responsibility, not of the minis- |
ter, but of the churchwardens, |

If this could be established,
it would lift a great weight from
the shoulders of the minister in |
those cases where baptism should |
properly be refused, and would
| furthermore bring the represen-
“Llli\cx‘ of the whole parish right
into the picture,

Churchwardens, as their name
| implies, are the guardians of the
rights of the Church, and of the
{ congregation. It is they who have

|

the duty of Kkeeping order in
the time of divine service, and
who collect the offerings of the |
| people. |

They share responsibility for |
| preventing unlicensed preachers
from using the pulpit, and for
seeing that all preachers are
|noted in a book. It is their|
duty to report all breaches of
Church order to the bishop or
archdeacon, In particular, church-
wardens are required by Canon
28 to see that communion dis-
cipline is observed.

They are to be on the look-
out for “strangers from other
parishes” who come often to |
their church, and to forbid them
to be admitted to the Lord’s
Table among the regular parish-
ioners, and “to remit such home
to their own parish churches and
ministers, there to receive the
communion with the rest of
| their own neighbours.”
of their own neighbours.”

It can be argued, therefore,
that, once notice has been given
to the minister of an intended
baptism, it becomes the dmyl
of the churchwardens (a) to dis-
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parishioners, (b) to
whether they are communicants,
and (c) to “show their minister
of them” (as in the communion
discipline of Canon 28) in the
event of there being any irregu-
larity.

If any doubt exists as

discover | Jaw to be clarified by means of
who the three sponsors are, and |

a diocesan ordinance.

Such an ordinance could not
alter the existing law, if that
law is different from what has
been suggested above; but, should
it prove desirable to re-establish

to | discipline along these lines, the

the responsibility of church-|situation could probably be clari

wardens to supervise baptismal | fied within any diocese by syno-

discipline in this way, it would ' dical action.

EDITORIAL
MEN IN A HURRY

Some months ago we told our readers that the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury had appointed Dr Moorman, Bishop
of Ripon, to head the Anglican delegates to the Anglican-
Roman Catholic joint preparatory commission set up to
initiate dialogue between these two bodies.

We thought it was significant that while Anglican dele-
gates came from England, Wales, the U.S.A., Canada, Cey-
lon and South Africa, the Church in Australia was unrep-
resented.

Recent utterances of Dr Moorman and the Archbishop
of Canterbury now raise grave doubts in our minds as to
whether this commission could possibly serve any useful
purpose at this juncture. It may even be a good thing that
no Australian theologian is on the commission.

We say this advisedly since Dr Moorman strongly
holds opinions on Anglican-Roman unity which could, in
themselves, throw the Anglican communion into confusion
and seriously impair its homogeneity. In his recent book,
“Vatican Observed,” he states that in reunion with Rome,
“many Anglicans would regret the disappearance of so much
that is dear and important to them.” He dismisses the
world's Protestantism as “the little company of the re-
formed.”

On January 29 in a Belfast newspaper, Dr Moorman
went on record as accepting the Pope as head of a united
Church when he said: “The leader of the largest contribut-
ing body should be asked to preside over such an assembly.”

He then quoted Dr Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury,
in support as having said: “Given the solution of the major
dogmatic difficulties—and that’s a big presumption—but
given that presumption, unity could take the form of the
Anglican Communion being in communion with Rome, hav-
ing sufficient dogmatic agreement with Rome, accepting the
Pope as the Presiding Bishop of all Christendom, but being
allowed to have our own liturgy and married clergy . 3

If these statements of the Bishop of Ripon and the
Archbishop of Canterbury mean what they say, they are
men in a great hurry. We suggest they should pause and
take breath. They are in danger of outdistancing the great
body of their fellow Anglicans who will not betray a great
spiritual heritage with such nonchalance.

These attitudes are all the more remarkable as we
contemplate large numbers of our Roman brethrea longing
to be free from the authoritarian yoke,

The public Press has made much of the defection from
Rome of a prominent theologian, the Rev. Charles Davis.
More recently, the Rev, Wilfred Stibbs, a former Director
of the Legion of Mary in England, rejected the claims of
the papacy and left Rome, hoping to become a Church
of England clergyman.

The Rev. Herbert McCabe, Editor of “New Black-
friars,” organ of the English Dominicans, agreed with
Charles Davis’ statements that “the Church was very cor-
rupt.” The Provincial of the Dominican order supported
his Editor. Rome, however, has intervened, sacked the
editor and transferred him to Rome. The Rev. Anthony
Stephenson, a Jesuit and a professor in the department of
religion at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, has
recently been received into the Anglican ministry by the
Archbishop of Algoma, Canada. He was trained at Cam-
pion Hall, Oxford.

Mr Stephenson said: “My theological studies and my
conscience have led me to seek admission into the Anglican
Communion. So long as the Roman Church imposes
upon her members, as a condition of salvation, belief in
certain dogmas which have no plausible claim to form part
of the Christian revelation, I cannot in conscience accept
her communion

These are but straws in the wind but other trends
within the Roman Church are also significant. The Vatican's
Sacred Congregation of Rites has sharply criticised Roman
Catholics in the Netherlands and Belgium who take part
in Masses held in private homes and around ordinary
tables. Many thousands of clergy in Europe and America
are asking for freedom to marry.

These things are taking place and Christians every-
where are thanking God for the Holy Spirit's work within
the Roman Church at the same time as a few are prepar-
ing to sacrifice the reformed heritage which seems so desir-
able to many of our enlightened Roman brethren.

NEW CATHEDRAL FOR BATHURST |

,/M APPROVED DESIGN' FOR* ALL' SAINTS CATHEDRAL BATHURST,. N.S.W
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Although the existing All
Saints’ Cathedral, Bathurst,
N.S.W., was only erected in
1924, much of it has been
found to be structurally un-
sound and is to be demoiished.

The  beautiful
Chapel alone is to be retained
and it has been incorporated
into the design for the new
Cathedral by Sydney architect,
Mr N. W. McPherson, Seating
for 1,000 people is planned.

The Communion Table will

be so placed as to allow plenty ‘

Warriors' | Rallies of a

HE first two Lenten
seven
night stand by the Arch-
bishop of Sydney were held
at the Randwick Town Hall
and at the Civic Centre.
| Hurstville.

Over 500 people from the |

rural deaneries of East Syd-

of space all around it, so that | n€¥s Cook’s River and Rand-
the Communion can be admin- | Wick attended the first meet-

istered with the

celebrant | ing and nearly 1,000 people

standing behind the table and | from St. George, Sutherland,

facing the people.
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Bankstown and Marrickville |

| were at the meeting at Hurst-
| ville.

The Archbishop drew atten-
|tion to the tremendous rate of
| growth in Sydney. In less than
200 years Sydney has become a
city larger than any in Western
| Europe with
London, Paris and Berlin. When
he was an undergraduate there
was only one university
in N.S.W. and that had an enrol-
ment of only 3,000 undergradu-
ates.

The Archbishop said he was
a boy at school when Sydney's
population exceeded the figure of
1,000,000 — it now approaches
three million.

ORIENTATION

“We have moved from the
crystal wireless set to television,

|

gas lighting to electricity. When
Archbishop Wright came to the
diocese in 1909 there were 172
clergy and 104 parishes, Today
there are more than 300 clergy
ad some 250 parishes
an ' districts,

* "he British
which many of us were bora,
has ceased to exist; the Com-
monwealth of Nations seems to
be on the way out and Australia

Empire, into
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the exceptions of |

~ ARCHBISHOP MEETS THE PEOPLE

finds itself being compelled to
face a new orientation both to
the Indian and the Pacific Oceans
and in particular in relation to
Asia.

“As men and women who have |

been brought to the point of
personal faith and trust in Jesus
Christ we know that we must
recognise that we stand confront-
ed with an immediate future
which will be crucial
the Church and to the nation
to which we belong.”

The Archbishop went on to
discuss three areas of need and
priority within the diocese: an
effective ministry to those being
| educated at all levels; the prob-
lems of the inner-city churches,
set against the background of
social and economic change in
the inner-city area; and the new
housing areas.

The Archbishop announced
the appointment of the Rev. C.
H. Sherlock, Rector of Hunter's
Hill, as part-time Director of
the New Housing Areas Com-
mittee.

The Church of England Tele-
vision Society, in conjunction
with the Public Relations De-
partment produced a dramatic
presentation on slides which
illustrated a case history of a
family who had moved from an

'E.M.S. Family Holiday

For those who are looking for
a holiday with a difference,
C.M.S. plans to have its usual
Family Holiday between May 14
and 20.

Along with the natural
beauties of Katoomba and the
first-class catering at the C.M.S.
Conference Centre,
families are able to avail them-
selves of daily missionary Bible
| Studies and missionary informa-
tion sessions, at which mission-
aries themselves will be present.

The program is not overloaded
with studies however; and, as the
title suggests, it is a real holiday.
Special progams will be arranged
for the children so that parents

adult sessions.

both for |

holidaying |

inner suburb to a new housing
area, and most effectively
showed the critical situation fac-
ing the diocese at this stage
| The slide set went on to give
a documentary statement of the
development of the new housing |
areas in Sydney.

The seven Lenten Rallies will
| enable the Archbishop to speak
[to at least 5,000 Sydney Angli-
cans.

Shortwave sfation

application made

The missionary radio
organisation, the Far East
Broadcasting Company (Aus-
tralia), last week submitted to [
the Commonwealth Govern-
ment an application for a

| shortwave broadcasting

| licence,

| The application was presented
by executive members of the
Company, including Canon H.|
| M. Arrowsmith, and Messrs, A.
| A. Gilchrist, S. L.Fittell, R.
B. Starky and D. W. Longe. The
men met formally with the Post-
master General, Mr A. Hulme, |
at Parliament House, Canberra,
and were introduced by Mr C.
F. Adermann, Minister for Pri-|
mary Industry.

The application is for permis-
| sion to establish a 50,000 watt
[ transmitter on Australian soil.
| This is designed to take over a
number of transmissions at pre-
| sent emanating from Manila,
|  Members of the delegation ex-
plained to Mr Hulme the value
of broadcasting highlighting the
| Christian message and the demo-
cratic way of life. Programmes
| to India would, for example, in-
|clude news and commentaries, |
| health talks and talks on agri-
| culture, along with the Christian
| Gospel.

Mr Hulme assured those pre-
sent his department would give |
the application careful consider- |
ation. Further inquiries may be |

can be cmircly free to attend the | directed to Box 69, Cronulla, far beyond

'N.S.W.

PLATFORN

(15) CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is very much
part of our Anglican tradition,
Many feel that there is just too
| much about it that is traditional.
| Yet while a great deal is being
| written and said about the need
for discipline in the administra-
tion of Holy Baptism, much
less is said about the rite of Con-
firmation,

The scriptural grounds for
Confirmation are  somewhat
sketchy and wisely, it is not
called a sacrament in the Church
of England. Our Church accord-
{ ingly, does not deny Holy Com-
munion to those who have not
been confirmed.

To the pastor, it
number of

presents a
problems, Little

| Willy’s confirmation at 14 leads

his mother to say; “He's con-
firmed now and doesn’t need to
go to Sunday School.” Correc-
tion Probably this common
attitude brings out all the asso-
ciated problems

There are still parishes in
Australia which proudly present

| very large numbers for confirma-

tion each year by getting

| them at eight and nine and some-

times even younger.

But they still have problems,
Of recent years some bishops
have tried to lay down a higher
minimum age, often 13 or 14,

In Sydney, the rather inflexible
14 has changed a few years ago
to second year of secondary edu-
cation. This actually meant a re-
duction in the age and many
more under 14 have been co-
firmed.

The clergy will generally tell
you that their adult confirma-
tion classes present them with
most  challenge. Anyone who
looks back on a pastoral min-
Istry ¢f some length will cherish
the memory of many adults
whose faith in Christ was in-
deed confirmed at this time,

_“Time” reports that Bishop
Fulton Sheen, R.C bishop of
Rochester, New York, has star-
tled his diocese by raising the
[ confirmation age in his diocese
to that of normal high school
graduation. In the U.S. this
means 18, Bishop Sheen wants to
I{I‘lllgl”&llc a4 new \'crcm()ny at
the age of 13 for a renewal of
baptismal vows,
I know that there are parishes
in Australia which have for some
years set 18 as the minimum age
There have been heart-burnings
about confirmation and many
attempts to grapple with the
problem. It would be interest-
ng to hear from readers who
have thought about this vexed
problem

ARMIDALE
CATHEDRAL
EXTENSIONS

The Bishop of Armidale has
announced that $200,000 is to
be spent on extensions to St.
Peter’s Cathedral. The diocese
was founded in 1867 and the
present St. Peters was opened
in 1872,

In a university city the size
of Armidale, there are frequent
demands for a seating capacity
the limits of the
present small cathedral.

Accredited agents for all major

Airlines and Shipping Companies,

For free, friendly and courteous advice on travel anywhere, consult

MITCHELL'S INTERNATIONAL TOURS

General Agents for Frames'

Tours Ltd., of London. At no extra cost, our International experts will promptly and efficiently
handle all your travel requirements,

Culwulla Chambers, 67 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Phone 28-1329
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Comparafive study’

RELIGION — ORIGINS AND
IDEAS, by Robert Brow. Tyn-
dale Press, London, 1966, pp.
128, U.K. price 6/-.

The author has lived both in
India and Canada and is a gra-
duate of Cambridge, London and
Princeton, His paperback is an
honest and unconventional ap-
proach to the study of Com-
parative Religion,

Its 128 pages do not allow a |
very thorough examination
of the subject, but what there is
is good, He commences with a
study of ifice and priesthood
in primitive religion and always
tries to show the implication for
Christianity, e.g. p.26 when deal-
ing with the Middle Ages, “But
just as the true meaning of ani-
mal sacrifice always tended to
be transformed into a meritori-
ous act which had merit in itself
and forced God to be gracious,
so with the Communion Service."”

Bishop John Robinson, of
“Honest to God" fame, would
be intrigued to find himself cals-
sified with Taoism, Christian
Science, and other sects. After
dealing with the historical de- |
velopment of religion, Brow goes
on to modern religion, especially
in its relation to history
philosophy.

Some of his suggestions are |

thought-proviking, e.g.,, he
suggests the Trinity could be ex-
pressed as — one multiplied by
one multiplied by one rather
than one plus one plus one, He |
comes down definitely for the |
Christian Faith, and he sum-
marises God's invitation to us
“To come just as we are” on;
his last page. |

and |

T. F. McKNIGHT. |
Grace, freewill
and predestination

THE GRACE OF GOD by N. P.|
Williams. Hodder and Stough- |
ton, London, 1966. Pp. 127,
Paperback. 95 cents.

This history of the doctrine
of divine grace was first publish-
ed in 1930 and follows closely
the author’s previous book *
Ideas of the Fall and of Original
Sin" (1927). It is a compact
study of the doctrine in the teach-
ing of St, Paul, Augustine, the
medieval schoolmen, the Refor-
mers, and post-Trent Roman
Catholic theologians, and the
author expounds its
with clarity,

The relationship between grace,
freewill and predestination is a
constant theme throughout the
book, and the portrayal of
Augustine’s thinking in this area
is especially faithful, objective
and detailed.

The author is a Roman Catho-
lic, and towards the end of the
book his own views are stated:
he speaks of “the logical bank-
ruptcy of Augustinianism,” and
it is interesting to note his
gentle observation that the “strict-
ly Augustine doctrine” in the
Anglican Articles regarding pre-
venient grace “has now ceased
to represent the general mind of
the English Church.”

It is not surprising then that
Dr Williams emerges in the last
chapter as a strong Arminian,
emphasising the freedom of
man’s will in determining his
relation to the divine plan; hence
he can speak of an “absolnte
predestination decreed by God
in eternity, but it is a predes-
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| EXPOSITORY SERMONS

| of

| paration

he |

variations |

tination to office, not necessarily |
to salvation.”

It is also to be expected that
“grace” should be equated with
the “Holy Spirit” as the author's
own attempt in the last chapter
to provide an acceptable mean-
ing of the term, an equation |
which he finds Paul making also.

The objective and descriptive
chapters form an extremely help-
ful survey of the doctrine’s his-
tory, but we observe that the
author's flexibility of vocabulary
can sometimes tend towards ver-
| bosity, and that the numerous |
Latin and Greek sentences de-
tract from simplicity. We com-
mend the book for the scholar. |

—B.F.V.K.

Powerful style

ON |
Five, |
Ww. A.
Publishing
American

REVELATION  Volume
Chapters 18-22 by
Criswell, Zondervan
House, 183 pages,
Price $2.95.

Dr Criswell, one of the best |
known preachers in the Southern |
Baptist Convention, preaches to
a orowded auditorium holding
four thousand people at nearly
every Service in the First Baptist
Church, Dallas, Texas.

Here is Volume Five
series of sermons on the Book
the Revelation, which com-
pletes the series. It comes, he
says, after years of study, pre-
and preaching which
meant much to him, and

of his

have

| one can well believe it. There is
| a powerful, vigorous style here,

the preaching is direct and warm-
hearted and Dr Griswell deals
graciously with those from whom
he differs.

No doubt those who sat under
his ministry and heard this
preaching were evangelised, edi- |
fied and greatly encouraged as
he dealt with the great Bible |
themes of salvation and practical
holiness, But as expository ser-
mons they seem to highlight the
part our own background and
training has in forming our
opinions, To your reviewer these
sermons seem o i‘t.' more an
exposition of a pre-millennial dis-
pensational position than an ex-
position of the text of that por-
tion of Scripture in hand. There
seems a certain straining, and
reading meanings into passages
which could well have been
avoided. There appears an en-
deavour, however unwittingly, to |
maintain an eschatological sys- |
tem at the expense of c\cgmi\.‘

Interesting and  stimulating,
obviously the work of a man
deeply committed to Christ and
His cause, but hard to recom-
mend as expository sermons.

—JLEJ,

41 beliefs

}RELIGIONS IN AUSTRALIA by
| Tess Yan Sommers. Rigby Ltd.,
| Adelaide. 1966. pp248. $4.50.
| This collection of popular
articles originally published in
| PIX and now expanded to 41
| beliefs tries very hard to be fac-
| tual and objective and well-nigh
| succeeds. It could be a most use-
|1ul source book for concise in-
il'ormuliun on what many church- |
| es, cults, and religious organisa- |
tions stand for, Nothing els
covers the Australian scene so |
| well and so widely. |
Some will be at a loss to|
understand why Congregationa- |
| lism gets 24 pages of print while
‘Fulhcr Divine gets 6 and Holy
Spiritual Jumpers get 4. The
| explanation, of course, is obvious.
| The only omission, and it is a
| serious one, is The Free Presby-
| rian Church of Australia. It is
‘oldcr. more widely established
|and has thousands more ad-
| herents than many of the groups
| included. Nevertheless, an en-

| lightening and most useful book.
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Miss Van Sommers must be

viously a most difficult task, but
one in which she has avoided
so many of the traps for young

| players.

| congratulated on what was ob-|

The Lord's Supper

- two views

THE LORD’S SUPPER by Ernest
F. Kevan. The Evangelical Press,
London, 1966 pp. 71. 3/6 (UK).

The late Principal Kevan ori-
ginally gave the four chapters
of this book as lectures to a
Strict Baptist missionary confer-
ence in South India in 1960,
He was a great Bible teacher
and this book is thoroughly
scriptural and spiritually satisfy-
ing.

It would be difficult to ima-
gine a book on the Lord's
Supper which faces more cour-
ageously the great spiritual issues
which are met in this service.

| The four chapters are entitled

Remembrance, ovenant, Fel-
lowship and Hope. Modern
writers tend to lose sight of the
great truths of chapters 2 and 4;
Covenant and Hope. Kevan tells
us that “The concept of cove-
nant takes us to the very heart
of the historical setting of the
Lord’s Supper.” Then he ex-
amines this concept in detail,
“Hope" of course, concerns
the personal return of our Lord
stressed strongly in our Prayer
Book but so rarely alluded to
in contemporary expositions of
the Communion service. Kevan
makes it clear that “We do not
properly observe the Lord’s
Supper unless we accept the
truth of our Lord’s return.”
A most satisfying small book
R.M.
IN REMEMBERANCE OF ME;
Aspects of the Lord’s Supper,
by David Cairns. Geoffrey Bles,
London, Feb. 1967. pp. 96.

| $1.60.

Professor Cairns, of Christ’s
College, Aberdeen, has organised
his material in a similar fashion
to the late Principal Kevan.
I'here are five chapters and an
Epilogue. Headings are: 1. The
Lord’s Supper as a Memorial;
2. The Presence and the Gift
in the Lord's Supper; 3. Fellow-
ship in the Lord's Supper; 4.
Sacrifice and Intercession in the
Lord’s Supper and 5. The Lord's
Supper as a Sign of Hope. But
there the similarity ends,

Cairns gave these as five
addresses in St. Giles' Cathedral,
Edinburgh, in an attempt to do
for this century what Robert
Bruce, minister of St, Giles, did
on five Sundays in 1589. He
tells us that his appeal is rather
to the heart than to the intellect.
To your reviewer it appears to
be didactic and sometimes pole-
mical and in these respects,
highly successful.

He makes quite clear the im-
portance of the covenantal
aspects of this sacrament al-
though he is not as systematic
in this nor as insistent as Kevan.

In his last chapter, he strongly
rejects liberal theology's explain-
ing away of the coming again
of our Lord. Over against Bult-
mann and his school he sets
the strong support of Brunner
who says “Faith in Jesus without
the hope of this consummation
is a cheque that can never
cashed . . . a flight of stairs that
leads nowhere.”

|
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Notes and

NELSON APPROVES

“Church and People™” reports

that the inclusion of prayers for |

the dead in the proposed new

Holy Communion service of the |

Anglican Church in New Zea
land received a mixed reception
at the 40th synod of the Nelson
diocese, However, the synod
unanimously approved experi
mental use of the new liturgy
and thus assured the necessary
majority of dioceses to enable
the trial to proceed.

Nelson was once a diocese in |

which evangelical truths were
firmly held. What has happened
to this diocese that it could
unanimously approve the use of
an experimental liturgy which
contains the unscriptural prayers
for the dead, a fruitful source
of great evils in the Church?

ENGLISH EXPERIENCE

In England, the House of Laity
steam-rollered these same prayers
for the dead through despite
well-organised and determined
evangelical opposition. But it
was far from being a unanimous
vote. Large numbers, indeed,
voted against the trial use. We
can only hope that the report
of a unanimous vote in Nelson
was not true,
that New Zealand evangelicals
are less aware than their English

brethren of the subtle evil which |

this permissiveness has let loose
on the Church.

PARISH COUNCIL ACTION

A number of evangelical

parishes in England have realised |

that it would seem to give
approval to error to even allow
such forms of service to be
handed out to churchgoers. They
have passed resolutions with full
approval of their incumbents,
that books or printed matter
containing such experimental ser-
vices be not introduced into the
arish.

Informed opinion must be built
up and mobilised against the
intrusion of prayers for the
dead under any pretext whatso-
ever.,

NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

We do not know to what ex-
tent evangelical Churchmen in
New Zealand are organised so
that there is active spiritual fel-
lowship, study and the sharing
of common concerns. We do
know that it is very much lack-
ing in Australia.

Methodists have their Wesley
Fellowship and Presbyterians
their Westminster  Fellowship.
Evangelical Anglicans in Austra-
lia have no similar organisation,

Evangelical clergy and a few
laity meet each other from time
to time at General Synod and
federal councils and committees
but these opportunitics are fleet-
ing. At the grassroots level,
clergy and people scattered wide-
ly over a
and witness in
and without the encouragement

While Cairns handles coven- | of the warm fellowship in prayer

nant and hope satisfactorily, this
cannot be said of his theology
in chapter 4. He admits that
he iis quite unable to reconcile
the judicial wrath of God against
man with His love for man,
Some readers might be left in a
dilemma of the Professor's own
making. He strongly rejects the
suggestion that in the Commu-
nion there is any re-offering of
Christ's sacrifice.
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and spirit and understanding

We cannot believe |

vast continent, work |
i isolation |

which is possible in a few capi.
tal cities. It is high time we
remedied this situation.

We report so many confer
ences in our pages that we tend
to become weary of them and
doubtful about their value. But
we do feel that evangelicaly in
all States should get together to
learn to know each other, to
share  problems, to explore
| avenues of fellowship and service
and above all to seek the mingd
of Christ for His Church.

KEELE CONGRESS
The National Evangelical
| Anglican Congress is to be held
at Keele in the north of England
in April. The chairman is to be
{John Stott, It is being supported
by five bodies—The Church of
| England Evangelical Council, the
| Church Pastoral-Aid Sociely, the
| Federation of Diocesan Evan-
| gelical Unions and the Fellow
ship of Evangelical Churchmen

Over 1,000 parishes have em

barked on the pre-congress study
courses and 600 delegates from
500 parishes are expected. 300
of these are laity, 65 being
women. We are not greatly im
pressed by the numbers. Great
numbers can weaken effective
ness. We are impressed by the
| broad representation, the healthy
interest of the laity.

At the N.E.A.C. they will con-
cern themselves with some of the
urgent theological and practica
issues facing the Church now and
they aim to speak to them evan
gelically.

IN AUSTRALIA

We might well do something
similar in Australia. Of some
| 2,100 active clergy in all
dioceses, at least a half of these
would be evangelical by convic
tion. There would scarcely be a
| parish in Australia without evan-
gelical laymen. Many of them
write to us from their isolation
longing for fellowship. We evan
gelicals have greater opportuni
ties today than we realise, Who
| will take up this challenge?

' AUSTRALIANS CAN DO IT!
The diocese of Sydney may
make some mistakes, but the
Australian Church should b
| heartened by the way in which
native sons have been promoted
| recently. Following the election
of Archbishop Marcus Loane,
| two senior appointments hav
heen made of men who have
served the diocese well ove
many years—first Canon A, W
],\Im'hm, actually New Zealand
[ born, as Dean of St. Andrew
| Cathedral; and then only las
| week Archdeacon H. G. S. Beg
bie as the third Coadjutor
| Bishop in the diocese.
| Conscious as we are of the
great contribution of Englishmer
| to Australian church life, it is
| a matter of satisfaction that the
| Mother Diocese of Australia is
| now at last giving due recog
nition to its local talent.

Anglicans’ fire aid

Anglicans in the diocese of
Sydney have given more thar
$20,000 in response to an appea
by the Archbishop of Sydney
Archbishop M. L. Loane, to aid
victims of bushfires in Tas
mania.

The money was given by 314
churches and individuals,

BLUE MOUNTAINS CHURCH OF ENGLAND
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COURSE

For Prospectus,

Rev. A. T. Pitt-Owen, B.A. . . . Wentworth Falls 112 '

apply Headmaster

Capital
punishment

Thank you for sending extra
copies of the “Record” in reply
o my two recent telegrams.

Would you Kkindly increase
our order to 30 copies per
fortnight until further nofice.

Letters to the Editor

Paul's day used to wear a sword
as a symbol of his power of

| capital punishment, The same

|

Paul says in Acts 25:1, ‘If I be

The last iwo issues have sold [an offender, or have committed
ell and we hope that sales|anything worthy of death, I re-

iight continue to be good.

Could you please send me
two more copies of the present
suc,

Your editorial on capital pun-
hment was of particular interest
o our local member of
ent who worships here, and it

Parlia- |

likely that he will quote from |

debate on
Parliament

if there is a
ubject in State
veek.

the | ... e
this | that, if

I am enclosing copy of a state- |

ient I read out in church on Sun-

1y, January 29, and which the |

icelong “Advertiser”
n the Monday morning,

(Rev,) PETER PAYN |

The following extracts
om Mr Payn's statement:

are

published |

fuse not to die.’
“This clearly implies that, in

his judgment, there were offences |

for which the appropriate penalty
was death.

“From the Scriptures, I per-
sonally believe that there is only
one answer to these questions.
From the point of view
natural reason, 1 am convinced
you overthrow justice,
you overthrow right-dealing and
honesty and fairness in the com-
munity and you replace these
qualitities with corruption and
anarchy.

“Having sorted out the ques-
tion of justice, it is right for a

Christian to go on and ask ques- |
and

tions about benevolence

| mercy. - )
“The very Old Testament that |

“The first thing to notice is |

jat the Bible assigns special

value to the life of man becavse |
man was created in the image of |
God. Man is not only like God |

n the essential elements of

his |

nature. He is also God's repre- |

n earth, An injury or
inflicted on him is an

ict of irreverenge towards God.
“The second thing to
that the Bible teaches
I men are brothers. On
round, we are bound to

this
love

people criticise for its sense of
justice, speaks also of mercy.
For example, the community
were to show mercy to the
widows and fatherless children
by providing for their needs.
Cain was shown mercy after the

| murder of his brother, Abel.

notice |
that |

“From this, you
that a government may show
mercy to condemned men and

that there is a good case for

may argue

| clemency.

nd respect all men as men. We |
are bound to protect their lives |

ind promote their well-being.
Murder, therefore, is the highest
crime & man can commit against
1 fellow-man,

“The sixth commandment for-
bids malicious homicide but it
is clear from the rest of the
Bible that this does not include

“What worries me in this
issue, however, is that people are
not arguing from the point of
view of justice first, mercy
second. They are arguing from

sentiment; a very dangerous prac- |

tice. They are highlighting the
anguish of the condemned man
and his mother, forgetting com-

| pletely the suffering of the man

capital punishment, Capital pun- | wi S : ¢
| die and his widow and children

ishment is inflicted to satisfy
justice.

“The Bible expressly declares,
‘Whoever sheds the blood of
nan, by man shall his blood be
hed; for God made man in his
own image.’ (Genesis 9:6). Over
and over in the Mosaic law is
the constant injunction that mur-
derers should be put to death.

“There is evidence that the
New Testament recognises this
principle as well. In Romans
13:4, St. Paul says that the magis-
trate ‘bears not the sword in
vain' The magistrate of St

'Kaioomba Conven_tia

The Katoomba
Convention will see the visit of
Dr Theodore Epp, international-
ly known Bible teacher, radio
broadcaster and author. This will
be Dr Epp’s only series of meet-
ings in N.S.W.

Others taking part in the pro-
gram will be Dr Lionel Gur-
ney, Founder and Director of
the Red Sea Mission Team, and
the Rev. David Hewetson,
Australian C.MS. i
ary who has been working in
l'anzania

Inquiries concerning the con-
vention should be directed to the
Secretary, Mr John Dykes, 29
North Rd, Auburn, N.SW.
(Phone 211-0980, after hours
649-8906).

an |
mission- |

who was shot down and left to

who have been left to fend as
best they can on a widow's pen-
sion.

“What worries me, again, is
that ministers of our own deno-
mination who have said on oath
that they assent to the teaching
of the Thirty-Nine Articles of
Religion, do not come out and
say unequivocally with Article
37, that it is lawful to ‘punish
Christian men with death.’

“Christians must surely dis-
tinguish between justice, on the
one hand, and benevolence and
mercy on the other.

“Before he asks any other
question, a Christian must ask,
‘Is a government just or unjust
if it follows the Scriptures and
enacts legislation that prescribes

capital punishment for murder? |

Is it just or unjust for a man
to shoot down another man and
murder him?

“What worries me, 100, is that
people can march in protest over
the proposed hanging of one man
and yet sit idly by while 3,000
people are put to death on our
roads every year through our
own carelessness, thoughtless-

| ness, and selfishness,

“Have we lost our sense of
reverence for life, so that we
can sit unmoved while men die
unnecessarily in their thousands
every year?

“I leave you to make up your
own mind on thig issue, but I

of |

| beg of you, as Christians, to go
|to the Bible and consider the
| question of justice before you
consider mercy or anything else.”
Capital J
-
Punishment—II |

So, “The Bible clearly rcuog»i‘
[ nises that the civil authority has |
the judicial right to take life |
if necessary."”

What if the “civil authority” |
be Hitler; what if the “necessity” |
be the purification of the Aryan
[race; what if the “taking of
life" is at Belsen and not Pent- |
| ridge. Does the Bible justify this |
100?

And
| that

do you seriously think
The Man who said the |
words recorded in St. Matthew
V 44 and VI 14 could have |
agreed with the hanging of Ryan
—or your editorial?

—HOWELL, NORTH-WEST1
AUSTRALIA.

Capital
' Punishment—III

Your support of the action of
the Bolte Government in exact- |
| ing the death penaity on Ronald
Ryan puzzles me,
|  While admitting that the State
| has the judicial right to take
life, 1 would also point out that
the State has the privilege of |
extending mercy as well. There |
| was evidence that Ryan might |
[ well have responded to an ap-
peal to repentance and, given
| the opportunity, might have been
able to make some kind of
reparation to society.
| But even if there were none,
| surely  Christians  would  wish |
mercy to be extended. It is
rather flimsy evidence to say
that Jesus never questioned the |
| right of society to take life in
| such circumstances, The same
| might be said for slavery, yet
[T am sure you would not con-
done that.

I wonder whether you will be
urging the N.S.W. Government |
to restore capital punishment for
murder to the statute books with
the same enthusiasm as you sup-
ported the hanging of Ryan in
Victoria.  Christians in  both |
States must be in a quandary |
wondering which Government is |
| right; each person must support
his own Government even
though each has a different
policy. ‘

Finally, neither history nor
statistics clearly support your
contention that capital punish-
ment is an adequate deterrent
fdr murder. You claim that
| “the Government’s firmness
sprang from dire necessity” to
protect law-enforcement officers.
If the death penalty protects
them, why does the Victorian
Government reprieve any mur-
derer for surely, according to
your reasoning, if it was rigor-
ously enforced, all murder would
cease.

KEN M. ADAMS
Heathmont, Vic.
Financing
church sites

Sydney is an ever-blossoming |
[ ¢city in which areas of bushland

Sydney Church of England Grammar School for Girls

Day and Boarding Schools; Kindergarten to Matriculation.

Under a Council appointed by Synod.

SYDNEY: Forbes Street, Darlinghurst (Phone 31-3445). MOSS VALE: Suttor Road, Moss Vale

NORTH SYDNEY: “Redlands,” Military Road, Cremorne (Phone 90-3347).

WOLLONGONG: “Gleniffer Brae,” Hillview Avenue, Keiraville. (Phone B4283 Wollongong).

The school curriculum comprises thorough religious teaching in accordance with principles

The Church of England, with a sound, general education under a thoroughly competent staff,
For full information, apply to The Headmistress of the school desired.

Phone 222 (Moss Vale).

Founded 1895,

of

Australian Church Record, March 9, 1967

| Genesis, chapter

| Government's
| body some aspects of sex edu-

this year may be new suburbs
in another two.

The Finance and Loans Board |
has endeavoured to help in some
measure with the loan of money
for the purchase of such church
sites that are necessary in these
new suburbs. However, the
board’s thinking has still not left
the rut of the past century. The
repayments on the loan are still
treated as if a stable parish had
borrowed money and now must
begin to repay both interest and
pringipal, virtually at once.

At times the land is purchased
on the behalf of a congregation
that does not exist and from
whom there is no income. In
such cases the interest is placed
against the principal and, with-
in a term of three or four years
when the people have begun to
assemble, the capital debt is a
staggering sum lin which the
people are paying interest on the
interest and still at a time when
the congregation has yet to build
its basic unit of a church hall.

This is not good enough if the

| church is to handle the modern
| situation
|

—A CLERGYMAN,
Bible contest

Some of your readers may be
interested in entering a Bible
Contest held by Bankstown Bap-
tist Church.

The contest is conducted on
similar lines to the International
Bible Contest and is open to any-
one of any denomination. This
year the passage for study is
40 to chapter
50 (incl). A preliminary round
will be held at Bankstown Bap-
tist Church on May 27. This will
be in the form of a written
paper with 30 questions. From
this, six finalists will be chosen
for the finals on July 29,

This is the third Bible Contest |
held by the Bankstown Baptists
and you may be interested to |
know that each time previously
the three prize-winners have
been Anglicans, Prizes are
donated by Scripture Union
Bookshop, the Bible Society and
the Baptist Bookshop.

(Mrs) PAMELA SMYTH.

Sex instruction
in schools

Recently the Central Council
of the Father and Son Move-
ment held its first meeting since
the announcement of the N.S.W.
decision to em-
cation within a modified Health
Education syllabus,

The meeting recorded its ple:
sure at the deveiopment of this
pilot project. It is hoped that
when evaluated and fully im-
plemented it will enable every
child passing through the edu-
cational system to secure system-
atic and reliable instruction in
the processes of human growth
and development of both physi-
cal and emotional level; surely
the birthright of every child. |

Uppermost among the difficul- |
ties, however, will be the task|
of providing a valid and accep- |

| without o
| basis then we must register our

table value context for the
course, In this regard we feel
that some clarification of the
statement attributed to the chair-
man of the Government commit-
tee—"That this is not a morality
crusade”—is necessary.

If this means that no attempt
will be made to impose a code
or standard on the pupils then
we could not be in closer agree-

| ment. However, if it means that

be
and

will
moral

the instruction given

ethical

deep concern,

lo attempt to provide this
instruction in isolation i.e. with-
out a sound value framework,
would certainly perpetuate and
perhaps even accentuate the so-
cial dichotomy and confusion
which exists in relation to mat-
ters of sex. Further, to provide
children with what to some will
be new and vital information
and not provide them with reli-
able “guide” lines of behaviour
would seem to us to be very
regrettable.

In the
moral

of a sound
to the course
system  would
be throwing on to parents,
churches and other community
agencies a responsibility which it
should be prepared to share.

Surely it is not unreasonable
to expect that the basic Chris-
tian values of the meaning and
purpose of life, the worth of the
individual, the inviolability of
persons and the fundamental im-
portance of marriage and the
family might provide the value
framework in  which  such
a course could be developed.,

A factor which in no small
way will contribute to the emo-
tional and moral climate of the
course will be the attitudes of
the teaching personnel involved.

I'he chairman of the Govern-
ment commiltee is resported as
saying that those upon whom the
responsibility for this course
work will fall “won't need a great
deal more information.”

Whilst it may not have been
intended the inference that can
be drawn from this is that the
instructional aspects are of para-
mount importance and the atti-
tudinal aspects secondary. This
we would certainly challenge

Within the community there
are agencies and individuals who
have done a good deal of work
in this and related fields, both
within and external to the school
situation,

We are confident that these
would be happy to make avail-
able their individual and corpo-
rate experience to assist the Gov-
ernment committee in making

absence
framework
the school

| this course one which can open
[ up new dimensions ol living for

young people and lay the foun-

| dation for stable and satisfying

marriage and family relation-
ships. This movement with its
long and acknowledged record of
40 years’ service in the field
would certainly be prepared to
co-operate.
B. H. PETERSON,
Commonwealth President,
JOHN ROBSON,
Commonwealth Director,
FATHER AND SON MOVE-
MENT OF AUSTRALIA.

s s

THE CORELIA CHRISTIAN HOMES TRUST

ing of seventeen units of

A Christian Village for Aged Citizens, consist-

design, in pleasant surroundings, is under construc-
tion at Kirrawee, near Cronulla, Sydney.

For all information and accomodation details, apply to
STAN ROWLANDS, Director,

The Corelia Christian Homes Trust,
P:0: Box 174, Caringbah, N.S.W.

modern and comfortable
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Holiday

POSITIONS |
Accommodation

ILACKH!ATH Fuvnm\ed clean cottage
All conveniences. Phone 631-3592

ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  for _St. (Sydney exchange).

Church Cimnbclllown Twe

, Pipe organ, R.S.C.M. Principal
necessty, For detalls re residence

. teaching, practice and stipend,
apply the Rector, St. Peter's Rectory,
Campbelitown, N.S.W, |

CAMP KOOROORA, Avallable for
camps, conferences, Friday to Saturday
night on short weekends. Maximum 60,
mlnlmu“l 20. Mona_Street, Moni Vale,
99-2341 (Sydney Exchange)

SOUTH SYDNEY
WOMEN’'S HOSPITAL,
Gilpin Street,
CAMPERDOWN.

VACANCIES exist for
MIDWIFERY TRAINEES,
Applicants must be over 19
years of age and in posses-
sion of either Intermediate or
Nurses' Entrance Certificates,

WYKEHURST GUEST HOUSE

For an enjoyable holiday in
Christian  atmosphere,  Good
Food. H. and C, water in bed-
rooms. House-parties taken.

Mr and Mrs H, Bartrop,

219 Katoomba Street,
KATOOMBA.

“METROPOLE”
TEMPERANCE HOTEL

KATOOMBA

FULL-TIME Sister Jor, Church *
home for the aged ard  wages
Phone (Sydney Exunnae] 41 2914

Apply in writing or phone
51-2861 for appointment,

wan(m

Full Board or Bed and Breakfast.
K. L. and F. M. HEARNE
Phone 20,

DIRECTOR: The Sydney | — —
.C. requires an additional full.

time Youth Worker, with experience | VINCENTIA — on Jervis Bay

in promoting activities for youth, cottage, water view, electric

Booth Vincentia. Phone Husk

Applicants should be preferably . ot s
under 35 years, have some aptitude
for physical activities and be prepared |
general and special |

YOUTH
Y.M.C
New

septic,
139,

to undergo both
Ised training

High-grade character qualities, act. |
idealism and association  with
church required
Sound salary provisions,
to age and qualificatoins
tion, etc

FOR SALE

according
superannua- |

SMITH and Wace
tian Biography, 4 vols to gu
reference_work In exullcnl cond,

| Record Office,

JULIAN'S
1616 page
fice,

Write for Interview t
General Secretary
325 Pitt

Y.M.CA.,
Sydney, Dmmnarv of Hymnology

Street,
N.SW . Good order, $8. Record

Wanted

BUSIN(SS WOMAN requires unfurnished

flat_or half-house. Near station, |
Lual—-cmm(ry_,nur“;(g N)rlh Shore _or main mnthrm line. |
MOVE AND STORE WITH THOMAS, Ph. (Sydney Excl\ar\ac) 77-468

ELECTRICAL work, large or small Jobs i e

|
Arcnnmm(inlinn; ;
|
|

PURNIYURI: R!:MOVALISTS
A, R MAS, PARRAMATTA
635- 6688

Dlumnavv of Chris- |
ard

VAAAAAAAAN

LIBRARIES
PURCHASED

SCRIPTURE UNION

i‘ BOOKSHOP
| 239 Elizabeth St., Sydney
26-6161

VAN

Accommodation
Available

FULL BOARD in Christian home, Would
suit young man, Ph, 70-2320 (Sydney)

ACCOMMODATION for
VERSITY STUDENT
logical College.

WANTED

SECOND-HAND YHEOLOGICAL BOOKS
bought, Quotes gplve: C.M
shop, 93 Bathurst Suzﬂ

Sydney UNI-
S at Moore Theo-

Sydney.,

| of E. Bible College. Full Bible course
Ic:lurcs In Sydney .
dence anywhere,
0.

Rumn.:r P Roseville

PAI“‘ CF LARGE HOUSE, Chatswood
¢ Ionnqe dnmg and
bath 5 refer
young married couple. erg: 49-3240

| (Sydney Exchange).

Furniture Removals
[ and Storage

G & C DREW Pty Ltd

66 Smith’s Avenue,
Hurstville
Local, Country and Interstate
Removals

Write or phone 50-8366
After hours 53-7377

Contact David Wolte, licensed contrac- e
tor. Ph, 53-5581 (Sydney exchange),
Specialising 1n churches,

Moreland refurn

The Lord Mayors of Brunswick
and Coburg and their Council-
lors attended the annual h.uk-l
to-St Augustine’s Service on a lieves that the way to full com- |
recent Sunday evening. | munion between the Church of

The Service marked the con- 1|n"l.uld and the Methodist |
clusion of the 75th Anniversary | Church could be eased if both
year of the parish of St Augus- Anglican priests and \Iulhmhs!
tine's, Moreland. | ministers were called “pres-

The Archbishop of Mel-| byters.”
bourne, Dr F. Woods, was the| But, although he is in favour
special preacher on this occa-|of the speedy establishment of |
sion, such full communion, the for- |

Lord Fisher of Lambeth be-

|

ABBOTSLEIGH . . . . . WAHROONGA

CHURCH OF ENGLAND DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS
Puplls prepared for all Public Examinations.
For Prospectus apply to the Headmistress:
Miss H. B. Archdale, M.B.E., B.A., LLM,

CHURCH BULLETIN FOLDERS ‘
For all Occasions
May we send you samples of our large range of folders? There
are hundreds of designs to choose from, both large and small !
size,
Mall this Coupon Today, 1

P

Christian
494 Victorla Ave,, Chatswood, N.S.W.
Please send me samples of bulleting

D avallable from stock E] available on speclal order

[:] sultable for . ... I

Rev./Mr/Mrs/ Miss

l

Lord Fisher on
Anglican-Methodist Union

mer Archbishop of Canterbury
is against the two Churches at |
present pledging themselves to
become unified in a single |
Church. ‘

Speaking at a meeting of |
Anglicans and Methodists at
South Petherton, Somerset, not
far from where he now lives in |
retirement. Lord Fisher discussed
questions to be
two Churches could enter into
full communion with each other.
He explained that the greatest
barrier to this had already been
overcome by reason of the
Methodist Church’s willingness
to become a episcopal Church.

“But,” Lord Fisher continued,
“there is a double problem first.
The Church of England has
priests, The Methodist Church
has ministers and does not call
them priests. What about this?
The simple fact is that Church
of England priests can equally
[ well be called Church of Eng-
land presbyters, which is the
New Testament word, And
| Methodist ministers can cqlmlly
| well be called presbyters too.”
(E.PS.).

“Church
Record” when replying to

Please mention

our advertisers.

Book- |

WANYED 100 more students to enrol In |

J

settled before the | ‘e

| adults
| t0o some

LAYMAN'S LOOK

—at City bashings

| Citizens of Sydney have hgcnfund while in younger age
distributed by recent bashings in | groups it often erupts in \m]gm
city and suburban streets by For Christians this situatior
gangs of youths. Even the death|has a warning and a challeng
of a victim has not prevented |We must all accept some re
| further violence. These groups | sponsibility for the condition of
| apparently act on impulse and |our society. When the Church
with the blind ferocity of the|either through its leaders or b
uu(l;.'lc : the actions of the rank and fi
| hservers have accepts a low standard of cor
| these outbreaks to the usual duc:por integrity, it simply giv
‘suu.xl inferences  which are [ the game away. Malcolm Mue
blamed for juvenile delinquency | geridge, never starry-eyed op
and also to the shortage of | religion, recently  commented
“pO|IC_¢ on the beat. Bul'rhc\'c that the British Council
bashings seem to be not in the [ Churches report on Sex and
ordinary run of the mill. They | Morality reminded him of
| are pointless, profitless and in- | beleaguered fortress running 1
discriminate, They appear as|the white flag just as the enem
random explosions of pent-up | was about to retreat.
fury in the 1!0;:lin_u_ youthful The challenge is for us t
7]“[‘]'::"‘]:‘3':‘ \‘(:E“L"':‘Crr'l"']tg ‘::(r";;'; muin:.;:n a standard of disciplis
ties of group vandalism, directed o d‘”"‘.- ‘lxv\;xng.- lf’- '”‘lc. u.\c'
also against any small group or e ';“\,”‘EFS (i .U“l/:'m' <o
mdmdu‘\] who happens to hg!:]‘:‘(;::.:.lllfl,.:; jn“n;;,L Il:::ur;f :‘:;‘.
Few would question the value dis pumlg fhe rulmmlhllm b
of an experienced and wisc‘u‘u”}iv -”“I lh‘l‘sommumly pot
| police with special n-\pumi!’»ili!_vI‘\\‘.\,‘l SHINC % Sie .
and facilities for meeting this The one unobtrusively to re
menace — not just with force, strain evil influences, and H
but with understanding and other clearly to define the goox
superior strategy. | that should be seen and known
While a street crowd will im- M'l'\ the \»“‘u“,l of ”,“ salt
passively watch one of these |‘, e "ﬂu‘““’,‘md Y. " the
‘lmthu one cannot but reflect 18115:80:80i00 . e + 4

altributed

that the police have an unenvi-
able job, and that they must
wonder at times where the law-
[ less element in the community |
| begins and ends.

Which brings us to our point.
We are in large measure a law-
less community, Maybe that is
| too harshly put. Perhaps we |
should say undisciplined. Cer- |
tainly many Australians regard
as their privilege freedom to
break the law if it suits them
and they can get away with it. ‘
This is the same lawless or
undisciplined spirit which in
will be directed usually |
selfishly unpmhl.lhlc

SOUTH SYDNEY
WOMEN’S HOSPITAL,
Gilpin Street,
CAMPERDOWN,

VACANCIES exist for
DOUBLE and "RIPLE
CERTIFICATED SISTERS.

5. ANDREW
(VIHEDRAL SCHOOL

(Registered under  the
Endowment Act),

The Church School at the Heart of
the Diocese.

(Founded by Bishop Barry,
14th Julv 1885.)
The

School for (athedral Choristers,
ENROL
Is your church dation for an 0
loo pupils in the new uhool.
Primary to Higher School Certifi-
cate and Matriculation. Provision
for Language and Technical
Courses, Staff of experienced
Teachers and Graduates. Generous
Scholarships provided for Cathe-
dral choristers and Probationers;
choral training in the Cathedral
and in the School under the
direction of Michael Hemans,
M. Mus.,, Cathedral Organist and
Choirmaster.
Pmsnecuu apply to:
The Headmaster
Canon M. C. Newth, B.A., Th. L.,

M.
(TELEPHONE: '61-7836.)

Apply in writing,
or phone 51-2861
for appointment,

Bursary

ddivi

displaying an

A.C.R. poster?

available on request )

MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED
30 CITY ROAD, SYDNEY — Tel.: 211-4277 (4 lines)
BRANCHES
CARINGBAH —Kingsway, Willarong Road .... 524-7328
EASTWOOD—8 East Parade .................. 85-1955
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RESTLESS

NATURE

ter is peculiarly suited for the
sinful man to live and dne in.
lhm. is a restriction or “bond-
age”

"HE disastrous bush-fires around Hobart last month be removed when the sinful man
the loss of over 50 lives, the destruction of whole
townships and the unparalleled devastation of the
Jovely Tasmanian countryside shocked the whole of RESTORER OF MAN'S DOMI-

Australia.

In this Bible study, the Revy Bruce Smith,

B.D., Th.Schol., Lecturer at Moore Theological Col-
lege, Newtown, N.S.W., helps us to understand afresh tive was seen quite clearly by
man’s struggle with his environment.

From time to time in our |
hurch services we find ourselves
wging hymns or listening to
rmons about God's wonderful
yrovision through nature of all |

r material needs. The Harvest

estival services are a good |

ustration of this theme.

“He sends the snow in winter,

I'he warmth to swell the grain,

I'he breezes and the sunshine,

And soft refreshing rain.”

But while we are singing
these very lines some part of our
own country or some other coun-

vy is being devastated by fires

r floods and lives are being lost
1 freak snow storms or earth-
juakes.

I'he Bible makes it manifestly |
clear that |hc produce of the
carth is a n of God’s con-
tinuing provision for His crea-
tures (Gen, 1:29, 30: Pss. 65,
104, efe) but the Bible also
makes it clear that all is not
well in the world of nature and
that this very deficiency is inti-
mately bound up with the prob-
lem of man's salvation,

I'here are four things, at least,

hich the Bible has to say to

s on this very important ques-

m:

Firstly,
WAS MADE
DOMINION,

This truth is stated at the
very commencement of the Bible
n Gen. 1:26-30, The creation
story of Genesis 1 brings home
to us the significance of man by
howing that he was the last act
f God's creation, that he was
nade after a definite announce-

ient (1:26), and that he
1ade to exercise dominion over
he works of God's hands.

FOR MAN'S

[TON IS CHALL

was |

Pmllm 8 recognises the same |
truth: “Thou hast made him to |
have dominion over the works
of thy hands; Thou hast put .«ll‘
things under his feet.” (vs. 6.). |
In the light of this every inven-
tion and act of man which in-
creases his dominion over his
environment is a fulfilling of
this fundamental task and role.

The development of the first |
stone<cutting  implement, the
making of the first raft or boat,
the evolution of the aeroplane |
and rocket research, all these
advances are indications of
man’s increasing dominion over
the works of God’s hands. [

Secondly, MAN’S DOMIN- [
INGED AND |
FRUSTRATED, |

Once again we go back to the
early Genesis narratives. The
Bible says not only that the
created world is “very good”
(Gen, 1:31) but that it is also
the sphere within which man
must undergo the sentence of
death which rests upon him. |

Gen 3: 17ff describes the
cursed environment in which
all men since Adam have lived
and died. We face a world which

| only reluctantly yields the bene- |
GOD'S CREATION |

and which
all who
within it |

fits which we desire
takes its toll upon
struggle to survive
(vss, 17-19).

All may have been lovely in
the Garden of Eden (Gen 2)
but this is no longer true of our |
world, our environment is the
one which God has deemed
lappropriate for the rebellious
man,

Thus the Genesis stories say
two things about our world, It
is God's creation, and its charac-
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has been changed (Rom. 8:
18-23).
Thirdly, CHRIST IS THE
NION.

The fact that man's dominion

over his environment is defec-

the author of the epistle to the
2: 5-8, but this
that what
dominion

Hebrews in ch.
| same writer also saw
was lacking in our

| is not lacking in Christ's (vs. 9).

Hebrews, like the New Testa-
| ment as a whole, concentrates on
| the fact of death. While it re-
mains true that man must die his
dominion is always frustrated,
the dust of our environment |
always wins in the end.

But this is precisely the point
at which Jesus Christ broke the |
mastery of our environment
over us, He conquered death,

This was His greatest and
ultimate victory and all His
miracles were but a prelude to
this final moment.
that “edenic touch™ to all His
contacts with human misery and
infirmity (compare the
tions of Isa. 11: 1-10; 65: 13ff.)
but nowhere was this touch
more clearly seen than on Cal-
vary and at the garden tomb,

Man’s lost dominion and the
wwkward  relationship  which

| exists between him and his en-

vironment is wonderfully sus-
pended in the ministry of Jesus
because of His obedience to His
heavenly Father.
“0 loving wisdom of our God!
When all was sin and shame,
A second Adam to the fight
And to the victory came.”
Fourthly, CHRIST'S
ACHIEVEMENT WILL BE

| OURS TO ENJOY,

This is the great hope of the
New Testament. Christ's victory
was not a display just for us to
look at but was for our sakes.
We need only to read Hebrews
2 and 1 Cor. 15 to see the truth
of this.

His present dominion will be
our ultimate experience, This is
the great moment for which we
hope (Rom, 8: 23-25) and for
J»\huh nmm. itself also waits
| (Rom. 8: 18-25).

The valleys thick with corn
land the prioperties devastated
| by droughts both testify to fun-
| damental truths about our world
| and we who live in it
| This
‘hc still
(Gen 8:
| environment
fully co-operate

continues to sustain
22) but it is also the
which does not
with us and

does not submit to our mastery

without a struggle,

These two truths about our
environment correspond to two
truths about ourselves: We
God's creatures made in His
| image to enjoy His handiwork
| and yet at the same time we are
sinners living under sentence of
death.

If the plentiful harvests sum-
mon us to acknowledge God as
Creator, the disasters of nature
call upon us to recognise Him
1 as our Rult-enwr.
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Chinese Bishops
defained

reported that

BISHOP
APOLOGISES

® Continued from page 1 It is reliably
Dr Michael Chang, Bishop of
Fukien, the two  assistant
bishops, the Rt Rev Moses P, H.

2 \ i gt Hsich and the Rt Rev Y, T.
ormal and representative dio- . Ri iy st S
cese of the Australian (hunlml"“' the Bishop's secretary, Mr

and the Anglican Communion? | Yang Wei-Chung, the Methodist
Are there clear \u.n\ of this? [ leader, Dr James L. Ding, and
/ ) o s . .

And is the Primate’s remark | other prominent Christians have

So far no one hag picked up

this part of the dialogue.
Are your diocesan leaders en-
couraging Sydney to become a

Jesus brought |

anticipa- |

is God's creation which |

are |
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Australian Church Record, March 9, 1967

about Sydney \hcddxng. its “spirit p
lof intolerance” “years ago,” a been detained .mfl sllhmll.l%d‘lo
the public  humiliation

statement that can be firmly
established? meted out to other real or sup-

Are the diocesan gates now |Posed opponents of the ."Qr'ulc-
open to clergy of varying types | tarian cultural rc\'uh'nmn. ' They
101 churchmanship? Is there now | are said now to be in an indoc-
true brotherhood and unity of | trination camp,
purpose between Moore College
and the other Anglican Theo-
logical Colleges of Australia?

If these questions can be an-
swered affirmatively, then truly
i I am a “simple fellow” who has |
‘I‘un workxd on by some
| “naughty Australians” who also,
as your writer alleges, might
have sold me the Harbour Bridge
if they had put their minds to it!

PROGRAM

My apology to the new Pri-
mate is a sincere one. His in-
vitation to the travelling Cana-
dian bishop to preach a General \
Synod sermon was not lightly
accepted or fulfilled.

I shared with the General Sy-
nod some of our Canadian prob-
lems in the World Mission pro- Apply in writing
gram and indicated a few new l. . 51.2861
pl(h\\.l\\ that we were attempt- ol mm‘. sk
ing to travel, At the time it for appointment.
seemed 1o be well received —
but then I was engaged solely
in self-criticism.

I hope that my later essay in
“other-criticism” will not serious-
ly hurt the unity of the Aus-
tralian Church, In the Ecumeni-
cal Movement we have had more
of the spirit of Christian unity |
since at Edinburgh we duhhu-
ately departed from the “ami-
able deception” of earlier years,
and began to speak frankly and
honestly to each other of our
differences and difficulties.

Perhaps unity will increase in
the Australian Church as frank-
ness in dialoge: is established, | 4
[and as some modest leeway of |
criticism is allowed to the occa- | oo s sult

sional outsider, even though he ’
Doug McDougalls

has been helped through local
hospiatity, o O CHRISTIAN
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same

indication that
Christians have been specially
singled out by the Red Guards
| for persecution, They merely
suffer in the general onslaught.

(“C.E.N.")
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The Rev., Lawrence and Mrs |

Barlett are rejoicing in the birth

of a son, Mr Bartlett is Precentor |

of St. Andrew’s Cathedral,
Sydney.
* * *
The death has occurred at his
home in Peakhurst, N.S.W., of

the Rev. William Kingston, aged

77. Mr Kingston was formerly 38 |

years Rector of St Andrew's,
Lakemba. He is survived by his
wife, Evelyn, and children, Bill,
Tom, John, Margaret (Mrs
Wilson), Paul, Patricia (Mrs Bell)
and Arthur,

* * *

Dr Paul White left Sydney on
February 25 on an extended
overseas tour, Dr White will pay
a three weeks' visit to South
Africa, from February 28 to
March 22, where he will be
speaking to people of all races
1 universities, missions, schools
and churches, Later he will visit
Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya and
Tanzania. On April 27 he will
fly to London to take part in
Scripture Union Centenary
celebrations and other S.U. acli-
vities. He will be in Switzerland
for the International S.U.
Conference in May. He will
also be visiting other countries,

* * *

Mr David Claydon, General
Secretary of Scripture Union in
N.S.W,, left Sydney last week

en route to London to take up|

his Churchill Fellowship award.
Mr Claydon will be studying
especially work among High
school students and means of
reaching these young people with
the message of Christ. He will
be visiting a number of coun-
tries in Europe and North
America and will participate in
the International S.U. Con-
ference in Switzerland in May,
* * *

The death has occurred in
Sydney of Mrs Bessie Maud
Wade, wife of Archdeacon A.
L. Wade. Mrs Wade s survived
by her husband and daughter,
Gwyneth Cecilia (Mrs A. H.
Cameron). She was predeceased
by a son, Mervyn Leslie. The
funeral took place from St
Mark’s, Avalon.

* * *

On Saturday, March 4, at St
Mark’s, Darling Point, the Arch-
bishop of Sydney officiated at
the marriage of Richard Stapyl-
ton Fyffe Lamb to Maureen Ruth
Dain, second daughter of the

Right Revd, A, J. and Mrs Dain.
| The couple will make their home
at Blenheim, N.Z.

* * *

Mr N. W, Mein, a well-known
Sydney layman and a parishioner
of St. Philip’s, Eastwood, retired
as Registrar of Probate in Feb-
ruary. After a holiday abroad,
Mr Moin will take up private
practise as a solicitor.

* * *

The Rev. S. R. Colefax, of
Cootamundra  (Canberra-Goul-
burn) has been appointed rector
of Koorawatha.

* * *

The Archbishop of Uganda,
Rwanda and Burundi (the Most
| Revd. Erica Sabiti) consecrated
the Revd. R. E. Lyth to be the
first bishop of the diocese of
Kigezi, the densely populated
and mountainous district in
south-west Uganda, The diocese
was inaugurated and the bishop
installed on Sunday, January 22.
He is the only non-African
bishop in the province,

* * *

The Rev. K. 1, Leask, rector of
St. Stephen’s, Port Kembla (Syd-
ney), is to be rector of Holy
Irinity, Dulwich Hill.

* * *

The following men were
ordained at a service in St
Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney, on
February19:—

Desmond William
B Th L.
Th.L.,, Colin
B.D., ThlL.,
Newton, Brian
‘ Th.L.
| Priests:
| Barry Johnson Bevis, Th.L.,
| Allan Morrison Blanch, B.D.,
| Th.L., David Edward Firmage,
| Th.L., Robert Francis Goodfel-
low, ThL. Owen William
Thomas, B.A.,, B.D., ThL.,
[ Anthony Glennie Tress, Th.L.,
John Warren Wise, Th.L.

Victoria

The Rev. T. Thorn, formerly
priest-in-charge of St David's,
Doncaster East (Melbourne), has
been appointed chaplain to Cam-
berwell Boys' Grammar School,
his appointment to date from
April 1.

Holland,

Kruse,
Barrett
Siversen,

Graham
William
Clair

* * *

The Bishop of Tasmania, the
Rt. Rev, R. Davies, has been
conducting a mission in the
parish of St. Matthew's, Chelten-
ham (Melbourne) over the period
from February 26 to March 5.

| SERVICE
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Graham Jefferys, |

Overseas

The Rev. Rix and Mrs Warren
are rejoicing in the birth of a
daughter, Ann Elizabeth, born
at Asucion, Paraguay on Febru-
ary 1,

* * *

The Synod of the Spanish
Episcopal Church has elected
Dean Ramon Taibo, 56, of
| Madrid as its new Bishop, re-
| placing the late Bishop Santos
Molina. Bishop-elect Taibo was
baptised a Roman Catholic, be-
came a Presbyterian lay preacher
and was later confirmed as an
| Episcopalian. He had recently
| been serving a parish in Madrid,
| * * *

The Very Rev. Dr George F,
MacLeod, who was created a life
| peer in Queen Elizabeth’s New

[ his intention to resign in Septem-
ber from the leadership of the
[lona Community which he
| founded in 1938, An eight-man
committee has been set up under
the chairmanship of the Rev. Dr
William Neil of Nottingham
University, to consider the future
of the community, its plans,
manning and financial structure.

Elsewhere in
Australia

As reported in an earlier issue

[of A.C.R. the Bishop in Iran, |
Dehgani. |

{the Rt. Rev. Hassan
Tafti, is visiting Australia at the
j invitation of C.M.S. between
March 1 and April 12. He will
|be in Western Australia from
March 1 to 6, South Australia
| from March 6 to 13, Victoria
from March 13 to 25, N.S.W.
from March 25 to April 5 and
Queensland from April 5 to 12.
* * *

Marie
working

Deaconess
who has been

Kingston,
in St

| George’s, Invermay, Launceston, |
has been appointed secretary of |

| the Overseas Department,
Hobart, the diocesan missionary
| department.

| * * *

| The Rev. H. E. G. Shepherd,
[ chaplain at the
General Hospital,
has been appointed an honour-
ary canon of St. Peter’s Cathe-
dral, Adelaide.

Repatriation

-———

® Dr Alan Redpath, well-
known British evangelist, who
| will be the main speaker at the
32nd National Christian Endea-
Convention in Adelaide
from January 11-19, 1968,

| vour

[

| Bishop Fulton Sheen, the well-
known US. Roman Catholic
bishop, has announced that chil-
dren in his diocese (Rochester,
N.Y.), will in future be confirm-
ed about the time they graduate
from high school instead of the

| traditional age of 9 to 12 years.

| The Constituent Assembly of
Youth of South Vietnam vetoed
the introduction of a State re-
ligion in a vote taken the end of
January. Instead, it approved the
safeguarding of religious liberty
| by constitutional means (85 of
the 92 members present favour-
{ed the latter motion). In
[ future, religious liberty will be
| subordinate only to the common
good and public order.

The introduction to the legal
“codc of Ecuador will np longer
‘rcfcr to “the Christian tradi-
tion” of the country, nor will it
speak of God as “the Supreme
Lawgiver of the universe.”
ever, the prayer for God's pro-
tection has been retained. The
new version was recently passed
by the Legislative Assembly.

A Baptist book store is opera-
ting in Barcelona, Spain, with
Government permission. It is
{located on an important street
of the residential area of Bon-
anova. About 75 people attend-
ed the dedicatory service on
December 20.

How- |

' THEOLOGIANS CONFER

| The first conference of the
|recenlly formed Australian Soci-
ety for Theological Studies took
place from Wednesday, February
|8 to Saturday, February 11 at
Wesley College.

|  Over one hundred theologians,
[clergy and lay folk, gathered

[ from all over Australia and from |

| New Zealand to hear between
thirty and forty papers on a wide
variety of theological topics.

At the opening lecture, which
was held in the Stephen Roberts

| Lecture Hall of the University of {
Sydney, in the presence of the |

Chancellor, Sir Charles McDon-
ald, the Rev. Dr N. J. Young
| delivered a paper on Conscience

: {and Authority in Newman's Apo- |
| Year's honours, has announced |

logetic,

In the two and a half days
that followed three or four
papers were given concurrently
so that participants could make
their choice between a wide
variety of papers on subjects in
the field of theology, biblical

studies, church history and phil- |

osophy of religion.

Canon D. W. B. Robinson
delivered a paper on The Salva-
tion of Israel in Romans 9-11.
Mr E. A, Judge spoke on the

Paphligonian Oath, The Rev. B. |

R. Davis gave a short paper on
Was Bishop Broughton a Trac-
tarian?

A series of Colloquiums were |

held during the conference when
there was opportunity to discuss
| the implications of the various
papers. In a number of the Col
loquiums the subject of author-
ity in the Church was very

clearly brought out and the fact |

that there were two very clearly
| divided camps of Catholic and
Reformed thinkers became evi-
dent,

During the conference plans
were made to draw up a consti-
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Marriage courses

The Father and Son Moy
| ment has announced details ¢
its “Thinking of Marriage
Courses for 1967, The movemer
will conduct three courses fro,
its Headquarters, 15 Goulbur
St, Sydney, and the remainin
[seven in Parramatta (Ma

November), Bankstown (M
and October), Sutherland (June
and Newcastle.

Specialists from various field
will again be taking part in tl
courses which will carry a def
nite Christian emphasis.

Mr Robson stated that increa
ing numbers of young people a
attending  these courses o
| recommendation from their mir
ster or doctor.

Couples can register for th
course on the first night of the
particular series. Further partict
lars are available from the move
ment on 211-5644,

tution for the Society and to plan |

| future

‘ Congresses, There was

discussion of a possible national
theological journal and there

g | was some suggestion that Canon |
Springbank, |

R. S. Foster's New
Theological - Review might be-
come such an organ for the
whole of Australasia. The suc-
cess of the Conference and the
lSuuicly up to the present owes
|much to Dr J. Tulip of the
English Department of Sydney
| University, who is very keen to
| see theological studies play their
proper part in University life,

A.N.C.M. dedication

The Australian Nurses' Chris-
tian Movement is holding a
special function at their nurses’
| holiday home, “Hokonui,” Lili-
| anfels Avenue, Katoomba,
| Saturday, 18th March, at 2 p.m.

The recently remodelled sec-
tion of the home will be dedi-
cated to the memory of Sarah
Ann Plumb, first Organising Sec-
retary of AN.CM. in N.S.W

A buffet lunch will be avail-
[ able at 1 p.m. Book for lunch at
| ANN.C.M.,, 381 Pitt Street, Syd-
| ney. Phone 61-3923,

Zealand

on |

On 8th March, 1942 in St
Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney
Archbishop Mowll ordained 1
men from Moore College
deacons. Twenty-five years later
all are still active in the ministr
in Adelaide, Melbourne, River
‘ ina and Sydney dioceses.

The men were: G. C, Bennett
[C. J, Cohn, A. R, A. Freeman
A. H. Funnell, B. G. Judd, J, I
W. Mason, R. S. R. Meyer, J. R
Noble, S. N. Paddison, W. A
Watts, and N, Woodhart.
| On March 8 last, many o
[these men and their wives were
invited to a dinner to celebrat
the silver jubilee of their ordin
tion to the sacred ministry, hek
at the Roseville home of the
Rev, Rex Meyer, It was a very
happy occasion and the Rev
| George Bennett, Rector of St
Luke’s Whitmore Square, Adel
{aide, accompanied by his wife,
| travelled 1,000 miles to be pres
lent.

Rev.
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Mr.
Miss
ADDRESS: .

RENEWAL: O

O Cheque

0 Money Order
O Postal Note
iption: A lii

ENCLOSED:

Sub

or $3.50 U.S.).

$2.50 P.A; New Zealand— 20/
(N.Z.) P.A.; Other overseas—$3.50 (Aust.) P.A. (28/ Sterling

FOR:

Printed by John Fairfax and Sons Lid,, Broaaway, Sydney, for the publishers

The Church Record Ltd., Sydney.

THE AUSTRALIAN

CHURCH RECORD

THE PAPER FOR CHURCH OF ENGLAND PEOPLE — EIGHTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION

No. 1384—March 23,

1967

Registered at the ©.P.O., Sydney, for transmission by post

as a newspaper,

Printed by John
Sons Lid., Broadway,

Fairfax

and

Sydney. Price 10 cenf_s

AUSTRALIA AT EASTER

By the Rev. Lance R. Shilton

THE average Australian enthusiastically welcomes Easter. It
enables him to get away for a few days with the wife and kids
for a “bit of a break.”

Donald Horne's assessment
is generally correct, “The be-
liefs that sustain most people
are those of family, fraterna-
lism, happiness, fair goes, etc.”

“Around these, if the conver-
sation turns to religion, there
may form misty memories
Christian belief, principally those
associated with the Golden Rule,

which becomes an expression of |

mateship.”

Yet in the midst of this
nebulous, phlegmatic  atmos-
phere, when religiously inhibited
“Aussies” are in a gay holiday
mood, there's an opportunity of
stating relevantly that the Risen
Christ is able to meet the needs
of all types of people, on any
occasion, in a variety of circum-
stances, That's the practical mes-
sage of Easter.

The same Risen Christ who
appeared to the disciples in a
bodily, physical form, appeared
to men and women of the early
Church in a spiritual, personal
form, All were equally convinc-
ed.

And we, too, in our day and
generation, may also be abso-
lutely certain that Christ can
meet our need with His victor-
ious Resurrection Power,

1. THE RISEN CHRIST RE-
LIEVED THE EMOTIONAL
DISTRESS OF MARY MAG-
DALENE.

Like the other women who
came to the tomb, she felt her
bereavement deeply, Listen to
her words outside the empty

tomb as she speaks to someone |

whom she thinks is the gardener,
“If you have removed Him, tell
me where you have laid Him,
and T will take Him away,” as if

e, in her own physical strength |
S, 8 fe DWIL RN iy | Jerusalem and told the disciples

would be able to carry the body
of the Lord. That was the ex-
cessive language of devotion,

Then came that personal word
to her from the Risen Christ,
calling her by name—"“Mary.”
And she replied, “Rabboni"—
Master.

Immediately our Lord said to
her, “Touch me not, for I am
not yet ascended.” This is the
constant temptation of the be-
reaved to try and place their
emphasis upon that which is
passed and which belongs to the
old life.

As Christ is now ascended,
we may touch Him by faith in
times of bereavement and find
that He is able to meet us in our
need, He is victorious over the
grave and opens the gate of ever-
lasting life to all who believe in
Him,

By reasoning with this emo-
tional woman Christ turned her
feelings away from herself into
active service for Him, for He
said, “Go to my brethren and
tell them.”

of |
| Messiah would come, and hoped

2. THE RISEN CHRIST RE-|
SOLVED THE INTELLECT-|
UAL DIFFICULTIES OF TWO |
MEN ON THE EMMAUS
ROAD.

They had their intellectual
problems, They thought they
knew the Scriptures, They keenly
anticipated the time when the

that in Jesus there would be the
fulfilment of all their dreams and
aspirations, and yet He had been
crucified and buried.

As they reasoned together on
this seven-mile walk from Jeru-
salem to Emmaus, they were
joined by a stranger, who asked
them what they were talking
about and why they were sad.

They told Him of their dis-
appointed hopes. And He said,
“How dull you are! How slow

| to believe all that the prophets

said.” (N.E.B.) Then He explain-
ed to them the passages which
referred to Himself in every part
of the Scriptures. These intellec-
tuals were deficient in their
knowledge of God's Word,

When they reached the end of
their journey, the stranger made
as though He would have gone
on further, but they constrained

| Him to stay with them, Then a

remarkable thing happened, The
Guest became the Host, and took
charge of the whole situation.
He took the bread, blessed it,
broke it, and gave it to them,
Luke tells us that their eyes
were opened and they recognised
the Christ, and said to each
other: “Did not our hearts burn
within us while He talked with
us on the way, and while He
opened to us the Scriptures.”
Their  emotions had  been
touched, their intellects enlight-
ened and their wills redirected.
They returned immediately to

what had happened.

So it
Lord Jesus, as a Stranger, per-
haps, walks with us on the road
of bewilderment and intellectual
difficulty, we invite Him into our
company as a Guest, but soon

He becomes the Host, takes con- |

trol, and reveals Himself to us
and enlists us in His service.,

3. THE RISEN CHRIST RE-
FUTED THE UNBELIEVING
STATEMENTS OF THOMAS.

Here are the essential points
in the story of Thomas, often
called “Doubting” Thomas. Yet
there did not seem to be any
doubt in his mind. He said quite
plainly to the other 10 Apostles
who testified to the appearance
of the Risen Christ, “Except 1
shall see in His hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger
into the print of nails, and
thrust my hand into His side, I
will not believe,”

That was a definite statement
of dogged unbelief, as well as an
arrogant claim to the right to
lay down the conditions of belief,

Many today wonder why they

| they have gained control is him-

| my God.”

[ become aware of His approach.

cannot find Christ in the specula-

tions of philosophical discussion, |
or in the test tubes of a|
scientific laboratory, or in the|
cold mathematics of a geometric
equation, because, like Thomas,
they are saying, “Except I see,
I will not believe,” They remain
in uncertainty and unbelief for
years, perhaps for a lifetime,

Thomas maintained his atti-
tude for a little over a week.
The record tells us, “After 8 days
again Christ's disciples were
within, and Thomas with them: |
then came Jesus, the doors being
shut, and stood in the midst, and
said, Peace be unto you." (John|
20:26). ,

When the disciples shut the|
doors, they never meant to bar |
them against Jesus. They were |
afraid of the hostile Jews and
only acted in self-defence,

It is the fragedy of many a
life that its doors are shut
against the Son of God.

Sometimes it is engrossment
in pleasure, or in business, or
in friendships: in things which
are perhaps lTawful in themselves,
but when these gain the ascen-
dancy, they become the masters
demanding all thought and
energy, until the man over whom

self behind closed doors.

But Christ is inevitable. He
may come even when the doors
are shut. He made His way into
the presence of Thomas. Fur-
thermore, He was prepared to
meet the conditions laid down
by Thomas, And in the wonder
of that personal relationship,
Thomas humbly and enthusias-
tically exclaimed, “My Lord and

His unbelief was met, not by
speculation, but by revelation;
not by discussion, but by declara-
tion; not by scientific enquiry, |

| but by personal experience.
is with us, When the|

The whole attitude of Thomas |
was transformed by the presence
and power of the Risen Christ.
This experience touched every
faculty of his being — emotions,
intellect, and will, and brought
him the peace which passes all
understanding.

The crowning pathos of life
for us is to close the doors of
our life more tightly when we

The crowning glory is to fling|
them wide open so that the
King of Glory may come in.

I do not know what kind of
a person you are.

® You may be an emotional
type like Mary:

® You may be an intellectual
tvpe like the men on the way
to Emmaus; or

® You may be an unwilling
tvpe like Thomas;
or, perhaps, a combination of
all three

The Risen Christ can meet
your need, whether it be bereave-
ment. or bewilderment, or un-
belief.

Let Him come to you, now.

CITY LANDMARK RENOVATED

| 65 ol .
Archbishop
.
on humanism
Six Hundred people squeezed
into the Great Hall of Notting-

ham University (which seats 300
people in comfort) to hear the

Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Michael Ramsey, speak on
“Christianity and Humanism”
recently.

Dr Ramsey announced bluntly
that he intended to argue for a
Christian humanism; he regarded
as equally misleading both those
humanists who rejected religion,
and those Christians who rejec-
ted humanism,
said,

was  uncompromising

| other-worldly; eternal fellowship

was true manliness,

The phenomenon of modern
scientific humanism was really
the age-old desire of man to
want the first two of the three
precepts (“to do justly, love
mercy and walk humbly with
thy God”) without troubling
about the third. Humanism of
this kind opposed religion be-
cause it encouraged men to avoid
seeking to understand their natu-
ral state,

The Christian must state that
there was meaning and purpose
in what was apparently pure
chance; he must also point out
that scientific advance was
morally neutral and, unless man
was reconciled to God, it re-
mained a knowledge of second-
ary things. The world, said the
Archbishop, was God's world
and all scientific knowledge

about it was knowledge about'

God and His purposes.

The Christian view of man, he

@ Christ Church St. Laurence,
near Sydney’s bustling Railway
Square, is the oldest existing
| church planned by the early
colonial  architect, Edmund
Blacket. The ravages of the
city’s polluted atmosphere made
extensive renovations necessary
to the tower and spire.

The spire has twisted spirally
and had settled eight inches out
of plumb, Much fretted stone-
work had to be replaced in the
tower. The architects had to
study Blacket’s original drawings,
made in 1843 and now in Syd-
ney’s Mitchell Library.

24-gauge copper sheathing now
covers the spire and it is claimed
that it will now more than ount-
last the building,

GET RID OF
" RECTORIES?

A report before the executive
committee of the diocese of New
| Westminster (Canada) recom-
mends that clergy should be per-
mitted to buy their own homes
and that rectories should be done
away with,

Also recommended were mini-
mum stipend including housing
allowance $6,000 and a maxi-
mum of $7,200 depending on
years of service,

Salary provision for clergy
should allow for two things, the
report said:

1. Greater freedom
sponsibility for
manage their
affairs.

2, The ability to accumulate
funds to provide housing for re-
tirement,

and re-
the clergy to
own financial




